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President’s
Message
Randy Thompson, President

With this ar-
ticle written on 
July 6, I start my 
fifth year on our 
Board of Direc-
tors, and this will 
be the third time 
serving as your president. As 
with my previous articles, I will 
attempt to offer some insight into 
the operation of our Homeowners’ 
Association.

This month’s article spotlights 
when, and on what, owners may 
vote for. Listed below you will 
see the five instances in which the 
Board must seek the vote of the 
membership to proceed. Each of 
these items has been annotated 
with the specific governing docu-
ment reference and/or California 
Civil Code where you can find 
more detail.

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

Safety Tips
Mission Viejo 

has been rated as 
one of the safer cities in the county. 
That being said, it doesn’t mean 
Casta del Sol is not susceptible 
to crime. Casta residents must be 
aware criminal acts can happen 
and should do their part to follow 
the proper safety measures. Below 
are some tips that can reduce your 
chances of becoming a victim of 
crime:

 1.  Always lock windows and 
doors for both your vehicles 
and homes, even if you’re only 
out for a few minutes. Consider 
investing in window clamps 
or a wooden dowel for sliding 
doors.

2021-2022 Board of Directors (left to right): Treasurer Matt Loftus, Ricardo 
Gonzales, President Randy Thompson, Vice President Mary Kay Crowley, 
Secretary Shelly Lethiot, Marci Smith, Joseph Hachadoorian 

To hold our Annual Election, we 
must reach a quorum of at least 

964 ballots received from our 1927 
homeowners. As of the Close of Bal-
loting at the 49th Annual Homeowners 
Meeting, we had received 1,177 ac-
ceptable ballots with an additional five 
being rejected. That is a ballot return 
of 61%. We would have liked many of 
the other 39% to have participated but 
we did reach our quorum. Thank you 
to all who voted.

Casta del Sol’s Inspector of Elections, 
Barbara Harris, and nine Inspector Des-
ignees spent all morning, Wednesday, 
June 23, opening the ballot envelopes 
and tallying votes. This was accom-
plished in the Vista Room. As member 
observation of the vote tabulation is 
required by State Civil Code, a camera 
was set-up to display the entire process 
and transmitted by Zoom. 

The 49th Annual Homeowners’ 
Meeting, was held at 7 p.m. on June 
24, 2021 in the Vista Room. It was 
attended by current Board members, 

the six Director Candidates, Associa-
tion Staff, and some invited guests. All 
additional ballots received since the 

You may have seen Wade and 
Kimberly Wooldridge when they 

performed in the Variety Club’s Val-
entine’s Show last year. You might 
see them as they play pickleball on the 
tennis courts. As accomplished as they 
are at singing and pickle-ing, there is a 
lot more to these two.

On their first date, they played rac-
quetball. Kimberly was not initially 
attracted to Wade because he is a 

redhead. She felt playing racquetball 
might deter his interest in her. Not only 
was his interest piqued, he later went 
so far as to dye his hair brown.

This is an active couple. They delight 
in learning, taking classes in Akido, 
jazz and ballroom dancing, stand-up 
comedy, various languages and cook-
ing. They also love traveling, having 
visited 30 countries with plans to visit 
a lot more.

July 3, 2021 was Gerry Millikan’s 
100th birthday. An only child, she 

was born in Kansas City, Missouri. As 
a young girl, she moved to a small town 
in Iowa to live with her grandparents. 
Later, she moved with her mother to 
St. Louis. In 1933, after her mother’s 
divorce and with the Great Depression 
a reality, she moved with her mother to 
Los Angeles. In California, there were 
many aunts with whom Gerry lived 
as she completed her schooling. Even 

though there were struggles, 
she says she always felt loved 
and wanted.

After graduating from Uni-
versity High School, she ob-
tained a scholarship to UCLA 
where she met the love of 
her life, Jack, with whom she 
would be married for 67 years. 
World War II came. Jack en-
listed immediately after Pearl 
Harbor. While Jack was train-

Article and photo by Liz Rickett

Gerry Millikan (seated, center) and friends
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Opinion letters must also be sub-
mitted by email by the eighth and 
may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets 
on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 9:30 a.m., location to be 
announced by eblast.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Secretary: Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Treasurer: Matt Loftus mloft107@gmail.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Joseph Hachadoorian  joecdsbod@gmail.com
 Marci Smith marcitayorsmith@gmail.com

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Recycled Water 
Inspection

The Santa Margarita Water District, 
SMWD, recently notified the HOA that 
a complete inspection of the recycled 
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Casta del Sol Reopens
The hours of operation for Rec Ctr 1 and Rec Ctr 2 are 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. All 
amenities will be open to residents including but not limited to both pools, 
outdoor furniture, lawn bowling pavilion, drinking fountains, restrooms, 
showers, meeting rooms, game rooms, and fire pits. At this time, all inside 
Casta facilities are limited to residents only. Non-vaccinated residents are 
encouraged to wear a mask in indoor settings.

1.  Election/Recall (CC 5100) (CC&R 
Article 6)

 a. Secret ballot (CC 5115)

 b.  One vote per unit (Corp. Code 
7612)

 c. Written elections rules (CC 5105)

 d.  Properly noticed meeting for 
counting of the ballots (CC 5120)

2.  Change Governing Documents (CC 
4275)

 a. CC&R (Article 11.02)

 b. By-Laws (Article 7)

 c.  Articles of Incorporation (Article 
9)

3.  Capital expenditures above 3% (CC 
5605) (CC&R Article 6.05/L)

 a.  Calculated as follows: Total 
operating Expense + Reserve 
Contribution X 3% ($308,600 for 
fiscal year 2021)

4.  Annual assessment increases greater 
than 20% (CC 5605) (CC&R Article 
9.02)

 a. Based on prior year assessment

5.  Special assessment greater than 5% 
(CC 5605) (CC&R Article 9.02)

 a.  Calculated as follows: Current 
year’s gross budgeted expense 
X 5%

 b. Exception to the rule:

   1.  An extraordinary expense 
ordered by Court/government 
(CC 5610)

   2.  Extraordinary expense for 
safety reasons (CC 5610)

   3.  Unforeseen Extraordinary 
repair/maintenance at time of 
budget preparation (CC 5610)

I hope the above information allows 
you to better understand one of the 
Board’s major duties. In future articles, 
I will spotlight other duties, operations 
and obligations of the HOA and Board 
of Directors. If you would like an ex-
planation of a particular process within 
the HOA, please email your request 
to cdsbodmtgs@gmail.com and I will 
attempt to spotlight that topic and add 
some clarity in future articles.

Thanks for your time and see you 
here next month.

 2.  Stop your mail and newspapers 
when going out of town.

 3.  When vacationing, be selective 
about who you inform and make 
sure the person(s) are trustworthy.

 4. I nvest in a security system. If you 
own one, activate it.

 5.  Keep your garage doors closed.

 6.  Occasionally look to re-key your 
locks.

 7.  Don’t leave valuables out in the 
open; put them away in a safe place. 
Consider using a safety deposit box 
at your local bank.

 8.  Even if you already have a tele-
phone in your home, keep a charged 
mobile phone nearby at all times.

 9.  Set indoor and outdoor lights on a 
timer mimicking your living pat-
terns.

 10. Don’t hide spare keys.

 11.  Always be aware of your surround-
ings, keep your eyes open for suspi-
cious characters, and never hesitate 
to call 911.

 12. Install a peephole in your front door 
and never open the door for some-
one you don’t know.

 13.  Put your car keys beside your bed at 
night. If you hear someone trying to 
get into your house, press the panic 
button, if you have one, so your car 
alarm will sound.

 14.  Watch for phone and/or email 
scams attempting to get your per-
sonal information. For example, if 
you receive an email from the name 
of the person you know, look at the 
actual email. It may say Joe Smith, 
but the email reads as jpfsr20fe@.
vu, which should be an indicator it 
is probably not a legitimate email 
address.

If you observe suspicious activity, 
please remember to call 911 or the 
non-emergency police department 
number at (949) 770-6011. If it’s a 
non-emergency and you believe the 
Homeowner Association’s patrol ser-
vice should be notified, don’t hesitate 
to contact the HOA Post Commander 
at (949) 837-7640. If it’s after hours, 
contact Gate 1 at (949) 455-4674 and 
they can send a patrol officer to your 
area.

Emergency Information
Residents have the ability to provide 

personal emergency information at the 
recreation office. This information is 
kept confidential and used in the event 
of an emergency. If you would like 

to update your current information or 
provide new emergency information, 
please contact the recreation team.

water system was required. PWLC1 
met with the inspector and started go-
ing valve by valve and meter by meter 
checking for proper coverage, cross 
connections with domestic water and 
signage.

As of this article, mowing area one 
is complete and in compliance. The 
contractor will continue testing areas 
2, 4, and 5 to ensure water safety is 
achieved. Area 3 has no recycled water. 

You may start to see purple painted 
water meter boxes and other purple 
signs and stickers. Casta del Sol has 
always complied with all SMWD regu-
lations to ensure that the system is safe 
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Continued on page 9

Board Meeting Highlights
July 15,  2021

•  The Board approved Treasurer Matt Loftus’ financial reports as presented. 
(See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved a contract with Premier Paving for the Association’s 2021 as-
phalt project, which includes all materials and applications designated in 
the GMU Geotechnical, Inc. (GMU) bid package dated June 22, 2021, for 
a total approximate cost of $1,133,205.33.

•  Approved entering into an agreement with Geotechnical, Inc. (GMU) to 
provide geotechnical, material observation, testing services, and construc-
tion management for the 2021 asphalt project for a total not to exceed the 
amount of $138,600.

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) for repair-
ing the sewer line at 23661 Via Garfias due to common area tree roots for 
hydro-jetting, relining the line, installing a new cleanout, and making new 
connections for a total of $6,690.79.

•  Approved using Steiner Studios as the Design Firm for a total cost of $22,200 
and to get at least two contractor bids to complete the unfinished space in 
Building D with the understanding that it will be used as a fitness center (at 
least temporarily).

•  Approved the proposal from California Gate Systems (CGS) for the Gate 
2 battery backup unit at a cost of $3,542.32.

•  Approved and ratified the purchase of the new True Freezer Model T-19FZ 
from Amazon.com in the amount of $2,737.14.

•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 
due to COVID-19, Version 13 effective Monday, July 19.

•  Approved the Social Committee’s proposed schedule of social events for 
the remainder of the 2021 calendar year.

•  Accepted the resignation of Nancy Cunningham as Co-Chair of the Traffic 
Committee effective immediately and approved Committee Member Lynn 
Yeazel as a new Co-Chair for the remainder of 2021.

•  Appointed Nancy Cunningham as Chair of the Facilities Committee effective 
August 2021 through the remainder of 2021.

•  Accepted the resignation of Linda Rubio from the Architectural Committee 
effective immediately.

•  Appointed Priscilla Tripp to the Architectural Committee effective imme-
diately.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 46 delinquencies totaling 
$42,389.37 with four properties proceeding toward filing liens. He welcomed 
the three newly elected Board members as well as the new Committee 
Chairs. Josh thanked Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli for 
working on the weekend to oversee a sinkhole repair.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported there were 456 
landscape maintenance repair requests for July, bringing the total for the 
year to 1,913. Great Scott Tree Services is pruning 30 elm trees.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported that Santa 
Margarita Water District has been painting fire hydrants. Cox Cable is 
repairing and repainting their equipment within Casta.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that staff processed 13 
new residents this month. The Casta website is being updated. She is in 
the process of checking with clubs and activities to calendar events. Check 
the website, the Courier, and eblasts for announcements about activities 
resuming.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be August 19 at 1 
p.m. in the Vista Room. The next workshop meeting will be August 5 at 9 
a.m. in the Vista Room.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair

**For a copy of the June 2021 Treasure’s Report, refer to castadelsol.com, 
Recreation Center Bulletin boards, and/or eblasts.

June Treasurer’s Report
July 15, 2021

Total HOA Assets as of June 30, 2021 are $6,442,987.24, an increase of 
$136,939.22 over last month. This includes the following:

Operating Cash is $1,379,943. This balance includes $281,178 of cash, 
$798,766 of funds invested in a money market account and $300,000 invested 
in three CDs with interest rates between .05 and .10%.

Reserve Cash is $4,932,218. This includes $1,906,000 invested in a money 
market account, $3,000,000 invested in fifteen CDs, with interest rates between 
.05 and 1.70%.  There were no CD transactions for the month.

Capital Fund balance is $61,288. This fund increases $3,854 per month by 
budgeting $2 per month per resident plus interest. The CC&R authorizes a 
Capital Fund expenditure of up to $308,600 during the fiscal year. Year-to-
Date, YTD, we have spent $38,645 for a copier and a camera at Gates 1 and 2.  

Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $56,955. YTD, we’ve had bad 
debt recovery of $6,722.

General & Administrative:
The following accounts were over budget as of June 30:

•  Insurance is $29,731, of which $1,118 is over budget.

•  Mileage/Meetings is currently at $5,149, of which $880 is over budget.

•   Coupon Books/Statements is $2,551, of which $551 is over budget.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
Most of the accounts are at or below budget as of June 30 except for the fol-
lowing account which is over budget.

•   Tree Removal is $58,467 of which $10,851 is over budget. As of June 30 
this account had expended 58.48% of its annual budget.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
The majority of accounts in this category are under budget with the exception 
of Pool Supplies/Chemicals which is $1,413.53 over budget as of June 30.

Repairs & Maintenance:
•  Pest Control-Wasp/Bees/Swallows is $4,725, of which $3,975 is over the 

annual budget of $1,500. The coming months may bring additional pest 
removal costs.

•  Salaries/Related – Maintenance is $69,086, of which $7,415 is over budget 
as of June 30.

Traffic Control:
•  Gate Computer Maintenance/Supplies is $3,916, of which $1,423 is over 

budget as a result of the replacement of a visitor pass wireless reader/scanner 
in February 2021.

Utilities:
The following accounts are over budget as of June 30.

•  Water is $414,794 of which $129,813 is over budget as a result of increased 
usage and increased rates by the Santa Margarita Water District.

•  Gas is $28,014, of which $5,965 is over budget. As of the end of June 2021 
we have expended 70% of the annual budget.

•  Electricity is $81,148, of which $2,486 is over budget.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $197,807, of which $81,808 is over budget 
as a result of the unexpected price increase from Waste Management.

The following is a summary of our Operating category expenses for the first 
six months of 2021.

ITEM YTD YTD YTD
 ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

General
Administration $581,242 $645,692 +$64,450

Landscape $1,428,372 $1,506,639 +$78,267
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

2021 Asphalt Project
The work is scheduled to begin in 

September and continue into October, 
if needed. The approximate number of 
workdays are listed as 30. All home-
owners will receive notification of the 
work schedule with eblasts and Courier 
inserts.

For more details on street repairs, 
please see the Casta del Sol website.

• What is full depth reclamation?
A very popular reconstruction al-

ternative is known as Full-Depth 
Reclamation, FDR, and is an in-place 
recycling method for reconstruction of 
existing flexible pavements using the 
existing pavement section material as 
the base for the new roadway-wearing 
surface.

• What is a mill and overlay?
One form of street maintenance is 

sometimes referred to as mill and over-
lay. This process consists of two major 

steps: milling the street and laying the 
new asphalt. To mill the street, workers 
use heavy equipment to remove the 
surface of the street and place it into 
dump trucks.

2021 Tennis and Paddle Ball Courts 
Re-Surfacing Schedule

The Board approved Taylor Tennis to 
resurface both courts. The tennis courts 
are scheduled from August 16-20 and 
the Paddle Ball courts are scheduled 
from August 23-27. During these dates 
the courts will be closed for use.

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com
(949) 215-1955 (office)

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

for all residents and is compliant with 
all California codes.

Retraction:
It was reported in the July Courier 

Landscape Notes article that PWLC1 
was using Roundup on the asparagus 
fern growing on the slopes as a test to 
eliminate these invasive plants from 
Casta del Sol. That statement needs to 
be retracted as Roundup is no longer 
used by the landscape contractor. They 
are using alternate herbicides for this 
test as prescribed by a licensed Pest 
Control Advisor (PCA).
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

August 2021

Ashby, Susan ....................................23886 Via Maragall .... (209) 217-7386
 Valley Springs, CA
Barker, Jaryn ....................................23392 Villena.............. (510) 612-6991
 Oakland, CA
Cheney, Stephen & Cynthia .............27872 Via Silva .......... (949) 735-2213
 Palm Desert, CA

Cottone, Bob & Pat ..........................23446 Villena.............. (848) 391-0970
 Lavalette, NJ
Fleck, Regina & Joseph ...................28459 Alava ................ (415) 517-6986
 Daly City, CA
Garside, Barry & Paulette ................28245 Alava ................ (214) 684-1090
 Mission Viejo, CA
Kendall, Milo & Sally ......................27725 Via Rodrigo ..... (949) 422-4578
 Mission Viejo, CA
Marlow, Vicki & Al .........................Unlisted ...........(760) 271-5547 (Vicki)
    ............................................................................(760) 214-7171 (Al)
 Laguna Woods, CA
Murphy, Renee .................................23682 Villena.............. (949) 433-5949
 Irvine, CA
Nunn, Judy .......................................23426 Villena.............. (949) 233-5640
 Laguna Hills, CA
Pierce, Timothy & Wang .................28450 Alava ................ (561) 319-5419
 Latrobe, PA
Webb, Sarah .....................................23686 Villena.............. (949) 351-2610
 Lake Forest, CA
Xiang, Qing ......................................27846 Espinoza ........... (949) 701-6018
 Irvine, CA

Directory change

Lowry, Suzanne & Alan ..................23545 Ribalta .............. (949) 230-6974

Miller, Jay ........................................24066 Calendula ......... (714) 719-2973

Walloch, Debbie ..............................24066 Calendula ......... (949) 887-5108

Young-Mahoney, Joni

Enarson, Gene ..................................28175 Manhcuca ......... (310) 901-9149

 

If you’ve been vaccinated, you are 
in the majority of people who live 
in Casta del Sol. But what does it 
really mean? 

• Getting vaccinated using an 
mRNA method reduces the risk of 
getting COVID-19 by 94%.

• If you are fully vaccinated and you 
become infected, it should be a mild 
case. 

• If you are outdoors, or with small 
groups of people indoors, it is okay 
to not wear a mask.

News You Can Use:
Mask or No Mask

• In a large crowd, with people 
you don’t know, it would be wise to 
continue to wear a mask for safety. 
Airports, hospitals, and some stores 
also require masks.

• At Casta, we are asking for those 
who are unvaccinated to voluntarily 
mask. The unvaccinated are at a 
higher risk for severe reactions to 
COVID-19 and should wear a mask 
for their own safety.

• It was noted this year that our 
regular flu season was very mild, 
and it was partially due to wearing 
masks.

Stay safe and stay healthy
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2021 Election – 49th Annual Homeowners Meeting – New 
Board of Directors
Continued from page 1

Gerry Millikan, A Woman With Moves
Continued from page 1

The Charmed Life of Wade and Kimberly Wooldridge
Continued from page 1

June 23 tally were processed while the 
meeting was in progress. Then, Barbara 
Harris certified the results of the elec-
tion and announced the votes received 
by each of the six Director Candidates. 
The meeting was transmitted via Zoom 
and teleconference for homeowners’ 
observation.

Three of the seven Board of Director 
positions were open for this election. 
Those elected were Marci Smith, Matt 
Loftus and Joe Hachadoorian. Each 
are first time Directors and will serve 
a two-year term.

Following the announcement of the 
election results and at the conclusion of 

the Annual Meeting, there was a short 
recess while the new Board selected its 
officer positions. Randy Thompson, the 
selected Board President, concluded 
the evening with the announcement of 
the new Board of Directors positions.

The 2021/2022 Board of Directors 
are:

Randy Thompson, President

Mary Kay Crowley, Vice President

Shelly Lethiot, Secretary

Matt Loftus, Treasurer

Ricardo Gonzales, Director

Joe Hachadoorian, Director

Marci Smith, Director

The pandemic put a stop to their 
travel plans, to their racquetball play, 
their yoga, weight lifting and classes. 
Seeing people having fun playing 
pickleball here at Casta del Sol, they 
decided to try it.

Like everything else, they pursued 
pickleball with passion. They play 
three to four times a week, have played 
in one tournament, and are entered into 
another.

The arts are another of their pas-
sions. Eighteen years ago, they saw 
the play I Love You, You’re Perfect, 
Now Change, at the Laguna Playhouse. 
Watching the performance made them 
think they could perform. They took 
acting, singing and dancing lessons and 

ended up performing that play at the 
Cabrillo Playhouse. Wade has recorded 
three albums of music. They have per-
formed in plays at many local venues; 
Wade has performed in 31 plays, Kim-
berly in 35. Just to keep busy, Wade is 
a soloist for his church. They are both 
church song leaders.

While the pandemic has slowed them 
down, it has not stopped them. They 
continue exercising, doing yoga and 
resistance bands in their garage twice 
a week and playing pickleball three 
times a week while awaiting traveling 
and performing again. Kimberly’s 
parents call them “Fa - -s in a Whirl-
wind.” They prefer to think they have 
a charmed life.

ing as a midshipman at Notre Dame, 
Gerry and their infant daughter joined 
him in Indiana. Once he deployed, it 
was back to Los Angeles.

After the war, Gerry, Jack and their 
two children moved to Westchester 
where they built a home. The next stop 
was Whittier where, aged 40, Gerry had 
their last child.

With the children grown and gone, 
Jack and Gerry moved to Mission Viejo 
to a home on the lake, where they and 
their family enjoyed boating, fishing, 
and the beach.

After a few years, Jack and Gerry 
decided to move to Palm Desert to 

enjoy a 55-plus community. It was a 
long drive to see their kids, so they also 
bought a small condo overlooking Lake 
Mission Viejo.

Eventually they decided to move to 
Casta del Sol where they could enjoy 
a 55-plus experience and be closer to 
their family. A big plus for Gerry was 
the ability to play mah jongg here, a 
game she had learned in the desert.

Although a master mover, Gerry 
says she has no intention of moving 
ever again. However, for those who 
are anticipating a move, she says it is 
crucial to plan ahead and try to get rid 
of a lot of stuff.
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June Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

ITEM YTD YTD YTD
 ACTUAL BUDGET VARIANCE

Recreation $198,577 $214,742 +$16,165

Maintenance $128,608 $134,458 +$5,850

Traffic $391,643 $394,505 +$2,862 
Utilities $732,965 $512,938 -$220,027

TOTALS $3,461,408 $3,408,975 -$52,433

The following two CDs are due to mature as follows:

• Reserves – Maturity date 08/04/2021 - $200,000
• Reserves – Maturity date 08/05/2021 - $200,000

Treasurer’s Comments:
We will be reviewing the Budget specific to Reserves, Operations and Capital 

Funds in the upcoming months and urge all homeowners to participate and 
attend monthly Board meetings. Currently the Budget and Finance Committee 
is in the process of collecting all committee budget requests in preparation 
for the next fiscal year.

Financial Statement

Upon motion duly made and seconded July 15, 2021 the Board approved 
the June 30, 2021 financial statement, this Treasurer’s Report and ratifies the 
review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers of funds 
made in this period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
Matt Loftus, Treasurer

Facilities
The Facilities Committee’s former 

Chair, Marci Smith, was elected to 
our Casta del Sol Board of Directors 
in June. Marci will now be the Board 
Liaison to the Committee, but no 
longer our Chair. The Facilities Com-
mittee members share the important 
work done by this committee. One of 
my responsibilities will be to author 
the monthly Committee article for the 
Courier.Budget and Finance

We reviewed the May financial state-
ments at our June meeting. Currently, 
most areas have a positive variance 
year-to-date. Some line items in Land 
Maintenance are over budget, but 
the total positive variance is $58,033 
year-to-date for this category. The 
Greenbelt Committee has committed 
to a $100,050 reduction in expenses 
this year.

The one area that is over budget is 
Utilities (by $165,977 year-to-date), 
which is expected due to unbudgeted 
fee increases in water and trash. The 
projected total year-end deficit at the 
end of May is approximately $26,000.

During July, the Budget Chair sent 
out Funding Requests for the 2022 
Operating Budget to each Committee 
Chair; these requests are to be returned 

Architectural
One of the biggest complaints the 

Architectural Committee receives is 
for the noncompliance of trash con-
tainers. Either containers are put out 
for scheduled pickup and left out until 
the weekend or homeowners are not 
in compliance with their stored trash 
containers. Stated in 7.2d of the Ar-
chitectural Standards and Guideline is 
the following:

“Trash container(s) when not placed 
on the street for scheduled pickup, must 
be kept in an enclosed location or not 
in view from the street. Note: trash 
containers must not be placed at the 
curb earlier than one (1) day prior to 
scheduled pickup and must be removed 
no later than the morning after pickup.”

The Committee defines view from 
street as standing in the street, in front 
of your dwelling, at your main entrance 
(may be a gate or front door). Looking 
to the left and right, we should see no 
trash containers in view.

When the new third trash container 
arrives, some of you may need to 
divide and conquer to stay within the 
guidelines. Where your current storage 
for two containers does not offer space 
for the third, you might think of putting 
the least used container behind a large 

Continued on page 10

 

Q: How many Powerstone Man-
agement employees work on-site 
at CdS?

A: There are 16 Powerstone Man-
agement employees at Casta del 
Sol. This includes the administrative 
department, recreation department, 
landscape department, maintenance 
department, clerical personnel, and 
maintenance workers.

Q: What does the Management 
Fee include for Powerstone Man-
agement?

A: The management fee includes the 
salary and all related costs for the 
on-site manager. Additionally, the 
fee includes financial management, 

News You Can Use
Residents Are Asking . . .

IT services, and software as well as 
management oversight and assis-
tance to the Board and on-site staff.

Q: What is the extra 5% fee 
charged for Powerstone Manage-
ment Employees?

A: There is a 5% HR administrative 
fee for all dedicated on-site em-
ployees to cover human resources 
related services, such as payroll, 
benefit administration, and recruit-
ing paid to an outside service. Since 
Powerstone employees are 100% 
dedicated to the Association, the 
HOA assumes the full cost of their 
salaries, payroll taxes, benefits, and 
workers compensation.

bush, a lattice screen, behind a gate 
or in a corner on the back patio with 
a trash can slipcover (yes, they make 
them). You could perhaps build a trash 
can enclosure with an approved Archi-
tectural application, of course. Do not 
wait. Start planning now.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

by August 6. Clubs should make 
any requests to the B&F Committee 
through the Club President.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. The committee 
meets regularly on the third Monday 
of each month at 1 p.m. Our August 
meeting will be held on Monday, Au-
gust 19 in person and via Zoom. See 
the eblast for more details.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Matt Loftus, Liaison 
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Facilities
Continued from page 9

Library
The Library Committee met in person 

after a long hiatus and got right down 
to business. We celebrated meeting in 
person and the reopening of the Li-
brary. Initially we will be utilizing the 
old method of checking out books but 
hope to have the new scanner program 
up and running soon. We are shutting 
down the curbside service program 
temporarily. Now that you can come 
into the library to check out the new 
books for yourself, having someone 
else check them out for you and then 
calling you to come in for them seems 
redundant. We will reconsider the pro-
gram at a later date.

We discussed the rotating art pro-
gram. After a successful start dis-
playing Casta del Sol artists, we find 
we now are looking for new artists to 
display their work in the Library. The 
pieces can be for sale; that activity 
would be conducted at the Rec Ctr 1 
desk. If you are interested, please call 
Maureen Caywood at (949) 916-1972 
for more details.

Our Book Club (now two book clubs) 
has grown during the closedown, but 
there are still openings in one of the 
clubs. If you are interested in joining, 
please call Suzanne Popel at (949) 
215-5157.

One of the most pressing needs in 
our community is the completion of 
an adequate fitness center. The space 
in Building D that formerly housed the 
fitness center is being finished with a 
new ceiling, flooring, lighting, etc., and 
may become a temporary home for a 
fitness center. The cost of refurbishing 
this area can be covered by Reserves. 
Later, depending on usage of the fit-
ness center and financing possibilities 
for other options, we may be able to 
move forward with plans for a larger 
fitness center.

The 2021 Asphalt Project was ap-
proved by the Board at its July 1 
meeting. The streets to be worked on 
this year were identified by using core 
samples and the Pavement Condition 
Index from Geotechnical Engineering, 
Inc. Work is scheduled to be done by 
Premier Paving beginning in early 
September.

Our meetings are open to all residents 
in person or via Zoom. We meet on the 
fourth Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. 
in the Vista Room.

Donna Guild, Committee Member, 
(949) 446-0005

Marci Smith, Liaison

Reserve Study
The Reserve Committee has been 

very active for the past several weeks. 
There are eight committees that make 
up the Reserve Committee and they 
work to figure out what reserve expens-
es will be allowed for the year 2022. 
Our next step is to have the draft of 
our plan submitted to Sean Anderson 
of Association Reserves Inc. for pre-
liminary approval and, hopefully, final 
approval in August or September. Our 
next scheduled meeting is August 13 
when we expect the final draft from 
our consultant.

Bill Swift, Chair, (714) 815-3631
Matt Loftus, Liaison

Greenbelt
Planning is underway to determine 

which needed landscape improvements 
will be done in 2022. One area needing 
attention is the slope along Jeronimo. 
Improvements have been made in the 
past to certain portions along this slope: 
trees were planted between Gate 3 and 
Olympiad, and areas bordering Gates 
2 and 3 were renovated. Because of 
the size of the slope and budget con-
straints, restoration work must be done 
in stages. The committee is currently 
planning the next project for a section 
of Jeronimo. It will include removing 
aging woody Acacia, replacing it with 
the more fire resistant Tecomaria, and 
planting replacement trees.

It may seem like a small thing to stop 
our landscape contractor’s employees 
to inquire about a little extra work 
you want done or to direct them to do 
something differently. However, they 
have a maintenance schedule to keep 
and are not allowed to customize their 
work for a homeowner. Since they want 
to be responsive, these requests can put 
them in an uncomfortable position.

If you have a landscape request or 
concern, the LMR (Landscape Main-
tenance Request) system is there for 
your use; just call PWLC1 at (949) 

583-2705. This system allows your 
request to be recorded and tracked so 
that the proper person can respond. It 
also informs us of general problems 
that need attention.

The Greenbelt Committee meets in 
the Garden Room on the second Tues-
day of the month at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, (949) 458-1034
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison 

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
Finding Ashley, Danielle Steel

Golden Girl, Elin Hilderbrand

Lizzie and Dante, Mary Bly

Malibu Rising, Taylor Jenkins Reid

One Two Three, Laurie Frankel

The Engineer’s Wife,
 Tracey Enerson Wood

The Maidens, Alex Michaelides

The Other Black Girl,
 Zakiya Dalila Harris

The President’s Daughter,
 James Patterson & Bill Clinton

The Sweetness of Water, Nathan Harris

Large Print:
A Perfect Explanation,
 Eleanor Anstruther

Bullet for a Stranger,
 William Johnstone

Jackpot, Stuart Woods

Legacy, Nora Roberts

One by One, Ruth Ware

The Memory Collectors, Kim Neville

The Saboteurs, Clive Cussler

The Stepsisters, Susan Mallery

The Summer of Lost and Found,
 Mary Alice Monroe

Unfinished Business, J. A. Vance
Pat Vitti, Chair, (949) 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Welcome
Welcome to all newcomers to the 

community. Now that restrictions have 
been lifted, members of the Welcome 
Committee are calling newcomers to 
arrange home visits. If you have not yet 
been contacted by one of our members, 
we would like to hear from you. You 
may call me at (949) 328-9138 to make 
an appointment for a meeting. We have 
a packet with a wealth of information 
to give you about the facilities and 
many programs that are here, as well 
as information about local resources.

Until we meet, welcome to Casta del 
Sol once again.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Marci Smith, Liaison

Traffic
With COVID-19 restrictions lifted, 

the Traffic Committee will again be 

Social
Attention all residents: the Social 

Committee is hosting an Opening Cel-
ebration on August 31 from 7 to 9:30 
p.m.; BYOB to Pool 1. Our resident 
DeeJay, Kip Isbell, will be playing your 
favorite tunes. Come to enjoy music, 
dessert, games, and dancing. More 
information to follow.

Keep your calendar open and be on 
the lookout for our Western Night, 
which will be held on September 23.

We are always looking for new 
members. We have our formal Social 
Committee meetings on the first Friday 
of the month at 10 a.m. in the Garden 
Room. If you would like to meet the 
Social Committee members, please 
drop by and attend one of our meetings. 
We are a happy and fun-loving group. 
Please come by, especially if you are 
new to Casta.

Joan Parker, Chair, (949) 510-4000
joan-parker@hotmail.com

Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

meeting in the Garden Room on the 
first Monday of the month. I urge all 
residents interested in traffic and safety 
related information, ongoing projects, 
and future plans, to attend the meetings. 
Check your eblasts for a copy of the 
meeting agenda. If you can’t attend 
the meeting, the minutes are available. 
Contact the office or send us an email 
for a copy. Facts first-hand are always 
preferable to rumors third-hand. 

You may have noticed that CGS 
technicians have installed cameras at 
Gates 1 and 2. Cameras are also sched-
uled to be installed at Gates 3 and 4. 
They are motion-activated and record 
activity after dark as well as during the 
day. Pedestrian and vehicular traffic is 
recorded and archived. In the event of 
accidents, gate crashes, or any undesir-
able or unsafe activity, the videos can 
be referenced and, if necessary, can be 
used as evidence for the police.

Speeding in Casta del Sol is still a 
serious problem. How much time do 
you gain in Casta by going 35 mph 
instead of 25 mph? Is it worth the $100 
or $200 fine?

If you really have an interest in 
keeping Casta safe and keeping traffic 
related costs down, consider joining 
the Traffic Committee. Contact us if 
you have questions regarding the com-
mittee’s responsibilities and what we 
do and how we do it. We are always 
looking for residents who are interested 
in helping to improve the Casta way 
of life.

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair,
(949) 367-6671, Wilmott@cox.net

Lynn Yeazel, Co-Chair,
(949) 582-0212, lyhdtv@gmail.com

Joe Hachadoorian, Liaison



The Casta CourierAugust 2021 Page  11



The Casta Courier August 2021Page  12

Baby Boomers
The Baby Boomers Club is hoping 

that within the next few months we 
will return to large events on the Pool 
1 patio and/or the Vista Room. We 
haven’t set a date yet because of some 
current restrictions. We typically hold 
the parties on the first Saturday of the 
month.

Baby Boomers are famous for excep-
tional parties, with live music, plentiful 
dancing, and delicious food. We enjoy 
offering a different theme each month 
which is reflected in our flyers, décor, 
cuisine, and attire. If you are interested 
in scrumptious food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, you 
will enjoy our parties. For those who 
love dancing, our bands play a range of 
music to suit different tastes. All ages 
are welcome, not just Baby Boomers 
(who were born between 1946 and 
1964).

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at (949) 305-4705.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club is back to meeting at 

our regular time, day, and place. This is 
an active group of folks from different 
churches. Our studies are varied, but 
always Bible-oriented. We examine 
and/or question the study of the day, 
but always keep the discussion on topic 
and from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, (949) 633-4803.

Kay Reed,
dentist2cali@gmail.com,

(949) 354-1460

Billiards
Hooray! By now you know that all 

four tables in the Billiards Room are 
open for play. This article was written 
before the July Board of Directors 
meeting, but if all went as expected, 
Rec Ctr 1 hours are back to normal 
with access until 10 p.m. Other clubs 
are also taking advantage of this great 
community amenity. The Military 
Veterans Club is already scheduling 
Billiards Night after some of their 
evening meetings. Encourage your 
club members to schedule a party at 
the pool room. I guarantee you’ll have 
a good time.

Now that Casta is opening up again, 
this is a great opportunity for the new 
residents to become familiar with all 
Casta has to offer. I may be biased, 
but number one on your list should be, 
you guessed it, the Billiards Room. It’s 
popular with the ladies and lessons are 
available, so come join us.

Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,

(949) 367-6671

Bridge
All CdS bridge venues are finally 

back in play, but check to see about any 
time changes for other gatherings. The 
sandwich boards at Rec Ctr 1 have been 
updated with the major CdS meeting 
times for the Fiesta Room.

Many players have moved into or 
out of CdS in the past many months. 
We welcome all newcomers to join 
us, especially first timers, for Monday 
Party Bridge at 11 a.m. – first come, 
first served for full tables; Tuesday 
Duplicate Bridge begins at 12 p.m.; 
and Saturday Party Bridge begins at 6 
p.m. Participation/prize fees ($1) are 
the usual. We welcome old friends and 
newcomers back to the tables. Many 
thanks to Sandee for doing duplicate 
scoring and Michael for coordinating 
and many others who provide weekly 
treats.

Casta Gates
Bait and switch, smoke and mirrors. 

Close two gates and traffic on Calle 
Valdes increases. Solution: paint 
one curb red and owners stay inside. 
Simple. But the question of incon-
venience is simple relativity. I was 
inconvenienced returning home after 
10 p.m. the other night. Think like this: 

if Casta del Sol were located just two 
miles from its present position in any 
direction what would that do every-
one’s drive? It is all relative and all in 
the mind. But please, do not demand 
that others pay to solve your personal 
problems. A million dollars in a few 
short years is a big deal.

Bill Stetzel

Continued on page 13
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Continued on page 16

Canine Companions
Our first Canine Companions Club 

luncheon since March 2020 was July 
24, and we had a great turnout. Those 
Hot Dawgs were delicious. It was 
wonderful seeing our friends and some 
new residents and, of course, all the 
delightful dogs.

Our next luncheon will be on August 
21 at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion at 
Rec Ctr 2 from 1 to 3 p.m. We will 
be serving pulled pork sandwiches, 
coleslaw, chips, and dessert. Water and 
soft drinks will also be served. We hope 
you can join us.

On September 18, from 4 to 6 p.m., 
we will have Yappy Hour. BYOB! 
Appetizers will be served with water 
and soft drinks.

On October 23, from 1 to 3 p.m., 
we are having a Halloween Costume 
Party with pumpkin pie and Halloween 
cupcakes.

Ceramics
Welcome back, members! It’s won-

derful to see you again.

The Ceramics Club will be accepting 
new members in August. New mem-
bers will benefit from the Orientation 
Course where they learn how to com-
plete projects, use studio equipment, 
and become familiar with studio 
practices and rules prior to working 
on their own.

We are also pleased to announce that 
the Holiday Boutique is back. This 
community event will be held on Oc-
tober 15 and 16 this year from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Resident artisan and crafter 
vendors will be invited to sign up to 
sell their handmade items three weeks 

See you at the tables.
Tim McCoy,

mccoytest@cox.net,
(805) 456-9266

Bridge
Continued from page 12

November 13, from 1 to 3 p.m., is 
our Chili Luncheon with salad, chips, 
and dessert.

The December Holiday Party is to 
be decided.

Please, you must RSVP for all of our 
events.

Linda Brockmiller,
lindabrock@cox.net,

(949) 412-1083
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 19 18

 27 26 25 24 23

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

 17 16  21

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - August 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco................................2nd T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 5:30 p.m., F
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... M, 5 p.m., F;
 W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6 p.m., H
Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, G 

  9

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G   9 a.m. Reserve, V

 10

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

Scrabble ...........................T, 6:30 p.m., L
Shuffle League Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Super ....................2nd Su, 1 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Training .................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers ........................W, 1 p.m., G
Tennis  ..............................T,TH, 6:30 p.m.;
 M,W,S, 8 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 5:30 p.m., F
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                       Meeting, V

  9 a.m. Chippers Event,
                                    R2

  8

 28

12:30 p.m. Canine
              Companions, LBP

 29

 15

 22

 20

  5:45 p.m. Tennis
                           Event, P1

August
2021

10 a.m. Welcome, G

  9 a.m. Facilities, V

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

 11  12  14 13

  7

 31 30

  7 p.m. Social Event, P1

10 a.m. Social, G
  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                    Workshop, V

  5   6

Meetings & events

Recreation Center #1:  8 am - 10 pm
Recreation Center #2:  8 am - 10 pm

Both open 7 days a week.

  2

10 a.m. Library, G

  3

  1 p.m. Architectural , V  9 a.m. Traffic, G

  1   4

Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........S, 10 a.m., H;
Mexican Train....................T, 1 p.m., G
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Pickleball ..........................F,Su, 9 a.m., TC
 M,W. 4 p.m., TC
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies .....................2nd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Rubber Bridge ...................M, 11 a.m.,F
Rubber Bridge ...................S, 6 p.m., F
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Recently Remodeled Residences:
By Debra Friedman, photos by Jeff McCoy

The chance to gut a house and 
start rebuilding from scratch is a 

homeowner’s dream. That describes 
the circumstances for Kathy Wu and 
Phil Estebo, who moved into a Carmel 
Pacific Grove style home in November 
2020. Kathy Wu has lived in Casta 
del Sol for about 16 years. When she 
married Phil in 2019, they searched for 
a CdS house where they could have a 
fresh start.

The style Kathy and Phil prefer is a 
combination of modern and traditional 
with lots of light. To achieve a brighter 
look, they expanded some of their win-
dows. There are also a few touches of 
Asian design such as the bamboo bench 
in their atrium and decorative bamboo 
glass in their bathroom.

The master bathroom leant itself to 
an outstanding design, that was distinc-
tive. There is a double sink vanity on 
one side and a separate water closet on 
the other side. In between is the piece 
de resistance – a large walk-in shower. 
The two border walls and pony wall 
are a beautiful, shiny deep gray tile 
which is enchanting in an otherwise 
white house. The wheelchair accessible 
entrance and the hidden shampoo niche 
are benefits of this design. Further-
more, there is no glass to clean, and 
the recently replaced skylight above 
the shower, results in a bright, clean 
space. An impressive feature is the 
turn-on valve which is at the edge of the 
shower, so that you don’t get wet while 
waiting for the water to heat up. And if 
inclined, the shower is large enough to 
accommodate two people.

Kathy and Phil are pleased with the 
choices they have made in their newly 
remodeled home and hope to enjoy it 
for many more years.

Being HGTV junkies, we are at-
tuned to the latest trends in home 

remodeling and décor. For the homes 
being flipped for sale, or remodeled 
to enhance their appeal, many contain 
white, gray, and light wood tones. The 
home styles tend to be contemporary, 
mid-Century modern, or transitional. 
However, I prefer the aesthetic of 
farmhouse, shabby-chic, Boho-chic, 
and vintage.

So, when it came time to remodel 
the master en suite bathroom, we 
ventured in a direction incorporating 
industrial elements. Slate-like tiles, 
roughhewn wood, a copper sink, iron 
rubbed bronze fixtures, and mixed 
metal achieved a unique finish.

A key benefit of the slate shower 
tile, rustic looking shower pan, and 
floor tiles is they show almost no dirt 
or grout stains. And the advantage of 
the shower pony wall containing an in-
terior shampoo niche, is that unsightly 
toiletries are hidden.

The vanity was designed based on a 
pricey style found in a high-end furni-
ture store. The vanity base we selected 
was a piece of furniture that was not 
specifically intended for a bathroom. 
Then we searched extensively for a 
copper sink, which we discovered on-
line. The marble slab top was a remnant 
from a tile store. And the faucet was 
purchased separately to complement 
the rest of the vanity. Fortunately, our 
contractors did an outstanding job with 
the installation.

Every time I use this unique sink 
and shower, I marvel at how it was all 
accomplished.

If you have a room in your house that 
has been remodeled within the past 
three years and would like to feature 
it in an article, please contact me at 
debrafriedman0@gmail.com.

Wu/Estebo Friedman/Scott
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Ceramics
Continued from page 13

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our Social Singles group. Membership 
is free. We will be getting together on 
Thursday, August 5 at 1 p.m. for social-
izing and games, and on Thursday, Au-
gust 19 at 1 p.m. for lunch at O’Neill’s 
Bar and Grill at Arroyo Trabuco Golf 
Course in Mission Viejo. Please wait 
to get an email confirmation around the 
beginning of August to confirm that 
these get togethers will be happening. 

Republicans
Fortunately, we were able to meet 

in July by the fountain area just inside 
Gate 1 with a speaker and patriotic 
music. We enjoyed socializing with 
other members and enjoyed pizza 
and drinks. We encouraged everyone 
to wear masks, although this is now 
optional if you are vaccinated. Our 
president, Karen Warren, is working 
hard to schedule a couple of more stim-
ulating meetings to round out the year. 
This past year has been hard for all of 
us who have tried to remain healthy by 
following the rules, or by taking care 
of family members who could have 
caught COVID-19. 

We anticipate by September we will 
have a good plan for our Republican 
Club.

Cordelia Neale, augusun@aol.com, 
(949) 916-0117

Continued on page 17

Las Damas
The excitement is palpable through-

out the Casta del Sol community, as 
COVID-19 restrictions have been 
gradually removed, and facilities and 
club activities are gradually reopening. 
In order to maximize the safety and 
well-being of all residents, the roll-out 
of club re-openings will be spaced out 
over the next few months.

Las Damas Club officers will be 
meeting in September to plan for the 
first Las Damas luncheon meeting, 
tentatively scheduled for the second 
Wednesday of November in the Vista 
Room. This will be just in time for our 
traditional Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas-themed holiday luncheons.

In the meantime, if any club member 
is interested in volunteering for a posi-
tion as a Las Damas officer, several fun 
openings are available. Please call Jill 
Shwam at (949) 470-9827 for further 
details.

Pat Crowley, Patc624@yahoo.com, 
(949) 305-0582

Military Veterans
Now that Casta del Sol is back to near 

normal, it’s time to gather in person for 
meetings and events. Our regular meet-
ings will still be on the 4th Monday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m., but in the 
Garden Room now. We will be having 
a Pizza Party in the Vista Room on 
September 27, and our Veterans Day 
Ball in the Vista Room on November 
11. Save these dates, and details will be 
announced well in advance. Our club 
was fortunate to have had the first post-
COVID-19 social event in Casta on the 
4th of July. What a fun time celebrating 
our wonderful country.

If you are a veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact 
me for a friendly chat.

Our next meeting will be Monday, 
August 23 in the Garden Room at 
1830 hrs.

Kip Isbell, kipisbell@live.com,
(949) 922-2530

before the event. Additional details will 
be forthcoming in the Courier.

Darrelyn Wood,
(949) 939-7104

Democrats
The Democrats group of Casta del Sol 

is excited to finally return to in person 
events as we used to pre-COVID-19 
restrictions. We have scheduled the 
date of September 26 at 4 p.m. for our 
first meeting. We are planning a festive 
Welcome Back celebration. Stay tuned 
for the September Courier, eblasts, 
and a special invitation to our fellow 
Democrats.

The social aspect and building cama-
raderie during our Democrats group 
meetings is a key feature. We also 
plan to have a speaker each month, as 
well as allowing participants to share 
stories, nearby events, and ideas.

If you have not received member 
emails and would like to add your name 
to the list, please email marialucgom@
gmail.com. A reminder is sent to mem-
bers for each meeting.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Crafts for Charity
We finally got to meet in July, after 

nearly a year and a half! Everyone was 
very excited to see each other and start 

crafting. The ladies finished 24 journals 
for the Laura’s House residents and got 
started on another small journal project.

During our hiatus, we kept busy 
individually, and more recently, in 
small groups. We delivered 100 Thank 
You cards to Mission Viejo City Hall 
for the deployed military from Camp 
Pendleton. Also, we gave 85 July 4 
tray favors to the folks at Meals on 
Wheels in Mission Viejo. We’re cur-
rently entertaining ideas for Halloween, 

Thanksgiving, and Christmas projects.

We meet the first and third Wednes-
day each month (August 4 and 18), 
from 10 a.m. until noon at Rec Ctr 
2 in the Heritage Room. Afterward, 
many of us meet for a no-host lunch 
at a local eatery.

For details, call Marlene Kazan at 
(949) 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com,

(310) 480-9093
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Vegetable Garden
Break out your dirndl or lederhosen 

and save the date! The Vegetable 
Garden Club is hosting an Octoberfest 
party at the Rec Ctr 1 pool area on 
Saturday, October 2. We also held a 
successful Sip-n-Sup gathering in the 
garden in June hosted by our social 
guru, Lynne Shelley, that went very 
well. This will likely become an annual 
event. 

Additionally, a Master Gardener 
talk will be scheduled for November, 
so stay tuned. As of this writing, the 
garden is 100% full and we have 16 
residents currently waiting for a lot.

Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin,

jeffperrinrealtor@gmail.com,
(714) 969-9666

Woodworkers
Woodworkers’ Club members are 

back in business after the COVID-19 
restrictions were lifted in Casta del Sol. 
We have continued meeting in the Rec 
Ctr 1 Arts and Crafts Room, next door 
to the Fitness Center, on Mondays and 
Thursdays, 12 to 3 p.m. We became 
accustomed to garage meetings over 

Water Exercise
August is always the most glorious 

time in the pool. We start our musical 
workouts at 9 a.m. and they run for 
about 45 minutes. After the music, you 
are free to work with noodles, wall ex-
ercise, float, or go in the Jacuzzi. Even 
if we have an overcast start, it usually 
clears and we have blue skies. Where 
else can you exercise and help every 
aspect of your body? We love it - good 
friends and good times.

Join us each Monday through Friday 
at Pool 1. The cost is only $5 for the 
entire year. You will need to sign up in 

Away Golf
Our next tournament will be held at 

Costa Mesa Country Club on Tuesday 
August 10; we will play the Los Lagos 
Course. This is a golf-only event. The 
cost for golf, a shared cart, and prizes 
is $66. Tee times will start at 9:06 a.m.

If you missed signing up for this tour-
nament, you will have an opportunity 
to play in another tournament very 
soon. We are planning tournaments 
for October and November, as well as 
a year-end dinner. We are requesting 
members to volunteer to serve as a club 
officer and/or plan a future tournament.

Away Golf Club welcomes singles, 
couples and/or entire foursomes and, 
as always, guests are welcome.

Joyce Parlin, (949) 588-0337

Bocce Ball
Bocce Ball is now back to normal 

operation. We can now return to play-
ing at 7 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday nights. We have also been 
approved to resume our card games 
in the Shuffleboard Pavilion on the 
second and fourth Friday of the month. 
On card nights, Bocce will start at 6:30 
p.m. and cards will begin at 7:15 p.m.

Save the date for our annual Potluck 
at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion; it will 
be held on Monday, September 6 at 
5 p.m. Following dinner, we will be 
playing cards.

We will be having our annual com-
bined Christmas Party with the Shuf-
fleboard Club on Saturday, December 
17 at 6 p.m. in the Vista Room. We 
have already booked our favorite en-
tertainer (Tony Rogers) for this event. 
You know you are going to have fun 
if Tony is around!

Carol Zinsmeister, (949) 305-9890

To join the group and get on our email 
list, or for more information, please 
contact Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744

Social Singles
Continued from page 16

Variety Club
The Casta del Sol Variety Club is 

making plans to start up again after 
the long absence. We are planning for 
a kick-off party in mid-September. We 
welcome past Variety Club members 
and would like to encourage potential 
new members to join us for a social 
occasion. Then, our first performance 
will likely be in mid-December with a 
holiday theme. It should be lots of fun 
and definitely entertaining. Stay tuned 
for further details as we secure dates 
and locations.

Our members are looking forward 
to getting back to performing for our 
neighbors and friends. We look forward 
to the opportunity to sing, act, dance 
and entertain you. We welcome new 
members who enjoy putting on a show, 
working on stage or helping behind the 
scenes.

Anyone who is not currently a mem-
ber of the Variety Club and may be 
interested, please contact Barb Turino 
at (951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

the office, sign a waiver, and then come 
and join us for a good time.

See you at the pool!
Nan Rednall,

nrednall@sbcglobal.net,
(949) 770-5973

the past year and now find it difficult to 
return to our official meeting and plan-
ning room. We will continue to serve 
the community by accepting small re-
pair work on furniture and other wood 
projects that we can complete in our 
garage work areas.

As the summer ends and fall ap-
proaches, Woodworking Club mem-
bers will begin to design and plan 
wood projects for the fall and winter 
holidays. These will be displayed in our 
planning room and at any open venue 
during that time.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766
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Continued on page 19

Men’s Golf
We have now finished the first two 

months of our Club Championship. 
We still have some tight races to see 
who will become our four Flight Win-
ners. They will be determined when 
they post their August Championship 
Scores. Then in September, those four 
Flight Winners will have a play-off to 
determine the 2021 Club Champion.

We have worked out a process with 
the golf course to allow us to set tee 
markers for our Wednesday play. 
While the golf course and city have 
been spending time and money on im-
provements, they have been setting tee 
markers well ahead of the rated yard-
age. This causes our golf handicaps to 
be lower. By us setting the Wednesday 
markers near the rated yardage, we are 
correctly re-establishing our handicaps.

Call our Membership Chairman, Bill 
Riethmeier, at (949) 770-7022 to join 
our club.

Bill Burfeind, (949)305-4260

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club has returned 

to Open Play every day from 9 to 10:30 
a.m. for club members. All other times 
require signups on the whiteboard 
outside the courts and are available for 

Pickleball
There will be a Pickleball Club Social 

on Wednesday, August 4, starting at 6 
p.m. after the Open Play. Refreshments 
will be provided as we welcome new 
members and celebrate being back 
together after COVID-19-related re-
strictions. We are looking forward to 
more opportunities for socialization 

Lawn Bowling
Our current summer hours for club 

play are 9:30 a.m. to noon on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday; check in by 
9:15. We are now in a position to wel-
come interested potential new members 
and to provide lessons. Please contact 
Butch Nelson at (949) 351-0941 for 
details.

The green is filling in nicely and is 
ready for play. The morning start time 
helps with our current heat wave. Still, 
hats and sunscreen are strongly recom-
mended. The tables and chairs are back 
on the Pavilion patio. It’s a great place 
to sit and chat and watch the bowlers. 
You might get the urge to give it a try.

Sondra Nelson, (949) 290-4298

Bowling
Welcome back to bowling. The Casta 

del Sol league starts again on Thursday, 
September 16 and ends in mid-April. 
We bowl at 1 p.m. and finish by 4 p.m. 
at Saddleback Lanes on Marguerite 
Parkway in Mission Viejo. The cost is 
$15 per week with a one-time registra-
tion fee of $30. Everyone is welcome to 
join. It is good exercise, lots of laughs, 
and a great way to visit with friends and 
meet new people.

New this year: if four people want to 
be on the same team, you can do it. Just 
call Van Quinn at (949) 842-9151 with 
your team members’ names. Others 
interested in bowling can sign up by 
calling Van or Gilda. Come join us and 
have some fun.

Gilda Martin, (949) 244-2901

Chippers (golf)
Welcome to our new Casta del Sol 

residents. You are invited to meet fun 
people at a Chippers Golf event on 
Saturday, August 7 from 9 to 10:30 
a.m. The Casta golf practice area at 
Rec Ctr 2 will host 20 to 30 residents 
who have been waiting to smack a golf 
ball. This event is open to everyone in 
Casta whether you are a new golfer 
or quite experienced. Admission is $5 

per person (observers are free). Players 
will hit golf balls toward 18 interesting 
targets. You may bring your favorite 
wedge golf club, or we can provide 
one. There will be cash prizes.

You are welcome to donate golf-re-
lated or non-golf-related items for our 
prize table. We collect golf clubs that 
are no longer being used. These can be 
given free to new golfers. Need clubs? 
Need golf instruction? We can help. 
Give it a try.

Bob Hrad, (949) 290-0366

members and non-members.

Our first clinic was on July 21. We 
will continue to have clinics for new-
comers and rusty players on the third 
Wednesday of every month at 4 p.m. 
Mike Cusack and Roger Hobbs have 
returned to teach clinics that are fun, 
informative, and that improve skills.

Social events are also taking place. 
We had a successful Open House on 
July 10. We are planning a Starry Sep-
tember Night tournament on Septem-
ber 18; stay tuned for signups. Court 
resurfacing will take place in August; 
players will be notified by emails and 
eblasts. In the future, we will have more 
tournaments and a festive member-
ship party combined with our annual 
meeting.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195
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Tennis
The long-awaited 2021 Tennis Club 

social program is now in full swing 
with a variety of events scheduled. The 
first event was a Happy Hour gathering 
on July 29. On August 28, the Tennis 
Club is sponsoring an evening party at 
the Rec Ctr 1 pool area with dinner by 
Tutto Fresco and music by the well-
known Ortega Highway band. This 
event will be open to club members 
and Casta del Sol residents. On the 
courts, the Tennis Club is sponsoring a 
tournament and barbecue on September 

Shuffleboard
Welcome back shuffleboarders; 

it’s great to return to our beautiful 
Pavilion! Sunday super shuffle and 
Sunday potluck began in July. Their 
next gatherings are August 15 at 1 
p.m. and August 29 at 2 p.m. (potluck). 
Wednesday night Pot of Gold ($5 for 
10 weeks) begins September 15 at 6:30 
p.m. Until then, Wednesday night will 
be practice only. For the month of Au-
gust, Tuesday morning travel team’s 
friendly games and Thursday morning 
practice sessions will be at 9 a.m. Both 
of these competitive sessions will begin 
in September.

Friday morning instruction open to 
all remains at 10 a.m.; everyone is wel-
come. Our first social will be Saturday, 
September 11, a Pizza Bingo Party in 
the Vista Room at 6 p.m. including 
soda, beer, salad, and dessert; members 

Paddle Tennis
Continued from page 18

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

August Happenings

in the fall.

If you are interested in trying Pick-
leball, we play at Rec Ctr 2 on Tennis 
Courts #2A and #2B on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m., and 
Fridays and Sundays from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Come out to the courts during any of 
these times to check out how much 
fun Pickleball is! Paddles and balls are 
available for new players, and new-
comers are always welcome.

The Tennis/Pickleball courts are 
being resurfaced and repainted this 
month, and then we will have four 
Pickleball courts available, so the more 
the merrier. If you have any questions 
about Pickleball, please contact Metty 
Thomason at (714) 325-3526, or Donna 
Guild.

Donna Guild, (949) 446-0005

$7, non-members $10. It’s important to 
sign up on August 9. Reservations will 
close on September 8, if not before. We 
look forward to a large turnout as our 
bingo prizes have increased.

Mary Lou Oster, (949) 855-3890

11 at the Casta tennis courts.

Details for all the upcoming events 
can be found and signups (payments) 
made at the Rec Ctr 1 office. In view of 
the excitement surrounding the current 
and planned Tennis Club activities, we 
are looking forward to greeting many 
new members on the courts and at the 
social gatherings.

Roger Gyger, (630) 781-3857

The Norman P. Murray Center is now 
open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. Pa-
trons can enjoy many new and returning 
fitness classes, health and education 
workshops, music, technology pro-
grams, and more.

Register for the following classes by 
visiting https://cityofmissionviejo.org/
register, or call The Murray Center at 
(949) 470-3062 for help with regis-
tering.

The Age Well Drive Smart class 
is an education program specifically 
designed to help seniors tune up their 
driving skills, refresh their knowledge 
of the rules of the road, and learn about 
normal age-related physical changes 
and how they impact driving ability. 
Thursday, August 12, 10 a.m. to noon. 
Course #86515. Free.

Develop a Blueprint to Longevity. 
Learn strategies to live to 100 with 
good health with Dr. Trinh, Tuesday, 
August 24, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Course 
#83689. Free.

Laugh and Exercise for Your 
Health while doing cardio, stretch-
ing and breathing for fun and fitness. 

Mondays, August 9 and 23, 3 to 4 p.m. 
Course #85896. Free.

Singles Ping-pong will be offered 
on a first-come, first-served basis each 
day. Drop in play only. Monday and 
Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Free.

Bingo is every Wednesday from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. You may purchase as many 
cards as you want for 50 cents each. 
Ten games are played, and the total 
monies from the card purchases will 
be divided into 10 cash pots where you 
can win cash prizes. Social distancing 
and wearing of a mask is required if not 
vaccinated. Volunteer bingo callers are 
sought. Contact Age Well Senior Ser-
vices at (949) 470-3063 to volunteer. 
Wednesdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m. Free.

Crafty Ladies is a morning social 
group that knits and crochets blankets, 
clothing and other items for various 
charities in the community. Wednes-
days, 9:30 to11:30 a.m. Free.

Go paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  em a i l  e a ch  mon t h ,  e ma i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line. Or you may call The Murray Cen-
ter at (949) 470-3062 for help.
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The Brown Bomber and The 
Old Mill

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

San Diego Zoo Safari Park

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Day TrippingCity Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

Carl St. Clair and the Pacific Sym-
phony will be performing a free concert 
on the Village Green (Norman Murray 
Center) on Saturday, August 14 at 4 
p.m. Overflow parking will be avail-
able at the Civic Center (City Hall) 
with shuttle service to the concert.

The Friends of the Library bookstore 
will be accepting donated books again 
beginning on August 2.

At its June 22 City Council meeting, 
the new state regulations regarding 
organic waste disposal were presented. 
These are the regulations that have 

brought about the sharply higher rates 
for Waste Management, and that will 
necessitate a third dumpster for each 
Casta del Sol residence beginning next 
January. Waste Management and the 
city will be providing education on 
these requirements.

At the July 13 Council meeting, the 
city’s budget for the next two years 
was adopted. The total two-year bud-
get is $154 million. The Council also 
announced the conclusion of a long 
negotiation regarding district voting 
for Council members. As a result, the 
city will be divided into five voting 
districts, each of which will elect its 
own Council member from among 
candidates residing within that district.

It has been years since we have 
been to the Safari Park, and boy has 
it changed! The trees and plants are 
mature and gorgeous. There is a good 
assortment of animals featured, includ-
ing this country’s only platypus and a 
whole bunch of fruit bats. The Park 
has many knowledgeable volunteers 
available to point out where things are 
and to inform you about the various 
animals on exhibit.

Conveniently located throughout the 
park are concession stands selling a va-
riety of food and drinks, and shops with 
items a definite cut above conventional 
souvenirs.

If birds are your thing, you can 
walk into several aviaries, including 
one with lorikeets that will light on 
your hand to feed. There is an animal 
nursery and a petting area. You can 

find out how fast cheetahs run, watch 
a free-flight bird show, have an animal 
encounter, and ride a tram through the 
African area.

For an additional fee, you can get 
really close to the animals with a safari 
behind the scenes, by cart, by jeep or 
by truck. An additional fee also entitles 
you to a flight line safari via zip line, a 
balloon ride, or a trip through the tree 
canopy using jungle ropes.

This is a great way to spend a day, 
but it is pricey. Tickets are $58 for 
adults and $48 for children ages 3 to11. 
Parking is $15. Concession prices are 
commensurate with bottled water at 
$5 plus tax. Be aware that during the 
summer it is hot, even though there are 
cooling stations and mature trees to 
help keep the temperature down.

Summer always brings back mem-
ories of my teenage years. My town 
wasn’t near the ocean, a lake, or a 
swimming pool. If you wanted to go 
swimming you had to leave town, 
which meant walking, biking, or taking 
a bus.

The Old Mill, a man-made bathing 
beach, beckoned to us from another 
town, but it was too far away for bik-
ing or walking. That meant taking The 
Brown Bomber, a bus that ran through 
our two-and-a-half mile hometown to 
a bus terminal in a much larger town. 
Although The Old Mill was easily 
accessible by car, getting there by bus 
was a different story.

My best friend and I would board 
The Brown Bomber’s earliest run to 
the bus terminal, where we switched 
to a second bus that dropped us off at 

another location. As we waited there 
for the final bus of our journey, we 
could hardly wait for the cool water 
and warm sand of The Old Mill. As 
grueling as this three-bus scenario 
seems, we took it in stride, talking, 
laughing, and singing all the way. After 
hours on buses, we enjoyed a fun-filled 
afternoon of swimming, sun bathing, 
and flirting with boys, which made the 
trip worthwhile.

Sadly, The Brown Bomber and The 
Old Mill are gone, but they live on as 
memories in the hearts of those who 
experienced them.

Today’s teens would be horrified by 
traveling half a day on three buses with-
out playing video games on an iPhone. 
Welcome to the generation gap.
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4th of July
Article and photos by Kip Isbell

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Summer Gazpacho
3 Persian cucumbers, chopped

1 yellow or red bell pepper, cored and 
seeded

5 plum tomatoes

1 red onion

3 garlic cloves, minced

3 cups tomato juice

¼ cup white wine vinegar

¼ cup olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

cilantro, chopped

1 avocado, chopped

Roughly chop the cucumbers, bell 
peppers, and red onion into one-inch 
cubes. Put each vegetable into a food 
processor separately and pulse until 
coarsely chopped. I like to chop the 
tomatoes by hand, so they don’t get 
too mushy.

After vegetables are chopped, com-
bine them in a large bowl and add 
garlic, tomato juice, vinegar, oil, salt 
and pepper. Mix well and chill before 
serving. The longer gazpacho sits, 
the more the flavors develop. Serve 
in bowls with chopped cilantro and 
avocado on top.

With only four days’ notice, the CdS 
Military Veterans were delighted to 
have the first post-COVID-19 event 
approved by the Association. About 
40 veterans, wives and guests gathered 
at the Rec Ctr 1 Pool Patio area for a 
mid-day celebration of our country’s 
independence. Music, food, beverages, 
lawn games and camaraderie made for 
a memorable 4th of July celebration.
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Another photo on page 23

Paddle Tennis Open House
Article and photos by Debra Friedman

The July 10 Paddle Tennis Club 
Open House exceeded expectations. 
The air was buzzing with excitement 
since over 50 current and new players 
showed up to practice, play, and en-
joy refreshments. A cluster of bright 
balloons welcomed everyone to the 
festivities. Our Social Chair, Eleanor 
Reafsnyder, with help from her hus-
band, Howard, set up tables with do-
nuts, muffins, coffee, juice, and water. 
The food and drinks were appreciated 
by all on a hot day.

With so many homeowners moving 
into Casta del Sol recently, a key goal 

of the Paddle Tennis Open House was 
to introduce the sport to potential new 
players. The Open House format was a 
perfect way for newbies to learn about 
the exceptional assets offered at CdS. 
Two of our experienced members, 
Roger Hobbs and Kevin Smith, showed 
newcomers the basics and played for a 
while using the club’s loaner rackets. 
The Paddle Tennis Club officers made 
introductions and collected names of 
the newcomers. Advice was given to 
newcomers regarding purchasing rac-
quets, other equipment, and the best 
times to play.  All the potential players 

said they planned to return for clinics, 
open play, and practice on their own 
with friends. Some of the newcomers 
were former or even current tennis 
players who enjoyed learning about the 
features of Paddle Tennis.

Another goal of the Open House was 
to reestablish the camaraderie among 
long-time paddle tennis players who 
were sidelined by the COVID-19 pan-
demic or participated only sporadically. 
Regular players rotated on one of the 
courts, while the newcomers were 
given lessons on the second court. 
Attendees stayed for several hours to 

play, watch others, enjoy the refresh-
ments and chat with long time and new 
friends.

After a hiatus of over a year, the 
Paddle Tennis Clinics have resumed 
once a month on the third Wednesday 
of the month at 4 p.m. There is open 
play for club members every day from 
9 to 10:30 a.m. And there is a regular 
group who plays in the evenings at 7 
p.m. and who welcomes newbies.

The status of paddle tennis and the 
other racket sports highlights what an 
active community we have.

Paddle Tennis Officers: Metty Thomason, Laura Geronimo, 
Debra Friedman, Rhonda Cusack, Marci Smith holding Nugget 

(photo by John Clarity)

Kevin Smith and Roger Hobbs holding an ad hoc clinic for 
newcomers

Open House attendees watching playNew to Paddle Tennis: Fred Lake and Bruce Greenberg
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Paddle Tennis Open House
Continued from page 22

Newcomers Phil and Bob ready to play

Cleanup, Fixup and Spruce-up Day
By Kip Isbell, photos by Jeff McCoy and Kip Isbell

After busily preparing garden plots at 
the CdS Vegetable Garden this spring 
with plenty of new soil, fencing, plant-
ing boxes, fertilizer, and new plants, it 
was time to clean up and prepare for an-
other growing season. Pathways were 

Conn and Marsha Klipp and Vera Devlin (photo by Kip Isbell)

cleared of weeds, tools were repainted 
and sharpened, wheelbarrows and carts 
repaired, and a little decorating was 
done for good measure.

Now it’s time to enjoy the fruits and 
vegetables of our labors.

Jeff Perrin repairs fencing. (photo by Jeff McCoy)

Milestone Celebrations
Do you have a milestone birthday or anniversary you would like to share?  

Please send a note to Fran Morgan at fmorgan17@cox.net. 
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Vegetable Garden First Annual Stroll, Sip and Sup
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

Over 70 proud and happy gardeners 
came out Saturday, June 26, to 

participate in the First Annual Stroll, 
Sip and Sup hosted by the Vegetable 
Garden Club under the leadership of 
Lynne Shelley, the Club Social Direc-

tor, and Lynne Crumm, Vice President 
and Real Estate person.

This was an opportunity to celebrate 
the end of COVID restrictions, to 
meet other gardeners, put faces to plot 
numbers and to share goodies, many of 

which were made from produce grown 
in the garden.

There was cold zucchini soup made 
by Ginny Chen, fried zucchini sticks 
made by Elaine Isbell, beer made 
from grapefruit grown in the garden 
by Phillip Mills, wine made by Mike 

Schlesinger from grapes grown by 
friends, and countless other goodies 
placed around the acre and a half gar-
den. including sangria made by Mach-
elle and Steve Cronin, featuring apples 
grown in their garden. Music provided 
by Kip Isbell and Conn Klipp added a 
festive note.

Manny Herrera, Ted Frowd, and Ginger Wallace get 
ready to stroll.

Kip and Elaine Isbell at their garden plot where 
Elaine handed out food and Kip controlled the tunes.

Sara Henninger and Melanie Delgado chatted 
with other gardeners as they handed out food and 

beverages.

The Grande Turismo: a Casta del Sol Walking Tour
By Jeff McCoy

During my annual physical checkup, 
my doctor asked what I did for exer-
cise. “I walk a lot,” I replied. “Any hills 
for cardiovascular health,” he asked? 
I told him it was almost impossible to 
walk any reasonable distance in Mis-
sion Viejo without encountering a hill. 
That’s when I also told him about “the 
Grande Turismo” (as I like to call it) a 
challenging walk with an assortment 
of hills.

To complete the Grande Turismo, 
you must reach all four gates while 
remaining within the Casta del Sol 
community. Begin near the Gate One 
entrance. (Note: you can actually begin 
the walk by entering anywhere along 
the circuit.) Walk east toward Calle 
Valdes and turn right. Shortly after 
you pass Turino, follow the sloping 
driveway down to the Heritage Garden. 
Continue past the tennis courts, lawn 
bowling facility and vegetable gardens 
until you reach Albeniz and Gate Two. 
From Gate Two walk east along Al-
beniz to Via Granados. Cross the street, 

turn left and continue to Calendula. 
Turn left on Calendula to Espinosa. 
Turn right on Espinoza and walk to 
the very end of the street where you’ll 
encounter an asphalt pedestrian path 
that connects Espinoza with Zurburan. 
Follow Zurburan as it curves left and 
then right until you reach Azorin. Turn 
right on Azorin and head to Gate Three. 

Cross Azorin where its safe and 
head west to Villena where you’ll 
turn right. Villena presents a steady, 
and sometimes steep climb until you 
reach the summit, somewhere between 
Pacheco and Borgona. As you amble 
downhill, Villena becomes Alava at 
Buena Vista. Continue on Alava where 
you will soon reach Azorin. Turn right 
and walk to Gate Four. Safely cross 
Azorin and head back to Calle Valdes. 
Turn right on Calle Valdes; along the 
undulating road you’ll find pockets of 
shade. When you reach Fountain Park 
at Casta del Sol your trek is complete. 
Total distance for the Grande Turismo: 
three and a half miles.

Photo by April Wilsey

Photo by Jeff McCoy

Beauty
of

Casta
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Where in the World: Touring in the Soviet Union
By Liz Rickett

Ever since I read Nicholas and Al-
exandra by Massey, I wanted to visit 
Russia. In 1972, Dave and I did visit, 
not Russia but the Soviet Union.

We had to go with a group organized 
by the Russian Tourist Bureau. There 
were no leisure days. 

There were no supermarkets. To 
buy something, you waited in line and 
pointed out what you wanted. It was 
wrapped. You waited in a second line 
to pick it up. Then you waited in a third 
line to pay for it. Because goods were 
so limited, there were always huge 
lines in front of stores. One never knew 
what was available. If something was 
available, you bought in quantity to 
share with friends, family and neigh-
bors because they were doing the same 
for you.

 I got so caught up in this line thing, I 
insisted Dave wait in a long line while I 
pushed ahead to find out what treasure 
was available only to find it was watch 
bands. I let him go.

Our hotel had a hard currency bar. 
Only foreigners could get in. All sales 
were in dollars. I didn’t speak Russian. 
The bartender didn’t speak English. 

God love broken high school French, 
which we both mangled.

I was in the bar with a young girl from 
our tour. Two Russian men came up to 
us. One said he wrote for Pravda, the 
other for Izvetzia, both of which were 
government news organizations and 
presumably why they got in the bar. 
They sat with us. One man turned to me 
and said, “I saw you in the restaurant 
tonight. I knew you were American. 
You looked like a Princess.” Here I am, 
34, mother of three receiving the best 
pick up line ever. I choked. 

Both men insisted on buying us 
champagne. We constantly refused. 
Good thing. The next day we learned 
if you accepted champagne from a 
man, you were committing to more 
than a drink.

Sharing Our Roots: Debra Friedman
By Debra Friedman

My father, Milton Glass, who is 
101 years old, has vivid memories of 
aspects of his childhood His parents 
moved from the Russia/Poland regions 
to New York City. His father immigrat-
ed in 1908, while his mother arrived a 
few years earlier to attend high school. 
They met and settled on the lower East 
Side of New York City, which was 
primarily an Eastern European Jewish 
enclave.

My grandmother graduated high 
school. My grandfather was not educat-
ed past elementary grades. He learned 
the trade of tailoring as an apprentice 
in Poland and adapted those skills to 
factories in America. He could barely 
write his name and never learned to 
read in English. Although my grand-
mother could read and write, she stayed 
home completing piecemeal sewing, 
which was called “homework.” Even 
with both parents working, the family 
was poor. If they wanted to go some-
where, they walked. There was little 
money for public transportation, let 
alone a car.

My grandfather had first cousins who 
moved to the U.S. at the turn of the 
century. They lived in Williamsburg, 

Brooklyn, a neighborhood of tradition-
al Orthodox Jews. These cousins lived 
in the basement unit of a Brownstone 
which encompassed two or three up-
stairs apartments for other families.

Starting when Milton was about 
10 years old, his father took him on 
expeditions to visit his cousins during 
special holidays. Milton and his father 
walked over four miles through lower 
Manhattan, across the Williamsburg 
Bridge and into Brooklyn to their 
destination. They descended the stairs 
to the basement to find their Orthodox 
cousins crushing grapes in the bathtub 
with a wooden paddle to make wine for 
religious ceremonies.

Characteristic of this sect, the men all 
had beards. When Milton hugged them, 
their beards smelled of wine. Milton 
was not allowed to drink the wine 
because it was too strong considering 
his age, let alone honoring prohibition. 
The scene of the grapes being crushed 
in the bathtub, the sounds of the bustle 
of inner-city life, and the aroma of the 
wine on the men’s beards, resulted in 
this being a “frozen” memory for my 
father.
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Courier Volunteers
Calling All Stuffers!

It’s time to join your friends to stuff flyers into the Courier again. Tenta-
tively we are starting the end of September, so please let me know if you 
are still interested in helping.

kipisbell@live.com

IN MEMORIAM
Samuel (Sam) Jones 

- Courier Committee Members and Staff -

Board Liaison Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Courier Chair Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
Courier Associate Chair Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Editor-in-Chief Judy Clendenin jlclendenin@gmail.com
Secretary Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
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   Association News April Wilsey aprilincal@gmail.com
   Bulletin Board Al Guild alguild@earthlink.net
   Casta Connections Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
   Clubs Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
   Committees Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Opinions Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
   People, Places and Events Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
   Sports Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
Columnists:
   City Highlights Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Day Tripping Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
   Small Talk Dorothy Frances dfranceswrites@cox.net
   What’s Cooking Linda Brockmiller LindaBrock@cox.net
Feature Writers: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
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 Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
 Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
 Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
 Jo Steciuk beejul@cox.net
Staff Photographer: Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
Photo Coordinator: Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Proofreaders: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
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Sharing Our Roots: Selma Rosen
By Liz Rickett

Many have heard of Ellis Island; 
Selma Rosen’s mother, Chencha Li-
eberman, experienced it.

The year was 1912. Chencha was a 
17-year-old Russian Jew. Times were 
tough in Russia and getting worse. She 
found out she could emigrate to the 
United States with her passage paid, 
if she worked as an indentured servant 
for a year.

Chencha took a train to Antwerp, 
boarded the ship, Vaterland, living in 
the bowels of the ship in steerage class 
for four months. The air was foul, bugs 
were everywhere, people were sick. 
The thought of a new life in a new land 
kept spirits high.

At Ellis Island, she passed the health 
test but could not find the letter that 
proved she had a sponsor so would not 
be a burden to the United States. She 
had to stay at Ellis Island until officials 
finally contacted her sponsor.

Her new life was not the paradise 
painted to those in the Old World. 
While most of the neighbors were 
Jewish and spoke Yiddish, her em-
ployers were very demanding. She 
worked from morning to night, taking 
care of the children, who were spoiled 
and mocked her, cleaning, cooking, 
shopping, accounting for every penny 
she spent.

One evening, the family was seated at 
the dinner table. Her employer yelled 
at her to get tea. Chencha did not re-
alize one of the girls had extended her 
foot beneath the table. She tripped. A 
little bit of tea fell on the hand of one 
of the girls who proceeded to scream. 
Her employer grabbed Chencha by the 
arm, dragged her to the stove, lighted 
it, held the girl’s hand over the open 
flame, burning it. 

Her employer yelled, “That’s what 
you get for burning my daughter. Now 

go and clear the table.”

Chancha answered, “You do it. I am 
through.”

Her indenture being fulfilled, she 
went to a friend’s house. Her friend 
helped her find a job in a factory. 
Chencha found a room in the home 
of a woman who had a son who was 
around her age. The two fell in love 
and they married. One of their children 
was Selma Rosen.

Do you have interesting family sto-
ries you are willing to share? If so, 
please call or email me. I would love 
to chat with you so you can share your 
roots.
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


