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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

Casta Rules and 
Regulations/
Architectural 
Guidelines Updates

At the February 3 Workshop 
Board meeting, the Board of Di-
rectors approved distributing pro-
posed changes of the Casta del 
Sol Rules and Regulations and the 
Architectural Standards and Guide-
lines to membership for review 
and comments. The proposed new 
and/or amended documents were 
distributed to membership by mail, 
except in the case where home-
owners have opted in for electronic 
notification. For homeowners who 
opted for the electronic notifica-
tion, they received an email version 
of all proposed changes from staff. 
If you did not receive a copy and 

President’s
Message
Randy 
Thompson, 
President

March is the 
official kickoff 
for this coming 
June’s Board election. As noted at 
the Board workshop of January 6, 
candidates must submit their paper-
work by April 1 to be included in 
the May Courier. Otherwise, they 
have until April 15 to submit their 
applications.

During any election, please re-
member that social media is not 
your friend. Information, or should 
I say misinformation, found on 
these platforms is often dubious in 
nature. I would urge each of you to 
do your own due diligence and re-
search when selecting a candidate. 
Please remember that just because 
someone is very vocal about a cer-
tain candidate does not mean that 

A Call for Flea Market Vendors

Artist in Residence: Richard Yates
By Debra Friedman, photo by Fred Lake

Roy Southerland was a 10-year-
old boy, the son of an Army 

soldier, living in Alaska when his 
life changed. He was watching the 
Ed Sullivan Show on television. 
The Beatles came on. All he could 
see was Ringo Starr. He knew that 
was who he wanted to be.

He took up the drums, but be-
coming a music man took a bit 
longer than he had imagined. First, 
he married and moved to South-
ern California. He moved into an 
apartment and thus began a 35-year 
career of managing apartments. 
However, he never forgot his love 
of music and he kept singing.

Thirteen years ago, he went to 
Our Place in Lake Forest. There 
was a karaoke machine there. No 
one knew how to operate it. Roy 
figured it out, turned it on, and 
began to sing. He hasn’t stopped 
since.

Roy left his job to pursue a 
singing career. Before COVID, he 
sang for 448 parties in one year, 
often working two to three parties 
a day. During the pandemic, when 
things shut down, he performed at 
the Fountain at Casta del Sol Drive 
twice a month. Residents came, 
masked, brought their chairs, sat 
socially distanced and were able to 
find some semblance of normality.

“I’m blessed to be able to do what 
I can do,” Roy said. “I hope that I 

Continued on page 4

Do you want to get involved with 
helping in the management of 

Casta del Sol? Are you interested in 
providing more for all our residents, 
improving our landscapes, updating the 
looks of our buildings, or just making 
this a better place to live? We have 
a place for you! We are looking for 
candidates to run for one of four open 
positions on our Board of Directors in 
our 2022 election this June.

The Board is made up of seven indi-
viduals who work together, all having 
an equal say in the management of our 
Association. The Board has four offi-
cers and three directors. They jointly 
decide the directions we take to keep 
Casta a viable adult community for 

both current and future residents. They 
use input and advice from 13 standing 
committees and our Powerstone man-
agement staff, to determine how best 
to use our resources to maintain and 
enhance our facilities and landscapes. 
They take on a fiduciary duty to do 
what is best for all of Casta del Sol and 
not what is best for themselves.

Sounds impressive and like a lot of 
work? You certainly will give up some 
of your time, but I can attest as a past 
Board member, at the end of the day, 
you will feel like it was all worthwhile. 
You will learn about everything that 
is going on in Casta del Sol. You will 
have the opportunity to learn about 

Richard Yates is one of those 
rare talents who did not 

discover his true passions until 
later in life. He began painting 
at the age of 64 and believes 
that age provides a perspective 
unlike that of younger artists.

Although he is a long-time 
Mission Viejo resident, he just 
moved into Casta del Sol two 
years ago. Richard is the latest 
Casta del Sol artist in residence, 
a program initiated by the Li-
brary Committee in 2018.

Richard’s enthusiasm for art is pal-
pable. He thrives on the process of 
learning, experimenting, practicing, 
and reinventing. Richard’s media of 
choice is acrylics and he appreciates 
its quick drying properties.

The pieces currently displayed in 
the library are all seascapes. Recently, 
he has also been painting landscapes 
and is transitioning to this genre. 
Richard strives to include natural el-

Casta residents are invited to sell 
their gently used or handcrafted 

items at Casta del Sol’s annual Flea 
Market on Friday, April 8 and Satur-
day, April 9 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the Vista Room. You keep the profits 
from your sales. No furniture, electrical 

items or used clothing are allowed. This 
event is hosted by the Ceramics Club. 
Vendors can select and rent a table for 
a nominal fee starting at 8 a.m. on Fri-
day, March 18 at the Rec Ctr 1 office. 
Questions? Call Carol Favreau at (714) 
470-8181.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Opinion letters must also be sub-
mitted by email by the eighth and 
may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets in 
the Garden Room on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 
a.m. or on Zoom as Casta health 
mandates may require.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Secretary: Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Treasurer: Matt Loftus mloft107@gmail.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Joseph Hachadoorian  joecdsbod@gmail.com
 Marci Smith marcitaylorsmith@gmail.com

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Casta del Sol Soil 
and Water Conditions:

The soil has been probed down to 
30 inches deep throughout the prop-
erty and the samples were examined 
by Consulting Arborist, Alden Kelly, 
many years ago. The results were un-

your opinion and research should be 
overridden. Also, emails and mailings 
from anonymous sources within the 
community are not necessarily in your 
best interest. For instance, I received 
an email recently from a group called 
Casta Voices and it had several false 
statements. The problem is that the 
author(s) are unknown. How do you 
or I hold them accountable if we don’t 
know who they are?

 For instance, this email stated that 
“Our reserve funding for replacing 
roads, buildings and gates, has dropped 
almost 40% in the last two years.” This 
claim has been made repeatedly on 
NextDoor. I dispute this statement. I 
joined the Board in mid-2017. At the 
beginning of that year the reserve sat at 
$4,957,432 (audited) and as of the end 
of 2021 the reserve sits at $4,576,482 
(unaudited). That is a decrease of 8.3% 
over a five-year period. During the two-
year period referenced by this email, 
reserves have decreased by 7.9% which 
is not even close to the stated 40%. 
Did anyone who received this letter 
question the information? You see the 
problem. The factual information is 
available to all member/owners. Each 
year the audit is sent to you so you can 
easily verify my numbers or go to the 
Casta del Sol website for the past two 
years’ audits. 

So, in closing, don’t be fooled by 
some anonymous sources’ scare tactics. 
They may not have the HOA’s best 
interest at heart. Each home has one 
vote, so please use that vote as wisely 
as possible.

you want a copy, please pick one up in 
the Administrative Office. The Board 
of Directors will hear homeowner com-
ments on the proposed changes at all 
Board meetings between February 17 
through March 17. Following the an-
ticipated March 17 Board approval, the 
final rules will be sent to homeowners 
by mail or email. All Board approved 
changes will also be added to the 2022 
Casta del Sol Phone Book.

If you have any questions, suggested 
changes, additions or deletions to either 
of the documents, please provide your 
suggestions in writing to Management 
or attend a Board meeting and make 
your comments directly to the Board. 
All suggestions will be provided to 
the Board of Directors for review and 
possible inclusion in the documents.

Casta del Sol Personnel Updates
First, former Maintenance Coordi-

nator Lando Fajardo, who had been 
on leave for a couple of months, made 
the decision to not return to work at 
Casta del Sol as he found another 
employment opportunity and will be 
moving with his family out of the area. 
Mr. Fajardo officially resigned from 
his position at Casta del Sol the week 
of January 18. This vacant role for the 
Maintenance Coordinator position in 
the Maintenance Department will be 
filled by the previous Administrative/
Maintenance Facilitator, Donna Duhn. 
For the past several months, Ms. Duhn 
has been assisting in both the Adminis-
trative and Maintenance Departments 
and Casta is excited to have Ms. Duhn 
move full time into the Maintenance 
Coordinator position within the Main-
tenance Department. Donna’s email is 
dduhn@powerstonepm.com, and her 
direct line office phone number is now 
(949) 455-4671.

Additionally, Susan Wadsley, the 
previous Executive Assistant at Casta 
del Sol, has been promoted to the Exec-
utive Office Manager. Mrs. Wadsley’s 
office phone number will remain the 
same at (949) 837-6921, as she will 
continue to occupy the same physical 
office in the Administrative/Fiesta 
Building at Rec Ctr 1. Mrs. Wadsley 
has completed the Powerstone Prop-
erty Management Academy in-house 
management training program and is 
currently working her way through the 
required classes at CACM, California 
Association of Community Managers, 
in order to submit her application for 
her CCAM, Certified California As-
sociation Manager, certification. This 

process should be completed by the 
summer of 2022 and Mrs. Wadsley is 
excited to bring all of the knowledge 
and education that she has gained and 
apply it to her work on-site at Casta 
del Sol. Susan’s email is swadsley@
powerstonepm.com.

Due to Ms. Duhn moving over to the 

Maintenance Department in a full-time 
capacity as the new Maintenance Coor-
dinator, there will be a vacant Admin-
istrative Coordinator position open in 
the Administrative Office. Powerstone 
Property Management has posted a job 
advertisement for this position and staff 
hopes to have this position filled soon.

expected. In some samples the soil was 
saturated from 12 - 17 inches and then 
powder dry below. This is commonly 
referred to as a hardpan. This impervi-
ous layer which water and roots do not 
easily penetrate can be caused by many 
factors. In most cases, it was created 
during construction by mechanical 
equipment compacting the soil to meet 
Orange County building requirements. 
Compaction is also required to meet 
earthquake standards.

These impervious layers create a 
bathtub effect in the soil. Irrigation 
water and rainfall will fill up the res-News You Can Use

Defibrillators at Both 
Recreation Centers

Casta has automated external 
defibrillators, AEDs, located at 
both Rec Ctrs 1 and 2 near the pool 
areas. AEDs are devices that give 
an electric shock to a person’s heart 
in order to make it beat normally 
again, especially after a heart at-
tack. AEDs are designed for use by 
untrained or briefly trained people. 
They contain technology for anal-
ysis of heart rhythm. As a result, 
it does not require a trained health 
provider to determine whether or 
not a rhythm is able to be shocked. 
Casta also has emergency phones at 
each pool area. The phones are red 
and for emergency use only. Any 
questions, please call the Rec Ctr 1 
office at (949) 455-4681.
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Board Meeting Highlights
February 17, 2022

•  The Board approved Treasurer Matt Loftus’s financial reports as presented. 
(See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved recording liens on two subject accounts as the homeowners are 
at least two months behind in their assessment payments and instructed the 
management company to forward the delinquent accounts to the associa-
tion’s collection attorney for further collection efforts.

•  Reviewed and approved the proposed Candidate Application Form for the 
2022 Board of Directors election in June 2022.

•  Approved the Social Committee’s proposed schedule of social events for 
the first half of the 2022 calendar year.

•  Approved the proposed new and/or amended rules to the Casta del Sol 
Rules and Regulations and authorized those specific substantive new and/
or amended rules for distribution to the membership, notifying them that the 
Board of Directors will hear homeowner comments at all Board meetings 
between February 17, 2022, through March 17, 2022.

•  Approved the proposed new and/or amended rules to the Casta del Sol Ar-
chitectural Standards and Guidelines, including authorizing those specific 
substantive new and/or amended rules for distribution to the membership, 
notifying them that the Board of Directors will hear homeowner comments 
at all Board meetings between February 17, 2022, through March 17, 2022.

•  Approved and ratified the invoice from PWLC1 for demolishing and re-
pairing the concrete driveway at 27912 Via Granados due to common-area 
tree root damage at a cost of $5,376.

•  Approved the homeowner’s request for reimbursement for initial plumbing 
work completed at the property of 28137 Espinoza by SMP in the amount 
of $343.

•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 
due to Covid-19, Version 17.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 39 delinquencies to-
taling $38,749.55, with two properties recommended for notification of 
filing liens. Josh announced there are four board positions up for election 
this year. He asked all residents to consider volunteering and running for 
the board of directors. Powerstone’s website is growing and improving. If 
residents have issues with the website, please contact staff.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported there were 230 
landscape maintenance requests during January. Three pine trees have been 
removed from the park on Valdez, on the advice of arborists. New trees will 
be planted to provide shade in the park. Several pine trees at gate 1 have to 
be removed due to beetle infestation.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported on current 
projects. The spikes at gate 4 have been repaired. The paint project for 
2022 is underway. Paint shortages and prices are projected. Because of 
the increases, residents are urged to submit their house colors as soon as 
possible so paint can be purchased at current prices.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that staff processed 14 new 
residents this month. She reminded residents to pick up their library cards 
at the office.f

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held March 17, 
2022, at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room. The next workshop meeting will be held 
March 3, 2022, at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Fran Morgan,
Courier Chair

Continued on page 9

**For a copy of the January 2022 Treasurer’s Report, refer to castadelsol.com, 
Recreation Center bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

January Treasurer’s Report
Total HOA Assets as of January 31, 2022, are $6,150,830, an increase of 
$294,627 from last month.  This includes the following:

•  Operating Cash is $1,078,717. This balance includes $382,297 in cash, 
$396,420 of funds invested in a money market account and $300,000 invested 
in two CDs with interest rates between .05 and .35%.

•  Reserve Cash is $4,641,625. This includes $2,053,772 invested in a money 
market account, and $2,800,000 invested in fourteen CDs with interest rates 
between .05 and .75% plus prepaid taxes and interest. Additionally, this 
amount accounts for $234,625 due to operating costs. We are also reinvesting 
funds from the Texas Capital Bank $200,000 CD into a new CD, along with 
reinvesting the funds from the SAFRA National Bank $200,000 CD, the 
Suncrest Bank $200,000 CD, and the Hingham Insta Savings Bank $200,000 
CD into new CDs. This will be a total of seventeen CDs in our reserves. On 
March 30, 2022, a $200,000 Cathay Bank .05% CD will mature.

•  Capital Fund balance is $94,275. Effective January 2022, the Capital ac-
count is funded by budgeting $6 per month per homeowner, plus interest. 
This results in monthly capital contributions of $11,562.

•  Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $50,958. The allowance for 
Bad Debts is $28,888. The allowance is adjusted monthly and is equal to 
outstanding receivable balances over 31days.

The following is a selection of our operating category expenses for 2022.

ITEM ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

General
Administration $97,737 $103,796 $6,060

Land
Maintenance $220,877 $256,474 $35,597

Recreation/
Lifestyle $36,256 $42,329 $6,073

Repairs and
Maintenance $14,718 $25,197 $10,479

Traffic Control $68,395 $70,144 $1,749

Utilities $87,736 $84,913 (-$2,823)

TOTAL
Before Reserves $525,719 $582,855 $57,135

TOTAL
Operating
Expense $820,062 $876,588 $56,526
(Including Reserves and Interest)

The following is as a selection of our operating category expenses for the 
month of January.

Income:
• Bad Debt Recovery is $12,349 due to recovery of assessments.

General and Administrative:
• Legal Cost/Collection is $3,013 due to collection fees.

Utilities:
• Gas is $9,978 of which $3,128 is over budget due to seasonal fluctuation.

•  Electricity is $21,113 of which $5,280 is over budget due to seasonal fluc-
tuation.

Treasurer’s Comments:
In March of 2022 the Association will meet with our auditor to finalize all 

financials for fiscal year 2021. This meeting will be noticed and all homeowners 
are encouraged to attend.

During Association meetings last month, I heard varying references to the 
cost of our land maintenance.  Review of our January 2022 monthly financial 
report shows the following:

News You Can Use
How to Sign Up for Eblasts
Please sign up for eblasts for the most up-to-date connection you can have 
with all that goes on in Casta del Sol by contacting Valerie Hanich at 
vhanich@powerstonepm.com. You can also find eblasts on the CdS website, 
www.castadelsol.com.
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Wanted – Candidates to Run for the Board of Directors
Continued from page 1

Getting to Know Our Neighbors:
Roy Southerland, Casta’s Music Man
Continued from page 1

California State Laws that govern 
Associations and attend events and 
classes presented by the Community 
Association Institute.

We are presently experiencing cost 
inflation to operate our wonderful 
community and must strive to balance 
the cost to maintain our 50-year-old 
community with both the finances of 
our members and the need to keep, or 
increase, individual property values.

Are you that person who can work 
well with all the directors to manage 
our Association? Do you have ex-
perience or talents that can be put to 

good use with one of our Advisory 
Committees?

Please give this some thought. Casta 
del Sol needs you! Talk to your friends 
and attend some Committee and Board 
Meetings. Then stop by the Admin-
istrative Office or Rec Ctr 1 desk to 
pick up a Candidate Application. We 
would like to have your application 
and resume by April 1 for publication 
in the May Courier. We will arrange to 
take your picture for that edition. Also, 
see our Election Committee report in 
this Courier on page 10 and the posted 
Election General Notice.

am able to continue doing it for as long 
as it brings joy to my audiences.”

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
Q. How much money does a pirate pay for corn?  A. A buccaneer.

Q.  Why was King Arthur’s army too tired to fight? A. It had too many 
sleepless knights.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

March 2022
Adams, Mark & Lee ........................Unlisted ....................... (559) 304-4886
 Fresno, CA
Basham, Terry & Marta ...................27826 Espinoza ........... (760) 851-2854
    ................................................................................... (760) 902-4616
 Palm Desert, CA
Hudson, Susan & Richard ................27758 Via Sarasate ..... (714) 619-1041
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
McKeon, Deanna .............................23496 Villena.............. (714) 747-1792
 Garden Grove, CA
Shaver, Glenn & Judith ....................27847 Espinoza ........... (949) 525-2093
 Fallbrook, CA
Still, Brad
Durda, Debbie ..................................23397 El Greco ........... (714) 773-2464
 Fullerton, CA

Artist in Residence: Richard Yates
Continued from page 1

ements of water, earth, and sky in his 
creations. To quote Richard, “I hope 
to create works of art which feature 
these elements in a unique way that 
will attract your attention, excite you, 
and stimulate your imagination.” The 
translucent foamy effect of the waves, 
and cottony soft nature of the clouds 
are noteworthy.

Richard’s output is prolific as he 
spends much of his leisure time paint-
ing. He has a unique approach. About 
40 paintings are in process at a time 
along the perimeter of his garage. When 
inspired, he may work on one aspect 
(e.g., clouds) or one color and update 
many of the paintings, thus considering 
himself a “walk-by” painter. Richard 
is continually painting over earlier 
paintings, and learning from mistakes.

Although Richard has not taken 
in-person art classes, he frequently 
watches videos, reads books, and stud-
ies his teaching gurus. He has realistic 
expectations about the expertise he can 
achieve at this stage, but seeks constant 
improvement.

In 2019, Richard displayed his work 
in the Mission Viejo Library. In CdS, 
he attends open studio with the newly 
formed Casta Creatives group and 
recommends participation for anyone 
with an interest in art. Richard is also 
involved with the Vegetable Garden 
Club and swimming at Casta. Richard’s 
immersion into the world of art has giv-
en him an outlet for his artistic talents 
and self-expression. We are fortunate 
he is sharing this with the community.

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

ervoir. Water will remain below the 
surface for extended periods depending 
on weather conditions.

While the first few inches may dry 
out from trans evaporation causing 
shallow rooted plants and lawns to 
wilt, down below excess water could 
be causing tree roots to rot. Hence the 
dilemma. Should we apply water for 
shallow rooted plants frequently or 
deep-rooted plants infrequently? There 
is no perfect solution.

During winter months, the clay soils 
retain moisture and stay wet for extend-
ed periods of time, especially in shade 
areas after a rain. There are also sandy 
areas of the property where water 

drains more quickly. Compounding the 
problem is the soil analysis report from 
Soil and Plant Laboratory, Inc. which 
states that in many areas the salinity is 
extremely elevated and is expected to 
severely restrict normal plant growth. 
Their recommendation is to apply irri-
gation water to leach the excess sodium 
below the root zone. They also admit 
if drainage is poor, this approach will 
not work very well. Rainfall is the best 
method for leaching.

The new Calsense Central controllers 
receive data from weather stations to 
change the irrigation water duration 
time every day and has been programed 
to adjust to the Casta soil conditions, 
cycling water to help with penetration 
and reduce runoff.
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

Maintenance Responsibilities
Defined

There are two types of spaces within 
our HOA community: separate inter-
ests and common areas.

•  Separate interests are the individual 
units. In our community, the sepa-
rate interest is each parcel of land 
and any structures that sit upon it.  

•  Common areas include all those ar-
eas that are shared by the members 
of the community, and to which 
each member has an undivided 
equal interest.

The HOA CC&Rs section 3.07, Ex-
terior Maintenance and Repair, differ-
entiates responsibility between HOA 
repairs and homeowner repairs. Please 
note, the Association is responsible for 
repairing, replacing, or maintaining the 
common area, and the owner of each 
separate interest is responsible for 
maintaining their home.

Plumbing Main Sewer Line Backup
The HOA will only cover the cost of 

repair for a sewer line issue if it was 

caused by a HOA owned entity, for ex-
ample, HOA common area tree roots. 
Should a main sewer line backup out 
of a drain, sink, toilet, tub or shower 
and you believe it is an HOA tree that 
caused the issue, please contact Santa 
Margarita Plumbing at (949) 858-
3818. They will determine the cause 
of the backup and notify Management. 
It is important to know that if another 
plumbing company provides service, 
the HOA will only reimburse the below 
listed amount after the HOA’s autho-
rized plumber confirms the required 
repair was caused by an HOA owned 
entity.

•  Monday through Friday normal 
business hours: $97

•  After hour calls, including week-
ends: $400

Projects in Process:
• Gates 3 and 4 modifications

•  Building D multi-purpose room 
renovation

•  2022: painting and asphalt projects, 
Rec Ctr 2 Pool refurbishment, Iron/
stone fencing along Jeronimo, and 
pool furniture restrapping

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com

(949) 215-1955 (office)
Donna Duhn,

Maintenance Coordinator,
dduhn@powerstonepm.com,

(949) 455-4671 (office)

News You Can Use
Residents Are Asking . . .
Q:  Why are visitors under 18 not allowed at Rec Ctr 1?

A.  There are several factors contributing to this long-standing rule of the 
HOA. One of the key elements is the liability of young visitors getting hurt 
on any of the equipment. However, if a private party, club or activity hires 
an attendant for a specified time period, children may be allowed at a club 
sponsored event. This requires Board approval.

Q: Why are visitors under 18 not allowed in the pool at Rec Ctr 2?

A:  Since there are no bonded, trained lifeguards employed at CdS, there is a 
liability of having non-adults in the pool. In addition, there is the potential 
for young children having accidents in the pool that could require extensive 
cleaning and several days of closure.

Q.  Do Casta del Sol residents receive benefits at the Oso Creek Golf Course?

A.  Although the golf course is adjacent to Casta del Sol, it is owned by the city. 
CdS and other Mission Viejo residents can sign up for the Resident Program 
at the course with proof of residence. Residents have an advanced booking 
time, but pay the same green fees. Green fees range from $16 for 9 holes to 
$48 for peak times with a cart.
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January Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

• The thirteen-line-item category for land maintenance is $3,317,810.

•  Water is in its own category and is $1,184,619. Note that all water is not 
used by land maintenance, so let’s apply 70% for $829,233 of water usage 
to land maintenance.

•  Electricity for approximately 168 water sprinkler meters is $2,989. Refer-
ence November 2021 Edison billing.  The annual cost is $35,868.

• This totals $4,182,911 or 36% of homeowners’ assessments of $11,515,752. 

Items not measured are the no cost facilities provided to our Land Mainte-
nance contractor, utilities for that facility, and the salaries for the management 
company employees working in land maintenance oversight.

Financial Statement
Upon motion duly made and seconded on February 17, 2022, the Board ap-

proved the January 31, 2022 financial statement, this Treasurer’s Report, and 
ratifies the review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers 
of funds, and purchase of any new CDs made in this period and reflected in 
the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
Matt Loftus, Treasurer

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
Crustaceans only think of themselves. They’re so shellfish.

I bet the butcher the other day that he couldn’t reach the meat that was on 
the top shelf. He refused, saying that the steaks were too high.

One of the shortest wills ever written: “Being of sound mind, I spent all the 
money.” — by Arthur Bland
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Courier
Thank you to all residents who assist-

ed in the stuffing of the Courier in the 
Vista Room for the past few months. 
We really appreciate you.

Once again, the Courier is asking for 
a volunteer to write a column about 
technology for seniors. The previous 
column was called PC Tips and Tricks. 
However, at this time, we are asking 
anyone interested to write about any 
and all technology that may be chal-
lenging for seniors: cell phones, tablets, 
and other electronics.

If you have some basic computer 
skills, enjoy writing, editing, proofing, 
or taking photographs, please consider 
attending one of our meetings to learn 
about all that the committee does to 
keep the residents of Casta del Sol 
informed and involved. We are always 
looking for story ideas and volunteers.

You may have noticed that the Cou-
rier has recently added several new 
columns: It’s a Different World, Where 
in the World, and Sharing Your Roots. 
At the end of each of these columns, 
we invite residents who would like to 
share their story to contact one of the 
Courier volunteers. You need not write Continued on page 12

Budget and Finance
Since December invoices are re-

ceived in January and February, the 
Budget & Finance (B&F) Committee 
reviewed the preliminary December 
financial statements and year-end ad-
justments at the January meeting.

The committee discussed the 2022 
budget allocation and the B&F Com-
mittee Charter. The budget allocation 
was approved, and the Charter was not 
changed.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. The committee 
meets regularly on the third Monday 
of each month at 1 p.m. via Zoom. 
The March meeting will be held on 
March 21. Please look for the eblasts 
for further details.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Matt Loftus, Liaison 

Facilities
Special thanks to the residents who 

have participated in our monthly 
meetings in person or via Zoom. We 
appreciate your time in learning about 
the various items being discussed.

Items currently before Facilities in-
clude the 2022 home painting project, 
the 2022 asphalt project, design and 
construction on the multi-purpose/fit-
ness center, completion of re-strapping 
of Rec Ctr 1 pool furniture, perimeter 
fencing on Jeronimo being replaced 
with aluminum materials, working 

Election
The Election Committee is looking 

for candidates to fill four open Board 
of Directors positions. Please see our 
election article on the front page of this 
Courier. Candidate Applications are 
now available inside the Administra-
tive/Fiesta Building and at the Rec Ctr 
1 desk. Please consider running. We 
need your application and resume by 
Friday, April 1, for printing in the May 
Courier. Staff will coordinate with the 
Courier to have your picture taken to 
accompany your resume.

The Board of Directors, with input 
from the Election Committee, has 
approved draft changes to the 2022 
Election Operating Rules. These 
amended rules along with other amend-
ed Association Rules are out for the 
Civil Code-provided 28-day member 
review. A final version is planned to 
be approved by the Board on March 
17 and will then be posted on the As-
sociation’s bulletin board and website. 
Please read and become familiar with 
our Election Operating Rules.

We have posted an Election General 
Notice required by Civil Code. It can 
be seen on the Casta del Sol website 
under the Homeowner heading or on 
the bulletin board at Rec Ctr 1. It cov-
ers the candidate application process. 
Please consider running for the Board 
in the June Elections.

Bill Burfeind, Chair,
(949) 305-4260

Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

Architectural
Spring is upon us and that means we 

are starting the painting of homes for 
2022. If you are in the paint zone this 
year, we hope you get excited when 
choosing one of the beautiful color 
schemes for your home. We know that 
choosing a new color for your home 
can be stressful, but it need not be if 
you ask all the right questions before 
you pick a color scheme.

First, look at all the hardscape of your 
home: window trim, shutters, brick and 
stone-faced areas and planters, fences, 
doors, walkways, patio or deck surfac-
es, patio covers, any awnings you have, 

and roof color. List all these that apply 
to your home and note their color. Then 
decide which of these are permanent or 
will not be changed when you paint. 
Note: this is a great time to paint an 
aging wood patio cover or change out 
a tired awning with a new fabric.

Now that you have your list com-
plete, ask: Is my home a warm-toned 
home or a cool-toned home? Do I feel 
more comfortable around neutrals, or 
do I want a contrast between trim and 
stucco?

Now you are ready to look at color 
schemes. Pick schemes that comple-
ment your hardscape first, then pick 

your stucco and last, pick your trim. 
Finally, The Frosting: try adding a pop 
of color to the front door or shutters 
with the accent trim colors for doors 
and shutters. Ah... House Beautiful!

Vicki Slawson, Chair,
(925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

the story, just share it with the editor 
who will write it up for you.

The committee changed back to 
Zoom meetings for January and Febru-
ary. Please watch for the eblasts about 
our next meeting. The committee meets 
on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m.

Fran Morgan, Chair,
(949) 328-9138 
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Facilities
Continued from page 10

Continued on page 13

Social
As spring approaches and our glo-

rious sunshine is starting to warm us, 
the Social Committee has been hard 
at work planning a multitude of fun 
events for us all to enjoy. Many new 
residents have joined us at Casta del 
Sol in the past few years. COVID-19, 
and the restrictions it imposed upon 
us, has prevented us from offering 
a proper welcome to them. We plan 
to make amends for that situation. A 
Newcomer’s Welcome Party is sched-
uled for April 30. This will give all our 
new neighbors a chance to meet, and to 
explore - and perhaps join - the many 
committees, clubs, and activities that 
Casta has to offer. More details will 
follow in next month’s article.

We have finalized many of our spring 
and summer party plans. Our Memorial 
Day celebration will be held on May 
30. Look forward to Fiesta Tuesday 
on June 21, a Hawaiian Luau on July 
16, and a Western Hoedown on Sep-
tember 17.

Our wonderful Casta del Sol commu-
nity is celebrating its fiftieth anniversa-
ry this August. We plan on having an 

Library
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
A Flicker in the Dark,
 Stacy Willingham

Her Hidden Genius, Marie Benedict

Invisible, Danielle Steel

Olga Dies Dreaming, Xochiti Gonzalez

The Good Son, Jacqueline Mitchard

The Horsewoman,
 James Patterson & Mike Lupica

The Last House on the Street,
 Diane Chamberlain

The Magnolia Palace, Fiona Davis

The Overnight Guest,
 Heather Gudenkauf

The Paris Bookseller, Kerri Maher

The Stranger in the Lifeboat,
 Mitch Albom

Violeta, Isabel Allende

Large Print:
A Good Day for Chardonnay,
 Darynda Jones

Criminal Mischief, Stuart Woods

Fight Night, Miriam Toews

Five Tuesdays in Winter, Lily King

Reckless Girls, Rachel Hawkins

Something to Hide, Elizabeth George

The Last Goodnight, Kat Martin

The Party Crasher, Sophie Kinsella

The Unknown, Heather Graham

The War Nurse, Tracey Emerson Wood
Pat Vitti, Chair, (949) 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

towards remodeling the Ceramics and 
Arts & Crafts rooms, finding a home 
for the lapidary club, reviewing locking 
systems for Rec Ctr 1 gates and Rec Ctr 
2 pool gates in conjunction with Gates 
3 & 4 pedestrian gates, and reviewing 
possible locations for fitness during 
construction of the multi-purpose/
fitness center.

Future projects include remodel of 
the spa and pool at Rec Ctr 2, replace-
ment of shading structures at the Rec 
Ctr 2 pool, replacement of the shed in 
the golf chipper area, replacement of 
door signs on various Casta del Sol 
rooms, and replacement of the carpet 
in the Rec Ctr 1 office area.

As you can see, Facilities is a busy 
committee and requires the support of 
our residents. Looking to get involved? 

Greenbelt
The Olympiad/Jeronimo Slope Ren-

ovation Project was approved by the 
Board on January 20 for the removal 
of 3,989 sq. ft. of Acacia and Teco-
maria along the southern end of the 
block wall on Olympiad to the corner 
of Olympiad and Jeronimo and for the 
planting of drought tolerant, fire-re-
sistant plants. This area will be con-
verted from a spray to a drip irrigation 
system, taking advantage of the rebate 
programs offered by Santa Margarita 
Water District (SMWD). If approved 
by the Water District, this will result in 
a rebate to the HOA of $1,995.

The Drought Recovery Project on 
Benavente, Garfias and Villena has 
been completed. The turf was removed 
and replaced with drought resistant 
shrubs and trees. The newly planted 
area is enhanced with boulders and 
mulch. It is very attractive! Thank you 
PWLC1 and Bill Thornton for keeping 
this project on track. We anticipate 
an estimated rebate from SWDC of 
$71,421 and a savings of 2,580,899 
gallons of domestic water annually. 
With increases in water rates each year, 
the savings will be evident earlier than 
expected. Additional Drought Recov-
ery Projects are being planned for 2022 
and 2023 to include Xeriscaping.

The removal of 1,765 sq. ft. of Pyr-
acantha at 27872 Calle Casal will be 
replaced with Tecomaria and a patch 
of Carissa. 28012 Calle Casal will have 
3,132 sq. ft. of Pyracantha removed 
and replaced with Tecomaria and three 
spots of yellow Lantana.

Jodie Trainer, Chair,
(949) 836-6511

Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

We are actively seeking residents to 
join the committee. Meetings are held 
on the 4th Thursday of the month at 9 
a.m. in the Vista Room and via Zoom. 
Please come and check us out. We ap-
preciate resident comments and ideas 
to help us provide finished projects that 
meet the needs of our community.

Nancy Cunningham, Chair,
(949) 350-3562

Marci Smith, Liaison
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Social
Continued from page 12

Traffic
If you live near Gate 4, you may have 

noticed the road construction work in 
progress at the exit lanes. A number of 
years ago, changes at Gate 4 necessi-
tated moving the exit-lane spike strips 
farther up Azorin. The old spike strips 
were removed, leaving a cavity that 
was then covered with a bolted metal 
plate. Over time, those bolts worked 

Welcome
Welcome as always to newcomers in 

the community. Members of the Wel-
come Committee contact new residents 
to arrange a meeting and provide a 
packet of information about the many 
programs and clubs in Casta del Sol 
and to answer your questions. We look 

exciting event to mark this auspicious 
occasion.

If anyone has an interest in joining 
our committee, new members (and their 
ideas) are always welcome. We meet 
the first Friday of every month at 10 
a.m. in the Garden Room.

Amy Lake, Chair, (516) 263-7941, 
Arlake225@gmail.com
Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

loose and allowed the plate to shift. It 
was confirmed these cavities no longer 
served any useful purpose as we rely 
on the functional spike strips across 
from the gate arms to discourage wrong 
way drivers from trying to enter the 
community.

The maintenance department was 
able to fill the cavity with concrete af-
ter running an electrical conduit under 
the roadway for possible future needs. 
Due to the weight of the larger trucks 
exiting through this gate, the cure/dry 
time for each pour required three sunny 
days. It was a week-long process as 
one lane was closed at a time, half the 
cavity filled with concrete and allowed 
to fully cure, then the process was re-
peated for the other lane. Our thanks to 
the Maintenance Department for a job 
well done. Our cars’ tires and shock 
absorbers thank you, too.

Lynn Yeazel, Co-Chair,
(949) 582-0212, lyhdtv@gmail.com

forward to meeting each one of you. If 
you have not yet been contacted by one 
of our members and wish to meet, you 
may email me to arrange a time and 
place to get together.

Welcome to Casta once again and 
best wishes as you start your first full 
year in the community.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Marci Smith, Liaison

Mary Elizabeth Wing, Co-Chair, 
mewinghome@gmail.com

Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison
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 15 14  19

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - March 2022 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... M, 6 p.m., F;
 W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 5:45 p.m., H

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                    Finance, V, Z

  7

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                       Luncheon, V

  8

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

Rubber Bridge ...................M, 11 a.m.,F
Scrabble ...........................T, 6:30 p.m., L
Shuffle League Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super ....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training .................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers ........................W, 1 p.m., G
Tennis  ..............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.;
 M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 12:45 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                     Meeting, V,Z

3 p.m. Republican
                              Event, V

  6 p.m. Shuffleboard
                               Event, V

  1 p.m. Baby Boomers
                            Event, P1

  4 p.m. Democrats, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, G

  6

 26

  4 p.m. Canine
                Companions, LBP
  5:45 p.m. Tennis Event, V

10:30 a.m. ARMDI
                              Event, V

 27

 13

 20

 18

Note: All meetings are subject to a change of location or being on Zoom.

Spring Equinox

St Patrick’s Day

March
2022

10 a.m. Welcome, G
  3 p.m. Election
                  Committee, G

  9 a.m. Facilities, V,Z

Recreation Center 1
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

  9  10  12 11

  5

 28

  6 p.m. Military Vets, V

Recreation Center 1 & 2:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Recreation Center 1:
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Recreation Center 2:
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., G
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball ..........................F,S, 9 a.m., TC
 M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies .....................1st W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F

10 a.m. Library, G

  1

  1 p.m. Architectural, G
  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                  Workshop, V,Z

  2   3   4

10 a.m. Social, G

 31 30 29

10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, V
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Greenbelt Committee Goal: Keeping Casta’s Grounds Safe 
and Beautiful
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

During a heavy rain storm in mid- 
December, a eucalyptus tree, 

marked for removal, split at its base 
and crashed to the ground in the Russ 
Fountain Park. (See photo.) No one was 
injured and no homes were damaged. 
In fact, probably no one saw it fall. 
The Greenbelt Committee, chaired by 
Jodie Trainer, has as one of its import-
ant tasks to see that diseased or dying 
trees are removed before they present a 
danger to the community. When a tree 
is removed, another tree is planted as 
its replacement.

An older community like Casta del 
Sol, which was established in 1972, 
also has greenbelt areas that need to be 
refurbished from time to time. Keenly 
aware of California’s water shortages, 
the Greenbelt Committee has adopted a 
“xeriscaping” policy for relandscaping. 
Xeriscaping is the process of gardening 

that reduces or eliminates the need for 
irrigation. Xeriscapes can reduce water 
consumption by 60% or more com-
pared to regular lawn landscapes. Jodie 
Trainer noted that the Santa Margarita 
Water District is encouraging Turf Re-
placement and Spray-to-Drip Programs 
by rebating the association $3.50 per 
square foot for greenbelt areas that are 
xeriscaped. A reduction in water usage 
also means lower water rates.

In January, PacWest crews reland-
scaped several areas along Benavente, 
Garfias and a large slope on Villena 
across from Barbosa. Drought tolerant 
vegetation like Rosemary, Rhododen-
dron, Lavender, Lantana, Rhaphiolepis 
(Majestic Beauty), Plumbago and Jaca-
randa trees were planted in a decorative 
fashion to maintain a beautiful appear-
ance. (See photos.)

On December 15, 2021, a heavy rain storm felled this eucalyptus tree which 
was marked (orange) for removal.

Using drought tolerant plants, the slope on Villena across from Barbosa was 
relandscaped.

Adding boulders and rocks beautifies a landscape design as was done when an 
area along Garfias was being replanted.

Upon the evaluation and 
advice of arborists, three 
pine trees were removed 
from the fountain park 
on Valdez in February 
because they posed a 
danger. (photo by Liz 
Rickett).

The replanting of several former grassy areas along Benavente will reduce 
water usage.
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Billiards
It’s Billiards Season! We are so lucky 

we have our well utilized and enjoyable 
Billiards Room here in Casta. There are 
very few communities like ours that 
offer their residents an amenity as well 
equipped and well maintained as our 
Billiards Room. The tables are classic, 
large 8’ by 10’ flat and level. They’re 
covered with quality cloth milled in 
Belgium exclusively for pool tables. 
The Billiards Club wishes to thank our 
Board of Directors for their support of 
all the clubs, but especially this Casta 
gem. It is welcoming and well appre-
ciated by our residents.

To all newer residents, stop by, 
introduce yourself, and have some 
fun. If you’re a pretty good player, 
be prepared for a challenge. New to 
the game? This is a great chance to 
improve your eye-hand coordination 
while learning a low impact, brain 
stimulating fun game. Any of our 
players are happy to give you some 
pointers.

Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,

(949) 367-6671

Bridge
CdS bridge meetings are still hin-

dered by the current COVID-19 state 
and local restrictions that limit gather-
ing for many. Thus, our large regular 
Monday party bridge is still on hold. 
But informal and private bridge games 
continue to happen at various venues 
throughout the week. Duplicate bridge 
Tuesday is still meeting regularly in the 
Fiesta Room and will always welcome 
new or returning duplicate teams.

Send an email with bridge some-
where in the subject title, if you are 
interested in Monday party bridge or 
Tuesday duplicate. Include pertinent Continued on page 17

Baby Boomers
The first 2022 Baby Boomers Club 

party, Spring Break, is taking place on 
March 5 at 1 p.m. on the Pool 1 patio. 
Feel free to wear clothing that evokes 
the feeling of spring break during our 
youth. Although the signups have 
ended, there is a waitlist in case of can-
cellations. Fried chicken skewers, baby 
back ribs, corn on the cob, cornbread, 
baked beans, and brownies are on the 
menu. Prices are $22 for club members 
and $25 for non-members.

Our next party is planned for June 4, 
so stay tuned for more information as 
we get closer. Our parties are known 

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol who 

has an interest in participating in the 
study of the Bible is welcome to join 

for live band music, lots of dancing, 
great food, fun décor, and raffle prizes. 
Remember, residents of all ages are 
welcome.

Dues of $5 for 2022 club membership 
can be paid at the front office. For ques-
tions, please contact Cathy Johnson at 
(949) 305-4705.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

us. This is an active group of folks from 
different churches. Our studies are 
varied, but always Bible-oriented. We 
examine and/or question the study of 
the day, but always keep the discussion 
on topic and from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Peter Filakouridis at (949) 
305-1935.

Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,

(949) 354-1460

info, such as duplicate/party, phone/
cell #, etc. Tuesday would be a good 
time to check us out in the Fiesta Room. 
Duplicate begins about noon. We wel-
come old friends and newcomers back 
to bridge at CdS for 2022. Duplicate 
bridge at CdS is unsanctioned by the 
ACBL

Tim McCoy,
mccoytest@cox.net,

(805) 456-9266

Canine Companions
When it rains, it pours. We could use 

that right now, but we are blessed to 
say that it has happened to our Canine 
Club. Our membership has jumped by 
25 persons in the last four months. We 
must be doing something right! Our 
wonderful monthly gatherings of furry 
friends, along with their lucky owners, 
enjoying a luncheon prepared by Linda 
and intermittent Yappy Hours with 
appetizers are part of the reason. The 
other is the ambiance of new friends 
with like interests. It all works.

Last week’s Valentine Costume 
Party was an example of the wonder-
ful club, with three winners receiving 
prizes: Patti Bronson and Roxy a first; 
Dorothy Arevelos and Boo a second; 
Steve and Maria Hickey’s Roxy a third. 
Each deservedly so. We thank all who 
competed.

Saturday, March 19 is Yappy Hour, 
which begins at 4 p.m. Members and 
friends please join us. Kindly RSVP.

Tom Brockmiller,
(949) 584-8061

Casta Creatives
Calling All Artists! Open Studio is 

on Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. in 
the Arts & Crafts Room at Rec Ctr 1. 
Bring something that you are working 
on to share ideas, get feedback, or solve 
creative problems. ALL MEDIUMS 
WELCOME! 

Face Masks may be required. We 
will be following COVID-19 protocol 
based on Casta del Sol, State, and CDC 
recommendations.

Vision Boards with Allison is our next 
group activity scheduled for Wednes-
day, March 30, from 3 to 5 p.m. A 
vision board is a creative collage of 
images that represents your goals and 
dreams. It can include cut-out pictures 
from magazines and words that help 
inspire you to manifest your dreams. 
Reservations will be required to attend 
this special event. Signups are during 
Wednesday Open Studios. Deadline is 
March 23.
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Continued on page 18

Casta Creatives
Continued from page 16

For more information, email Mari-
beth McFaul.

Maribeth McFaul,
maribethmcfaul@gmail.com,

(949) 466-8244

Ceramics
The holidays are over, but we are still 

celebrating in Ceramics. We had a great 
time celebrating our February birthdays 
with a pizza party followed by bingo. 
Our members are busy preparing for 
the Flea Market, which will be in April. 
Garden totems are the new items for 
sale this year.

Come into the Ceramics studio and 
join the fun!

Claudia Neill,
neillcd@att.net,

(909) 331-6911

Crafts for Charity
This month the Craft Ladies of Casta 

del Sol will be making Mother’s Day 
and springtime flower projects for 
Laura’s House residents, as well as 
prepping for 4th of July tray favors to 
be delivered to recipients of Meals on 
Wheels in Mission Viejo.

We would love it if you can join us. 
We meet the first and third Wednesday 
each month from 10 a.m. until noon 
at Rec Ctr 2. Club meetings will be 
on March 2 and 16. All materials are 
supplied and you’ll be shown what to 
do. Until we are otherwise informed, 
all participants must be fully vaccinated 
and wear a mask.

Thanks to our neighbors who so 
lovingly pass on their craft supplies to 
us. We do not have a membership fee, 
but we do rely on donations to help 
cover costs. 

For details, call Marlene Kazan at 
(949) 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com,

(310) 480-9093

Cribbage
We play cribbage each Thursday in 

the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until about 8:45 p.m. If you are 
interested in learning to play this old 
English card game, any of our mem-
bers would be willing to teach you on 
a one-to-one basis. Also, we can teach 
newcomers on a Thursday evening. It’s 
really not that complicated of a game. 
You just need to be able to count to 31. 
If you have ever played in the past, the 

rules will quickly come flooding back. 
So, just come on down for a few games 
and a general social evening.

There is no signup or commitment, 
and if you want more information, 
contact Susan Herrning.

Susan Herrning,
susanherrning@aol.com,

(949) 630-2565

Democrats
The Democrat group of Casta del 

Sol has decided to suspend meetings 
until further notice due to the upswing 
in COVID-19 cases. When we return 
to in-person meetings, we will meet 
once a month on the third Sunday at 
4 p.m. from September to June in the 
Vista Room. 

We address both national and lo-
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Democrats
Continued from page 17

cal issues. At each meeting we have 
speakers, allow attendees time to share 
nearby events, and discuss ways to 
participate and volunteer in activities. 
We encourage you to send emails on 
important events and topics that we 
can forward to the rest of those in our 
group.

The social aspect and building of 
camaraderie during our Democrat 
group meetings is important. Please 
bring food and/or drinks to share, as we 
socialize after the meeting. No need to 
sign up – just join us each month. This 

is a no dues group and all are welcome.

If you have not received member 
emails and would like to add your name 
to the list, please email marialucgom@
gmail.com.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Health and Fitness
Thanks to many of our supporters for 

contacting the BoD and the Facilities 
Committee to let them know what you 
would like to see for our temporary 
fitness space. The Garden Room seems 
to be the best location for the short 

Heritage Garden
The first club meeting this spring will 

be on Thursday, March 17, in the Her-
itage Room at Rec Ctr 2, at 9:30 a.m. 
We will discuss our spring planting and 
final clean-up of the garden in prepara-
tion for an April Heritage Garden Open 
House. I’m sure that anyone walking in 
the Heritage Garden will have noticed 
all the regular maintenance taking 
place just to keep everything looking 
its best. We really appreciate the vol-
unteers who assist the HGC with all 

term, but the space will be too tight for 
the long term. Members of the Health 
and Fitness Club measured all of the 
current equipment and were able to 
determine that the Billiards Room 
would be the best permanent space for 
a fitness center.

We hope to have speakers in the next 
few months to discuss weight, sleep, 
metabolic issues, and several other 
topics. I will keep you posted as we 
move forward with our ideas on health 
and fitness.

As always, please sign in when you 
use the fitness space so we can keep 
track of usage.

Barbara Notery,
bnotery@sbcglobal.net

the many duties necessary to achieve 
this beauty.

 Since we’re undoubtedly going to 
have another hot, dry summer, we 
will be focusing on getting the garden 
areas geared up. As always, the HGC 
volunteers would very much appreciate 
any help we can get for hot weather 
watering.

Keep up the good work in placing 
your recyclables behind the Rancho. 
This amounts to a sizable club dona-
tion.

Susan Delozier,
(949) 768-5415

Italian American Club
Sorry to report that due to the upsurge 

of the Omicron variant, we have had 
to cancel our March 10 dinner. We are 
hopeful that the numbers will continue 
to come down so that we can still have 
our Bingo night on April 14.

We do have lots of events arranged 
for the rest of the year. We look for-
ward to meeting many new people who 
moved in during this long down period. 
And, of course, we welcome back our 
regular members.

Lucille Naves,
neilnaves@cox.net,

(949) 600-5887
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Las Damas
The Las Damas Club March lun-

cheon meeting will be held March 9 
at 11:15 in the Vista Room. Signups 
end March 6 at Rec Ctr 1. Ticket 
prices are $20 for members and $25 
for non-members. Please join us for a 
delectable Corned Beef and Cabbage 
luncheon, with all the trimmings, and 
Lemon Meringue Pie for dessert. En-
tertainment will feature eminent jazz 
guitarist, Keith Foelsch.

Ticket sales and table reservations 
for the April 13 luncheon meeting will 
begin immediately after the March 
luncheon and continue through April 
10. The April luncheon will feature 
a spring menu of Chicken Fettuccini 
Alfredo, spinach salad with strawber-
ries, fresh baguettes, and Key Lime 
Pie. Entertainment will be provided 
by award winning Elvis tribute artist, 
Martin Anthony.

Pat Crowley,
Patc624@yahoo.com,

(949) 305-0582

Lapidary
Discussions continue on the arrange-

ments for a new lapidary space. The 
Facilities Committee is still working 
on a lapidary location and equipment 
configuration. There was a facilities 
subcommittee meeting in mid-Febru-
ary including lapidary and other inter-
ested clubs/groups with space needs in 
the Arts and Crafts center.

Our January and February Lapidary 
Newsletters are out and have been very 
well received. If you are interested in 
an informative newsletter chock full of 
information and tips, please email Joe 
McFaul at sealawr@aol.com. Happy 
lapping and see you soon!

Joe McFaul,
sealawr@aol.com,

(949) 981-7824

Military Veterans
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 

CdS Military Veterans Club had to 
cancel the social gathering for Janu-
ary. This will be rescheduled when 
conditions improve. The calendar year 
dues of $20 should be submitted to the 
Rec Ctr 1 staff or brought to the next 
meeting.

If you are a veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact 
me for a friendly chat.

The next club meeting and Pizza 
Party is Monday, March 28 in the 

Vista Room at 1800 hrs. Pizza, salad, 
cookies, drinks, and music is $10/pp for 
members and one guest/spouse and $15 
for non-members. Members and their 
guest/spouse sign up through March 6, 
and non-members March 7-23.

Kip Isbell,
kipisbell@live.com,

(949) 922-2530

Pinochle
Attention pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m.

In January, Jane Knesel had high 
game (three hands) of 1,320 and Cathi 
Moro was second with 1,220. The high 
series was won by Cathi with a total 
of 5,030 points and Jane was second 
with 4,720. There were eight double 
pinochles reported for the month. Con-
gratulations to our winners.

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
at (949) 916-5387.

Nancy Money,
cnmoney@aol.com,

(949) 457-9066

Republicans
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day, CdS 

Republican Club. Your officers are 
discussing plans for the coming year. 
We are hoping to have a meeting in 
March with a newly released movie, if 
COVID-19 restrictions allow. The next 
big event after that will be May 1, with 
a Meet the Candidates for the primary 
in June. We are working on getting in 
touch with as many Republican can-
didates as possible and hope to have a 
successful time.

Information will be distributed as 
soon as it can be confirmed, and I hope 
to see all your smiling faces again soon. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me 
if you have any ideas or suggestions. 
Thank you for your continued support 
through these trying times.

Karen Warren,
mjgdbw4@gmail.com,

(949) 716-6830

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our singles group. We have no mem-
bership dues. 

In March, we will be meeting 
for lunch on the second Thursday, 
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Social Singles
Continued from page 19

March 10, at 1 p.m. at Greek Bistro. 
Please RSVP to Carol Kowalsky 
(cekewpie1@cox.net) by Monday, 
March 7.

To join the group and get on our email 
list, or for more information, please 
contact Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744 Vegetable Garden
Spring is coming and we are getting 

busy! This is an exciting time to plan 
our gardens and some of us have been 
seed-potting at home. We have a com-
post delivery planned for March for 
club members, and possibly another 
the following weekend. Our February 
Master Gardener talk had to be post-
poned due to a rise in COVID-19 cases. 
We are looking into a citrus pruning 
demonstration outside in the garden 
instead, but as of this writing, we don’t 
have the date secured.

We have had a surge of interest in 
obtaining a garden over the last two 
years, and even with several turnovers, 
as one person gets a lot, another joins 

Water Exercise
When the sun shines, the pool fills up 

and the fun begins! Exercising in the 
pool gives our bodies great benefits as 
it cushions our joints. We can do ex-
ercises in the water that we probably 
cannot do on land. Our exercise CDs 
start in Pool 1 at 9 a.m. every Monday 
through Friday and we even meet when 
the sun is not shining.

Register in the office by signing the 
waiver and paying your annual dues of 
$5. Everyone is welcome. Come meet 

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members are 

working into 2022 and still remain 
without a permanent woodshop home 
in Casta del Sol. However, the Casta 
del Sol Facilities Committee is work-
ing toward solving the problem for the 
Woodworkers Club and other clubs 
who operate without a workspace. 
Meanwhile, Woodworkers Club mem-
bers are willing and able to answer the 
call by Casta residents for small repairs 
to broken or loose wood furniture items, 
constructing small wood projects, and 
items made of used wine corks, as well 
as making wood signs for the Heritage 
Garden or for personal use.

Our weekly meeting and planning 
place is Monday, noon to 2 p.m. in the 
Rec Ctr 1 Arts and Crafts room next to 
the Fitness Center. Drop by the meeting 
room if you have any requests or are 
interested in our activities.

Steve Vallely,
(714) 595-5766

Variety
The Casta del Sol Variety Club’s 

past few shows including Santa and 
Mrs. Claus on Vacation, The Gong 
Show, The Valentine’s Day Show, and 
The KCDS Radio Show have all been 
exceptional. The audience has loved 
them, while the cast and crew had a fab-
ulous time putting them on. In the most 
recent show, we had 16 cast members 
and 13 crew members. We are always 
looking for more residents and friends 
to join us.

The Variety Club is planning a show 
that is tentatively scheduled for the 
weekend of June 10. In future editions 

of the Casta Courier there will be more 
information about casting, rehearsals, 
and details of the show.

If you are interested in performing or 
helping out, please contact Barb Turino 
at (951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

the list. We have guidelines to make 
this procedure as fair as possible, so we 
appreciate everyone’s patience, as well 
as every gardener’s adherence to the 
club rules. The community is experi-
encing soaring waste management fees, 
so we now have a green-waste-only bin 
and a separate trash bin. Please follow 
the posted rules to help our community 
keep the expenses down.

Until next time, Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin,

jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,
(714) 969-9666

some new friends and join us in the fun.
Nan Rednall,

nrednall@sbcglobal.net,
(949) 770-5973

Bocce Ball
Come on down and join in the fun. 

We play Bocce Ball every Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday afternoon 
from 2 to 3 p.m. Our courts are located 
behind the Shuffleboard Pavilion. We 
would like to welcome Karen and Gary 
Everson to our club.

We will be having our Pizza Bingo 
Party on Monday, April 4 at 6 p.m. in 
the Vista Room. The charge for mem-
bers will be $7 and $10 for guests. Beer 
and soda will be provided. Signups will 
begin on Monday, March 7, and will 
close on Wednesday, March 30.

Dues remain at $10 per year and are 
payable now at Rec Ctr 1. Our next reg-
ular meeting will be held on Monday, 
March 7 at 7 p.m. in the Fiesta Room. 
Following a short business meeting, 
we will be playing cards.

Carol Zinsmeister,
(949) 305-9890

Bowling
As we enter March, there are only 

seven weeks of bowling left. It has 
been really good to be back to bowling.

At the time of this writing, Team 7 
with Pat Griggs, Gail Taylor, Hugh 

Fishing
From February on, Dana Wharf 

three-quarter day trips are on tap for the 
first and third Monday of each month. 
Beginning in March, rules banning 
fishing for rockfish and all other legal 
species are lifted. Anyone interested in 
ocean fishing will have two opportuni-
ties to learn more about what is avail-
able. Our Casta del Sol club meets for 
lunch at noon on the last Friday of each 
month in the Garden Room, Rec Ctr 1. 
Our President is currently presenting 
slide shows highlighting the species he 
has caught during his long history of 
fresh and saltwater fishing. Progress on 
restoring fish to Lake Mission Viejo is 
also discussed. Once a member of our 
Club, you will be able to accompany us 
to the Laguna Woods meetings on the 
second and fourth Tuesday each month 
including luncheons and hosted speak-

Golf Chippers
The Golf Chippers event on February 

5 was a real celebration. Six players 
came for the first time. The weather 
was delightful as 32 men and women 
swung merrily at a variety of targets. 
Everyone took home an item from 
the prize table. Winners included Jan 
McMains, Nancy Hulse, Yulan Rid-
derssen, Ken Osborn, Jerry Castro, and 
Bill Burfeind.

We’ll meet again on Saturday, May 
7 at 9 a.m. All Casta del Sol residents 
and their adult guests are invited to 
play. Bring a wedge and $5 to hit five 
golf balls at each of 18 targets. You 
are welcome to bring something for 
the prize table; it does not need to be 
golf related.

If you are new to the game, let us 
provide you with a golf wedge to use 
and some practice balls. We can team 
you with another player who can show 
you the ropes. Good fun. See you on 
May 7.

Bob Hrad, (949) 290-0366

Lawn Bowling
This year we have a team of new 

officers: Roman Swystun, President; 
Butch Nelson, Vice President; Iain 
Gardner, Treasurer; and Jim Slawson, 
Secretary. This year we also have an 
opportunity for potential new members 
to learn how to bowl from a long-time 
bowling member, Dick Henderson. 
Those interested should contact Dick 
by phone at (949) 697-5524. Dick will 
schedule practice sessions outside of 
our regular bowling hours. Lawn bowls 
will be furnished for training.

Our regular lawn bowling times 
during this winter season are Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday starting at 1 
p.m. on the bowling green located at 
Rec Ctr 2. Games are 12 Ins (innings) 
and usually take about one-and-one-
half hours to play. Visitors are always 
welcome to come, watch members 
play, and get introduced to the game. 
Meet us; we’re friendly! Contact: Ro-
man Swystun, (818) 669-9970.

Jim Slawson,
(925) 813-1848

Men’s Golf
We are looking forward to better 

Jurkiewicz, and Bill Garrett are in first 
place. Team 2 with Kathie Mutch, Ro-
salee Molloy, Cliff Miller, and Brian 
Molloy are close behind. Good luck to 
all the teams.

Van Quinn,
(949) 842-9151

ers. Contact President Nick Morenc, 
(949) 588-6223

Jim Slawson,
(925) 813-1848
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Men’s Golf
Continued from page 20

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club officers have 

been busy planning events. We are 
planning on four tournaments as well as 
exhibition matches at Laguna Woods. 
The first Casta del Sol Paddle Tennis 
Club tournament, the Luck of the Irish, 
is scheduled for March 12. We will be 
using a random draw method of choos-
ing partners within three skill levels.

We are also planning several social 
events including a Progressive Din-
ner, a Pizza Olympics, and an Annual 
Meeting in October. Events and dates 
are subject to change.

For drop-in open club play every day 
at 9 a.m., we welcome new members. 
All other times require signups on the 
whiteboard by the courts. Please join 
us for the monthly paddle tennis clin-
ics that are on the third Wednesday of 
every month at 4 p.m. The next clinic 
dates are March 16 and April 20.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

playing weather in March. March also 
contains five Wednesdays giving us an 
extra day to enjoy golf. We are continu-
ing to work with the Oso Creek Golf 
Course staff on city plans to maintain 
or improve playing conditions. We 
have been informed by the course 
maintenance staff that the golf course 
will be closed during the first week of 
April for the semi-annual punching of 
greens. Additionally, the clubhouse 
and patio will be tented for termite 
fumigation. We will be adjusting our 
playing schedule accordingly.

The March Games are: March 2 – 
Blind Nine Holes; March 9 – Individual 
Low Net; March 16 – Twosome Best 
Ball; March 23 – Best 15 Holes: and 
March 30 – Team Scramble.

If you would like to join our Senior 
Men’s Golf Club, please contact our 
Membership Chairman, Bill Riethmei-
er at (949) 770-7022 or billgolf44@
cox.net.

Bill Burfeind,
(949) 305-4260 Pickleball

The monthly Pickleball Clinic will be 
held on Wednesday, March 2 at 3 p.m. 

Continued on page 22
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Pickleball
Continued from page 21

If you are not vaccinated, we ask that 
you wear a mask because clinic partic-
ipants receiving instruction are often 
standing close to the instructors, as well 
as to other participants. These clinics 
are appropriate for pickleball players 
who already have some familiarity 
with the game because instruction and 
practice on specific skills is provided.

If you are new to the sport and want 
to watch or try pickleball, our regular 
club open play times are Monday and 
Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m., and Fri-
day and Sunday from 8 to 11 a.m. If 
you would like to join the Pickleball 

Shuffleboard
Some sessions are again playing this 

month. Please check in the Pavilion 
for schedules.

Our St. Patrick’s Bingo Party takes 
place on Friday, March 18 at 6 p.m. 
Jolanda’s will be catering with a choice 

Tennis
Although it was disappointing to can-

cel the first party of 2022 in January, 
plans have been finalized for the St. 
Patty’s Day Gala on March 17. This 
party will be held in the Vista Room 
and will feature traditional corned beef 
and assorted complements. Entertain-
ment will be provided by a terrific 
band, OC Groove, so it should be a very 

Club, dues are $10 per person per 
year. Paid members are updated about 
Pickleball events each week by email.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
(949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild,
(949) 446-0005

of roast beef, turkey, ham, or corned 
beef sandwiches with salad; BYOB; 
members, $15 and guests, $17. Bingo 
cards are $1. Signups end March 16.

Mary Lou Oster,
(949) 855-3890

lively event. Following the St. Patty’s 
Gala, several other outdoor and indoor 
parties have been planned throughout 
the rest of the year.

On the courts, plans are underway 
for our spring tennis tournament, 
with details to be announced soon. 
As always, we welcome both tennis 
club members and guests to our group 
morning events on Monday mornings 
(ball machine practice) along with 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings 
(round-robin events). These activities 
are a great way to meet new players 
and get some fun court time.

Roger Gyger,
(630) 430- 9045

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

March Happenings

Free tax preparation services for 
tax year 2021are being offered by the 
Norman P. Murray Community and 
Senior Center and Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) Program. Ap-
pointments will be available between 
9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. from February 
22 through April 12 for residents living 
in zip codes 92691 and 92692 with an 
annual household income of less than 
$60,000. Call (949) 470-3062 to sched-
ule an appointment. A confirmation 
email will be sent with instructions 
regarding required documents. The 
tax team operates under an IRS/VI-
TA-approved minimal contact model, 
which requires clients to prepackage all 
required documentation and submit it 
to the client facilitator at your appoint-
ment time. You will be contacted upon 
completion of your return.

Call (949) 470-3062 for informa-
tion on, or to sign up for, the pro-
grams below.

The Age Well Drive Smart class 
is an education program specifically 
designed to help seniors tune up their 
driving skills, refresh their knowledge 
of the rules of the road, and learn about 
normal age-related physical changes 
and how they impact driving abili-
ty. Tuesday, March 8, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Course #93847. Free.

Health Talks with Dr Trinh pro-
vides an opportunity to chat about the 
hottest health topics of the day! Tues-

day, March 22, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Course #91796. Free.

Avoiding Caregiver Stress will help 
participants learn techniques to deal 
with emotions associated with caring 
for others, and to care for their own 
mental and physical health. Thurs-
day, March 17, 10 to 11 a.m. Course 
#93268. Free.

Recycled Container Bins are avail-
able at the Norman P. Murray Center 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please call before 
dropping off items to confirm con-
tainers are not full. You may recycle 
Expired Pills/Medication, Sharps, and 
Batteries. Pills must be removed from 
their individual containers and placed 
in a resealable bag for disposal. Sprays 
and creams are accepted, but not con-
trolled medications.

See the February 2022 Casta Courier 
for information about the following 
ongoing programs: Open Games; Age 
Well Lunch Program at the Murray 
Center and Meals on Wheels for the 
Homebound; Transportation Dial-A-
Taxi; and the Park-It-Market.

Go Paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  em a i l  e ac h  mon t h ,  ema i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line. Or you may call The Murray Cen-
ter at (949) 470-3062 for help.

The Bunny Caper

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

While growing up, my cousin and 
I, only seven months apart in age, 
often played together . . . and got into 
mischief together. The following mis-
chievous adventure stands out in my 
memory.

A neighbor man, who owned a large 
portion of the woods that ran behind 
our houses, developed a zoo of sorts 
by caging and caring for small animals. 
One day, while playing in my cousin’s 
yard, we noticed that two white bunnies 
had been installed in a cage behind 
her house. Drawn to them like flies 
to honey, we stood outside their cage 

trying to lure them to us, to no avail. 
Then our luck changed: we noticed that 
the cage wasn’t locked. The appeal of 
fluffy bunnies easily outweighed the 
common sense hammered into us by 
our mothers, and we each made off 
with a bunny.

Trying not to get caught, we took 
them to the end of our block and dar-
ingly crossed another street, which 
was strictly forbidden. Next, our bun-
ny-soaked brains took us to a building 
site and into a hole that was destined to 
be a house foundation. There, unaware 
of the passage of time, we blissfully 
played with our captives . . . until we 
heard our mothers calling. We froze 
in place, hoping they wouldn’t find us. 
They did, of course, and we were pun-
ished for our multiple transgressions.

So, did we learn our lessons? Yes. 
But to us, time spent playing with two 
adorable bunnies was well worth the 
punishment.

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
You know you’re old when you can remember when emojis were called 
“hieroglyphics.”

How do you know your old? People call at 9 p.m. and ask, “Did I wake you?”

Crustaceans only think of themselves. They’re so shellfish.

I bet the butcher the other day that he couldn’t reach the meat that was on 
the top shelf. He refused, saying that the steaks were too high.

One of the shortest wills ever written: “Being of sound mind, I spent all the 
money.” — by Arthur Bland

An old man was sitting on the examining table in the doctor’s office having 
his hearing checked. The doctor poked his light scope in the old man’s ear 
and said, “Hey, you have a suppository in your ear!” “Rats,” said the old 
man. “Now I know where my hearing aid went.”



The Casta CourierMarch 2022 Page  23



The Casta Courier March 2022Page  24

Getting to Know Our Neighbors
The Enoch Cousins Reunited at Casta
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Continued on page 26

City Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino
The main topic of discussion at the 

January 25 and February 8 Mission 
Viejo City Council meetings was the 
creation of five voting districts within 
the city. In future city council elections, 
each district will elect one council 
member from among its own residents. 
This new system, mandated by state 
law, will replace “at-large” elections. 
Various district maps were presented 
to the council by interested citizens, as 
well as by a professional demographer. 
The council expects to make a final 

decision on district boundaries at their 
February 22 meeting. The next election 
of city council members will be held 
in November; three districts will be 
choosing council members at that time. 
The remaining two districts will elect 
their council members in 2024.

In a special report to the council, 
Orange County Fire Authority Chief 
Capobianco discussed the excessive 
length of time ambulances have been 
taking to respond to calls during the last 
year or more. The ambulance service 
for Mission Viejo is contracted to a 
private firm through a county agency. 
Neither the city nor the Fire Authori-
ty is responsible for this. The delays 
have been caused by lengthy delays at 
hospitals where ambulances must wait 
to deliver their patients to overloaded 
emergency rooms.

Dijon Marsala Pork Tenderloin
1 lb. pork tenderloin

2 Tbsp. whole grain Dijon mustard

1 Tbsp. olive oil

1 Tbsp. butter

1 shallot, minced

6-8 cremini mushrooms, cleaned and 
sliced

½ cup Marsala wine

1 Tbsp. whole grain Dijon mustard

½ cup heavy cream

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat pork 
tenderloin with Dijon mustard and heat 
oil in a large skillet on medium-high. 
Brown meat on all sides. Transfer to 
baking dish and bake for 20 minutes. 
Remove from oven when meat regis-
ters 135 degrees. Let rest. Meanwhile, 
melt butter in same pan in which you 
browned pork. Cook shallots in butter 
until soft. Stir in sliced mushrooms 
until soft. Stir in Marsala and scrape 
pan to loosen brown bits, add last 
Tbsp. mustard and cream. Cook until 
liquid is thickened. Slice pork and 
place on serving dish and spoon sauce 
and mushrooms over the meat. Serve 
with rice.

Gary Enoch and Chuck 
Enoch share a lot. They 
both are widowers. They 
both wear glasses. They 
both like to tinker with en-
gines: Gary with Porsches, 
Chuck with B 25s. They 
both live in Casta del Sol 
within one block of each 
other. They both live in a 
Maya model. They both 
moved into Casta in Octo-
ber 2021, within one day 
of each other. They have the same last 
name. No, they are not twins. They 
are cousins. Most amazing of all, they 
had no idea that the other was moving 
to Casta.

As children, first cousins Gary and 
Chuck often saw each other. Their 
fathers were brothers. Both families 
lived in Southern California: Gary in 
Torrance, Chuck in Lancaster. Howev-
er, as the kids grew older these family 
gatherings stopped. Neither remembers 
why, or how or when. It just happened.

Gary eventually moved to Mission 
Viejo where he raised his family. 
When they grew up, he moved to San 
Luis Obispo. Chuck moved to the San 
Fernando Valley.

Chuck’s girlfriend moved to Reata 
Glen. Not only did she want him to 

live closer to her, but she also bugged 
him about his family. Didn’t he have 
any close relatives? Finally, he went 
on Facebook and found his cousin 
Gary. They reconnected. In Spring, 
2021 the cousins met and had lunch. 
This was the first time they had met in 
over 60 years. Neither indicated he was 
thinking of moving. However, Gary’s 
son was looking online at houses for 
his dad in the Mission Viejo area. He 
wanted Gary to live closer to him and 
the grandkids. Chuck was looking on-
line for rentals closer to his girlfriend. 
Somehow the stars aligned. Gary found 
a house to buy in Casta. Chuck found 
a house to rent.

Chuck’s girlfriend looked though an 
issue of the Courier. She found a listing 
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Casta and Roads,
an Interview with Jim Niswonger

Continued on page 26

Restaurant Review: Happy Hour at Lucille’s 
Smokehouse Bar-B-Que

A Good Read:
Caste, The Origins of Our Discontents

Jim Niswonger is the Chair of the 
Asphalt Special Projects Group, a 
subcommittee within the Facilities 
Committee. He has an extensive back-
ground in construction, having served 
as project manager for construction 
projects all over the world. As such, 
he worked with asphalt companies and 
asphalt inspectors.

 Q. Why are we spending so much 
money on roads in Casta?

 A. Casta has 295 streets with a com-
bined length of 23 miles and an area 
of 3.6 million square feet. We have 
150,000 square feet of parking lots 
and one mile of trails. That’s a lot of 
asphalt that needs to be repaired and 
maintained. In addition, some of the 
roads were improperly constructed.

 Q. Haven’t we been spending money 
on roads all along?

 A. Some money has been spent on 
repair and maintenance, but not 
enough. Heretofore, we have not 
spent on proper oversight to ensure 
we are getting what we pay for.

 Q. What is being done to the roads?

 A. Assessment is made of pavement 
surface condition, resulting in a 
Pavement Condition Index (PCI). 
Streets are chosen to have pavement 
improvement based on their PCI and 
location.

 If the damage is severe, reconstruc-
tion is required; part of the asphalt 
is removed, and the remaining as-
phalt and sub grade is pulverized 
and blended with cement to create a 
12-inch-thick cement stabilized base 

Article and photo by Liz Rickett
This book presents the thesis that 

racism in the United States is the result 
of a caste system that has persisted 
since the founding of our country. The 
author, Isabel Wilkerson, compares and 
contrasts the caste system in three dif-
ferent societies: India, Nazi Germany 
and the United States.

It is a fascinating theory embellished 

with stories of individuals, court deci-
sions, and extensive research. I was es-
pecially interested in her research about 
how the Nazis used the Jim Crow laws 
to make their own laws discriminating 
against Jews.

Not an easy read, but well worth the 
time. This book is available in the Casta 
del Sol Library.

Book Review by Liz Rickett

We find Happy Hour menus with 
small plates a great alternative to tra-
ditional restaurant dinners which often 
have a lot more food than we want to 
eat.

Recently, we went to Lucille’s 
Smokehouse Bar-B-Que to try their 
Happy Hour offerings. There is a wide 
variety of food offered from sand-
wiches with sides to appetizers, small 
plates, and hors d’oeuvres. Alcoholic 
beverages also are discounted during 
Happy Hour.

We tried the brisket nachos, the BLT 

wedge salad, and the brisket and blue 
cheese fries. All choices were very 
tasty. We still ended up with too much 
food, mainly because of the homemade 
biscuits with honey butter served to us 
as we were seated. 

Happy Hour is 3 to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, available in the bar, 
patio and lounge. 

Lucille’s Smokehouse Bar-B-Que 
is located at 23760 El Toro Rd., Lake 
Forest. Telephone: (949) 581-7427.

Do you have a restaurant review to 
share? Please submit to Fran Morgan 
at fmorgan17@cox.net. 

By Liz Rickett
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for Gary in the New Residents column. 
“Look,” she said. “He has your same 
last name.” The rest is history.

Getting to Know Our Neighbors
The Enoch Cousins Reunited At Casta

Casta and Roads, an Interview with Jim Niswonger

with four inches of asphalt added on 
top.

  If the damage to the road is less se-
vere, mill and overlay is done. Three 
inches of asphalt is removed and 
replaced with new asphalt.

 If the road is in good condition, it is 
maintained by repairing cracks and 
applying a seal coat every five to six 
years.

 Q. Why can’t the roads be done all 
at once?

 A. Not only would the cost be pro-
hibitive, but it would cause problems 

with access and scheduling.

Q. Will we ever finish the road work?

 A. No, but we can get all the roads to 
a good condition where they can be 
maintained for minimum cost.

 Q. Why doesn’t the city pay for the 
roads?

 A. We are a private community 
with restricted access. Since other 
residents of Mission Viejo have no 
access to Casta, we must pay for im-
provements and maintenance.

Continued from page 25

Continued from page 24
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


