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- Casta Turns 50 Casta del Sol Pioneers
By Bob Destino

W

alter and Helen Jones were the
very first family to move into
the brand-new community of Casta
del Sol. They purchased a Guadalupe
model in 1972. They were attracted to
Casta by such features as its superb
views of hillsides and mountains, its
full-time security service, and the
numerous recreational facilities. They
received a very special welcome from
the Mission Viejo Company, Casta’s
developer: a champagne dinner at the
Mission Viejo Inn.
Jack Kirkeby also moved into Casta
during that first year and he’s still enjoying living here fifty years later! He
didn’t intend to buy a home when he

visited the sales office; he was there to
sell restroom fixtures to the developer.
Instead, he ended up buying a house.
There were only about 200 homes
when Jack moved in, and the trees were
only six feet tall. He now describes
Casta as “an urban forest that rivals the
estates of Europe.”
Ken and Becky Hutchison are another long-time Casta family. When they
moved in during 1978 there were no
Gates 2 or 3 and no Rec Ctr 2. They
have watched Casta grow and have
actively participated in the community during their forty-four years living
here. Both Becky and Ken served on

Excerpted from historical documents, compiled by Debra Friedman

B

etween April 1964 and
August 1965, the Mission
Viejo Company, a subsidiary
of Philipp Morris, acquired approximately 1,000 acres of land
that had originally been part of
Rancho el Trabuco and Mission
Viejo Ranch, owned by the
Estate of James O’Neill. Subsequently, additional acreage
was added. The Mission Viejo
Company developed a planned
community with residential and
recreational areas known as the
California Promise.
Part of that community was
the dedication of 484+ acres
to create a private unit devel-

By Bill Burfeind, Election Committee Chairman; photo by Fred Lake

Back row (l-r): Joe Hachadoorian, Marci Smith (President),
Lori Gilbertson
Front row (l-r): David Shostak (Vice President), Linda Silverman
(Secretary), Karen Warren (Treasurer), Matt Loftus

T

o hold our Annual Election, we must reach a quorum of at least 964
ballots received from our 1927 homeowners. As of the “Close of BalContinued on page 7

As Advertised in 1972, Casta del Sol
to be Community’s Newest Concept in
Adult Living
(January 1972 Mission Viejo Reporter)

M

Casta del Sol Rec Ctr front
opment called Casta del Sol
Homeowners Association. It
was established by the filing
of the CC&Rs, Articles of
Incorporation, and Bylaws
with Orange County in August 1972.
According to an LA Times
article of July 23, 1972, Casta
del Sol was a $15 million
adult community, designed
for people over 45 with no

1973 St. Patrick’s Day Float

2022 Election – 50th Annual
Homeowners Meeting – New
Board of Directors

Continued on page 6
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arking its seventh year since initial development, Mission Viejo,
America’s most successful new town,
will once again add another facet to the
community with the addition of a new
neighborhood designed exclusively for
adult living.
The 92 ½ acre Casta del Sol neighborhood is being detailed for homeowners without children, and over 50
years of age, who enjoy active living
in a totally planned community. Future
increments are also planned.
All homes in the 427-home neighbor-

hood, which will be located across from
the present Madrid model complex,
have been carefully planned so that
they offer exceptional views of Saddleback Mountain, from their setting on
the hillsides, bluffs, and upper valleys
east of picturesque Oso Creek.
It will offer its own $500,000 recreation facility with meeting rooms and
hobby center and will overlook an 18hole golf course.
Initially, the course will be a public
facility, but will later become a private
Continued on page 7

Casta del Sol 50th Anniversary
Celebration
Saturday, August 27 from 3 to 5 p.m. at Rec Ctr 1. Entertainment,
raffle prizes, champagne punch, light refreshments. Be our guest.
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President’s
Message

Manager’s
Report

Marci Smith,
President
We celebrate the
50th birthday of Casta del Sol this month.
For over 37 years I
have enjoyed Casta, first as a visitor,
and now as a resident. Times have
changed since our inception in 1972,
and together we will continue to discuss ideas to keep CdS a desirable
place to live. And, just as for any of us
at middle-age, it is important we keep
up with preventative maintenance and
repairs that may be needed throughout
the community.
As I write my first article as president
of the Board of Directors of Casta,
a favorite quote comes to mind. It is
from the book A Woman of Substance
by Barbara Taylor Bradford and was
published when I was a 17-year-old
young lady with hopes and dreams
of the big wide world just outside my
reach. The quote that’s stuck with me
all of these years reads, “We are each
the authors of our own lives…We live
in what we have created. There is no
way to shift the blame, and no one else
to accept the accolades.”
I take my responsibility to you and
this community very seriously. Fortunately, I am not alone in my endeavors.
I have my fellow Board members, our
knowledgeable committee chairs, and
so many committed volunteers, along
with our dedicated staff. Together, we
will work hard, each and every day.
With each of us giving our best efforts,
we will unite as a team to do the important work that has been entrusted to us.
I look forward to a successful, positive and productive year. Happy 50th
Birthday, Casta del Sol.

Josh Hodosh,
General Manager
Asphalt Work Starts
in September
The Board approved
hiring Premier Paving to perform the
2022 asphalt work in Casta del Sol.
The scope of work includes, but is not
limited to:
• Executing full depth reclamation on
select locations on Via Nervo, Via
Congora, Espinoza, and multiple
cul-de-sacs on Espinoza and a culde-sac on Calle Alonso.
• Mill and overlay on select areas on
Agustini, Prado, Acuna, Mistral,
Lopez, Unamuno, Pondal, Alonso
and multiple cul-de-sacs on Espinoza.
• S eal coat work on the areas of
asphalt construction from 2021 on
Zurburan, four cul-de-sacs on Espina and El Greco, two cul-de-sacs
on Las Casas, Rec Ctr 2 pathway,
Manchuca and five cul-de-sacs on
Manchuca, two cul-de-sacs on El
Greco, three cul-de-sacs on Borgona, and one cul-de-sac on Villena.
• Isolated patch work throughout CdS
and other miscellaneous asphalt
work.
GMU Geotechnical, Inc. was hired to
oversee the entire asphalt project. The
contractor will provide additional notices and signs on the proposed work.
For any questions on the schedule or
work to be performed, please contact
Ed Pedroncelli, our Maintenance Supervisor, at (949) 215-1955. All work
is scheduled, weather permitting.
+An insert is included with this issue
of the Courier to share the schedule.

News You Can Use
Application for Proposed Modification Form
The HOA wishes to remind
residents that before any outside
work can be started on your home,
you must have an approved Architectural Application for Exterior
Modifications form from the Architectural Committee. Forms are
available at Rec Ctr 1 and on the
Casta del Sol community website,
castadelsol.com.

Updated CC&R Article IV, Section
4.03: Rental Restrictions
California has raised the rental restriction percentage which has made
Casta del Sol obligated by the state of
California to update the corresponding
section of the CC&Rs document pertaining to rental restrictions by July
2022. The Board sent out the proposed
language and the Board approved it
June 16. The updated CC&R amendment was submitted to the Court of
Orange County by the Association
attorney and the Association is now
in compliance with the state of California. If you would like a copy of the
updated amendment, please come to
Continued on page 6
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator
Rodent Abatement
Casta del Sol has been experiencing
damage to plants and irrigation wiring from rat activity for many years.
The Orange County Vector Control
recommends eliminating food sources
such as birdseed and pet food, which
are the two most common causes of rat
infestation. Eliminating areas for rats to
take shelter, like old roof tiles, wood
and other items stored in the foundation planting area, side yards and end
yards, will reduce the chances of rat
populations increasing. By installing
a one-quarter inch wire mesh rodent
screen or a slotted cover plate over each
end of your side yard drain that goes
under the concrete will help to keep
rodents away, as well.
Submissions to the Courier
All submissions must be by email in
the form of a document attached to
an email. See staff box on page 26
for section editor email addresses.
Deadline for submitting is the
eighth of the month for the paper to
be delivered at the end of that month.
Opinion letters must also be submitted by email by the eighth and
may not exceed 200 words. The
writer’s name must appear at the
bottom of the letter.
The Courier Committee meets in
the Garden Room on the second
Wednesday of the month at 9:30
a.m.

Picking up fruit and keeping your
garage and home sealed up are some
other things you can do to protect your
property. Keeping your private plantings trimmed is good advice from the
contractor. Inspect your vehicle engine
compartment regularly, since rats will
eat electrical wiring, and it’s expensive
to repair. It’s best to keep your car in
the garage with the doors closed, if
possible.
Why should we worry about rats? It
costs all residents money out of assessments to repair and replace damaged
plants and irrigation equipment. The
type of rat responsible for most of our
problems is Rattus rattus, or roof rat.
The Board of Directors has taken
steps by contracting with a licensed
pest control company to place rat bait
stations in the common areas of the
property to reduce damage to irrigation wiring and plants. However, it is
the responsibility of residents to hire
their own pest control company for rat
infestations in or around their home.
Continued on page 8
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Board Meeting Highlights

**For a copy of the June 2022 Treasurer’s Report, refer to castadelsol.com,
Recreation Center bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

July 21, 2022

June Treasurer’s Report

• T
 he Board approved Treasurer Karen Warren’s financial reports as presented. (See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)
• A
pproved the appointment of Mary Kay Crowley as a committee member of
the Architectural Committee effective immediately and regretfully accepts
the resignation of Bill Stetzel effective immediately.
• Approved a proposal from Landscape West Management Services, Inc. in
the amount of $40,740 to remove all Acacia and debris from the slope on
Jeronimo between the corner of Olympiad and Calle Azorin, plus a fifteen
percent contingency in the amount of $6,111 for a total not to exceed cost
of $46,851.
• Approved Great Scott Tree Service for Area 3 Tree Removals (31 trees) at a
cost of $100,845 plus a two percent contingency in the amount of $2,016.90
for a total not-to-exceed cost of $102,861.90.
• Approved a proposal from Aardvark Clay & Supplies in the amount of
$2,280.38 including tax and labor to repair the heat elements in the existing
kilns in the arts and crafts room.
• Approved the proposals from Santa Margarita Plumbing for repairs to sewer
lines due to common area roots at 28021 Calle Casal for at a cost of $7,510
plus a homeowner reimbursement of $2,095 for a total cost of $9,605, at
23905 Calle Alonso for $5,870, and at 27946 Via Granados for $7,130.
• Approved the relocation of the Fitness Center to the Garden Room for a
total cost of $56,357.52.
• General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 37 delinquencies totaling $43,855.85 and two properties recommended for recording liens. He
welcomed the new Board of Directors. He announced a special meeting to
be held on September 19 to discuss next year’s budget. All residents may
attend. The gate modification program is still under discussion with the
city, which is asking for more traffic studies. However, the installation of
cameras at gates 3 and 4 will proceed.
• Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported there were 362
landscape maintenance requests during June, bringing the year-to-date total
to 1,668. The Santa Margarita Water District is evaluating all the recycled
water connections to ensure there are no cross connections to domestic
water systems. He has sent a request to the water district for the status of
our water rebate and to evaluate the possibility of converting one of our
watering areas to recycled water.
• Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported that there
were 56 work orders completed in June. The staff currently has 65 ongoing
projects.
• Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that staff processed 17 new
residents this month. The new telephone directories have been delivered. If
residents did not get a directory, go to the office and request one. The Social
Committee will be hosting the celebration for Casta’s 50th anniversary on
August 27. It is a free event, but residents are asked to sign up so the staff
can get an accurate count.
The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held August 18
at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room. The next Board workshop will be August 4 at
9 a.m. in the Vista Room.
Fran Morgan,
Courier Chair

News You Can Use
Report Mosquito Activity
Every year it is important to be aware of mosquito breeding areas. Residents
should check around their homes for standing water and remove it. Also,
please report mosquito activity to the OC Vector Control at (949) 654-2412.

The total HOA assets as of June 30, 2022 are $7,274,819, an increase of
$53,455 from last month. This includes the following:
• Operating Cash is $1,612,220. This includes $271,795 in cash, $1,040,425
invested in a money market account and $300,000 invested in two CDs with
interest rates between 0.35 and 2.95%. During July, we are purchasing two
new $100,000 CDs with nine and twelve-month terms respectively. These
CD purchases will be funded from the money market account and will allow
the HOA to increase returns on investments.
• Reserve Cash is $5,441,079. This includes $1,615,335 invested in a money
market account, $3,800,000 invested in nineteen CDs with interest rates
between .07 and 1.75%, plus prepaid taxes and interest. During July, our
MidCountry Bank and UBS Bank CDs will mature and those funds will be
reinvested into two 12-month $200,000 CDs. In addition, we are purchasing
two new $200,000, 12-month CDs with funds from our money market account. This brings Casta del Sol to 21 reserve CDs that enables our HOA to
increase earnings on investments.
• Capital Fund is $152,207. This account is funded by budgeting $6 per month
per homeowner that results in monthly capital contributions of $11,562 plus
interest.
• Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $64,580. The allowance for Bad
Debts is $41,115 and is adjusted monthly. It is equal to outstanding receivable
balances over 31 days.
The following is a selection of our operating category expenses for the first
six months of 2022:
General & Administration is: $567,915 which is $42,339 under budget.
Land Maintenance is:
$1,591,481 which is $16,280 under budget.
Recreation/Lifestyle is:
$195,450 which is $34,050 under budget.
Repairs and Maintenance is: $129,088 which is $20,256 under budget.
Traffic Control is:
$415,350 which is $5,515 under budget.
Utilities are:
$759,587 which is $2,929 under budget.
TOTAL Operating Expenses
Before Reserves is:
$3,658,870 which is $121,369 under budget.
TOTAL Operating Expense
Including Reserves and Interest is:	$5,429,916 which is $112,721 under
budget.
The following is a sampling of operating category expense for the month of
June 2022:
General and Administration
•S
 alaries/Related Administration is $57,692 which is $2,437 over budget.
YTD this category is $18,661 under budget.
Land Maintenance
•M
 ature Tree Pruning is $42,741, which is $31,936 over budget due to
trimming of 178 trees. This is seasonal and at year-end will be on budget.
Recreation Lifestyle
•B
 uilding Repair and Maintenance is $6,126, which is $4,668 over budget
due to the Fire System Annual Service and Powerstone maintenance employees performing more plumbing and facility repairs that were historically
contracted to other vendors.
Utilities
•W
 ater is $155,654, which is $39,561 over budget due to the increased
watering needs during summer months.

Treasurer’s Comments:
As we continue to see the effects of our warming and drying climate, we also
receive advisements from Santa Margarita Water District on how to conserve
Continued on page 8
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Early Casta History
Continued from page 1

children under 21. It was to overlook
a new 18-hole golf course and open
with a $500,000 recreation facility.
The main recreation facility was
designed by Craig Combs and Associates to include the following: pool,
spa, shuffleboard, bocce ball, fitness
room, card rooms and kitchen.
The first construction envisioned
was of 103 houses followed by the
entire first series of units totaling
419. There were nine floor plans,
each with four exterior elevations.
The home purchase included the land.
The homes were designed by Grossgold Associates. Eight model homes
were available for view, decorated by
Jarmin Roches of LA and Virginia
Baker of Arcadia. The original pric-
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es of the homes were from $26,995 to
$34,995. In June 1973, there were 200
homes available for sale by lottery.
The Mission Viejo Company held the
first meeting of the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association on August 29, 1972.
The CC&Rs, Articles of Incorporation,
and Bylaws were adopted. The budget
for 1973 was $178,800 and for 1974
was $306,642. The monthly assessments
were $74.50. The first people moved
in during November and December of
1972. The original list, (Unit #1, Tract
7822) contained names of 21 families
(nine of these moved out by 1992).
The first annual meeting was held on
June 19, 1973. The first Board of strictly
Casta residents was in 1979. The first
Newcomers Party was on September
24, 1981.
And the rest is history…

Greenbelt Rules
Out of courtesy for owners’ privacy and because of the potential for
uneven footing, please do not walk closely behind people’s homes.
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The Casta Courier

Page 5

Page 6

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services
Supervisor
Did you know, the maintenance team
consists of a Maintenance Supervisor,
Maintenance Coordinator and four
maintenance/custodial team members?
These team members perform numerous tasks throughout the year.
Essential Functions/Responsibilities
Listed below are examples of areas
inspected and attended to, including,
but not limited to, inspections of
walkways, sidewalks, floors, court
slab, fences, furniture, cabinets, walls,
window sills, baseboards, mirrors,
interior glass, sinks, appliances, paper
towel dispensers, exercise equipment,
fixtures, shower curtains, toilets, urinals, stall walls, locker/cabinets, pool
and spa equipment, tiles, steps and
handrails, drinking fountains, barbeques, roofs, storm drains, rain gutters
and downspouts. All identified issues
are reported to the Maintenance Supervisor/Coordinator.
• Recreation, management, maintenance, and business offices

The Casta Courier

• Fiesta, Vista, Heritage and Garden
Rooms
• Library
• Kitchen
• Weight Room
• Shower Rooms
• Restrooms
• Pool areas
• Lawn Bowling, Tennis and Paddle
Tennis Courts, Vegetable Garden
• Barbeque areas
• Storage sheds
• Building exterior and sidewalks
• Additional duties, as needed
The team also assists the recreation
staff with set-up/tear-down, tables/
chairs for functions, assemble/dismantle stage and risers. They perform minor repairs of furniture, report plumbing, electrical or structural damage,
maintain park benches around chipping
green and lawn bowling areas, as well
as cleaning or painting. They mount
new signs, report water damage from
plumbing or air conditioning, perform
extra service requests, check outside
lights and maintain the fountain. They
also clean and check all outside mechanical and electrical rooms, hose
down patio covers, pressure wash
walkways, move portable stage to and
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from storage area and Rec Ctr 1.
Important: To ensure the maintenance team completes their assigned
daily duties, all requests for services
by homeowners must be submitted
to the Recreation or Administration
office. Thanks in advance for your
understanding.
Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,
(949) 215-9155
Donna Duhn,
Maintenance Coordinator,
dduhn@powerstonepm.com,
(949) 455-4671

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 2

the Administration building and we
will be happy to provide you with a
hard copy. The amendment is also on
the Casta del Sol website.

Casta del Sol Pioneers
Continued from page 1

the Board of Directors and helped the
community learn how to manage itself
as the developer, Mission Viejo Company, phased out of its role in 1985.
Jim and Margo Anderson are another
couple who moved into Casta in 1978.
They had to compete in three lotteries
before they were able to buy a lot on
which their new home would be built.
They lived in their Narciso model on
Delantal for two years in what was then
a sparsely developed community. After
the first two years, they rented it out.
Eleven years later, they returned to a
fully built-out Casta del Sol. Margot
appreciated the way the community
had matured and was so beautifully
maintained.
Like the Andersons, Jo Pipitone and
her late husband Salvatore had to enter
a lottery to purchase a Casta home in
1986. The age limit at that time was
45 but according to Jo was raised to
55 after the young wife of a resident
became pregnant. Jo is still enjoying
living here 36 years later.

Join Us In Welcoming
Our New Residents
August 2022
Alikhani, Amy & Majid....................28091 Via Unamuno.... (909) 222-0619
Laguna Beach, CA
Bretting, Susan..................................27736 Via Rodrigo...... (714) 615-1054
Corona, CA
Curtis, Alice......................................23965 Via Maragall..... (347) 603-4392
New York, NY
Ferguson, Theresa & Brian...............23242 Villena.............. (720) 402-7534
Littleton, CO
Fryer, Melissa...................................23206 Villena.............. (951) 235-5723
Covina, CA
Hill, Robert & Sandra.......................Unlisted........................ (928) 710-8778
Dewey, AZ
Lopez, Ruth ......................................28052 Via Cernuda...... (949) 600-3376
Seal Beach, CA
McGovern, Pamala & Michael.........28422 Borgona............ (949) 302-4797
Irvine, CA
Rodgerson, Carol..............................27873 Espinoza............ (949) 586-3009
Mission Viejo, CA
Sorouri, Jim & Farrah.......................23875 Villena.............. (909) 910-4465
Corona, CA
Steele, Stanley...................................27736 Via Rodrigo...... (714) 615-1055
Corona, CA

Directory Change
Frisch, Jeffrey & Bonnie...................28101 Calle Valdes...... (949) 933-7300
.................................................................................... (949) 933-7400

August 2022
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2022 Election – 50th Annual Homeowners Meeting – New
Board of Directors

As Advertised in 1972, Casta del Sol to be Community’s
Newest Concept in Adult Living

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

loting” at the 50th Annual Homeowners Meeting, we had received 1194
acceptable ballots with an additional 9
being rejected. That is a ballot return
of 62%. We would have liked many of
the other 38% to have participated but
we did reach our quorum. Thank you
to all who voted.
Casta del Sol’s Inspector of Elections,
Barbara Harris, and ten Inspector Designees spent all morning, Wednesday,
June 22, opening the ballot envelopes
and tallying votes. This was accomplished in the Vista Room. As member
observation of the vote tabulation is
required by State Civil Code, a separate
observation area was provided near the
front of the Vista Room. Throughout
the tabulation process there were as
high as 15 present to observe.
The 50th Annual Homeowners
Meeting was held at 7 p.m. on June
23, 2022, in the Vista Room and by
teleconference on Zoom. It was attended by current Board members, the
seven Director Candidates, Association
Staff, Committee Chairman who made
a yearly report, many homeowners and
some invited guests. All additional

ballots received since the June 22 tally were processed while the meeting
was in progress. Then, Barbara Harris
certified the results of the Election and
announced the votes received by each
of the seven Director Candidates.
Four of the seven Board of Director
positions were open for this election.
Those elected were Linda Silverman,
David Shostak, Karen Warren and Lori
Gilbertson. Each of these newly elected
Directors will serve a two-year term.
Following the announcement of the
election results and at the conclusion of
the Annual Meeting, there was a short
recess while the new Board selected
its officer positions. Marci Smith, the
selected Board President, concluded
the evening with the announcement of
the new Board of Directors positions.
The 2022/2023 Board of Directors
are:
Marci Smith, President
David Shostak, Vice President
Linda Silverman, Secretary
Karen Warren, Treasurer
Lori Gilbertson, Director
Joe Hachadoorian, Director
Matt Loftus, Director

club for exclusive play of residents in
this neighborhood.
Ten distinctive plans
will be featured in the
model complex, planned
for June completion. Both
single-family and a variety
of attached concepts will
be offered. All will blend
with Mission Viejo’s early
California styling, with
barrel tile or shake roofs,
rustic wood and stucco
exteriors.
Plans will include two
bedrooms, two bedrooms
with den, and three-bedroom designs. They will
feature fireplaces, formal
living and dining rooms,
convenient service areas
with individual washer
and dryer space, individual
storage rooms, and unique
indoor-outdoor patios.
Architect for the adult
housing neighborhood is
Richard Grossgold and
Associates of Seal Beach.
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Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

We will never eliminate the problem,
but I urge all residents to consider the
benefit to you and your neighbors by
following the recommendations of Orange County Vector Control. To obtain
more information, go to their website
at www.ocvcd.org.
The Board of Directors has approved
a contract to place 650 stations in the
common areas which started in July
2020. That might sound like a lot of
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stations, but considering there are 236
acres of landscape and 1927 homes,
there is still a need for homeowners
to help by following the Vector Control recommendations. Homeowners
cannot request to move these stations
as they are for common areas and not
private property. Homeowners should
not call the HOA contractor, Allure,
directly, unless you want to contract
with them for stations around your own
home, paid for by you. The stations are
serviced once a month and monitored
by Powerstone Property Management.

June Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

water. Their most recent advisement is
to limit outdoor watering to three days
per week for residents only, and as yet
has not been mandated on the Association. Reference SMWD.com/Watering.
Given the expanse of our landscape,
this may have a direct impact on irrigation costs to our HOA.
As your new treasurer, I sincerely
hope to gain your trust and conduct
my duties with the utmost integrity and
fiscal responsibility.

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded on July 21, 2022, the Board
approved the June 30, 2022 financial
statement, this Treasurer’s Report, and
ratifies the review by the individual
Board members, as well as all transfers
of funds, and purchase of any new CDs
made in this period and reflected in the
financial statement.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Warren, Treasurer
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Architectural
I wish I could deliver a piece of fine
chocolate to sweeten the topic of this
article, but sadly I can’t, and we must
once again address this topic: trash containers. We had heard that we would
be receiving the third organic waste
container in mid-July. Although this
is not news any of us wants to hear,
we not only must deal with that third
container, but we must have the other
two in compliance as well. We are seeing quite a few homeowners with trash
containers not in compliance according
to the Standards and Guidelines. Let’s
review the guidelines so that everyone
can have their trash containers in the
proper place.
The Standards and Guidelines: Section 7.3, state that trash containers,
when not out for scheduled pickup,
must be stored out of view from the
street. Options are: garage, approved
enclosed structure or screen on a side
yard or patio, side yard behind a gate
or fence, or behind an adequately sized
bush. If your trash containers are not
in one of the above places, you are not
in compliance with the guidelines. The
same will apply to the third container
when it arrives.
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Trash containers must not be out for
pickup until the day before pickup and
must be removed from the curb no later
than the morning after. Let’s keep Casta
del Sol beautiful and make sure we follow
the S&Gs.
Vicki Slawson, Chair,
(925) 513-4956
Linda Silverman, Liaison

Budget and Finance
At the June meeting, the Budget and
Finance (B&F) Committee reviewed
the May financial statements. All 2022
categories including utilities have a positive budget to actual variance. Our 2022
Waste Management budget was based on
service starting January 1 for the third barrel and had included a 12% increase over
2021. We recently paid our July invoice
which does not include this additional
cost. We are uncertain when the service
for the third can will begin.
The Operating Budget development
process began in early July. In August
and September, we will be discussing
the draft 2023 Operating Budget at our
regular meetings and at a joint meeting
with the Board. Due to inflation, both the
Operating Budget and the Reserve study
are using a 5% growth factor for 2023

which will be monitored during the
budget process.
All residents are welcome to
attend the B&F meetings. We meet
regularly on the third Monday of
each month at 1 p.m. Our next meeting will be August 15. Please look
for the eblasts with additional details
about that meeting.
Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,
(949) 305-6336
Karen Warren, Liaison

Facilities
Facilities is pleased to welcome
Matt Loftus as Board Liaison.
The 2022 asphalt project will begin in September and take 25 working days. Residents affected by this
year’s project will be notified by the
HOA when their cul-de-sac or street
will be done. Residents are asking:
Question: Why is there such a
critical need for repaving and resurfacing our roads? Answer: When
Casta del Sol was built in the 1970s,
some of the roads were not properly
constructed. For many years maintenance was just surface repair and did
not address the underlying defects
in the roads.
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Question: Why is all the road work
not being done at the same time? Answer: It would be cost-prohibitive to
do all the work at once and it would
cause problems with resident, vendor,
and visitor access. Casta del Sol has 23
miles of roads.
Question: What are the expectations
about how long it will be before the
major road repairs are completed?
Answer: We are anticipating that there
will be a few more years of major road
repair and reconstruction to take care
of the severe damage. After that, roads
would require regular maintenance.
The Facilities Committee meets on
the fourth Thursday of the month at 9
a.m. in the Vista Room and via Zoom.
Join a committee! A good way to start
is to attend committee meetings. The
schedule for meetings can be found in
the Courier and via eblasts.
Nancy Cunningham, Chair,
(949) 350-3562
Matt Loftus, Liaison

Greenbelt
The Landscape Maintenance contract
with PWLC1 will expire at the end of
2023. Our committee is reviewing all
aspects of the Scope of Work. There are
Continued on page 10
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Greenbelt
Continued from page 9

many components related to the Scope
of Work, each one being very important. An example of just one change has
to do with the irrigation system. When
the contract was last signed, we had an
irrigation system called Signature. We
now have Calsense CS3000. Bidders
will need to be qualified to use this
system. In the meantime, the HOA is
requesting proposals from outside consultants who will assist us in re-writing
the contract.
The Calsense CS3000 is a million-dollar irrigation system that was
installed approximately three years
ago. According to their website, “It is
an important water conservation and
management tool. Some of its major
water management features include
flow monitoring and weather-based
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irrigation which uses daily evapotranspiration (ET) to automatically
calculate station run times based upon
landscape details such as plant material, head type, and sun exposure.”
There are a variety of reports available
to the HOA and Greenbelt Committee
to analyze and determine water usage
and savings. Before we can access
some of this information, the water bills
need to be input into the system and the
budget function turned on. PWLC1 is
providing committee members with an
overview of this system. This month a
representative from Calsense will be
providing the members with training.
Our next meeting will be on August
9 at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room.
Jodie Trainer, Chair,
(949) 836-6511
Lori Gilbertson, Liaison

Library
The library Committee is pleased to
announce that it is offering an online
search engine for the books in the Casta
del Sol Library. The website was introduced in an eblast last month and will
allow residents to browse their library
from the comfort of their homes.
The library has a new artist on display. James Dryer has put up his paintings and will have them on display until
the end of September. Stop by and have
a look next time you are in the area.
The committee voted not to meet in
August.
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
Bloomsbury Girls, Natalie Jenner
Horse, Geraldine Brooks
Jackie & Me, Louis Bayard
Nightcrawling, Leila Mottley
Nightwork, Nora Roberts
Nora Goes Off Script,
Annabel Monaghan
Sparring Partners, John Grisham
The Hotel Nantucket, Elin Hilderbrand
The Latecomer, Jean Hanff Korelitz
The Lunar Housewife, Caroline Woods
Large Print:
Country Born, Linda Lael Miller
How to Love Your Neighbor,
Sophie Sullivan
Lost in the Valley of Death,
Harley Rustad
Marion Lane and the Deadly Rose,
T. A. Willberg
Robert B. Parker’s Revenge Tour,
Mike Lupica
The Book Woman’s Daughter,
Kim Michele Richardson
The Homewreckers,
Mary Kay Andrews
The Investigator, John Sandford
The Runaway, Nick Petrie
Three Debts Paid, Anne Perry
Audio Books:
Sweet Sweet Revenge LTD,
Jonas Jonasson
Tracy Flick Can’t Win, Tom Perrotta
Pat Vitti, Chair,
(949) 457-9194
Matt Loftus, Liaison

Reserve Study
The next Reserve Action Committee
meeting is scheduled for August 25.
We expect to make the final additions
and corrections to the Excel spread-
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sheet that details our budgeting plan for
2023. I want to thank all the Casta del
Sol committees that worked diligently
for the past several months to generate
this information. The next step is to
present this plan to our Board of Directors for their approval. Then it will go
to Association Reserves to be put into
their standardized format. It will then
be submitted back to Powerstone and
the Reserve Committee for use in our
2023 Reserve plan.
Bill Swift, Chair,
(714) 815-3631
David Shostak, Liaison

Social
The Social Committee strives to provide fun and diversified entertainment
for all members of Casta del Sol to enjoy. Our latest sold-out event, the Hawaiian Luau, continued to enhance our
purpose. Entertainment included a hula
dancer, fire show, Casta Strummers
and music by Kip Isbell to provide an
exciting evening for all. The Hawaiian
buffet was delicious; Martinez, once
again, did not disappoint. The recent
additions of a newcomer’s table and
name tags for all attendees help new
and seasoned residents expand their
social contacts. And everyone loved
receiving a Hawaiian lei.
Save the date August 27. That’s when
CdS will be celebrating our 50th anniversary. Join us for a free event with
dignitaries, entertainment, champagne
punch, light refreshments, raffle prizes,
and giveaways. Look for signup information shortly in an eblast and posted
by the office at Rec Ctr 1.
Don’t forget our Car and Cycle
Showcase scheduled for September
11. Show us how you roll! Contact
John Sellers jsellers2664@gmail.com
to register.
Amy Lake, Chair,
(516) 263-7941,
arlake225@gmail.com
Karen Warren, Liaison

Traffic
In response to confusion caused by
having STOP painted on the street in
both the visitor and resident lanes and
then having a mounted traditional red
stop sign 15 feet ahead, the Traffic
Committee purchased a traditional
portable red stop sign and placed it
adjacent to the attendant booth between
the visitor and resident lanes at Gates
1, 3, and 4. After a sufficient time to
Continued on page 12
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Traffic

Welcome

Continued from page 10

Welcome as always to newcomers in
the community. Members of the Welcome Committee contact new residents
to arrange a meeting and provide a
packet of information about the many
programs and clubs in Casta del Sol
and to answer your questions. We look
forward to meeting each one of you.
If you have not yet been contacted by
one of our members and wish to meet,
you may email me to arrange a time
and place to get together with one or
two of us.
Welcome to Casta once again and we
hope you enjoy exploring and finding
your way around the community.
Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com
Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

allow residents to become accustomed
to stopping at the attendant booth, we
removed the mounted second stop sign.
We also moved the Caution Approach
Slowly, No Tailgating sign up from
the bottom of the pole to replace the
removed stop sign. Residents stopping
at the stop sign should then proceed
cautiously up to the gate, allowing the
transponder to be recognized and the
gate to open. Cautiously approaching
the gate will decrease the incidence
of gate strikes which cause the lane
to be unusable and may subject the
offender to financial obligation for
needed repairs to their car and to the
gate mechanism.
John Nethercutt, Committee Member,
(858) 688-3136
Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison

Leaf Blowers
I recently presented a request to the
Green Belt Committee to eliminate the
noisy leaf blowers from Casta del Sol.
They are bad for our health, our respiratory systems, our hearts, and our ears.
Recently, I was in Hawaii and saw
trees that we have here, like jacarandas,
plumerias, and mimosas. The blossoms
fall on the pathways and the Hawaiians
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never leaf-blow them away. They enjoy
the touch of nature on their pathways.
I am asking the PacWest people to
either eliminate noisy leaf blowers entirely or lighten their usage. The Green
Belt Committee, chaired by Jodie
Trainer, is now considering my request.
You too can make your wishes heard
at the Green Belt Committee meetings.
Elizabeth Kramer
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Baby Boomers
The next Baby Boomers’ event will
be Back to School on September 10 at
the Rec Ctr 1 patio. You are encouraged
to wear your letterman jackets, drill
team outfits, school colors, and anything else of this type. Ticket sales will
start on August 22. The delicious food
will be catered by Jolanda’s and the
menu will include garden salad, herb
roasted chicken, Swedish meatballs,
rice, cranberry Jello mold, and broccoli raisin salad. We are welcoming
back the fun, exciting, and entertaining
group of Sideways, bringing songs
reminiscent of the years we went back
to school.
Thank you to those who expressed
interest in becoming officers in 2023.
We are happy to work with the current
officers in September. If anyone else is
interested, please contact Cathy Johnson at (949) 305-4705.
Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,
(949) 230-7195

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol who
has an interest in participating in the
study of the Bible is welcome to join

us. This is an active group of folks
from different churches. Our studies are
varied, but always Bible-oriented. We
examine and/or question the study of
the day, but always keep the discussion
on topic and from the Bible.
The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
for study and prayer. Come and join us
as we sing the old hymns.
We are a no-dues club. All are welcome. For more information, please
contact Peter Filakouridis at (949)
305-1935.
Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,
(949) 354-1460

Billiards
Ever wondered why green is the
classic color for pool tables? Of course,
you did! Back in the 14th century,
billiards—or the game’s forerunner—
was originally played outdoors, on the
lawn. It was similar to croquet in that
a ball was propelled by some sort of
stick. Written records are sketchy, but
it is believed that the French were the
first to get weary of bending over, and
moved their cue sports onto a table. The
green felt covering is a nostalgic nod to

the original grassy playing field.
So much for the history lesson.
Here’s some summer party fun news.
Check the Paddle Tennis Club article.
The Olympic event includes a billiards
competition. Here’s your chance to
experience this fun game with a short,
easy to play version designed just for
this event. If you want an edge, stop by
the Billiards Room for some practice
before the party. See you there!
Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,
(949) 367-6671

Bridge
Duplicate Bridge Tuesdays are challenging as usual - dueling teams for the
meager prizes with great satisfactions
or frustrations. We cannot name winners and losers, but you know who you
are, and they are posted weekly on the
Fiesta Room bulletin board. Duplicate
teams meet in the Fiesta Room and
will always welcome new or returning
duplicate teams.
Party bridge games continue to happen at various venues throughout the
week. If you are interested in bridge,
send an email with the word Bridge
somewhere in the subject line; we will
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try to get you involved. Tuesday would
be a good time to check us out in the
Fiesta Room. Duplicate begins about
noon. We welcome old friends and
newcomers back to bridge at CdS. Duplicate Bridge at CdS is unsanctioned
by the ACBL.
Tim McCoy,
mccoytest@cox.net,
(805) 456-9266

Canine Companions
Dear members and those whom
we wish were: If you missed Tom’s
Hamburger Barbecue tradition, we are
sorry. The dogs are the reason, but we
must say Linda and I enjoy providing
a social experience for the owners as
well. With an RSVP and your companion dog, you are always most welcome.
We have a great time.
This next gathering will be August 20
with Linda’s Taco Salad as the feature
dish. You can always count on great
desserts.
By now you’ve become accustomed
to my good and bad rhetoric. So, this
time I wish for you to be mindful of
your pet’s safety. How many times
have you heard and seen one of them
Continued on page 16
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Sunday
Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

7

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

Wednesday

9 a.m. Traffic, G

1 p.m. Architectural, G

8

9

15

22

Event, V

16

24

28

29

10:30 a.m. ARMDI Event, V

30

31

10:30 a.m. Courier
Stuffing, V

9 a.m. Reserve, V

Association, Board & Committee Meetings

•

1 p.m. CdS BoD
Meeting, V, Z

25

5 p.m. Lawn Bowling
Event, LBP

6

13

10 a.m. Architectural
App Review, F

10 a.m. Architectural
App Review, F

1 p.m. Canine
Companions, LBP

27

10 a.m. Architectural
App Review, F

August

3 p.m. Casta’s 50th
Anniversary Party, P1

Recreation Centers 1 & 2:
Open 7 days a week
Sunday - Saturday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

2022

Association Sponsored Activities

4 p.m. Paddle Tennis
Event, P1

20

26

9 a.m. Facilities, V, Z

Saturday

10 a.m. Architectural
App Review, F
10 a.m. Social, G

19

18

1 p.m. Neighborhood
Watch Presentation, V

5

Friday

12

9 a.m. Reserve, G
6 p.m. Italian
American, V

17

23

9 a.m. CdS BoD
Workshop, V, Z

11

9:30 a.m. Courier, G

1 p.m. Budget &
Finance, V, Z 10 a.m. Welcome, G

21

4

10

9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

14

Thursday

3

10 a.m. Library, G
6 p.m. Bocce Ball
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•

Club & Activity Events
Recreation Center 1

Note: All meetings are subject to a change of location or being on Zoom.
Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - August 2022 (All activities are subject to change. )
Bible Study........................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball..........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco Babes......................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Ceramics Club.....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity...............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage............................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge................T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot.......................... M, 6 p.m., F;
W, 12 p.m., H;
S, 5:45 p.m., H

Jewelry Class....................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lawn Bowling....................M,W,F, 9:30 a.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg Mavens...........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., G
Paddle Tennis.....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball...........................F,S, 9 a.m., TC
M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle.............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker Ladies......................1st W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting..............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Rubber Bridge....................M, 11 a.m., F
Scrabble............................T, 6:30 p.m., L

Shuffle League Play...........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold)...........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super.....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training..................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams..........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers.........................W, 2 p.m., G
Tennis ...............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.;
M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em...................W, 12:45 p.m., F2
Water Exercise...................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers...................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

AC = Arts & Crafts
B = Billiards Room
BC = Bocce Ball Courts
CW = Ceramics Workshop
F = Whole Fiesta Room
F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
G = Garden Room
L = Library
LP = Lapidary Room
P1 = Pool 1
SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
CG = Chipping Green
H = Heritage Room
LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
P2 = Pool 2
PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
TC = Tennis Court
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Casta del Sol and Mission Viejo Timeline
1963	Mission Viejo Company formed as a land development and home building
firm.
1964	MV decides to stay unincorporated rather than be annexed by City of San
Juan Capistrano.
1965 Master Plan for 30,000 homes and business sites is approved.
1970	Philip Morris Company assumes operating control of the Mission Viejo
Company.
1972 Casta del Sol becomes a corporation.
1972 First residents move into Casta del Sol on August 24.
1974 Casta del Sol Golf Course opens to the public.
1975 408 Homes completed, Harbor Investment Co is the management company.
1977	62 Casta models and 335 Fiesta models were built, a total of 883 completed
units.

1978 Lake Mission Viejo opens to members.
1986 Additional gates added to CdS (until now only Gate 1 entrance).
1987 Final phase of CdS homes completed.
1988 City of Mission Viejo was incorporated on March 31.
1989	Opening of Mission Viejo Senior and Community Center (renamed in
1993).
1991 Casta del Sol Golf Course was sold by the Mission Viejo Company.
1997 Windstorm fells 400 trees in CdS.
1997 $75 special assessment levied for residents (to cover a $200,000 deficit).
2002 New Mission Viejo City Hall is dedicated.
2010 Professional Community Management (PCM) was acquired by Associa.
2017 Powerstone Management was hired to start July 1.

Casta del Sol Crafts Club
Casta’s Main Gate 1

Exercise Room 1973

Original Casta Library

Casta del Sol Rock Hound
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Canine Companions

Ceramics

Crafts for Charity

Continued from page 13

Ceramics said goodbye to Lucy Perez, longtime member and instructor
to many of the 30 or so artists who
attended her June 30 farewell party
which overflowed both the Ceramics
and Arts and Crafts Rooms. Lucy is
moving to Boston and will be sorely
missed.
We are currently gearing up for the
Holiday Boutique to be held October
14 and 15. Pumpkins and Christmas
trees abound in the studio. Signup for
vendor tables begins no earlier than
8:30 a.m., September 23, at Rec Ctr
1. Our monthly tutorial by Shelly Lethiot was fun - transferring designs to
bisque. Going forward, we will hold
our birthday luncheons every three
months. We celebrated May, June and
July at Tutto Fresco in RSM. Yum!
With 60 members, we are seeking
new volunteers for positions as officers
and committees. Won’t you please step
up? We’ll be right there to help! We are
not just a club but a family!
Jo Steciuk,
beejul@cox.net,
(949) 394-5181

This month the craft ladies of Casta
del Sol will be creating a few new
projects for the residents of Laura’s
House and gathering ideas for our
upcoming holiday projects. We make
85 tray favors for Meals on Wheels
recipients, some of whom live in our
neighborhood. Plans for projects are
needed for our busiest seasons: Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas holiday
season (non-religious), and Valentine’s
Day. If you want to contribute your creative energy to our activity, please join
us and meet some of your neighbors.
We meet the first and third Wednesday
each month from 10 a.m. until noon at
Rec Ctr 2. Group meetings will be on
August 3 and August 17. We have no
membership fee, materials are provided, and you will be shown what to do.
We are also looking for someone
that sews who might be interested in
working with Christmas fabrics so generously donated by a Casta neighbor.
For details, call Marlene Kazan at
(949) 916-5044.
Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com,
(310) 480-9093

getting loose? Some come home, some
try, and some never do.
“My dog does this amazing thing
where he just exists and makes my
whole life better because of it.”
Tom Brockmiller,
lindabrock@cox.net,
(949) 412-1083

Casta Creatives
Join us for Open Studio most Wednesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. in the Arts and
Crafts Room at Rec Ctr 1. Bring something you are working on to share with
the group, or ideas, a critique, or to get
some work done in a creative environment. All mediums are welcome.
Laguna Beach Art Festivals Guided
Tour: Friday, August 12 from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. (Note date change). Join us
on a guided tour of Laguna Art-a-Fair,
Festival of the Arts, and brunch at
Kitchen in the Canyon. Carpools will
leave Casta del Sol at 11 a.m. You must
RSVP for your VIP passes.
Maribeth McFaul,
maribethmcfaul@gmail.com,
(949) 466-8244

Cribbage
We play cribbage each Thursday in
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from
6:30 until about 8:45 p.m. If you are
interested in learning to play this old
English card game, any of our members would be willing to teach you on
a one-to-one basis, or we can do it on
a Thursday evening. It is really not that
complicated. You just need to be able
to count to 31. If you have ever played
in the past, the rules will quickly come
flooding back. Just come on down
for a few games and a general social
evening.
There is no sign up or commitment.
If you want more information, contact
me.
Susan Herrning,
susanherrning@aol.com,
(949) 630-2565

Democrats
At our last meeting on June 26, we
had many local and national topics to
address that led to lively discussions.
Our next meeting will be on September 18 at 4 p.m. in the Vista Room.
We generally have our meetings on
the third Sunday at 4 p.m. As we gear
up for city, county, state, and national
elections in November, we will invite
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speakers and have lots of news to share
and activities to participate in.
The Casta Dems group is a non-dues
activity open to all residents. The social
aspect during our Democratic meetings
is important, so we share food and
drinks after the meetings to have time
to build camaraderie.
If you have not received member
emails and would like to add your name
to the list, please email me.
Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,
(949) 230-7195

Hand and Foot
Let’s play cards! I am happy that we
have met and played with a few new
members. We are still looking for more
new friends who love to play cards. It’s
a fun and social way to meet your Casta
neighbors. We play on Wednesdays at
noon in the Heritage Room. We have
several open tables and would love for
you to join.
The game is also played on Saturday
at 6 p.m. in the Heritage Room and
Monday at 6 p.m. in the Fiesta Room.
If you have never played, or it has been
a while, we would be happy to teach
you. The game is played with four
decks of cards and can be played with
a partner or single player in sets of two,
three or four.
If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact us or just stop
by at one of the game times.
Joy Statler,
aerja70@gmail.com,
(714) 263-6971

Heritage Garden
The Matilija poppies will catch your
eye as you stroll by the big palm in
our Heritage Garden. It is pronounced
ma-til-a-hah. A magnificent drought
resistant perennial native of California
and Mexico with bluish green leaves,
it produces spectacular flowers with
white crepe like petals and a center
of bright yellow stamens. This makes
the flowers look like fried eggs sunny
side up, and therefore, are fondly called
fried egg poppy. A favorite with bees
and butterflies, the flowers produce
abundant nectar.
Fun fact: The Matilija poppy was
nominated for the honor of California
state flower in 1890, but lost to the
California poppy. Although it lost
the title, it carries the honor of largest
flowers in any California native plant,
Continued on page 17
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Heritage Garden
Continued from page 16

a true beauty not to be missed. Come
out to the garden and see these unique
flowers.
For information regarding the Heritage Garden Club, contact Beth McVey
at (949) 279-0103.
Parizad Sethna,
sethna7@hotmail.com,
(949) 298-0076

Italian American
Our July dinner and entertainment
night was a sellout. In fact, we had
to add tables so more people could
attend. In the future, if the tables are
full, don’t give up hope; ask to be put
on a waiting list.
On August 11 at 6 p.m., we will
be having our Bingo and Pizza night
(BYOB) at Rec Ctr 1. There will be
a nominal fee and a $100 blackout
payout. Mark your calendars for a fun
summer night. More information will
be on our flyer.
See you soon.
Lucille Naves,
neilnaves@cox.net
(949) 600-5887

Las Damas
August signals the welcome arrival
of fall. Las Damas Club is pleased to
announce its first luncheon meeting of
the new season on Wednesday, September 14, at 11:15 a.m., in the Vista
Room at Rec Ctr 1.
The club officers and committee
chairpersons are meeting to complete
the luncheon menus and entertainment
offerings for the new year. We will
begin with the Pennyroyal Players, a
talented musical group, who entertain
by telling stories through song and
dance, thus lifting the spirits of all.
Tickets will go on sale from August
15 through September 11 at the same
prices of $25 for members and $30 for
non-members. Newcomers are invited
to sign up for the Welcome Table, in
order to meet and greet and be introduced.
See you on September 14!
Pat Crowley,
Patc624@yahoo.com,
(949) 305-0582

Military Veterans
Our club’s offsite dinner at Claim
Jumper in Mission Viejo is on Monday, August 22 at 5:30 p.m. Sign up

Tuesday, August 2 through August 16
at Rec Ctr 1. This event is for current
dues-paid members only. Seating is
limited to 40 people, and we will be in
a private room. The only cost is for the
food and drink you order. Particulars
were sent by email to members. Didn’t
get the email? Contact me.
In September, we will have a potluck dinner in the Vista Room with a
special entertainer. October will be a
regular meeting in the Garden Room,
and on Veterans Day, we will have our
Honors Ball in the Vista Room to cap
off the year.
If you are a veteran of one of our
country’s five services and not a member of our club, I urge you to contact
me for a friendly chat.
Kip Isbell,
kipisbell@live.com,
(949) 922-2530

Neighborhood Watch
Please join your Neighborhood
Watch group at Casta for a short program on crime prevention and what
it means to all of our residents. The
presentation will be provided by Crime
Prevention Specialist, Timory McElwain, of the Mission Viejo Sheriff’s
Department. Save the date: August 17
at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room.
See you there!
Dolores Thompson,
Dsthompson317@aol.com

Pinochle
Attention pinochle players. We play
pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting
promptly at 6:30 p.m.
In June, Cathi Moro had high game
(three hands) with 1,140 and Linda
Owen was second with 1,100. The
high series was won by Cathi with a
total of 4,040 points and Terry Owen
was second with 3,940. There were
six double pinochles reported for the
month. Congratulations to our winners.
Anyone interested in the game of
pinochle is invited to come and join
us. For more information, call Wayne
at (949) 916-5387.
Nancy Money,
cnmoney@aol.com,
(949) 457-9066

Republicans
Happy summer to Republican Club
members. We will be taking time

off for the summer and resuming in
September for an officer meeting, and
then in early October for a Meet the
Candidates Forum. The club will be
making a donation to the Casta del Sol
50th Anniversary Celebration taking
place in late August and hope you can
all attend.
When we start up again, we will have
guest speaker candidates for the general
election in November and, of course,
our annual wine and cheese party. We
are looking forward to a spirited election and please remember to vote! It is
our civic duty. Also, remember to get
your dues in so you do not miss out on
any activities.
Thank you for your continued support
of our club, and please enjoy a safe and
full summer.
Karen Warren,
mjgdbw4@gmail.com,
(949) 716-6830

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident
who is single, you are invited to join
our singles group. We have no membership dues. In August, we will be
meeting for lunch on Thursday, August
11, at 1 p.m. at Wind & Sea in Dana
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Point. Please RSVP to Carol Kowalsky
(cekewpie1@cox.net) by Monday,
August 8.
To join the group and get on our
email list, or for more information,
please contact me.
Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,
(949) 380-0744

Support Group
Our new support group at Casta del
Sol has taken off slowly, but surely.
We currently have support groups
for caregivers, grief, and people with
various medical issues. This is a group
of people who share their concerns
and/or experiences in order to provide
comfort and encouragement. Our
support group is not meant to provide
treatment or therapy. Instead, our focus
is on providing peer support, allowing
us to share our stories, celebrate each
other’s successes, and talk about coping strategies that may help.
If you are a caregiver, recently lost a
loved one, or are going through a challenging medical issue, and interested in
our support group, please contact me.
Kathy Wu,
kathywu.mv@gmail.com,
(818) 590-8009

The Casta Courier

Page 18

Variety
Following the success of the Variety
Club show, Not Dead Yet, The Musical, the cast and crew were treated to
a wrap party. We served pizza, salad,
and dessert, while watching the video
of the show accompanied by humorous
comments and stories. We also gave
out awards that displayed the camaraderie established within this club.
Through many hours of rehearsals and
performances, we became a family.
We hope to be back in November
with another Variety Club show. The
Variety Club is a group of performers
and assistants who enjoy being together, laughing, and learning a lot about
self-confidence and theater skills.
We are always happy to include new
members to our performing cast and
stage crew. If you are interested in performing or helping out, please contact
Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350.
Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,
(949) 230-7195

Vegetable Garden
Elections are coming, so we need a
whole new slate of candidates. All positions are open and any Garden Club

member is eligible for any position. So
far, we have no candidates, so please
help out.
The garden remains full, with 24
residents on the waiting list.
Until next time, Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin,
jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,
(714) 969-9666

August 2022

We completely refinished or replaced
worn and faded wood slats on a resident’s porch bench while the resident
had the metal parts of the bench professionally sand blasted and repainted. We
worked together with the resident who
wanted help to reassemble the bench.
A few of our members attended
the Orange County Woodworkers
Association meeting and saw several

informative demonstrations; one on
laser engraving on wood, and the other
a wood lathe turning demonstration.
Our weekly meeting and planning
location is in the Arts and Crafts Room
on Mondays from noon to 2 p.m. Drop
by the meeting room if you have any requests or are interested in our activities.
Steve Vallely,
(714) 595-5766

Away Golf

Bocce Ball

Our next tournament will be held on
Tuesday, September 13 at St. Mark
Golf Course in San Marcos. Consecutive tee times will start at 8:30 a.m.
Cost for golf with cart, range balls and
prizes is $65. Signup will be available
at Casta del Sol Rec Ctr 1 from August
17 through Sept 6. Mark your calendar; you won’t want to miss out on an
opportunity to play this beautiful and
fun course. We look forward to seeing
you all there.
Jim Peterson, (949) 770-1253
Joyce Parlin, (949) 588-0337

We are now back to our evening
hours from 7 to 8 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. Come down
and join in the fun.
I hope you all signed up for the
combined Bocce and Shuffleboard Hawaiian Buffet on Wednesday, August
3. We are looking forward to having a
great party with lots of good eats, and
many bingo winners.
Our next gathering will be our annual
Labor Day potluck on Monday, September 5 at 5 p.m. at the Lawn Bowling
facility. Bring a favorite dish to share

Water Exercise
With summer in full swing, we have
had many new members join us in
the pool. We meet at Pool 1, Monday
through Friday from 9 to 10 a.m. The
sun is usually out and the water feels
great.
Register in the office for only $5 for
the year. See you at the pool!
Nan Rednall,
nrednall@sbcglobal.net,
(949) 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members had a
light month in July because of vacations and other absences. However, we
were able to complete several projects
and visit several workshops.

Continued on page 19
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Bocce Ball
Continued from page 18

with your fellow bocce ball members.
Following dinner, we will play cards.
Carol Zinsmeister,
(949) 305-9890

Bowling
Plans are underway for the 2022/2023
Bowling League. The league starts on
September 15 and ends on April 29.
We bowl on Thursdays at 1 p.m. at
Saddleback Lanes. The cost is $16 per
week. Everyone is welcome to join. It
is good exercise, lots of laughs, and a
great way to visit with friends and meet
new people.
If you have a group of four people
who want to be on the same team, call
me with your team members’ names. If
you have two or three people who want
to bowl together, call Donna Miller
at (949) 395-8958 or me, and we will
let you know who is still available to
complete your team. Others interested
in bowling can call Donna Miller to be
added to the list of available bowlers.
All bowlers not listed on a team by
September 15 will be set up on a team.
Van Quinn,
(949) 842-9151

Fishing
Just prior to the end of June, the club
hosted its annual Lake Mission Viejo
picnic. The group of 14 enjoyed several
types of pizza, salads, and cupcakes
prepared by Vicki Slawson, as well
as a beautiful birthday cake for one of
the members created by our captain’s
wife, Kathy Morenc. Before the feast,
Nick had again arranged with the lake
administrators for free use of a pontoon
boat to take ten of the participants on a
one-hour tour of the multimillion dollar
homes on the lake front.
Still no fish to report in the lake.
Scientists hired by Lake Mission Viejo
management continue the program to
replace all the lake’s water within about
three to four years to lower the pH and
eliminate the golden algae problem.
Let’s hope it works. Until then, we’re
still ocean fishing with the Laguna
Woods Rod and Gun Club.
Nick Morenc, (949) 588-6223

Golf Chippers
The entire community is invited to the
next Golf Chippers event on Saturday,
August 6 at the Rec Ctr 2 golf practice
area. We begin at 9 and finish at about
11 a.m.; the cost is $5. Bring a club or

let us provide one. Adult guests are
welcome.
Please consider helping me do some
gardening at the golf practice area.
Imagine walking through the entryway
toward one very pretty golf hole in the
middle of that open field. Add bushes,
mounds, sand, and a carpeted green.
We could create a very attractive area.
Your own drawings are welcome. Let
me know what you think, won’t you?
It’s our home and it’s a chance to make
it beautiful. Heritage Garden folks are
welcome to share their expertise in
developing this space. Thank you.
Thanks, as well, to the Board of Directors and the Facilities Committee for
choosing to upgrade the golf practice
area with a new shed and practice cage.
Bob Hrad,
(949) 290-0366

Lawn Bowling
Our annual Red/White/Blue Independence Day party held just prior
to the Fourth of July was a success.
Lawn Bowlers enjoyed doughnuts,
coffee, and juice, and then bowled 12
ends for cash prizes. After the bowling
was done, Jim Slawson and Bob Riva
manned the BBQ to serve burgers
and hot dogs to the entire group. This
was matched with salads, side dishes
and dessert. We just wish more of our
newbies had attended to experience the
camaraderie and bowling.
Sad to state that Dick Hendersen will
no longer be our training representative. It’s time to turn the responsibility
over to Shuman Chan, a long-time
member of the club. Arrangements are
the same: just give him a call at (626)
428-0250, schedule a time convenient
to both of you, and get bowling. He will
provide basic lessons and bowls until
bowlers are ready to compete.
Jim Slawson,
(925) 813-1848

Men’s Golf
In July we held our Summer Tournament. The format was a Team Best
Ball for the front nine combined with
a Team Scramble for the back nine.
Each team had to use slightly different
playing strategies on each nine. That
evening we met in the Vista Room
for an awards dinner. It was a BBQ
Chicken Buffet catered by Jolanda. At
the end of the evening, we handed out
Tournament Awards, Door Prizes and
had a 50/50 drawing. All enjoyed the
evening.

We are now into the last month of
our Club Championship playoffs for
2022. Based on the first Low Net Score
in June, July and August, we will have
four flight winners. They will play-off
in September for the Championship.
If you would like to join our Senior
Men’s Golf Club, please contact our
Membership Chairman, Bill Riethmeier, at (949) 770-7022 or billgolf44@
cox.net.
Bill Burfeind,
(949) 305-4260
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in open club play at 9 a.m. All other
times require signups on the whiteboard by the courts.
Please join us for the monthly paddle
tennis clinics on the third Wednesday
at 4 p.m. This is a great time to learn
and improve your skills. The next clinic
dates are August 17 and September 21.
Debra Friedman,
(949) 230-7195
debrafriedman0@gmail.com

Pickleball
Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club is gearing
up for many events. Our next event
is the Pizza Olympics on August 13.
Olympians will rotate through Bocce
Ball, billiards, shuffleboard, and ping
pong, earning prizes as rewards.
Subsequent social events for club
members are the Progressive Dinner
on September 9, the Annual Meeting
on October 27, and The Holiday Party
combined with the Pickleball Club
on December 3. Our next tournament
taking place on September 17 is Sadie Hawkins, so women should start
searching.
We welcome new members for drop-

Instead of the monthly Pickleball
Clinic, a Skills Challenge was held on
Wednesday, July 6. Each participant
was given a scoresheet and ten tries at
each skill, as well as a chance to answer
a variety of questions about pickleball.
Everyone who attended had fun and
learned a few things they didn’t know
before. Chilled fruits were offered as
a hot weather treat.
If the summer heat is spoiling your
afternoon pickleball game, or if you
are still working, join a new group of
pickleball players on Mondays and
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. This group
welcomes all skill levels. If you want
to watch or try pickleball, our daytime
Continued on page 20
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Pickleball

Shuffleboard

Tennis

Continued from page 19

Sunday Social Shuffle winners were:
first place, Nevin Valentine and Judy
Paskey; second place, Ann Loranger
and Jayne Freed; third place, Debra
Friedman and Myrna Smith. Signup
for this event is posted in the Pavilion.
Friday morning 10 a.m. instruction
and practice will continue throughout
the summer. All are welcome. The
Pavilion remains open all summer for
practice.
Mary Lou Oster,
(949) 855-3890

The 2022 tennis season continues
apace with a series of on-court and
social events. On the courts, we have a
second Tennis Club tournament scheduled for the morning of October 1. This
is a terrific opportunity to experience
some lively tennis action and meet
some new friends.
On the social scene, we would like
to thank all who signed up for the July
31 outdoor evening event with Ortega
Highway performing. The next Tennis
Club party will be the Holiday Party on

could spit the black watermelon seeds
the furthest. And even though spitting
contests of any kind were taboo for
girls, I participated anyway when Mom
wasn’t looking.
Watermelon is notoriously messy
to eat and always left us with sticky
hands and a sticky face. But even that
became fun because it led to rinsing off
with the garden hose which, of course,
culminated in everyone getting soaked.
We dried ourselves by lying on the
grass in the sun and pointing out clouds
that were shaped like animals. Since
our goal was to spend as much time as
possible having fun outdoors, we soon
moved on to other activities like Hide
and Seek or Kick the Can. And when
we became hot and tired, we wandered
back home to see if we could talk mom
into… you guessed it: another slice of
refreshing, cold, watermelon.
And that’s why we fondly call those
days the good old summertime.

What’s Cooking
At Casta

club open play times are Monday and
Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m., and Friday and Sunday from 8 to 11 a.m.
If you have questions, please contact
Metty Thomason at (714) 325-3526, or
Donna Guild at (949) 446-0005.
Donna Guild,
(949) 446-0005

Small Talk

Watermelon Memories
A freelance writer’s
humorous spin on
the ups and downs
of life.

Dorothy Frances
Nothing says summer like a cold slice
of watermelon. When we were kids,
watermelon became synonymous with
the carefree days of summer vacation
from school. It ranked right up there
with all those other summertime treats
like Kool-Aid, ice pops, corn on the
cob, and hot dogs.
All these years later, biting into a
slice of juicy watermelon never fails
to return me to those happy-go-lucky
summer days of childhood. I clearly
remember sitting on the back steps of
our house with friends devouring big
slices of watermelon and seeing who

Norman Murray Center
Access the latest Murray Memo on
your computer.
In your search box, type Murray
Memo
After you press enter/return, you
will see:
Senior Programs & Services/City
of Mission Viejo
Click on that line, and on the next
page scroll down to:
Senior Update Newsletter
Under that title you will see:
View the current Murray Memo
Newsletter.

Want help in the
kitchen? Linda
shares her favorite
recipes.

Linda Brockmiller

Key Lime Pie
2 cups graham cracker crumbs
¼ cup sugar
6 Tbsp. butter, melted
2 (14 oz.) cans sweetened condensed
milk
½ cup sour cream
2-3 key limes, zested
¾ cup key lime juice
2 egg yolks
8 oz. heavy whipping cream

December 10. Details on this festive
event will be available in the coming
months.
On the courts, we will be continuing
our Wednesday and Saturday morning
and Thursday evening (6:30 – 8 p.m.)
round-robin events. These events are a
great way to get back into the game and
meet new players. Our ball machine
and in-house instructor sessions continue on Monday mornings. Newcomers
are always welcome.
Roger Gyger,
(630) 430- 9045

2-3 Tbsp. powdered sugar
Extra crumbs for top of pie
Slices of lime for decoration
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Melt butter. Finely crush graham
crackers. Then add sugar and butter and
stir until mixed. Pour crust mixture into
9-inch-deep dish pan. Press in evenly
on bottom and sides. Bake for 6 to 8
minutes. Remove and cool completely
in refrigerator.
Zest limes and squeeze ¾ cup juice.
Pour juice, zest, milk, sour cream, and
egg yolks together and mix until combined, then mix on medium high for
two to three minutes until thickened.
Pour filling into graham cracker crust
and bake 15 to 20 minutes until set.
Remove and cool for 30 minutes, and
then refrigerate for three hours.
Whip whipping cream, vanilla, and
sugar until thick and refrigerate.
Garnish pie with lime slices, graham
cracker crumbs and whipping cream.
This is a delicious summertime dessert!

Click on that link and the latest
Murray Memo will appear.
Print copies of the latest Murray
Memo are available at the front
desk at the Murray Center.

Puns for fun: (compiled by Jeff McCoy)
Q: How do you get down from an elephant? A: You don’t. You get down
from a goose.
Why is there an expiration date on sour cream? —George Carlin
Q: Why aren’t dogs good dancers? A: Because they have two left feet!
Q: Which is faster, heat or cold? A: Heat, because you can catch cold!
Q: Which dinosaur knew the most words? A: The thesaurus.
I have a fear of speed bumps, but I’m slowly getting over it.
— Rick Couchman
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Remember When in 1972
By Bob Destino
• A new house in Casta cost about $30,000.
• The monthly HOA fee was $74.50.
• A new car cost about $3,800.
• A gallon of gas cost $ .55.
• A postage stamp cost $ .08.
• You could go to the movies for $1.75.
• You could buy a dozen eggs for $ .45.
• You could buy a loaf of bread for $ .25.
• Milk cost $1.20 a gallon!
• A pound of hamburger cost $ .64.
• Coffee cost $ .99 a pound.
• Bacon cost $ .83 a pound.
• The average income was $12,000 per year.
If you can remember these prices, you must have been an adult in 1972.

History of Facilities in Casta
1973 Rec Ctr 1 buildings and pool built by the Mission Viejo Company
1978 Development of Rec Ctr 2 by the Mission Viejo Company
1979 Shuffleboard Pavilion built by Mission Viejo Company
1979 New gate and guard house built at Gate 1
1984 Lawn Bowling Pavilion built (Mission Viejo Company contributed $5,000)
1987 Chipping area created with donation of $3,600 from golf course
1987	Fiesta Room Sales Office turned over to CdS HOA from the Mission Viejo
Company
1991	Proposal by Greenbelt Committee to create a drought-tolerant California
Natural Plant Garden in a portion of the Game Field that became the
Heritage Garden
1993 Renovation of the Heritage Room
1996 Installed Shower, locker room, restroom building at Rec Ctr 2
2009 Relocated Gate 1 closer to the golf course
2011 Garden room renovation
2015	Grand opening November 6 of renovated pool, patio, and new firepits at
Rec Ctr 1
2016 Grand Opening on January 8 of renovated library
2017 Upgrade of Maintenance Yard
2018 Remodel of Rec Ctr 2 shower rooms/bathrooms
2019 Renovation of Vista Room
2020 Renovation of Rec Ctr 1 restrooms

History of The Vegetable Garden
By Liz Rickett
The Casta del Sol Vegetable Garden
Club began as a three-acre truck pad
used to park the vehicles that worked
on constructing the roads in Casta.
In 1979 three couples, Art and Clista
Thompson, Joe and Susan Kotula, and
Ray and Liz Dooley requested that
the Board of Directors turn over this
land for use as a vegetable garden.
The Board granted the request and 94
plots were formed, each measuring 20

by 20 feet. Over time as the garden
became more popular, additional land
was granted to the garden. The current
Vegetable Garden is now four acres,
made up of 145 plots, 133 full plots
and 22 half plots.
Through the years, volunteers from
the Vegetable Garden Club have made
many improvements. In addition to
providing a place to garden, the club
hosts social activities, clean up days,

and master gardener classes. The club
asks members to contribute surplus
produce to charity. At one time there
was even a Rabbit Brigade where members came down to the garden early in
the morning with pots and spoons to
make noise and scare off the rabbits.
Vegetable Garden members not only
enjoy working in the dirt, they also
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reap incredible produce. For example,
in 2010, Sara Henninger grew a 32 lb.
pumpkin and in 1994 Joyce Sawaya
grew a 22 1/2 lb. Alaskan cabbage. Jim
Iliyama and Richard Briley both earned
Blue Ribbons in 1996 at the Orange
County Fair for vegetables they grew
in the Casta vegetable garden.

History of the Heritage Room
By Debra Friedman
The Rec Ctr 2 building was redone
in March 1993 to provide a “warm,
friendly atmosphere” to 14 different
groups and private parties, according
to Casta Courier issues at that time.
The Heritage Room was given its
name in 2008, previously called the
Rec Ctr 2 room. Based on the Master
Plan Committee guidelines, the Heritage Room was designated for certain
activities.
In the early 2000s, the Heritage Room
was used by the Woodcarvers group.
Due to their tools, many of the tables
had cuts and gouges. Casta del Sol
resident, Jean Vanderford, made it her
mission to renovate the clubhouse. She
addressed the Board with her plans and

was given a budget of $10,000. With
these funds, new floors, mini-blinds,
closet doors, appliances, counter tops,
and all new tables and chairs were purchased. Jean and her crew painted the
walls and placed a border around the
room. They also hung artwork that she
created, depicting the different groups
that use the Heritage Room including
card games, Mah Jongg, greeting card
designing, crafts, Bible study, and the
Heritage Garden Club. At this time, the
woodcarvers group were moved to the
Arts and Crafts building. The Grand
Opening for the renovated Heritage
Room was April 13, 2008 with Jean
Vanderford, Ann Loranger, Harriet
Continued on page 22
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History of the Heritage Garden
By Liz Rickett and Debra Friedman, photo by Kip Isbell

The area before it became the Heritage Garden
The Heritage Garden is one of many
gems in Casta del Sol. This four-acre
botanical wonderland was developed,
planned for, planted, paid for, and
maintained by volunteers. Once a lowly
weed patch, bordered by an asphalt
walking path, it has been converted to
a beautiful botanical garden.

The garden was conceived of in 1991,
when a few residents suggested taking
several acres of a scrub brush and weed
infested plot of unused land to create a
native plant garden. The leaders of this
effort were Jane and Chuck Morse, who
were aided by Shirley and John Garsch,
Ray Biffle, Carolyn Briggs, Jane Mint-

er, and Don and Verna Wilcox. After
the Board of Directors approved the
idea, a small test garden containing 23
plants was tended by volunteers. A few
trees - Pine, Pepper, and Ficus - were
planted in the interior. Mulch was laid
down and winding trails created. The
garden was two acres with the western
two acres covered in Acacia. At the
start, there was no water in the area
and minimal support for the concept.
In 1998, the Board approved substantial expansion of what was then known
as the Natural Garden. Plants were
added, plant identification markers
placed, and a new low-water irrigation
system installed. By the year 2000,
labels identified 242 different plants.
In 2005, the area was named The Heritage Garden. In 2006, the Greenbelt
Committee, chaired by Maye Russ,
authorized construction of a new pergola entrance to the garden, bordered
by new perennials, shrubs, and trees.
In 2009, the Heritage Garden Club
was formed, the Butterfly Garden
was dedicated, and the Cactus Garden
was expanded. In 2012, the area was
expanded to the five acres it currently
inhabits. The grounds now include the
South African, Geranium, Zen, Woodland, and Outback Gardens as well as a
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Rancho Building with a beautiful patio.
The Heritage Garden Club, initiated
by Harriet Behrens, is comprised of
residents who love and support the
garden with their hard labor of watering, digging, planting, pruning, and
keeping the grounds neat. There are
many recent and current heroes in the
legacy of the Heritage Garden, and
we are fortunate to have this amazing
feature of Casta del Sol supported by
volunteers.

History of the Heritage
Room
Continued from page 21

Behrens and Wayne Block leading the
charge.
There are also residents who walk
the garden in the morning, and meet
in the room for coffee. The only small
clubhouse with a kitchen, the Heritage
Room is useful for many types of
functions.
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The History of Casta Clubs

By Debra Friedman
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Month” designation in the newspaper.
The Woodcarvers Club moved into the
Heritage Room in 1987 and was later
relocated to the Arts & Crafts room.
In addition to Men’s Golf and the
current Travel Golf and Chippers, there
used to be the Tee-Offs Club, the Ladies Golf Club, and the Half-Rounders.

Other sports-related clubs that existed
for a while were the Aerobics Club,
Hiking Club, and the Tai Chi Ch’uan
Club. The Volleyball Club took place
for several years, playing on the court
at a Game Field in Rec Ctr 2. There
was a short-lived Badminton Club and
also a Ski Club.

Casta del Sol Hiking Club (1973)
Both Shuffleboard and Men’s Golf
claim the status as the first club formed
in Casta del Sol in 1972. Other longtime clubs starting in the 1970s include:
Las Damas, Vegetable Garden, and the
Fishing Club. The Italian American
Club formed in 1986 and the Variety
Club began in 1990. As of 1993 there
were 34 clubs.

Before Casta Creatives, there was
the Art League, and other art groups
including Tole Painting at various
times in the past 20 years. The first
art league class in stained glass was
in March 1973. There was also a Knit
Wits Club and a Sewing Club. Artistic
endeavors were so popular that for
many years there was an “Artist of the

Shuffleboard and Golf (1974)

Continued on page 24
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The History of Casta Clubs
Continued from page 23

Various forms of dance were popular with defunct clubs including the
Casta Twirlers Square Dance Club, the
Casta Cloggers, the Ballroom Dance
Club, Western Contra Dance Club,
Tappers R Us, and the Line Dancing
Boot Scooters. Before the Strummers,
there were the Choralistics, the Casta
Chorale, and the Casta del Sol Ukulele
group. There was also the Mary Martin
Chapter of the Performing Arts Center
at CdS. In 2011, a new club was proposed for Jamming Boomers to play
rock music.
As far as Bridge groups, there were
the Singles Bridge and the Marathon
Bridge Groups. Other card games have
morphed as well. There was a Canasta
Club and a PAN Club. Prior to today’s
Book Clubs there was a Readers Club
and a Book Worms Club. Bingo was
a regularly scheduled activity, and the
Chess Club was in full force.
Travel experiences were the focus
of the Armchair Travelers, the Casta
del Sol RV Club (aka Casta Cruisers),
and the Voyager’s Club. Technology
related clubs included the Amateur
Radio Club (aka Ham Radio), the
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Computer Club, the Camera Club
(which morphed into the Camera and
Camcorder Club), a Video Club and a
Digital Photography Club. Food related
clubs included the Dine Out Club that
visited dinner theaters, and the Gourmet Demonstration Club.
Other past clubs focused on discussions including Investors, the Writers,
Forum Study, Women’s Discussion,
Women’s Support, Attitudinal Healing,
Neighbor-to-Neighbor, Widows and
Widowers, and a Bereavement Support
Group.
Some other specialty clubs that did
not survive were the Hearing Impaired
(HI) Club, the Stamp Club (also the
Philatelic group), the Spanish Club,
the Antique Club, the New York/New
Jersey Club, Los Viejos Amigos, the
Masonic Club, and the popular Las
Flores Garden Club.
Today we have the Water Exercise
Club, but years ago the Water Lilies
met at 6:30 in the morning and there
were the Aquacizers. The most unique
was the original Casta sport of Bobble
Ball played at Pool 2. According to an
article in 1996, “bobblers could be seen
having ‘fun in the sun’ every warm day
from 2 to 3 p.m.”
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Casta del Sol Trivia
Early Casta History
• Original owners included: Bob and
Vivian Moore, John and Virginia
Terchrow, Jay and Olga Stearn,
Elmo and Margueirte Meredith,
Jim Pritchard, Marie Gross, Wilson
Abbott, John Bolger, Dorothy Kearney, Edna Lowcock.
• A program to paint houses was
instituted in 1974/75.
• Preferential fees and tee times were
given to CdS residents at the golf
course, although the Mission Viejo
Company owned the facility.

Changes/Enhancements in
Casta del Sol
• There was an interest in creating a
dog park in 2006 in what is now the
Heritage Garden.
• Plans for a fifth gate off Olympiad,
which was originally used by construction vehicles, was eliminated
in 1994.
•New age restrictions went into effect
January 1, 1985, changing from 45
years of age to 55 years of age (with
a cohabitant of 45 years allowed).
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This change was due to state regulations as to what constituted an
“age-restricted community.”
•The HOA discontinued replacing
roofs of homeowners January 1,
1985.
• Pickleball was originally played at
Rec Ctr 1 between horse shoe pits
and shuffleboard pavilion. In 2015,
this activity was moved to the tennis
courts at Rec Ctr 2.
•The Heritage Garden was one of
44 gardens on the Mary Lou Heard
Memorial Garden Tour in 2012, with
550 visitors attending. The Heritage
Garden earned $637 from the Heard
Foundation.

Fun Times at Casta del Sol
• There was a Game Field described
as “an excellent open area” in what
is now the Heritage Garden. But it
was also used for volleyball and
had a number of exercise stations.
The exercise stations were removed
in 1989.
• There used to be monthly barbecues organized by the management
where residents would bring their
own meats and the recreation staff

provided the sides. Entertainment
such as a movie, a square dance, or
card game followed.
• Parties were often referred to as
“dinner dances,” where the women
wore long dresses and men came
attired in suits.

Historical facts about the Board
of Casta del Sol:
• In 1973, there were five directors on
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the HOA, three from the Mission
Viejo Company.
• U ntil 2001, there was only one
woman who was President of the
Board.
•In 1978, the Board increased to
seven members.
• In the first 30 years, a total of 51
men and 17 women served on the
CdS Board.

The History of Lawn Bowling Pavilion
By Liz Rickett
The Lawn Building Pavilion at Rec
Ctr 2 was built in 1984. Funds for this
structure were donated by the Marcellus L. Joslyn Foundation.
Marcellus Linsey Joslyn was born
in Illinois. When he was a student at
Harvard Law School, he built his own
telephone line to his parents’ home and
established the Citizens Telephone Co.
In the early 1950s, Joslyn worked with
airframe manufacturers, and recruited
electronics engineers to design and
develop product lines. Although trained
as a lawyer, he preferred business ventures and was the founder of the Joslyn

Manufacturing and Supply Company,
an electrical supply firm.
Joslyn became a wealthy entrepreneur who after retirement in Southern
California in 1947, became involved
in real estate, lawn bowling, mountain
climbing, and philanthropy. In 1960,
he founded the Marcellus L. Josyln
Foundation and donated several million dollars to senior citizen centers,
hospitals, colleges, and other groups
throughout Southern California. Many
Southern California bowling clubs carry the Joslyn name. Joslyn was elected
to the US Lawn Bowls Hall of Fame.
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IN MEMORIAM
Milton Glass
Chuck Robinson
Rosa Robinson
Raymond Waggoner

- Courier Committee Members and Staff Board Liaison
Courier Chair
Courier Associate Chair
Editor-in-Chief
Secretary
Section Editors:
Association News
Bulletin Board
Casta Connections
Clubs
Committees
Opinions
People, Places and Events
Sports
Columnists:
On The Road Again
Small Talk
What’s Cooking
Feature Writers:

Linda Silverman
Fran Morgan
Kip Isbell
Judy Clendenin
Debra Friedman

dirsilverman71@yahoo.com
Fmorgan17@cox.net
kipisbell@live.com
jlclendenin@gmail.com
debrafriedman0@gmail.com

April Wilsey
Al Guild
Donna Guild
Debra Friedman
Bob Destino
Kip Isbell
Fran Morgan
Bob Destino

aprilincal@gmail.com
alguild@earthlink.net
donnaguild@earthlink.net
debrafriedman0@gmail.com
bobdestino@outlook.com
kipisbell@live.com
Fmorgan17@cox.net
bobdestino@outlook.com

Debra Friedman
Dorothy Frances
Linda Brockmiller
Bob Destino
Debra Friedman
Jeff McCoy
Fran Morgan
Liz Rickett
Jo Steciuk
Fred Lake
Jeff McCoy
Kip Isbell
Bob Destino
Donna Guild
Dottie Lewis
Evelyn Rothert
Judy Barrett
Suzanne Moore
David Ankeny

Staff Photographers:
Photo Coordinator:
Proofreaders:

Delivery Preparations:

debrafriedman0@gmail.com
dfranceswrites@yahoo.com
LindaBrock@cox.net
bobdestino@outlook.com
debrafriedman0@gmail.com
jmactr1@gmail.com
Fmorgan17@cox.net
lizrickett@me.com
beejul@cox.net
lakebcbc@gmail.com
jmactr1@gmail.com
kipisbell@live.com
bobdestino@outlook.com
donnaguild@earthlink.net
dottielewis19@gmail.com
erothert@sbcglobal.net
lvbarretts20@gmail.com
jsmoore830@gmail.com
candyman803@gmail.com

Courier Volunteers
Calling All Stuffers!
We will meet on Wednesday, August 31 at 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room
to prepare the Courier for delivery. Please contact Kip Isbell at kipisbell@
live.com if you are interested in helping.
Donna Agmon
David Ankeny
Judy Barrett
Richard Blumenthal
Barbara Brantley
Ree Brickman
Connie Campanille
Mike Carr
Joan Corbin
Jayne Freed
Debra Friedman
Barbara Harris

Elaine Isbell
Kip Isbell
Jerry Jankowski
Nancy Jankowski
Fred Lake
Shelly Lethio
Glenda Lindahl
Ann Loranger
Deb McCoy
Beverly McKeon
Susan McKeon
Fran Morgan

Rita Mueller
Linda Nohe
Judy Paskey
Liz Rickett
Richard Scott
Myrna Smith
Randy Smith
Marlene Solem
Nancy Solten
Mary Ann Stave
Don Stoddard
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When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working
together to get your home sold fast! We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary
in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.
Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you!

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Jacqueline

Tom

Debbie

TEAM WORK * PROFESSIONALISM * PERSONAL SERVICE

CONTACT US TODAY AT:

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
OF YOUR HOME!

949-310-3672

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON
ALL ESCROW SERVICES!

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services /
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary
Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs

