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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

Casta’s 2022
Accomplishments

E a c h  y e a r 
brings new opportunities and 
challenges. Despite the challenges, 
the Homeowners Association was 
able to take on many projects and 
accomplish a great deal with the 
help of our volunteers. As we get 
ready for another year, I wanted 
to take a moment and reflect on 
the 2022 successes at Casta del 
Sol. You will find a flyer inserted 
in the Courier listing many of the 
highlighted accomplishments.

The Casta accomplishments 
could not have been achieved if 
it wasn’t for our great committees 
and structure. The contributions 
made this past year were essential 
in the HOA’s success helping the 

President’s
Message
Marci Smith, 
President

December is a busy 
month here at Casta 
del Sol. Although 
social activities can 
be found through-
out the year, this is the time many 
clubs and activities hold holiday 
celebrations. Whether you enjoy 
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 
the winter solstice, or just living 
here in Casta, there is always some-
thing to celebrate. Any reason to 
get together is a good one for our 
fun-loving residents. Also, getting 
to know our neighbors is an enjoy-
able experience. It is interesting to 
learn about their careers, families, 
hobbies, and travels.

Our Social Committee is host-
ing a New Year’s Eve party on 
December 31. The Pickleball and 
Paddle Tennis Clubs have a party 

‘Tis the Season
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

Artist in Residence: Susan Menchel
By Debra Friedman, photo by Fred Lake
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Baby Boomers Back to School Party
By Debra Friedman, photos by Jeff McCoy

Happy Holidays! The pumpkins, 
ghouls, ghosts and goblins we 

saw in October have been replaced 
with poinsettias, festive flags, wreaths, 
colored lights, nativity scenes, and me-
norahs. Residents who like expressing 

their enjoyment for 
the December hol-
iday season and 

sharing that joy with their neighbors 
have been busy decorating the interior 
and exterior of their homes. Those 
who travel along Calle Valdes toward 
Granados will see that Bryan and Rox-
anne Spafford have lined the planter 

along the back of their home that faces 
the street with poinsettias. Their patio 
posts are adorned with red wreaths and 
ribbons. Sara Henninger injects humor 
into her holiday décor by displaying 
pelicans wearing stocking caps and 
Santa ascending in a hot air balloon. 
Two signs on Sara’s porch implore 
Santa to “stop here.” Robert Barker 

Bryan & Roxanne Spafford accent their holiday décor 
with poinsettias.

Two festive-looking peacocks complete Sara Henninger’s 
colorful display.

They went out with a bang for the 
final Baby Boomers party of 2022. 

The Back-to-School theme brought out 
letterman jackets, pink lady attire, alma 
mater college hats or shirts, and an 
accompanying festive mood. Always 
a favorite, Jolanda’s Catering provided 
a sumptuous meal of roasted chicken, 
Hawaiian meatballs, broccoli salad, 
Jello salad, green salad, and apple pie 
for dessert.

The band, Sideways, was perfect for 
the theme of this event by covering 
songs from the 50s, 60s and 70s. We 
had a special treat when Casta del 
Sol’s very own, Steve Johnson, leapt 
onto the stage to play lead guitar on 

Guests dancing to the music of Sideways.

Our newest artist in residence, Susan 
Menchel, espouses the goal to be 

creative every day. Her mantra is “art 
allows me the freedom of expression 
not found in my everyday life. When I 
create art, I do not always have a plan 
of what the final outcome will be.”

Susan was not always as creative, 
uncovering her artistic inclination in 
her late 20s. At that time, she loved to 

paint houses and clothing using 
stenciling. But design and art were 
hobbies while Susan continued to 
work in the nursing field. In 2006, 
she pursued a degree in interior 
design at a community college in 
Bellevue, Washington. Taking art 
classes at the start of the 3 ½ year 
program uncovered her passion. 
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Opinion letters must also be sub-
mitted by email by the eighth and 
may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets 
in the Fiesta  Room on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 
a.m.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Marci Smith marcitaylorsmith@gmail.com
Vice President: David Shostak davidrshostak@gmail.com
Treasurer: Karen Warren kwarrencds@gmail.com
Secretary: Linda Silverman dirsilverman71@yahoo.com
Directors: Lori Gilbertson lori9CDS@gmail.com
 Joe Hachadoorian joecdsbod@gmail.com
 Matt Loftus mloft107@gmail.com

President’s Message
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Continued from page 1
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Landscape
Services
Coordinator

 
News You Can Use

Customer Service Request Form
When you want to report something in your neighborhood or in our com-

munity that needs attention, the Customer Service Request Form is a good 
way to do it. This form makes it easy to bring issues to the attention of the 
staff. It is available at the Rec Ctr 1 office, at the Administration Office, or 
online at castadelsol.powerstonepm.com/documents.  You will find the form 
under the forms folder. It is used to report issues regarding traffic, parking, 
gates, neighborhood problems, animals, pests, facilities, or CdS contractors. 
Give it a try; it’s quick and easy.

Note:  Landscaping and sprinkler matters should be reported directly to Pac 
West at (949) 583-2705.

Landscape contractors routinely 
spray on cracks, lawns, and slopes 
to kill weeds. They use the approved 
chemicals for the type of weeds as 
recommended by a California licensed 
pest control adviser and must be ap-
plied as labeled. These chemicals are 
labeled as a caution, meaning they have 
a very low toxicity and are formulated 
for weeds. They are relatively safe for 
humans and animals if applied per the 
labeling instructions.

These chemicals are approved for 
homeowner associations and many oth-
er uses by the California Department of 
Agriculture. The Homeowners Associ-
ation posts the herbicides being used at 
the Rec Ctr 1 bulletin boards monthly. 
Spray technicians sometimes add a 

on December 3, Italian American is on 
December 8, Bocce Ball and Shuffle-
board on December 9, and the Tennis 
Club on December 10. A favorite of 
many is the Strummers concert on 
December 11 and the Las Damas lun-
cheon on December 14. The ARMDI 
Hanukkah dinner is on December 20. 
Save the dates on your calendar now 
and join one of the many events.

The Courier highlights our clubs 
and activities with articles each month 
where you can read about the details. 
Keep your copy handy to check where 
and when each group is meeting. Var-
ious activities are available throughout 
the week at all different times. Also, 
you might want to sign up for eblasts 
as they provide the fastest, most up-to-
date information.

The recreation staff located at the 
Rec Ctr 1 office can assist you with 
questions or sign-ups. They are led by 
our hard-working recreation director, 
Valerie Hanich. Valerie has been at 
Casta for 10 years. She is a great re-
source and has a wealth of knowledge 
on all things Casta.

One of the benefits of living in Casta 
is the ease of socializing. Even if family 
is far away, there is never a reason to 
feel alone or isolated. Neighbors social-
izing with neighbors become forever 
friends. I encourage you to take that 
first step and get involved.

Perhaps it’s time for a New Year’s 
resolution to give back to your wonder-
ful community. Our clubs and activities 
are always looking for volunteers to 
step up and continue their traditions. 
Please enjoy all of the social activities 
CdS has to offer this holiday season.

Board of Directors make informed de-
cisions that shape the community for 
years to come. The BoD is proud of the 
accomplishments achieved in 2022 and 
looks forward to a productive 2023. If 
you would like an additional copy of 
the committee accomplishments, you 
may pick it up at Rec Ctr 1.

On behalf of the entire community, 
thank you committees and volunteers 
for all you have done and continue to 
do for Casta.

Annual Statements/Coupon Books
In December, you will receive your 

HOA annual statements. We strongly 
encourage you to review the statement. 
Many homeowners are surprised to 
discover they have either over or un-
derpaid their monthly assessments and 
they actually have a credit or unpaid 
balance. By reviewing your statement, 
homeowners can make corrections to 
their accounts as needed.

As a reminder, signing up for auto-
matic payments means your assessment 
will be withdrawn from your account 
the first week of each month, taking 
the hassle out of remembering to write 
the monthly assessment check. Your 
HOA assessment is due the first of each 
month and late if the HOA bank has 
not received payment by the fifteenth. 
Please note these dates to avoid any 
late charges.

The 2023 Coupon Books will be sent 
to homeowners in late December. If 
you have recently moved in or changed 
your mailing address, please contact 
the Administration Office to update 
it. If you have any questions, you can 
contact the administrative team at (949) 
837-4073.

Happy Holidays

Your Powerstone staff would like to 
wish all CdS residents a very happy 
and healthy holiday season. We feel 
blessed to be a part of your wonderful 
community.

non-toxic blue food dye to the mix so 
that they can keep track of where the 
herbicide has been sprayed. Owners 
and their pets should avoid walking on 
the blue areas until the product is dry. 

Weeds will always be a concern 
in landscapes. C-27 landscape con-
tractors are licensed to apply these 
chemicals and must report usage to 
the Department of Agriculture for their 
records and possible onsite inspections. 
Landscape contractors are approved 
to maintain the landscape using her-
bicides to help retain the property 
values and best management practices 
in Casta del Sol.
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**For a copy of the October 2022 Treasurer’s Report, refer to castadelsol.com, 
Recreation Center bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

October Treasurer’s Report
Total HOA Assets as of October 31, 2022 are $6,616,355, a decrease of 

$907,150 from last month. This includes the following:

•  Operating Cash is $1,551,848. This includes $909,491 in cash, $142,357 
invested in a money market account, and $500,000 invested in four CDs 
with interest rates between 0.35 and 2.95%. There are no operating CDs that 
mature in November.

•  Reserve Cash is $4,843,982. This includes $602,903 invested in a money 
market account, $4,200,000 invested in twenty-one CDs with interest rates 
between .35 and 4.30% plus prepaid taxes, interest and expenses due to op-
erating. There are no Reserve CDs that mature in November.

•  Capital Improvement Cash is $169,824. This account is funded by budgeting 
$6 per month per homeowner that results in monthly capital contributions of 
$11,562 plus interest.

•  Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $65,695. The allowance for Bad 
Debts is $41,497 and is adjusted monthly. It is equal to outstanding receivable 
balances over 31 days.

The following is a selection of our operating category expenses for the ten 
months of 2022.

General & Administration is: $976,254, which is $45,195 under budget.

Land Maintenance is: $2,602,604, which is $107,652 under budget.

Recreation/Lifestyle is: $349,035, which is $41,186 under budget.

Repairs and Maintenance is: $224,466, which is $27,876 under budget.

Traffic Control is: $695,598, which is $5,843 under budget.

Utilities are: $1,542,453, which is $90,800 under budget.

TOTAL Operating Expenses
Before Reserves: $6,390,410, which is $318,551 under budget.

TOTAL Operating Expense
Including
Reserves and Interest: $9,361,207, which is $285,084 under budget.

The following is a sampling of operating category expense for the month of 
October 2022.
General and Administration

•  Office Supplies/Equipment is $1,350, which is $600 over budget due to 
additional spending of office supplies.

Land Maintenance
•  Rabbit Damage Repair is $1,108, which is $399 over budget due to ad-

ditional rabbit damage repair expenses.
Utilities

•  Gas is $3,467, which is $1,267 over budget due to an increase in gas ex-
penses.

Treasurer’s Comments:
Projects that should be completed by year’s end include the asphalt work 

and the completion of the Building D reconstruction for our new Multipurpose 
Room. We have two Reserve or Operating CDs coming due in December 2022.

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded on November 17, 2022, the Board 

approved the October 31, 2022 financial statement, this Treasurer’s Report, and 
ratified the review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers 
of funds, and purchase of any new CDs made in this period and reflected in 
the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Warren, Treasurer

 

News You Can Use
Government Agencies Won’t Threaten You

Government Agencies do not threaten you for any payments by freezing 
your accounts, or revoking your driver’s license.  If you have broken a law, 
due process must be followed which means there will be letters sent to you 
and in-person hearings.

Report Suspicious Activity
If you observe suspicious activity, please call 911 or the non-emergency 

police department number at (949) 770-6011. If you believe the HOA should 
be notified, contact the gate attendant at Gate 1 at (949) 455-4674.

Recycle Old Eyeglasses
You may leave your old eyeglasses at Rec Ctr 1. The Mission Viejo Lions 

Club has a box in the lobby cabinet where you may leave glasses that you 
no longer need. The Lions Club has programs to get the glasses to people 
who do need them.

Board Meeting Highlights
November 17,  2022

The Board:
•  Approved Treasurer Karen Warren’s financial reports as presented. (See 

Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved Saddleback Fence & Vinyl Products, Inc. proposal in the amount 
of $3,058.80 to replace the perimeter chain-link fence behind the heritage 
garden due to a eucalyptus tree falling on the fence.

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing for repair of the 
sewer line at 28071 Calle Casal due to common area tree roots at a cost of 
$6,360.

•  Approved the revised amount for DBaC for $183,830 and a $20,000 con-
tingency for a total of $203,830.

•  Approved the proposal from Pac West Land Care at a cost of $6,990 to 
raise the existing retaining block wall and add a concrete swale across from 
23701 Via Storni due to soil erosion having reached the top course of the 
existing blocks and causing dirt to flow over the retaining wall.

•  Approved the Casta del Sol Democrats activity group to become a club 
at Casta del Sol and approved the proposed by-laws for the Casta del Sol 
Democrats Club.

•  Approved the Casta del Sol Casta Creatives activity group to become a 
club at Casta del Sol and approve the proposed by-laws for the Casta del 
Sol Casta Creatives Club.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 38 delinquent properties 
totaling $46,073.70, and one property recommended for recording a lien. 
Josh thanked outgoing committee chairs for their contributions on behalf 
of the association.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported on ongoing 
maintenance projects. The staff has completed 63 projects this year. There 
are 12 projects in progress. There were 25 projects completed by vendors 
and 38 projects completed by staff. Having maintenance staff perform the 
work rather than hiring outside vendors resulted in a savings of $319,742 
this year. The work on Building D is complete, awaiting final approval from 
the City of Mission Viejo before it is open for use.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich announced that all volunteers will 
receive a thank-you gift of a tote bag this year. Committee chairs will notify 
their committee members. Room reservations for 2023 from committee 
chairs and clubs are due to Valerie by December 5.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held December 
15 at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room. The next workshop meeting will be held 
December 1 at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Fran Morgan,
Courier Chair



The Casta Courier December 2022Page  4

Baby Boomers Back to School Party
Continued from page 1

several songs. Steve, an 
accomplished guitarist, 
has played with some of 
the band members from 
Sideways. Steve had a 
large group of swooning 
fans cheering him on.

With mixed emotion, 
we ushered in a new 
era of Baby Boomers 
leaders. For the past five 
or so years, the set of of-
ficers – Cathy Johnson, 
president, Gale Somodi, 
vice president, Debra 
Friedman, secretary, 
Lisa Shoemaker, trea-
surer and Val Ricci, 
program coordinator 
– have led the charge. They have 
weathered the storm of the pandemic, 
last minute cancellations of bands, 
our regular caterer retiring, as well 
as guests’ comments regarding the 
food, the music, and the temperature 
of the room.

The new group of officers will be 
welcomed with open arms. The Baby 

Outgoing officers, assistants, and incoming officers.

Boomers parties are so popular that sev-
eral Casta residents were enticed to step 
up and keep the club active. The new 
officers are Deanna McKeon, Donna Far-
ris, Ginnie Blitzman, and Karen Parmer. 
We know that friends and neighbors will 
help with this endeavor and continue to 
support the parties.
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Artist in Residence: Susan Menchel
Continued from page 1

Her accompanying love of interior 
design was further enhanced while de-
signing kitchens and baths in Bellevue 
for International Kitchens Inc.

Since that first foray into the world 
of art and design, Susan continued 
to study by taking both online and in 
person classes in art and collage. She 
loves to explore color and use various 
elements of design. Her focus for the 
Casta del Sol library installation is 
mixed media collage, some of which 
incorporate painting. But she continues 
to dabble in art using acrylics, pastels, 
and inks.

Susan and her husband, Sig, left 
Washington and moved down to Or-
ange County and into CdS in Septem-
ber 2020. She has become an active 

member of the CdS and local Mission 
Viejo art scene. She recently displayed 
work in the Mission Viejo Library and 
is a member of the Saddleback Art 
League. Susan is also a member of the 
Collage Society of America. She often 
attends the Casta Creatives workshops 
and recently led a demonstration of her 
collage technique. She has also offered 
her creations at the annual boutique.

Beyond the artistic opportunities 
afforded her in Casta, the Menchel 
family has become immersed in Casta 
life, participating in pickleball, many of 
the parties, and weekly neighborhood 
gatherings. We are thankful that Susan 
and Sig chose our community to live in 
and become active contributors.

 

News You Can Use
Gift Card Scams

Government agencies like the IRS never ask for payments by gift cards. 
Also, charities do not ask for donations by gift cards. Never buy gift cards 
and then read the card numbers over the phone to any person. When donating, 
only give gift cards to credible persons you know will donate the gift card 
to your designated organization.
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

Recently the maintenance department 
has received several calls about how 
to determine if their home has wood 
damage. During these calls, homeown-
ers have asked why the Homeowners 
Association’s visual inspection cannot 
determine all of the damage. Please 
note, a visual inspection identifies only 
the obvious and distinguishable dam-
ages and not any underlying damage. 

To determine the full scope of dam-
age, a WDO is needed. WDO is an 
acronym for Wood Destroying Or-
ganisms. The most common types of 
termites found in Southern California 
are the Pacific Damp Wood, Western 
Drywood, Western, Arid-Land, and 
Desert Subterranean. Additionally, 
dry rot or fungus damage should be 
looked out for and is more common 
than termites, which is why a WDO 
inspection is so important.

Termites and dry rot leave calling 
cards around the property. However, 

the untrained eye may miss them, so 
when in doubt, hire a professional. 

Signs of termite infestation may 
include:

• feces and wood fragments.

•  mud tubes noted at the foundation, 
baseboards, windowsills, or walls.

• swarmers in the spring and fall.

Signs of dry rot include:

• damaged or decaying timber.

• a damp or musty smell.

• deep cracks in the timber grain.

•  brittle timber or timber that crumbles 
in your hand.

•  concentrated patches of orange–
brown spore dust.

• grey strands on timber.

•  fruiting bodies that look like large 
mushrooms.

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,

(949) 215-9155
Donna Duhn,

Maintenance Coordinator,
dduhn@powerstonepm.com,

(949) 455-4671 (office)
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

December 2022

Bouas, Michelle & Kenneth ........28127 Alava ..................... (602) 690-0617
 Anaheim, CA
Chen, Jiayu ..................................28219 Nebrija .................. (201) 310-4836
 Paramus, NJ
Fitch, Jerry ..................................23485 Villena .................. (310) 623-2659
 Torrance, CA
Karolak, Walter & Betty Jane .....28485 Borgona ................ (949) 446-6368
 Temecula, CA
Khodabandehloo, Safi & Hoda ...27822 Calle Marin ........... (949) 922-3384
 Irvine, CA
McClelland, Drew & Barbara .....28155 Espinoza ................ (714) 319-7102
 Branson, MO
McDonald, Brian .........................27802 Via Sarasate .......... (714) 227-7284
 Westminster, CA
Miller, Karen ...............................27720 Calle Valdes .......... (949) 380-0899
 Mission Viejo, CA
Scurich, John ...............................24046 Silvestre ................ (949) 295-4414
 Capo Beach, CA
Vucinich, Lauren .........................24046 Silvestre ................ (415) 244-1980
 Watsonville, CA
Weber, Michael ...........................28385 Pacheco ................. (949) 294-0451
Hutchings, Christina ...................23681 Via Storni .............. (732) 691-8840
 Dove Canyon, CA

 

News You Can Use
Caution if Parking Near Storm Drains

Casta del Sol has numerous storm drains of varying lengths throughout the 
community, all properly designed and positioned to accomplish the task of 
draining excess water from our streets. Storm drains are intentionally designed 
so that the curb side surface of the street slopes down and away from the 
center of the street allowing water to run into it. The net effect of this design 
is to lower the street level and raise the curb adjacent to the drain. 

By parking against the curb where there is a storm drain, it is possible to 
damage your vehicle by scraping the wheels and fender. Additionally, passen-
gers exiting a car parked next to a storm drain could easily lose their footing 
due to the uneven and sloped surface. Because of these concerns, parking 
next to any storm drain should be avoided unless absolutely necessary. If you 
must park near one, please exercise extreme caution. Safety first!
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Architectural
Hello to all Casta del Sol residents. 

My name is John Nicsinger. In January, 
I will become chair of the Architec-
tural Committee. I was in real estate 
sales and property management for 30 
years. Before that, I was involved in 
construction. I am a Vietnam veteran. I 
hope to continue the wonderful job that 
Vicki Slawson has done throughout 
her six years as committee chair and 
to continue to keep Casta a beautiful, 
well-kept place to live.

Our committee members will con-
tinue to be out and about in the com-
munity doing inspections and guiding 
homeowners through their home 
improvement projects. We hope that 
more Casta homeowners who have an 
interest in architecture and have some 
experience in construction will join the 
committee. Please feel free to come and 
check us out at one of our meetings on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 1 p.m. 
in the Vista Room. As Vicki says, “Our 
community is only as good as the effort 
we put into it.”

Should you see me or any of our 
volunteer committee members in our 
orange vests outside your home, feel 
free to stop and chat with us. We are 
here to help.

John Nicsinger,
(818) 261-5316

Linda Silverman, Liaison

Budget and Finance
The Budget and Finance (B&F) Com-

mittee reviewed the October financials 
at our November meeting. You should 
have received the 2023 Adopted Bud-
get in early November. If you did not, 
please stop by the Administration office 
for a copy.

With the budget behind us, we will 
soon be focusing on our year-end fi-
nancial statements since our fiscal year 
end is December 31. All residents are 
welcome to attend the B&F meetings. 
The committee meets regularly on the 
third Monday of each month at 1 p.m. 
Our next meeting will be on December 
19. Please look for eblasts with addi-
tional details about our next meeting.

Happy Holidays!
Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,

(949) 305-6336
Karen Warren, Liaison 

Courier
The Board of Directors approved 

the contract for new Editor-in-Chief, 
Charlotte Lassos. Her contract began 

Greenbelt
Happy Holidays to all residents! 

The Greenbelt Committee members 
wish all of you many joyful mo-
ments with your family and friends.

 Pac West Land Care (PWLC1) in-
spected the irrigation system on the 
Jeronimo slope; it was found to be 
in good condition after a few minor 
repairs and adjustments. The Jeron-
imo slope, phase 2 planting project 

Facilities
Happy Holidays to all Casta del Sol 

residents. So much is happening around 
Casta. Consider attending one of the 
Board of Directors meetings on the first 
and third Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., respectively. These meetings 
are held in person, via Zoom or by phone. 
Stay informed. How about attending at 
least one committee meeting each month 
and signing up for eblasts on events?

 If you haven’t been to the new Fitness 
Center, make sure to come by and check 
out the layout and updated exercise equip-
ment. Kudos to the Health & Fitness Club 
for getting the word out.

The 2022 asphalt paving project is 
complete. The committee has begun work 
on the 2023 paving contract and will be 
going out for bid soon. The committee 
asks for your patience about getting your 
street or cul-de-sac done. Many of our 
streets are in poor condition and the plan 
is to work towards completing areas of 
the community.

The 2022 painting project is complete 
and the 2023 project will begin in Janu-

Continued on page 10

on November 1 and will continue until 
December 2023. The committee is happy 
to welcome Charlotte. I want to extend 
my gratitude to the project group that 
worked on the job search and the inter-
view process.

 The committee is working on reorga-
nization with new officers. The recom-
mendation to the Board of Directors is 
to appoint Debra Friedman as committee 
chair beginning in January 2023. With 
that change, Fran Morgan will serve as 
secretary. There will be several changes to 
section editors and proofreaders as well. 
For a complete listing of assignments, 
refer to the Courier staff listing in the 
back of the paper.

The Courier continues to look for sto-
ries from residents for the columns on 
Getting to Know Our Neighbors, Restau-
rant Reviews, Sharing Your Roots, Where 
in the World, and It’s a Different World. 
You do not have to write your own col-
umn; just contact the Courier and a writer 
will interview you.

Please consider attending one of our 
meetings and becoming more familiar 
with all that the Courier Committee does 
for the residents of Casta del Sol. The 
committee meets every second Wednes-
day of the month at 9:30 a.m. to discuss 
the previous month’s issue and review the 
assignments for the next month’s issue.

Fran Morgan, Chair,
(949) 305-5547

Linda Silverman, Liaison 

ary. If you received a notice of your 
house being painted, make sure 
to select paint colors (palettes are 
located at Rec Ctr 1 or online) and 
take care of termite, wood dry rot, 
and stucco issues.

The Facilities Committee meets on 
the fourth Thursday of the month at 
9 a.m. in the Vista Room or online 
via Zoom. Casta needs you and your 
talents.

Nancy Cunningham, Chair,
(949) 350-3562

Matt Loftus, Liaison

was denied at the October 20 Board 
of Directors meeting. Therefore, the 
Greenbelt Committee will review other 
planting options and provide additional 
bids for this 75,000 square-foot area.

The committee members are review-
ing the 2022 Greenbelt Rules and Reg-
ulations for 2023. One of the sections 
we are focusing on is foundation plant-
ing and when to submit an Application 
for Proposed Foundation Replanting.

As you may have heard, PWLC1 pro-
vided Casta del Sol with a 60-day ter-
mination notice regarding the current 
landscape maintenance contract. The 
BoD approved an addendum to the con-
tract to have them back on a month-to-
month basis for an additional $48,900 
per month or a total of $258,497 per 
month beginning November 1. Mean-
while, Monarch Environmental is 
diligently working on the RFP process 
and a new contract to go out for bid. An 
additional $1,000,000 has been added 
to the 2023 budget for the landscaping 
contract because of the unknown costs 
related to a new contract.
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Greenbelt
Continued from page 9

Social
The holiday season is upon us! 

Here’s hoping everyone had a joyous 
Thanksgiving Day feast with family 
and friends. The Casta del Sol Holi-
day Decorating Party was a wonderful 
opportunity to extend the festivities 
with our neighbors as well. Attendees 
were entertained with a performance by 
the a cappella quartet, Serendipity, as 
well as seasonal music played by Kip 
Isbell. Our CdS Christmas tree was 
adorned with ornaments and lights and 
our Hannukah table continues to be an 
ever-growing artistic display of holi-
day-themed décor. The hot chocolate, 
potluck appetizers, and desserts were 
a just reward for all the hard work of 
decorating.

Tickets went on sale November 28 for 
our New Year’s extravaganza, Cheers 
to 50 Years. What an incredible way to 
enter in the new year with CdS neigh-
bors and friends. The champagne will 
be flowing, the food will be catered by 
Martinez, and the entertainment will 
be provided by Roy Southerland. This 
is certain to be a memorable evening.

Traffic
Hey neighbors, what’s the rush with 

some of you entering the gates? Tail-
gating (following the car ahead of you 
in under the gate arm rather than wait-
ing your turn) and resultant gate strikes 
continue to be a problem. The magni-
tude of this issue is a concern; year-to-
date, there have been 23 gate strikes. 
Consider the possibilities: hitting the 
car in front of you and damaging both 
vehicles, damage to your vehicle from 
a descending barrier arm, damaging or 
breaking off that barrier arm resulting 
in a breach in security, and tangling up 
our attendants who must then need to 
check each incoming resident for the 
presence of a transponder while still 
handling the visitor lane.

Such entry system repairs are billed 

Library
The Library Committee is finalizing 

the last part of the new Handy Library 
Manager program. When complete, 
this program will facilitate a new ser-
vice to Casta del Sol residents. You 
will be able to reserve any book in the 
library. We hope to offer this service 
by the beginning of next year. Keep 
tuned for further information.

Please remember that all books, even 
the donated ones, on the library shelves 
need to be checked out with the Rec-
reation Office staff. Once you finish 
a book, please return it by slipping it 
into the book drop in the Recreation 
Office lobby. This will help the library 
get a more accurate circulation count. 
Thank you.

Your new library card is waiting for 
you in the Recreation Office at Rec Ctr 
1. Just ask next time you are in. We 
cannot issue another card if you still 
have one waiting for you. Again, thank 
you for your cooperation.

Our next scheduled meeting is De-
cember 13 at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Jodie Trainer, Chair,
(949) 836-6511

Lori Gilbertson, Liaison

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:

Demon Copperhead,
 Barbara Kingsolver

Dinosaurs, Lydia Millet

Our Missing Hearts, Celeste Ng

People Person,
 Candice Carty-Williams

Righteous Prey, John Sandford

Shrines of Gaiety, Kate Atkinson

Signal Fires, Dani Shapiro

The Boys From Biloxi, John Grisham

The Furies, John Connolly

The Mountain in the Sea, Ray Nayler

The Passenger, Cormac McCarthy

The Revolutionary Samuel Adams,
 Stacy Schiff

The Singularities, John Banville

Large Print:
A Truth to Lie For, Anne Perry

Home Sweet Christmas, Susan Mallery

Mad Honey, Jodi Picoult

The German Wife, Kelly Rimmer

The Maze, Nelson DeMille

The Winners, Fredrik Backman

Treasured State, C. J. Box

Audio:
The Guest List, Lucy Foley

The Spare Man, Mary Robinette Kowal

Pat Vitti, Chair,
(949) 457-9194

Matt Loftus, Liaison

We are busy planning our new year of 
fun events for the community. Details 
will follow in the next issue. On behalf 
of the Social Committee, I would like 
to wish all our CdS neighbors a fabu-
lous holiday celebration and a happy 
and healthy new year.

Amy Lake, Chair,
Alake225@gmail.com,

(516) 263-7941
Karen Warren, Liaison

Continued on page 11
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Welcome
Welcome as always to newcomers in 

the community. Members of the Wel-
come Committee contact new residents 
to arrange a meeting and provide a 
packet of information about the many 
programs and clubs in Casta del Sol and 
to answer your questions. If you have 
not yet been contacted by one of our 
members and wish to meet, you may 

to the resident: barrier arm and adapter 
collar is $250 plus $265 for labor, for 
a total of $515 plus the $100 fine. Is 
it worth $600 to save approximately 
four seconds of your time by trying 
to zip in behind the car ahead instead 
of leaving time for the barrier arm to 
cycle? Tailgating can be prevented. 

Traffic
Continued from page 10

email me to arrange a time and place 
to get together with one or two of us.

Welcome to Casta once again, and we 
hope you enjoy exploring and finding 
your way around the community. We 
look forward to meeting each one of 
you.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

Please exercise care and patience 
when approaching the barrier arms and 
consider the potential for damage, in-
convenience, and monetary loss when 
entering all automated resident lanes. 

Lynn Yeazel, Co-Chair,
(949) 582-0212,

lyhdtv@gmail.com
Mary Elizabeth Wing, Co-Chair,

mewinghome@gmail.com
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Billiards
It appears winter is upon us at last. As 

I write this article, it’s raining cats and 
dogs outside … finally. I hope you all 
had a great Thanksgiving holiday, and 
are ready for some dry, warm, indoor 
sports. On that Thanksgiving note, 
thank you to the Facilities Committee 
who gave us the okay to install a dart 
board in the Billiards Room. By the 
time you read this, it will hopefully be 
purchased and installed. Challengers 
are already bragging about their talents, 
so we should get plenty of action for 
this fast moving and enjoyable game 
of skill and eye-hand dexterity. The 
setup for playing a game of darts is 
uncomplicated, and anyone regardless 
of physical shape and fitness levels can 
jump right in and play a game. Come on 
down to the Billiards Room and enjoy 
our new addition.

Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,

(949) 367-6671

Bible Study
The Bible Study Club is having a 

potluck luncheon on December 6 at our 
regular meeting time and place.

Any resident of Casta del Sol who 
has an interest in participating in the 
study of the Bible is welcome to join 
us. This is an active group of folks from 
different churches. Our studies are 
varied, but always Bible-oriented. We 
examine and/or question the study of 
the day, but always keep the discussion 

Bridge
You win some, you lose some - 

continued - Playing duplicate bridge 
a couple of weeks ago, again, we had 
some easy, and some difficult hands 
to bid and play. An interesting thing 
about duplicate, is that all teams play 
the same hands. The story: We came 
in first and the two teams behind us 
were tied just a half point behind. A 
very narrow win, but a win none the 
less. It was sweet, but we finished in 
the middle of the pack again yesterday. 

I was a substitute player for some 
social games in November. We often 
need substitute players for social and 
duplicate bridge. If you are interested 
in playing or learning bridge, send an 
email with “bridge” somewhere in 
the subject line; we will be pleased 
to get you involved. Tuesday, early 
afternoon, would be a good time to 
check us out.  Duplicate bridge at CdS 
is unsanctioned by the ACBL.

Tim McCoy,
mccoytest@cox.net

Canine Companions
It just doesn’t feel right discussing 

Christmas when we just had Hallow-
een. But our loving dogs don’t care. 
While you can be assured that they 
have routines and memories, they live 
for the moment. So, we don’t need to 
tell them they are not invited to your 
club’s Christmas Party on December 
7 at Chili’s. If you have not reserved 
your place, please do so. We will have 
a grand time.

Casta Creatives
Join us for Open Studio Wednesdays 

from 3 to 6 p.m. in the Arts and Crafts 
Room at Rec Ctr 1. Bring something 
you are currently working on to get 
inspiration. All media are welcome.

Coming attractions in 2023 include 
the following: Wine & Paint Party, 
Professional Artist Demonstrations, 
Classes and Activities, and a Casta 
Creatives Art Show.

For more information, please sign up 
for our monthly email notices.

Maribeth McFaul,
maribethmcfaul@gmail.com,

(949) 466-8244

Ceramics
Yes, we voted! At our Thanksgiv-

ing Delight meeting we elected our 
new officers. They are: President, 
Shelly Lethiot; 1st Vice-Presidents, 
Carol Favreau and Claudia Neill; 2nd 
Vice-Presidents, Rosalie Pritchett 
and Judi Kaminski; Treasurer, Chris 
O’Conner; and Secretary, Diane Harris.

 On December 2, we will install the 
new officers at our annual Potato Party 
and general meeting. As always, we 
will pay our respects, with love, to the 
outgoing officers and enjoy a white 
elephant holiday gift exchange. Sign 
up is on Cabinet 12 in the Arts and 
Crafts Room.

In January, lessons will begin again 
offering new creative ideas. As always, 
we invite you to stop by and see us, if 
you have not yet enjoyed the magic of 
ceramics. Our hours in the respective 
craft rooms are posted in the Arts and 
Crafts Room.

Jo Steciuk,
beejul@cox.net,

(949) 394-5181

on topic and from the Bible.
The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 

Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Peter Filakouridis at (949) 
305-1935.

Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,

(949) 354-1460

Some very special appetizers by none 
other than Chef Linda highlighted our 
November Yappy Hour. Cocktails and 
good friends made the day special. 
Thank you.

We have made significant advances 
in obtaining signatures on our petition 
for a Casta del Sol Dog Park. Many of 
you have come forward to assist with 
the process, which we really appreciate. 
There are a significant number of resi-
dents in favor of this project that are not 
dog owners. Thanks to Linda Galloway 
for all her professional assistance. 

Merry Christmas to all.
Tom Brockmiller,

lindabrock@cox.net,
(949) 412-1083
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Continued on page 16

Crafts for Charity
We will be working on several 

projects for the holiday season. For 
Meals on Wheels recipients, we will 
make tray favors for Christmas and 
Valentine’s Day; 85 for each holiday. 
For Laura’s House, we will be making 
wallet size journals and other goodies 
for Valentine gift bags for the moms.

If you’d like to join in the fun, and 
meet some of your neighbors in the 
process, please join us. We meet the 
first and third Wednesday each month 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Rec Ctr 2. 
Club meetings will be on December 7 
and December 21. For our December 
21 meeting, we will have our annual 
make-it, take-it session, where the 
ladies can take home whatever project 
we make. It’s always a surprise.

There is no membership fee, but we 
do accept donations to help defray 
the cost of materials. We are always 
looking for new ideas for craft projects 
and recipients. For details, call Marlene 
Kazan at (949) 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com,

(310) 480-9093

Cribbage
We play cribbage each Thursday in 

the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 p.m. until about 8:45. If you are 
interested in learning to play this old 
English card game, any of our mem-
bers would be willing to teach you on 
a one-to-one basis; or we can do it on 
a Thursday evening. It’s really not that 
complicated. You just need to be able 
to count to 31. If you have ever played 
in the past, the rules will quickly come 
flooding back; just come on down for a 
few games and a general social evening. 

There is no sign-up or commitment, 
and if you want more information con-
tact Susan Herrning.

Susan Herrning,
susanherrning@aol.com,

(949) 630-2565

Democrats
After all the great meetings this year 

by the Democrats group in Casta del 
Sol, we plan to party at our December 
18 meeting. 

Remember to mark your calendar for 
the third Sunday at 4 p.m. each month 
until June. The social aspect during 
our meetings is important, so we ask 
attendees to bring food or beverages 
to share.

We received approval to become 

Heritage Garden
Nothing beats a leisurely stroll 

through our own lovely Heritage Gar-
den, the “Gem of CdS.” We encourage 
all our residents to visit the garden and 
enjoy the natural beauty, joyful sound 
of birds, fluttering butterflies, and riot 
of colors everywhere.

There are many opportunities for you 
to contribute and enhance the beauty of 
our garden. You can help acquire new 
plants, trees, or benches by dropping 
off your donation check at Rec Ctr 1, 
payable to the Heritage Garden. Please 
help us raise funds by recycling your 
plastic and glass bottles, and aluminum 
cans with California Redemption Value 
(CRV) at the recycling area in the gar-
den. You can also buy Heritage Garden 
calendars, featuring pictures from our 
garden. It makes a great gift for family 
and friends.

Join the club if you are a “plantahol-
ic” and help us prune, plant, water, and 
preserve the beauty of our lovely gem. 
See you in the garden.

Parizad Sethna,
sethna7@hotmail.com,

(949) 298-0076

Italian American
We hope everyone had a good time 

at the November Bingo & Pizza night. 
We will be dark in December because 
of all the other activities this month. 
We will be having a gala in January 
with dinner and entertainment with 
Tony Rogers. Included with a prime 
rib or salmon dinner will be wine and 
champagne at each table. Be sure to 
sign up for your membership, which 
is $10 for an individual and $15 for a 
couple. The cost of the gala is $25 for 
members and $35 for non-members.

As you have probably noticed, our 
club had to cancel a few events. We 

an official Casta del Sol Democrats 
Club at the November Board Meeting. 
The Casta Democrats Club, starting 
in January 2023, has the following 
Executive Team: President, Michael 
Schlesinger; Vice-President, Cathy 
Paxton; Secretary, Debra Friedman; 
Treasurer, Leslie Brittle; Members at 
Large, Maria Gomez-Greenberg, Amy 
Lake, and Fran Morgan.

If you have not received emails and 
would like to add your name to the list, 
please email me.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

are in dire need of volunteers to be an 
officer or on a project group. We need 
a vice-president to help out if Jill is 
unavailable, a treasurer, someone to 
do table decorations and help set up the 
tables, a person to give information to 
the office for the flyer each month, and 
a membership person. If we do not get 
volunteers, we may have to cancel our 
bi-monthly dinners and only have Bin-
go. At our first meeting, you as a group, 

voted for alternating months of dinners 
and Bingo, and our small leadership 
group has tried to do that. We need 
others to step in to help. Please call Jill 
at (714) 504-3997 to offer your help.

Lucille Naves,
neilnaves@cox.net,

(949) 600-5887
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - December 2022 (All activities are subject to change.)
Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco................................1st T, 6 p.m.,H
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... M, 6 p.m., F;
 W, 12 p.m., H;

  1 p.m. Budget & Finance, F
10 a.m.. Welcome, F
  6:30 p.m. ARMDI  Event, V

  5

10 a.m. Library, F

10 a.m. Architectural
                      App Review, F
  6 p.m. Shuffleboard &
              Bocce Ball Event, V   5:30 p.m. Tennis Event, V

  6

  1 p.m. Architectural, F

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD Meeting,
                                      V, Z  3 p.m. Strummers Concert, V

  9:30 a.m. Courier, F
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                           Luncheon, V

10 a.m. Architectural App
                            Review, F

  5 p.m. Paddle Tennis &
               Pickleball Event, V

  4 p.m. Democrats Event, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, V,Z

  4

 24

 25

 11

 18

 16

Pearl Harbor 
Day - 1941

Note: All meetings are subject to a change of location or being on Zoom.

Hanukkah

Christmas

First Day
of Winter

  9 a.m. Facilities, V, Z

Recreation Center 1
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

  7   8  10  9

  3

 26

Recreation Center 1:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Recreation Center 2:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Saturday - Sunday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

 S, 5:45 p.m., H
Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 9:30 a.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., V or AC
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball ..........................F,S, 9 a.m., TC
 M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker Ladies .....................1st W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Rubber Bridge ...................M, 11 a.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 6 p.m., L

 27  28

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, F

10:30 a.m. Courier
                            Stuffing, V                   

December
2022

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

10 a.m. Architectural
                      App Review, F

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                     Workshop, V, Z

  1   2

 30 29  31

  7 p.m. Social’s NYE Party, V

Shuffle League Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super ....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training .................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers ........................W, 2 p.m., V
Support Group ..................1st & 3rd TH,
 10:30 a.m., F
Tennis  ..............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.;
 M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 12:45 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
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used his wood-working skills to create 
tiny reindeer and a tall, red-suited Santa 
for a front yard exhibit. There’s more; 

‘Tis the Season
Continued from page 1

take a walk or drive through Casta del 
Sol to see other celebratory shows of 
good cheer. (Note: Because of an early 
print deadline for the December issue 
of the Casta Courier, the photos for 
this article were taken last December.)

Home-crafted decorations adorn the front yard of
Robert and Sharon Barker’s residence.

Pictured are just a few of the many nutcrackers Liz Rickett exhibits 
throughout her home in December.

Michael Balzer and Van Quinn take full advantage of their corner lot
when decorating for the holidays.

Mig Rivera enjoys decorating her home for every major
holiday throughout the year.

Poinsettias’ association with Christmas began in 16th-century Mexico. The Grinch makes an appearance in the Heritage Garden.
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Variety
The November Variety Club show, 

the Poligrip Radio Hour, was well 
attended and very successful. The cast 
and crew became a family and we are 
looking forward to our December wrap 
party to view the video, enjoy refresh-
ments, and savor the camaraderie of 
our members.

The Variety Club is a group of 
performers and assistants who enjoy 
being together, laughing, and learning 
a lot about self-confidence and theater 
skills. If you are interested in joining us 
for future shows, please contact Barb 
Turino at (951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Vegetable Garden
We’re fortunate to be able to grow 

year-round, so the November Master 
Gardener topic was Cool Weather 
Planting. Many of us are still busy in 
our gardens during the winter, growing 
cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, carrots, 
beans, sweet potatoes, peas, onions, 
garlic, and more. As of this writing, 
the garden remains full with 20 on the 
waiting list.

This is my last Courier contribution 
as my term is ending, so I’d like to say 
that it has been a pleasure serving the 
club for the last four and a half years, 
first in the social position, then as 
president. I will be handing the shovel 
over to a new president as soon as the 

Water Exercise
Merry Christmas! It has been a won-

derful year in the pool. We have many 
new members and have had such good 
times meeting and making new friends. 
It’s now time to begin enrollment for 
2023, and our dues will be $10 for next 
year. You can sign up in the office and 
be ready to work off the coming food 
frivolities of the holidays! We start 
each Monday through Friday in Pool 
1 at 9 a.m. year-round. It’s a bit cooler 
now, but the water is great. Some of us 
use water jackets and we always have 
the hot tub for afterwards.

See you at the pool!
Nan Rednall,

nrednall@gmail.com,
(949) 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members have 

completed and delivered all of the 
Christmas mailbox decorations that 
were ordered by residents and friends 
at the Casta del Sol October Holiday 
Boutique, sponsored by the Ceramics 
Club.

Along with working on CdS resi-
dents’ small repair project requests, we 
enjoyed a field trip to the Sam Maloof 
home and museum located in Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA. Sam was a famous 
woodworker and furniture designer 
whose chairs were owned by two U.S. 
Presidents. One of his chairs once 
sold for a record $80,000 at auction. 
His woodwork is in the collections of 
several American museums, including 
the Los Angeles County Museum of 
Art and the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum in Washington, D.C.

Club members meet weekly on 
Monday afternoon from 2 to 3 p.m. in 
the Arts and Crafts Room across from 
the Vista Room. Stop by, if you have 
a question or you are interested in our 
activities.

Steve Vallely,
(714) 595-5766

Support Group
This support group is for those who 

are grieving, caregivers, and those 
facing challenging health issues. It is 
a place to share and receive emotional 
and tangible support, encouragement, 
and comfort. We meet twice a month. 
Please contact Kathy Wu for more 
information.

Kathy Wu,
kathywu.mv@gmail.com,

(818) 590-8009

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join our 
singles group. We have no membership 
dues. We will probably be meeting 
for lunch on Thursday, December 8 
at 1 p.m. at Antonucci’s in Mission 
Viejo. Please check your email at the 
beginning of December to confirm. 

Las Damas
Reservations for the Las Damas Club 

December 14 luncheon/meeting are 
on sale at Rec Ctr 1 until December 
11. Come join us for a festive holiday 
celebration with friends and neighbors.

At the December meeting, a special 
collection will be held for our philan-
thropy, military families of Camp 
Pendleton. Your generous donations 
will help purchase gifts for the chil-
dren, adding to the joy and wonder of 
the holiday season. Thank you!

We ring in the New Year together on 
January 11, 2023. A birthday theme in-
cludes a luncheon of savory meatloaf, 
garlic mashed potatoes, Caesar salad, 
and marbled cupcakes. Entertainment 
will feature “The Millennial Crooner,” 
Ryan Christopher.

Tickets for the December 14 and 
January 11, 2023 luncheons are priced 
at $25 for members and $30 for 
non-members, with checks payable to 
Las Damas Club.

Pat Crowley,
Patc624@yahoo.com,

(949) 305-0582

Pinochle
Attention pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m.

We played partners once in October 
with Cathie Joy and Dawn Hibbs hav-
ing a high score of 6,430. In October, 
Cathi Moro had the high game with 
1,120 and Jane Knesel was second 
(three hands) with 910. The high se-
ries was won by Jane with a total of 
4,300 points and Alice McNany was 
second with 3,680. Congratulations to 
our winners.

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
at (949) 916-5387.

Nancy Money,
cnmoney@aol.com,

(949) 457-9066

Ping Pong
We meet on most Saturday mornings 

inside the Vista Room at 9 a.m. If the 
Vista Room is unavailable, there’s 

Military Veterans
Will the Casta del Sol Military Vet-

erans Club continue into 2023 and 
beyond? That is the question needing 
an immediate answer.

On Monday, December 5, the club 
will continue our last regular meet-
ing of October 24. That meeting was 
postponed at the request of several 
members due to lack of volunteers for 
some officer positions. Specifically, we 
need volunteers to be president of the 
club and a social committee to plan the 
club’s events. The current club officers 
and their wives have been performing 
all duties for every event for many 
years and need a breather. Will you 
help?

The club cannot function without 
a president, and a social director/
committee would spread the workload 
around. If you have some alternative 
suggestions about future meetings and 
events, please attend the meeting on 
Monday, December 5 at 1830 hours in 
the Vista Room.

Kip Isbell,
kipisbell@live.com,

(949)922-2530

an alternate location in the Billiards 
Room. If you don’t find us in the Vista 
Room, check the Billiards Room. It’s a 
great indoor sport! All skill levels are 
welcome.

For more information contact Sherry 
Hargrove, (858) 336-5369.

Sherry Hargrove,
sluhargrove@gmail.com,

(858) 336-5369

Republicans
Happy Holidays, Republican Club 

members. We are in the process of 
planning events for 2023. Soon, we 
will fill out the schedule with the Rec-
reation Office to book rooms for the 
aforementioned events. Look forward 
to new guest speakers, some great food 
surprises, and good fellowship with 
good neighbors and friends.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port of our club, and have a great 2023 
filled with happiness, great fortune, 
and love.

Betty Houston,
consultantbetty@gmail.com,

(626) 422-0771

Please RSVP to Carol Kowalsky 
(cekewpie1@cox.net) by Monday, 
December 5 to reserve your seat at the 
table.

To join the group and get on our email 
list, or for more information, please 
contact Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744

new slate of officers for 2023/2024 is 
announced.

Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin,

jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,
(714) 969-9666
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Away Golf
Happy Holidays, golfers! We are cur-

rently negotiating with golf courses to 
set up our 2023 tournament schedule. 
It is getting more and more difficult 
to book tournament play at affordable 
rates. I will be in touch with you again 
in January with an update.

Wishing you peace, love, and hap-
piness throughout the holiday season 
and in the new year. We look forward 
to seeing you all in 2023.

Joyce Parlin,
(949) 588-0337

Bocce Ball
We are now playing Bocce Ball on 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday af-
ternoons from 2 to 3 p.m.

Just a reminder that sign-ups for the 
combined Christmas party with the 
Shuffleboard Club will close on Tues-
day, December 6. Cost for members 
will be $26 and $30 per person for your 
two guests.

Election of officers for 2023: if you 
would like to place a name in nomi-
nation for our club’s 2023 Board of 
Directors, please contact Carol before 
Thursday, December 8. Dues for 2023 
will remain at $10 per year and will 
be payable by check on January 1 at 
Rec Ctr 1.

Our next regular meeting will be held 
on Monday, January 9 at 7 p.m. in the 
Fiesta Room. Please note that because 
of the holiday, we are holding the meet-
ing a week later than usual. Following 
a short business meeting, we will be 
playing Bingo.

Carol Zinsmeister,
(949) 305-9890

Fishing
There have been no more reports on 

the situation with fish in Lake Mission 
Viejo since last month. In October, 
Nick and I went to Los Barriles in Baja. 
We stayed at the Van Wormer Resort, 
famous for its fishing opportunities. 
After three days on pangas, we caught 
more than 16 species of fish. The 
catches ranged from a nice rooster fish 
and huge sheepshead to 10-15 pound 
halibut, and a horde of large snappers 
and jacks. Bait was an issue or the 
fishing might have been even better. 
This trip, and those presented to us at 
the Laguna Club by Orchids Convoys, 
are examples of excellent fishing and 
resort opportunities available to all 
members of the two clubs. Finally, 
a recent Laguna Woods presentation 
gave us instruction on fly fishing for 
future freshwater trips. Join the clubs 
and the fun.

Nick Morenc, President,
(949) 558-6223

Jim Slawson,
Secretary,

(925) 813-1848

Bowling
We are a quarter of the way through 

our bowling season and the Turkey 
Hunters (Jan Phifer, Lisa Serrano, Dave 
Descoteaux, and Lou Johnson) have a 
slight lead on We Do Love Bowling…
We Do! (Dawn Gove, Dave Gove, Judy 
A. Trombley, and David Trombley). 
There is still time for any of the other 
teams to pass them in the standings.

The Casta del Sol Bowling league 
bowls on Thursdays at 1 p.m. at Saddle-
back Lanes on Marguerite Parkway in 
Mission Viejo. We still have openings 
on two of our 16 teams. If you do not 
want to commit to bowling every week, 
you could get on our list of subs; just 
call Donna Miller at (949) 395-8958. 
If interested in checking out how much 
fun we have, you can always stop by 

Golf Chippers
Congratulations to our November 

winners: Sandy Kuta, Patti Gladysz, 
Carol Zinsmeister, Leslie Brittle, Dave 
Andersen, Walt McCleary, and Bob 
Bochniarz. Mark your calendar for the 
next Golf Chippers event on Saturday, 
February 4 at 9:30 a.m. All residents 
are invited to participate. The fee is 
$5. Golf experience is not necessary. 
Consider bringing a golf-related or 
a white-elephant item for the raffle 
table. If you have golf equipment that 
is no longer in use, we can give it a 
new home.

The Greenbelt Committee and Board 
of Directors are weighing proposals 
for the Golf Practice Area. A safe, 
ADA-compliant walkway to this area 
will provide access for residents using 
walkers, scooters, and wheelchairs. A 
golf hole with an artificial turf green 
and sand traps is under consideration. 
Plans are being formulated to improve 
the quality of the existing artificial and 
live turf. Questions? Just call.

Bob Hrad,
(949) 290-0366

Lawn Bowling
Ladies Day was held at Casta del 

Sol’s Lawn Bowling Green in Mission 
Viejo at the end of October. This was 
the first time Casta had been a host in 
quite a while. Other clubs participat-
ing included: The Groves, Hermosa 
Beach, Holmby, Laguna Beach, Lagu-
na Woods, and Newport Harbor. One 
of our own first-time bowlers, Peggy 
Torrance, participated. Vice President 
Butch Nelson and his wife, Sondra, 
deserve special thanks for setting up the 
rinks and for their hospitality. Besides 
having breakfast goodies and salads for 
lunch, ice cream bars were served to the 
ladies. They were more than welcome 
after a warm day of bowling on the 
green. The greens had been rolled twice 
for the affair and were great to play on. 

For free lessons with bowls, call Shu-
man Chan (626) 428-0250, and come 
out and join our regulars on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday at 1 p.m.

Roman Swystun,
(818) 669-9970

Continued on page 18

on a Thursday at 1 p.m. at Saddleback 
Lanes.

Van Quinn,
(949) 842-9151

Men’s Golf
Best wishes to all for a happy holiday 

season and a happy New Year. The goal 
of our club is to support members in 
a spirit of fun and friendship within a 
setting graced by the wonderful game 
of golf. We play a game on a weekly 

basis resulting in lively competition 
and fun for all. Golf is a fascinating and 
challenging game that is rewarding and 
sometimes frustrating. The challenge is 
well worth the experience.

The December game schedule is: De-
cember 7, Team Best Ball; December 
14, Odd/Even Twosome; December 
21, Best Fifteen Holes; December 28, 
Team Scramble. If you are interested 
in joining us, please contract our mem-
bership chairman, Al Arnott, (714) 
425-4320.

Merl Barrett,
(949) 770-5024

Paddle Tennis
Start off the holiday season and New 

Year by picking up a new sport or 
improving your skills. Join us for the 
monthly Paddle Tennis clinics on the 
third Wednesday at 4 p.m. The next 
clinic date is December 21; hope to 
see you there. Come practice during 
our open court times at 9 a.m. Monday 
through Friday.

We are anticipating a fabulous 
holiday party in conjunction with the 
Pickleball Club on December 3. The 
officers are now planning events for 
2023.
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Paddle Tennis
Continued from page 17

Tennis
The Casta del Sol Tennis Club 

Holiday Party is fast approaching on 
December 10 in the Vista Room. A 
terrific evening of delectable food and 
entertainment is on tap. This should 
prove to be a great evening.

A new Tennis Club Board of Direc-
tors was recently elected. This enthu-

Shuffleboard
Hurry and sign up by December 6 for 

the combined Shuffleboard/Bocce Ball 
Holiday Party taking place on Friday, 
December 9. The cost is $26 for mem-
bers and $30 for guests of members.

The various group choices include 
Wednesday Friendly Shufflers, Pot of 
Gold league on Wednesday evening, 
Tuesday morning league, and lessons 
with practice on Friday mornings at 10 

Pickleball
The Pickleball Club held its annual 

meeting on November 2 in the Vista 
Room. Members enjoyed a pizza and 
salad dinner and voted for their 2023 
Pickleball Club officers. Next year’s 
officers will be: President, Metty 
Thomason; Vice President, Jim Mc-
Gee; Secretary, Donna Guild; Trea-
surer, Al Guild; Tournament Director, 
Susan Menchel.

 If you want to watch or try Pickle-
ball, come to the courts during club 
open play Monday and Wednesday 

from 4 to 6 p.m. and Tuesday, Friday, 
and Sunday from 8 to 11 a.m. Begin-
ners are welcome during open play; we 
have extra paddles and more experi-
enced players will provide instruction.

Pickleball Club members are looking 
forward to the joint holiday party with 
the Paddle Tennis Club on December 3.

Pickleball Club dues for 2023 remain 
$10 per person per year and should be 
paid at Rec Ctr 1 with a check made 
out to CdS Pickleball Club. Dues paid 
during December will be applied to 
2023. If you have questions about Pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
(949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild,
(949) 446-0005

Paddle Tennis officers installed for 
2023 were: Trish Jacobs, President; 
Kathy Wu, Vice-President; Debra 
Friedman, Secretary; Laura Marsh, 
Treasurer; and Dan Viotto, Tournament 
Director. Our Social Committee Chair, 
Sondra Nelson; Sunshine Committee 
Chair, Donna Guild; and Court Main-
tenance Chairs/Team of Bob Henry, 
Bob Adams, and Dennis Serrano are 
all on board for 2023.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

a.m. The leagues will be taking a break 
until January.

The Sunday Super Shuffle yielded the 
following winners: first place, Mary El-
len Marcus and Stan Krauson; second 
place, Mike Bukala and Nancy Tirrell; 
and third place, Brigid Johnson and 
Laura Storrie. The Sunday Potluck So-
cial Shuffle winning teams were: first 
place, Darrell Holdaway and Marlene 
Solem; second place, Ann Loranger 
and Bev Carrier; and third place, Jayne 
Freed and Debra Friedman. The Sun-
day groups will resume on January 8 at 
1 p.m. and January 29 at 2 p.m.

For further information, please con-
tact Bob Caywood at mobobkwood@
gmail.com.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

siastic group is hard at work planning 
a series of court and social events for 
next year. We are tentatively planning 
spring and fall tournaments, and both 
outdoor and indoor parties.

On the courts, we are very pleased to 
welcome back John Clarity to lead our 
Monday morning ball-machine prac-
tices and provide his insightful tennis 
knowledge. We will also be continuing 
our Wednesday and Saturday morning 
round-robin events from 8 to 10 a.m., 
although the recent cool morning 
weather may require some additional 
tennis attire. Newcomers are always 
welcome at all the CdS Tennis Club 
group events.

Roger Gyger,
(630) 430-9045
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On the Road Again
Balboa Island Museum

Debra Friedman

New to SoCal, too busy 
to explore, or perhaps 
time to revisit? Debra 
offers suggestions.

Reflections of a
Casta Newbie 

A new resident explores 
the adventures of Casta.

Nevin Valentine

Be prepared to spend at least an hour 
at the Balboa Island Museum becom-
ing immersed in the rich history of 
this area. In 2020, the museum moved 
to a large location in a 1927 historic 
building at 210 B Marine Avenue, the 
main thoroughfare. The museum is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit with a mission to 
“collect, preserve, and promote the cul-
ture and history of Balboa Island, and 
Newport Beach/Harbor,” according to 
their website.

I was impressed with the layout of 
the museum. Each section has a very 
specific focus that is described on 
boards. Additional information is found 
on newspaper clippings, photographs, 
and memorabilia. The section about 
Catalina Island describes the origin 
of the Wrigley family that purchased 
the island. Additionally, Catalina tile 
pottery is displayed.

The history of Newport Beach is 
illustrated with photos and details of 
founders including the Hershey fam-
ily, William S. Collins, James Irvine, 
James McFadden, and Captain Samuel 
Dunnells. There are nautical items 
such as painstakingly created vintage 
wooden ships, scrimshaw, ships inside 
bottles, and rope designs.

The Balboa Island ferry, so unique 
to this area, has operated since 1910 
starting as a one-car barge. There is in-
formation about Balboa Village and the 
fun zone, the yacht clubs, the fishing 
history, and the immersion into surfing 
with photos of Duke Kahanamoku, an 
Olympic medalist.

Being a favorite destination of the 
Hollywood elite, the museum is chock 
full of information about stars such 
as John Wayne, Shirley Temple, and 
Humphrey Bogart.

This museum is worth multiple visits 
to absorb the myriad of information 
about the heart of Orange County’s 
beach community.

Cohort groups, people close in age 
who share the same cultural and soci-
etal influences of their generation, was 
a topic I covered in a class I taught at 
Santa Rosa Junior College. Students 
easily understood how these influences 
shaped their current values, world-
views, and perspectives. Until recently, 
I haven’t lived with my own cohort 
group since attending college myself. 
We defined ourselves with our music, 
long hair, and revolutionary agendas. 
We urged each other to not trust those 
over thirty.

Fast forward to November of 2021 
when I moved to Casta del Sol, and this 
aging Baby Boomer is once again liv-
ing with my cohort group. And, I must 
say, it’s absolutely empowering and 
freeing. Here I feel an instant affinity 
with my new community members as 
there is a certain knowing and under-
standing that comes from being at the 
same stage of life.

My teenage self comes alive when 
1960 Doo-wop songs are played during 
the Sunday Shuffleboard Tournaments. 
Memories of my childhood fascination 
with television and movie stars of the 
1950s flooded my mind as I watched 
the Variety Club’s show, Not Dead 
Yet, the Musical, where Casta members 
played roles such as Marilyn Monroe, 
Lucille Ball, Shirley Temple, and 
Gloria Swanson. I am touched when I 
see veterans proudly displaying their 
service insignias on their caps.

One of the best parts of living with 
my cohort group is being inspired by 
my co-elders who are in leadership 
positions, chairing committees, man-
aging clubs, and serving on the Board 
of Directors. At the Pizza Olympics 
event sponsored by the Paddle Tennis 
Club, Liz Rickett was busy selling 
raffle tickets, gracefully walking from 
table to table while connecting with 
others and greeting everyone with her 
bright smile. Later in the evening, I saw 
her with a stack of pizza boxes that she 
had cleared from the tables. “Liz, every 
time I see you, you are working,” I said. 
She replied, “It’s what I do! I’m a big 
strong girl!” Yes, Liz, you are, and you 
shine on as a beautiful, active, caring 
and dynamic example of our cohort 
group.

What’s Cooking
at Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller
Holiday Cheesecake
with Sugared Cranberries
This is a beautiful presentation for a 
holiday dessert!

Crust:

1 ½ cups graham cracker crumbs
3 Tbsp. sugar
½ cup butter, melted
Cheesecake:
4 (8oz.) pkgs. Philadelphia cream 
cheese, softened
1 cup sugar
1 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 tsp. vanilla
4 eggs
2 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
zest of one lemon

Sugared Cranberries:
1 lb. fresh cranberries
2 cups sugar, divided

½ cup water

 Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Mix 
crumbs, 3 Tbsp. sugar, and butter. Press 
firmly into bottom of spring-form pan. 
Bake for 8 minutes. 

Beat cream cheese, 1 cup sugar, va-
nilla, cornstarch, lemon juice, and zest. 
Add eggs, one at a time, mixing on low 
until blended. Pour over crust. Bake 55 
minutes, or until center is almost set. 
Turn off oven and keep door ajar for 20 
minutes. Remove cake from oven and 
let cool completely. Then refrigerate 
four hours or overnight. Then remove 
rim from pan and transfer to serving 
platter when ready to serve. Cranber-
ries should be piled high on top of the 
cheesecake.

Sugared Cranberries:
Combine ½ cup sugar with ½ cup 

water in a small saucepan over low 
heat. Stir until sugar dissolves. Bring 
to a simmer and remove from heat. Do 
not boil or cranberries may pop. Cool. 
Stir in cranberries until well coated. 
Using a slotted spoon, roll cranberries 
in remaining 1 ½ cups sugar until well 
coated. Transfer to wire rack and let dry 
for about 45 minutes. Cranberries can 
be stored in an airtight container until 
ready to serve.
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A Good Read:  Between Two Kingdoms
Book Review by Liz Rickett

It’s a Different World: The Seltzer Man
By Debra Friedman

Where in the World: Sundance Resort, Utah
By Evelyn Rothert

Sunset Hour at Fisherman’s Restaurant and Bar, 
San Clemente
Restaurant Review by Liz Rickett

This used to be the deal with dinners 
priced at $5—but then came inflation. 
Still, an ocean view, drinks priced for 
happy hour, and Sunset Hour dinners 
for $7.00—what’s not to like? 

Sunset Hour is available Monday 
through Friday from 4 to 7 p.m. Each 
day has a special dinner item. We were 
there Monday for Italian sausages with 
pasta salad and focaccia bread. It was 
our anniversary, so we began with 
champagne for $5.50 and oysters for 
$1.50 each.

In addition to the Sunset Hour spe-
cials, there are all kinds of seafood, 
salads, and chowders available at 
higher prices.

We parked at the Outlets and took the 
trolley to the pier. It is free and runs 
every half hour or so until 10 p.m. The 
Fisherman’s Restaurant and Bar – 611 
Avenida Victoria, (949) 498-6390.

Do you have a restaurant review to 
share? Send an email to fmorgan17@
cox.net.

We tend to think that when one has 
been ill for a long time and then con-
quers the disease, life has just been 
interrupted. This biography by Suleika 
Jaouad presents a different view.

Suleika had graduated college, was 
in love, living in Paris and working 
toward her goal of becoming a war 
correspondent. Then she developed an 
itch and her life completely changed.

She chronicles the four-year fight 
for her life, the people who are there 

for her, the medical community, and 
treatments that save her even as they 
make her more ill.

When she is finally cured, she has left 
the kingdom of the sick but realizes she 
has no idea how to live in the kingdom 
of the well. Thus begins her journey to 
go from one kingdom to the other.

I found this book, available in the 
Casta del Sol Library, fascinating, well 
written, profound, and inspiring.

Growing up in the inner city, my fam-
ily missed out on many of the amenities 
of my suburban friends and relatives. 
The personal touch from delivery 
salespeople was rare in the tenements 
of New York City. However, one of the 
visitors we had was the “Seltzer Man.” 
On a biweekly or monthly basis, we 
would return empty seltzer bottles and 
receive full ones, depending on how 
many we typically used.

For New York Jewish families, selt-
zer was a hot commodity. We would 

drink it plain, mix it with juice, make 
egg creams with milk and chocolate 
syrup, or mix it with wine to make 
our own wine spritzers. The seltzer 
“connoisseurs” felt freshly bottled 
seltzer was far superior to club soda or 
homemade seltzer. Today, old seltzer 
bottles can be found in antique stores 
selling for over $100. Without this 
option today, there is an absence of a 
superior quality product as well as the 
personal delivery advantage.

Almost every year, my twin sisters 
and I take what we call a “sister trip.” 
A few years ago, we went to the Rob-
ert Redford resort called Sundance in 
Utah. It is situated in a beautiful can-
yon with a creek running through it. 
We stayed in a secluded one-bedroom 
cabin. It is a ski resort in the winter.

What an adventure we had. We took 
the chair lift up the mountain and got 
off at the head of a trail. We were 
feeling feisty enough to take a smooth, 
even three-mile hike to Stewart Falls. 
We had the trail to ourselves. To get 
to the falls, we had to cross the raging 
river and the water was cold. We could 
hear the roar of the falls, so nothing 
to do but roll up our pants and very 
carefully walk across the river. It was 
worth it. We went around the bend to 
see a beautiful view. There was mist 
in the air.

Taking a wrong turn going back took 
us up hill with the path littered with 
rocks. By then we were getting pretty 
tired. We finally reached a parking 

lot and were told we were above the 
hotel. Our bodies were starting to ache 
in different places. So, what to do in 
such a situation? We hitch hiked and 
a very nice gentleman took us back to 
our cabin. It was a curvy drive back 
to the hotel. I would have cried if we 
had to walk it. We were so grateful, 
we kept thanking him over and over. 
In the end, our short walk ended up 
being over nine miles.

After resting, we went to the Tree 
Room Restaurant for dinner. It wasn’t 
very busy. We sure did laugh a lot. My 
sister was telling the people at the two 
tables nearest us the story of our hike. 
She had all of us laughing so hard our 
stomachs hurt. Embarrassed? Not at 
all. It was too funny. Dinner lasted an 
hour and half. For dessert we had ber-
ries and cream. Being with my sisters 
was berry berry good.

Do you have a Where in the World 
story? If so, contact Evelyn Rothert at 
erothert@sbcglobal.net.
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Bob Genisman Turns 90
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

Tammy Robbins, Administrative Coordinator
By Jo Steciuk, photo by Jeff McCoy

Continued on page 23Continued on page 23

December is a month of cel-
ebrations. For the Tennis Club 
at Casta del Sol, the biggest 
event to celebrate in December 
is that member Bob Genisman 
turns 90.

Bob moved to Casta ten years 
ago to begin a new chapter in his 
life. When he lived in Northern 
California, he had played tennis 
socially. As soon as he moved to 
Casta, he joined the tennis club 
and began to play in earnest. 
Bob plays tennis at least three 
times a week. 

In May, reaching for a shot 
while playing tennis, he took a 
tumble, fell on his rear, snapped 
his head back and hit it, and had a 
concussion. In typical Bob fashion, he 
announced, “I made the shot.” After 
a month of physical therapy, he was 
ready to resume court play.

He also plays paddle tennis. In May, 
he participated in the paddle tennis 
tournament, winning in the social team 
category.

Horses were a large part of Bob’s 
life, riding for more than 78 years. He 

met his late wife while riding. For ten 
years he worked with therapy horses. 

An avid traveler, he has a collection 
of more than 75 caps, which he bought 
in various places he visited during his 
travels.

A Navy veteran, Bob served during 
the Korean War, both in the States 
and in the Pacific. He was stationed 
on the carrier, USS Bairoko, which 

Spending time with Tammy Rob-
bins, you’d find it hard to believe 
she was ever introverted. She’s 
clearly enthusiastic and gregarious. 
But living in the shadow of her ex-
troverted older sister and moving a 
lot during her elementary and high 
school years, Tammy acknowledged 
that being shy made life difficult. 
This negative became a positive for 
Tammy, though, because she says, 
“I had to evolve into and adapt to 
change.” Realizing this at 15, she 
adds, “I just came out of my shell.” 
After graduation in 1988, she even 
dabbled in acting and modeling.

Tammy’s introduction to the busi-
ness world was a receptionist position 
with a mortgage company. Learning 
the industry rapidly, she was soon 
promoted. By 2007, she had spent 15 
years with three mortgage companies 
perfecting mortgage-lending. Though 
all three went out of business during 
her tenures, Tammy learned to multi-
task and meet deadlines efficiently. Still 
beset by companies going bust, she 
tried administration with a construction 
company, a law firm, a communica-
tions giant, and a dental office from 

2007 until 2021. She loved it! 

In March this year, she saw Power-
stone’s ad for an administrative assis-
tant position, interviewed and landed 
the job. Tammy works primarily for 
General Manager Josh Hodosh, creat-
ing agendas and executive packets for 
Board of Director hearings. She also 
helps Executive Office Manager Susan 
Wadsley as needed. She deals with 
traffic tickets, residents’ questions, 
takes payments, processes checks, 

Tammy Robbins, New Administrative Hire
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What’s New in the Garden
Photos by Liz Rickett

Potting workplace. Arbor Mud baths for butterflies.

The Beauty of Casta

August Super Moon by Jeff McCoy

Heritage Garden by April Wilsey

Egret visits Espinoza patio by Jeff McCoy
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Bob Genisman Turns 90
Continued from page 21

Tammy Robbins, Administrative Coordinator
Continued from page 21

participated in the detonation of the 
first hydrogen bomb in the Bikini Atoll. 
After detonation, the crew was told the 
explosion was 100 times more deadly 
than anticipated. Sixteen men died 
from radiation burns; others became ill 
and died prematurely. Bob was lucky. 
He faced away from the explosion and 

and sometimes helps with escrow 
inspections. Tammy admits the job is 
challenging and fast-paced but says the 
days go quickly and remarks, “I love 
everything Powerstone stands for and 
Josh truly cares about the employees.”

Tammy married husband Martin in 
2011. The pair are fitness enthusiasts 
and Tammy uses her elliptical daily. 
She lifts weights and walks the cou-
ple’s two huskies, Daisy and Angel, a 

was among the first to get below decks 
and escaped heavy radiation exposure.

Bob attributes his good health to his 
active life style. As a youngster, he 
played basketball, football, soccer, and 
rode horses. Interestingly enough, he 
didn’t play tennis then. He is making 
up for it now.

mile before and after work three days a 
week. She does take a “Pamper Tammy 
Day” on weekends with something 
“un-winding” like a massage. Friday 
night is date night, when they often 
just sit in the jacuzzi with a glass of 
wine. They recently spent ten days 
in Jamaica, so it sounds like Tammy 
works hard and plays hard. You really 
must drop in and meet this ball of fire 
even if only to see her biceps!

The Beauty of Casta
Photos By Kip Isbell
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The Beauty of Casta

Mother and Baby Bird Resting Beside Birdhouse by Liz Rickett

Autumn in Casta by April Wilsey
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The Beauty of Casta

Rose Garden
by Jeff McCoy

Heritage 
Garden
by April Wilsey

Puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
After hearing a sermon on Psalm 52:3-4 (lies and deceit), a man wrote the 
IRS, “I can’t sleep knowing that I have cheated on my income tax. Enclosed 
is a check for $150. If I still can’t sleep, I’ll send the rest.”

This may be the wine talking, but I really, really, really, really love wine.

A woman noticed her husband standing on the bathroom scale, sucking in 
his stomach. “Ha¬¬! That’s not going to help,” she said. “Sure, it does,” 
he said. “It’s the only way I can see the numbers.”

I’m trying to get into classical music, but I can’t find any original recordings. 
All the music is performed by cover bands.

Triscuit is the perfect combination of cracker and doormat.
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- Courier Committee Members and Staff -
Board Liaison Linda Silverman dirsilverman71@yahoo.com
Courier Chair Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
Courier Associate Chair Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Editor-in-Chief Judy Clendenin jlclendenin@gmail.com
Secretary Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
Section Editors:
   Association News April Wilsey aprilincal@gmail.com
   Bulletin Board Al Guild alguild@earthlink.net
   Casta Connections Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
   Clubs Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
   Committees Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Opinions Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
   People, Places and Events Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
   Sports Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
Columnists:
   On the Road Again Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
  Reflections of a Casta Newbie Nevin Valentine nevinvalentine@gmail.com
   Small Talk Dorothy Frances dfranceswrites@yahoo.com
   What’s Cooking Linda Brockmiller LindaBrock@cox.net
Feature Writers: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
 Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
 Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
 Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
 Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
 Parizad Sethna Parizad9@outlook.com
 Jo Steciuk beejul@cox.net
Staff Photographers: Darrell Holdaway holdaway@gmail.com
 Fred Lake lakebcbc@gmail.com
 Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
Photo Coordinator: Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Proofreaders: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
 Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
 Dottie Lewis dottielewis19@gmail.com
 Evelyn Rothert erothert@sbcglobal.net
 Judy Barrett lvbarretts20@gmail.com
 Suzanne Moore jsmoore830@gmail.com
Delivery Preparations: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com

Courier Volunteers
Calling All Stuffers!

We will meet on Friday, December 30 at 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room 
to prepare the Courier for delivery. Please contact David Ankeny at 
candyman803@gmail.com if you are interested in helping.

Agmon, Donna
Ankeny, David
Barrett, Judy
Blumenthal, Nancy
Blumenthal, Rich
Brickman, Ree
Corbin, Joan
Foglesong, Phyllis
Freed, Jayne
Friedman, Debra
Germeroth, Jore
Grant, Daphne
Harris, Barbara
Isbell, Kip

Johnson, Sue
Kramer, Elizabeth
Lake, Amy
Loranger, Ann
Marcus, Mary Ellen
McCoy, Cathy
McCoy, Jeff
McKeon, Beverly
McKeon, Susan
Michaels, Audrey
Morgan, Fran
Nohe, Linda
O’Connell, Suzie
Paskey, Judy

Rasmussen, Marsha
Rickett, Liz
Riddersen, Dan
Riddersen, Yulan
Rothert, Evelyn
Scott, Richard
Silverman, Barry
Silverman, Gina
Smith, Sue
Solem Marlene
Swain, Linda
Thompson, Dolores
Thompson, Randy

- Happy Holidays -
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


