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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

Casta’s  2021 
Accomplishments

Each year brings new opportu-
nities and challenges, and 2021 
might have brought one of the 
bigger challenges we have had to 
face due to COVID-19. Despite the 
challenges, the Association was 
able to take on many projects and 
accomplish a great deal with the 
help of our volunteers. 

As we get ready for another year, 
I wanted to take a moment and re-
flect on the prior year’s successes 
at Casta del Sol. 2021 was a terrific 
year as far as items accomplished. 
Inserted in the Courier you will 
find a list with some of the high-
lighted accomplishments. There 
were more, but they couldn’t fit on 
two pages.

President’s
Message
Randy 
Thompson, 
President

By the time you 
read this article 
you will have re-
ceived your annual mailing of next 
year’s budget, the reserve study 
and other statutorily required doc-
uments. I am sure that you noticed 
that as of January 1, 2022 the 
monthly dues will go from $444 a 
month to $498 a month, an increase 
of 12.16%.

Believe me when I tell you that 
the Board is painfully aware of how 
these increases affect individuals in 
our community. Board members 
are part of this community too, and 
the increase will impact us as well. 
It has been suggested that some 
of our contractors should be paid 
less so that our dues won’t go up. 
While this sounds like a plausible 

The highly anticipated November 
Las Damas luncheon was sold 

out the first day tickets were offered 
for sale. This was the first luncheon in 
nearly two years due to the pandemic. 
Groups of friends from previous years 

and new friends who wanted to ex-
perience this popular event rushed to 
sign up. Although similar parties have 
reemerged over the past few weeks, 
Las Damas has a flair all its own.

For one thing, it’s a women’s only 
event, giving it the ambiance of 
old-fashioned tea parties. Women will 
often dress up for these luncheons in 
their best tea party finery. The warm 

Las Damas 2021 Officers Regulars and new attendees

Casta del Sol residents have a 
chance to celebrate the winter 

holidays by attending the Variety Club 
show. Santa and Mrs. Claus On Vaca-
tion will leave you laughing, tapping 
your feet, and singing songs. The holly 
jolly pair will take a vacation to visit 
key places around the world. Over 20 
Variety Club members will participate. 
There will be songs, dances, skits, and 
more from the enthusiastic performers. 
Make sure to attend in the Vista Room 
on December 18 at 3 p.m. or December 
19 at 7 p.m. Tickets are on sale until 
December 14.

Bear Sanchez as Santa and Barb 
Turino as Mrs. Claus

David & Donna Huber barbecue Bratwurst.

The Oompah Band of O.C. played polkas and other 
oom-pah-pah music.

The Oktoberfest, held an-
nually in Munich, Germany, 
runs from mid to late Sep-
tember to the first Sunday 
in October. During the 16- 
to18-day folk festival, nearly 
two million gallons of beer 
are served. At the Vegeta-
ble Garden Club’s Annual 
Oktoberfest, held Saturday, 
October 2, less than 10 gal-
lons of beer were consumed. 
Along with a variety of beers, 
beverage connoisseur John Hartog also 
dispensed wine, sodas and water. The 
event was organized by garden social 
chair Lynne Shelly, 
with garden club 
members provid-
ing setup, prepa-
ration, service and 
teardown. While 
Ken Osborn and 
David Huber barbe-
cued a selection of 
bratwursts, Nancy 
Alexovics, Don-
na Huber and An-
neliese Nicsinger, 
dressed in Dirndls, 
served soft pretzels 

to 125 guests. Attendees then enjoyed 
a traditional Oktoberfest meal of sauer-
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 30 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Opinion letters must also be sub-
mitted by email by the eighth and 
may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets at 
9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room the 
second Wednesday of the month.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 30

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Secretary: Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Treasurer: Matt Loftus mloft107@gmail.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Joseph Hachadoorian  joecdsbod@gmail.com
 Marci Smith marcitaylorsmith@gmail.com

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Licensed
Contractors

I get calls from homeowners asking 
for help finding someone to perform 
services at their homes. I will always 
recommend hiring a licensed contrac-
tor. The reply I sometimes receive is 
they charge too much. My response is 
always the same; I agree but remind 
them that licensed contractors must pay 
for taxes, insurance, benefits and still 
make a profit. 

In California, anyone who contracts 
to perform work that is valued at $500 
or more for labor and materials must 
hold a current, valid license for the 
specialty for which he or she is con-
tracting. Unlicensed contractors pose a 
risk to your financial security because 
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idea, one has to consider what one is 
willing to give up to keep the dues 
from rising too much. Should we give 
up landscaping, tree trimming, road 
improvements, etc.? We have an aging 
community, and our facilities must be 
kept up to ensure that our community 
remains aesthetically pleasing and our 
home values remain competitive.

You may ask yourself why the 
monthly dues keep increasing from 
year to year. The simple answer to that 
question is that the cost of everything 
it takes to run this $11.5 million HOA 
continues to increase. One of our big-
gest budget increases is related to utili-
ties, particularly water and trash. These 
are items that are outside the control of 
the Board. Your Board is required to 
present a budget that fairly represents 
what current and future costs will be to 
run the HOA. Trust me when I say that 
this is an unpleasant reality for us all.

I am sure that you have noticed that 
the cost of your gas, groceries, insur-
ance, etc. continues to rise on a regular 
basis. It is the same with HOA expens-
es and vendor contracts. Many of the 
prices that are on the rise are related 
to the pandemic, which in turn, has 
caused supply chain and labor short-
ages, snowballing into price and rate 
hikes. Certainly not a silver lining, but 
help is on the horizon. Cost increases 
are being recognized by the Social 
Security Administration and they will 
be increasing payments by 5.9% next 
year. This represents the largest raise 
since 1982.

Let’s look to a brighter future for us 
all in the coming years.

See you here next month.

The Casta accomplishments could 
not have been achieved if it weren’t 
for our great committees and structure. 
The contributions made this past year 
were essential to the Association’s suc-
cess in helping the Board of Directors 
make informed decisions that shape 
the community for years to come. The 
Board of Directors is proud of the ac-
complishments achieved in 2021 and 
looks forward to a productive 2022. If 
you would like an additional copy of 
the committee accomplishments, you 
may pick it up at Rec Ctr 1. On behalf 
of the entire community, thank you 
committees and volunteers for all you 
have done and continue to do for Casta.

Annual Statements/ Coupon Books

In December, you will receive your 
HOA annual statements. We strongly 
encourage you to review the statement. 
Many homeowners are surprised to 
discover they have either over or un-
derpaid their monthly assessments and 
they actually have a credit or unpaid 
balance. By reviewing your statement, 
homeowners can make corrections to 
their accounts as needed.

Reminder: signing up for automatic 
payments means your assessment will 
be withdrawn from your account the 
first week of each month, taking the 
hassle out of remembering to write 
the monthly assessment check. Your 
HOA assessment is due the 1st of each 
month and is late if the Association 
bank hasn’t received payment by the 
15th. Please take note of these dates to 
avoid any late charges.

The 2022 coupon books will be sent 
to homeowners in late December. If 
you have recently moved in or have 
changed your mailing address, please 
contact the administration office to 
update your mailing address. If you 
have any questions, please contact your 
administration team at (949) 837-4073.

Happy Holidays

Your Powerstone Staff would like to 
wish all Casta del Sol residents a very 
happy and healthy holiday season. We 
feel blessed to be a part of your won-
derful community.

they expose you to significant financial 
harm in the event of injury or property 
damage. Few unlicensed contractors 
have bonding or workers compensation 
insurance.

Ten tips for making sure your con-
tractor measures up:
 1. Hire only licensed contractors.

 2.  Check the contractor’s license 
number by calling (800) 321-
2752 or go to the website for the 
Contractors State License Board 
at www.cslb.ca.gov.

 3. Get at least three references.

 4. Get at least three bids.

 5.  Get a written contract and do not 
sign anything until you completely 
understand the terms.

 6.  Pay no more than 10% down or 
$1,000, whichever is less.

 7.  Don’t let payments get ahead of 
work and keep records of your 
payments.
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Continued on page 9

**For a copy of the October 2021 Treasurer’s Report, refer to castadelsol.com, 
Recreation Center bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

October Treasurer’s Report
Total HOA Assets as of October 31, 2021 are $6,075,508, a decrease of 
$635,282 from last month. This includes the following:

•  Operating Cash is $1,045,644. This balance includes $168,269 in cash, 
$577,375 of funds invested in a money market account and $300,000 invested 
in three CDs with interest rates between .05 and .10%.

•  Reserve Cash is $4,779,811. This includes $1,481,904 invested in a money 
market account, and $3,400,000 invested in seventeen CDs with interest rates 
between .05 and 1.70% plus prepaid tax and interest. On October 12, the HOA 
purchased three 12-month $200,000 CDs. Two of these CDs have .15% inter-
est rates and were purchased from State Bank India and Eaglemark Savings. 
The third CD was purchased from Devon Bank and has a .10% interest rate.

•  Capital Fund balance is $74,954. This fund increases by $3,854 per month 
by budgeting $2 per month per homeowner, plus interest. The CC&Rs au-
thorize a Capital Fund expenditure of up to $308,600 during the fiscal year. 
Year-to-Date (YTD) we have spent $40,453 for a copier and cameras for 
Gates 1 and 2.

•  Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $67,406 and an allowance for 
Bad Debt of $37,514.

The following is a summary of our operating category expenses for the first 
nine months of 2021.

ITEM YTD YTD YTD
 ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

General
Administration $977,031 $1,084,740 +$107,709

Land
Maintenance $2,427,780 $2,506,316 +$78,536

Recreation/
Lifestyle $332,815 $382,074 +$49,259

Repairs and
Maintenance $209,369 $235,326 +$25,957

Traffic Control $657,724 $656,520 (-$1,204)

Utilities $1,462,486 $1,174,818 (-$287,668)

TOTALS:
Before Reserves $6,067,205 $6,039,795 (-$27,410)

The following is a selection of our operating category expenses for the month 
of October.

General & Administrative:
•  Insurance: monthly expense is $5,092, which is $323 over budget. It 

is expected that HOA insurance costs will greatly increase next year 
due in part to state and countrywide natural disasters and increasing 
property values.

•  Legal Fees monthly expense is $3,395, which is $2,438 under budget.

•  Administrative Salaries are under budget due to a reduction in staff. 
These savings along with reductions in Land Maintenance will help 
offset the overage in Utilities.

Land Maintenance:
•  Tree Planting is $8,704, which is $8,355 over budget. This is due to 

planting trees after removal of dead and dying trees. YTD, this category 
is under budget.

Repairs & Maintenance:
•  Plumbing Repairs is $1,775, which is $1,000 under budget.

Utilities:
•  Water is is $110,427, which is $12,936 under budget. YTD, expenses 

are over budget by $160,000 due to water increases.

Board Meeting Highlights
November 18, 2021

The Board:
•  Approved Treasurer Matt Loftus’s financial report as presented. (See Trea-

surer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved the engagement of auditor Mike Fitzgerald to prepare and com-
plete the audit and tax returns for the year ending December 31, 2021, at a 
total cost not to exceed $5,400.

•  Approved the revised scope of work for Steiner Studio, the design firm for 
Building D, at no change in cost per option #2, so that Steiner Studio can 
go out to bid for the construction of Building D, with the scope of work as 
outlined in the report.

•  Received and filed the Traffic Committee’s amended rules and regulations 
for a future updating of the Rules and Regulations.

•  Approved updating the Alternative Dispute Resolution policy as outlined 
in the report and approved including the policy in the 2022 budget mailing.

•  Approved and ratified the invoices from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) 
for repairing sewer lines due to common area tree root intrusion at 23423 El 
Greco, 27696 Calle Valdes, and 23651 Via Garfias for a total of $18,970.

•  Approved the contract for Nordic Security Services to provide gate and 
patrol services for Casta del Sol HOA at a cost not to exceed $65,675 per 
month for an annual cost not to exceed $788,100 for the period from January 
1, 2022, through December 31, 2022.

•  Approved updating the Policy for the Formation and Operation of Casta 
del Sol clubs per the changes outlined in the report.

•  Reviewed the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines due to 
COVID-19, Version 15. There were no changes.

General Manager Josh Hodosh:
•  Reported there are 34 delinquent properties for a total of $47,715.65. One 

of the two properties in foreclosure has entered into a payment agreement.

•  Thanked all the committee chairs for their work this year. A list of committee 
accomplishments will be included with the next Casta Courier.

•  Thanked Valerie Hanich for her work getting eblasts out to residents. These 
emails are a method for better communication.

•  Announced that the year ends with the budget and the reserves in good 
shape. The association will not be seeking loans at this time.

•  Reported that Waste Management is distributing new containers to all res-
idents. If there are problems, please provide Josh with the address and the 
issue to be resolved.

•  Announced that the City of Mission Viejo is processing the request for 
reimbursement to Casta del Sol for the sinkhole repairs at gate 3.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported 259 landscape 
maintenance requests for the month, and 3,507 for 2021. The Metropolitan 
Water District has approved the rebate of 23,807 square feet of turf.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported on ongoing 
and completed repairs.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich  reported there were 13 new residents 
processed last month. Tickets for the New Year’s Eve party will go on sale 
December 1. The room reservations for 2022 are needed from clubs and 
activities.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on December 
16 at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room. The next workshop meeting will be held on 
December 2, 2021, at 9 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

The role of maintenance service is 
to maintain and enhance the quality 
of the HOA’s common areas via the 
management of required repairs and 
preventative maintenance.  Included 
in this duty is enforcement of rules 
and covenants, support of initiatives, 
as well as the management of projects 
and capital improvements.

It is important to understand the 
process of how projects are identified, 
funded, and who determines when they 
are completed. All projects are deter-
mined by a community committee such 
as Facilities, Architectural, Traffic, 
Greenbelt, etc., which make recom-
mendations to the Board of Directors 
(BoD) for review and final approval. 
Once a project is approved, the BoD 
provides direction to the HOA’s con-
tracted management team.

Please note, the HOA’s Board may 
consider staff and member(s) input; 

however, it is the Board that has the 
legal authority to make maintenance 
decisions related to the common areas. 

There are many reasons why mem-
bers do not legally vote on common 
area repair decisions. Members are 
not fiduciaries to one another or to the 
Association, so they are free to vote in 
their own self-interest without regard 
to the community. They may ignore 
expert recommendations in favor of 
subjective biases or beliefs, or ignore 
costs or harm to others in favor of 
their own interests. Because they are 
not fiduciaries and because their votes 
are secret, they have no collective or 
individual responsibility for their votes, 
and no personal liability for damages 
arising from joint ownership of the 
common areas as long as the Associ-
ation maintains the insurance required 
by Civil Code §5805.

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,

(949) 215-1955
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Vegetable Garden Party: Oktoberfest

The Freunds, Brigitte, in a Dirndl, 
and Werner, in Lederhosen, wear 
authentic Oktoberfest costumes.

No Oktoberfest celebration would be complete without the Chicken Dance.

Vegetable Garden Club members 
(L-R): Anneliese Nicsinger, Donna 
Huber and Nancy Alexovics assisted 
with meal service.

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

 8.  Don’t make the final payment until 
you are satisfied with the job.

 9. Don’t pay cash.

 10.  Keep a job file of all papers relating 
to your project.

The Contractors State License Board 
website is also an excellent place to 
start your search for the right contractor 
for the right job.

The HOA is not responsible for any-
one advertising in either the CdS phone 
directory or Casta Courier. Owners 
must do their own diligence.

kraut, purple cabbage, potato salad, dill 
pickles, rye bread and bratwurst (pork, 
chicken or vegan). Mike Scheslinger 
and Shelly Kirsch assisted with the 
buffet-style meal service. For dessert, 
a classic apple strudel was served.

After dinner, the Oompah Band of 
Orange County entertained party-goers 
with polkas, waltzes, and even a couple 
of line dance numbers. When the tradi-
tional Oktoberfest Chicken Dance song 
was played, Debra Friedman provided 
instruction to the brave souls who 

tried the dance. A few beers made the 
attempt to move like a chicken easier.

The Oktoberfest party also served as 
an annual meeting for the Vegetable 
Garden Club. In her state of the garden 
speech, Vice President Lynne Crum 
indicated that all garden plots were 
occupied and that a waiting list exists. 
A new slate of officers will be selected 
in November. Crum encouraged club 
members to volunteer for a position on 
the club board.

Continued from page 1
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

December 2021
Agmon, Donna & Arie .....................27922 Calle Casal ....... (818) 383-1723
 Reseda, CA
Breidy, Antoine ................................28142 Calle Casal ....... (702) 666-2228
 Temecula, CA
Cheng, Harrison & Rebecca ............28427 Buena Vista ...... (949) 613-0542
 Laguna Woods, CA
Christiansen, Norman & Sue ...........Unlisted ....................... (559) 304-9394
 Fresno, CA
Evans, John ......................................28344 Alava ................ (949) 903-0834
 San Juan Capistrano, CA
Foster, Pamela ..................................23465 Villena.............. (808) 388-5911
 Mission Viejo, CA
Gricius, Ramona ..............................Unlisted ....................... (818) 631-6624
 Burbank, CA
Grindley, Marilyn & John ................27865 Espinoza ........... (213) 280-3756
 San Clemente, CA
Kelsoe, Lamar ..................................28286 Zurburan .......... (949) 830-2900
 Mission Viejo, CA
Mazkoori, Lila & Hamid ..................28396 Buena Vista ...... (812) 760-6463
 Newburgh, IN
Powell, Jerry & Mary .......................27716 Via Granados ... (562) 355-1881
 La Habra, CA
Robinson, William & Mary .............23845 Villena.............. (760) 596-7414
 Helendale, CA
Rohlinger, Patricia ...........................27855 Espinoza ........... (424) 263-7007
 Lomita, CA
Scanlon, Laura .................................28254 Borgona............ (949) 290-1228
 Laguna Hills, CA
Sorokin, Jack & Shawn ....................23861 Via Maragall .... (714) 930-6631
 Placentia, CA
Sultani, Susan ...................................27771 Via Rivas ......... (949) 200-2010
 Laguna Hills, CA

Directory change

Coakley, Pamela ..............................28275 Zurburan .......... (310) 408-7707

News You Can Use
Residents Are Asking . . .
Q.  How do I get my question answered by the Board at a meeting or at 

a workshop?
A.  In some cases, an issue of clarification can be answered at that time. But in 

most cases, the management company and Board take the question under 
advisement and later issue a response by email to the homeowner.

Q.  Why can’t the Board members answer certain questions during Board 
meetings and workshops?

A.  The Davis-Stirling Act, which is observed by HOAs, has very strict re-
quirements about Board members addressing residents. Please look at 
code section 4930 for more information.

Q. Why do Board meetings last so long at times?
A.  The Board members cannot take action on items of business outside of 

Board meetings. The discussions often take place for the first time during 
the Board workshop or Board meeting.

Q. How do I participate in Homeowner Forums at Board meetings?
A.  At the beginning of a Board workshop or meeting, you can fill out a form 

stating that you want to ask a question of the Board. You may ask it during 
the portion of the meeting assigned to resident comments. Residents must 
state their name and address and are limited to three minutes.

Casta del Sol Homeowners As-
sociation has achieved almost fifty 
years of success as a top Active 
Adult Community for various rea-
sons. However, the number one 
reason for our success is our devoted 
volunteers. The Association can use 
your help.

Casta has 13 committees which 
are comprised of a chair, vice or 
co-chair, secretary and a number 
of committee members. The ideas 
and recommendations made by the 
committees shape the Association 
for today and off into the future.

Casta is a wonderful community 
made up of great people, and now 
is the perfect time to show your 
commitment and get involved. No 
experience is necessary. Our chairs 
do their best to train interested res-
idents in the requirements of their 
specific committee.

Casta committees include Archi-
tectural, Budget and Finance, Cou-
rier, Election, Facilities, Greenbelt, 
Insurance, Library, Social, Traffic, 
Travel, Welcome, and the Reserve 
Committee. If any of these commit-
tees interest you or you would like 
more information, please contact 
one of the committee chairs directly. 
Contact information is on page nine 
of the phone book or you can call 
the Rec Ctr 1 office at (949) 455-
4681 and staff will be happy to get 
you the proper contact information. 
The Association requests that if 
you are interested, you need to fill 
out a Committee Interest Form and 
provide it to the committee chair or 
place it in the committee file. Both 
the form and file are located in the 
Rec Ctr 1 office.

Committee Volunteers Needed
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
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October Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

•  Trash and Recycling Service is $32,386, which is $13,053 over bud-
get because of the unexpected price increase from Waste Management.

Treasurer’s Comments:
Starting on January 2022, Homeowner’s monthly assessments will be $498 

per month and that provides an annual assessment income of $11,515,762. 
The thirteen line items in Land Maintenance along with Water are budgeted 
to consume $4,502,429, or 39%, of our 2022 annual assessment income. This 
equates to $194.70 of the $498 homeowner monthly assessment for 2022.

Landscape is one of the primary assets in our community, and there are many 
valid perspectives on how we choose to maintain it. I recognize our Greenbelt 
Committee has already initiated numerous changes including introduction 
of drought-tolerant and fire-resistant alternatives to grass. I am, however, 
concerned that the future cost of maintaining our current landscape may not 
be viable given projections on climate change and drought conditions that 
have already depleted precious water resources in California. I encourage all 
of us to identify landscape alternatives that will help mitigate what appears 
to be future increased cost for landscape maintenance and potential serious 
restrictions on water usage.  I provide this information to give homeowners 
perspective on the monthly cost of maintaining our current landscape choice.

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded November 18, 2021 the Board ap-

proved the October 31, 2021 financial statement, this Treasurer’s Report, and 
ratifies the review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers 
of funds made in this period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
Matt Loftus, Treasurer
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Checking in for the luncheon

Regulars happy to return

Las Damas Delights
Continued from page 1

atmosphere is accomplished through 
the décor, introductory soft piano mu-
sic, spiked punch, and the welcoming 
nature of President Jill Schwam.

The November 10 luncheon cele-
brated Thanksgiving. The decorations 
in fall colors were a foreshadowing of 
the upcoming holiday. The excellent 
food, catered by Martinez, consisted 
of turkey, mashed potatoes, peas, cran-
berry sauce, salad, rolls and pumpkin 
pie. The musical entertainment was 
a stand-out. Tony Odell Rogers, one 
of the favorites of CdS, thoroughly 

displayed his outgoing, energetic self. 
His voice is smooth, he incorporates 
dance moves, he has a vivacious per-
sonality, and he is adept at engaging 
the audience. In fact, a group of wom-
en joined him in front of the stage to 
sing and dance to My Girl and Hit the 
Road Jack.

Another unique aspect of The Wom-
en’s Club is the charitable nature. Las 
Damas collects money and contributes 
to families at the Camp Pendleton Ma-
rine Base.

The 130+ women attending the 
November luncheon were so enthusi-

astic that they rushed out the door to 
sign up for the following month. Las 

Damas luncheons never fail to delight 
attendees.
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Budget and Finance
In October, the Budget & Finance 

Committee (B&F) reviewed the Sep-
tember financial statements (please 
note that the financials are posted on 
the Casta del Sol Homeowners Associ-
ation website). Most areas continue to 
have a positive variance year-to-date. 
The one category that remains over 
budget is Utilities (by $290,179 YTD), 
which was expected due to unbudgeted 
fee increases in water and trash collec-
tion. The Greenbelt Committee is on 
target with its requested savings of over 
$100K. While we project a year-end 
deficit for all expenditures, we will be 
able to absorb this shortfall from prior 
years’ surplus.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. Please join us. The 
Budget and Finance Committee meets 
regularly on the third Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m. Please refer to the 
eblast for more details.

Greenbelt
At $3 per square foot, the landscape 

project currently underway on Garfias, 
Benavente and Villena will result in 
a $71,421 rebate to the Association. 
Areas totaling 23,807 square feet were 
approved by the Metropolitan Water 
District for this rebate project which re-
places turf with drought tolerant plants.

If approved by the Board in Decem-
ber, the next large landscaping project 
will be the removal of aging and woody 
Acacia on Olympiad at Jeronimo and 
continuing around the corner on to 
Jeronimo toward Gate 3. Tecomaria, 
which is more fire resistant, will be 
planted along with spots of Plumbago 
and yellow Lantana. The project is 
scheduled for early 2022.

Many, many thanks to the members 
of the Greenbelt Committee for giving 
their time and effort this year to help 
keep Casta del Sol beautiful. Thank 
you also to residents for your patience 
as the Committee has faced budget cuts 
which have resulted in some projects 
being deferred to 2022. To all, we wish 
you Happy Holidays.

 If you have a landscape concern, 
please call Pac West Land Care 
(PWLC1) at (949) 583-2705 Monday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The Greenbelt Committee meets in 
the Garden Room on the second Tues-
day of the month at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, (949) 458-1034
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

Facilities
The Facilities Committee oversees 

many ongoing community-wide proj-
ects. One of the most obvious is the 
recently completed phase of the asphalt 
paving. The yearly house painting 
project is another one (you can log 
on to castadelsol.com to view weekly 
updates on the Pilot Painting schedule). 
Concrete Solutions recently completed 
shaving down concrete trip hazards 
on the sidewalks and added new curb 
ramps where needed. Ongoing inspec-
tions of our perimeter slumpstone and 
wrought iron fencing will determine 
where repair and/or replacement is 
needed. Painting and repair of our 
many benches continues, and touchup 
painting of the community signs is also 
being done.

If you visit Rec Ctr 2, you may notice 
a lot of activity at the tennis, pickleball, 
and paddle tennis courts. All the courts 

Architectural
Hark, hear the bells, sweet silver 

bells, all seem to say, throw cares 
away. As we enter the Christmas 
season, the Architectural Committee 
hopes that everyone will indeed throw 
cares away as you enjoy the holidays 
with family and friends. In the spirit 
of the holidays, we hope everyone will 
take some time to hang a few strings of 
lights, decorate a tree, and gather for a 
little eggnog with friends and family.

A couple of reminders as we hang the 
Christmas décor: decorations can go up 
30 days before the holiday and must 
be down 15 days after. So, Christmas 
is here, bringing good cheer, to young 
and old, meek and the bold. We hope 
the old will be bold and enjoy decorat-
ing. Please remember to stop yourself 
before you enter the common area as 
lights, and decorations must stay within 
your foundation area and out of the 
trees. There is a lot of foundation area 
that can be decorated, and many of you 
are very creative so, in other words, 
decorate with abandon, and bring on 
the cheer.

One seems to hear, words of good 
cheer, from ev’rywhere, filling the air. 
We hope everyone will indeed spread 
good cheer. Oh, how they pound, 

raising the sound, o’er hill and dale, 
telling their tale, joyf’ly they ring, 
while people sing, songs of good cheer, 
Christmas is here, Merry, Merry, Mer-
ry Christmas!
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday 
season!

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Matt Loftus, Liaison

Election
The Election Committee has started 

working on preliminary 2022 elec-
tion plans. The Annual Meeting and 
Election to fill four Board of Directors 
openings will be held on June 23. The 
first meeting of the 2022 Election Com-
mittee will be on December 14. We will 
be reviewing our election calendar and 
the current Election Operating Rules. If 
any changes are required to our Elec-
tion Operating Rules, Civil Code re-
quires them to have Board approval at 
least 90 days before ballots are mailed, 
which will be no later than May 23.

The current Election Committee 
includes Bill Burfeind, Chairman, 
Barbara Harris, Inspector of Elections, 
Jayne Freed, Secretary and Myrna 
Freed, editor. Our Board Liaison is Joe 
Hachadoorian, and we get staff support 
from Josh Hodosh, our General Manag-
er, and Susan Wadsley, the Executive 
Assistant.

If you are interested in joining our 
committee, we would very much look 
forward to having others join us in the 
planning and completion of all election 
actions.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, (949) 305-4260
Joe Hachadorrian, Liaison

were recently resurfaced and repainted. 
New court lighting as well as much-im-
proved parking lot lighting has enabled 
the courts to be safely enjoyed by many 
of our residents in the evenings.

A special Facilities Committee proj-
ect group has met to review all possible 
options available to house lapidary and 
will be forwarding a recommendation 
to the Board of Directors. As soon as 
a decision is made on that recommen-
dation, the finishing of the Building 
D space as a multi-purpose room and 
temporary home for the fitness room 
should be able to move forward.

Our meetings are open to all resi-
dents, as well as on Zoom. We meet on 
the fourth Thursday of the month at 9 
a.m. in the Vista Room.

Donna Guild, Committee Member, 
(949) 446-0005

Marci Smith, Liaison
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Reserve Study
The Reserve Study for 2022 has been 

approved by our Board of Directors 
(BoD). That concludes the Reserve 
Committee’s major effort for 2021.

For the past six months, we have 
received good cooperation from the 
other seven committees on the Reserve 
Study. Some of the members were new 
to the reserve process and are now be-
ginning to realize how much work it is 
to finalize this budget. There are about 
200 line-items in the budget, but only 

Library
We have issued over 500 library 

cards so far. If you requested a card in 
the last month, you can pick it up at Rec 
Ctr 1 and start using it right away. All 
hardcover books (including the books 
with the green dots on the spine) can 
be checked out using your library card. 
Paperbacks and DVDs will continue 
to be loaned out on the honor system.

We are making plans to offer books 
to our residents in order to make room 
for new books but haven’t decided just 
when.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
A Line to Kill, Anthony Horowitz

Bewilderment, Richard Powers

Crossroads, Jonathan Franzen

Oh William!, Elizabeth Strout

Silverview, John Le Carre

State of Terror,
 Hillary R. Clinton & Louise Penny

The Book of Magic, Alice Hoffman

The Boys,
 Ron Howard & Clint Howard

The Judge’s List, John Grisham

The Lincoln Highway, Amor Towles

a few of those cause most of the bud-
geting problems. The asphalt project 
was the biggest issue and had the most 
influence on the budget.

Another problem is with Rec Ctr 1 
renovations. This task did not proceed 
as it was intended because our BoD 
had difficulty deciding what to do with 
the Fitness Center. All decisions about 
its location have significant financial 
considerations, some large and some 
very large. There is no indication today 
as to when a decision will be made so 
the Reserve Study waits until 2022.

I want to thank all the people in-
volved with the making of this budget. 
They are very special folks; we could 
not do a reasonable job without them. 
Also, I want to recognize Bill Burfeind, 
our Reserve Committee Vice Chair, for 
his efforts in working with the teams 
to document the data. If it was not for 
his knowledge of reserves and of the 
Excel software, we might not know 
what we are doing.

Bill Swift, Chair, (714) 815-3631
Matt Loftus, Liaison

Large Print:
A Cup of Silver Linings,
 Karen Hawkins

A Darker Reality, Anne Perry

A Quiet Little Town, William Johnstone

Cul de Sac, Joy Fielding

Her Rodeo Rancher, M. K. Stelmack

Mary Jane, Jessica Anya Blau

Ridgeline, Michael Punke

The Finisher, Peter Lovesay

The Santa Suit, Mary Kay Andrews

The Wish, Nicholas Sparks
Pat Vitti, Chair, (949) 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Social
Last month we hosted Taco Tuesday. 

Of course, it was a gigantic success. All 
tables were sold out. If you are new to 
Casta del Sol, you must be aware that 
all tickets to events are almost always 
sold out in the first few days.

On November 30, the Social Com-
mittee is planning a Christmas Tree 
Decorating event in the Vista Room 
at 6:30 p.m. This has always been a 
wonderful get-together and a nice event 
leading to Christmas. All are invited.

The New Year’s Eve Party is being 
scheduled and planned at this time. 
Don’t be late reserving your seats when 
they are advertised for sale. The New 
Year’s Eve Party is always a lot of fun, 
with great food, music and dancing. 

We would love to have new and long-
term residents drop by our meetings 
on the first Friday of the month at 10 
a.m. in the Garden Room. We love new 
members. Last month, we welcomed 
Joan Marie Germeroth as a new mem-
ber. Come on by.

Joan Parker, Chair, (949) 510-4000, 
Joanparker7267@gmail.com

Shelly Lethoit, Liaison 
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Travel
After meeting with the Casta del Sol 

Board of Directors during an executive 
session, they have decided to revisit the 
future procedures of the Travel Com-
mittee in six months. I explained that 
until further notice, Good Times Travel 
is only presenting two to three-month 
schedules in advance. My suggestion 
was to have our travelers book their 
own trips directly with Good Times 
Travel. If we have ten or more from 
Casta for any given trip, Good Times 
Travel will provide a bus here for 
round-trip travel. I wish I had better 
news but hopefully by next fall we’ll 
be on the road again.

The Travel Team hopes you stay 
safe and healthy; Happy Holidays to 
all. Again, thank you for your patience.

Bari Russell, Chair, (949) 309-7599
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

Welcome
Welcome as always to newcomers 

in the community. Members of the 
Welcome Committee contact new 
residents to arrange a meeting to give 
them a packet of information about the 
many programs and clubs in Casta del 
Sol and local resources, and to answer 
questions. We look forward to meeting 
each one of you. If you have not yet 
been contacted by one of our members, 
you may email me to make an appoint-
ment for a meeting.

Until we meet, welcome to Casta 
once again.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Marci Smith, Liaison

Traffic
The holidays are sneaking up on us. 

We are in the middle of the biggest 
shopping season of the year. Heavy 
traffic and heavy rain (hopefully) will 
make driving a challenge. Extra care 
is called for, especially here in Casta 
del Sol. Remember that most of the 
residents here are seniors. We can’t 
jump out of your way like we were 
once able to, so slow down and obey 
the stop signs. If you expect visitors or 
vendors, be sure to remind them of our 
25-mph speed limit (the same as it is in 
every other residential neighborhood in 
California), and that the stop signs are 

not a suggestion. If a violation is issued, 
the plumber or your brother-in-law is 
not the one who is going to pay the $100 
or $200 fine, you are! Some may think 
that isn’t fair, but we can’t track down 
your visitor and we can’t just ignore it. 
Each of us accepted that responsibility 
when we moved here; as a result, we are 
all held accountable for one another’s 
traffic safety.

I encourage all residents to attend the 
Traffic Committee meetings on the first 
Monday of every month in the Garden 
Room. If you have ideas and feel you 
can contribute to the betterment of 
your community, consider volunteer-

ing some of your time as a member of 
a committee. New faces are always a 
welcome sight.

Lynn Yeazel, Co-Chair,
(949) 582-0212 (lyhdtv@gmail.com)

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair,
(949) 367-6671 (Wilmott@cox.net)

Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison
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Spending Money
Spending money we don’t have 

doesn’t seem to be the wisest choice 
especially after raising our dues $54. 
Building D, for example, is a project in 
dispute. The Fitness Center update that 
is planned will merely be a band aid, 
not a solution. It will not alleviate our 
problems, but it will be expensive. And 
what will we gain? The same Fitness 
Center with slightly increased space 
for an inordinate amount of money. 
At the same time Facilities is attempt-
ing to find a place for Lapidary club. 
Their current solution is to place them 

in Building D in the Ceramics Room. 
The insertion of Lapidary into the Ce-
ramics Room is another example of a 
band aid. Facilities plans on spending 
a great deal of money to accommodate 
Lapidary while they are revamping the 
Fitness Center. No matter how small 
the project, it will cost money! It ap-
pears each project is a band aid instead 
of a long-term solution. We should stop 
applying band aids and save our funds 
so we can build what we really want, 
rather than settling for make do projects 
that satisfies no one.

Claudia Neill

Q. When did our contract with 
PacWest start and when does it 
end?

The above question and response 
were posted in the November Courier. 
To be totally transparent, it should be 
noted that the current contract that 
began January 1, 2021 was presented 
by Pac West with a 10% 2021 increase 
(over $200,000), with 5% increase for 
each of the next two years. This pro-
posed contract was accepted without 
competitive bid. The lack of a competi-
tive bid for the contract renewal was ob-

jected to by the Finance Committee, of 
which I was a member at the time. The 
fact that Pac West was low bidder four 
years ago is irrelevant. A 10% increase 
on the largest contract we have with a 
three-year term should have been bid. 
Even the prospect of competitive bid-
ding would probably cause Pac West 
to modify their significant increase. We 
will never know because best business 
practices and the recommendation of 
the Finance Committee were ignored.

Bob Crooks

Response to Pac West answer

Baby Boomers
The Baby Boomers Club is excited 

about starting off 2022 with a spec-
tacular party. Keep your eyes open for 
announcements on dates and details in 
eblasts, flyers, and the Casta Courier.

The Baby Boomers are planning on 
regularly scheduled events in 2022 
with our typical exceptional parties. 
Residents of all ages are welcome as 
the Baby Boomers Club heads into 
the exciting year with fabulous music, 
great food, and lots of fun.

Thanks to all who supported this club 
in the past, and welcome to all the new 
residents. For questions, please contact 

Bible Study
The Bible Club is back to meeting at 

our regular time, day, and place. Any 
resident of Casta del Sol who has an 
interest in participating in the study of 
the Bible is welcome to join us. This is 
an active group of folks from different 
churches. Our studies are varied, but 
always Bible-oriented. We examine 
and/or question the study of the day, 
but always keep the discussion on topic 
and from the Bible.

Cathy Johnson at (949) 305-4705.
Debra Friedman,

debrafriedman0@gmail.com,
(949) 230-7195

Continued on page  18



The Casta Courier December 2021Page  16

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - December 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)
Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... M, 6 p.m., F;
 W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 5:45 p.m., H

Rubber Bridge ...................M, 11 a.m.,F
Scrabble ...........................T, 6:30 p.m., L
Shuffle League Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super ....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training .................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers ........................W, 1 p.m., G
Tennis  ..............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.,TC;
 M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 12:45 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

 
Recreation Center 1
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., G
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball ..........................F,S, 9 a.m., TC
 M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies .....................1st W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F

 16 15

 24 23 22 21 20

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

 14 13  18

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                     Finance, V,Z 10 a.m. Welcome, G

  6

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
  11:15 p.m. Las Damas
                    Luncheon, V

  7

  1 p.m. Architectural, G

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                     Meeting, V,Z

  6 p.m. Bocce/
       Shuffleboard Event, V

  5:30 p.m. Tennis Club
                           Event, V

  7 p.m. Variety Show, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, G
  6:30 p.m. ARMDI Event, V

  5

 25
  3 p.m. Variety Show, V

 26

 12

 19

 17

Recreation Office & 
Centers Closed

New Year’s Eve

Merry Christmas

Hanukkah Ends

December
2021

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

  9 a.m. Facilities, V,Z

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

  8   9  11 10

  4

 28 27

  6:30 p.m. Military Vets, G

10 a.m. Social, G

  3Recreation Center 1 & 2:
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Recreation Center 1:
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Recreation Center 2:
Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.

10 a.m. Library, G
  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                  Workshop, V,Z

  1   2

 31 30 29

  7 p.m. Social Event, V
10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, V
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Baby Boomers Harvest Moon Party
By Debra Friedman, photos by Kip Isbell

Casta del Sol Baby Boomers are 
back! For their first party in near-

ly two years, this club brought back a 
popular band, The OC British Invaders, 
and a favorite caterer, Jolanda’s. Over 
140 partiers descended on the pool 
patio and braved the brisk fall weather 
to socialize, dance, and dine, a return 
to an almost normal atmosphere. The 
Harvest Moon party was offered at a 
very low price to thank loyal patrons 
and welcome newcomers.

The joyous nature of CdS residents 
was sparked on the evening of Octo-
ber 9, characteristic of Baby Boomer 
parties. Many newcomers were in 
attendance and commented on what a 
gracious and friendly group of residents 
are in our midst. Consideration was 
taken for those wary about social inter-
action, so the party took place outdoors 
and the food was self-serve style.

Although it took awhile to finish 
dinner and warm up, the dance floor 
was full much of the evening. The party 
commenced with food from Jolanda’s 
that was individually packaged for 
safety. An array of salads, including 
crisp green salad, tuna, egg, and potato 

salads, as well as fried chicken, the 
famous Jello mold, and crumb topped 
pumpkin pie offered enough variety to 
delight any palate. The serving size was 
so large that most attendees took home 
a doggie bag.

The OC British Invaders captivated 
the audience, playing both British and 
American favorites primarily from the 
50s and 60s. It was music well known 
to Baby Boomers who were born 
between 1946 and 1964. However, 
younger and older folks were just as 
enthused by the song selection.

A highlight of the evening was the 
raffle prizes. Every single attendee was 
given a raffle ticket in order to evenly 
allocate chances for winning. Ten gift 
cards, valued at $25 each, in addition 
to a Disney themed gift basket were 
distributed. The happy winners de-
parted with plans for their subsequent 
purchases.

It was an adjustment to return to the 
boisterous, generous, and exhilarating 
parties of 2019 and earlier. But the 
Baby Boomers Harvest Moon party 
attendees rose to the challenge.

Friends by the Firepit

Raffles from Val Ricci and Debra Friedman to Linda Gallowa

O.C. British Invaders Band

Dancers fill the floor

Barbara Notery, Cathy Johnson, Barb Turino, Sherry Hargrove,
and Patti Castro

Karen Legrome celebrating Bob Hacker’s birthday
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Billiards
If you haven’t done so already, stop 

by and visit us in the Billiards Room at 
Rec Ctr 1. If you are a beginner, there 
are plenty of players you will meet who 
are happy to help you learn the basics. 
Everyone is friendly and looking for-
ward to welcoming new players. If you 
just want to practice, the room is open 
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. All the 
equipment you need is available there 
for you to use, or for you pool sharks, 
bring your own cues.

Billiards Fun Fact – John Quincy 

Adams installed the first pool table in 
the White House. He also had an alli-
gator as a pet, a gift from the Marquis 
de Lafayette, which he kept in the East 
Room. I suspect that, given that fact, 
his billiard opponents probably didn’t 
try all that hard to win.

Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,

(949) 367-6671

Bridge
As I write this on November 3, our 

weekly bridge gatherings are continu-
ing to meet regularly. We have seen a 
couple of the duplicate teams shuffle 
members. Duplicate bridge requires 
teamwork that takes time to develop; 
some are more quickly adjusting than 
others. As usual, we are open to new 
duplicate teams and hope to have 
enough post-COVID-19 players to 
reestablish Monday morning party 
bridge games. If you would like to be 
added to our list of possible substitute 
players, just send me an email with 
Bridge somewhere in the subject title. 
Please include pertinent info, like 
available times, regular, duplicate or 
both, phone/cell number, etc.

Tuesday would be a good time to stop 
by and check us out. Tuesday duplicate 
bridge begins at about noon. Participa-
tion/prize fees ($1) are the usual. We 

Casta Creatives
The Casta Creatives group is a new 

activity organized by renowned artist 
and CdS resident, Maribeth McFaul. 
It is following in the steps of past art 
clubs at CdS. The first meeting to in-
troduce the group and determine the 
future direction was held on November 
3, with 16 attendees. Plans are to have 
an Open Studio format for artists on 
Wednesdays from 3 to 8 p.m. in the 
Arts and Crafts Room.

Members of this group range from 
budding to accomplished artists. 
Represented are a variety of talents 
including painting, drawing, mosaics, 
crafts, photography, and collage mak-
ing. We hope to have a demonstration 
by a member of our group in different 
styles and media about once a month. 
Experts from outside Casta will also do 
demonstrations. Sometimes, all attend-
ees may do a common creative project. 
Annual dues will be $20.

Please come join us on any Wednes-
day to see what we are accomplishing. 
For more information, please contact 
Maribeth McFaul at (949) 466-8244.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Bible Study
Continued from page 15

Canine Companions
Our Chili Luncheon party was great 

fun. Everyone enjoyed the chili with all 
the trimmings and a fun afternoon was 
had by all. We also shared some pic-
tures of our Halloween Dog Costume 
Party with our members.

We will not have a luncheon meeting 
in December. Instead, we will have our 
Annual Holiday Party on December 
14 at Claim Jumper Restaurant, 27845 
Santa Margarita Parkway, Mission 
Viejo. The party will begin at 5 p.m. 
and, of course, no doggies are invited.

We have extended the signup time 
for the Holiday Party to December 7. 
Please sign up at the Rec Ctr 1 Office.

If you want to participate in the gift 
exchange, please bring a wrapped 
White Elephant gift.

We hope to see everyone for a fun 
evening to celebrate the Christmas Hol-
iday and a great upcoming New Year.

Linda Brockmiller,
lindabrock@cox.net,

(949) 412-1083

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

The Bible Club will have its annual 
Christmas dinner on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 14 at 11 a.m. at BJ’s on El Toro 
Road. The cost will be $20-21 per 
person. For reservations, call Mary at 
(949) 305-1935 by December10.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, (949) 633-4803.

Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,

(949) 354-1460

welcome old friends and newcomers 
back to bridge at CdS. Bridge at CdS 
is unsanctioned by the ACBL.

Tim McCoy,
mccoytest@cox.net,

(805 )456-9266
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Ceramics
The Ceramics Club is continuing 

to create new pieces for the holidays. 
Come by and look at our display cases 
for unique gifts this holiday season. 
Custom orders may also be requested.

We wish everyone joyful holidays 
with family and friends!

Darrelyn Wood,
(949) 939-7104

Hand and Foot
Hand and Foot is a card game played 

with a partner or as an individual. It is 
similar to Canasta. Game schedules are 
as follows:

•  Every Wednesday at noon in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2.

•  Every Saturday evening at 5:45 
p.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2.

•  Every Monday evening at 6 p.m. in 
the Fiesta Room at Rec Ctr 1.

All are welcome. For more informa-
tion, please contact Rita Brougher.

Rita Brougher,
(949) 587-9377

Cribbage
Attendance for Cribbage is not very 

good at the moment as the COVID-19 
virus is causing some players to defer 
returning. But we have had about four 
to six players at each of our October 
games. If you can count to 31, you can 
play and we’re willing to teach. The 
evening is a good social get-together, 
nothing serious. We meet at the Heri-
tage Room at Rec Ctr 2 on Thursdays 
at 6:30 p.m.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at (949) 916-5387, or Susan 
Herrning at (949) 630-2565.

Wayne Block,
wmblock@earthlink.net, (949)916 5387

Crafts for Charity
We have been hard at work making 

and donating handmade items for 
Laura’s House residents and Meals on 
Wheels recipients in Mission Viejo for 
several holidays. As the year comes to 
an end, we are finishing holiday favors 
for Thanksgiving and Christmas as 
well as getting a head start on Valen-
tine’s Day.

Come and join us. We meet the first 
and third Wednesday each month 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Rec Ctr 2. 
Club meetings will be on December 1 
and 15. All materials are supplied and 
you’ll be shown what to do.

We have received many donations 
of craft items from our Casta neigh-
bors this year. Our club members also 
donate both their time and money to 
help support our efforts. Thank you 
all so much.

Democrats
The Casta del Sol Democrats meet-

ing in October featured a well-versed 
representative from Canyon Democrats 
presenting information about recent 
Mission Viejo issues. On December 
19, we plan to have a speaker who will 
also address key local initiatives.

The Democrat group has meetings 
once a month on the third Sunday at 
4 p.m. from September to June in the 
Vista Room. We address both national 

Health and Fitness
Over 50 residents gathered last month 

to hear about where things stand with 
the reconstituted Health and Fitness 
Club. 

Priscilla Tripp, club secretary, pro-
vided an update on what the committee 
has been doing to move along the im-
provements and upgrades to the fitness 
space. We have many requests from 
homeowners to have leg equipment 
and the rowing machine moved out 
of storage and placed somewhere in 
the community for everyday use. We 
are also working with the Facilities 
Committee to ensure the equipment is 
available during the upcoming remodel 
of the current space.

Our main goal is to have a larger, 
newer, and well-equipped space for 
our community. There are several 
rooms within our community that are 
underutilized on an ongoing basis. Any 
one of them could be used to house a 
fitness center that we can all be proud 
of. An upgrade/expansion of this space 
is good for everyone in the community, 
as it helps maintain our home values. 

Barbara Notery,
bnotery@sbcglobal.net

For details, call Marlene Kazan at 
(949) 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com, (310) 480-9093

and local issues. At each meeting we 
have speakers, allow attendees time 
to share nearby events, and discuss 
ways to participate and volunteer in 
activities.

The social aspect and the building 
of camaraderie during our Democrat 
group meetings is important. Please 
bring food and/or drinks to share, as we 
socialize after the meeting. No need to 
sign up – just join us each month.

If you have not received member 
emails and would like to add your name 
to the list, please email marialucgom@
gmail.com.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195
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Republicans
We had our first meeting in Novem-

ber since the restrictions for meetings 
were lifted. We were pleased with the 
great turnout and interesting speakers 
at this meeting. Greg Rath, who is run-

Lapidary
We are excited to be in discussions 

with the Facilities Committee for a 
new location and new, user-friendly 
equipment. We are looking forward to 
being able to shape beautiful stones and 
incorporate them into the latest jewelry 
fashions. Lapidary members will need 
to be trained on the new equipment. 

Las Damas
Las Damas Club is celebrating the 

holiday season with its December 8 
luncheon meeting beginning at 11:15 
a.m. in the Vista Room. Seating is 
limited to Casta del Sol residents for 
this luncheon, due to the floor space 
required for the entertainment. All 
tickets are priced at $18, payable to 
Las Damas Club.

Following a traditional menu fea-
turing Beef Brisket and raspberry 
cheesecake for dessert, the El Toro 
High School Chorus will entertain with 
a holiday concert of favorite carols and 
a medley sing-along of favorite songs.

Tickets for the January 12, 2022 
meeting will go on sale Wednesday, 
December 8. The luncheon menu for 
January features Chicken Marsala with 
Penne Pasta, Caesar Salad, rolls and 
butter, and dessert. A rollicking musi-
cal entertainment will follow, presented 
by the Penny Royal Players.

Pat Crowley,
Patc624@yahoo.com,

(949) 305-0582

Pinochle
Hello, Pinochle Players. After a long 

recess because of COVID-19, we be-
gan the season by offering a class in 
playing the game of Pinochle in Sep-
tember.  Eleven players participated in 
the lessons.

We continued our Friday night Pi-
nochle games in the Heritage Room at 

Heritage Garden
The holiday season is upon us once 

again! Now that the fall planting has 
been completed in the Heritage Garden, 
and Casta del Sol has resumed normal 
activities, we’re getting ready for our 
annual Holiday Cookie Exchange 
meeting on December 16 at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. 
Historically, the HGC holiday cookie 
exchanges have been a really enjoyable 
social time with the sharing of some 
truly delicious cookies and other treats.

If you’re interested in meeting the 
members of the HGC in a pleasant so-
cial environment, please plan on com-
ing to our holiday cookie exchange, 
with or without cookies. We always 
have plenty to share.

Susan Delozier,
(949)768-5415

Rec Ctr 2, with play starting promptly 
at 6:30. We play three-handed. At our 
first meeting with new players, Sam 
Kossoff, Mitch Jones, and Bob Poncin 
all started as club members by having 
Double Pinochles. Wow!

For the month of October, Nancy 
Money had the highest game of 4,670 
points and Cathi Moro was second 
with 4,210 points. For the entire 
month, Cathie Joy was in first place 
with 13,440 points and Cathi Moro 
was second with 12,700 points. There 
were seven double pinochles reported 
during the month. Congratulations to 
our winners.

Everyone interested in the game of 
Pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
(949) 916-5387 or Nancy (949) 457-
9066.

Wayne Block,
wmblock@earthlink.net,

(949) 916-5387

Military Veterans
The CdS Military Veterans Club 

wrapped up the events of this very 
different year with our Honors Ball on 
Veterans Day. The elegant evening of 
music and dancing after a scrumptious 
meal catered by Martinez Catering, was 
a memorable time of camaraderie and 
remembrance of all our veterans that 
have served this great country.

If you are a veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact 
me for a friendly chat.

Our next regular meeting will be held 
on Monday, January 24 in the Garden 
Room at 1830 hrs. Hope to see you all 
then.

Kip Isbell,
kipisbell@live.com,

(949)922-2530

Continued on page  21

Please call me at the number below 
for information, or to reserve a spot.

Joe McFaul,
sealawr@aol.com,

(949) 981-7824
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Republicans
Continued from page 20

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our singles group. We have no mem-
bership dues. In December, we may 

Variety
There is still time to purchase tickets 

for the Casta del Sol Variety Club’s 
show Santa and Mrs. Claus On Vaca-
tion. It will be performed on Saturday, 
December 18 at 3 p.m. and Sunday, 
December 19 at 7 p.m. This is a holiday 
themed show with skits, singing, mu-
sic, dancing, and more. Expect to have 
a fabulous time. The performances will 
be held in the Vista Room. Signups 
will take place until December 10 at 
the front office of Rec Ctr 1.

Future plans are to have a spring 
show and probably a second show 
in 2022. We are always seeking new 
members to perform, or to help out 
with backstage and front of the house 
duties. Please contact Barb Turino at 
(951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Water Exercise
Happy Holidays! We are planning 

to celebrate another great year with a 
luncheon in the Vista Room on Tues-
day, December 7 at noon for all of our 
members. The deadline for signing up 
is December 2, so hurry in if you have 
not registered yet. In addition to having 
some fun, we will also be electing new 
officers and proposing some By-Law 
changes for next year. If you are inter-
ested in being an officer, please email 
Carol Mason at mormorclm@cox.
net. The cost for the luncheon is $7. If 
you would like to include next year’s 
dues at the same time, please make 
your check for $12 payable to Water 

Woodworkers
Woodworkers continue constructing 

the last one or two mailbox holiday 
decorations that were ordered at the 
Ceramics Club boutique in October. 
Orders should be completed and 
delivered this week. Meanwhile, we 
continue to answer the call by residents 
for any small repairs to broken wood-
en items, replacing missing furniture 
parts, constructing small wooden items 
or projects made of used wine corks. 
We also make wooden signs such as 
those displayed in the Heritage Garden.

The club meets on Mondays and 
Thursdays in the Arts and Crafts Room 
from noon until 3 p.m. If you are inter-
ested in our woodworking activities, or 
want to request repair or construction 
of small wood objects, please stop by 
at those times.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766

ning for County Supervisor, brought 
everyone up to date on local political 
issues, including the golf course just 
outside Gate 1 and how its profits 
each month are being funneled back 
into improving the course. Eric Early, 
who is running for Attorney General in 
California, was the principal speaker 
who reviewed the challenges the state 
is currently facing and the legislation 
that is now impacting all of us. There 
were a lot of questions asked of both 
Greg and Eric and everyone left the 
meeting with a better understanding 
of why our elections are so important 
for everyone to get out and vote. The 
next primary is in June this coming 
year and we will invite all candidates 
to present their positions at our meeting 
in April or May. Other meetings will 
be announced in the Courier. We will 
begin accepting dues again in January.

Cordelia Neale,
(949) 916-0117

meet on Thursday, December 16 for 
lunch. But please wait for an email in 
early December to confirm that this 
will be happening and where we will 
be meeting.

To join the group and get on our 
email list, or for more information, 
please contact Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744

Vegetable Garden
The club has welcomed six new 

members recently. We still have seven 
more residents on the waiting list. If 
you are not planning to keep your gar-
den for 2022, please call Lynne Crum 
at (949) 581-2349. 

We have enjoyed returning to hosting 
events this year and look forward to 
more fun and camaraderie next year. 
Happy Gardening, and we wish every-
one a very healthy and happy holiday 
season.

Jeff Perrin,
jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,

(714) 969-9666

Exercise Club. We really hope you all 
will join us for a good time.

See you in the pool, Monday through 
Friday at 9 a.m.

Nan Rednall,
nrednall@sbcglobal.net,

(949) 770-5973
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Fishing
For the past months, we’ve explained 

the alternative available to Casta del 
Sol Fishing Club members due to the 
lack of fishing available at Lake Mis-
sion Viejo. By joining us, and then the 
Laguna Woods Rod and Gun Club, for 
$25 a year, you can ocean fish or shoot 
at discounted rates twice a month.

Last month, I brought home 17 nice 
rockfish from the two trips in which I 
participated. Half of them I smoked on 
my home gas grill, and the other half I 
baked with cheese and potato chips on 
top. So, in addition to the joy of catch-
ing, I had the pleasure of eating freshly 
caught mild white meat rockfish.

Come to our next Casta meeting, join 
both clubs, and you are on your way to 
enjoying our beautiful Pacific Ocean 
first-hand. Some loaner equipment is 
available. Meclazine/Hcl means no 
more sea sickness.

Nick Morenc, (949) 588-6223
Jim Slawson, (925) 813-1848

Lawn Bowling
As 2022 approaches, we would like 

to introduce our new Lawn Bowling 
President, Roman Swystun. Roman 
moved into Casta del Sol from the 
Pasadena area in 2017. In looking at the 
various activities offered here at Casta, 
he thought he would try lawn bowling 
because it offered both exercise and 
strategic skills. He was hooked from 
the beginning, joined the club and be-
came a regular participant. In addition 
to the exercise and skills it offered, it 
has provided the opportunity to get to 
know people and build friendships. 
Lawn bowling is also proven to en-
hance mental well-being.

Roman encourages anyone who 
wants to have improved fitness, both 
physically and mentally, while con-
necting with the Casta community, 
to check out lawn bowling to see if it 
works for them.

Raise a glass of cheer to 2022 and 
bowl on.

Sondra Nelson,
(949) 290-4298

Men’s Golf
At our October 20 year-end dinner, 

we elected new officers for our No-
vember 2021 through October 2022 
club-year. On November 3, the Officers 
held their first meeting and decided po-
sitions and chairmanships for the new 
year as follows: President, Tom Drisk-
ill; VP, Bill Riethmeier; Secretary, Carl 
Ballard; Treasurer, Hal Steele; Handi-
cap Chair, Barry Dabreu; Tee Time and 
Publicity Chair, Bill Burfeind; Games 
Chair, Ed Martinez; Social Chair, Ed 
Tutton; Club Championship and Sun-

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club Annual 

Meeting on October 28 was a huge 
success with nearly 70 attendees. The 
final tournament of 2021, No Rain 
November, included 14 teams. The 
winners of the Sunny Morning group 
were Dennis Serrano and Bob Adams. 
Winners of the Cheery Day group were 
Al Guild and Merritt Oldaker. Winners 
of the Blue Skies group were Dave 
Goff and Shuman Chan.

The new officers are: Trish Jacobs, 
President; Kathy Wu, Vice-President; 
Debra Friedman, Secretary; Laura 
Marsh, Treasurer; and Dan Viotto, 
Tournament Director. These officers 
will meet to schedule activities for 
2022.

Reminder: clinics with Roger and 
Mike are on the third Wednesday of 
every month at 4 p.m. The next clinic 
date is December 15. For Open Club 
Play every day at 9 a.m., we welcome 
new members. All other times require 
signups on the white board by the 
courts.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Pickleball
The Pickleball Club held its annual 

meeting on November 10 at the Lawn 
Bowling Pavilion. Members enjoyed 
a pizza party and voted for their 2022 
Pickleball Club officers. Next year’s of-
ficers will be: President, Metty Thom-
ason; Vice-president, Jim McGee; 
Secretary, Donna Guild; Treasurer, Al 
Guild; and Tournament Director(s), 
Wade and Kimberly Wooldridge.

If you want to watch or try pickleball, 
our Open Play times are Monday and 
Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m., and Fri-
day and Sunday from 8 to 11 a.m. If you 
are interested in playing pickleball and 
would like to join the Pickleball Club, 
dues are $10 per person per year. Dues 
should be paid at Rec Ctr 1 with a check 
made out to CdS Pickleball Club. Dues 
paid during December will be applied 
to 2022.

shine Chair, Randy Smith; Membership 
Chair, Bill Riethmeier.

The December games are: December 
1, Team Scramble; December 9, Odd-
Even Twosome; December 15, Best 
Fifteen Holes; December 22, Team 
Shamble (a new game for us); Decem-
ber 29, Individual Low Net.

If you would like to join our Senior 
Men’s Golf Club, please contact our 
Membership Chairman, Bill Riethmei-
er at (949) 770-7022 or billgolf44@
cox.net.

Bill Burfeind, (949) 305-4260

Continued on page  23
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Shuffleboard
Winners for the Super Shuffle in Oc-

tober were: first place, Carol Zinsmeis-
ter and Stan Krauson; second place, 
Brigid Johnson and Nick Spanovich; 
third place, Judy Paskay and Howard 
Reafsnyder. Winners for the Social 
Shuffle were: first place, Maris Ste-
venson and Paul Ricci; second place, 
Barbara Harris and Ann Loranger; 
third place, Shirley Saunders and Paul 
Stover. The next gatherings will be held 
on January 9 and January 23.

Pot of Gold sessions will continue 
again in January. Times are Tuesdays 
at 10 a.m. and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday morning instruction open-to-all 
is at 10 a.m. Everyone is welcome.

The combined Christmas Party 
with the Bocce Club will be held on 
Friday, December 17, at 6 p.m. in the 
Vista Room. Cost for members is $33 
and for guests is $36 (two guests per 
member). You will have a choice of 
beef or salmon and BYOB (soft drinks 

Tennis
The final Tennis Club event of the 

year will be the Christmas Party on Sat-
urday, December 4 in the Vista Room. 
A D.J. will provide a lively variety of 
music. Food will be provided by Tutto 
Fresco.

At the November Tennis Club annual 
meeting, the following were elected as 
board members for 2022: President, 
Lorie Franklin; Vice President, Bruce 
Greenberg, Treasurer, Tony Lawrence; 
Secretary, Roger Gyger; Social, Jodie 
Trainer; Tournaments, Hedy Kane and 
Sonia LeTourneau.

During the meeting, a new court 
reservation system was discussed to 
replace the current Dwelling Live sys-
tem which is being phased out at the 
end of the year. It is expected that the 
new system will include both the tennis 
and pickleball courts.

Finally, during the annual meeting, a 
variety of tennis and social events were 
outlined for next year. We are looking 
forward to an exciting 2022.

Roger Gyger,
(630) 430- 9045

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

December Happenings

Meals on Wheels is available through 
Age Well Senior Services. They pro-
vide three meals a day to individuals 
who live at home and are unable to 
prepare their own meals and have little 
or no assistance to obtain meals. Deli-
cious hot and cold meals are delivered 
by friendly volunteer drivers between 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. The suggested donation for 
individuals is $9. For more details, call 
(949) 470-3063.

Call the Murray Center at (949) 470-
3062 to register for the activities below.

Seniors & Falls is an important 
topic. All are welcome to attend an 
informative talk about Seniors & Falls 
presented by Dr. Kelly Gee, a family 
medicine doctor with Optum medical 
group practicing in Laguna Hills. She is 
passionate about preventative care and 
senior wellness. Thursday, December 
2, 10 to 11 a.m. Course #92228. Free.

Getting Enough Fiber and Protein 
is important. Learn about eating enough 
fiber and protein and easy solutions for 

optimal health. Thursday, December 
9, 10 to 11 a.m. Course #91803. Free.

2021 COVID Update. Where we 
have been and what to expect in 
2022. Come listen to Dr. Trinh give us 
an update of what has happened with 
COVID -19 in 2021 and what to expect 
in 2022. Tuesday, December 28, 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Course #83693. Free.

Laugh and Exercise for Your 
Health while doing cardio, stretch-
ing and breathing for fun and fitness. 
The second and fourth Tuesday of 
the month from 1 to 2:30 p.m., from 
January 11 through June 28. Course 
#91069. Free.

Please see the November 2021 
Courier for detailed information about: 
Transportation Dial-a-Taxi; Park-It-
Market, a Free Indoor Food Pantry for 
Seniors; the Norman P. Murray Center 
Recycle Container Bins for expired 
medications, sharps, and batteries; and 
the Age Well Senior Services Lunch 
Program.

Go paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  ema i l  e ach  mon th ,  ema i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line. Or you may call The Murray Cen-
ter at (949) 470-3062 for help.

If you have any questions about Pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
(949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild,
(949) 446-0005

Pickleball
Continued from page 22

provided.) Entertainment will be pro-
vided by Tony Rogers. Reservations 
will be available until December 13, if 
not full before then.

Mary Lou Oster, (949) 855-3890
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What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Long Beach

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Day Tripping

Dreaming in the Trees

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

City Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

The City’s financial health and 
strength were prominently seen in 
several reports from the October 26 
and November 9 City Council meet-
ings. The staff announced a $6,600,000 
budget surplus for fiscal year 2020-
2021. The Oso Creek Golf Course 
had a surplus of $264,000 after paying 
for all the improvements to the golf 
course, clubhouse, parking lot, and 
maintenance yard. And the city’s credit 
rating with Standard & Poor is AAA, 
the highest rating available. We are one 
of only 34 California cities with this top 
rating (there are 482 cities in the state).

Negotiations for the purchase of the 
former Stein Mart building in the Vil-
lage Center have been completed. The 
city will issue $19,000,000 in bonds to 
finance the first phase in the develop-
ment of this property as a part of the 
Core Area Vision Plan. The interest rate 

on these bonds is expected to be 2.6% 
or less, and interest will be paid from 
general revenues with no increase in 
taxes for Mission Viejo homeowners. 
An additional $27,000,000 in bonds 
will be issued in phase two sometime 
in the next two or three years.

In other news, the council honored 
the Nadadores Dive Team who are 
the 2021 United States Diving Team 
National Champions.

A note to dog owners: Animal Ser-
vices is replacing the current late fee 
schedule for dog licenses to a flat fee 
of $60 for any license not paid within 
60 days of its due date.

It has been a while since I visited 
the portion of Long Beach that is wa-
terfront, and boy has it changed! Yes, 
the Convention Center is still there, as 
are the Queen Mary and the Aquarium 
and Shoreline Village, but there has 
been some serious building around 
these attractions. Most noticeable are 
the Pike Outlets, which include a Ferris 
wheel, a nod to the history of the area 
as an amusement park. Nearby Shore-
line Village has interesting shops and 
restaurants as well as a carousel. 

If you haven’t visited the Queen 
Mary, a tour will fill you in on how 
cruising has changed, and let you know 
the role the ship played during World 
War II. You can eat at their restaurant 
and sleep on board, as the ship features 
a hotel. Check the website if you are 
interested in either option.

The Aquarium has many wonderful 
exhibits, including one featuring my 
favorites, jellies. 

Either of these attractions is worth 
a trip, and would be a great excursion 
with grandkids. Should you choose 
to go, do check out the websites like 
Goldstar and Groupon, as there are 
frequent coupons or deals that discount 
admission. Admission at both is about 
$30 to $40 per person.

The only caveat is that parking can 
be a serious issue. I would download 
a map of the area and check out park-
ing garages before driving there. We 
visited the area on a gorgeous, warm, 
sunny Saturday afternoon. So did ev-
eryone else.

Kahlua Balls
¼ cup granulated sugar

3 squares semi-sweet chocolate

1 ½ Tbsp. Karo Syrup

¼ cup Kahlua

1 cup crushed vanilla wafers

½ cup chopped walnuts

Confectioners sugar

Bon Bon wrappers

Melt chocolate. Add sugar, Karo 
syrup and Kahlua and blend well. Mix 
crushed vanilla wafers and chopped 
walnuts, add to chocolate mixture.

Form 1-inch balls and roll in Con-
fectioners sugar and place in bonbon 
wrappers. Seal in airtight container or 
individual jars with bows. These will 
keep for approximately one month if 
you don’t eat them first.

I make these during the holidays for 
gifts and social gatherings. You must 
make several batches as everyone wants 
them!

Our generation was lucky to grow up 
when wooded areas were plentiful, so 
the woods often were our playgrounds. 
We played hide and seek, fished in 
streams using a stick as a fishing pole 
and a safety pin as a hook, and slid 
down snow-covered hills in winter.

But it was the trees that afforded us 
the most fun. One could hide behind 
their massive trunks, picnic in the 
shade beneath their canopy of leaves, 
or take turns to see who could climb 
the furthest into their lofty branches. 
Perched high in a tree, little boys pre-
tended they were flying an airplane, 
while little girls pretended to be a 
princess in the tower of a castle. And 
who could forget the fun of tying a rope 
to a tree branch and swinging through 
the air like Tarzan?

One of my most fervent childhood 
dreams was to have a tree house. My 

friends and I tried several times to build 
one. Unfortunately, each attempt ended 
with scrapes, cuts, bumps and bruises, 
but never a tree house. The tree house 
dream faded when we got older, and 
trees became romantic places for stolen 
kisses and initials carved on the trunk.

Although trees still fascinate me, I 
have no desire to be around the creepy 
crawlers who often reside in them. 
Instead, I dreamily gaze up into the 
branches and, in my mind’s eye, see 
myself as a little girl surveying the 
earth below . . . from a really cool tree 
house.
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Where in the World – Tanzania
The Elusive Rhino and the Black Blob

It happened on the last day on what 
had been a most successful safari. 
Our Tanzania safari group: Dorothy, 
Joanne, Ron, Cathy, my wife, and me, 
with our expert guide and Range Rover 
driver Nickson had already shared a 
lifetime of visual memories including 
lions, cheetahs, elephants, cape buffa-
loes, hippos, giraffes, baboons and even 
a couple of dik-diks. That’s right, all 
the Big Five except the “elusive rhino.”

And here we were on our last game 
drive at the bottom of Ngorongoro 
Crater, parked on the side of the road, 
staring across a wide grassy plain, 
pockmarked with grazing zebras and 
gazelles, to a hillside with all the in-
tensity we could muster.

Suddenly, someone possibly in an-
other safari jeep, shouted, “There it is!” 

Which was met with a chorus of replies, 
“Where?!?” To which Ron retorted, 
“There on the hill, the black blob.”

We stared as hard as we could, and 
soon we each agreed that we too saw 
“the black blob.” Had we not been 
standing inside our Range Rover, we 
might have exchanged high-fives. 
That’s how excited we were.

I grabbed my Nikon camera with the 
300mm lens, focused on the black blob 
and snapped away. Later, I viewed the 
results and enlarged one of the photos 
several times on the camera’s monitor. 
Voila! There it was — the elusive rhino 
– “the black blob”! 

Yes, we could now tell our friends, 
neighbors and even strangers that we 
had truly seen the Big Five on our safari 
trip: the lion, the elephant, the leopard, 
the cape buffalo, and “the black blob”!

ARMDI Group at Casta del Sol Welcomes All
By Debra Friedman, photo by Jeff McCoy

Prior to the pandemic shutting down 
activities at CdS and elsewhere, a loy-
al group met in the Garden Room for 
a bagel and lox brunch on the fourth 
Sunday of every month. The group 
began as a local chapter of ARMDI 
which stands for American Red Ma-
gen David Adom in Israel. However, 
the organization changed its name to 
AFMDA which stands for American 
Friends of Magen David Adom. Magen 
David Adom (MDA) consists of teams 
of trained volunteer and professional 
medical responders that provide the 
entire nation’s prehospital emergency 
needs, including medical, disaster, 
ambulance, and blood services. The 
Casta del Sol group still refers to itself 
as ARMDI. It supports the AFMDA 
organization through memberships, 
donations, and other contributions.

Typically, about 15 to 25 Casta del 
Sol residents and guests attended these 
monthly events. The group was hosted 
by Jaye and Boker Yaruss, whose par-
ents were longtime Casta del Sol resi-
dents. Jaye and Boker sent out emails, 
determined the agenda, and facilitated 
the meetings. They often described 
the news of the AFMDA organization, 
which was always inspiring. Although 
most attendees were Jewish and had 
an attachment to Israel, it was not a 
prerequisite.

In addition to the delicious food 
from Bagels & Brew, there was always 
dessert served with coffee or tea. Each 
month’s program varied and included 
either relevant films, presentations, or 
theater readings. The monthly meetings 
were also a chance to chat and catch up 

By Jeff McCoy

on news of the community. During one 
of these meetings, the concept of a new 
Vista Room Hanukah display for 2019 
was conceived.

ARMDI also honored Jewish holi-
days over the past few years. In 2019, 
over 50 residents and guests attended 
the ARMDI Hanukah party that fea-
tured latkes, jelly donuts, and other 
traditional holiday fare.

With clubs and activities able to re-
turn to hosting events, ARMDI once 
again met on October 24, 2021. The 
meeting was outside by the Pool Patio 
with brunch served to over 30 attend-
ees. A Hanukah party is scheduled for 
December 6. The group hopes that our 
Jewish neighbors and anyone else who 
would like to honor the AFMDA orga-
nization will join us. All are welcome.
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Frolicking Fiesta Tuesday
By Debra Friedman, photo by Jeff McCoy

The Social Committee’s Fiesta Tues-
day is a staple at Casta del Sol, usually 
held during the warm summer months. 
Although the temperature on October 
26 was a bit cooler than preferred, it 
didn’t deter enthusiastic partiers from 
attending. It did, however, earn the af-
fectionate nickname of Fiesta Freeze. 
Typical of the post-pandemic parties, 
Fiesta Tuesday fetched a full house of 
attendees. 

Guests were welcomed with a mar-
garita table, with non-alcoholic lemon-
ade offered as an alternative. Rumors 
were that the margaritas had a very 
generous dosage of tequila. The buffet 
was catered by Martinez. The delec-

table Mexican fare consisted of rice, 
beans, a choice of chicken or shredded 
beef and the option of tortillas, taco 
shells, or corn chips. Complement-
ing the basic ingredients were grated 
cheese, sour cream, guacamole, and 
salsa. The dessert was a Tres Leches 
Cake. Valerie Hanich kept the line 
moving and the proceedings running 
smoothly.

Although attendees venturing out of 
their homes had plenty to chat about, 
the party kicked up a notch after an 
hour. DJ Kip Isbell has a knack for 
getting dancers on their feet. He be-
gan with playing the Macarena. This 

Toasting with Margaritas

Canine Companions Halloween Party
By Linda Brockmiller, photo by Tom Brockmiller

The Canine Companions Club held 
its Annual Halloween Dog Costume 
Party on Saturday, October 23. The 
costumes were adorable, as usual, and 
we wish we could have given prizes to 
all. Everyone enjoyed pumpkin pies, 
pumpkin cupcakes, and coffee. There 
were 20 dogs with 24 humans who 
showed up for the festive party.

The first-place award went to Robert 
and Donna Nelson with Charlie Boy as 
a Skeleton. The prize was a grooming 
at Just Fur Paws in Mission Viejo. 
The second-place award went to Judi 
Martire with Cayley as a Pumpkin. 

The prize was a squeaky dog toy Lamb 
Chop. The third-place prize went to 
Mary Shue with Cleo as a Hot Dog. 
This prize was doggie waste bags and 
a toss dog toy.

The Canine Companions became a 
club in June 2005 and has expanded 
recently. Monthly luncheon meetings 
and Yappy Hours are held at the Rec 
Ctr 2 Lawn Bowling Pavilion. Mem-
bership for this club is $15 per person 
for the year. There are currently about 
50 dog members, and more are always 
welcome for fun events like the one for 
Halloween.Continued on page 29

Halloween Party Contest Winners

Food Programs Offered at Norman P. Murray Community and Senior Center
Information from the Mission Viejo Newsletter

Food Resources
Age Well Senior Services Lunch Program provides hot, nutritious lunches for older adults in South Orange County. Lunch is 

served Monday through Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For a detailed menu or to make reservations, call (949) 470-3063. 
Suggested donations are $5.50 for seniors and $7.50 for people under 60.

Commodities
Once a month, Age Well Senior Services in cooperation with the Community Action Partnership of Orange County distributes 

nonperishable food items to the public. You must be a resident of Mission Viejo, Rancho Mission Viejo or Rancho Santa Mar-
garita to participate in this program. Bring proof of residency, i.e. driver’s license or utility bill.  Pre-bagged groceries will be 
available for pickup with our drive-through-only service in the Norman P. Murray Community and Senior Center parking lot on 
the following dates.

December 16, 2021, 10 -11 a.m.

January 20, 2022, 10 -11 a.m.

February 17, 2022, 10 -11 a.m.

Park-It-Market
This ongoing program is a free food pantry available to seniors 50+. Groceries are available for pickup inside the Norman P. 

Murray Community and Senior Center. Participants shop by choosing from perishable and nonperishable items, including meat, 
dairy, fresh produce, and canned goods. Seniors may fill up grocery or reusable bags. All new participants are required to complete 
a client intake form at the Norman P. Murray Community and Senior Center. Check-in is at 8 a.m. in the lobby. Bring two reusable 
grocery bags to fill with food items on Fridays from 8 to 9 a.m.
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was followed by line dance favorites 
includes Asi, The Cowboy Cha Cha, 
and the Cupid Shuffle. Other dancing 
options were interspersed.

 Due to the cool weather, the firepits 
were a draw for many guests. However, 
those on the dance floor also warmed 
up quickly. By about 8:30 p.m. the last 
of the revelers departed.

When asked why they attended, 
responses included “love the CdS 
parties,” “Fiesta Tuesday is always 
fun,” “look forward to the food.” A 
humorous story shared with me, was 
that a couple headed down to their 
weekly tradition of Taco Tuesday with 
friends from Dana Point. After getting 
a call from their tablemates at CdS, 
the couple realized they had forgotten 
about their tickets for Fiesta Tuesday. 
The couple said, “We are accustomed 
to CdS parties being on Saturdays, so 
it wasn’t on our radar.” The moral of 
this tale is to expect to be ready to party 
at all times at CdS. Our residents love 
to be social and enjoy the camaraderie 
of our events.

Frolicking Fiesta Tuesday
Continued from page 26

A Good Read:
Sunflower Sisters
Book Review by Liz Rickett

If you like historical fiction, if you 
have an interest in the Civil War, if you 
enjoyed the novel Lilac Girls by Mar-
tha Hall Kelly, this is the book for you.

This book by the same author traces 
the lives of the seven Woolsey sisters; 
real people who lived during the Civil 
War which includes slave owners, 
slaves, and Northern and Southern 
sympathizers who lived in Maryland 
during the Civil War.

When you read it, don’t miss the 
Author’s Notes at the back of the book, 
which gives more information about 
the people in the book and the time in 
which it is set.

This book is available in the Casta 
del Sol library.
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Courier Volunteers
Calling All Stuffers!

We will meet on Thursday, December 30 at 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room 
to prepare the Courier for delivery. Please contact Kip Isbell at kipisbell@
live.com if you are interested in helping.

- Courier Committee Members and Staff -
Board Liaison Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Courier Chair Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
Courier Associate Chair Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Editor-in-Chief Judy Clendenin jlclendenin@gmail.com
Secretary Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
Section Editors:
   Association News April Wilsey aprilincal@gmail.com
   Bulletin Board Al Guild alguild@earthlink.net
   Casta Connections Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
   Clubs Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
   Committees Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Opinions Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
   People, Places and Events Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
   Sports Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
Columnists:
   City Highlights Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Day Tripping Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
   Small Talk Dorothy Frances dfranceswrites@cox.net
   What’s Cooking Linda Brockmiller LindaBrock@cox.net
Feature Writers: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
 Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
 Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
 Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
 Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
 Jo Steciuk beejul@cox.net
Staff Photographers: Fred Lake lakebcbc@gmail.com
 Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
Photo Coordinator: Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Proofreaders: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
 Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
 Dottie Lewis dottielewis19@gmail.com
 Evelyn Rothert erothert@sbcglobal.net
 Suzanne Moore jsmoore830@gmail.com
Delivery Preparations: Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com

For the Pun of It, and Other Humorous Anecdotes
Collected by Jeff McCoy

A man tells his doctor, “Doc, help me. 
I’m addicted to Twitter.”

The doctor replies, Sorry, I don’t fol-
low you…”

What kind of exercises do lazy people 
do?

Diddly-squats.

What does Charles Dickens keep in his 
spice rack?

The best of thymes, the worst of 
thymes.

Why did the chicken go to the séance?

To get to the other side.

Where are average things manufac-
tured?

The satisfactory.

What’s the difference between a cat 
and a comma?

A cat has claws at the end of paws;

A comma is a pause at the end of a 
clause.

Why should the number 288 never be 
mentioned?

It’s two gross.

Why can’t you explain puns to klep-
tomaniacs?

They always take things literally.

Why don’t scientists trust atoms?

Because they make up everything.

A bear walks into a bar and says, “Give 
me a whiskey and, ah…..cola.

“Why the pause?” asks the bartender.

The bear shrugged. “I’m not sure; I was 
born with them.”

Did you hear about the new restaurant 
called Karma?

There’s no menu; you get what you 
deserve.

Yesterday I saw a guy spill his Scrabble 
on the road.

I asked him, “What’s the word on the 
street.”

Helvetica and Times New Roman walk 
into a bar.

“Get out of here!” shouts the bartender. 
“We don’t serve your type.”

What’s the best thing about Switzer-
land? 

I don’t know, but its flag is a big plus.

I renamed my iPod The Titanic, so 
when I plug it in, it says “The Titanic 
is syncing.”

What are the strongest days of the 
week?

Saturday and Sunday, the rest are 
weekdays.
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 
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