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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

Casta Rules and 
Regulations/
Architectural 
Guidelines Updates

At the February 3 Workshop 
meeting, the Board of Directors 
will discuss proposed changes 
for the Casta del Sol Rules and 
Regulations and the Architectural 
Standards and Guidelines. The 
proposed new and/or amended 
documents will be distributed to 
membership by mail, except in 
the case where homeowners have 
opted in for electronic notification. 
For homeowners who opted for 
the electronic notification, they 
will receive an email version of 
all proposed changes from the 
staff. The Board of Directors will 
hear homeowner comments on the 

President’s
Message
Randy 
Thompson, 
President

I sit here writ-
ing this February 
article on January 
4, 2022, as we 
enter our third calendar year with 
the COVID-19 pandemic. As with 
the past calendar years, the Board 
continues to follow the guidance of 
federal, state and local authorities 
regarding how we should proceed 
in protecting ourselves, as well as 
the Casta del Sol community.

 I have learned many things on 
our journey with COVID-19.

•  It was necessary to isolate our-
selves in order to gain protec-
tion from the virus.

•  The virus easily mutates when 
protocols set forth are not fol-
lowed, whether that be will-
fully, or because some less 

You didn’t have to be a pirate 
to thoroughly enjoy the Social 

Committee’s New Year’s Eve party 
with a pirate theme. There was fun and 
games for all hearty souls and landlub-
bers alike. Entertainer Roy Sutherland 
kept the evening hopping along with 

dance instruction, karaoke, and games 
enough to make the evening memo-
rable. Martinez Catering served up a 

scrumptious meal 
of Prime Rib or 
salmon, 
baked 
potato, 
aspara-
gus, and 
a  v e r y 
wicked 
choco-
late cake. 

There was plenty of pirate’s 
punch on hand, or hook, to wet 
your thirst.

Several attendees lent their voice for 
the many karaoke breaks, with enthu-
siastic applause all around. One of the 
most hilarious and contested games 

was Simon Says. Many contestants 
thought they had been wrongly duped, 
but Roy was masterful at tripping 
people up. Rosalie Molloy endured to 
the end and won. Line dance instruc-

tion is a favorite in Roy’s repertoire 
as he filled the dance floor again and 
again – sometimes to overboard…er…
overflow.

The pirates

Getting to Know Our Neighbors:
Alison Sansone and Jerry Berens
By Liz Rickett, photo by Kip Isbell

When two or more Casta residents 
meet for the first time, the inquiry, 
“How long have you lived here” is 
usually mentioned. A similar question 
arises when garden lot owners first 
meet. Recently the Vegetable Garden 
Club, chaired by President Jeff Perrin, 
decided to acknowledge those individ-
uals who have been gardening at Casta 
del Sol for ten years or more. To the 
club’s surprise, 20 lot owners qualified 
for the milestone award.

The longevity award goes to Joyce 

Accomplishments
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

Joyce Sawaya, who has gardened at 
CdS since the early 90s, shows off a 
watermelon radish.

Lynne Crum presents Bill Stetzel with 
a 10-year pin and Vegetable Garden 
apron.

When Alison Sansone moved to 
Casta del Sol six years ago, she was 
still working full time. She knew she 
wanted to start a new chapter in her life 
and wanted that chapter to take place in 
Mission Viejo, where her son, the pas-
tor at Harbor Point Church, and three 
grandchildren lived. Luckily, she met 
wonderful neighbors who introduced 
her to the great activities at Casta. One 
of these was the annual Tennis Dinner 

in December 2018. She signed 
up with her new friends, three 
single women and two cou-
ples. There was an empty seat. 

Jerry Berens was a snow 
bird. He spent half the year in 
Missoula, Montana, where he 
raised his family, and the other 
half here in Casta. He was here 
in Casta December 2018 and 
wanted to attend the Tennis 

Dinner. The only seat available was at 
the table where Alison and her friends 
were seated.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Opinion letters must also be sub-
mitted by email by the eighth and 
may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets in 
the Garden Room on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 
a.m. or on Zoom as Casta health 
mandates may require.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Secretary: Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Treasurer: Matt Loftus mloft107@gmail.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Joseph Hachadoorian  joecdsbod@gmail.com
 Marci Smith marcitayorsmith@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1

Continued on page 6

INSIDE

Pres. & Mgr. Reports  ..................  1-2
Association News  ....  2-4, 6, 8-9
Committees of the Board  .10, 12
Bulletin Board  ..........................  12
Opinions  ..................................  13
Clubs & Activities ..........  13, 16-18
Calendar  ...............................  14
Feature of the Month  ............  15
Sports  ..............................  18-20
Casta Connections  ..........  20-21
People, Places and Events  ........
  ......................... 22, 24, 26
Classifieds  ............................  27

fortunate people do not have the 
ability to avail themselves of the 
health benefits many of us enjoy.  

•  During that isolation period, many 
of us became more familiar with 
how important our computers are to 
our continued community involve-
ment and getting things done, i.e., 
Zoom meetings, online ordering of 
groceries, meals, and other products, 
as well as communication with fam-
ily and friends.

•  Our computers and televisions have 
also shown us that there is a vast 
amount of misinformation being dis-
tributed regarding subjects related to 
the pandemic.

•  Once a vaccine was developed and 
we received our three shots, we 
found that things began to open up 
for us and we were free to again 
move around in a more normal 
pattern, but with precautions.

•  It may feel like we are back at 
square one with the virus, however 
this time we are better armed with 
vaccines, we have better knowledge 
of how to protect ourselves and how 
to get things done so that we can go 
about our lives the best that we can. 

In the end, it is imperative that we 
must protect ourselves without wait-
ing for others to take care of us. That 
may mean isolating when necessary or 
avoiding social situations. So, as we 
continue this journey, be kind to those 
around you even if they have a different 
opinion on the pandemic than you do. 
Do what you need to do.

See you here next month.

proposed changes at all Board meetings 
beginning February 3 through March 
17. Following the anticipated March 17 
Board approval, the final rules will be 
mailed to homeowners by regular mail 
or email. All Board approved changes 
will also be added to the 2022 Casta 
del Sol Telephone Book.

If you have any suggested changes, 
additions or deletions to either of the 
documents, please provide your sug-
gestions in writing to management 
or attend a Board meeting and make 
your comments directly to the Board. 
All suggestions will be provided to 
the Board of Directors for review and 
possible inclusion in the documents.

Live-In Care Provider
As an age restricted community, pur-

suant to California Civil Code Section 
51.3, residency by persons under 55 
years of age is generally prohibited.  
However, this section permits residents 
of an age restricted community to have 
live-in care providers should they meet 
certain qualifications.

A resident wishing to have a live-in 
care provider must obtain prior ap-
proval from the general manager. Such 
approval is usually given for thirty days 
or a specified longer period based upon 
satisfactory information submitted. The 
resident must submit a completed Care 
Provider Certification form which can 
be picked up at the recreation center. 
The certification form must clearly 
describe: the nature of the illness or 
disability, the time period during which 
the illness is expected to last, specific 
information about the care services to 
be provided to the resident and a sig-
nature from the resident’s physician.

If you have a live-in care provider and 
have yet to register this person, please 
come to the office and pick up the re-
quired Care Provider Certification form 
immediately. Temporary residence by 
anyone not qualifying to live in Casta 
del Sol is not permitted for more than 
sixty days in any 12-month period. 

To best protect you and your loved 
ones, it is always a good practice to 
consider references and perform back-
ground checks when hiring a care giver. 
Do your best to be sure the person 
opening your mail is trustworthy and 
sharing it with you, the resident. In the 
recent past, there have been some care 
providers receiving traffic violations 
and the Board is unsure whether the 
resident even knew about the violation.

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Red Imported 
Fire Ant 

The red imported fire ant (Solenopsis 
invicta) is a small ant ranging from 1/16 
to 1/5 of an inch in length and is native 
to South America. They are dark red in 
color with a dark brown shiny abdo-
men. This ant is considered dangerous 
because, unlike most ants, this species 
delivers stings that produce immediate 
pain with a burning and/or itching sen-
sation, and raised pustules form within 
a day or two of being bitten. This is 
the website for more information on 
fire ant: www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/
PESTNOTES/pn7487.html.

These are not the everyday ants that 
invade your homes. In areas that are not 

disturbed, red imported fire ants typi-
cally make dome-shaped mounds that 
are about eighteen inches across and 
about eight to twelve inches tall and are 
a problem for the mowing equipment. 
A homeowner in Casta del Sol recently 
reported fire ants in the Rec Ctr 2 lawn 
bowling green. The Orange County 
Vector Control District inspector, Matt 
Eseltine, was out the next day to treat 
them with a non-toxic bait. He will con-
tinue baited treatments as needed for 
control. For red fire ants in the common 
areas, the Association is responsible 
for contacting OC Vector Control to 
arrange treatment of the pests. Ants that 
are in a home or on private property are 
the responsibility of the homeowner 
and should be treated by a pest control 
operator at the homeowner’s expense.

Contact the OC Vector Control if you 
suspect fire ants at (949) 654-2421, or 
at their website, www.ocvector.org.

The OC Vector control and our HOA 
do not treat fire ants, or any other ant 
species, in homes. The fire ants have 

News You Can Use
Upper Lot/Lower Lot 

Parking at Rec Ctr 1
In the Rec Ctr 1 parking lot you 

may see an upper lot/lower lot 
sign when you enter. The upper 
lot is suggested for residents who 
are visiting the administration 
building or the Fiesta Room. The 
lower portion of the parking lot is 
where the Emeritus class students 
will be directed and is suggested 
for those residents utilizing the 
lower part of the clubhouse, i.e., 
pool, shuffleboard, etc.  This 
saves space in the upper lot for 
those entering the Fiesta building.
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Board Meeting Highlights
January 20, 2022

•  The Board approved Treasurer Matt Loftus’s financial reports as presented. 
(See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  The Board approved a process to allow the Election Committee, in coor-
dination with Homeowner Association Management Staff and the Election 
Committee Board Liaison, to create and publish the various State Civil Code 
and Association Operating Rules required General Notices at least 30 days 
in advance of specified Election milestones.

•  Approved moving forward with the proposed 2022 Asphalt Restoration 
plan which will be submitted to the asphalt engineering contractor, GMU, 
to review and to be used in subsequent preparation of an asphalt request 
for proposal (RFP) to selected licensed asphalt contractors.

•  Approved the proposal from Patio Guys to refurbish Pool 1 furniture by re-
strapping 19 chairs and 21 chaise lounge chairs for a total cost of $4,541.06.

•  Approved the Annual Calendar and Budget Calendar for the year 2022 as 
presented.

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) for repairing 
the sewer lines at 28137 Espinoza and 27821 Calle Valdes due to common 
area tree roots for a total of $12,940.

•  Approved the list of homeowner volunteers to serve on the Architectural 
Committee for the calendar year 2022.

•  Authorized the Association to enter into a contract with Pilot Painting and 
Construction for the 2022 painting project, with the president and secretary 
authorized to sign the agreement on behalf of the Association.

•  Approved the HOA to apply to the Metropolitan Water District of Orange 
County for the Spray to Drip rebate ($0.50 per square foot) for a potential 
rebate to the Association in an amount of $1,995 based on converting 3,389 
square feet of overhead irrigation to drip irrigation.

•  Approved filling in the inoperable spike space outside Gate 4 with concrete 
to be accomplished by Casta del Sol Maintenance staff at a cost not to exceed 
$150.

•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 
due to COVID-19, Version 16 effective immediately to include extending 
universal indoor masking for all residents and guests at Casta del Sol rec-
reation centers to comply with the California statewide mandate and to stay 
in effect until February 15, 2022.

•  Approved recording liens on four accounts, as the homeowners are at least 
two months behind in their assessment payments.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 35 delinquencies totaling 
$49,121. The Board held a workshop to review the Rules and Regulations of 
the Association. They will be discussed again at the February 3 workshop. 
Residents will have opportunities to comment at the meetings of February 
17 and March 3.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported there were 207 
landscape maintenance requests this month, with a total of 3,949 during 
2021. He reported on a dangerous tree that was removed near Nervo and 
Ventura. There are three pine trees scheduled for removal near the fountain 
on Calle Valdes. The park is currently staked for new trees, which will 
provide shade in the park.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli rreported on the refur-
bishment of gates, signage, and street signs.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held February 
17, 2022, at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room. The next workshop meeting will be 
held February 3, 2022, at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Fran Morgan,
Courier Chair

Continued on page 9

**For a copy of the December 2021 Treasurer’s Report, refer to castadelsol.
com, Recreation Center bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

December Treasurer’s Report
Total HOA Assets as of December 31, 2021 are $5,856,203, a decrease of 
$315,235 from last month. This includes the following:

•  Operating Cash is $1,074,956. This balance includes $378,563 in cash, 
$396,393 of funds invested in a money market account and $300,000 invested 
in three CDs with interest rates between .05 and .35%. During December 
2021, two of these CDs matured and funds were reinvested into two $100,000 
Goldman Sachs Bank CDs, each with .35% rates and both maturing on De-
cember 29, 2022.

•  Reserve Cash is $4,576,482. This includes $1,171,171 invested in a money 
market account, and $3,400,000 invested in seventeen CDs with interest rates 
between .05 and .75% plus prepaid taxes and interest. During December 2021, 
three of these CDs matured and funds were reinvested in CD purchases as 
follows:

•   Bank of China: $200,000 CD earning .35% interest that was purchased on 
December 2, 2021, and will mature on December 15, 2022.

•  First National Bank: $200,000 CD earning .70% interest that was purchased 
on December 22, 2021, and will mature on December 29, 2023.

•  WebBank SLC: $200,000 CD earning .75% interest that was purchased on 
December 22, 2021, and will mature on December 29, 2023.

•  Texas Capital Bank: $200,000, .20% interest CD will mature on February 
7, 2022.

•  Capital Fund balance is $82,695. This is funded by budgeting $2 per month 
per homeowner, plus interest.

•  Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $59,945. The allowance for 
Bad Debts is $41,237. The allowance is adjusted monthly and is equal to 
outstanding receivable balances over 31days.

The following is a selection of our operating category expenses for 2021.

ITEM ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

General
Administration $1,168,106 $1,310,634 +$142,528

Land
Maintenance $2,920,398 $3,111,660 +$191,262

Recreation/
Lifestyle $410,354 $460,546 +$50,192

Repairs and
Maintenance $242,318 $284,187 +$41,869

Traffic Control $789,731 $792,349 +$2,618

Utilities $1,684,374 $1,351,280 (-$333,094)

TOTALS:
Before Reserves $7,215,281 $7,310,656 $95,375

The following is as a selection of our operating category expenses for the 
month of December.

General & Administrative:
•  Insurance is $5,092 of which $323 is over monthly budget. Given the esca-

lating insurance costs experienced during 2021, we were fortunate to have 
obtained coverage for 2022 at a Total Annual Premium of $72,432. This 
annual premium amount came in after development of the 2022 budget.

•   Bad Debt Expense was adjusted down by $8,244, which makes for a pos-
itive variance in this category of $9,494. This credit is due to the monthly 
adjustment of the allowance of Bad Debt.

•   Utilities: Trash and Recycling Service  is $32,299, which is $12,965 over 
budget due to the unexpected cost increase from Waste Management.
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Yo, Ho, Ho!
Continued from page 1

Not everyone made it to the stroke 
of midnight to ring in the New Year 
of 2022, but plenty to make it a noisy 
celebration with champagne to toast the 
promise of a joyful year ahead.

Jack Sparrow’s ladies?

Table decorations by Valerie’s mom.

Ginger Wallace sings.

Brian Molloy sings.

Simon Says 
competition
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

February 2022
Anderson, June .................................Unlisted ....................... (562) 212-0217
 Bellflower, CA
Burnett, Madison ..............................28525 Cano ................. (702) 497-5288
 Las Vegas, NV
Dyvig, Barbara .................................28104 Espinoza ........... (949) 433-6322
 Mission Viejo, CA
Jarvis, Katherine ..............................28385 Pacheco ............ (650) 730-3333
 South Jordan, UT
Lai, Hsan-Wang ...............................28393 Alava ................ (407) 924-2847
 Mission Viejo, CA
Olsen, Julie .......................................28136 Calle Casal ....... (909) 553-1993
 San Bernardino, CA
Sethna, Hormuzd & Parizad ............28058 Espinoza ........... (949) 298-0084
    ................................................................................... (949) 298-0076
 Upland, CA
Stare, Mary Ann ...............................Unlisted ....................... (773) 490-0743
 Chino Hills, CA
Taylor-Ellis, Terri ............................Unlisted ....................... (562) 304-3975
 Trabuco Canyon, CA
Turley-Kirchner, Mary .....................27780 Espinoza ........... (949) 702-2684
 Aliso Viejo, CA
Wang, Chang-Tang ..........................28393 Alava ................ (949) 565-5000
Wang, Hwei Min ................................................................... (949) 485-0109
 Mission Viejo, CA
Zinke, Carol & Curtis ......................27665 Via Granados ... (760) 809-0427
    ................................................................................... (760) 809-7352
 Laguna Niguel, CA

Getting to Know Our Neighbors:
Alison Sansone and Jerry Berens

Jerry took that seat. He began talking 
with Alison. She thought they had a lot 
in common and he seemed nice. She 
mentioned she needed a fan installed.

He was determined to pursue a re-
lationship. She was not listed in the 
directory. He used his detective skills 
to find her, a blonde who lived in an 
attached home.

December 30, 2018, Alison’s bell 
rang. It was Jerry. Not only had he 
found her; he was ready to install her 
fan. Eight hours later, fan installed, he 
took her to dinner at Piccolino’s.

They found they had common inter-
ests: travel, golf, the symphony, eating 
out, good Italian food. They even had 
friends in common.

She went to Missoula and met his 
friends. They met each other’s families. 
They traveled together to Israel. The re-
lationship strengthened and deepened.

Jerry asked her son and his sons for 
permission to marry Alison. The ver-
dict was a resounding YES. The couple 
was married December 2021, at the 
Ranch in Laguna Beach, three years 
to the day they met. The officiant was 
her son, a minister with Harbor Point 
Church. And they will live happily 
ever after.

Alison wants everyone to know she 
will always to be grateful to Linda, 
Terry, Jan, Steve, Annie and Darlene 
at Table 14 which is now her lucky 
number.

Continued from page 1

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

been around for a few years and ap-
pear to be difficult, if not impossible, 

to completely eradicate. Like other 
invasive species of bugs, plants, and 
diseases, we must be aware of the 
consequences of contact.

Recently a CdS resident was 
scammed by an emailer offering a 
link to a website that would sell them 
Bitcoins (a type of cryptocurrency). 
Cryptocurrencies are complicated, 
very confusing to new users and 
lightly regulated - all of which makes 
them an ideal target for scammers. 
Someone, like the aforementioned 
emailer, might offer you investment 
and business opportunities that 

promise to make you big money 
or give you financial freedom. But 
remember, only a scammer will guar-
antee that you will make money - in 
dollars or in cryptocurrency.

How do you avoid phishing scams: 
(1) Use common sense, and (2) Don’t 
trust unsolicited emails or phone 
calls.

If you’ve spotted a scam or been 
the victim of one, you can report it 
to the Federal Trade Commission.

Fraud Alert: Cryptocurrency Scams
By Jeff McCoy



The Casta CourierFebruary 2022 Page  7



The Casta Courier February 2022Page  8

 

News You Can Use
How to Sign Up for Eblasts
Please sign up for eblasts for the most up-to-date connection you can 

have with all that goes on in Casta del Sol by contacting Valerie Hanich at 
vhanich@powerstonepm.com. You can also find eblasts on the CdS website, 
www.castadelsol.com.

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

The following projects have been 
completed or are in progress.

•  The 2021 Painting Project, weather 
permitting, should be completed by 
the end of January.

•  Building D/Gym Remodel Project 
is proceeding at the Steiner Studios 
Design Firm to obtain bids for the 
construction of the project.

•  Gates 3 and 4 modifications are 
awaiting city approval.

•  The 2022 asphalt project is current-
ly going out for bidding.

•  Fencing repair of slump stone and 
iron along Jeronimo is tentatively 
scheduled to begin in April.

•  A selection of existing pool chairs 
and chaises at Rec Ctrs 1 and 2 
pools will be restrapped.

•  The 2022 Painting Project is pro-
jected to tentatively begin in March. 

Reporting Broken or Malfunction-
ing Lights

Southern California Edison (SCE) 
owns and maintains most of the street-
lights in our community. Requests for 
repairs or maintenance, such as an 
outage, should be directed to SCE. You 
may contact SCE directly at (800) 611-
1911, or submit an online SCE Street 
Light Outage Form to report an issue.

Ed Pedroncelli
Maintenance Coordinator

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com
(949) 215-9155

News You Can Use
Residents Are Asking . . .
Q:  Why are there so many trees recently being removed at Casta del 

Sol?

A.  In some cases when the original trees were planted, they were too close 
to houses or in improper locations. In other cases, there are diseases 
causing the need for tree removal.

Q: Why are the tree roots causing so many issues?

A:  When the trees were planted at CdS initially, they were placed over the 
sewer lines instead of away from them.

Q. Why does it cost so much to remove trees?

A.  In addition to removing a tree, there are various other elements including 
stump grinding, regrading, and resodding. In some cases, pipes need to 
be replaced.

Vegetable Garden Club Honors
Milestone Accomplishments

Sawaya who is beginning her 31st year 
of gardening. Over the years, Joyce 
has grown a variety of vegetables, 
like watermelon radishes and flowers, 
which she uses to create jewelry. Her 
garden also includes garlic plants to 
ward off bugs and rubber snakes to 
scare off birds.

The following gardeners were given 
an apron and engraved gold pin to 

commemorate their accomplishment: 
Sandy Bates, Wes and Elaine Bickel, 
Tom and Linda Brockmiller, John 
and Lynne Crum, Candis Davis, Vera 
Devlin, Randy and Carole Gish, Sara 
Henninger, Mickie Hill, Elaine and Kip 
Isbell, Valerie Kohler, Frank and Hedy 
LaMonica, Kathie and Bob Mutch, 
Howie and Carol Mattoon, Nancy and 
Ed Pratt, David and Liz Rickett, Joyce 
Sawaya, Don Silber, Bill and Becky 
Stetzel, and Steve and Judy Tobey.

Continued from page 1
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December Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

Treasurer’s Comments:
The preliminary December financial statements reflect a current year surplus 

of $109,318. This amount will be reduced as we continue to receive 2021 
expenditures in January and February.

During 2021, Casta del Sol paid $1,321,141 for asphalt work and oversight 
that included deep mill and overlay repairs of a number of streets in our As-
sociation that have not received necessary repairs for several years.

This year Casta del Sol has increased reserve contributions to pay for needed 
road repair that is to be completed during the next several years. In an effort 
to obtain more competitive pricing, our Facilities Committee is working to 
obtain road repair contractor bids early in 2022 when contractors are sched-
uling their yearly work calendars. Please be aware that this year-end report 
is subject to change following the Association’s upcoming audit. 

Financial Statement
Upon motion duly made and seconded January 20, 2022, the Board approved 

the December 31, 2021 financial statement, this Treasurer’s Report, and 
ratifies the review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers 
of funds and purchase of new CDs made in this period and reflected in the 
financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
Matt Loftus, Treasurer

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
You know you’re old when you can remember when emojis were called 
“hieroglyphics.

How do you know your old? People call at 9 p.m. and ask, “Did I wake you?”
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Continued on page 12

Budget and Finance
The Budget and Finance (B&F) 

Committee continues to review the 
December financial statements and 

Greenbelt
One of the Greenbelt Committee’s 

goals for 2022 is to reduce water usage, 
which will reduce water and landscap-
ing costs. One way to do this is to take 
advantage of the Turf Replacement and 
Spray-to-Drip Rebate Programs offered 
by the Santa Margarita Water District. 
Using both rebate programs concur-
rently can provide the HOA with a re-
bate of $3.50 per square foot and reduce 
water usage by 30% to 50%. According 
to the Santa Margarita Water District, 
“The Turf Replacement Program takes 
a multi-pronged approach to maximize 
water utilization and conservation. 
Removing turf grass is one of the most 
water conscious adjustments a home-
owner can make to reduce their water 
usage and associated costs. Converting 
irrigation systems to drip, hand-wa-
tering or installing water efficient mi-

Facilities
The Facilities Committee submitted 

numerous detailed Committee Recom-
mendations to the Board of Directors 

Election
In December, the Election Com-

mittee got started with plans for the 
2022 election of four candidates to 
the Board. In January, we submitted 
to the Board our Calendar of Events, 
Civil Code required changes to our 
Election Operating Rules, and a Com-
mittee Recommendation concerning 
the posting of General Notices. The 
Calendar and General Notice plans 
were approved, and the Election Rule 
changes will next follow Civil Code 
approval requirements and be distrib-
uted for member comments.

We will hold our next meeting on 
January 18. The subject due for review 
and finalization is the Candidate Ap-
plication, which must receive Board 
approval in February and be available 
to members no later than March 1. To 
have a candidate’s picture and resume 
in the May Courier, applications must 
be submitted by April 1.

Our committee meets each month 
at 3 p.m. on the Tuesday just prior to 
the Thursday Board Meeting, in the 
Garden Room. If you are interested in 
learning about the election process, you 
are welcome to attend.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, (949) 305-4260
Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

Architectural
The Architectural Committee is again 

talking about trash containers and the 
policies going forward with our third 
state-mandated organic waste trash 
container. Most of our homeowners 
love the fact that Casta del Sol has had 
an out of view rule with regards to trash 
containers. With the addition of the 
third container, we understand that it 
may be difficult for some to be compli-
ant with the rule, but we have decided 
to leave the rule in place and add to the 
rule explicit language to help guide you 
in having trash containers out of view. 
We have rewritten the S&Gs Section 
7.2 d. and, with Board approval, will 
adopt the language this month. The 
proposed section will read: Trash con-
tainers when not placed on the street 
for scheduled pick-up, must be kept 
in an approved enclosed structure, or 
garage, or behind a fenced side yard 

and must not be in view from the street.

The Architectural Committee has 
considered the task of following this 
rule for all homeowners, and we under-
stand that each homeowner must decide 
how they will handle trash container 
compliance. We can, when asked, give 
you some ideas of how some home-
owners are making plans to handle 
their trash containers but ultimately 
it is each homeowner’s responsibility 
to become and to stay compliant. The 
Committee will be inspecting in the 
coming months, as the new third trash 
container is due to arrive, to see that all 
homeowners are in compliance.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

year-end adjustments since many 
December invoices are received in the 
months after year-end. As of November 
30, the 2021 surplus was $24,329 but it 
will be modified by December invoices 
and adjustments. In preliminary review 
of the Casta del Sol financials, the 
reserve and interest levels will satisfy 
the beginning funding levels required 
by the 2022 Reserve Study.

We welcomed Jay Hong as a new 
B&F Committee member in January. 
He has an extensive business back-
ground and will be a valuable addition 
to our committee. Thank you, Jay.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. We meet regularly 
on the third Monday of each month at 
1 p.m. via Zoom.

Because the February meeting is 
scheduled on a holiday, the meeting 
will be rescheduled. Please look for 
details in eblasts.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Matt Loftus, Liaison 

for action during December and Janu-
ary. The 2022 Pavement Improvement 
Project, to be funded through the annu-
al Reserves budget, is a major priority 
community-wide project. By moving 
forward with this project early in the 
year, we hope to take advantage of the 
currently projected costs before labor 
and oil-based supplies increase in price. 
Another major Reserves expenditure 
will be to replace and repair, as needed 
due to deterioration, the wrought iron 
and slumpstone fencing along Jeron-
imo. The Home Painting Project for 
2022 is moving ahead for 317 homes. 
The current Fitness Center area in 
Building D is moving closer to the 
actual remodeling process as asbestos 
testing proceeds, along with HVAC 
relocation. And for our residents who 
enjoy using our pools, refurbishing 
and re-strapping of the pool furniture 
is being planned. Exposure to the sun, 
chemicals, and body oils has taken 
its toll, but the metal structure of the 
existing furniture is in good condition 
so replacing the strapping material and 
refurbishing the existing furniture is 
much more cost effective than buying 
new furniture.

Our meetings are open to all residents 
in person, as well as on Zoom. We meet 
on the fourth Thursday of the month at 
9 a.m. in the Vista Room. Please attend. 
We are actively seeking homeowner 
comments and ideas to help us provide 
finished projects that meet the needs of 
our community and its residents.

Donna Guild, Committee Member, 
(949) 446-0005

Marci Smith, Liaison
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Greenbelt
Continued from page 10

Traffic
Did you know:

Nordic Security officers give citations 
for speeding, parking, and running stop 
signs. They observe these violations 
(speed is tracked with a radar gun) and 
note the details. They are not allowed 

Welcome
Welcome as always to newcomers 

in the community. Members of the 
Welcome Committee contact new resi-
dents to arrange a meeting to provide a 
packet of information about the many 
programs and clubs in Casta del Sol 
and to answer your questions. We look 
forward to meeting each one of you. If 
you have not yet been contacted by one 
of our members and wish to meet, you 
may email me to arrange a time and 
place to get together.

Welcome to Casta once again and 
best wishes as you start your first full 
year in the community.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Marci Smith, Liaison

Social
The Social Committee is starting out 

the new year with new energy, new 
ideas and new members.

We are sorry to have to cancel our 
planned Valentine’s Day party, but 
due to the prevalence of COVID-19, 
we think it is the correct thing to do. 
But fear not; we have a lot in store for 
everyone.

Throughout the COVID-19 shut-
down, we have had many new residents 
joining us in Casta del Sol and we have 
not had an official chance to welcome 
them. On April 30, in conjunction with 
the Welcome Committee, we plan to 
hold a New Resident Open House. 
This will give all our new neighbors 
a chance to meet and greet each other, 
get introduced to our many committees 
and clubs, and be entertained. And of 
course, a little food is in order.

Our ever-popular Memorial Day 
Celebration will be held Monday, May 
30 with food, entertainment, and our 
own Veteran’s Club to help us honor 
those who have sacrificed so much for 
our country.

Summer discussions are underway 
for our Taco Tuesday Fiesta and our 
Hoedown. Also, be mindful that 2022 
marks the 50th anniversary of Casta 
del Sol; you can be certain the Social 
Committee will be doing something 
fabulous to celebrate.

If anyone has an interest in joining 
our committee, new members (and 
their ideas) are always welcome. We 
meet the first Friday of every month at 
10 a.m. in the Garden Room.

Amy Lake, Chair, (516) 263-7941
Arlake225@gmail.com
Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

Library
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
All About Me, Mel Brooks

Beasts of a Little Land, Juhea Kim

cro-spray systems or rotating nozzles 
ensures that landscape watering is as 
efficient as possible.” This will also 
reduce landscaping costs. Therefore, 
the Greenbelt Committee is reviewing 
multiple sites within our community 
that would benefit from these rebate 
programs.

The Drought Recovery Project ap-
proved by the Board on April 15, 2021, 
involves 23,655 sq. ft. of turf removal 
with a projected rebate of $71,421 for 
turf removal from the Santa Margarita 
Water District. There has been a re-
quest for an extension on this project, 
and it is scheduled to be completed by 
January 21.

The Greenbelt Committee meets in 
the Garden Room on the second Tues-
day of the month at 9 a.m.

Jodie Trainer, Chair, (949) 836-6511
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

Better Off Dead,
 Lee Child & Andrew Child

Dava Shastri’s Last Day,
 Kirthana Ramisetti

O Beautiful, Jung Yun

Our Country Friends, Gary Shteyngart

Termination Shock, Neal Stephenson

The Maid, Nita Prose

Twenty Years Later, Charlie Donlea

Vanderbilt,
  Anderson Cooper & Katherine 

Howe

Will, Will Smith & Mark Manson

Wish You Were Here, Jodi Picoult

Large Print:
An Irish Country Yuletide,
 Patrick Taylor

Antiques Carry On, Barbara Allan

Damnation Spring, Ash Davidson

Dinner on Primrose Hill, Judie Thomas

Nighthawking, Russ Thomas

Reckoning at Lost Hope,
 Robert McKee

Sleeping Bear, Connor Sullivan

Someone Perfect, Mary Balogh

The Inheritance, JoAnn Ross

The Midnight Lock, Jeffrey Deaver
Pat Vitti, Chair, (949) 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

to and will not stop drivers.

Violation letters are mailed to and 
are the responsibility of the owner of 
the residence. This means that if your 
guest or vendor commits a violation, 
the citation will be mailed to you. You 
are responsible for the fine, not the 
driver of the violating vehicle.

Stop signs mean STOP; it’s not a 
suggestion to slow down or almost 
pause. A complete stop is when a ve-
hicle is at a speed of ZERO. Rolling 
stops (or so-called California stops) are 
not permissible under California VC 
22450. A rolling stop is when a vehicle 
does not come to a complete stop. The 
vehicle is still in motion, even if at just 
the slightest of speeds. Some people 
believe that there is a three-second rule 
in California that mandates all drivers 
stop for at least three seconds at stop 
signs. This is not true.

In addition to adding guests via your 
DwellingLIVE profile, you may call 
any gate to give the attendant the name 
of an expected visitor. That information 
is shared electronically with all gates.

Lynn Yeazel, Co-Chair,
(949) 582-0212 (lyhdtv@gmail.com)

Mary Elizabeth Wing, Co-Chair, 
(626) 236-3176

(mewinghome@gmail.com)
Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
Q: What job did the frog have at the hotel? A: Bellhop

Q: What do you call a bear with no teeth? A: Gummybear

Q: How do you organize a space party? A: You planet

Two windmills are standing in a wind farm. One asks, “What’s your favorite 
kind of music?” The other says, “I’m a big metal fan.”
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Baby Boomers
The first Baby Boomers Club party 

is scheduled for March 5. The theme 
is Spring Break, and the band playing 
is one of our favorites – Shenanigans. 
Expect the type of music that evokes 
the parties we had in our youth and 
traveling to those vacation destinations 
when school was out. A sumptuous 

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol who 

has an interest in participating in the 
study of the Bible is welcome to join 
us. This is an active group of folks from 

Continued on page 16

Opinion
I would like to comment on the Pres-

ident’s summary of our association’s 
relationship with, and selection of 
contractors. I completely agree with 
his explanation of value in maintain-
ing continuity with qualified vendors 
who demonstrate a high degree of 
competence. A vendor who has shown 
a professional commitment to our asso-
ciation may not be the cheapest choice 
but they are likely the least expensive. 
A working professional relationship 
with key vendors is important, but it 
must never give a vendor a sense of 
entitlement. This will happen if they 
are allowed to propose contract in-
creases four times the rate of inflation 

at the time of the contract and are not 
challenged with competitive bidding. 
Nothing should cause the skipping of 
a critical financial control procedure 
such as putting major contracts out to 
bid at every renewal date. I hope the 
Board would follow this discipline for 
all major contracts, without exception, 
in the future. I believe every critic 
should be balanced with praise where 
due. In the case of the Board in general 
and the President in particular, they 
invest an incredible amount of time 
managing our complex operation, and 
I appreciate it.

Bob Crooks

meal featuring typical spring break fare 
will allow attendees to indulge. More 
details of this event will be communi-
cated closer to the planned date. So, 
stay tuned for updates.

 Although we only had one Baby 
Boomers party in 2021, those who 
attended could gauge our club’s ap-

proach, including live band music, lots 
of dancing, great food, fun décor, and 
raffle prizes. Remember, residents of 
all ages are welcome.

Dues of $10 for 2022 club mem-
bership will be accepted starting in 
January. Membership entitles you to 
discounted prices for our parties. For 
questions, please contact Cathy John-
son at (949) 305-4705.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

different churches. Our studies are 
varied, but always Bible-oriented. We 
examine and/or question the study of 
the day, but always keep the discussion 
on topic and from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram at (949) 633-
4803.

Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,

(949) 354-1460
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 17 16

 25 24 23 22 21

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

 15 14  19

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - February 2022 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... M, 6 p.m., F;
 W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 5:45 p.m., H

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                    Finance, V, Z

  7

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                       Luncheon, V

12 p.m. Lawn Bowling
                          Event, LBP

  8

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

Rubber Bridge ...................M, 11 a.m.,F
Scrabble ...........................T, 6:30 p.m., L
Shuffle League Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super ....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training .................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers ........................W, 1 p.m., G
Tennis  ..............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.;
 M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 12:45 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                     Meeting, V,Z

  1 p.m. Canine
              Companions, LBP

  9 a.m. Traffic, G

  6

 26

10:30 a.m. ARMDI
                              Event, V

 27

 13

 20

 18

Note: All meetings are subject to a change of location or being on Zoom.

St. Valentine’s Day

President’s Day

February
2022

10 a.m. Welcome, G
  3 p.m. Election
                  Committee, G

  9 a.m. Facilities, V,Z

Recreation Center 1
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

  9  10  12 11

  5

 28

10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, V

Recreation Center 1 & 2:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Recreation Center 1:
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Recreation Center 2:
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., G
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball ..........................F,S, 9 a.m., TC
 M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies .....................1st W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F

Flag Day

 10 a.m. Library, G

  1

  1 p.m. Architectural, G
  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                  Workshop, V,Z

  2   3   4

 10 a.m. Social, G

Groundhog Day
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Variety Club’s Humorous Holidays
By Debra Friedman, photos by Fred Lake 

Casta del Sol was treated to a winter 
holiday themed stage extravagan-

za. The Vista Room was transformed 
into a winter wonderland with the stage 
exhibiting an abundance of festive hol-
iday decorations, a colorful backdrop, 
and Christmas décor. With two sold-out 
shows, the Variety Club’s Santa and 
Mrs. Claus on Vacation delivered a 
humorous, fun-filled musical. The first 
Variety Club show in nearly two years 
was a resounding success. Sixteen cast 
members entertained the audience at a 
December 18 matinee and a December 
19 evening show. The 13 crew mem-
bers, dressed as elves, kept the event 
running smoothly both backstage and 
front of the house.

The theme was Santa and Mrs. Claus 
vacationing at an array of destinations 
around the world, including New York, 
Texas, California, Florida, France, Rus-
sia, and Hawaii. Mrs. Claus was badly 
in need of a vacation, considering all 
the hard work she did to help Santa with 
his infamous sleigh ride on Christmas 
Eve. Mrs. Claus especially wanted to 
visit places near and dear to her heart. 
Bear Sanchez as Santa Claus and Barb 
Turino as Mrs. Claus are clearly sea-
soned professionals, who effortlessly 
delivered outstanding performances. 

With Bear’s booming voice and pres-
ence, and Barb’s spot-on New York 
Jewish accent, their enthusiasm was 
contagious. In addition to performing, 
the duo wrote and directed the show.

One highlight of the show was the 
visit to Florida, where Mrs. Claus 
visited her Jewish family as they were 
celebrating Hanukkah. Selma Rosen as 
the mother was hilarious. The human 
menorah lit with electric candles was 
heartwarming. A humorous highpoint 
was Richard Scott who was captivat-
ing as Elvis singing Blue Christmas 
in Hawaii. New members, Veronique 
Merrill-Warner and Esther Chun, daz-
zled as French cabaret singers. The 
male members in the show astounded 
the audience during the Russian bottle 
dance, appearing to balance wine bot-
tles on their hats. The choreography 
by Debra Friedman and Bear Sanchez 
showed a range of styles including a 
line dance, the hula, the hora, and the 
bottle dance. Familiar Christmas songs 
such as Santa Baby and I’ll Be Home 
for Christmas were sung beautifully. 

The audience laughed, cheered, and 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 
After a much-needed rest, the Variety 
Club will return with a spring 2022 
show.

Full Cast and Crew

Human Menorah for Hanukkah

Men Performing Bottle Dance
Santa and Mrs. Claus

Elvis Singing Blue Christmas in Hawaii Hanukkah Guests Dancing the Hora
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Casta Creatives
Whether you have been an artist 

for many years or are just beginning, 
please join us for Open Studio Wednes-
days from 3 to 6 p.m. in the Arts & 
Crafts Room at Rec Ctr 1. We hope to 
resume meeting in person in February 
after a brief pause during the recent 
COVID-19/Omicron variant surge.

Bring something that you are cur-
rently working on to share ideas, get 
feedback, or solve creative problems. 
All media are welcome. Face masks 
will be required.

Next Artist Demo: Chinese Brush 
Painting with Debra Friedman (re-
scheduled) on February 23, 4 to 5 p.m. 
Debra has studied Chinese Brush art 
for several years and will demonstrate 
traditional techniques and tools used in 
this ancient art form.

If you are a beginner, we would 
encourage you to join the Art Founda-
tions class. Learn the basics of drawing 
and painting from 3:30 to 5 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. ($10 donation to the 
instructor)

For more information, email Mari-
beth McFaul.

Maribeth McFaul,
maribethmcfaul@gmail.com,

(949) 466-8244

Ceramics
Ceramics was looking forward to 

a new year with many fun activities. 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has struck 
again with the Omicron variant and put 
our activities on hold. Be assured we 
look forward to: Bingo, a Ceramic’s 
Open House, luncheons, and more.

In addition, each month we will have 
a class on ceramic techniques to vamp 
up your style. We hope each one of you 
stays safe and healthy until we can get 
our activities on the calendar again. 

Cribbage
We are a reduced group of players 

at the moment, and once again we 
are wearing masks whilst indoors. If 
you are interested in learning to play 
this old English card game, any of our 
members would be willing to teach you 
on a one-to-one basis, or we can teach 
you on a Thursday evening. If you have 
ever played in the past, it will come 
flooding back. To play, you just need 
to be able to count to 31. There is no 
signup or commitment; just come down 
to a game for a social evening of cards.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
Stop by and introduce yourself.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at (949) 916-5387, or Susan 
Herrning at (949) 630-2565.

Wayne Block,
wmblock@earthlink.net,

(949) 916-5387

Health and Fitness
The fitness room continues to be 

well-used. According to our daily sign-
in logs October 1-30, there were 793 
visits by 141 different residents. The 
average number of users per day was 
over 26. We are aware some people 
choose not to sign in, so the number 
of residents using the fitness room is 
actually higher.

An inventory has been taken of all 
equipment, including those currently 
in storage. We note the requests left on 
the sign-in sheets for equipment, TVs, 
etc., so please continue to leave your 
ideas and suggestions in this space. 
There is over $84,500 in the Reserves 
for new equipment, and once we have 
an updated space, we can move forward 
with updates/additions of equipment.

Don’t forget to sign in every day as 
you use the fitness space. It is import-
ant to be able to monitor usage of our 
busy space.

Barbara Notery,
bnotery@sbcglobal.net

Heritage Garden
February is our first clean-up, work-

ing month of 2022. There will be 
no club meeting, but we will have a 
workday this month. We welcome 
help from anyone who would like to 
join our volunteer club members do 
any cleaning up, including raking and 
pruning necessary for spring planting. 

Crafts for Charity
This month the Craft Ladies of Casta 

del Sol will be packaging Valentine 
goodie bags for Laura’s House resi-
dents and delivering 85 Valentine fa-
vors for the Meals on Wheels recipients 
in Mission Viejo.

After that we will move on to plan-
ning for the rest of 2022. We would 
love it if you can join us. We meet the 
first and third Wednesday each month 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Rec Ctr 2. 
Club meetings will be on February 2 
and 16. All materials are supplied and 
you’ll be shown what to do. Until we 
are otherwise informed, participants 
must be fully vaccinated and wear a 
mask.

Thanks to our neighbors who so 
lovingly pass on their craft supplies 
to us. We do not have a membership 
fee but do rely on donations to help 
cover costs.

For details, call Marlene Kazan at 
(949) 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com,

(310) 480-9093

Democrats
The Democrat group of Casta del Sol 

has decided to suspend meetings until 

Billiards
Well, it’s February and by now you 

have all gotten a good start on your 
New Year’s resolutions … right?  That 
must be the case because I see more 
new faces and lots more action in the 
Billiards Room. It warms my heart to 
see the determination on your faces 
when you concentrate on perfecting 
that bank shot, or developing a kill-
er break shot. That low carb diet or 
that extra half hour on the treadmill 
will only produce wishful, fleeting, 
and temporary results. However, the 
improvement in your pool cue skills, 
the smooth stroke and follow through, 
will last a lifetime. Just picture your-
self teaching your grandchildren the 
nuances of cue ball control, the perfect 
bridge, the true meaning of English. 
Those are the real rewards of fol-
lowing through on your New Year’s 
resolutions.

See you in the Billiards Room.
Fred Wilmott,

BilliardsCdS@cox.net,
(949) 367-6671

Bridge
Last month, January 2022, we had ad-

ditional interruptions to playing bridge 
related to new strains of COVID-19. 
Some players are concerned about 
gathering to play. All are still welcome. 

Monday party bridge is still on hold 
for now. As usual, we are open to new 
duplicate teams. Send an email with 
bridge somewhere in the subject title, 
if you are interested in Monday party 
bridge or Tuesday duplicate bridge. 
Include pertinent info, like duplicate/
party, phone/cell number, etc. Tuesday 
would be a good time to check us out 
in the Fiesta Room. Duplicate bridge 
begins about noon. We welcome old 
friends and newcomers back to bridge 
at CdS for 2022. Duplicate bridge at 
CdS is unsanctioned by the ACBL.

Tim McCoy,
mccoytest@cox.net,

(805) 456-9266

Canine Companions
Here we are in February 2022. Even- 

numbered years have always been 
best for me, and I hope this year is for 
you, as well as for your loving canine 
companions.

By now, we have had our wonderful 
January Italian luncheon and are look-
ing forward to Valentine’s Day Dress-
Up on February 5, to include pulled 
pork sandwiches, slaw, and drinks. 
These creative lunches are always 

gratis to members. New attendees are 
always welcome with their dogs as long 
as they RSVP. Our membership has 
grown to over 50 and we encourage you 
to come for a visit to meet your neigh-
bors and socialize your companions.

On the subject of veterinarians, this 
is Canine Dental Month, an often for-
gotten and misunderstood important 
procedure for our best pals. Yes, it 
can be pricey but once done properly, 
you may find at home maintenance 
sufficient.

Please remember to RSVP for the 
February 5 luncheon. 

Tom Brockmiller, (949) 584-8061

Don’t forget, we have the Flea Market 
in April. Hopefully, by that time our 
activities will be safe again.

Claudia Neill,
neillcd@att.net,

(909) 331-6911

further notice due to the upswing in 
COVID-19 cases. When we resume, we 
may decide to meet virtually on Zoom. 
When we return to in-person or Zoom 
meetings, we will meet once a month 
on the third Sunday at 4 p.m. until June. 

We address both national and lo-
cal issues. At each meeting we have 
speakers, allow attendees time to share 
nearby events, and discuss ways to 
participate and volunteer in activities. 

The social aspect and building ca-
maraderie during our Democrat group 
meetings is important. Please bring 
food and/or drinks to share, as we 
socialize after the meeting. No need 
to sign up – just join us each month. 
This is a no-dues group, and all are 
welcome.

If you have not received member 
emails and would like to add your name 
to the list, please email marialucgom@
gmail.com.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Continued on page 17
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Continued on page 18

Las Damas
Welcome to all new members who 

joined the Las Damas Club in the 
month of January. We wish to give 
special thanks to Nellie Cisneros, who 
spearheaded our holiday donation 
drive for the military families of Camp 
Pendleton. It netted $2,167 from our 
generous members and guests.

Our February luncheon meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, February 9 in 
the Vista Room beginning at 11:15 
a.m. Ticket reservations at Rec Ctr 1 
will end Sunday, February 6, at the 
member price of $20 and non-member 
price of $25. Checks are payable to Las 
Damas Club.

Following the February 9 luncheon, 
tickets will go on sale in the Rec Ctr 
1 lobby for the March 9 meeting and 
continue through March 6. A corned 
beef and cabbage luncheon and jazz 
guitarist Keith Foelsch await you.

Pat Crowley,
Patc624@yahoo.com,

(949) 305-0582

Lapidary
Discussion continues on the arrange-

ments for a new lapidary space. The 
Facilities Committee is working on 
an overall renovation of the Arts and 
Crafts Room in Rec Ctr 1. The com-
mittee is currently planning a space 
allocation study to determine the needs 
of all the users of the spaces and how 
to accommodate every group as much 
as possible. Our equipment suggestions 
have been submitted and we will meet 
with the space allocation team to dis-
cuss what we would like.

Military Veterans
The CdS Military Veterans Club has 

already charged forth with our busy 
schedule for 2022, and there is lots 
more to come – something for every-
one. Mike Schlesinger has officially 
taken over duties of Vice President 
from Wes Bickel, and all the other of-
ficers have signed up for another tour 
of duty in the current year. Thank you, 
Wes, for your exemplary contribution 
to the club.

If you are a veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact 
me for a friendly chat.

The next club meeting is Monday, 
February 28 in the Garden Room at 
1830 hours - hope to see you all then.

Kip Isbell,
kipisbell@live.com,

(949)922-2530

Italian American Club
Brrr! Are we all enjoying this blast 

of cold weather? Being originally from 
the East Coast, I enjoyed the feeling of 
Christmas in the chilled air. I am happy 
for all the rain and mountain snow, too. 
Now we get to look forward to March 
10 and our first event of 2022. 

The Italian American Club will be 
having dinner and entertainment by 
Matt Grey, a high-energy singer of 
songs from the 50s on. It will be a fun 
evening of good food and music starting 
at 6 p.m. in the Vista Room at Rec Ctr 
1. April 14 at 6 p.m. will be our first 
Bingo Night. More details will follow 
closer to the events.

We still need someone to be our sec-
retary as well as needing other people 
to volunteer to help. This is such a fun 
club that we want to keep going. So, if 
you enjoy our events, please contact Jill 
Shwam at (949) 470-9827 and join the 
volunteers for a fun year.

Lucille Naves,
neilnaves@cox.net,

(949) 600-5887

If you can handle a rake or shovel and 
perhaps pull a wagon load of debris to 
our dump site, please come down to the 
garden and join the regular volunteers 
for an hour or two. The date is Satur-
day, February 19 from 9 a.m. to noon. 
We’ll meet at the Rancho Patio for area 
work assignments.

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank those who have made donations 
to the Heritage Garden Club, either 
by bringing your bottles, cans, and 
plastics to the Rancho recycle bins, 
or by bringing donation checks to the 
Rec Ctr 1 office. Your donations, big 
or small, are appreciated very much by 
our volunteer workers.

Susan Delozier, (949) 768-5415

Heritage Garden
Continued from page 16

You should have received our first 
email monthly newsletter. If you did 
not and would like to receive a copy, 
please email Joe McFaul at sealawr@
aol.com. 

 Happy New Year to all and hopeful-
ly, we will have facilities soon.

Joe McFaul,
sealawr@aol.com,

(949) 981-7824

Pinochle
Attention Pinochle players! We play 

Pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our singles group. We have no mem-
bership dues. In February, we will 
be meeting for lunch on the second 
Thursday, February 10, at 1 p.m. at El 
Torito in Laguna Hills. Please RSVP 
to Carol Kowalsky (cekewpie1@cox.
net) by Monday, February 7. 

To join the group and get on our 
email list, or for more information, 
please contact Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744

Ctr 2 every Friday evening, with play 
starting promptly at 6:30 p.m. There 
may be up to 12 players at one evening 
game. Card playing usually concludes 
around 9:30. We play three-handed.

In December, Alice McNany had the 
highest game (three hands) of 1,450 
points, and Wayne Block was in sec-
ond place with 1,030 points. The High 
Series (six games) score was won by 
Alice with a total of 3,900 points, and 
Cathie Joy was in second place with 
3,890 points. For the month, Alice was 
the highest scorer with 13,690 points, 
followed by Cathie with 13,620 points. 
There were five double Pinochles 
during the month. Congratulations to 
our winners!

Everyone interested in the game of 
Pinochle is invited to come and join 
us for a fun evening. For more infor-
mation, please call Wayne at (949) 

916-5387, or Nancy at (949) 929-9011.
Wayne Block,

wmblock@earthlink.net,
(949) 916-5387
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Away Golf
Our next tournament will be held on 

Tuesday, March 8 at El Dorado Park 
Golf Course in Long Beach. Tee times 
will start at 9 a.m. Cost for golf with 
cart and prizes is $65. Signups will be 
available at Rec Ctr 1 from Wednesday, 
February 9 through Monday, February 
28.

Bocce Ball
Come down and join in the fun. 

We play bocce ball every Monday, 

Variety
The Casta del Sol Variety Club’s 

holiday show, Santa and Mrs. Claus 
on Vacation, was exceptional with 
lots of singing, dancing, and acting. 
We were so glad to receive the support 
of so many of our community friends 
and neighbors. In total, we had 16 cast 
members and 13 crew members. There 
were several performers who were 
new to the community and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. We hope other 
residents and guests will join us for 
future shows.

Not only do we have fun rehearsing 
and performing, but there is after show 
revelry too. We have wrap parties for 
the cast and crew watching the video, 
discussing bloopers, and enjoying 
dinner. The Variety Club is planning 
a spring 2022 show.

We are always seeking new members 
to perform or to help out with backstage 
and front of the house duties. If you are 
interested, please contact Barb Turino 
at (951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Vegetable Garden
The weather last year allowed many 

of us to continue our summer crops 
late into the year. Then we had all the 
much-needed rain before finally getting 
a few nights of frost in January. Our 
winter crops are very hardy, so the 
cabbage, onions, broccoli, cauliflower, 
etc. are doing great after all that rain at 
the beginning of the year.

We remain hopeful that we will be 
able to host some events safely this 
year, so we plan to have some an-
nouncements next month. At the time 
of this writing the garden is 100% full, 
with seven residents waiting for a lot. 

Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin,

jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,
(714) 969-9666

Water Exercise
It’s been a bit cooler this past month, 

but even so we are having a great turn-
out to our morning workouts. It may 
be working off our holiday pounds 
or just the atmosphere of fun we are 
having while we exercise. The water 
feels pretty good and after the workout 
we head to the jacuzzi to warm up and 
have a good chat.

Seriously, we would like you to join 
us at Pool 1 each Monday through 
Friday at 9 a.m. Register in the office; 
it’s only $5 for the whole year. Now 
that’s a bargain for all the benefits to 
your health.

See you at the pool.
Nan Rednall,

nrednall@sbcglobal.net,
(949) 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members began 

2022 by cleaning up a few unfinished 
projects from the previous year. We are 
looking forward in 2022 to answering 
the call by Casta del Sol residents for 
small repairs to furniture, replacing 
small furniture parts, repairing other 
small broken wood items, as well as 
making wood signs for residents and 
the Heritage Garden. We are hoping for 
a permanent home somewhere in Casta 
del Sol during 2022. Club members are 
also planning some field trips to other 
existing community woodshops.

We continue to meet each Monday 
and Thursday from noon until 3 p.m. in 
the Arts and Crafts Room next door to 
the Fitness Center. If you have a request 
for club members or you are interested 
in participating in our activities, drop 
by during our meeting.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595 5766

We look forward to seeing you all 
there.

Joyce Parlin, (949) 588-0337

Continued on page 19
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Bowling
February finds us halfway through 

the league season. At the time of this 
writing, Team 6, Time to Spare, with 
Elaine Baker, Denise Claycomb, Joan 
White and Stu Taylor is in first place. 
Team 5, NR 5 is Alive, and Team 7, 
Split Personalities, are close behind, 
tied for second place. Good luck to all 
twelve teams.

Van Quinn, (949) 842-9151

Bocce Ball
Continued from page 18

Fishing
January 3 was another good day of 

fishing. In December and January in 
Southern California waters, the only 
legal groundfish (AKA rockfish) take 
is sculpin, one of the best-eating bottom 
fish common to our waters. This trip I 
limited out (five) but caught 25. Nine 
were legal size and four were given 
to those that didn’t limit. You have to 
work a little for sculpin, just as you 
do for other rockfish. Depth of fishing 
is about 230 feet using a 10 to 12 oz. 
sinker. Quite a bit of winding to get the 
fish up from that depth, but well worth 
the effort. To avoid catching illegal 
rockfish, you use large rubber pre-
hooked soft baits with a strip of squid 
or sardine. Sculpin love the large lures. 

Our next club meeting is 12 p.m., Fri-
day, February 25 in the Green Room. 
Contact Nick Morenc, President, (949) 
588-6223.

Jim Slawson,
onthe7thtee@comcast.net

Lawn Bowling
In the last two months, we’ve recruit-

ed several new members who realize Continued on page 20

Men’s Golf
We held our first tournament of the 

year on January 19. That evening we 
had an Awards Dinner in the Vista 
Room. We used a new caterer, Some-
thing Special, to provide an Italian 
buffet dinner. We held a 50/50 drawing 
and had door prizes: rounds of golf pro-
vided by the golf course, and two Roger 
Dunn gift cards we had purchased. Our 
next tournament and dinner is planned 
for April 20.

The February games are:
February 2 – Team Twosome Total;
February 9 – Odd/Even Twosome;
February 16 – Team Best Ball;
February 23 – Pinehurst.

If you would like to join our Senior 
Men’s Golf Club, please contact our 
Membership Chairman, Bill Riethmei-
er, at (949) 770-7022 or billgolf44@
cox.net.

Bill Burfeind, (949) 305-4260

Paddle Tennis
In between rainy days, members are 

coming out to play during the open club 
play and at other times. We have over 
100 members. If you would like to join 
this club and participate in open club 
play, tournaments, and other events, 
please bring your $10 membership 
check to the Rec Ctr 1 office.

We welcome new members for open 
club play every day at 9 a.m. All other 
times require signups on the white-
board by the courts.

We are continuing the monthly 
clinics with Roger and Mike on the 

Wednesday, and Friday afternoon from 
2 to 3 p.m. Our courts are located be-
hind the Shuffleboard Pavilion.

Just a reminder that we play cards on 
the 2nd and 4th Friday at 7 p.m. in the 
Shuffleboard Pavilion.

At our January meeting, we installed 
our 2022 officers: President, Carol 
Zinsmeister; Secretary, Mo Caywood; 
and Treasurer, Pat Vitti. Dues will 
remain at $10 per year and are now 
payable at Rec Ctr 1.

Our next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 7 at 7 p.m. 
in the Fiesta Room. Following a short 
business meeting, we will play cards.

Carol Zinsmeister, (949) 305-9890

what fun it is to actually bowl on clean 
well-mown grass instead of powdery 
dirt. Another advantage: lawn bowling 
is quite a lot like regular lane bowling. 
The balls, now called bowls, weigh 
about four pounds and have no holes, 
but can be made to curve similarly 
to standard bowling balls. Bowls are 
weighted differently on either side so 
that a rolled bowl will curve right or 
left at the end depending on how it is 
held. The purpose is to get closest to the 
small white jack at the other end of the 
approximately 50-yard course.

Those of you with smart watches 
will recognize the health benefits of 
leisurely walking the length of nearly 
six football fields each game. Lessons 
with bowls are Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays at 1 p.m.

Jim Slawson,
onthe7thtee@comcast.net
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More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
There’s a guy in town who walks around talking to himself using only figu-
rative language. We call him the Village Idiom. —Albert Sloan

Q. What did one blade of grass say to another about the lack of rain?
A. I guess we’ll just have to make dew.

Q. Which country’s capital has the fastest-growing population?
A. Ireland. Every day it’s Dublin.

Don’t interrupt someone working intently on a puzzle. Chances are, you’ll 
hear some crosswords.

Did you hear about the auto body shop that just opened? It comes highly 
wreck-a-mended. (Credit: justbadpuns.com)

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Paddle Tennis
Continued from page 19

Pickleball
The monthly Pickleball Clinic will 

be held on Wednesday, February 2 at 3 
p.m. If you are not vaccinated, we ask 
that you wear a mask because clinic 
participants receiving instruction are 

Shuffleboard
Pot of Gold on Wednesday night at 

6:30 p.m. continues, as does Tuesday 

Tennis
Although the 2021 tennis season end-

ed on a pretty wet note, the beginning of 
January brought much more promising 
weather which bodes well for the 2022 

third Wednesday of every month at 4 
p.m. The next clinics are February 16, 
March 16, and April 20.

The Paddle Tennis Club officers met 
in early January to plan events. These 
will be communicated to members 
through emails, flyers, and the Casta 
Courier. We hope you can join us for 
many of these challenging and/or social 
activities.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

often standing close to the instructors 
as well as other participants.

If you want to watch or try pickleball, 
our regular club open play times are 
Monday and Wednesday from 4 to 
6 p.m., and Friday and Sunday from 
8 to 11 a.m. If you would like to join 
the Pickleball Club, dues are $10 per 
person per year. Dues should be paid 
at Rec Ctr 1 with a check made out to 
CdS Pickleball Club. Paid members are 
updated about Pickleball events each 
week by email.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
(949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild, (949) 446-0005

morning 10 a.m. team practice. Sun-
days, February 13 and 27, social Sun-
days will also continue. Friday morning 
practice remains at 10 a.m. Please 
remember, we welcome everyone to 
all of these events. Visit the Pavilion 
and sign up.

Our St. Patrick’s Bingo Party takes 
place on Friday, March 18 at 6 p.m. 
Jolanda’s will be catering with a choice 
of roast beef, turkey, ham, or corned 
beef sandwiches with salad; BYOB. 
Members $15 and guests $17. Bingo 
cards are $1. Signups begin on February 
14 and end on March 16.

Mary Lou Oster, (949) 855-3890

Lemon Shrimp Pasta
12 shrimp, cleaned, deveined, tails 
removed and cut in half

2/3 cup olive oil

3 garlic cloves, minced

Angel Hair Pasta

Fresh Basil, chopped

   Toss shrimp with tsp. olive oil and 
minced garlic. Bake shrimp on a baking 
sheet at 350 degrees for 8 minutes.

Lemon Sauce
1/2 cup lemon juice and zest

2/3 cup grated parmesan cheese

Salt and pepper to taste

Zest lemon and squeeze fresh lemon 
juice. Mix lemon juice, zest, salt and 
pepper, grated parmesan cheese, and 
stir in olive oil.

Cook angel hair pasta per directions 
and toss with lemon sauce. 

Toss baked shrimp and juices on top 
of pasta. Add chopped fresh basil on 
top and serve.

season. In anticipation of great weather, 
we will be continuing our group morn-
ing events on Monday morning (ball 
machine practice) and Wednesday and 
Saturday morning round robin events. 
Our local tennis pro, Kate Mortenson, 
will again be holding group clinics on 
the first Saturday of each month (8 to 
9 a.m.) for the nominal cost of $10/
person.

Due to the recent COVID-19 restric-
tions, the January members’ dinner was 
canceled. However, we are optimistic 
that the remaining indoor and outdoor 
parties scheduled for 2022 will go on 
as planned.

As a gentle reminder to all current 
and prospective Tennis Club members, 
2022 club dues of $10 can now be paid 
at Rec Ctr 1.

See you on the courts.
Roger Gyger, (630) 430-9045

City Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

The first City Council meeting of 
2022 was held on January 11. Last 
year’s mayor, Trish Kelley, was pre-
sented a plaque and gavel in recogni-
tion of her service during 2021. New 
mayor, Wendy Bucknum, outlined 
the major matters the council will be 
dealing with this year and expressed 
her goal that these be administered with 
“transparency and kindness.”

City Manager, Dennis Wilberg, re-
ported that from 20 to 30 city employ-
ees have been out sick each week due 

to the virus or the requirement to quar-
antine because of exposure to it. As a 
result, many city recreational facilities 
have had to reduce hours or limit usage. 
The Mission Viejo Library, for exam-
ple, announced an appointment system 
on January 5. Under this system, those 
wishing to use the library will need to 
make a reservation in order to enter. 
This restriction was only expected to 
last for two to three weeks so it may 
have already been lifted by the time 
you read this article.
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Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

February Happenings

Open Games. Enjoy drop-in play 
with no pre-registration. Games are free 
except for Bingo. American MahJong, 
Monday, 1 to 4 p.m.; Poker, Tuesday, 
1 to 4 p.m.; Social Bridge, Tuesday, 1 
to 4 p.m.; Hand and Foot, Thursday, 1 
to 4 p.m.; Bingo, Wednesday, 1 to 2:30 
p.m., $.50 per card.

Age Well Senior Services Lunch 
Program is available with a two-day 
advance registration requested. Lunch 
is served Monday through Friday 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For a detailed menu 
or reservation, call (949) 470-3063.

Age Well Senior Services Meals on 
Wheels for the Homebound provides 
three meals a day to individuals who 
live at home and are unable to prepare 
their own. Suggested donation for indi-
viduals is $9. Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 949-470-3063.

Call 949-470-3062 for information 
on the programs below:

What to do Financially at the Sud-
den Loss of Your Partner will help 
you to prepare a check list of things 

to do to ensure continued quality of 
life. Tuesday, March 15, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Course #93140. Free.

Transportation Dial-A-Taxi is for 
Mission Viejo residents 60 and old-
er. The program provides sedan and 
wheelchair-accessible vans 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, to select 
locations in Mission Viejo, Laguna 
Hills, Lake Forest, Laguna Woods and 
Rancho Santa Margarita. General cost 
is $5 per one-way trip, but trips to many 
city-owned facilities are free. 

Park-It-Market is held each Friday 
from 8 to 9 a.m. This program is a 
FREE food pantry available to seniors. 
Participants shop by choosing from 
perishable and non-perishable items. 
All new participants are required to 
complete a client intake form at the 
Norman P. Murray Community & Se-
nior Center. Check in at 8 a.m. in the 
lobby. Please bring your photo ID and 
two reusable grocery bags to fill with 
food items.

Go Paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  em a i l  e a ch  mon t h ,  e ma i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line. Or you may call The Murray Cen-
ter at (949) 470-3062 for help.

Museums in Downtown Los 
Angeles

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Day Tripping

Downtown Los Angeles has many 
museums. You can visit the Japanese 
American Museum, the Broad Muse-
um and the Contemporary Museum 
of Art. There are also several smaller 
museums within walking distance of 
Union Station.

The Avila Adobe, located on Olvera 
Street, is an historic seven room house 
museum. Built in 1818, it is the oldest 
building in Los Angeles. While touring 
the adobe, one gets a feeling of what 
it must have been like to like in Los 
Angeles long ago. Docent led tours are 
free. The Adobe is open daily 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

The Plaza Fire House is located at 
501 North Los Angeles Street. Built 
in 1884, it is the oldest station in Los 
Angeles. It features some original fire 
fighting equipment, and docents who 

will discuss the history of fire fighting 
in Los Angeles. Admission is free. 
Hours are Tuesday through Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Museum of Social Justice, locat-
ed at 115 Paseo De La Plaza, showcases 
the history of Los Angeles and social 
change from the perspective of the 
poor, minorities and other marginalized 
groups. When I visited, the exhibit fea-
tured photographs of those who were 
traveling in caravans to immigrate to 
the United States. It is open Thursday 
through Sunday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Italian American Museum, 644 
North Main, just off Olvera Street, 
is open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tuesday 
to Sunday. Admission is free. It tells 
the story of Italians in California, and 
features several artifacts to help make 
the story come alive.
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Photos continued on page 24

Getting to Know Our Neighbors: Jim and Marti McGee
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

ARMDI Hanukkah Party
By Debra Friedman, photos by Fred Lake

Jim and Marti McGee consid-
ered themselves Missourians. 
Jim was born and, except for two 
years during the Viet Nam War 
when he served in the military, 
lived all his life in Springfield. 
Marti had a Navy Dad, so spent 
time in other states, but still 
considered Missouri home.

They raised their two kids in 
Springfield, third largest city 
in Missouri, with a population 
of 160,000. When they retired 
from their jobs, he as Postmas-
ter, she as a first-grade teacher, 
they spent part of the year in a 
vacation home in a retirement 
community on a lake, not far 
from Springfield.

Their kids graduated college and 
moved to Southern California. The kids 
then married and had grandkids.

Marti and Jim began to consider 
moving to be with their families. They 

spent three winters living with their 
son and his family and looking at com-
munities. They knew they wanted a 55 
plus community near their son in South 
Orange County and their daughter in 
Los Angeles.

Both Marti and Jim like to be active. 
They hiked and camped in the Grand 
Canyon twice. They enjoyed kayaking, 
tennis, boating and water skiing, but 
winters in Missouri were long and cold 
with no opportunity for outdoor sports.

When they found Casta del Sol, they 
knew they had found the place they 
were meant to be. They bought a home, 
went back to Missouri, sold their house, 
pickup truck, riding lawn mower, golf 
cart, boat, kayaks, donated most of their 

furniture, loaded the rest in a U-Haul 
and went West.

They love the weather here, the trees, 
the vegetation, the fact they can walk 
every day and see beautiful scenery. 
They are having a blast playing pick-
leball with their Casta friends.

Most of all, they appreciate the diver-
sity of the people here. Marti said she 
had never met anyone born in Manhat-
tan, or Boston or a whole lot of other 
places. Now she considers people born 
there her friends.

Continuing the trend of well-attended 
post-COVID-19 parties, the Hanukkah 
party on December 6, 2021, resulted in 
a full house, with 45 attendees. Over 
the last few months, Jewish residents of 
Casta del Sol have shown their strength 
in numbers attending a Break the Fast 
celebration in September, an ARMDI 
bagels and lox breakfast in October, 
the Hanukkah table holiday decorating 
in November, and most recently, the 
Hanukkah party in December. This has 
created a close-knit cadre of friends 
and neighbors.

With Hanukkah taking place so early 
this year, November 28, our communi-
ty party took place one day following 
the end of the eight-day celebration. 
Hanukkah is always on the 25th day 
of Kislev in the Hebrew calendar, 
based on both the Sun and the Moon. 
This calendar is unlike the Gregorian 
calendar, which Americans use for 
determining most holiday dates.

The Hanukkah party was organized 
by Jaye and Boker Yaruss who head 
the ARMDI group at CdS. Attendees 
either brought a pot-luck dish or shared 
in the expense of the items provided.

The Hanukkah meal was a key fea-

ture of this event with guests partaking 
of the delicacies. The centerpieces of 
any Hanukkah feast are potato latkes 
and jelly donuts. The tradition began 
when a small jar of oil required to keep 
an eternal flame lit in the temple, lasted 
eight days, far longer than expected. 
Therefore, fried foods commemorate 
this miracle. The pot luck also con-
sisted of kugel, which is a signature 
Jewish noodle dish, and can be either 
sweet or savory. Other entrees were a 
variety of salads, vegetable casseroles, 
a blintzes souffle, and a marshmallow 
sweet potato casserole. On the dessert 
table, in addition to the jelly donuts, 
were chocolate babka, cookies, can-
dies, and a Hanukkah cake.

Another bonus was the raffle prizes, 
generously donated by the Yaruss 
family, with proceeds benefitting the 
Magen David Adom Foundation. The 
prizes included various Judaica items 
such as candles, paintings, books, 
mugs, and a large, fused glass Star of 
David. Winners or not, everyone left 
feeling the warmth of the evening, and 
a joyous end to the holiday.

Attendees in front of raffle prizes
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ARMDI Hanukkah Party
Continued from page 22

Table of guests by decorated Hanukkah table 

Enjoying sumptuous buffet dishes

Dessert table

Yaruss and Grossman 
families at raffle ticket table

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
Q: What kind of shorts do clouds wear? A: Thunderwear

A man sued an airline company after it lost his luggage. Sadly, he lost his case.

I lost my job at the bank on my very first day.  A woman asked me to check 
her balance, so I pushed her over.

Did you hear about the two silk worms in a race? It ended in a tie!
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- Courier Committee Members and Staff -

Board Liaison Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Courier Chair Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
Courier Associate Chair Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Editor-in-Chief Judy Clendenin jlclendenin@gmail.com
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A Good Read: It’s Better this Way by Debbie Macomber
Book Review by Liz Rickett

Restaurant Review: Domenico’s on the Lake 
Review by David Ankeny

If you grew up in Long Beach, went 
to LB State University or hung out in 
Belmont Shores, the original and still 
standing Domenico’s was the place to 
go for Italian food. Now you can enjoy 
the same quality food and warm atmo-
sphere at Lake Mission Viejo.

I dined at Domenico’s on the Lake 
for dinner with two friends. They offer 
a wonderful atmosphere and an active 
bar scene, even at 4:30 pm. They offer 
dining indoors in semi-private rooms, a 
patio outside in front of the restaurant, 
and lakeside seating outside with fans 
and coverings.

The food is excellent. I savored 
the big meatballs with meat sauce 

over angel 
hair pasta. 
There was 
plenty for 
two meals. 
My friend 
enjoyed 
mushroom 
ravioli -- huge ravioli on a large plate. 
They proclaimed it delicious. The other 
guest enjoyed a special-order pizza. 
They offer a great wine selection. Pric-
es are moderate.

Sunday to Thursday, 3 -10 p.m. -- 
Friday to Saturday, 3 - 11 p.m. -- Res-
ervations - Open Table, Domenico’s 
on the Lake -- 27782 Vista Del Lago, 
(949) 446-9205

After more than thirty years 
of marriage, Julia Jones’ hus-
band wants a divorce. She and 
her two daughters are dev-
astated, more so when they 
discover he has been having 
an affair.

Julia sells the family 
home, moves into a condo 
and begins a new life. At 
the fitness center, she meets 
Heath, a divorced man with 
two sons.

Can you guess what happens? A 
happy ending is not imminent as Julia 
and Heath have to work through their 
love for each other and their love for 
their children.

Fans of Debbie Macomber will enjoy 
this book. It’s a perfect rainy day read. 

Courier Volunteers
Calling All Stuffers!

We will meet on Monday, February 28 at 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room 
to prepare the Courier for delivery. Please contact Kip Isbell at kipisbell@
live.com if you are interested in helping.

David Ankeny

Wayne Block

Ree Brickman

Kathie Carr

Arline Chenarides

Lora Fratt

Jayne Freed

Barbara Harris

Elaine Isbell

Kip Isbell

Fred Johnson

Sue Johnson

Eliana Jordan

Daphne Kohls

Elizabeth Kramer

Amy Lake

Shelly Lethio

Ann Loranger

Cathy McCoy

Deb McCoy

Jeff McCoy

Audrey Michaels

Judy Paskey

Rosalie Pritchett

Kathy Schinas

Myrna Smith

Randy Smith

Marlene Solem

Don Stoddard

Metty Thomason
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


