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President’s
Message
David Ankeny, President

I trust you 
a l l  h a d  a 
pleasant Me-
morial Day, 
and now we 
are officially 
into summer 
with the July 4 holiday soon ap-
proaching, and Labor Day coming 
in early September.

I was encouraged by the Board 
of Directors Meet the Candidates 
Night, held May 27 by teleconfer-
ence. Over 160 residents partici-
pated on Zoom and by telephone. 
The six HOA Board candidates 
had the opportunity to present 
their qualifications and summary 
statements, as well as answering 
questions from the residents. There 
were over two-and-a-half hours 
of great sharing of new ideas, an-
swering questions, and summary 
statements.

Communication to the residents 
is imperative and necessary to 
keep all informed of the activities, 
policies, and general information 
of the Casta del Sol Board and 
Powerstone. Our Association is 
using a multiple level approach to 
posting information.

•  The Courier monthly articles 
written by the Courier staff, as 
well as the President, Property 
Manager, Maintenance, Land-
scape, and recreation director’s 
articles keep residents informed 
of what is happening in Casta.

•  Eblasts sent out weekly via 
email tell of key committee 
meetings, events, and policies to 
over half the residents. You may 
sign up for eblasts in the Rec Ctr 
1 office or by emailing Valerie at 
vhanich@powerstonepm.com.

•  The Casta del Sol website 
is new and updated, and in-
cludes news, policies, forms, 
eblasts, and current and past 
Courier  newsletters.  You 
may register online or contact 

In June, I sent a notification via an eblast to the Casta del 
Sol community regarding a potential Board recall. The 

reason for the notification was that a homeowner requested 
a copy of the Casta del Sol membership list with the purpose 
described as recalling the Board of Directors. The resident(s) 
involved may choose not to go through with a recall; that 
remains to be seen. But I believe it is my responsibility as 
General Manager of Casta del Sol to advise our membership 
of the possibility of a Board recall and lay out the costs and 
the legal steps of such an action. The following information  
explains the process dictated by the Davis-Stirling Act, the 
statutory body of law that regulates homeowner associations 
in California.

Facts for a Recall:
•  If the office receives a recall petition, the staff will go 

through the process legally and provide all information 
to the association attorney.

• Once the recall process begins it cannot be undone.

•  A notice of a Special Meeting of the Members must be 
given to membership within 20 days of receipt of the 
petition.

•  Secret ballot materials must be sent 30 days prior to the 
recall meeting.

•  There are two types of recalls: The entire Board or less 
than the entire Board (one or more Directors).

•  The recall meeting itself will be scheduled for not less 
than thirty-five days or more than ninety days from the 
receipt date of the recall petition.

•  Inspectors of Election will be selected by the Board of 
Directors.

•  The recall process expenditures will be borne by the own-
ers of Casta del Sol. It can cost as much as $30,000, with 
the funds paid out of the members’ association budget. 
All of the costs are unbudgeted. Costs include but are 
not limited to, mailing costs, legal involvement, hiring 
inspectors of elections, etc.

•  The recall is something that will need to be disclosed in 
escrow to all potential home buyers.

•  The recall petition will be provided to all owners in the 
community, and everyone will receive notice of who 
signed the recall petition.

•  A recall process will require a quorum of at least 964 
people in order to vote for the recall, and there would 
have to be a majority of votes cast in favor of a recall 
for that vote to be successful. Association money will be 
spent regardless of whether it passes or not.

Brad Rock joined 
the Nordic Secu-

rity team in May as 
Casta del Sol’s new 
Post  Commander. 
Brad is a Huntington 
Beach native and has 
been a security profes-
sional for seven years. 
He and his wife cur-
rently live in Newport 
Beach.

Brad played high 
school football and stays in touch with the game by rooting 
for the Chicago Bears. His other interests include comput-
er graphics, web site design, woodworking and various 
handyman projects; he likes to stay busy.

In the short time that he has been at Casta, he has come 
to appreciate the beauty of our community and the friend-
liness of the residents and staff. His goal is to promote 
good visitor and resident experiences at our gates. Be sure 
to give him a wave or a greeting when you see him; let’s 
make him welcome!

The Casta del Sol Military 
Veterans Club held a Me-

morial Day Ceremony at the 
Veterans Memorial at Rec Ctr 
1. Unable to have our normal 
gathering as in past years, the 
club gathered in a small group 
to solemnly and respectfully 
remember and honor those 
that had died in active military 
service for our great country.

At 0900 hours, Chaplain 
Norm Abbod gave an opening 
prayer for our fallen veterans, 

Military Veterans Club members

Kip Isbell and Bill Burfeind 
prepare to raise the flag at 

noon.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets 
on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 9:30 a.m., location to be 
announced by eblast.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com

Legal Steps and Costs of a 
Board Recall
Continued from page 1

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

2021/2022
Board of Directors
The Annual Meeting was 
held June 24, 2021. The re-
sults of the Board election are 
available on the Casta web-
site and are posted at both 
clubhouses on the bulletin 
boards.

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Asparagus
Ornamental Fern 

The Sunset Western Garden Book 
says there are about 150 kinds of aspar-
agus besides the edible one, and they 
are all members of the lily family. The 
best-known fern is asparagus setaceus, 
commonly known as asparagus fern, 
which is not a true fern. These plants 
are popular mostly for home baskets 
and pots. Unfortunately, the plants 
are spread by animals and birds eating 
the seeds and distributing them every-
where they travel.

For some reason Casta was seeded 
with asparagus fern throughout the 
landscape on the slopes. Only recently 
observed, it was a shock to realize the 
amount of area to which it has spread. 
Although it is listed as an ornamental 
plant, any plant out of place can be 
considered a weed. This plant was dis-
cussed at the monthly Greenbelt meet-
ing and listed as a weed that should be 
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

Guidelines for Completing an
Architectural Application
•  An application for Proposed Con-

struction is required prior to starting 
all exterior work or alterations. One 
project per application.

•  No work may begin until the ap-
plication has been approved by the 
Architectural Committee. Failure to 
comply with this process may result 
in fines per Article VIII, Sections 
8.02, Article IX, Section 9.04 in the 
Architectural Guidelines.

•  The application must be completely 
filled out in order to be processed.

•  Incomplete applications will be 
returned and can result in delay of 
approval of the project.

The Following Items Must
Accompany Each Application
•  A copy of your model floor plan with 

marked location(s) of the proposed 
work or alteration(s). Copies are 
available at the Rec Ctr 1 office.

•  Brochures, color samples, detailed 
plan(s) provided by contractor, and 
picture(s) of current proposed exte-
rior location showing before condi-
tion(s) are also necessary with your 
application. 

Processing Fee
•  There is a $50 per-application 

(non-refundable) homeowner appli-
cation processing fee payable only 
by check and made out to Casta del 
Sol HOA. The check is due at the 
time the application is submitted for 
exterior work or alterations costing 
$1,000 or more. The fee does not 
apply to like-for-like repairs such 
as air conditioners, garage doors or 
satellite dishes.

•  Like-for-like does not include re-
placement or extension of a patio 

Rec Ctr 1 for help registering on  
www.castadelsol.com.

•  Direct Mailings of official Casta 
del Sol information are sent to all 
homeowners. For example, the 
ballots for the June 2021 election 
were delivered by direct mail. It is 
an expensive way to communicate 
since printing and postage costs are 
rising, but very effective to reach all 
of the 1,927 homes in Casta. Only 
official HOA business is delivered 
by direct mail.

•  Teleconference sessions are avail-
able for all committees once a month 
and the Board meetings twice a 
month. They are broadcasted live so 
residents can participate, comment, 
suggest, and see how the HOA is 
progressing on projects and events.

•  The Message Board is located out-
side of Rec Ctr 1. There are current 
postings of HOA articles about 
COVID-19 guidelines and other 
HOA business.

The email site for residents to contact 
the HOA board and property manage-
ment is CDSBODMTGS@GMAIL.
COM.

Continued on page 6

If a legal petition for a recall is re-
ceived, the process will move forward 
as prescribed by statute. Dissension 
and division in your community is in-
evitable. The neighboring communities 
will ask about what is going on in Casta 
del Sol and will know the community 
is going through a recall. I hope we 
can agree that everyone would benefit 
if each side would have respectful 
conversations. It is important to treat 
one another in a civil manner.

My experience in Casta del Sol is that 
there has always been a respect and 
unity within the community. I hope that 
continues. We have an incredible his-
tory of volunteerism, strong manage-
ment, responsible fiscal budget control, 
suitably addressed maintenance needs, 
beautiful landscaping, plus much more. 
It is a great place to live, volunteer and 
work. Everyone has their own beliefs 
and is entitled to do what is within their 
legal rights. I ask everyone to strongly 
consider the facts of a recall. The future 
of Casta del Sol is what you make it.

eradicated, which is easier said than 
done. Roundup is the chemical rec-
ommended because of its translocative 
qualities. Translocative means that the 
chemical moves in the plant’s system 
and ends up in the roots killing the 
entire plant, we hope. A side effect is 
that it kills all plants. Since asparagus 
is intertwined with tecomaria, the Casta 
del Sol ground cover, any chemical 
sprayed during the application will 
also affect and kill surrounding plants. 
The result will be dead areas on slopes.

The landscape contractor PWLC1 is 
testing roundup in slope area 1 around 
Rec Ctr 2, which is scheduled for the 
six-month maintenance in July. If the 
test is successful, they will recommend 
a plan for all areas.
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**This is an abridged version of the May 2021 Treasurer’s Report. For 
the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, Recreation Center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out announcing the Board meeting.

May Treasurer’s Report
June 17, 2021

Total HOA Assets as of May 31, 2021, are $6,306,048.02, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash is $1,229,960.41. This balance includes $363,684.06 of 
cash, $563,456.35 of funds invested in a money market account and $300,000 
invested in three CDs (interest rates (.05-.10%). During the month one twelve-
month CD was purchased from Banesco in the amount of $100,000 with an 
interest rate of .05%.

Reserve Cash is $4,822,377.92. This balance includes $189.178.76 invested 
in a money market account, $3,000,000 invested in fifteen CDs (interest rates 
.05-1.70%). There were no CD transactions for the month.

Capital Fund balance is $80,911.36. This fund increases $3,854 per month 
by budgeting $2 per month per residence plus interest. The CC&R authorizes 
a Capital Fund expenditure up to $308,600 during the 2021 fiscal year. YTD, 
we have spent $15,150.83.

Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable is $53,887.43. This is an increase of 
11.01% over the prior month balance. In an effort to prepare for the possibility 
of future uncollectible debts, we are adjusting the bad debt reserve monthly 
and the reserve currently stands at $28,491.10. It should be noted that currently 
52.87% of the outstanding receivables are past due, comprised of 86 accounts. 
YTD, we have had bad debt recovery of $8,790.10.

Income:
The budget overage is mainly the result of unbudgeted interest and bad debt 
recovery.

General & Administrative:
The following accounts were over budget as May 31,2021:

•  Legal Costs – Collections is $1,675, of which $633.35 is over budget as a 
result of recent Accounts Receivable collection efforts.

•  Printing is $8,945.99, of which $1,973.99 is over budget as a result of 
printing related to the recent mailing of Rules and Architectural Standards 
& Guidelines.

  Postage is $7,574.54, of which $1,493.54 is over budget as a result of 
printing related to the recent mailing of Rules and Architectural Standards 
& Guidelines.

•   Coupon Books/Statements is $2,550.60, of which $883.95 is over budget 
as a result of how the annual budget was allocated and will correct itself as 
we move through the year.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
Most of the accounts in this category are at or below budget as of May 31, 
2021 except for the following account, which is over budget.

•   Tree Removal is $57,852.20, of which $16,420.50 is over budget. As of 
April 30, 2021, this account has expended 57.85% of its annual budget.

Continued on page 8

Board Meeting Highlights
June 17, 2021

•  The Board approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as 
presented. (See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved an update to the Preliminary Guidelines for the Clubhouse/Com-
mon areas due to COVID-19, Version 12. For more specific information, 
see Box on this page.

•  Approved closing the Bank of America Recreation checking account and 
adding all funds to a new Recreation account with Chase Bank.

•  Approved the invoice from PWLC1 for demolishing and repairing the con-
crete patio at 28139 Alava due to common area tree root damage at a cost 
of $2,516.00 plus $310.00 to WB Starr for tree removal for a total cost of 
$2,826.

• Approved the addition of a dart board to the Billiards Room.

•  Approved PWLC1’s bid proposal of up to $41,841.23 for a Turf Restoration 
Project to remove 6,462 square feet of turf and 20 trees, stumps and root 
removal, regrade, modify irrigation, and resod at 29 addresses on Borgona, 
Alonso, Calendula and Torroba.

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) for repairing 
the sewer line at 23901 Calle Alonso due to common area tree roots for 
hydro-jetting, relining, installing a new cleanout, and making new connec-
tions for a total amount of $7,521.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 39 delinquencies totaling 
$38,433.12 and two properties proceeding toward filing liens. Josh thanked 
the current Board members for their service and for their dedication by 
attending more than 60 meetings per year. He reported that he had sent an 
eblast to residents and submitted a column to the Courier about the legal 
steps required for a recall of the Board. The reason for this information is 
that a resident or residents had requested a list of homeowners with this 
stated purpose. The staff and the Board will follow the law should this 
process proceed.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton (by General Manager Josh 
Hodosh). There were 369 landscape maintenance requests called in during 
June, bringing the total to 1,487 for the year. Great Scott Tree Service is 
pruning elm trees. Bark beetles were found in pine trees on Alava. W.B. 
Starr continues to remove tagged pine trees.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported that main-
tenance staff is cleaning furniture in preparation for Casta reopening all 
facilities. The paint project is proceeding with 55 homes completed to date. 
The painting should be finished by the end of November.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that staff processed 33 new 
residents this month. As Casta moves toward reopening its facilities and 
meeting rooms, she will be working with all committees, clubs, and activi-
ties to coordinate and calendar events. This will take some time which will 
entail cleaning and placing furniture. She asked everyone to be patient and 
work with her as she goes through the process. She also asked residents to 
be mindful of social distancing with staff members at the Recreation Center 
office.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held July 15 by 
teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Board Workshop meeting will be held July 
1 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair Casta del Sol Reopens

The hours of operation for Rec Ctr 1 are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Rec 
Ctr 2 are 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. All amenities will be open to all vac-
cinated residents including but not limited to both pools, outdoor 
furniture, lawn bowling pavilion, drinking fountains, restrooms, 
showers, meeting rooms, game rooms, and fire pits; one exception 
is that the library will open on July 6. Non-vaccinated residents 
are required to wear a mask in indoor settings.
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Memorial Day Ceremony
Continued from page 1

and President Kip Isbell offered the 
background of this ceremony and rea-
son it is important to remember and 

never forget. Treasurer Bill Burfeind 
slowly lowered the flag to half-mast 
as taps was played. At noon, the club 
returned to honor all veterans. The flag 
was briskly raised to full mast, and the 
national anthem was played.

Club Chaplain Norm Abbod gives opening prayer.

Kip Isbell delivers the Opening Ceremony speech.

Saluting the flag as it is lowered 
to half-mast

News You Can Use
Residents Are Asking . . .
Q: How do I find out when my house was last painted?

A: Contact the Maintenance Coordinator, Lando Fajardo at (949) 215-3146 or 
lfajardo@powerstonepm.com.

Q: How do I know ahead of time when my house will be repainted?

A: This may change based on our finances, but typically the schedule is for trims 
to be painted every six years and stucco to be painted every twelve years.

Q: How many two-year terms can a Board of Director’s member 
serve?

A: There is no limit to the number of terms for Board of Directors.

Q. How much do we currently spend per month for Nordic Security 
Gate Attendants?

A: The contract with Nordic Security is for over $61,000 per month. If 
two gates are automated the estimated savings is about $200,000 per 
year

Gate/Camera Update
CGS is the project lead for Casta del Sol on the gate modification 

and camera work. The cameras have been installed and are active 
at both Gates 1 and 2. The CGS design team has finalized the 
drawings for the gate modifications for Gates 3 and 4. They are 
awaiting feedback and a decision by the city council. As manage-
ment learns more, we will update the community with eblasts. The 
camera work for both Gates 3 and 4 was approved by the Board, 
but will not be installed until the city approves the modification.
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Maintenance Report
Continued from page 2

Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

July 2021
Anderson, Darren .............................27720 Calle Valdes .................Unlisted
 Long Beach, CA
Castro, Gerald & Patricia .................27778 Via Sarasate ..... (562) 884-4619
 Cerritos, CA
Conway, Kathleen & Robert ............27661 Via Rodrigo ..... (714) 222-6166
 Santa Ana, CA
Eallonardo, Eupie .............................28051 Via Machado ................Unlisted
 Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Ehrlich, Gail .....................................Unlisted ....................... (909) 957-1651
 Laguna Woods, CA
Garcia, Deborah ...............................23288 El Greco ........... (949) 855-0256
 Lake Forest, CA

Guinane, John & Rita .......................Unlisted ....................... (949) 542-0020
 Mission Viejo, CA
Henry, Rebecca & Richard ..............28091 Via Machado .... (909) 289-8231
 Highland, CA
Holley, Matthew ..............................Unlisted ....................... (949) 690-3122
 Mission Viejo, CA
Hwang, Sio & Emily ........................Unlisted ....................... (925) 381-2321
 Walnut Creek, CA
Kossoff, Samuel & Myra .................28526 Borgona............ (847) 644-0381
 Buffalo Grove, IL
Leftwich, Patricia  ............................23423 El Greco ........... (949) 292-2127
 Laguna Woods, CA
Lien, John .........................................28436 Pacheco ............ (916) 281-7756
 Sacramento, CA
O’Brien, Mary ..................................Unlisted ....................... (949) 285-1818
 Mission Viejo, CA
Robles, Janet ....................................Unlisted ....................... (949) 370-6379
 Irvine, CA
Schaffer, Bill & Pam ........................23966 Villena.............. (949) 903-0103
 Laguna Niguel, CA
Sulak, Frank & Kathleen ..................Unlisted ....................... (949) 295-2460
 Bonsall, CA
Vinciguerra, Patricia ........................Unlisted ....................... (909) 957-7157 
 Huntington Beach, CA

Directory change

Finnegan, Donna ..............................28112 Via Congora ..... (949) 830-6080
Mendenhall, Reid .............................27896 Via Granados ... (714) 390-7880

from 8’ to 10’, addition of concrete 
pad, or work that changes the original 
structure.

Application Time-Line
•  Applications are reviewed by the 

Architectural Committee the first 
Tuesday of each month.

•  All applications must be received 
seven days prior to the meeting. 

Otherwise they will be reviewed at 
the next scheduled meeting.

•  The office at Rec Ctr 1 will contact 
the homeowner regarding the status 
of the application within five busi-
ness days after the Architectural 
Committee meeting.

Important: see Architectural Stan-
dards and Guidelines for additional 
information.

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com
(949) 215-1955 (office)
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May Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

Recreation & Lifestyle:
The majority of the accounts in this category are at or below budget as of 
May 31, 2021.

Repairs & Maintenance:
•  Pest Control-Wasp/Bees/Swallows is 4,285, of which $3,660 is over 

budget as a result of an increase in bee removal. Currently, this account 
is 285.67% of the annual budget of $1,500. There is little we can do to 
mitigate this expense. It is expected that the next couple of months could 
bring more removals.

•  Salaries/Related – Maintenance is $56,826.76, of which $5,267.76 is 
over budget as of May. Currently, we are at 42.10% of the annual budget, 
which is where we would expect to be at the end of May 2021.

Traffic Control:
•  Transponder is $2,386.50, of which $928.20 is over budget. This is the 

result of a larger reduction in the transponder inventory than expected.

•  Gate Computer Maintenance/Supplies is $3,476.17, of which $1,927.17 
is over budget as the result of the replacement of a visitor pass wireless 
reader/scanner in February 2021.

Utilities:
The following accounts are over budget as of May 31, 2021.

•  Water is $294,369.88, of which $88,623.88 is over budget as a result of 
increased water usage related to irrigation and increased rates by the Santa 
Margarita Water District.

•  Gas is $25,690.44, of which $5,215.44 is over budget. As of the end of 
May, we have expended 64.23% of the annual budget.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $168,347.53, of which $71,680.88 is over 
budget as a result of an unexpected price increase from Waste Management.

Treasurer’s Comments:
With the close of May, we find ourselves with a surplus of $233,368.67, 

which will quickly be eaten away by the unexpected increase from Waste 
Management and another unexpected increase from Santa Margarita Water 
District which could add as much as $300,000 in unbudgeted expense to our 
bottom line. At the same time, we anticipate that irrigation water usage will 
increase as we move into the warmer/hotter months ahead. The State of Cal-
ifornia is again in a major drought as a result of very limited snowfall during 
the winter months. Along with these issues we are also seeing costs rising 
across the board in all categories as most vendors continue to have problems 
with their supply chains. So, it is incumbent upon us to be very diligent in 
reducing spending wherever possible.

The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of May 31, 2021, 
are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the Board’s 
review and acceptance. Once accepted by the Board these reports will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

 

In order for directions to be on your 
guests’ passes when they enter Casta 
del Sol, residents need to go onto 
the Dwelling Live system. Log onto 
https://community.dwellinglive.
com/castadelsol.aspx and enter the 
directions manually. When guests 

News You Can Use
Personal Directions on Guest Passes

or workers enter the gate, the pass 
they give to the driver will have your 
written directions to your home on it 
for them to refer to. If you need help 
logging onto Dwelling Live, please 
call the Rec Ctr 1 office at (949) 
455-4681 for assistance.
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Facilities
If you have a comment regarding the 

ongoing discussion as to the placement 
of the fitness center, lapidary, wood-
working, shuffleboard, bocce ball and/
or any other building, the Facilities 
Committee is the place to be.

Budget and Finance
We reviewed the April financial state-

ments at our May meeting. Currently, 
most areas have a positive variance 
year-to-date. Some line items in Land 
Maintenance are over budget, but 
the Greenbelt Chair, Linda Nohe, is 
closely monitoring expenses to meet 
the $100,050 savings commitment by 
her committee.

The Budget and Finance Committee 
requested that Powerstone post the 
Balance Sheet and Statement of Income 
and Expenses to the bulletin board at 
Rec Ctr 1, as well as on the community 
website.

General Manager Josh Hodosh noted 
that the Bank of America activities 
account will be moved to Chase Bank 

Architectural
By now you have received the new 

Casta del Sol phone book which in-
cludes the revised versions of the Rules 
and Guidelines and, more specifically, 
the Architectural Standards and Guide-
lines. We consider this document so im-
portant that we spent almost two years 
reformatting it, changing language 
where you told us it was not clear, and 
making changes the community asked 
for. We updated all civil code changes 
that were architecturally specific, for 
example, Electric Charging Stations.

When looking at our Standards and 
Guidelines, please note that they are 
just one part of what the committee 
uses in governing and decision-making. 
The Architectural Committee is first 
and foremost bound by the CC&Rs 
which govern Casta del Sol. We ask 
for Board of Directors’ guidance when 
necessary, and we often look to Da-
vis-Stirling for the latest information.

While reviewing Applications for 
Exterior Modification of a home-
owner’s property, we look at how the 
modification meets our Standards and 
Guidelines. We work closely with Pow-
erstone to make certain the common 
areas of Casta del Sol are not infringed 
upon, and we work with Greenbelt to 
make sure any modifications the home-
owner is requesting work well with the 
maintenance of green space around the 
property. A point to make here: we are 
management groups and committees of 
volunteers working together in sync as 
a governing body within Casta del Sol 
which continues serving to make Casta 
a great place to live.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Election
If we had a quorum for the forty-ninth 

Annual Homeowners’ Meeting on June 
24, the 2021 election will be on the 
books. The results have been posted 
at Rec Ctr 1 and on the Casta del Sol 
website, and they were sent by eblast. 
If we did not have a quorum, the Home-
owners’ Meeting was rescheduled for 
Thursday, July 8. If that’s the case, we 
hope you will attend. (The Election 
Committee certainly hopes we had a 
quorum on June 24 and our job is com-
plete for 2021. We will close up shop 
and you will not hear from us again 
until 2022.)

I want to thank all who worked on 
the Committee this year and those on 
our management staff whose help was 
essential to a successful election. The 
Committee included Bill Burfeind, 
Jayne Freed, Barbara Harris, Myrna 
Smith, and Becky Stetzel, our Board 
Liaison. We received staff support 
from Josh Hodosh, our General Man-
ager, and Susan Wadsley, the Exec-
utive Assistant, handling our needed 
typing and printing coordination. Due 
to continuing pandemic restrictions, 
Meet the Candidates Night was held 
by teleconference. Valerie Hanich, our 
Recreation Director, coordinated that 
new teleconference method.

Barbara Harris was our Inspector of 
Elections. Her Inspector Designees, 
assisting with ballot tabulations, were 
Vern Sprankle, Kip and Elaine Isbell, 
Myrna Smith, Debra Friedman, Ron 
Harris, Jayne Freed, Gale Somodi, and 
Bill Burfeind.

Thanks to everyone who helped in 
our 2021 election process.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, (949) 305-4260
Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Continued on page 10

where they require a lower minimum 
to avoid monthly fees.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the Budget and Finance meetings. We 
meet regularly on the third Monday of 
each month at 1 p.m. via Zoom. Our 
July meeting will be held on Monday, 
July 19.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Randy Thompson, Liaison 

Since the city required a major reno-
vation to the restrooms in Building D 
in conjunction with the work done on 
the Vista Room, our lapidary and fit-
ness center usage has been interrupted. 
The Facilities Committee waited many 
months for input from an expert outside 
vendor. Plus, COVID-19 hit and life as 
we knew it was forced to change.

Thoughts on where to put the fitness 
center, the need for a larger area for 
floor exercise and rehab work, and the 
type and quantity of equipment needed, 
have been ongoing for over two years. 
We have discussed many options in-
cluding - but not limited to - renovating 
the lawn bowling pavilion and adding a 
gym, putting a new building at Rec Ctr 
1, moving the fitness center to the shuf-
fleboard building with shuffleboard 
going outside, putting lapidary and 
woodworking together in one space, 
and even leaving the gym in Building 
D, regardless of the size. As you can 
imagine, each option has pros and cons 
with differing degrees of cost. The 
Board of Directors recently approved 
a motion which stated the fitness center 

would be located in the shuffleboard 
building, but there is still much left to 
decide. Please get involved and join our 
Zoom meetings at 9 a.m. on the fourth 
Thursday of each month.

Marci Smith, Chair, (949) 394-9237
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Greenbelt
Just like us, Casta del Sol’s front yard 

turf is aging. It is becoming more and 
more of a challenge to keep it healthy, 
looking good, and in a safe condition. 
To help meet that challenge, the Board 
has approved funds in the Reserve 
Study for turf restoration. Twenty-nine 
addresses on Alonso, Borgona, Calen-
dula and Torroba have been identified 
by the Committee for the 2021 front 
yard project. This project includes 
removing old grass, roots and front 
yard trees, then leveling, modifying the 
irrigation, and resodding. If the Board 
approves this project as recommended 
by the Committee, work will be sched-
uled for August.
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Greenbelt
Continued from page 9

Welcome
Welcome to all newcomers to the 

community. Now that restrictions have 
been lifted, members of the Welcome 
Committee are calling newcomers to 
arrange home visits. If you have not yet 
been contacted by one of our members, 
we would like to hear from you. You 
may call me at (949) 328-9138 to make 
an appointment for a meeting. We have 
a packet with a wealth of information 
to give you about the facilities and the 
many programs that are here, as well 
as information about local resources.

Until we meet, welcome to Casta del 
Sol once again.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair
ptripp1@gmail.com

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Traffic
The Traffic Committee is looking 

for new members. The committee is 
responsible to the Board of Directors 
for observing conditions within Casta 
del Sol which may affect the traffic 
flow and safety of the community, its 
residents, and Association property, 
and for observing the activities of the 
traffic control contractor. Residents 
can check out the Traffic Committee 
by attending monthly meetings on the 
first Monday at 9 a.m. via Zoom.

A few reminders: speed limit is 25-
mph; stop at appropriate locations; 
parking is not permitted in cul-de-sacs 
or within ten feet of fire hydrants or 
corners. Residents are responsible for 
citations issued to their guests, vendors, 
or contractors. Make sure to read the 
latest Traffic Rules and Regulations 
found in the new Homeowner’s Tele-

Social
The Social Committee has been wait-

ing for the right time to start planning 
some fun events. We are hoping to have 
an outside party in September. Set your 
calendar and come join us for some fun 
in the sun.

We are always looking for new 
members to help us create a fun time 
for everyone. If you are new here, it is 
a great way to meet people and make 
new friends.

We’re looking forward to meeting 
you.

Joan Parker, Chair, (949) 348-9677
Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

Library
The Library Committee has been 

providing curbside book services since 
last November, and this has been suc-
cessfully growing each month. We are 
planning to keep it going even after 
reopening.

Although the library is not yet open 
for browsing our books, library volun-
teers have been preparing for a major 
transition from hand-written checkout 
cards to a scanner system. When we 
open, we are ready to start issuing li-
brary cards to be used when checking 
out books that have been purchased 
with HOA funds. There will be an 
eblast sent that will include a form to 
fill out in order to get your card; forms 
will also be available at Rec Ctr 1.

Our plan, when given the green light 
to reopen the whole library, is to start 
using the scanner process to check 
out and check in the purchased books. 
After the library reopens, donated 
material can still be borrowed on the 
honor system.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
Family Reunion, Nancy Thayer

Great Circle, Maggie Shipstead

How Lucky, Will Leitch

Legacy, Nora Roberts

Project Hail Mary, Andy Weir

Travel
Happy Fourth of July! Because our 

Courier articles are written a month 
in advance, I have no news on when 
we will resume planning trips for our 
community. As I have mentioned for 
the last several months, I’m concerned 

An update to the list of Association 
Approved Foundation Plantings was 
recently completed. The new list of 43 
plants is available at the Recreation 
Office and on Casta’s website. It lists 
those plants that are maintained by 
PWLC1. Plants in your foundation that 
are not listed are considered personal 
plantings; maintenance of these per-
sonal plantings is your responsibility. 
Plants on former lists are grandfathered 
in.

Volunteers are vital to the operation 
of our community. If you care about 
our landscape and have an interest in 
helping to develop projects and re-
solve issues, the Greenbelt Committee 
welcomes you. A green thumb is not 
required. Please contact Linda Nohe 
at (949) 458-1034 or fill out an inter-
est form at the Recreation Office. The 
Greenbelt Committee meets via Zoom 
on the second Tuesday of the month 
at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, (949) 458-1034
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison 

That Summer, Jennifer Weiner

The Devil May Dance, Jake Tapper

The Last Thing He Told Me,
 Laura Dave

The Nature of Fragile Things,
 Susan Meissner

While Justice Sleeps, Stacey Abrams

Large Print:
Country Proud, Linda Lael Miller

Death with a Double Edge, Anne Perry

Girl A, Abigail Dean

Rhapsody, Mitchell James Kaplan

The Final Twist, Jeffrey Deaver

The Invisible Woman, Erika Robuck

The Lady Has A Past, Amanda Quick

The Newcomer, Mary Kay Andrews

Unsinkable, James Sullivan

Wildflower Road, Janine Rosche
Pat Vitti, Chair, (530)409-9819

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

phone Directory on pages 71-82. Fines 
and fees for traffic violations can be 
found on page 88.

Please note that emergency services 
(sheriff, fire, EMTs, and ambulances) 
will still be able to access the commu-
nity through all four gates 24/7, even 
when closed.

During the May committee meeting, 
items discussed included cameras at all 
gates, replacement of fading stop signs, 
spike strips at Gates 2 and 4, securing 
pedestrian and exit gates, speeding on 
Calle Valdes at curve by Maintenance 
Yard, closing of vehicle and pedestrian 
exits at Gates 2 & 3, and a new speed 
minder.

Residents with any questions regard-
ing traffic issues may contact Fred or 
Nancy at the numbers listed below.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
(949) 350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair,
(949) 367-6671

Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

about booking day trips via bus because 
we may not be able to get the numbers 
we need. I guess time will tell. I’m 
feeling a bit more secure as most of 
us have had our vaccinations, but we 
still must remain cautious and follow 
the CDC and State of California gov-
ernment rules. Wear those masks and 
sanitize. The Travel Team and I hope 
you all stay safe and healthy. Thank 
you all for your patience.

Bari Russell, Chair, (949) 837-1847
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison
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Baby Boomers
The Baby Boomers Club is hoping 

that by the end of the summer or early 
fall we will return to large events on 
the Pool 1 patio and/or the Vista Room. 
We typically hold the parties on the 
first Saturday of the month. With all the 
new residents moving in, and people 
anxious to have parties again, we hope 
for a large turnout.

Baby Boomers are famous for excep-
tional parties, with live music, plentiful 
dancing, and delicious food. We enjoy 
offering a different theme each month 
which is reflected in our flyers, décor, 
cuisine, and attire. If you are interested 
in scrumptious food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, 
you will enjoy our parties. For those 
who love dancing, our bands play a 
range of music to suit different tastes. 
All ages are welcome, not just Baby 
Boomers (who were born between 
1946 and 1964).

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

Billiards
NEWS BULLETIN!! For those of 

you who have enjoyed playing darts, 
here’s some happy news. The Billiards 
Club is working with the Facilities 
Committee to install a professional, 
regulation size dart board in the Bil-
liards Room. You will be able to enjoy 
the same game environment you have 
experienced in the past, except for the 
bar, bartender, rowdy crowd, and the 
liquor. Facilities said they just couldn’t 
go along with that … Darn!! There will 
be an announcement when arrange-
ments are finalized.

In the meantime, the Billiards Club 
is looking forward to fewer restrictions 
after this next Board meeting so we can 
open our remaining tables, schedule 
demonstrations, and organize some 
tournaments. Remember, the Billiards 
Room is open for business. You can 
make a reservation the day before on 
DwellingLive, or if you forgot, just stop 
by the check-in desk any time. If there 
is an open spot, you can play without 
a prior reservation.

Fred Wilmott
BilliardsCdS@cox.net,

(949) 367-6671

Bridge
There is hope that some individual 

liberties may be restored after the gov-
ernor reduces state restrictions June 15. 
The CDC has already recommended 
removal of all mask requirements for 
those vaccinated. As of this time (June 
5) there is hope we may return to nor-
mal play in the Fiesta Room, soon. 

The contract for traffic control 
(services provided by Nordic) is over 
$740,200 in 2021. The proposed mod-
ifications to gates 3 and 4 would bring 
savings after modifications of about 
$250,000 per year based on the current 
contract and savings of $1 million over 
four years.

The Board of Directors is responsible 
for many things in Casta del Sol. One 
of them is operating on a responsible 

Significant Savings with Gate Changes
budget, always with an eye on ways 
to avoid escalating costs and resul-
tant higher dues. Cutting expenses 
is a means of counter-balancing the 
significant increases in costs that have 
occurred this year and in the recent 
past. Rather than condemning the 
Board for proposing these savings, we 
should thank them.

Priscilla Tripp

Word has been circulating that the 
board is considering converting the 
shuffleboard pavilion into a fitness 
room and putting our courts outside. 
I have played shuffleboard here for 
over 23 years and have seen so many 
handicapped folks enjoying this game. 
Folks who have played all the stren-
uous games of tennis, racquetball, 
pickleball, bowling. and even golf, but 
at the age of about 70 we are physi-
cally unable to continue playing these 
sports and turned to shuffleboard. We 

Shuffleboard Pavilion
have close to 100 members. It was a 
lifesaver for many of us! We were able 
to socialize with folks we would never 
have met otherwise and get some form 
of exercise. But it is not a game we 
can play outside in 100-degree heat or 
40-degree cold, rain or wind.

I will still use the Fitness Room ev-
ery day, but I think enclosing the lawn 
bowling covered patio would be more 
cost effective for it.

Mary Lou Oster

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at (949) 305-4705.

Debra Friedman
debrafriedman0@gmail.com

(949) 230-7195

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, (949) 633-4803.

Kay Reed
dentist2cali@gmail.com

(949) 354-1460

Many have moved into or out of CdS 
in the past 15+ months.

I will not get a chance to write be-
fore any announced changes. In the 
past, we have met on Mondays (about 
10:30 a.m.) for rubber bridge with 
first-come, first-served for full tables. 
Tuesday’s duplicate bridge teams have 
met about that time to begin playing 
by 11 a.m. Participation/Prize fees 
($1.00) is usual but could be waved at 
our first gatherings. We look forward 
to the reunions with old friends and 
welcoming newcomers. Let’s plan to 
meet beginning the first Monday we’re 
allowed. So, look for those eblasts and 
announcements of changes.

Tim McCoy
mccoytest@cox.net

(805) 456-9266

Canine Companions
We are very encouraged to hear we 

are finally in the Yellow Tier. Hope-
fully, in the next month or so we will 
be able to get back together for our 
regular monthly luncheons with our 
good friends and doggies. Until then, 
we will be planning some gatherings 
at the Fountain Park at Gate 1 in the 
afternoon. We will be notifying mem-
bers by email.

We have had several of our members 
leaving Casta this year, but we are very 
excited to have new residents interested 
in joining our group. So, if you are a 
new resident with a dog, or a resident 
that has never joined our club, please 
contact me with your email. We will 
be delighted to add you to our mailing 
list for our future meetings. We look 
forward to resuming our luncheons as 
soon as possible.

Linda Brockmiller
lindabrock@cox.net

(949) 412-1083
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Democratic
The Democrat group of Casta del Sol 

had a very enriching and informative 
meeting in June with presentations by 
Joe McFaul, a retired attorney, and 
Fran Morgan, who is active in Mission 
Viejo community projects. We have not 
yet scheduled another Zoom meeting 
because we are waiting to see about the 
timing for in-person meetings in our 
clubhouses. When we return to in-per-
son meetings, we will have a festive 
Welcome Back celebration.

The social aspect and building ca-
maraderie during our Democrat group 
meetings is a key feature. We plan to 
have a key speaker each month, as 
well as allowing participants to share 
stories, nearby events, favorite blogs, 
and ideas. Based on member input, we 
hope to return to Sundays at 4:00 for 
our in-person meetings.

If you have not received member 
emails and would like to add your name 

Heritage Garden
Even if Casta is reopened for regular 

meetings/activities, there will be no 
HGC meetings for the months of July Continued on page 16

Ceramics
We are hopeful that our studio will be 

fully opened by the time this article is 
published. When that happens, we will 
be teaching new members and offering 
refresher classes as well.

Our members are a fun loving, har-
monious group. It’s time to get back to 
enjoying each other in the studio and 
sharing our creativity.

Darrelyn Wood, (949) 939-7104

Cribbage
There was no Cribbage in June. 

When we return, Cribbage games are 
played each Thursday night in the Heri-
tage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 6:30 p.m. 
until approximately 8:45 p.m.

Now, for some monthly Cribbage 
humor:

•  I don’t always play Cribbage; but, 
when I do, I lose.

•  I like coffee, Cribbage, and maybe 
three people.

•  Life is a journey of discovery. So 
far, I’ve discovered I love Cribbage.

•  Is there life after death? Interrupt 
me when I’m playing Cribbage and 
find out.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at (949) 916-5387, or Joan Davis 
at (949) 768-6650.

Wayne Block
wmblock@earthlink.net

(949) 916-5387

to the list, please email marialucgom@
gmail.com. A reminder is sent to mem-
bers for each meeting.

Debra Friedman
debrafriedman0@gmail.com

(949) 230-7195

and August. Instead, our dedicated 
volunteer garden workers will be 
steadfastly watering to combat drought 
conditions, as well as pruning, weed-
ing, and doing general maintenance 
to keep the Heritage Garden looking 
its best. 

Though the garden has been suffer-
ing from the heat, the birds are actively 
enjoying the bird baths and are a de-
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 13 12  17

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - July 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 6:45-8 p.m., BC
..........................................effective June 1
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  9 a.m. Traffic, V

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, V 

  5

10 a.m. Library, G

  6

  1 p.m. Architectural , V

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                       Meeting, V  9:30 a.m. Courier, G

  4

  9 a.m. Reserve, V
10 a.m. Welcome, G

 24

 25

 11

 18

 16

Valerie Hanich, Recreation Director, has been contacting the Casta Clubs & Activities that were active before 
the pandemic to work with them on scheduling. If a Club or Activity appointed a new contact person since 
COVID and has not heard from Valerie on getting back on the room reservations schedule, please email her 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com.

Independence Day

July
2021

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

  9 a.m. Facilities

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

  7   8  10  9

   3

 28 27 26

10 a.m. Social, G
  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                    Workshop, V

   1    2

 30 29  31

Meetings & events

Recreation Center #1:  8 am - 8 pm
Recreation Center #2:  8 am - 10 pm

Both open 7 days a week.
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Getting to Know Our Neighbors:
           Jean VanDerford, Butterfly Lady
By Debra Friedman, photos by Jeff McCoy

Jean VanDerford was introduced to 
the art of raising butterflies when she 

attended a presentation at our Heritage 
Garden Club about eleven years ago. 
Since then, her interest, knowledge, 
skills, and success have grown ex-
ponentially. Known as “A Butterfly 
Lady” of Casta, she has released thou-
sands of butterflies into the wild.

Jean’s home is outfitted with all the 
butterfly raising essentials, including 
various plants, trees, and six cages 
filled with milkweed. Depending on 
the time of the cycle, you can observe 
tiny eggs deposited on the underside of 
milkweed leaves, hungry caterpillars 
devouring leaves, chrysalides hanging 
from various areas, butterflies start-
ing to emerge, and then ready to be 
released. The whole cycle from egg 
to caterpillar, to chrysalis, to butter-

fly takes about one month. Once the 
butterflies pump their wings to fill out 
and then wait for them to dry, they are 
viable and ready to be released.

At the VanDerford home, the Pas-
sionflower Vine is host to Gulf Frit-
illary butterflies, the Parsley Plants 
and Lemon Tree are preferred by the 
Swallowtail species, and Milkweed is 
the feast for the Monarch butterflies. 
After a few years of rampant disease, 
the Monarchs seem to be again healthy 
and most survive.

While Jean developed and used to 
spearhead the Butterfly Garden inside 
the Heritage Garden, she has passed on 
the reins to others. Jean still volunteers 
and consults on occasion. This is the 
primary location where she releases 
butterflies. Jean and her husband 
John host butterfly release parties and 
provide insight about the potential for 
male/female mating, and the feasting 
on nectar of the hungry butterflies.

Jean taught 5th – 8th grades, worked 
as a curriculum specialist and computer 

teacher, and retired as an administra-
tor. In recent years, she brought her 
knowledge of the butterfly species 
and stages of growth to adult groups 
and to children. In addition, she wrote 
a book in 2016 entitled Butterflies Are 
for Everyone and it is chock full of 
information and activities for students 
in grades 3 – 8.

With John by her side, Jean brings joy 
to her family, friends, and all the resi-
dents who stroll the Heritage Garden.
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Heritage Garden
Continued from page 13

Variety Club
    The Casta del Sol Variety Club is 

hoping to resume activities sometime 
in 2021, whether indoor or outdoor. 
When we get the go ahead, we will 
start planning and actively recruit new 
members to our club. Anyone who is 
not currently a member of the Variety 
Club who may be interested in the next 
live performance, please contact Barb 
Turino at (951) 858-7350.

     Our members enjoy performance 
arts. Some members love to perform 
– acting, singing, dancing, skits, com-
edy, playing instruments, etc. Other 
members support the on-stage talent by 
being in the stage crew, or helping with 
décor, refreshments, announcements, 
ticket sales, etc. When we resume, we 
encourage newcomers to join us and 
have tons of fun. 

Debra Friedman
debrafriedman0@gmail.com

(949) 230-7195

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our Singles group. Membership is free. 
At the time of this writing, we do not 
know if Casta rooms will be opening 
up, but we are hopeful that they will 
be. If so, our first get-together will be 
Thursday, July 1, at 1 p.m. in the Her-
itage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for games and 
socializing. Our restaurant get-together 
will be on Thursday, July 15, at 1 p.m. 
at Hacienda on the Lake.

Please wait to get an email confir-
mation that these get-togethers will 
be happening before showing up or 
making a reservation. A sub-group of 
singles may also be doing small group 
get-togethers weekly at Rec Ctr 2 and 
dining at local restaurants for a lim-
ited number of people. Please watch 
for emails from John Consoli or Fran 
Morgan for these activities. To join 
the group and get on our email list, or 
for more information, please contact 
Mary Carlson.

Mary Carlson
marycarlson28@gmail.com

(949) 380-0744

Republicans
For Republican Club Members, we 

have a date for the next meeting. It will 
be held Sunday, July 11.

The time, location, and program will 

light to watch. Please walk through the 
Heritage Garden in the morning cool 
of the day or in the evening and enjoy 
the sights and sounds of the birdsong. 

Thanks again to all supporters of the 
Heritage Garden who walk through as 
volunteers are working and express 
their thanks for all our hard work.

Susan Delozier
susanld831@gmail.com

(949) 768-5415

Las Damas
The Las Damas Club is presently on 

summer hiatus during the months of 
July and August. The club officers will 
be meeting during that time to plan for 
the expected fall reopening of our beau-
tiful Vista Room and the resumption of 
CdS club meetings and activities.

Las Damas members and guests meet 
the second Wednesday of each month 
for a delicious luncheon meeting, 
followed by marvelous musical enter-
tainment. The luncheons are planned 
around seasonal and holiday themes, 
and festive decorations. Bowls of 
champagne and fruit punch accompany 

Pinochle
There was no Pinochle in June. When 

play resumes, it will be Friday nights 
in the Heritage Room from 6:30 p.m. 
to approximately 9:00 p.m.

Here is some Pinochle humor to keep 
you amused:

•  Am I great because I play Pinochle; 
or do I play Pinochle because I’m 
great?

•  Work before Pinochle? Not in my 
dictionary!

•  Pinochle players happen even in the 
best of families.

•  Never underestimate an old player 
with a deck of cards.

Wayne Block
wmblock@earthlink.net

949) 916-5387

Military Veterans
With a slow but continued relaxing of 

COVID-19 restrictions, more options 
may be open to the club. Club members 
and widows are being emailed the time 
and place of our meetings on the fourth 
Monday of each month, with the next 
one on July 26. There will be a 4th of 
July celebration, but time and place are 
still undetermined as of yet. So, watch 
your email inbox for particulars.

If you are a veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact me 
for a friendly chat. If you would like to 
be notified of our meetings as a guest, 
I will email you a time and place upon 
request, when known.

Our next meeting will be Monday, 
July 26 at a time and place to be deter-
mined via email.

Kip Isbell
kipisbell@live.com

(949) 922-2530

marvelous menus. A short business 
meeting follows the luncheons, where 
our various philanthropies are intro-
duced and reported on.

Watch the Courier and eblasts for 
further information regarding opening 
dates and fall sign-ups.

Happy Summer to all.
Pat Crowley

Patc624@yahoo.com
(949) 305-0582

be announced in an email blast. Please 
watch for the information. If you have 
any friends who might not get email 
blasts, keep them informed or tell them 
to call me after July 1 for more details.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port.

Karen Warren
mjgdbw4@gmail.com

(949) 716-6830
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Vegetable Garden
Thank you to everyone who pitched 

in to help clean and organize the tools 
and common areas during our first 
gathering since 2019. We have a “Sip 
and Sup” scheduled for June 26 from 
5 to 7 p.m. to stroll through the garden 
with beverages and appetizers.

Unfortunately, theft has again be-
come a real problem in the garden so 
many of us have purchased locks. Still, 
people reach over our fences and steal 
from us. We are happy to allow guests 
to walk through the garden but helping 
yourself to our crops is theft. When we 
catch members stealing, we expel them. 
When we catch non-members stealing, 
we report them to the HOA.

As of this writing, the garden is 100% 
full and we have 12 residents currently 
waiting for a lot.

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members, along 

with their usual meetings and activities, 
are taking field trips to established 
woodworking shops and retail stores, 
such as Woodcraft and Rockler, that 
specialize in wood products and wood 
working tools. One such establish-
ment is the Urban Workshop located 

Water Exercise
At last!!! We are back in Pool 1. No 

more schedules to create. Just time to 
have a lot of fun. Join us from 8 to 10 
a.m. on Monday through Friday for our 
Water Exercise class. We exercise with 
recorded music from 8:45 to about 9:30 
a.m. We use a variety of musical work-
outs that will help keep you in good 
shape. If your knees, hips or back are 
bothering you, water exercise is kind 
to them and you will be feeling much 
better very soon. 

Be sure to register in the office, sign 
our waiver, and leave a check for the 

Away Golf
Great news! Away Golf has booked 

our next tournament. It will be held at 
Costa Mesa Country Club on Tuesday, 
August 10; we will play the Los Lagos 
Course. This is a golf-only event. The 
cost for golf, shared cart, and prizes 
is $69; tee times will start at 9:06. A 
signup sheet will be available at Casta 
del Sol Rec Ctr 1 from July 6 through 
July 30. Mark your calendar and sign 
up early to ensure your preferred tee 
time. We welcome singles, couples, 
and entire foursomes. Guests are al-
ways welcome too.

We are also planning tournaments 
for October and November, as well 
as a year-end dinner. We are asking 
members to volunteer to serve as club 
officers and to help plan future tourna-
ments. Your involvement will ensure 
a future filled with more and different 
events. Please call me to discuss how 
you can get involved.

Joyce Parlin, (949) 588-0337

Bocce Ball
Hooray, we are back in business! 

On Wednesday, June 2, we returned 
to nights and had both courts filled. It 
was like a high school reunion when we 
were reunited with our friends. Some 
members had not seen each other since 
COVID-19 decided to visit us in March 
of 2020. It seemed like old times. Play-
ers had not lost their touch in playing 
bocce ball. We were approved by the 
Board to have 16 members (eight on 
a court) on Monday, Wednesday, and 

Lawn Bowling
Our current summer hours for club 

play are 9:30 to noon on Monday, 

Chippers (golf)
The entire Casta del Sol community 

is invited to our next event as soon as 
we can schedule it. If you have not 
signed up for eblasts, please contact the 
recreation office so that you can receive 
these important messages.

There is no pressure to join our club, 
just an invitation to a morning of fun 
at the Rec Ctr 2 golf practice area. You 
will hit five golf balls at each of 18 
targets and keep your own score. Bring 
your favorite wedge golf club or let us 
provide one for you. Play is from 9 to 
11 a.m. on the scheduled Saturday (date 
to be announced), and all for a simple 
$5 entry fee.

The door prize table usually has 
something for everyone. We also ac-
cept donations of extra golf equipment 
that is taking up space in your storage 
area. We hope to see you when the 
time comes.

Bob Hrad, (949) 290-0366

in Costa Mesa. Their definition is as 
follows: “Urban Workshop is a com-
munity centered, membership-based 
DIY workshop and makerspace. It is a 
creative environment with supportive 
staff and access to tools, software and 
workspace. You can make nearly any-
thing! What will you make?”

For the price of a membership and the 
purchase of your own materials, they 
furnish a workspace plus instructions 
on safely using the correct tools to 
complete whatever project you have 
in mind to make.

Steve Vallely
(714) 595 5766

$5 annual dues. Then you will become 
a member of our group. Okay, it’s time 
to go jump in the pool.

Nan Rednall
nrednall@sbcglobal.net

(949) 770-5973

Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin

jpmobid@gmail.com
(714) 969-9666

Friday nights from 6:45 to 8 p.m. It 
will be on a first come-first serve basis.

 I would like to wish all the best to 
Patty and Jim Toth who will be moving 
to Texas in July. You have made a great 
addition to our club and will truly be 
missed.

Carol Zinsmeister, (949) 305-9890

Continued on page 18
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Lawn Bowling
Continued from page 17

Continued on page 19

Wednesday, and Friday; please check 
in by 9:15. As of this writing, we still 
require prior signups for play. The sig-
nup sheets are posted at the Pavilion on 
Fridays for the following week. We will 
inform members of the latest protocol 
changes via email.

We feel we are now in a position 
to welcome interested potential new 
members and to provide lessons. Please 
contact Butch Nelson at (949) 351-
0941 for details. Feel free to drop by 
and see how the game is played.

Lastly, be on the lookout for an an-
nouncement of our long-overdue social 
time together. The Lawn Bowling Club 
has a long history of the best potlucks 
and pizza parties in Casta del Sol.

May the fun begin, and the green be 
with you.

Sondra Nelson, (949) 290-4298

Men’s Golf
In June we started our Annual Club 

Championship Tournament. Every 
member is eligible to participate. We 
split our club members up into four 
flights based on their May 30 Handi-
caps. We have about 20 members in 

each flight. The first round that each 
member plays in June, July and August, 
net of handicap, will be his tournament 
score. The total low net member in each 
flight will be our four flight winners.

During the first two weeks of Sep-
tember, the flight winners will have a 
playoff to determine our Club Cham-
pion for 2021. Normally our golf club 
plays from the forward silver tees 
each Wednesday. For the flight winner 
playoffs, we will move to the back blue 
tees and only use 85% of each player’s 
handicap.

Call our Membership Chairman, Bill 
Riethmeier, at (949) 770-7022 to join 
our club.

Bill Burfeind, (949 305-4260

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club has returned 

to an Open Play system. Every day 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. there will be 
open play for club members. The plan 
is to have one court for open play and 
one court for advanced play. All other 
times require sign-ups on the white 
board and are available for members 
and non-members. Those who want to 
participate in the open club play must 
be members, so we encourage joining.
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Pickleball
We play Pickleball at Rec Ctr 2 on 

tennis courts 2A and 2B on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m., 
and Fridays and Sundays from 9 to 11 
a.m. Paddles and balls are available 
for new players to use, and newcomers 
are always welcome. Come out to the 
courts during any of the times listed 
above to check out how much fun 
Pickleball is! You may also arrange to 
play Pickleball at any time the courts 
are not reserved through dwellingLIVE.

Playing times may change when the 
hot weather arrives. Members of the 
Casta del Sol Pickleball Club receive 
weekly email updates on playing times 
and other activities. You may join the 

Tennis
There has been a change in the 

evening Round Robin events which 
are now being held on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
The morning Round Robin events are 
still being held on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings from 8 to 10 a.m. 
The ball machine practice sessions 

In addition, our first paddle tennis 
clinic will begin at 4 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 21. Mike Cusack and Roger 
Hobbs have graciously returned to 
teaching clinics for beginners and 
advanced beginners. These are always 
fun, informative, and have a great ef-
fect on improving skills. Plans are to 
have these clinics the third Wednesday 
of every month at 4 p.m.

In future months, we will return to 
other activities including tournaments 
and social events.

Debra Friedman
debrafriedman0@gmail.com

(949) 230-7195

Paddle Tennis
Continued from page 18

remain on Monday morning from 8 to 
10 a.m. These group events are terrific 
opportunities to meet new Casta del 
Sol tennis players and hone your skills.

In anticipation of upcoming summer 
temperatures, the court hours have been 
extended to 10 p.m. Please remember 
to turn off the lights before you leave.

We are anxiously awaiting the com-
plete opening of the state, which hope-
fully will enable the inclusion of guests 
to the tennis courts. This opening 
should also expedite the club’s plans 
for our first 2021 social event later 
this summer and our first tournament 
of the year.

Roger Gyger, (630) 430-9045

club by paying an annual $10 per per-
son fee at Rec Ctr 1.

If you have any questions about Pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
(949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild, (949) 446-0005

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

July Happenings

Register for the following classes by 
visiting https://cityofmissionviejo.org/
register. Or call The Murray Center 
at (949) 470-3062 for help with reg-
istering.

Volunteer Action for Aging’s Tablet 
& Smartphone Basics class teaches 
you how to learn the key functions on 
your device. This class will go over 
basic commands on the device, and 
there will be time at the end to ask a 
few questions. Wednesday, July 7, 10 
to 11 a.m. Course #83618. Free.

Volunteer Action for Aging’s Cyber 
Security program discusses common 
scams people can run into online. The 
program also provides information on 
how to safely use social media and how 
to protect yourself online. Wednesday, 
July 21, 2 to 3 p.m. Course #83620. 
Free.

Crafty Ladies is a morning social 
group that knits and crochets blankets, 
clothing, and other items for various 
charities in the community. Wednes-
days, May 5 through August 25, 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Course #82766. Free

Learn to Play Bocce on the city’s 
beautiful bocce courts. All equipment 
provided. Easygoing pace. Part 1 of the 
class on Thursday will be an educa-
tional session inside the building. Part 
2 will be on Friday and take place on 
the bocce courts. Thursday and Friday, 

July 1 and 2, from 9 to 11 a.m. Course 
#68761. Free.

Singles ping pong will be offered 
on a first-come, first-served basis for 
up to six    participants per day. Drop-
in registration is required at the front 
desk. Tuesday and Thursday, 8:30 to 
11 a.m. Free.

Go Paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  em a i l  e ac h  mon t h ,  ema i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line. Or you may call The Murray Cen-
ter at (949) 470-3062 for help.

City Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

At the May 25 City Council meeting, 
two long-time city volunteers were 
recognized for their service and will 
have their names inscribed on the Wall 
of Recognition at the Norman Murray 
Center. The honorees are Pam Smith 
and Elizabeth Busick. In announcing 
these honors, Mayor Kelley described 
both as “tireless volunteers who are 
tremendous assets to the city.”

The City Council renewed the Senior 
Dial-A-Taxi program administered by 
the California Yellow Cab Company. 
This program provides low-cost trans-
portation to seniors aged sixty and 
above. Those registered may use the 
service for trips to medical appoint-
ments, church services, shopping, 
restaurants, and other destinations at 
a cost of $5 per trip. You can register 
for this service at the Norman Murray 
Center or through the city’s website.

The Council also renewed the city’s 
contract with Mercy House Living 
Centers for Homeless Outreach Ser-
vices. Mercy House provides outreach 
to homeless individuals, transitional 
housing, and field visits. This program 
is jointly funded by the county and the 
city.

At their June 8 meeting, a new video 
showing concepts for the Core Area 
Vision Plan was shown. This plan 

encompasses Oso Creek, the Oso 
Creek walking trails, and the Village 
Center. The video can be seen at 
www.envisionmissionviejo.com.

The Council also held a lengthy dis-
cussion about possible zoning changes 
for certain commercial areas to allow 
for residential development in response 
to state-mandated requirements for af-
fordable housing within the city.

In other business, the Council re-
newed the city’s contract for police 
services with the Orange County Sher-
iff. It was noted that Mission Viejo con-
tinues to be one of the safest cities, not 
only in California but also in the nation, 
and that our cost for police services is 
significantly lower than Orange County 
cities that have their own police forces.

News You Can Use
Upper Lot/Lower Lot 
Parking at Rec Ctr 1

In the Rec Ctr 1 parking lot you 
may see an upper lot/lower lot 
sign when you enter. The upper 
lot is suggested for residents who 
are visiting the administration 
building or the Fiesta Room. The 
lower portion of the parking lot is 
where the Emeritus class students 
will be directed and is suggested 
for those residents utilizing the 
lower part of the clubhouse, i.e., 
pool, shuffleboard, etc.  This saves 
space in the upper lot for those 
entering the Fiesta building.

News You Can Use
Report Suspicious
Activity

If you observe suspicious activi-
ty, please call 911 or the non-emer-
gency police department number at 
(949) 770-6011. If you believe the 
HOA should be notified, contact 
the gate attendant at Gate 1 at (949) 
455-4674.

Government Agencies 
Won’t Threaten You

Government Agencies do not 
threaten you for any payments by 
freezing your accounts or revok-
ing your driver’s license.  If you 
have broken a law, due process 
must be followed which means 
there will be letters sent to you 
and in-person hearings.
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Unwelcome Spring Visitors

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small TalkWhat’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Tomato Ricotta Tart
1 prepared pie crust

¾ cup ricotta cheese

1 large egg

2 garlic cloves, minced

½ tsp. kosher salt and pepper

½ cup chopped fresh basil, divided

½ cup gruyere cheese, shredded, di-
vided

1 pound fresh tomatoes, cut into ¼ 
inch slices

Preheat oven to 450 degrees and put 
pie dough into fluted tart pan. Bake for 
10 minutes and set aside.

In a large bowl, combine ricotta, 
egg, garlic, salt, pepper and half of the 
chopped basil and half of the shredded 
gruyere cheese. Mix to combine, then 
pour into an even layer over the crust.

Arrange tomato slices in circular 
pattern over ricotta mixture, slight-
ly overlapping. Sprinkle remaining 
gruyere cheese on top.

Bake at 400 degrees for 25 minutes 
or until filling is set. Let stand for 10 
minutes and sprinkle with remaining 
chopped basil. Slice to serve.

Doheny State Beach, Dana 
Point

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Day Tripping

Does anyone recall that old childhood 
rhyme about the advent of spring?

Spring has come, the flowers is riz,

I wonder where the birdies is.

Change the last line to, we all know 
where the ants is, and it speaks for 
many of us.

The ants must be on spring break, be-
cause they have invaded our homes like 
a drove of college kids out for a good 
time. The difference is that college kids 
have their fun and then go home. These 
uninvited, diminutive pests refuse to 
leave and take every opportunity to bug 
us. (No pun intended.)

One would think we could come up 
with a way to use ants to our advantage. 
I personally feel we should employ 
them as weapons of warfare. All we 
would need to do is sneak them into 
the homes and offices of the enemy 

and let the ants aggravate them into 
surrendering. Aggravation, after all, is 
what ants do best.

 I have come to the conclusion that 
long after humans have vanished 
from the earth, ants will live on. 
These industrious creatures will likely 
construct houses and condos within 
sophisticated ant cities, the names of 
which will vaguely reflect the past: 
Mission Vieantjo, Los Antgeles, and 
San Dianto.

But, similar to the dinosaurs, will 
the ants’ reign someday come to an 
end? Probably. However, I see their 
demise stemming from something far 
simpler than an asteroid colliding with 
the earth. It seems obvious. Without 
humans to torment, they will surely die 
of boredom.

We have lived in Casta del Sol for 15 
years, but I had never been to Doheny 
State Beach, even though I have visited 
the Harbor numerous times. A chance 
remark by Vangie Theisz led us there.

Only 13 miles from Casta, this is a 
great place to take the family or go by 
yourself and get steps. There are vol-
leyball nets, horseshoe pits, a bike trail, 
bike and surrey rentals, picnic tables, 
clean restrooms, a restaurant, and a nice 
beach. The water was very calm when 
we visited although there was one spot 
with some waves that attracted surfers. 
There is a nesting tree where egrets 
and other birds nest as they migrate. 
Along the pathway, there are paintings 
of various sea animals and their length, 
a nice addition to the area.

Adjacent to the day-use parking lot is 
a building with a visitor center, shop, 

and aquarium. The sign says it is open 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily but it was closed 
the day we were there, perhaps because 
it was a holiday.

A short walk from the parking lot 
leads you to the Harbor with shops and 
restaurants.

There are two parking options: the 
State Park day-use lot which costs $3 
per hour for a minimum of 2 hours, 
$15 on holidays, or the lot off Puerto 
Place which costs $1 per hour. The first 
leads right into the beach area, the other 
requires a few more steps. Guess which 
one we used?

949 Area Code Change 
When you dial a 949 area code 

phone number from another 949 
phone number, you should dial 
1-949 before the number. This new 
dialing method will not result in any 
toll charges. This method of dialing 
within the 949 area code will be-
come mandatory starting October 
24, 2021. If you have stored any 
949 phone numbers in your phone 
or other devices for speed dialing, 
you will need to change them to 
include 1-949.
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A Good Read: The Royal 
Governess
Book Review by Liz Rickett

Restaurant Review

Are you an Anglophile? Obsessed 
with the English monarchy? Interest-
ed in history? Keen on World War II 
history? Then this is the book for you.

This novel – The Royal Governess by 
Wendy Holden – traces the career of 
Marion Crawford, governess to Prin-
cess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret 
Rose of England. It begins in 1933 
when Marion, a young idealistic Scot 
in training to teach, with a passion to 
work with children in the slums of Ed-
inburgh, catches the eye of the Duchess 
of York, mother of the two princesses.

For fourteen years she lives with 
the royals through the death of King 
George V, the abdication of Edward 
VII, the ascension of George VI, and 
World War II. This book provides a 
glimpse into these events, as seen from 
one in the palace.

This book is available in large print, 
in the Casta del Sol library.

Mary Carlson recommends the 
Savour Bakery located at 25380 Mar-
guerite Parkway in Mission Viejo in 
the Trader Joe’s parking lot by Delizie 
Ristorante. They have a few indoor 
tables and a few outdoor tables, as 
well as take-out. Menu items change, 
but they consistently have croissants, 
scones, muffins, tarts, rolls, quiche, 
ham and cheese croissants and turkey 
or ham sandwiches (on croissants). 
They offer coffee and tea. “I really 
like their chocolate croissants and al-
mond chocolate croissants, when they 
have them,” reports Mary. You can 
call ahead at (714) 567-1124, or email 
ahead and place an order or request at 
savourbakerymv.com. They will set 
aside items for you. They are open 
Wednesday through Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  and Sunday from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. They are closed Monday and 
Tuesday.

Please send your restaurant reviews 
to Fran Morgan at fmorgan17@cox.
net.
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Where in the World -- Inside Cuba
By Jeff McCoy

There’s a certain mystery about a 
place few Americans have visited 
in the past 60 years. In 2016, when 
“People-to-People” excursions to Cuba 
were allowed, my wife and I jumped at 
the opportunity to visit the island nation 
and learn about life there. Departing 
from Miami, the 600-passenger cruise 
ship, Adonia, transported us to Hava-
na for a two-day visit. We would also 
make stops in Cienfuegos and Santiago 
de Cuba during the seven-day trip. 

Havana, and much of Cuba, has been 
described as a place frozen in time. 
Nothing exemplifies that more than 
the living museum of classic American 
cars running on the streets of the city. 
Because of the U.S. imposed embargo 
that included the sale of U.S. made cars 
and mechanical parts, creative Cubans 
have kept old cars from the 1950s 
operating using parts and pieces never 
intended for them. Even old trucks 
have had wooden shells added and 
the beds lined with benches for use as 
public transport. Havana also appears 
out-of-time because much of its infra-
structure and buildings are in need of 
repair, restoration, or modernization. 

The worldly traveler won’t find a Mc-
Donalds or Starbucks as one would in 
most major cities. The few billboards 
one might see are political in nature, as 
product advertisement is not allowed.

The people-to-people program gave 
us the opportunity to do some touristy 
things such as visiting Ernest Hem-
mingway’s home, where he wrote The 
Old Man and the Sea and other novels, 
and places like El Floridita, one of his 
favorite bars. We toured Cementerio 
de Cristóbal Colón, one of the world’s 
great historical cemeteries. At Castillo 
del Morro, we explored the fortress 
constructed in the 1700s as a defense 
against pirates. And we visited San 
Juan Hill where Teddy Roosevelt and 
the Roughriders won the last battle of 
the Spanish Cuban-America War (as it 
is referred to in Cuba).

But more importantly, we got to 
interact with Cubans whom we found 
to be friendly and welcoming. On our 
first night in Havana, we went to a 
paladar (a locally owned restaurant in 
a private home) for a Cuban jazz dinner 
party. Our cultural experience includ-
ed a folkloric show featuring colorful 

Santeria dancers and drummers. At the 
Terry Theater is Cienfuegos, an a cap-
pella group performed classical pieces 
and Cuban songs like Guantanamera. 
They also sang When I Fall in Love in 
English to the delight of our audience. 
The outdoor markets we visited pro-
vided more opportunities to interact 
with locals.

We learned Cubans have free edu-
cation, free healthcare, and basic food 
supplies. However, under the current 
government Cubans are still repressed 
and will continue to be until there is a 
move toward democratization and a 
greater respect for human rights.

Milestone
Celebrations

Jan and Steve Vallely celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversary on 
July 1. Congratulations!

Do you have a milestone birth-
day or anniversary you would 
like to share?  Please send a note 
to Fran Morgan at fmorgan17@
cox.net. 

Sharing Our Roots: Judy Bryant
By Liz Rickett, photo courtesy of Judy Bryant

When Judy Bry-
ant’s grandmother 
died, she left a lot 
of family photos. 
No one wanted the 
photos. Most peo-
ple did not even 
know the names of 
those in the photos. 
Judy not only took 
the photos,  she 
made it her mis-
sion to find out the 
names and stories 
of those in them.

Judy’s family has 
been in the United 
States for hundreds 
of years. Her fam-
ily’s history is part 
of the history of our country.

Her seventh great grandfather, John 
Wattles, was born in Scotland. A good 
Presbyterian, he joined Charles II’s 
fight to end the reign of Cromwell. 
In 1650, John was captured. He was 
shipped to New England and sold as 
an indentured servant. Generally, the 
Scots were sold for twenty pounds for 
a term of eight years.

In 1650, he was freed and settled in 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts, where he 
was granted 15 acres of land, on con-
dition he build and settle on the land 
and pay town taxes.

Unfortunately, in 1676, Chelmsford 
was attacked by the followers of King 
Phillip, a Wampanoag Native Ameri-
can. Homes were burned, people were 
killed, Wattles among them, for which 
his family was later reimbursed sixteen 
shillings and eight pence.

Judy’s fifth great grandmother, Nan-
cy Ann Wood, also was a rebel. A self-

trained healer and maker and dispenser 
of medicines, she arrived in Buncombe 
County, North Carolina about 1800. 
Her trunk included mortar and pestle, 
prescriptions, remedies and “frilled 
petticoats.” This latter fact resulted in 
her being called on charges before the 
church that she “was of worldly mind, 
since she had been wearing petticoats 
adorned with frills.”

No record has been found as to the 
resolution of this charge. She continued 
to heal with pow-ders and concoctions, 
herbs and spells for the whole frontier 
until she died.

Today 80 percent of the crude drug 
supply for the United States is gathered 
within 100 miles of where she lived.

If you have an interesting story about 
your family, please let me know by 
emailing me at lizrick-ett@me.com.  
I would love to interview you so you 
can share your story with your friends 
and neighbors.

Do you have a Where in the World 
story? If so, contact Evelyn Rothert at 
erothert@sbcglobal.net.

In addition to being a genealogist, Judy is a talented 
quilter. She made this quilt to honor her great 
grandfather, Charles M. Cox, (1835-1862) who was killed 
at Fort Donelson, Tennessee. This battle was General 
U.S. Grant’s first victory.
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Volunteered Comments on Casta Courier Readers’ Survey
The Casta Courier Readers’ Survey was included as a flyer with the February 

2021 Casta Courier. In addition to the 10 specific questions asked, the survey 
allowed residents to add additional comments, which we have shared below. The 
survey was also offered online, but it did not have the option to submit voluntary 

comments. (340 residents used the online method and 280 responded to the paper 
version.) All responses to the survey were anonymous. The comments below were 
all relevant comments, only edited for grammar. We divided the comments into 
categories to provide a better sense of the feedback we received.

Love It/Keep as Is
A superior publication!

Great reading. Thank you.

I enjoy it.

I enjoy reading it.

Enjoy the paper.

Enjoy reading it. Good paper!

I really enjoy our little newspaper!

Love getting the Courier!!!

I look forward to reading each issue.

Like the paper. Don’t change it.

Love it. Don’t change it!

Like it just as it is.

If it’s not broken, don’t fix it!

It’s nicely done.

Happy with it the way it is.

Appreciate it, pleased with it, as is.

I enjoy getting it each month.

I like sitting in my easy chair with the Courier in hand. Love our community. The 
paper is a nice part of living in Casta.

I always enjoyed the paper for 21 years. Look forward to it every month.

I enjoy reading the Courier very much and read it thoroughly every month.

I look forward to the paper every month.

I even save old issues to refer to later. For instance, when I meet someone who I 
remember being written about in the Courier.

I keep the Courier until I receive the new Courier - always!

We so look forward to the monthly paper. It’s a tradition. We pick up extra copies 
to show family and friends how great it is living in Casta. 

The February 2021 issue is very good!

I suspect that the Courier is not read by 50% of the homeowners. But I think it 
has its place.

Keeps Us Informed
Would miss everything without Courier.

It is a good local news and happening now paper - I like it!

We both enjoy the Courier and I think it is very necessary.

The Courier is the only connection we have during this pandemic, now you want 
to take that away too?

It is a very good way of keeping owners and others up to date on what is hap-
pening in Casta del Sol.

The Courier is a great form of communication.

Continued on page 24
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Continued on page 25

Volunteered Comments on Casta Courier Readers’ Survey
Continued from page 23

Excellent communication tool for residents.

Excellent community coverage. New resident and it helps!

I love it, very informative. If it was not delivered, I would not know anything.

Thank You to Courier Committee Members
Keep up the good work.

Thanks for doing a great job.

Nice work and thank you!

Thanks to all the volunteers who make this terrific publication possible.

You do an admirable job and it’s greatly appreciated.

I look forward to finding the Courier on my doorstep each month. Keep up the 
good work.

Thank you to all the volunteers who assist in its publication and delivery.

Efforts of Courier staff, reporters and photographers are much appreciated. 

We thank the staff and volunteers.

Thanks for all the hard work providing valuable information and interesting stories.

Much appreciated.

My thanks. I look forward each month for the Courier.

Provides Community
I love to read it. It’s a must. The info is great. I think it is what ties us together 
as a community.

I enjoy the connection to our community.

Prefer Paper Version 

Enjoy reading the Courier in paper form.

Please do not take the paper away!

I hope you will continue to print the Courier.

Like to read a paper. Please continue.

I much prefer reading the paper in hand.

Please keep Courier in paper form so I can continue to enjoy.

I prefer the paper version.

Please keep the paper copy.

Please, please do not eliminate the hardcopy of Courier.

Please keep home delivery.

Please do not stop printing and delivering the Courier to my driveway!!

Keep the Courier delivered.

Do not stop delivering to our homes, please!

Do not go only online.

Keep the paper coming. Online only is not convenient.

Love having paper in hand. Eyes tired of computer screen.

Love the paper and you want to take this joy away? 

I spend enough time in front of my computer or phone and prefer not to add more 
time.

Please keep publishing a paper version! We spend too much time staring at elec-
tronic screens. And older residents would likely miss the ability to hold it and 
read it like the “good old days.”

I prefer print but would read if only digital. I have a computer but still enjoy 
getting the paper delivered.

We prefer print to digital, but will still read if digital.

Difficulty With Electronic Option
We have no internet.

We have several friends who have no internet.

Too difficult with computer.

For those residents who may not have computer/email access, the Courier online 
wouldn’t work.

Many people do not have computers.

Many CdS residents do not have a computer - big disservice if you switch to 
online publication.

I have a friend here who does not have a computer so she needs a printed copy.

I’m not very good on the computer.

I am almost 90% not computer smart.

Computer keeps going down. It is not reliable. Cox can’t handle all their customers 
at this time.

How many of us “seniors” who do not have any computers, cell phones and use 
only the US mail and our OLD landlines for correspondence? We are the original 
residents who depend on our present paper Courier.

Prefer Online or Did Not Know it was Online
Not a full-time resident so I prefer not to have it on driveway. Indicates no one is 
home. Like to opt out of delivery and read it on line.

Do not like it cluttering the driveway, signaling no one is home.

Only want it online if it would reduce monthly dues.

Will go to website more now that is more useful and user friendly.

Did not know it was available online.

Did not know it was available on the website.

Prefer Other Format
Make it smaller like a newsletter.

Change from newspaper format to newsletter format, fewer pages.

You could probably shorten to a simple 2-page letter and mail to those who don’t 
use the latest, expensive machines -Manager’s Report, President’s Message, Board 
Highlights, Committee Reports, classified which pay for printing.

Positive Comments on Sections
With so much serious stuff, love the lighter, humorous additions.

I miss Nelly’s funny stuff.

Congrats on Shelly Lethiot’s article this month.

I think the Courier as it is, provides a wonderful and irreplaceable service to the 
community, as a whole. But to me, the “feature writers” and human-interest stories 
are the icing on the cake.

The President’s Message and the Treasurer’s Reports are very important and 
informative. A must read.

I like the Treasurer’s Report for 2021.

Sections/Stories Could be Eliminated
“Small talk,” “My Autobiography,” and “I Remember When” can be eliminated.

Remember When, It’s a Small World. Scrap this column - we lived it!

PC Tips and Tricks. How many are using the computer for anything other than 
Zoom. How about replacing it with phone tips? Or in addition to the PC Column.

Pandemic Projects - scrap. It’s getting old and we are hopefully seeing the end of 
it. Maybe instead have “projects.”

Changes Would Like on Committees and Club Articles
Committee chairs could elaborate on what they are working on.

Clubs have no new news during COVID - shorten them.

Bigger club articles post COVID.

Too much about people on the Courier.

The gym had a list of members, why not in club news? Especially with facilities 
discussing this area.

Add meetings and events, clubs and activities to the Calendar section.

If clubs have nothing to say don’t print the same thing month after month (Boom-
ers and Variety Club).
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Volunteered Comments on Casta Courier Readers’ Survey

Continued on page 26

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – Puzzles
Word games, puzzles.

Like a puzzle, if possible.

Puzzles need to be added.

Joke section.

Where are the cartoons? We need to laugh more.

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – Food Related
More recipes.

More take-out restaurants reviews.

I think you’ve occasionally done this. I appreciate learning about residents’ favor-
ite restaurants nearby - what they like to order and why they like the restaurant.

A section where residents can recommend restaurants, they got takeout food from 
and what they ordered. It would help us find new restaurants we may not have 
known about.

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – Classified Section
Add sections on who needs help, and for sale items.

Classifieds - for sale or wanted.

Coupons for local vendors.

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – Amenities/Technology
More info on Oso Creek golf course.

Mission Viejo Lake Association. We have representations. Why not a paragraph 
after their meetings on what’s discussed?

Maybe activities at Murray Center.

In September 2019 I requested of Fran Morgan that the paper run a short infor-
mation blurb regarding the recycling program at the Heritage Garden. It is in your 

“News You Can Use” file. I have never seen it printed in the paper.

Anything on new technologies would be helpful to seniors - thermostats, Smart 
TV, options to steaming vs. Cox, refrigerators.

How has grocery delivery changed one’s life going forward, Amazon deliveries, 
TV, Vaccines.

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – Resident Information
More photos of travel club events when they resume.

I see groups getting together to play music, sit and visit, etc. Can we have a per-
sonal ad section that tells of those get togethers or offers an invite?

More get togethers “meet your neighbors.” More community togetherness focus.

More stories about the residents.

More info on CdS residents.

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – COVID-19 Related
Address the Coronavirus schedule, if any.

COVID information and shot clinics important.

Features Would Like Included/Expanded – CdS News
Updated information on Gate 3.

Create a traffic alert asking drivers within the community to use turn signals, 
don’t run stop signs, etc.

Unfortunate happenings, police reports, robberies, break-ins!

Publish the schedule for painting houses.

Remodel updates. What neighbors are successfully doing to remodel their homes 
in CdS.

Features Would Like to See Included/Expanded – Contact Information
Maybe a one- or two-times list of our representatives from district, state and 
federal with contact email.

Continued from page 24
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the August issue.

IN MEMORIAM
William (Bill) Crowhurst
Jerry Hebert

- Courier Committee Members and Staff -
Board Liaison Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
Courier Chair Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
Courier Associate Chair Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Editor-in-Chief Judy Clendenin jlclendenin@gmail.com
Secretary Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
Section Editors:
   Association News April Wilsey aprilincal@gmail.com
   Bulletin Board Al Guild alguild@earthlink.net
   Casta Connections Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
   Clubs Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
   Committees Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Opinions Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
   People, Places and Events Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
   Sports Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
Columnists:
   City Highlights Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
   Computer Tips Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
   Day Tripping Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
   Small Talk Dorothy Frances dfranceswrites@cox.net
   What’s Cooking Linda Brockmiller LindaBrock@cox.net
Feature Writers: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
 Debra Friedman debrafriedman0@gmail.com
 Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
 Fran Morgan Fmorgan17@cox.net
 Liz Rickett lizrickett@me.com
 Jo Steciuk beejul@cox.net
Staff Photographer: Jeff McCoy jmactr1@gmail.com
Photo Coordinator: Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com
Proofreaders: Bob Destino bobdestino@outlook.com
 Donna Guild donnaguild@earthlink.net
 Dottie Lewis dottielewis19@gmail.com
 Evelyn Rothert erothert@sbcglobal.net
 Suzanne Moore jsmoore830@gmail.com
Delivery Preparations: Kip Isbell kipisbell@live.com

Volunteered Comments on Casta Courier Readers’ Survey

Could we get email addresses for committees and clubs?

How do we contact committee heads and others, like Bill Thornton?

Something useful for both the paper and website would be a quick reference 
section box with frequently needed numbers such as PacWest Customer Service, 
Management Office, and Paint Company Customer Service.

Features Would Like to See Included/Expanded – Employee Recog-
nition
Might add stories about workers like Leo and Ruben who maintain Rec Ctr 1 
pool area.

Add a section for recognition to recognize people who do things for others - what 
they did.

A “thank you” department so us old people could express our thanks for nice 
things the yard people do, etc.

A Casta/Powerstone and/or PacWest employee recognition. I’d like to commend 
Alphonso, who is a 14-year employee who takes care of the garden area around 
Rec Ctr 1 as if it was his own. Extremely hard worker. Alphonso is deserving of 
recognition.

Features Would Like to See Included/Expanded – Opinion Section
No real news. Need opinion pages. Bad news that’s important for us to know 
like accidents.

I think it would be fun to have a “complaint department” so us old people could 
get things off our chest. Things that bother us. 

Would like to see a “Letters to the Editor” section to get more feedback to our 
Board and committees.

Allow residents (via website, mail, “suggestions/question box”) to pose questions/
suggestions to committees. Then select one question for each committee chair-
person to answer in their committee report in the Courier.

An editorial section to address the drastic and unrealistic increase of our monthly 
dues without the residents voting!

Opinions. I realize this was cancelled before, but I still think residents need an 
opportunity to ask questions or express ideas or feelings.

Letter to the editor, open letters to Board and residents.

One thing I miss that used to appear in the Courier. Opinions of residents - some 
were very controversial but a great way to make changes when necessary. How-
ever, this didn’t help sales of properties, since Casta wanted to be portrayed as a 
peaceful and perfect place. So, they eliminated all printed pros and cons and have 
switched to photos of people having fun, etc.

Other Comments Regarding Courier
How are the proceeds from the classified ads used?

26 ads in current edition - eliminate full page ads.

Finish articles on page 1 on page 2, not pages away.

Give copies to people interested in Casta.

Enjoyed stuffing with other residents who I didn’t see often otherwise.

Continued from page 25
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


