
The Casta CourierJune 2022 Page  1

Newcomers Warm Welcome at Community Fair
By Debra Friedman, photos by Fred Lake

Continued on page 4

It was worth the wait! The commit-
tee, club, and activity tables outdid 

themselves, and throngs of newcomers 
came out in full force. Following two 
years of cancellations, the Casta del Sol 
Social and Welcome Committees, with 
leadership of Valerie Hanich, designed 
a fabulous event on April 30.

The finest of Casta del Sol was on 
display at the tables welcoming the 

newcomers. Each committee table 
exhibited its areas of responsibility. 
The Casta del Sol Democrats and Casta 
Creatives were selling items to benefit 
Ukraine. The expansive Democrats 
table had succulents for sale and a 
raffle for a quilt, a pillow, and a gift 
basket. Casta Creatives had bright 
sunflowers on paintings and cards. 
Artistic creations were on display at the 

Lapidary/Jewelry, Quilters, Ceramics, 
Woodworkers, and Crafts for Charity 
tables. The Variety Club table was 
most exciting while manned by Mrs. 
Claus, Elvis, a Toreador, and a rapper. 
The best whimsy award goes to the 
Pickleball Club table, featuring a large 
stuffed Mr. Pickle reclining in a kid’s 
lawn chair.

Attendance of newcomers was esti-
mated at over 200. Starting on the pool 
patio, welcoming remarks were given 
by Randy Thompson, Board President, 
and by Valerie Hanich, Powerstone 
Management. Randy introduced other 
Board members: Marci Smith, Shelly 
Lethiot, Mary Kay Crowley, and Ric 
Gonzales. With snacks and drinks pro-

 

Thursday, June 23 – Annual Meeting at 7 p.m. in the Vista Room and on Zoom. 
Election results announced.

(Ballots not received by June 22 will be accepted and tabulated at the Annual 
Meeting.)

Please Vote: Mail your Ballot by June 16 or put it in the Ballot Box before 
June 22.

2022 Annual Election
Please Vote as Early as Possible. (Ballot Box located in Rec Ctr 1 Lobby)

Please read the Election Committee report on page 9.

Wednesday, June 22 – Ballot Box closes at 9 a.m. 

Wednesday, June 22 – Ballots will be tabulated. Observation will be announced 
by an eblast.

Randy Thompson, other Board members, 
Valerie Hanich and Kip Isbell

Social Committee Members who 
Organized Event

Newcomers Susan and Sig Menchel

Newcomers Nevin Valentine &
Darrell Holdaway

Newcomer Leo Restrich Table of Newcomers Listening to Welcome

Pickleball Table Featuring Mr. Pickle Variety Club Table Featuring Performers Democrats Table with Items Benefitting Ukraine
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Opinion letters must also be sub-
mitted by email by the eighth and 
may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets in 
the Garden Room on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 
a.m. or on Zoom as Casta health 
mandates may require.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Secretary: Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Treasurer: Matt Loftus mloft107@gmail.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Joseph Hachadoorian  joecdsbod@gmail.com
 Marci Smith marcitaylorsmith@gmail.com
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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager

Safety Tips
A c c o r d i n g  t o 

SafeWise.com, Mis-
sion Viejo was rated 
the eighth safest city in California for 
2022. That being said, it doesn’t mean 
your neighborhood is not susceptible 
to crime. Casta del Sol residents must 
do their part to prevent criminal acts 
by being aware and vigilant as much 
as possible. Following the safety tips 
below is a good start. During the last 
couple of months, it was brought to 
the attention of the Association that 
a resident’s garage was broken into 
through the unlocked side door. The 
perpetrator gained access and went 
through the homeowner’s belongings 
in their garage. In another incident, a 
vehicle was stolen.

Below are some tips that can reduce 
your chances of becoming a victim of 
crime:

 1.  Always lock windows and doors 
for both your vehicles and homes, 
even if you’re only out for a few 
minutes. Consider investing in 
window clamps or wooden dowels 
for sliding doors.

 2.  Stop your mail and newspapers 
when going out of town.

 3.  When vacationing, be selective 
about whom you inform and make 
sure the person(s) is trustworthy.

 4.  Invest in a security system, and if 
you own one, activate it.

 5.  Keep your garage door closed 
when you are not in it.

 6. Occasionally re-key your locks.

 7.  Don’t leave valuables out in the 
open. They should be put away 
in a safe place; or consider using 
a safety deposit box at your local 
bank.

 8.  Even if you already have a tele-
phone in your home, keep a charged 
mobile phone nearby at all times.

 9.  When away for longer periods of 
time, set your indoor and outdoor 
lights on a timer to mimic your 
living patterns.

 10. Don’t hide spare keys.

 11.  Always be aware of your surround-
ings and keep your eyes open for 
suspicious characters. Never hesi-
tate to call 911.

 12.  Install a peephole in your front 

President’s
Message
Randy Thompson, 
President

On April 6, we had 
the pleasure of tak-
ing part in a mental 
health seminar in our 
very own Vista Room. This seminar 
was arranged and presented by Timory 
McElwain, Crime Prevention Special-
ist with the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department attached to Mission Viejo 
Police Services. Police services ap-
proached the Board after an incident in 
the community. The primary theme of 
the seminar focused on mental health 
and the local services that are available 
to us all. And all of this knowledge is 
just a phone call away. We are pleased 
to say that this seminar was recorded, 
and it will soon be available on our 
website.

After the seminar, while I was talking 
to Timory, she suggested that we in-
form the community about a program 
called Take Me Home. This program is 
“a regional registry that promotes com-
munication with law enforcement for 
those in our community who have cer-
tain disabilities, special needs, or med-
ical/mental conditions.” Basically, you 
or a loved one can go on the website 
and enter information that will help the 
police locate a person who may have 
gone missing and needs help getting 
back to their loved ones. Filling out the 
information online makes the process 
of getting the authorities involved in a 
search easier and quicker. All you do 
is tell the Sheriff’s Department that the 
missing person is listed on Take Me 
Home. Timory stated that the Sheriff’s 
department has had success returning 
individuals to their homes using this 
program. For more information, please 
go to ocsheriff.gov/community/Take-
Me-Home-Program.

As we are fully into the HOA elec-
tion season, I urge all 1,927 owners 
to participate in your community by 
casting a vote for the candidates that 
you believe will do the best job and 
who you believe are aligned best with 
your wants, needs, and wishes for the 
HOA in the coming year. Remember, 
voting is the way that we let our voic-
es be heard. Please come to the 50th 
Annual Meeting on June 23 in the 
Vista Room. Election results will be 
announced during this meeting.

door and never open the door for 
someone you don’t know.

 13.  Put your car keys beside your bed 
at night. If you hear someone trying 
to get into your house or garage, 
press the panic button, if you have 
one, so your car alarm will sound.

 14.  Watch for phone and/or email 
scams attempting to get your per-
sonal information. For example, if 
you receive an email from a person 
whose name you know, look at 
the actual email. For example, it 
may say Joe Smith, but the email 

address reads as: jpfsr20fe@.vu, 
which should be an indicator it is 
probably not a legitimate email.

If you observe suspicious activity, 
please remember to call 911 or the 
non-emergency police department 
number at (949) 770-6011. If it’s a 
non-emergency and you believe the 
Homeowner Association’s patrol ser-
vice should be notified, don’t hesitate 
to contact the HOA Post Commander at 
(949) 837-7640. If it’s after hours, con-
tact Gate 1 at (949) 455-4674 and they 
can send a patrol officer to your area. 

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

The two types of 
irrigation water used in Casta del Sol 

are domestic and recycled. Domestic 
water refers to water imported from 
the north, or Colorado River. Recycled 
refers to water that has been captured 
by the Santa Margarita Water District, 
SMWD, filtered, treated, and stored in 
one of the reservoirs. The Oso Reser-
voir is where water for Casta irrigation 
is stored, and it is above Lake Mission 
Viejo. The reservoir is located high 
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Board Meeting Highlights
May 19, 2022

•  The Board approved Treasurer Matt Loftus’s financial reports as presented. 
(See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved the Final Voter List, and authorized staff to submit the list to 
the association printer for mailing, and to the Inspector of Elections for 
authentication of all returned ballots..

• Approved the provided 2022 Ballot.

•  Approved the 2022 Annual Meeting mailing, including all backup infor-
mation listed, informing homeowners that Thursday, June 23, 2022, is the 
scheduled date of the Association’s 50th Annual Meeting and that the elec-
tion packet be mailed to the members of record as of May 6, 2022, which 
informs the homeowners when the Annual Meeting and election of officers 
will take place and calls for a vote on the candidates.

•  Approved the proposal from Pac West Landcare (PWLC1) for repairing the 
concrete brow ditch and regrading the natural swale at 23581 Via Agustini 
due to common area tree roots at a total cost of $2,720.

•  Approved the proposal from SMP for a spot repair of the sewer line at 28051 
Via Tirso due to common area roots at a cost of $3,493.57, plus a homeowner 
reimbursement in the amount of $600 for a total cost of $4,093.57.

•  Approved the proposal from SMP for repairing the sewer line at 27861 Via 
Dario due to common area roots for clearing, hydro-jetting, relining the line, 
installing a top hat, and installing a new cleanout at a cost of $10,260.

•  Approved a proposal from Fairmont Flooring to replace the carpet in the 
recreation office and reception area for the total price of $2,075, plus a $100 
contingency to purchase a tray to place under the refrigerator as a water 
barrier.

•  Authorized the reinvestment of a $100,000.00 operating CD at the best 
available rate at the time of investment for a period of one year with Co-
merica.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 54 delinquencies to-
taling $55,591.34 with two properties recommended for recording liens. 
Josh reminded residents to vote in the upcoming HOA Board of Directors 
elections. He reminded residents that it is important to look at facts and  ask 
questions, because there is a lot of misinformation being disseminated.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported there were 241 
landscape maintenance requests during the month, bringing the year-to-date 
total to 983. Bill reported on fire safety in Casta. Our greenbelts are irrigated 
spaces, reducing the fire danger. He noted that residents may call the fire 
department to perform a home assessment.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported the mainte-
nance staff replaced the posts at the tennis courts to level the net. The bids 
to finish Building D are being reviewed. Maintenance staff has performed 
several repairs inhouse, which saves the HOA money.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that staff processed 21 new 
residents this month. The new telephone directories will be printed soon. 
If you wish to purchase a ticket to an event, come to Rec Ctr 1 office at 
8:15 a.m. on the day the tickets go on sale or soon thereafter, as events are 
selling out quickly.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held June 16 
at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room. The next Workshop meeting will be June 2, at 
9 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Fran Morgan,
Courier Chair

**For a copy of the April 2022 Treasurer’s Report, refer to castadelsol.com, 
Recreation Center bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

April Treasurer’s Report
Total HOA Assets as of April 30, 2022 are $6,947,043, an increase of 

$155,502 from last month. This includes the following:

•  Operating Cash is $1,581,483. This balance includes $241,433 in cash, 
$1,040,051 of funds invested in a money market account and $300,000 in-
vested in two CDs with interest rates between .05 and .35%.

•  Reserve Cash is $5,115,488. This includes $1,930,937 invested in a money 
market account, $3,200,000 invested in sixteen CDs with interest rates be-
tween .07 and 1.50%, plus prepaid taxes and interest.

•  Capital Fund is $129,028. This account is funded by budgeting $6 per month 
per homeowner that results in monthly capital contributions of $11,562 plus 
interest.

•  Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $67,262. The allowance for Bad 
Debts is $41,213 and is adjusted monthly. It is equal to outstanding receivable 
balances over 31 days.

The following is a selection of our operating category expenses for the first 
four months of 2022.

• General & Administration is $371,498, which is $38,647 under budget.

• Land Maintenance is $1,023,067, which is $53,016 under budget.

• Recreation/Lifestyle is $123,766, which is $30,865 under budget.

• Repairs and Maintenance is $81,786, which is $16,939 under budget.

• Traffic Control is $276,613, which is $3,963 under budget.

• Utilities is $442,309, which is $7,400 over budget.

TOTAL Operating Expenses is $2,319,039, which is $136,030 under budget. 
(Before Reserves.)

TOTAL Operating Expense 3,497,530, which is $132,471 under budget, 
including Reserves and Interest.

The following is an operating category expense for the month of April 2022.

Land Maintenance:

Overall Land Maintenance is under budget YTD.  The Budget and Finance 
Committee had requested that all monthly payables be accrued for that month. 
Therefore, the month of April includes additional expenditures causing some 
accounts to be over budget for the month including the following categories.

• Irrigation Repair and Maintenance is $10,647, which is $5,231 over budget.

• Irrigation Modification is $17,051, which is $12,051 over budget.

• Tree Removal is $35,092, which is $25,092 over budget.

• Planting is $21,827, which is $8,702 over budget.

Utilities:

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $32,740, which is $3,653 under budget due 
to Waste Management not charging the rate increase because service of the 
third bin has not yet started

Treasurer’s Comments:
All Homeowners are scheduled to receive their ballots by May 23, 2022, 

for the upcoming election to fill four positions for the Board of Directors. I 
encourage everyone to vote in this election process.

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded on May 19, 2022, the Board approved 

the April 30, 2022 financial statement, this Treasurer’s Report, and ratifies the 
review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers of funds, and 
purchase of any new CDs made in this period and reflected in the financial 
statement.

Respectfully submitted,
Matt Loftus, Treasurer
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Newcommers Warm Welcome at Community Fair
Continued from page 1

vided, as well as DJ Kip Isbell playing 
music, many residents sat at the patio 
tables chatting with new friends.

Leo Restrich moved here in 2020 
with his wife, who shortly after passed 
away. He has taken part in the Social 
Singles Club, attended various parties, 
and loves to walk around our beautiful 
community. When his in-laws moved 
to Casta in 1986, he knew he would end 
up here. Susan and Sig Menchel arrived 
in 2020 from Washington and love ev-
erything about Casta. Susan, an artist, 

attends Casta Creatives and both Sue 
and Sig attend ARMDI events. Nevin 
Valentine and Darrel Holdaway moved 
here in late 2021 and describe Casta 
as a “playground” where they want 
to stay forever. They find the people 
kind-hearted and engaging. They are 
most interested in pickleball, bocce 
ball, and Casta parties.

Although the Casta Courier de-
scribes activities each month, what a 
great benefit for newbies to speak with 
someone involved in these endeavors.

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

enough in elevation to allow pressure 
to build up for irrigation to operate 
properly below in Casta.

There are requirements for the use 
of recycled water, and this year, Tracy 
Astorga with the SMWD, has been 
inspecting recycled areas to ensure that 
no cross connections between domestic 
water in the homes and recycled water 
in the irrigation system exist.

She has observed private irrigation 
systems connected to the home’s spig-

ots and running side by side with the 
recycled irrigation systems. She also 
noted hoses laying on the ground. Her 
job is to educate and protect people 
from cross contamination.

All irrigation recycled water zones 
are identified by purple stickers and 
signs. I would ask anyone who lives 
in these recycled areas to abide by the 
SMWD rules and keep the domestic 
water system safe by simply taking 
time to look around your homes. More 
information is available at www.smwd.
com.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

June 2022
Bretanus, Theresa .............................Unlisted ....................... (949) 933-7156
 Menlo Park, CA
Castro, Luzviminda & Oscar ...........28452 Buena Vista ...... (949) 394-3322
 Lake Elsinore, CA
Dailey, Tom & Karen ......................28391 Alava ................ (408) 406-8751
    ................................................................................... (408) 679-3698
 San Jose, CA
Fawcett, Norman ..............................28301 Alava ................ (949) 998-1110
 San Clemente, CA
Moussavian, Kimiya ........................27884 Via Sarasate ..... (650) 619-1642
 Redwood City, CA
Sola, Leonard & Elaine ....................28222 Zurburan .......... (714) 815-7976
 Laguna Niguel, CA
Tate, Theresa & Alan .......................23511 Via Murillo ...... (714) 403-3367
    ................................................................................... (714) 403-7014
 Brea, CA
Veeh, John & Shannon ....................28472 Borgona............ (949) 874-3383
 Laguna Niguel, CA

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

In the Maintenance department we 
have been asked many times what we 
do for the HOA. I would like to address 
this inquiry in this month’s article.

The roles of the Maintenance Su-
pervisor and Coordinator is to care for 
all HOA owned entities including, but 
not limited to, areas such as recreation 

buildings, offices, meeting rooms, 
recreational facilities, roadways, etc. 
We also supervise custodial and main-
tenance duties and ensure all the afore-
mentioned areas and entities are well 
organized, maintained, and operational 
with their air conditioning, appliances, 
plumbing, and recreational equipment. 
We oversee all vendors tasked to 
complete HOA projects including, but 
not limited to, the painting of homes, 
recreational buildings, offices, meeting 
rooms, asphalt, and fencing, and ensure 
the property is clean, well maintained, 
and safe. And we see that any break-
downs of HOA entities are promptly 
repaired.

Our custodial team keeps the build-
ings and grounds clean and neat, in a 
safe manner meeting HOA standards. 
They use cleaning chemicals to main-
tain equipment and other supplies 
while dusting, vacuuming, mopping, 
and cleaning restrooms. Additionally, 
they complete the room set-ups for 
special events and meetings.

Our Maintenance team fixes and 
maintains all HOA owned entities. 
Tasks include repairs to plumbing, 
drywall, plaster, flooring, electrical, 
and concrete, as well as general repairs 
such as fixing latches, fencing, HOA 
owned mailboxes, roadways, hanging 
pictures within recreational buildings, 

offices, meeting rooms and traffic 
signage. We also assemble and move 
HOA furniture in offices, meeting 
rooms, etc., as well as cleaning and 
maintaining our external recreational 
facilities.

We hope that you have a clearer 
picture of all that is required of the 
Maintenance department.

Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance Supervisor

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,
(949) 215-1955 (office)

Donna Duhn
Maintenance Coordinator

dduhn@powerstonepm.com,
(949) 455-4671 (office)

 

News You Can Use
Residents Are Asking . . .

Q. What is contained in the water tanks off of Borgona?

A.  The water tanks hold domestic water. The domestic water tanks only 
serve Casta homes, landscape, and fire hydrants, not any surrounding 
communities.

Q. Who owns the property that the water tanks reside on?

A.  The Santa Margarita Water District, SMWD, owns the property, Document 
22297. The tanks were built during construction of the Casta del Sol homes. 
The property around the tanks is common area and belongs to CdS. Casta 
HOA never owned the land the tanks are on.

Q.  Is there a better location to move the water tanks to free up the land 
for CdS to build on?

A.  The water towers benefit all Casta residents as it services the homes. SMWD 
will probably not move the tanks. The tanks are in the high elevation to 
provide pressure to the homes, landscape and fire hydrants.
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Election Reminder – Have you Voted Yet? - Please Vote 
as soon as possible. 
Please complete your ballot and put it in the Rec Ctr 1 Lobby Ballot Box by 
9 a.m. on June 22.

If you did not receive a ballot, please call the Admin. Office at (949) 837-4073.

We need everyone to vote to reach our quorum requirement of at least 964 
ballots.

If you do not want to come to Rec Ctr 1, please mail your ballot no later 
than June 16.

We will accept Ballots at a designated Vista Room location at the June 23 
Annual Meeting.

Architectural
Recently I watched a TV special on 

the Italian walls of the Cinque Terre. 
I found this architecture fascinating. 
These 18th and 19th century walls 
literally hold a string of small Italian 
villages on cliffs perched on a rugged 
Riviera coastline. The walls are made 
of stone, each stone being carefully 
placed and carrying its own weight 

Budget and Finance
At the April meeting, the Budget 

and Finance Committee reviewed 
the March financial statements which 
included the December 2021 audit ad-
justments. A sub-group was formed to 
interview potential auditors for 2022.

The Budget and Finance Committee 
was represented at the Newcomers 
Open House on April 30. Thank you 
to all who stopped by to say hello or 
expressed an interest in joining the 
committee.

because the walls have no mortar. This 
age-old tradition of placing stones con-
tinues today. The walls are constantly 
inspected, with new stones being added 
and meticulously placed by the stone 
inspectors to maintain the walls’ sta-
bility and thus keep the villages from 
falling into the sea.

Though the homes in Casta del Sol 
are a bit newer than the walls of the 

Cinque Terre, we do live in older 
homes, some fifty plus years old. When 
our homes were constructed, each 
piece, each corner, and each beam was 
meticulously cut and placed to give its 
walls structural stability. As time goes 
by, just as with the Cinque Terre walls, 
our homes age (as do we) and settle, 
and it is necessary to repair and replace 
some structural pieces to maintain their 
stability. Just as one stone might have 
fit in the wall of the past offering sta-
bility, as the old ones settle or fail, new 
ones are needed to maintain stability.

The community of Casta is not much 
different, and maintenance of our 
homes is paramount in keeping Casta 
a beautiful place to live.

Vicki Slawson, Chair,
(925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Continued on page 9
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Budget and Finance
Continued from page 8

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. We normally meet 
on the third Monday of each month 
at 1 p.m. In June, our meeting will be 
held on a different day. Please look for 
the eblasts for details about our next 
meeting.

Lisa Shoemaker. Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Matt Loftus, Liaison 

Courier
It was a pleasure to meet so many 

new residents at the recent Newcom-
ers Open House and Community Fair. 
There were many comments about how 
much they appreciated the newsletter. 
Several newcomers expressed interest 
in joining our committee. We have a 
strong committee but, as always, could 
use new members. As we are coming 
out of COVID-19 restrictions, many 
of our members are planning exten-
sive vacations. New members could 
be trained to provide backup, which 
would be much appreciated. We also 
find that, on occasion, people need to 
leave our committee for various rea-
sons. We need to make sure that we 
have enough people to continue the 

wonderful work of putting together 
the Courier that we all enjoy reading 
each month.

The Committee meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Garden Room to discuss the 
previous month’s issue and review 
assignments for the next month’s issue. 
If you have some basic computer skills, 
enjoy proofreading, editing, writing, 
or taking photographs, we need your 
services. Please consider attending 
one of our meetings and becoming 
more familiar with all that the Courier 
Committee does for the residents of 
Casta del Sol.

Fran Morgan, Chair,
(949) 305-554

Shelly Lethiot, Liaison 

Election
The Election Committee and the 

seven director candidates completed 
a number of tasks in May. The Cou-
rier published candidate pictures and 
resumes in the May edition. The can-
didates were introduced at the May 5 
Board workshop. We posted candidate 
pictures and goals on the Casta del Sol 
website. On May 19, we held Meet 
the Candidates Night. By May 23, all 
owners of record received their ballots 

and Annual Meeting Notices including 
candidate resumes.

Now the responsibility passes to the 
homeowners to vote. We hope you 
reviewed all the provided candidate 
information. You need to mail your 
ballot by June 16 or place it in the ballot 
box in the Rec Ctr 1 lobby by 9 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 22. Putting your 
ballot in the ballot box will save us the 
cost of mailing.

Barbara Harris, our Inspector of 
Elections, has been busy verifying that 
each returned blue envelope is from an 
owner of record and properly signed. If 
we have achieved our required quorum 
by the morning of June 22, Barbara and 
her team of Inspector Designees will 
start opening envelopes and tallying 
the votes at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room. 
Observation of the tabulation process 
is allowed. We will issue an eblast 

Continued on page 10
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Election
Continued from page 9

Continued on page 12

about ballot tabulation observation by 
June 20.

If you have not yet voted, please 
complete your ballot, and return it by 
June 22. If we do not hit our quorum 
of 964 ballots, we cannot proceed. We 
need your ballot!

Bill Burfeind, Chair,
(949) 305-4260

Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

Facilities
The Facilities Committee has been 

working on numerous projects over the 
past several months. The committee 
works closely with HOA staff and other 
committees and clubs at Casta del Sol. 
Items before Facilities include: 2022 
asphalt project scheduled for August 
and taking 25 working days to com-
plete, remodel of Ceramics and Arts 
& Crafts Rooms, finding a location for 
lapidary, reviewing locking systems 
for Rec Ctr 1 gates and Rec Ctr 2 pool 
gates in conjunction with Gates 3 & 4 
pedestrian gates, reviewing possible 
relocation of fitness to the Garden 

Room and/or Billiards Room, remodel 
of pool and spa at Rec Ctr 2 to start in 
the Fall, adding  shade coverings at Rec 
Ctr 2, replacement of carpet in Rec Ctr 
1 office, replacement of door signs at 
Rec Ctrs 1 and 2, possible location for 
Woodworking, digitizing 1,426 draw-
ing sheets, revision of Facilities Char-
ter, and replacement of Golf Chippers 
shed and turf.

Projects in work include: 2022 home 
painting, replacement of slumpstone 
and wrought iron fencing on Jeronimo 
to Olympiad, and design and construc-
tion of the multi-purpose room.

Come be a part of the Facilities Com-
mittee. The committee needs residents 
like you to volunteer and be a part of 
working towards making Casta better. 
Take this opportunity to check out what 
happens in Facilities by attending a 
meeting in person or via Zoom. Meet-
ings are on the fourth Thursday of the 
month at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room and 
via Zoom. All residents are encouraged 
to participate.

Nancy Cunningham, Chair,
(949) 350-3562

Marci Smith, Liaison

Greenbelt
The Greenbelt Committee would 

like to thank Ric Gonzales, our Board 
of Directors liaison, for all the support 
and leadership he has provided over the 
past two years. Ric is stepping down 
from this position and will be missed.

Victoria Pingree recently joined the 
Greenbelt Committee. Thank you to 
Victoria, and all the Greenbelt Com-
mittee members, for your service.

Nate Adams and Amelia Hern-
don from the Santa Margarita Water 
District were guests at the April 12 
Greenbelt meeting to answer questions 
related to the various rebate opportuni-
ties. During that meeting they indicated 
that they are very pleased with our 
community’s efforts to reduce water 
usage and how, in individual homes, 
Casta del Sol is doing a great job.

On April 12, several projects were ap-
proved including the Drought Recov-
ery Project located at 28021/31/61/81 
Unamuno and 27961 Valdes. We 
expect to save hundreds of dollars and 
538,560 gallons of water each year.

The Turf Restoration Project was 
approved by the Board of Directors on 
April 21. This project involves remov-
ing turf at various locations on Rodrigo 
and Espinoza, and tree removals and 
tree trunk grinding at some of these 
locations. The turf will be replaced 

Library
It has been two years since the Li-

brary Committee stopped purchasing 
new audio books. At our May monthly 
meeting we decided that this medi-
um needed revitalization and to start 
purchasing them again. Therefore, 
we are ordering the following audio 
books: The Dutch House written by 
Ann Patchett and read by Tom Hanks, 
and The Hitchhikers written and read 
by Stephen Fry. Look for them in the 
library’s corner soon. Also, when we 
reorganized the shelves, we moved the 
new books back to the shelves right by 
the entrance for ease of access.

Our puzzle selection continues to 
grow through donations. We always 
have a puzzle in process on our puzzle 
table. Next time you are in Rec Ctr 1, 
stop by and see if you can find any of 
the pieces. You can borrow any of our 
puzzles for home solving.

After being checked out, Green Dot 
books may be kept as long as you want 
without having to renew them.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
A Sunlit Weapon, Jacqueline Winspear

Dream Town, David Baldacci

French Braid, Anne Tyler

Kingdom of Bones, James Rollins

Lessons in Chemistry, Bonnie Garmus

Memphis, Tara M. Stringfellow

Part of Your World, Abby Jimenez

Portrait of a Thief, Grace D. Li

Sea of Tranquility,
 Emily St. John Mandel

The Diamond Eye, Kate Quinn

The Investigator, John Sandford

The Younger Wife, Sally Hepworth

Large Print:
A Family Affair, Robyn Carr

A Safe House, Stuart Woods

Crimson Summer, Heather Graham

Diamond and the Eye, Peter Lovesey

Give Unto Others, Donna Leon

Murder She Wrote: Killing in a Koi 
Pond,

with 4,490 sq. ft. of Marathon Sod 
for a total cost of $29,499. This will 
reduce possible sewer line damage and 
improve the look of the neighborhood.

Our next meeting will be on July 12 
at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room.

Jodie Trainer, Chair,
(949) 836-6511

Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison
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Reserve Study
The Reserve Action Committee held 

its last regular meeting on Thursday, 
June 9 at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room. 
This was the first extensive meeting 
of this committee where our plan, a 
review of a four-sheet Excel spread-
sheet with 200+ items, was started. 
This is a long process involving at least 
three more meetings over the next few 
months before the process is anywhere 
near completion. I will relay to you in 
the next Courier report some of the 
decisions and progress made for 2022.

Bill Swift, Chair,
(714) 815-3631

Matt Loftus, Liaison

Library
Continued from page 10

 Jessica Fletcher & Terrie F. Moran

Sister Stardust, Jane Green

The Candy House, Jennifer Egan

The Sisters Sweet, Elizabeth Weiss

What Happened to the Bennetts,
 Lisa Scottoline

Pat Vitti, Chair,
(949) 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Social
The weather is definitely warming 

up in Mission Viejo and residents of 
Casta del Sol are emerging from their 
homes. We had a sell-out crowd at the 
Memorial Day celebration on May 
30. Our CdS Military Veterans Club 
presented the colors followed by a 
delicious meal catered by Martinez. 
Musical entertainment was provided 
by Kip Isbell. A wonderful time was 
had by all.

Our next event is the ever-popular 
Fiesta Tuesday to be held on Tuesday, 
June 21 at 5:30 p.m. This party will 
feature a taco buffet catered by Marti-
nez and music by Kip Isbell. Oh, and 
did I mention Margaritas? Join us for 
a fun-filled evening of dancing, music 
and drink. Tickets are $20 per person 
and go on sale May 31. Don’t miss out 
on the fun.

We are so excited to announce a new 
event for September. We will be host-
ing a Classic Car Showcase. If you have 
a classic car or a collectible car that you 
would like to display, please join in the 
fun scheduled for Sunday, September 
11 from 1-3 p.m. Contact John Sellers 

Traffic
We all know the importance of iden-

tifying visitors, vendors, and service 
people who visit us in Casta del Sol 
by calling the gates or using your 
DwellingLive account to provide the 
information. But what if you are the 
visitor? You’ve gone out with a friend 
and that person drives you back to 
Casta, but you realize you forgot your 
ID. A valid ID can be a driver’s license, 
Casta del Sol identification card, or just 
the ID number (ex: C123456) on that 
card. Without some form of ID, the 
gate attendant can’t identify you as 
a resident. If the attendant calls your 
home phone and no one is there to con-
firm your residence, they are left with 
a dilemma: admit someone who may 
not be authorized or deny them entry, 
which is their duty to keep Casta safe 
and secure. Sounds like a maybe could 
happen scenario? But it has happened. 
Our attendants must always err on the 
side of security.

Please remember to carry identifica-
tion with you at all times, not only for 
your general protection but also for 
entry into Casta when you are not in a 
vehicle with a transponder that allows 
you to use the resident lane.

Lynn Yeazel, Co-Chair,
(949) 582-0212

lyhdtv@gmail.com
Mary Elizabeth Wing, Co-Chair,

mewinghome@gmail.com
Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

Welcome
Welcome to newcomers in the com-

munity. Members of the Welcome 
Committee contact new residents to 
arrange a meeting to provide a packet of 
information about the many programs 
and clubs in Casta del Sol and to answer 
your questions. We look forward to 
meeting each one of you. If you have 
not yet been contacted by one of our 
members and wish to meet, you may 

to register (jsellers26641@gmail.com). 
This is a free event.

I want to welcome all the new mem-
bers of our committee. And thank 
you to all our dedicated members for 
working so diligently to bring these 
wonderful events to all residents of 
Casta del Sol.

Amy Lake, Chair, (516) 263-7941
Alake225@gmail.com
Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

Opinion of Casta
Recently, I walked my dog to the 

Heritage Garden, and couldn’t believe 
how beautiful and peaceful the gar-
den is. There were several volunteers 
working there that day to maintain the 
beauty. I want to thank those volun-
teers and all Board, Committee and 

Club volunteers for their hard work. 
You, along with Josh Hodosh and the 
Powerstone staff make Casta del Sol 
the wonderful place that it is. I want 
you to know how much I appreciate 
you. I feel very blessed to live in this 
beautiful community.

Jayne Freed

 
Election Reminder – Have you Voted Yet? - Please Vote 
as soon as possible. 
Please complete your ballot and put it in the Rec Ctr 1 Lobby Ballot Box by 
9 a.m. on June 22.

If you did not receive a ballot, please call the Admin. Office at (949) 837-4073.

We need everyone to vote to reach our quorum requirement of at least 964 
ballots.

If you do not want to come to Rec Ctr 1, please mail your ballot no later 
than June 16.

We will accept Ballots at a designated Vista Room location at the June 23 
Annual Meeting.

email me to arrange a time and place 
to get together.

Welcome to Casta. We hope you 

enjoy exploring and finding your way 
around the community.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Marci Smith, Liaison
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Continued on page 16

Baby Boomers
The exciting June 4 Baby Boomers 

party is around the corner. Next up 
will be Back to School on September 
10. Save the date and look for further 
information about the music, décor, 
and menu.

Our parties are renowned for live 
band music, lots of dancing, great food, 
fun décor, and raffle prizes. Remember, 
residents of all ages are welcome.

We were happy to see so many 
newcomers and friends stop by our 
table at the Newcomers Welcome and 
Community Fair. This is a great club 
that has been around Casta del Sol since 
the 1990s.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at (949) 305-4705.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Billiards
Welcome to those new residents 

who stopped by the Billiards Room 
last month. We’re looking forward to 
seeing you again soon.

This month’s history lesson… It’s 
1920. The poolroom is populated by 
men, loitering, smoking, betting, and 
playing – aah, the good old days. Bil-
liards was completely dominated by 
men. The atmosphere of the poolroom 
was forbidding to women. They had 
trouble being accepted and it was dif-
ficult for a woman to develop billiards 
skills. Family and friends usually did 
not support her efforts, and it was hard 
to find experienced female coaches.

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol who 

has an interest in participating in the 
study of the Bible is welcome to join 
us. This is an active group of folks 
from different churches. Our studies are 
varied, but always Bible-oriented. We 
examine and/or question the study of 
the day, but always keep the discussion 
on topic and from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Peter Filakouridis at (949) 
305-1935.

Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,

(949) 354-1460

Bridge
I hope many of you were able to visit 

the bridge table during the Newcomers 
Event & Community Fair hosted on 
April 30. If you did express interest, we 
hope you have enough information to 
join us at some time in the near future. 
If you were unable to visit at the event, 
and are interested in bridge, send an 
email with the word bridge somewhere 
in the subject line and we will try to get 
you involved.

It would be good to restart our Mon-
day Party Bridge games. Party Bridge 
games continue to happen at various 
venues throughout the week. Duplicate 
Bridge Tuesday is still meeting regular-
ly in the Fiesta Room and will always 
welcome new or returning duplicate 
teams. Tuesday would be a good time 
to check us out in the Fiesta Room. 
Duplicate begins about noon. We wel-
come old friends and newcomers back 
to bridge at CdS. Duplicate Bridge at 
CdS is unsanctioned by the ACBL.

Tim McCoy,
mccoytest@cox.net,

(805) 456-9266

Fortunately, billiards today bears 
no resemblance to those earlier times. 
Enthusiastic women are now equal to 
or even exceed men in ability and take 
the game to new heights.

Those of you who were here in 2019 
will remember the popular demonstra-
tion in the Casta Billiards Room by 
five-time Woman’s World Champion 
billiards player, Robin Dodson. Watch 
for another demonstration later this 
year.

Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,

(949) 367-6671

Canine Companions
Welcome to June, from the Canine 

Companions Club and all of the new 
members.

We are proud. Your club was respon-
sible for a dear lady’s beloved compan-
ion dog of many years, Monty, who had 
to be given up, but was adopted by our 
long time Canine Companion friend, 
Dorothy Arevelos. That was fortunate 
timing for all.

Secondly, along with the good comes 
some sad news. An old friend recently 
lost his dog of 14 years. He was a big 
and active animal and much loved. Due 
to poor health, Fred had to be eutha-
nized. My friend could not endure the 
pain of being with his forever friend 
during the process. He asked if I would 

Casta Creatives
May Museum Tour: Casta Creatives 

and Potocki Art Center students attend-
ed a field trip to see the 50-year history 
of California Watercolor Society ex-
hibit at the Hilbert Museum. The next 
museum tour is in August. 

Open Studio: Join us Wednesdays 
from 3 to 6 p.m. in the Arts and Crafts 

attend and I said certainly, only if he 
wouldn’t, but that it is not fair. I told 
him that the dog wants and needs him. 
Animals know and we should as well.

Reminder that Yappy Hour is at 4 
p.m. on June 18 at the Lawn Bowling 
Pavilion. Be there, with your dog, or be 
square. Please RSVP. Thanks.

Tom and Linda Brockmiller,
lindabrock@cox.net,

(949) 584-8061

Room at Rec Ctr 1. Bring something 
you are working on to share with the 
group, for ideas, a critique, or to get 
some work done in a creative environ-
ment. All mediums are welcome!

Mosaic Techniques Demonstration: 
Wednesday, June 8 from 3:30 to 5 p.m. 
Casta Mosaic Artist, Susan Ashby, will 
demonstrate secrets to success with her 
intricate mosaic process. Learn some-
thing new to incorporate into your own 
creative process.

Art Foundations Classes: June 15 and 
29 from 3:30 to 5 p.m. For lessons in 
basic drawing and painting techniques. 
($10 paid to the instructor.)

Maribeth McFaul,
maribethmcfaul@gmail.com,

(949) 466-8244
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - June 2022 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... M, 6 p.m., F;
 W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 5:45 p.m., H

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                    Finance, V, Z

10 a.m. Welcome, G
 5:30 p.m. Social’s
         Fiesta Tuesday, P1

  6

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                       Luncheon, V

10 a.m. Architectural
                  App Review, F
  7 p.m. Variety Show, V

  7

  1 p.m. Architectural, G

Shuffle League Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super ....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training .................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers ........................W, 2 p.m., G
Tennis  ..............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.;
 M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 12:45 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                    Meeting, V, Z  3 p.m. Variety Show, V

10 a.m. Architectural
                  App Review, F

  6 p.m. Baby Boomers
                               Party, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, G

  5

  6 p.m. Italian American, V

10 a.m. Architectural
                 App Review, F

 25

  4 p.m. Canine
                 Companions, LBP

10:30 a.m. ARMDI Event, V
  4 p.m. Democrats Event, V

 26

 12

 19

 17

  3 p.m. Strummers, V

First Day
of Summer

Note: All meetings are subject to a change of location or being on Zoom.

Father’s Day

June
2022

  9 a.m. Facilities, V, Z
  7 p.m. Annual Meeting,
                           V/Zoom

Recreation Center 1
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

  8   9  11 10

  4

 27

  6 p.m. Military Vets, P1

Recreation Centers 1 & 2:
Open 7 days a week

Sunday - Saturday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., G
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball ..........................F,S, 9 a.m., TC
 M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker Ladies .....................1st W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Rubber Bridge ...................M, 11 a.m.,F
Scrabble ...........................T, 6:30 p.m., L

  3

10 a.m. Architectural
                  App Review, F
10 a.m. Social, G

 28

 10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, V

10 a.m. Library, G
  1 p.m. Board &
                 Greenbelt, V/Z

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                 Workshop, V, Z

  1   2

 30 29

Flag Day

  9 a.m. Greenbelt , G
  3 p.m. Election, G
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The Heritage Garden Open House
Article and photos by Jo Steciuk

I’d like to say that it was a beautiful, 
sunny day but the truth is that it was 

overcast and just on the cool side of 
Spring when the Heritage Garden Club 
hosted its bi-annual Open House of 
“Casta’s Little Gem.” With a start time 
slated at 3 p.m., the Heritage Garden 
by 3:05 was abuzz with bees and but-
terflies and happy people communing 
with nature, each other and, of course, 
the wine and cheese bar. As a matter of 
fact, the line for the wine and cheese bar 
snaked right out of the garden’s gate.

Volunteer Beth McVey greeted me 
with a map of the grounds advising 
there would be a “lead” volunteer to 
answer questions in each of the thirteen 
very different, well-defined garden 
plots, each appropriately named for 
its special flora, like Woodlands and 
Outback. I met Beth’s husband, Mi-
chael, in the Chaparral. Michael is vice 
president and chief designer of these 
plots who most recently added soothing 
music to his Zen Garden, which was 
duly enjoyed by the approximately 
200 human attendees plus a couple of 

canines. In the Butterfly Garden, three 
volunteers who called themselves ap-
propriately, “The Butterfly Ladies,” sat 
behind a table with beautiful, laminated 
pictures of the species.

I spoke with Susan Delozier, presi-
dent of the Heritage Garden Club. She 
shared that this five-acre piece of land, 
considered unusable by the builders 
of Casta del Sol, was adopted by vol-
unteers with a vision. The Shipleys 
and Gratches were given permission 
to clear the land, and later volunteer 
Harriet Behrens added a tool shed. To-
day, this beautiful little Spanish-style 
building sits in a tiled patio-setting 
behind a split-rail fence embraced 
by flowering bougainvillea. A small 
plaque names it The Harriet Behrens 
Rancho. On this day wine, cheese and 
crackers were served at the Rancho by 
garden volunteers, Conn, Don, Shelly, 
Marsha and Donna, whose indefatiga-
ble enthusiasm kept the line moving. 
Asked how she estimated how much 
wine to buy, Shelly said, “I’m a very 
talented shopper.”

Volunteers Lit Up the Day

The Booze Crew: Conn, John 
and Shelly

Volunteers Michael and Beth McVey 

The Butterfly Ladies: Jean, Cora 
and Kathy

Volunteers were everywhere that 
day in their matching shirts and bright 

spirits. To their credit, they’ve made 
this mini–Eden a place where the sun’s 
always shining - even when it isn’t.

The Harriet Behrens Rancho
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Ceramics
Ceramics thoroughly enjoyed the 

Newcomers Welcome event, and we 
welcome the new members who signed 
up that day. Ceramics is growing each 
month. We are a teaching studio and 
try to have one of our members teach 
a new technique each month. This 
month, Claudia taught string art. It is 
amazing what different types of string 
can do to a piece of bisque. We are all 
using our creative juices making new 
pieces. With no special holidays this 
month, we are working on garden art, 
so frogs and turtles abound, and we 
have planters aplenty.

Join in the fun! Join ceramics!
Claudia Neill,

neillcd@att.net,
(909) 331-6911 Cribbage

We play cribbage each Thursday in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until about 8:45 p.m. If you are 
interested in learning to play this old 
English card game, any of our members 
would be willing to teach you on a 
one-to-one basis, or we can do it on a 
Thursday evening - it’s really not that 
complicated. You just need to be able 
to count to 31. If you have ever played 
in the past, the rules will quickly come 
flooding back; just come on down 

Crafts for Charity
This month the Craft Ladies of Casta 

del Sol will be delivering 85 colorful 
bejeweled felt butterfly tray favors for 
Meals on Wheels recipients in Mission 
Viejo to celebrate the warm weather. 
Work is under way on two Fourth of 
July projects: 100 thank you cards 
for deployed members of the military 
supported by the City of Mission Viejo, 

for a few games and a general social 
evening.

There is no signup or commitment, 
and if you want more information, 
contact Susan Herrning.

Susan Herrning,
susanherrning@aol.com,

(949) 630-2565 Health and Fitness
Every year the Health and Fitness 

Club selects new officers. The positions 
available are President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. Our selection/
election process takes place during a 
July meeting and the new officers take 
over their duties immediately. If you 
are interested in participating as an 
officer in the club, please let me know 
via email. I will be happy to send our 
current by-laws to anyone who is inter-
ested, as duties vary by position.

We continue our efforts to update 
and expand the current fitness space. 
Many thanks to club members who 
attend Facilities Committee and Board 
meetings, and to those who send emails 
to show their support for a bigger and 
better space. Hopefully, we will have 
more information in the near future. 

Thanks for your support.
Barbara Notery,

bnotery@sbcglobal.net

Hand and Foot
Let’s play cards! It’s fun and social 

and a great way to meet your Casta 
neighbors. We would like to extend 
an invitation to join us on Wednesdays 
at noon in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2, to play Hand and Foot. We have 
several open tables and would love to 
have you participate. The game is also 
played in the evening on Saturdays 
at 6 p.m. in the Heritage Room and 
Mondays at 6 p.m. in the Fiesta Room.

If you have never played, or it has 
been a while, we would be happy to 
teach you. The game is played with 
four decks of cards and can be played 
with a partner or single player in sets 
of two, three or four.

There is no better time than now, 
as COVID-19 restrictions lifted, and 
we are enjoying getting back into our 
social lives. If you have any questions, 

Italian American
At our April meeting, the attendees 

overwhelmingly voted to have alter-
nating months of bingo with pizza or 
dinners with entertainment. 

 We are having our first dinner and 
entertainment on June 9 at 6 p.m. in the 
Vista Room. The dinner menu will be 
Chicken Fettuccini Alfredo, broccoli, 
spinach salad with strawberries, ba-
guette and butter, and for dessert Key 
Lime Pie. BYOB. Coffee and water 
will be available. We will have great 
entertainment for your enjoyment. 
The cost is $25 per person. Sign up 
at Rec Ctr 1 starting May 15. Hope to 
see members and guests for a lovely 
evening.

Lucille Naves,
neilnaves@cox.net,

(949) 600-5887

Democrats
The pizza party on May 15 for the 

Democrats was a fun idea to bring our 
members together. Our April meeting 
was also well attended. Our last meet-
ing before the summer break will be 
on June 19. We hope you will join us 
before we see you in September. When 
we resume our meetings, they will be 
on the third Sunday at 4 p.m. in the 
Vista Room (unless it is booked for 
another event).

This is a reminder for everyone to 
vote in the June 7 election. Discussions 
of candidates were held during our 
meetings and a flyer was sent to those 
on our email list. If you didn’t receive 
it, please contact one of us.

The social aspect during our Dem-
ocrat meetings is important, so please 
bring food and/or drinks to share for 
the June meeting.

If you have not received member 
emails and would like to add your name 
to the list, please email marialucgom@
gmail.com.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

please don’t hesitate to contact me, or 
just stop by and we will include you.

Joy Statler,
aerja70@gmail.com,

(714) 263-6971

and 85 tray favors for Meals on Wheels. 
We are always looking for new craft 
ideas and new recipients.

Join the fun. We meet the first and 
third Wednesday of each month from 
10 a.m. until noon at Rec Ctr 2 in the 
Heritage Room. Club meetings will 
be on June 1 and June 15. Thanks 
to our neighbors and friends who so 
lovingly pass on their craft supplies to 
us. We have no club membership fee, 
but do rely on donations to help cover 
expenses.

For details, call Marlene Kazan at 
(949) 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com,

(310) 480-9093

Las Damas
Las Damas Club is celebrating its 

season finale with the May and June 
luncheons. The recent May 11 lun-
cheon celebrated Cinco de Mayo. Our 
final meeting of the current season on 
June 8 features a summer barbecue 
luncheon and entertainment.
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Las Damas
Continued from page 16

Continued on page 18

Military Veterans
 Sign up now through June 21 for the 

Western Hoedown happening on June 
27 at 6 p.m. in the pool area. There 
will be a square dance demonstration 
and professional caller encouraging 
audience participation. Western style 
BBQ and drinks – of course. Event 
particulars were included in the email 
flyer sent to members and are on the 

Tickets for the June 8 luncheon meet-
ing are on sale until June 5 at Rec Ctr 
1, at the price of $25 for members and 
$30 for non-members, payable to Las 
Damas Club. The menu will include 
Baby Back Ribs, Potato Salad, Cole 
Slaw, Texas Toast, and Strawberry 
Short Cake for dessert. Entertainment 
will be provided by our very own Bob, 
the Entertainer! Be prepared for a rol-
licking good time.

See the August Courier for infor-
mation regarding September signups, 
when Las Damas Club resumes. Happy 
Summer to all!

Pat Crowley,
Patc624@yahoo.com,

(949) 305-0582

Rec Ctr 1 sandwich boards.

The next regular club meeting will be 
held on July 25 in the Garden Room at 
1830 hrs. Join in the camaraderie with 
fellow military veterans.

If you are a Veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact 
me for a friendly chat.

Kip Isbell,
kipisbell@live.com,

(949) 922-2530

Pinochle
Attention pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. We played part-
ners once in the month. Wayne Block 
and Dawn Hibbs had high score with 
7,010.

In April, Cathie Joy had high game 
(three hands) of 1,300 and Dawn Hibbs 
and Jane Knesel tied for second place 
with 1,170. The high series was won 
by Nancy Money with a total of 3,860 
points and Jane Knesel was second 
with 3,790. There were five double 
pinochles reported for the month. Con-
gratulations to our winners.

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our singles group. We have no mem-
bership dues. In June, we will be doing 
a dinner potluck on Thursday, June 30, 
at 5:30 p.m. in the Fiesta Room at Rec 
Ctr 1. Stay tuned and check your email 
around the beginning of June for more 
information.

To join the group and get on our email 
list, or for more information, please 
contact Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744

Republicans
Hello, Casta del Sol Republican Club 

members. Thanks for your understand-
ing with the change of date for the event 
on May 1 that was switched to May 14. 
I hope you were all able to attend.

Remember to vote in the June Prima-
ry on June 7. If rides are needed to get 
to the polls, please let me know.

We are planning a movie event later 
in the spring or early summer. More 
details will be sent out as soon as I have 
secured a date and venue. As always, 
there will be no charge for the festiv-
ities, if you have paid your dues. The 
important thing is to stay active.

We are always open to suggestions 
for the good of our group. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me with any of 
your thoughts or ideas.

Karen Warren,
mjgdbw4@gmail.com,

(949) 716-6830

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
at (949) 916-5387.

Nancy Money,
cnmoney@aol.com,

(949) 457-9066

Variety
It is not too late to get tickets for 

the Casta del Sol Variety Club’s next 
show, Not Dead Yet, The Musical. It 
is taking place on Friday, June 10 at 
7 p.m. and Sunday, June 12 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are sold at the Rec Ctr 1 office 
for $15. Refreshments will be served 
at intermission.

We have a great cast of about 20 
performers working hard to make the 
show lots of fun with singing, dancing, 
acting, and recognizable stars. We 
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Variety
Continued from page 17

also have dedicated crew members for 
backstage and front of the house.

Thank you to those who stopped by 
our table at the Newcomers Welcome 
and Community Fair. We are always 
happy to meet our supporters and in-
clude new members.

The Variety Club is a group of per-
formers and assistants who enjoy being 
together. If you are interested in per-
forming or helping out, please contact 
Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Vegetable Garden
The Vegetable Garden Club had an-

other successful clean-up day in May. 
A big thank you to all who showed 
up to help. Our next gathering will be 
June 11 in the garden, where members 
can mingle and enjoy snacks and bev-
erages. Our dinner party/annual club 
membership meeting is scheduled for 
September 24 in the Vista Room. At 
the time of this writing, the theme and 
menu are still being discussed.

The waiting list for a garden contin-
ues to grow, so we are trying to come 
up with solutions, such as looking 
into whether expansion is possible. 
As we follow the state guidelines to 
reduce water usage, our gardens are 
still flourishing.

Until next time, Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin,

jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,
(714) 969-9666

Water Exercise
Now we are having beautiful days, 

if the June gloom stays away. But the 
weather doesn’t matter, since the pool 
is glorious at this time of the year. Ev-
ery weekday morning we meet at 9 a.m. 
in Pool 1 for Water Exercise. Doctors 
will tell you that exercising in the pool 
is so much easier on your knees and 
hips and helps keep you mobile too. 
Actually, we not only exercise but have 
a lot of fun at the same time. Socializ-
ing is a good way to keep active too! 
Sign up in the office. It is a bargain for 
only $5 per year.

See you at the pool!
Nan Rednall,

nrednall@sbcglobal.net,
(949) 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members are 

busy with a few residents’ repair re-
quests, as well as planning field trips 
in the local So Cal area. One of the 
field trips will be a visit to the Sam 
Maloof Museum located in Alta Loma. 
Sam Maloof was a woodworker who 
specialized in furniture design, furni-
ture construction, and wood finishing. 
Another field trip will be to attend a 
meeting of the Orange County Wood-
workers Association. Woodworking 
skills, such as turning bowls using a 
wood lathe, are demonstrated at each 
meeting.

Our weekly meeting and planning 
location is in the Rec Ctr 1 Arts and 
Crafts Room, next door to the Fitness 
Center each Monday from noon to 2 
p.m. Visit us at our meeting, if you 
have any requests or questions about 
our activities.

Steve Vallely,
(714) 595-5766

Away Golf
Our tournament this month will be 

held on Tuesday, June 14 at Dos Lagos 
Golf Course in Corona. We are having 

Bocce Ball
As of Wednesday, June 1, we will 

change to our summer hours. They 
will be from 7 to 8 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday nights. On the 
second and fourth Fridays, we will play 
only one game of Bocce at 6:30 p.m. in 
order to start cards at 7 p.m.

Attendance at both our monthly 
meetings and card nights has declined 
over the last couple of months. If at all 
possible, please attend our meetings 
along with playing Bocce.

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 
June 5 at 7 p.m. in the Fiesta Room. 
Following a short business meeting, we 
will be playing Bingo. There will be no 
meeting in July, but mark your calendar 
for our combined Bocce/Shuffleboard 
Hawaiian Luau Bingo Party which will 
be on Monday, August 1 at 6 p.m. in 
the Vista Room.

Carol Zinsmeister,
(949) 305-9890

an 8 a.m. shotgun start. Cost for golf 
with cart, lunch (hot dog, chips, and 
fountain drink) and prizes is $65. 
Signups will be available at Rec Ctr 1 
through June 3.

Our next tournament is scheduled for 
September 13 at St. Mark Golf Course 
in San Marcos. Mark your calendar; 
you don’t want to miss out on an op-
portunity to play this beautiful and fun 
course. We look forward to seeing you 
all there.

Joyce Parlin,
(949) 588-0337

Bowling
Our 2021-2022 bowling league 

came to an end on April 21. There 
was a very close race. Team 5, NR5 is 
Alive, with Joanne Glassbrook, Donna 
Miller, Don Warhurst, and Jan Phifer 
won first place by one-half point over 
Team 2, Brian’s Girls, with Kathie 
Mutch, Rosalie Molloy, Cliff Miller, 
and Brian Molloy.

After bowling sweep on April 28, 
everyone enjoyed a pizza party at the 
bowling lanes followed by the presen-
tation of awards.

During the league season everyone 
had fun with new and old friends. 
During the summer the officers of the 
club, along with the bowling lanes, 
will be making plans for the 2022-2023 
season which will tentatively begin on 
September 15.

Van Quinn,
(949) 842-9151

Fishing
Well, if you hadn’t joined our club 

yet, you had an excellent opportunity 
to do so at the April 30 Homeowners 
Association Community Fair. Jim 
Slawson, Secretary, hosted our table. A 
lot of you did stop by to see our display 
of equipment, fishing photos, flyers, 
and signup sheets. In fact, three new 
individuals did indicate an active in-
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Golf Chippers
Winners at our May event included 

Jan McMains, Patti Gladysz, Nancy 
Hulse, John Wallin, Jerry Castro, and 
Ken Osborn.

Mark your calendars and don’t miss 
the next Golf Chippers event on Satur-
day, August 6 from 9 to 11 a.m. Come 
to the golf practice area at Rec Ctr 2. 
Bring a golf club for chipping or let us 
provide one for you to keep. The event 
charge is only $5. Cash and raffle prizes 
will be awarded. Most raffle prizes are 
donated by players; you are invited 
to bring something that someone else 
might like to take home. Your art de-
sign for a new, landscaped golf hole 
would be most welcome.

We accept donations of golf clubs 
that are no longer in use. Practice balls 
are available 24/7 at no charge. A new 
shed and a new golf practice cage will 
be built this summer.

Bob Hrad,
(949) 290-0366

Lawn Bowling
Now that our annual Homeowners 

Association Community Fair is com-
plete, I hope a lot of you came by 
our table to scope out what the Lawn 
Bowling Club has to offer. If you did, 
you would have met our president, 
Roman Swystun. Last month many of 
you followed up on the offer of free 
lawn bowling lessons offered by Dick 
Hendersen, a former president himself. 
He will be available for lesson sched-
uling this month; contact him at (949) 
697-5524. Arrangements will be at the 
convenience of both parties and loaner 
bowls will be furnished. If you enjoy 
the lessons, which I am betting you 
will, we can sign you up and get you 
going with a lot of understanding help 
from all of our friendly club members. 

Men’s Golf
In June, our Men’s Golf Club starts 

its annual search for our Club Cham-
pion. During the months of June, July, 
and August, all members are eligible 
to play one championship round. We 
will subdivide our members into four 
flights based on their June 1 handicap. 
Their net score for their three rounds 
will be totaled and we will find our four 
flight winners. In September, the four 
flight winners will have a play-off to 
determine our 2022 Club Champion.

Our games in June will be: June 1 
– Individual Low Net; June 8 – Blind 
Nine Holes; June 15 – Odd/Even Two-
some; June 22 – Twosome Best Ball; 
and June 29 – Team Scramble. Look for 
information in our July report about our 
July Summer Tournament and Dinner.

If you would like to join our Senior 
Men’s Golf Club, please contact our 
Membership Chairman, Bill Riethmei-
er at (949) 770-7022 or billgolf44@
cox.net.

Bill Burfeind,
(949) 305-4260

terest and were reminded in early May 
of upcoming events hosted not only 
by our Casta del Sol club but also by 
the Laguna Woods Rod and Gun Club. 
As discussed in the past, our two clubs 
jointly participate in bi-weekly fishing 
charters on the Dana Wharf 65-foot 
boat, the Sum Fun. Those of you who 
picked up flyers from the two clubs can 
call either of our two contact persons 
for additional up-to-date information.

Nick Morenc, President,
(949) 588-6223

Jim Slawson, Secretary,
(925) 813-1848

Fishing
Continued from page 18

It’s an easy learning process we all 
suffered through together.

Roman Swystun,
(818) 669-997

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club Cinco de 

Mayo Tournament took place on Sat-
urday, May 7 with a full slate of play-
ers and everyone having a great time 
enjoying Mexican food and margaritas. 
Our next events are the Pizza Olympics 
on August 13, and the Progressive Din-
ner for club members on September 9. 
We will have additional paddle tennis 
tournaments in September and Novem-
ber. Save the date for the combined 
Paddle Tennis/Pickleball Holiday Party 
taking place on December 3.

We welcome new members for drop-
in open club play every day at 9 a.m. 
All other times require signups on the 
whiteboard by the courts.

Please join us for the monthly paddle 
tennis clinics on the third Wednesday 
of every month at 4 p.m. This is a great 
time to learn the game and/or improve 
your skills. The next clinic dates are 
June 15 and July 20.

Debra Friedman,
(949) 230-7195

debrafriedman0@gmail.com

Shuffleboard
Sunday Super Shuffle meets on the 

second Sunday of the month. Winners 
for the month of April were first place 
Stan Krauson and Laura Storrie, sec-
ond place Nick Spanovich and Brigid 
Johnson, and third place Bob Adams 
and Judy Paskey. Social Super Sunday 
meets on the fourth Sunday. Winners 
were first place Val and Paul Stover, 
second place Bob Caywood and Debra 

Pickleball
The monthly Pickleball Clinic will 

be held on Wednesday, June 8 from 
3 to 4 p.m. On July 6, members may 
participate in a skills event to see how 
well they can dink, lob, etc.

 If you want to watch or try Pickle-
ball, our regular club open play times 
are Monday and Wednesday from 4 to 
6 p.m., and Friday and Sunday from 8 
to 11 a.m. If you would like to join the 
Pickleball Club, the $10 dues should 
be paid at Rec Ctr 1. Paid members are 
updated about Pickleball events each 
week by email.

Individual play times can be reserved 
using the dwellingLIVE website. When 
you play, please move the nets careful-
ly, with two people.

For more information about Cas-
ta del Sol Pickleball, go to https://
www.facebook.com/CdS-Pickle-
ball-Club-108071671799156, or if you 
have a Facebook account, search for 
CdS Pickleball Club. If you have ques-
tions about pickleball, please contact 
Metty Thomason at (714) 325-3526, or 
Donna Guild at (949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild,
(949) 446-0005

Tennis
The recent Casta del Sol Newcomers 

Fair was a wonderful event at which 
many new and current residents were 
introduced to the varied activities of 
the Tennis Club. Included in these 
many activities will be the evening 
poolside party on July 31 featuring 
delectable food and music by Ortega 
Highway. Details and signups will be 
at Rec Ctr 1 as the date approaches.

The first tennis tournament of the 
year was held on April 15 with spirited 
play and great camaraderie. The next 
tournaments will be an evening event 
on June 25 and a morning event on 
October 1.

On the courts, we will be continuing 
our Wednesday and Saturday morning 
and Thursday evening (6:30 – 8 p.m.) 
round-robin events, as well as our ev-
er-popular ball machine and in-house 
instructor sessions on Monday morn-
ings. Newcomers are always welcome.

Roger Gyger,
(630) 430-9045

Friedman, and third place Mo Cay-
wood and Cathy Pilliod. Signups for 
both of these events are posted in the 
Pavilion.

League play has ended for the sum-
mer, but we are still gathering on 
Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m. and 
Wednesday nights for practice. Friday 
morning instruction and practice is 
at 10 a.m. Information is posted and 
signups are available for all of these 
events and everyone is always wel-
come. Plan to come.

Mary Lou Oster,
(949) 855-3890
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What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

June HappeningsPageant of the Masters

Debra Friedman

On the Road Again

Call (949) 470-3062 for informa-
tion on, or to sign up for, the pro-
grams below.

A Matter of Balance is designed to 
reduce the fear of falling and increase 
activity levels among older adults. 
Wednesdays, June 1 through July 27, 
9 to 11 a.m. Course #99135. Free.

Longevity Stick is an easy stretching 
routine using slow and deep breathing. 
Bring a stick and join us. Your stick 
should be 1-inch diameter equal in 
length to your height with rubber on at 
least one end. Mondays and Wednes-
days, July 6 through December 8, 8:30 
to 9:30 a.m. Course #96419. Free.

Yoga on a Chair for Every-BODY! 
Enjoy easy-to-follow instruction of 
movement aimed at nurturing the phys-
ical body and quieting the mind. Learn 
breathing and meditation methods and 
stretching and strengthening yoga pos-
es while comfortably seated. Fridays, 
June 3 and 10, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Instructor: Dara Linson, Course 
#93615. $20 or $12 daily drop-in fee.

Understanding Health & Wellness 

as We Age. Understand how the five 
senses change as you age. Learn about 
early detection, medical screening and 
genetic testing. Review bone health, 
fall prevention and healthy sleeping 
habits. Thursday, June 2, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Course #97047. Free.

Living the Life We Want as We 
Age. Live a lifestyle of leisure and fun. 
Tuesday, July 12, 10 to 11 a.m. Course 
#97049. Free.

Bridging the Digital Divide. Learn 
about technology to help make life eas-
ier including mobility, hearing/speech 
and rehab. Thursday, August 4, 10 to 
11 a.m. Course #97053. Stacy Podres, 
Senior Specialist Group. Free.

Transportation Dial-A-Taxi is for 
Mission Viejo residents 60 and old-
er. The program provides sedan and 
wheelchair-accessible vans 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, to select 
locations in Mission Viejo, Laguna 
Hills, Lake Forest, Laguna Woods and 
Rancho Santa Margarita. General cost 
is $5 per one-way trip, but trips to many 
city-owned facilities are free.

Go Paperless!  I f  you would 
like to receive The Murray Memo 
by  ema i l  e ach  mon th ,  ema i l  
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line. Or you may call The Murray Cen-
ter at (949) 470-3062 for help.

Texas Sheet Cake
2 sticks butter

1 cup water

5 Tbsp. cocoa

2 cups flour

2 cups sugar

½ tsp. salt

2 eggs

½ cup sour cream

1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. vanilla

Icing:
1 stick butter

4 Tbsp. cocoa

1/3 cup milk

1 box powdered sugar

1 tsp. vanilla

1 cup chopped pecans

Bring to a boil: butter, water and 
cocoa. Remove from heat. While still 
hot, stir in flour, sugar and salt. Mix 
well and add eggs, sour cream and bak-
ing soda. Beat well. Pour into lightly 
greased jelly roll sheet pan. Bake at 350 
degrees for 20-25 minutes.

Icing: Bring to boil butter, cocoa and 
milk. Remove from stove and while 
still hot, add nuts, powdered sugar 
and vanilla. Beat a few minutes and 
ice while both are still warm. Cut in 
squares.

This is a new column, following the 
retirement of Liz Rickett’s wonderful 
Day Tripping. I am a tourist at heart. 
When friends and family would go on 
vacation to relax, my objective was to 
see every tourist attraction possible. 
Since I’ve been in Southern California, 
I’ve attempted to see as many attrac-
tions as possible and savor the tour 
companies’ bus trips for new excur-
sions. My favorite destinations include 
art museums, animal-oriented parks, 
nature/botanical gardens, and vintage 
cars. But nothing is off the table.

My first recommendation is Pageant 
of the Masters, which takes place 
throughout July and August. This is 
a must see for me and I attend nearly 
every year. In 2022, the Pageant is 
celebrating its 90th year and the theme 
is Wonderful World.

First timers to the Pageant are in-
variably astounded. Accompanied 

by an announcer and orchestra, life-
sized paintings and sculptures appear 
sequentially on the stage. Spoiler 
alert for those who have never been 
– real people inhabit these paintings, 
sculptures, and tableaux. After several 
paintings are presented, there is a de-
construction so that the audience can 
see how lighting, costuming, makeup, 
and art can recreate famous paintings. 
In addition to the artwork on stage, and 
at various points around the bowl, there 
are a variety of live performances such 
as singing, dancing, and more. As the 
website touts, “Prepare to be amazed 
by the Pageant’s intoxicating blend of 
original music, storytelling, and stage 
illusions.”

I suggest arriving early to explore the 
Festival of the Arts show that includes 
relatively high-end art work in the 
genres of painting, ceramics, jewelry, 
sculpture, photography, and mixed 
media. Several years ago, the housing 
structure was redesigned to look more 
modern and allow for an easier flow. To 
make an afternoon of it, you can view 
the incredible artwork, listen to live 
music, and dine on food provided at the 
festival (or bring your own). Then head 
to the nightly Pageant which begins 
at 8:30 p.m., and subsequently arrive 
home late feeling inspired and satiated.

New to SoCal, too busy 
to explore, or perhaps 
time to revisit? Debra 
offers suggestions.
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Ingenuity Reigns in Casta
By Liz Rickett, photos by Fred Lake

Nightcrawler Paddle Tennis Club 
members Dennis Serrano and Bob Ad-
ams are not just talented paddle tennis 
players, they are also problem solvers. 

Dennis noticed that balls used for 
play were being kept in an old picnic 
cooler. As a result, they were often 
wet and difficult to use. One day while 
walking through a home improvement 
store, he saw a plumber’s tube. He 
took it home, sawed the ends to a size 
he thought appropriate, added some 
fittings and attached it to the fence. 
Voila, a ball dispenser that keeps balls 
safe and dry before use.

Bob saw that the Woodworkers had 
made a rack for the pickle ball players 
to use to store their paddles, while 
waiting to rotate in to play. One night 
eight players were waiting to rotate in 
to play. Their paddles, placed on a seat, 
were slipping, falling and generally 
making a mess. He thought paddle 
tennis players could use a similar rack. 
A quick trip to the home improvement 
store, some time in his garage, and 
voila, a rack for players to use ensur-
ing smooth rotations and no dropped 
paddles.

Dennis with the ball dispenser he 
made

Bob with the paddle rack he made

A Good Read:
How the Penguins Saved Veronica
Book Review by Liz Rickett

Veronica McCreedy is 85 years old. 
Life has not been kind to her. She has 
no family, nor any friends. What she 
does have is money, lots of it.

One day she sees a television docu-
mentary about penguins being studied 
in Antarctica. She tells the scientists 
she is coming to visit their station. They 

don’t want her. She goes anyhow.

This charming book details how this 
visit changes many lives, including 
Veronica’s and the grandson she never 
knew she had.

This large-print book is available in 
the Casta del Sol Library.
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New Support Group

Positive Pandemic Outcomes
By Debra Friedman

Artist in Residence: Susan Ashby
By Debra Friedman, photo by Jeff McCoy

Be prepared to be amazed when 
you enter the front office and see the 
stunning mosaic peacock and other 
amazing work of artist, Susan Ashby. 
Susan is the latest Casta del Sol artist 
in residence, from April to June 2022.

Susan recently moved into Casta del 
Sol, thereby adding another talented 
artist to our midst. While Susan has 
tried her hand at painting and drawing, 
she found her niche in doing mosaics 
and collages. When Susan retired from 
work as a Corporate Trainer in North-
ern California, she began dabbling in 
art. She was inspired by her classes at 
the Mosaic Art Institute.

Susan has always been a lover of 
art, visiting Orange County to see her 
artist son and attend the Laguna Beach 
festivals. As a youngster, Susan used 
to make jewelry, ornaments, and kids’ 
craft projects.

The mosaics that Susan fashions are 
a finely tuned skill that she has mas-
tered over the past eight years. Each 
creation takes one to two months to 
complete. She uses particle board as a 
background, traces the design on the 

board based on a photograph, and then 
painstakingly cuts the Italian glass, 
called smalti, with a wheeled smalti cut-
ter. Because this style of mosaics is not 
grouted, each piece must fit precisely. 
Her love of animals shines through in 
the bald eagles, zebras, flamingos and 
other species she has modeled.

Susan donated one of her animal mo-
saics to an animal rescue site, displayed 
her work at art shows in Northern Cali-
fornia, and sells other pieces primarily 
from her website.

Having lived in Casta del Sol since 
June 2021, she is just starting to explore 
our community. She loves to swim 
and garden, and would like to become 
involved in committees and clubs. She 
also loves to travel, which she had pre-
viously done frequently. Another very 
interesting hobby is that she’s an eclipse 
chaser. She follows total eclipses of the 
sun and, since the first one in Thailand 
in 1995, she has seen ten.

We are fortunate Susan Ashby is 
sharing her talents and interests with 
our community.

Susan showing both her mosaics and collages

Yakity Yak Group on Pacheco, photo by Larry Kromling

There are relatively few positive 
outcomes of the pandemic, but one 
of them is enhanced connections. 
Casta del Sol residents were feeling 
isolated and frustrated by the lack of 
open amenities. When many activities 
were cancelled starting in the spring of 
2020, some new methods of gathering 
cropped up. There were numerous 
block party groupings and happy hours. 
With friends sitting six feet apart out-
doors, the susceptibility to COVID-19 
was reduced.

Carol Zinsmeister began meeting 
weekly with her eight Pacheco cul-
de-sac neighbors, calling themselves 
the Yakity Yaks. They started gath-
ering twice a week. As restrictions 
lifted and activities renewed, the 
group transitioned to once a week. In 
the early months, they learned about 
each other’s backgrounds and careers. 
Then it was on to funny anecdotes and 
covering just about every topic except 
politics and religion.

The weekly Ribalta Park group in-
cluded about 15 friends, mostly from 
Mah Jongg Mavens, social shuffle-
board, and card making. Each week 
friends sat beneath the beautiful tree 
sharing weekly events. After about 
one and a half years of this pattern, the 
weekly visit was no longer essential, 
since we saw each other at various 

reopened activities. So, we transitioned 
to a monthly Lunch Bunch.

A weekly Friday Casta Cuties lunch 
group of ten friends transitioned to 
occasionally going to restaurants. The 
four dogs attending this lunch on the 
lawn gathering became close buddies, 
while the designated dog whisperer fed 
them treats.

Music is also a tool for developing 
friendships. Seven members of the 
Strummers group began playing music 
outdoors, calling themselves Back-
yard Buddies. As restrictions eased 
and the weather cooled, they often 
played indoors. But more than just 
playing together, the group evolved 
into forming close friendships beyond 
music. Roy Sutherland, an entertainer 
with a smooth deep voice and lots of 
personality, began entertaining on the 
greenbelt. He offered an opportunity 
for those with little outside entertain-
ment a chance to listen to music. He 
continued this offering even during 
better days, changing from biweekly 
to monthly gatherings. His generosity 
lifted the spirits of those in our darkest 
times.

Whether it involves listening to 
music, drinking wine, or just chatting, 
many Casta friendships deepened 
during this tenuous time in our lives.

A support group has launched for 
anyone who is facing health challenges 
or wants to support others facing sim-
ilar experiences. It is an often lonely 
and confusing journey when experi-
encing new or ongoing health issues. 
This group is created to give support 
neighbor to neighbor.

Whether you have a new diagno-
sis, are preparing or recovering from 

surgery, working as a caregiver, or 
are having ongoing challenges, or if 
you have gone through any of these 
and would like to walk with others, 
this is a place to share experiences, 
resources, and encouragement. Please 
contact Kathy Wu at KathyWu.mv@
gmail.com.
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The Beauty of Casta

Photo by Jeff McCoy

Photo by April Wilsey

Photo by Kip Isbell
Photo by April Wilsey

Photo by Donna Guild
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More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
What’s the difference between a poorly dressed man on a unicycle and a 
well-dressed man on a bicycle? Attire.

Q. What lies at the bottom of the ocean and twitches?  A. A nervous wreck.

Q: What do you call an everyday potato?  A: A commentator.

I’m only friends with 25 letters of the alphabet. I don’t know Y.

I suffer from kleptomania, but when it gets really bad, I take something for it.

Q: Why do hamburgers go to the gym?  A: To get better buns.

Q:  Did you hear the one about the greedy peanut butter?  A: I’m not telling 
you. You might spread it.

Q:  Why does a chicken coop have two doors?  A: If it had four, it would be 
a chicken sedan.

Attention all Car Enthusiasts
Do you have a classic car or collector car?

Please join us to display your treasure at the Casta del Sol Automobile 
Showcase on Sunday, September 11.

If you are interested, please contact John Sellers: cell (949) 382-5438, home 
(949) 454-9670 or jsellers26641@gmail.com.

Space will be limited.

Recently Remodeled Residences
Marsha and Phil Naideth’s Bathroom Remodel
By Debra Friedman, photos by Jeff McCoy

Marsha and Phil Naideth profess 
to being HGTV junkies, and analyze 
trends in home remodeling and décor. 
The style of Marsha and Phil’s Pebble 
Beach with loft model, is elegant with 
touches of both contemporary and Eu-
ropean décor. While there are unique 
elements in their kitchen including 
a window seat and a lollipop-shaped 

island, their bathrooms were most ex-
ceptional and noteworthy.

A small downstairs bathroom off the 
hallway, was converted to an old-world 
style powder room. It gave the warm 
impression of stepping into Tuscany, 
with jewel-toned wallpaper, floating 
shelves, a beautiful furniture style 
vanity, and an exceptional storage 

cabinet reminiscent of an old library 
file cabinet. Both furniture pieces were 
so diverse from those typically incor-
porated into modern bathrooms.

The most outstanding feature in the 
master ensuite bathroom was the huge 
shower. Two walls of the shower 
are Terrazo style mosaics, while the 

Powder Room in Tuscan Style

Terrazo and herringbone styles of tile in shower

third wall and the shower 
pan are herringbone pat-
terned marble-like tile.

Marsha and Phil have 
lived in Casta del Sol 
about two years. They 
moved from Laguna 
Woods where they had 
a condo for seven years. 
In Casta, they found a 
detached house with a 
two-car garage that is 
about 250 feet larger. 
They were able to ac-
quire more house for the 
money and are thrilled to 
live in this closely-knit 
community.

The simultaneous re-
model of the various 
rooms was assisted by 
a designer for décor and 
furniture choices. Most 
of their furniture is new 
for their Casta home, and 
they are pleased with the 
result.

If you have a room in your house 
that has been remodeled within the 
past three years and you would like to 
feature it in a Courier article, please 
contact me at debrafriedman0@gmail.
com.
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Recently Remodeled Residences

Lora Fratt moved into Casta del Sol 
in 2020, after having received a tip by a 
friend who knew of a home that would 
soon be placed on the market. Lora had 
lived in Canyon Crest for 10 years and 
in Ladera Ranch for five years. She was 
looking to reside in a senior community 

Lora Fratt’s Kitchen Remodel, Light and Bright
By Debra Friedman, photo by Jeff McCoy

to experience the social events and 
clubs offered.

Her Rosa model home had already 
received an extensive remodel from 
the previous resident of four years. The 
most stunning and unique feature is the 
size and style of the skylights above 

View of large skylight and new counters with backsplash

the kitchen. A cross-hatch pattern of 
wood beams from the ceiling to the 
roof lends a modern space-age effect 
to the skylight feature. To make the 
kitchen and living area even lighter, 
Lora removed the shutters and installed 
remote controlled roll-up shades.

As with other Rosa plans that have 
been remodeled, the wall between the 
kitchen and living room was removed. 
However, Lora likes the definition of 
the small wall between the hallway and 
kitchen to better define the spaces.

 Lora found some other areas need-
ing remodels in the bedrooms and 
bathrooms. But with the kitchen a 
focus of many homes, Lora wanted the 
optimum countertops and backsplash 
to meet her aesthetic style. She was 
unhappy with the busy pattern of the 
granite from the prior resident. Now, 
the peninsula and other kitchen coun-
tertops are natural Quartzite in a subtle 
beige tone. The countertops extending 
up the walls as a backsplash, provide 
an elegant appearance.

More puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
Someone sent ten different puns to friends, with the hope that at least one of 
the puns would make them laugh. No pun in ten did.

“How is your long-distance relationship going?” – “So far, so good.”

Q: What do you get from a pampered cow?  A: Spoiled milk.

Why did the girl quit her job at the donut factory? – She was fed up with 
the hole business.

Q.  How much room should you give fungi to grow?  A. As mushroom as 
possible.

I once ate a watch. It was time consuming.

Q:  What do you do when life gives you melons?  A: See a doctor, because 
you’re probably dyslexic.
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Courier Volunteers
Calling All Stuffers!

We will meet on Thursday, June 30 at 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room to 
prepare the Courier for delivery. Please contact Kip Isbell at kipisbell@live.
com if you are interested in helping.

Agmon, Donna
Blumenthal, Rich
Brickman, Ree
Carr, Kathie
Carr, Mike
Chenarides, Arline
Corbin, John
Crowley, Mary Kay
Del Sol, Teresita
Freed, Jayne
Harris, Barbara
Horner, Judy
Isbell, Elaine

Isbell, Kip
Jankowski, Jerry
Jankowski, Nancy
Jordan, Eliana
Kohls, Daphne
Lake, Fred
Lethiot, Shelly
Loranger, Ann
McCoy, Cathy
McCoy, Jeff
McKeon, Beverley
McKeon, Susan
Nieswonger, John

Nohe, Linda
Paskey, Judy
Reafsnyder, Eleanor
Sakamoto, Ann
Schinas, Kathy
Smith, Randy
Solem, Marlene
Stoddard, Don
Swain, Linda
Thompson, Randy
Vanderslice, Eric
Walters, Linda
Wolff, Lani

Happy Hour at El Torito
Restaurant Review by Liz Rickett

We like to go out in the evening to 
eat. We love to eat Mexican food. We 
don’t like feeling stuffed, as one can 
after indulging in dinner in a Mexican 
restaurant. Enter Happy Hour at El 
Torito.

Happy Hour starts at 3 p.m. and 
generally ends at 6 p.m. We had street 

corn, mini tacos (4) and loaded tosta-
das (6). Everything was delicious. The 
service was great. The portions ample 
enough that we brought two tostadas 
home.

The El Torito is located at 24301 
Avenida de La Carlota, Laguna Hills. 
Telephone (949) 951-9137.

Do you have a restaurant review to 
share? Please submit to Fran Morgan 
at fmorgan17@cox.net.
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


