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President’s
Message
David Ankeny, President

On April 6, 
I had my first 
President’s 
baptism by 
fire. A com-
mittee chair 
c a l l ed  and 
reported that a tree fell down on 
Alava, blocking the sidewalk and 
street. After several phone calls and 
helpful actions by Nordic, PacWest 
and Powerstone, we had a solution. 
The tree was dragged to the side-
walk and safety cones were put 
out with no car incidents. The next 
morning PacWest trimmed, cut, and 
chipped the tree. All is well.

This brings me to my three topics 
for this month.

Community
Casta del Sol is a community 

of 1,927 homes, close to 3,000 

Gates 3 and 4 
and Camera 
Update
Josh Hodosh, General Manager

At the March 18 Board Meeting, 
the Board of Directors approved 
the California Gate Systems (CGS) 
proposal to modify Gates 3 and 4 
to automatic resident-only gates at 
a cost of $182,175.55 for material 
and labor, a 10% contingency of 
$18,217.25 and $5,900 for draw-
ings, planning, and permitting by 
the City of Mission Viejo, for a 
total cost of $206,292.80. This cost 
would be paid for from the Entry 
Area reserve account.

The Board also approved a new 
camera system for all four gates for 
$75,925.92 plus a 10% contingen-
cy of $7,592.55 bringing the total 
estimated cost to $83,518.51. This 
payment will be made from the 
Capital account which has enough 

Continued on page 8 Continued on page 8 Continued on page 8

On this page are the six candidates who are running to fill three Board of Director openings. How will you know who to 
vote for? Attend the Meet the Candidates Night on Thursday, May 27 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. Each candidate will have the 
opportunity to present their qualifications and vision for the community and answer questions from the audience. Ballots 
will be tabulated on June 24 in the Vista Room and announced at the Homeowners’ Meeting at 7 p.m. either by Zoom or 
in the Vista Room.

Candidate’s order was chosen by drawing. Board members serve two-year terms. Please read detailed Election Committee 
report on page 11.

Marci Smith

I care about Casta del Sol. My 
grandparents moved here in 1985. My 
parents have lived here for 25 years 
and my husband and I moved to Casta 
in January 2017. I’ve been a member 
of the Greenbelt Committee, Budget & 
Finance, and am currently the Facili-
ties Committee Chair. Having learned 
the role of committee member and 
chairperson and also having attended 

David Ankeny

I have lived in Casta since Decem-
ber 2011 and have been a resident of 
Mission Viejo for 36 years. I have two 
children, my daughter Kate and son-in-
law Bryan, who live in Ladera Ranch 
with four wonderful grandchildren, and 
my son, Matthew who lives in West LA 
working for an IT company.

Throughout my living in Casta, I 
volunteered for Age Verification/

Nancy Cunningham

My name is Nancy Cunningham, and 
Don and I have lived at Casta del Sol 
since 2016. Moving to Casta brought 
a strong sense of community from 
our initial meeting with Evelyn, to 
members of the Welcome Committee 
coming by, to attending the welcome 
luncheon.

As a member of the Traffic Commit-
tee these past three years, I am aware 

Joseph Hachadoorian

My interest in being a member of the 
Casta del Sol board is simply because 
we are residents and would like to bring 
a voice to the board from a couple that 
enjoys living here. We have been in 
Mission Viejo for many years and are 
so pleased to have moved into CdS 
last year.

Listening and understanding are key 
characteristics in order to represent 

Continued on page 10

David R. Shostak, MBA, PMP

I bring to CdS 40 years of experi-
ence, 20 in Aerospace, and 20 from 
the Commercial Products world. I have 
acquired a vast range of Program Man-
agement skills and have a complete 
extensive toolbox of all the various 
business skills to run large and small 
teams. I have interacted and worked 
well with Senior Executive Manage-
ment and other vital departments. This 

Continued on page 10 Continued on page 10

Matt Loftus

I’ve lived in Mission Viejo for 27 
years and have been a homeowner in 
Casta del Sol since 2018.

I work for the California Department 
of Consumer Affairs and supervise 
seven investigators. I initiate and 
coordinate investigations into unfair, 
fraudulent, and deceptive business 
practices to ensure compliance with 
California laws. I bring criminal cases 
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 22 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 22

President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

It’s an interest-
ing fact that the Casta del Sol Drive 
Irrevocable Offer in June 1995 was 
accepted by the City of Mission Viejo 
at the request of the CdS Homeowners 
Association Board of Directors and 
Management. The road from CdS 
Gate 1 to Marguerite Parkway was the 
responsibility of our HOA for many 
years and included landscape mainte-
nance, asphalt repairs, water, power, 
taxes, etc., all of which were included 
in the HOA budget. However, thanks 
to actions by a past Board of Directors 
and the City of Mission Viejo, we are 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager

Eblasts
Due to COVID-19, 

our way of life has been impacted 
like never expected. That being said, 
it has been an opportunity to rally 
together, look out for each other and 
communicate in different methods. I 
am very grateful to the residents and 
staff for adjusting to the unprecedented 
pandemic. Thank you for following the 
health guidelines and your cooperation 
on the recreation center changes over 
the last year. At this time, it is unknown 
when we will get back to normal, but as 
the old adage goes this too shall pass 
and, hopefully, we will be stronger 
from it.

The community-updated Version 
10 of the Clubhouse Guidelines and 
of several amenities are available to 
residents. However, most are by reser-
vation only. Don’t hesitate to contact 
your on-site Powerstone team by email 
or phone if you need assistance.

Since news of COVID-19, your 
Casta del Sol Board and staff have 
sent out numerous eblasts. The eblasts 
are the most current information and 
our best method of communication 
for our residents. If you are not on 
the eblast list and would like to re-
ceive up-to-date HOA news, please 
call 949-455-4681 or email our rec-
reation director, Valerie Hanich, at 
vhanich@powerstonepm.com.

Going forward, it is unknown when 
any meetings will be held at the club-
house. However, as soon as we know, 
we will let you know by eblast. The 
Meet-the-Candidates Night and elec-
tion date are still scheduled to be held, 
but please bear with us as they may be 
done by teleconference.

Homeowner’s Insurance
A home is a big purchase; it is most 

likely one of your most valuable assets, 
so it goes without saying that you want 
to protect it. Homeowner’s insurance 
helps protect your investment. If a 
home is damaged or someone is in-
jured on your property, insurance helps 
owners with the financial consequences 
such as protection from loss caused by 
theft or natural disaster, and liability 
coverage which brings peace of mind.

No one can totally plan for the worst, 
but it is worth asking yourself, should a 
disaster strike, can I afford to rebuild? 
You can hope disaster never strikes, but 

residents, approximately 450 acres, 
10,000 trees, with landscape, facilities, 
finance, and other vendors, and a lot 
of volunteers. Over 200 volunteers 
help work on the committees to help 
manage, develop, create and maintain 
Casta del Sol. It takes a village, so 
please consider volunteering for the 
committees and the Board to serve our 
community.

Change
What a crazy year 2020 was with 

COVID-19, creating many new liv-
ing situations and restrictive in-home 
containment for months on end. Many 
of our Casta clubs and activities have 
been delayed since March 2020, but 
the 2021 summer looks promising for 
normalcy. Embracing change and en-
hancing your place in life is good for 
the heart and soul.

To improve is to change; to be perfect 
is to change often. Winston Churchill 

Challenge
Challenge yourself and challenge 

the norm. Challenge can be positive 
growth. Develop a mindset to challenge 
others, yourself and the community. 
Our community needs challenges 
from you to effect change. Be a leader 
and join a committee to serve your 
neighbors.

Challenge yourself; it’s the only 
path which leads to growth. Morgan 
Freeman

As always, please social-distance, 
wear a mask, and keep safe for yourself 
and others.

You may contact me and/or the Board 
at CDSBODMTGS@gmail.com.

If you’re not making mistakes, then 
you’re not doing anything. I’m positive 
that a doer makes mistakes. Coach John 
Wooden

there are no guarantees. Knowing your 
home is protected is worth the expense 
of homeowner’s insurance.

no longer responsible for that area. This 
action equates to 26 years of savings 
for our HOA.

Now that the City of Mission Viejo 
has purchased the golf course, it seems 
that the residents of Casta have had 
another stroke of good luck. For years 
the owners, American Golf, did little 
to keep the property in satisfactory 
condition. The city has big plans for 
the area and Casta residents will enjoy 
the benefits of a beautiful golf course 
and landscape.

I thought it might be appropriate to 
think about all of the dedicated people 
in the past, and those who currently 
volunteer their time, to make these 
important decisions on behalf of all 
residents.

949 Area Code Change
The Federal Communication 

Commission is adding new area 
codes.  In order to accommodate the 
new area codes, callers must now 
dial the complete 10-digit telephone 
number in certain areas. The area 
code 949 is included in the change. 
Beginning April 24, when you dial 
a 949 area code from a 949 phone 
number, you should dial 1-949 
before the number. This method of 
dialing within the 949 area code will 
become mandatory starting October 
24, 2021. If you have stored any 
949 phone numbers in your phone 
or other devices for speed dialing, 
you will need to change them to 
include 1-949.
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Board Meeting Highlights
April 15, 2021

•  The Board approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as 
presented. (See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved the final audit as prepared by Fitzgerald & Associates, Inc. for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 2020 and authorized mailing/emailing the 
2020 Audit Report and cover letter for Association members in accordance 
with Civil Code Section 5303.

•  Approved the creation, member review and correction of discrepancies of 
2021 Election Voter (eligibility) List, and authorized staff to make all Voter 
List corrections.

•  Approved PWLC1’s Option 1 bid proposal #CDS-21-8 REV 7 for Drought 
Recovery Projects at designated locations on Villena, Via Benavente, and 
Via Garfias for a net project cost not to exceed $67,247.

•  Approved the proposal from Christian Brothers Mechanical Services in 
the amount of $8,069 to replace the compressor in the HVAC system in 
Building D.

•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 
due to COVID-19, Version 10 to include adding availability of ceramics/
arts and crafts and billiards to include weekend time slots and staying in 
Stage 3.

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) for repairing 
the sewer lines at 28282 Via Herrera and 28296 Alava due to common area 
tree roots, replacing the affected pipe with new ABS pipe and fitting and 
installing new cleanouts for a total of $8,555.26.

•  Accepted the Greenbelt Committee’s Budget Reductions Action Plan 2021, 
including reducing the remaining quantity of trees to be pruned in 2021 by 
Great Scott Tree Service by 100 trees, bringing the remaining total for 2021 
down from 800 trees to 700 trees. Approved the Great Scott Tree Service 
Addendum for 700 trees for 2021.

•  Approved the Pilot Painting and Construction potential additional cost for 
two-tone painting of complete trim and stucco on the Carmel stucco homes 
at a not to exceed cost of $400 per home totaling $30,000 for a maximum 
of 75 Carmel stucco homes in 2021.

•  Accepted the resignation of Social Committee Chair Kathy Ransom. Board 
Member Shelly Lethiot will serve until a new chair is appointed.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported there are 37 delinquencies totaling 
$39,020.43, with three properties recommended to proceed toward filing 
liens.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported there were 256 
landscape maintenance requests received during March. On Via Torroba, a 
large branch from an Aleppo Pine tree fell, blocking the street. There was 
no damage to homes or property. The tree will be removed.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli reported that mailboxes 
are replaced, repainted, and refurbished whenever possible. Benches have 
been repaired and painted. The lighting at Rec Ctr 2 has been improved 
with LED lights.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that staff processed 23 new 
residents. The new Telephone Directories will be available soon. The website 
is still a work in progress. For help in getting on the site, contact Valerie.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held May 20, 
2021 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be held 
May 6, 2021 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair

**This is an abridged version of the March 2021 Treasurer’s Report. For 
the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out announcing the Board meeting.

March Treasurer’s Report
April 15, 2021

Total HOA Assets as of March 31, 2021 are $5,924,546.77, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of March 31 is $1,295,348.98. This balance includes 
$415,591.14 of cash, $677,007.84 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $200,000 invested in two CDs (interest rates .05-.10%). There were no 
CD transactions for the month.

Reserve Cash as of March 31 is $4,458,567.89. This balance includes 
$1,831,663.72 invested in a money market account, $2,600,000 invested in 
thirteen CDs (interest rates .05-2.60%). The following CD transactions hap-
pened during the month of March 2021:

•  A 24-month CD from Fulton Bank was redeemed for $200,000 with an 
interest rate of 2.60%.

•  A 12-month CD from Cathay Bank was purchased for $200,000 with an 
interest rate of 0.05%.

Capital Fund balance as of March 31 is $84,010.04. This fund increases $3,854 
per month by budgeting $2 per month, per residence, plus interest.  During 
the month of March, a copier was purchased for the Maintenance Department 
for $4,307.19. The approved Capital Fund for 2021 is $308,600, of which 
$224,589.96 is unfunded.

Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable as of March 31 is $55,369. This 
is a decrease of 9.65% from the prior month. In an effort to prepare for the 
possibility of future uncollectible debts, we are adjusting the bad debt reserve 
monthly and the reserves currently stands at $28,280.66. It should be noted that 
currently 51.08% of the outstanding receivables are past due, comprised of 80 
accounts. During the month of March, we recovered $6,864.69 of bad debt.

Income:
The budget overage is mainly the result of following:

• Collection/Legal Reimbursement is $3,305, which is an unbudgeted item.

• Interest – Reserve is $2,698.85, which is an unbudgeted item.

• Bad Debt Recovery is $9,000.54, which is an unbudgeted item.

General & Administrative:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of March 31 
with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Legal Costs – Collections is $1,295, of which $670.01 is over budget as a 
result of recent Accounts Receivable collection efforts.

•  Printing is $5,847.35, of which $2,043.35 is over budget as a result of print-
ing related to the recent mailing of the Rules and Architectural Standards & 
Guidelines.

•   Coupon Books/Statements is $2,381.85, of which $999.99 is over budget. 
This is the result of how the annual budget was allocated and will correct 
itself as we move through the year.

   Mileage/Meetings is $2,423.64, of which $443.64 is over budget as a result 
of mileage reimbursement to staff.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of March 31 
with the exception of the following account, which is over budget.

•   Tree Removal is $40,047.50, of which $26,275.50 is over budget. As we 
end the first quarter of 2021, this account has expended 40.05% of the annual 
budget of $100,000. At this rate of expenditure, we will exceed the annual 
budget unless measures are put in place to curtail all unnecessary spending.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as March 31, 
with the exception of the following account, which is over budget.

Continued on page 10
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

The follow projects were completed 
within the month of April:

Rec Ctr 2 - lamppost painting

Lawn bowling lampposts - cocoa

Tennis and paddle tennis court lamp-
posts - hunter green

New light pole placed in the Heritage 
Garden area

Projects in Process
The perimeter chain link fencing on 

Jeronimo between Gates 2 and 3 is 
scheduled to be completed by the first 
week of May.

CdS Annual Painting Project
The annual painting project is under-

way with Pilot Painting & Construc-
tion. The streets in process for April/
May are Alava, Borgona and Buena 
Vista.

Maintenance Responsibilities De-
fined:

Homeowners are responsible for re-

pairs per CC&Rs section 3.07 Exterior 
Maintenance and Repairs & 9.0.1 of 
the Architectural Rules & Guidelines: 
all dry rot, termite and exterior repairs 
must be made prior to painting of the 
dwelling at the owner’s expense. You 
can contact Pilot Painting & Construc-
tion at (714) 229-5900. There is a fee 
of $55 for wood repair inspection and 
estimate. Or you may choose another 
company to do the repairs.

Pending Projects: Asphalt - summer/
fall

For your convenience, the companies 
listed below have performed work 
within Casta del Sol:

• Pac West – (949) 583-2705

•  The Bald Brothers – Bob Stieber, 
(949) 463-0269

• Bill Newsom – (949) 315-9042

• Keystone Painting – Roberto, 
     (949) 372-8417

Note: Casta del Sol does not recom-
mend or endorse the above companies. 
However, these companies have per-
formed work for fellow residents, and 
should be able to provide you with 
references.

Ed Pedroncelli
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com

(949) 215-1955 (office)
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

April 2021
Brooks, James & Janice ...................27961 Calle Valdes ..... (949) 280-7758
 Mission Viejo, CA
Brown, Maxine ................................27806 Espinoza ........... (949) 945-4955
 Laguna Hills, CA
Chen, Jane ........................................28531 Pacheco ............ (323) 828-5888
 Rossmoor, CA
DeForest, Dan ..................................28042 Via Congora ..... (714) 362-7192
 Costa Mesa, CA
Kingston, Becky & George ..............28456 Pacheco ............ (949) 856-9827
 Newport Beach, CA
San Angelo, Donald .........................23392 Villena.............. (951) 265-6095
 Rancho Cucamonga, CA
Scoggin, James & Tammra ..............28342 Alava ................ (714) 421-1168
 Irvine, CA
Simony, Paul & Diana .....................27713 Calle Valdes ..... (714) 697-1666
 Aliso Viejo, CA
Unke, Timothy & Laura ...................27971 Calle Casal ....... (949) 294-4284
 Lake Forest, CA
Wilde, Craig & Mary .......................28452 Borgona............ (949) 309-0967
 Mission Viejo, CA

Directory change

Griffith, Lindsey ...............................27676 Via Turina ....................Unlisted
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Marci Smith
Continued from page 1

David Ankeny
Continued from page 1

Nancy Cunningham
Continued from page 1

Gates 3 and 4 and Camera 
Update
Continued from page 1

 

Report Mosquito Activity
Every year it is important to be aware of mosquito breeding areas. You should 

check around your home for standing water and remove it. Also, please report 
mosquito activity to the OC Vector Control at (949) 654-2412.

money to pay for the entire camera 
project at this time.

There are various reasons the Board 
made this decision, but their main 
reason is to eliminate manned hours at 
gates which brings a financial savings 
opportunity to the community for 2021 
and beyond. Installing cameras at all 
gates will provide the community eyes 
at each gate 24 hours a day. There have 
been numerous incidents at the gates, 
and cameras would provide numerous 
benefits.

The Board has authorized the afore-
mentioned, approved modifications and 
has submitted the proposed work to 
the city for their review and approval. 
The gate modification approval from 
the City of Mission Viejo could take 
several months. Following approval, 
the construction will take approximate-
ly six weeks for each gate. Both gates 
would be open during the construction, 
so resident-only access would not occur 
for at least four months. Additional 
notification to the membership will be 
provided by the Courier, eblast, the 
Casta website, and Board and Com-
mittee meetings. Although this will 
affect the access for your guests and 
vendors, they would be able to exit any 
gate at any time, but only receive entry 
at Gates 1 and 2.

all recent Board meetings, I believe I 
can make the most positive impact by 
being a member of the Board. I am di-
rect, straightforward, and explanatory 
in my process. I am against the recent 
Board decision to deny guest entry at 
Gates 3 and 4.

The majority of my career has been 
in the Business Brokerage Industry and 
Franchising. I’ve reviewed the financial 
statements of hundreds of businesses 
where I learned how to look not only at 
the numbers, but the real-life effect of 
those numbers on the business and the 
owners. As a licensed agent I success-
fully represented both the seller and 
the buyer in 89% of my transactions 
which requires a keen understanding 
of fiduciary duties and the utmost in-
tegrity. During my years working at the 
Franchisor of a nationwide company, 
I learned the importance of being con-
sistent and treating all people equally. 
Contract negotiations, legal document 
editing, and the ability to communicate 
effectively are just a few of the skills I 
will bring to Board of Directors. 

I believe strongly in transparency and 
ethical fair dealings. Respect, honor, 
courage and grace are my guiding 
words to live by. Hundreds of clients 
have written testimonials regarding my 
professionalism and success. I hope 
to be a positive member of the Board, 
one who is in touch with the wants and 
desires of our community.

Transponders team for  four years, and 
I have been active with Baby Boomers, 
and Courier stuffing. Since August 
2018, I have served as Board director 
and liaison for Greenbelt, Traffic, and 
Social Committees. I have served as 
Vice President of the HOA Board 
2020-2021, and current President since 
March 2021. I created and chaired the 
first successful joint committee meet-
ings with Greenbelt and Facilities, as 
well as Traffic and Facilities commit-
tees.

My work experience includes work-
ing for Fortune 500 companies: John-
son & Johnson Health Care for 6 years 
and Mars, Inc. for 34 years. I worked 
key positions in Sales, Sales Training, 
Management, Marketing, and Special 
Projects with the entire portfolio of 
Mars Brands – Chocolate, Ice Cream, 
Rice, and Pet Food.

I have a BA in Sociology with a minor 
in mathematics from CSU Long Beach 
and served in the US Army reserve, 
E-5, from 1970-1976.

My goal for the Casta community is 
continuous improvement of our beau-
tiful landscape and Association build-
ings, and to provide an enjoyable senior 
living environment while maintaining 
reasonable costs, homeowner fees, and 
improving property values.

“If you are not making mistakes, then 
you are not doing anything. I’m positive 
that a doer makes mistakes.” Coach 
John Wooden

Thank you for your VOTE!

of the issues our community faces, the 
importance of having a strong BoD, 
and making sound decisions. I am 
mindful of the many sides to issues 
and understand the need to listen to 
the comments of others as evidenced in 
my professional experience in contract 
management, software pre-sales, and 
parish administration. My education 
includes a BA in Human Services and 
a Masters in Pastoral Theology. These 
degrees provided core values for deci-
sion making, listening, ethics, pastoral 
care, cultural differences, and adminis-
tration. As Director of Contracts for an 
OC aerospace company, I managed $20 
million contracts and supervised a large 
staff. As a Pre-Sales Consultant with a 
Southern California software company, 
I coordinated activities with the Naval 
Shipyards in California and Florida 
and demonstrated a manufacturing 
software package to the military and 
large companies. As Pastoral Associate 
at an OC parish, I supervised staff, 120 
volunteers, oversaw a church remodel 
at $3 million, and developed parish 
wide reports.

During these tough times with the 
pandemic, the BoD has taken on the 
added responsibility of staying current 
with health requirements and ensuring 
the safety of residents. BoD and com-
mittee meetings have been held via 
Zoom and phone, providing residents 
the opportunity to share ideas and 
concerns. As a BoD member, I would 
encourage members and HOA staff to 
maintain this ability to ensure partici-
pation. Let’s continue the priority of 
keeping residents informed through the 
Courier, virtual meetings, and eblasts. 
I would appreciate your vote!

 

Your personal directions are the best directions for your guests to find 
your home. The Dwelling Live system requires residents to log in at 
dwellingliveresidents.com and enter the directions manually. If you 
need help logging into Dwelling Live, please call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 
(949) 455-4681 for assistance.

Directions Needed for Guest Passes

 

The Senior Meals on Wheels Program will continue to operate at the 
Norman P. Murray Center as a drive-thru. They are accepting new clients. 
The meals will be provided in the form of grab-and-go lunches for adults 60 
years and older. Operating times are from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday-Friday. 
No pre-registration is required. Call (949) 470-3063 to register.

Meals on Wheels
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Joseph Hachadoorian
Continued from page 1

David R. Shostak, MBA, 
PMP
Continued from page 1

Matt Loftus
Continued from page 1

March Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

others, both of which I can bring to the 
membership. Having many years in se-
nior management in the manufacturing 
industry has given me the chance to 
appreciate the responsibility that goes 
with leadership and accomplishment. 
Recognizing priorities and “getting 
the job done” should be top of the list. 
Defining a problem or an issue is prob-
ably half the battle toward solutions. A 
calm, steady hand and not getting easily 
rattled are additional personal traits that 
I can offer, along with the nature of my 
career’s work detailed in my resume.

Here are a few pertinent points:

• Of 44 years in the metals manu-
facturing industry, 37 years are senior 
management

• Hiring/firing, employee reviews, 
plant and facility management

• Engineering, manufacturing plan-
ning, supply chain & procurement

• Contract negotiations, customer 
relations, technical troubleshooting

• Testified in trial at the U.S. Federal 
Trade Commission in Washington, 
D.C.

Thank you for the consideration to be 
a candidate for the Board.

experience will become part of CdS. I 
am a Servant Leader who is excited to 
join the Board of Directors and want 
to be of service to the CdS community.

I attended the resident meeting we 
had by Recreational Center 2 and heard 
your concerns. I have the energy and 
would like the chance to address them.

My communication skills are at a 
top-notch professional level as I teach 
Communication skills for the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology (Caltech.) 
There is a need in CdS to be transparent 
on why we do what we do and com-
municate this to the residents. I would 
start a monthly newsletter explaining 
the actions behind the scenes.

I am one of the fathers of GPS Ve-
hicle Navigation. I needed to strategi-
cally think-out and organize a strategic 
plan for Magellan Corporation to start 
from scratch and have a GPS Vehicle 
Navigation product ready for Best Buy, 
Costco, etc. I led a core team of 55 
people for this GPS project. We were 
selected as one of Oprah Winfrey’s 
Favorite Things for 2004.

I attended Senior Executive Manage-
ment meetings, provided the status, and 
received their feedback, keeping them 
up to date on the project’s status as I 
would do for CdS residents. There is a 
need to watch our budget expenditures 
and to prevent the monthly fees from 
increasing. I am a budget-conscious 
person. I have published a book called 
Project Management in the Real World.

to District Attorneys and I file Civil and 
Administrative cases with the Office of 
the Attorney General. I remain an ac-
tive volunteer in Mission Viejo AYSO 
youth soccer as a mentor and a referee.

When elected to the Casta Board of 
Directors, I look forward to being an 
active force for Casta homeowners and 
all residents. I am a person who seeks 
solutions through teamwork. I believe 
in being proactive with issues rather 
than being in a reactive position. Pro-
active is much less costly than trying 
to catch up to a solution. I am a strong 
believer in SKA: Skills, Knowledge, 
and Ability.

Going forward for Casta, we must en-
sure all our vendor contracts from man-
agement company to janitors are at the 
highest level of service with the least 
fiscal impact on our homeowners. We 
deserve companies who can demon-
strate skill, knowledge, and results in 
their specialty areas in a cost-effective 
manner for homeowners. We also have 
to ensure that HOA staffing is based on 
a demonstrated need and responsible to 
homeowners.

I fully appreciate the opportunity to 
fill an open position on our Board and 
look forward to joining other home-
owners in these volunteer positions. 
As a member of Casta’s Board, I will 
always bear in mind that my primary 
responsibility is to all our homeowners, 
and meeting the needs of our HOA with 
the utmost fiscal conservatism and ex-
cellence in service. I would appreciate 
your vote in June. Thank you everyone.•  Salaries/Related – Custodial is $38,338.94, of which $830.94 is over budget 

as of March 31.

Repairs & Maintenance:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of March 31, 
with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget.

•  Pest Control-Wasp/Bees/Swallows is $2,330, of which $1,955 is over budget 
as a result of increased bee removal. Currently this account is 155.33% of 
the annual budget of $1,500. There is little we can do to mitigate expenses 
in this category. During spring we could expect this amount to increase.

•  Street & Sidewalk Repair is $4,534, of which $1,151 is over budget. This 
is a result of unexpected concrete work that was done on Enriquez.

•  Salaries/Related – Maintenance is $33,872.04, of which $2,756.04 is over 
budget. Currently we are at 25.09% of the annual budget, which is where we 
would expect to be with the ending of the first quarter.

Traffic Control:
The majority of accounts in this category are at or below budget as of March 
31, with the exception of the following account, which is over budget.

•  Gate Computer Maintenance/Supplies is $2,530.14, of which $1,271.14 is 
over budget as the result of the replacement of a visitor pass wireless reader/
scanner in February of 2021.

Utilities:
The following accounts in this category are over budget as of March 31.

•  Water is $108,143.10, of which $1,127.10 is over budget as the result of 
increased water usage related to irrigation.

•  Gas is $18,603.66, of which $3,531.66 is over budget primarily related to 
heating the pools.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $101,011.59, of which $43,011.60 is over 
budget as a result of an unexpected price increase from Waste Management.

Treasurer’s Comments:
With the close of March, we find ourselves with a surplus of $232,240.42, 

which will quickly be eaten away by the unexpected increase from Waste 
Management and another unexpected increase form Santa Margarita Water 
District which could add as much as $300,000 in unbudgeted expenses to our 
bottom line. At the same time, we anticipate that irrigation water usage will 
increase as we move into the warmer, hotter months ahead. During the month 
of March, the audit was approved and all of the related entries have now been 
posted to the current year’s financial statements.

The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of March 31, 2021 
are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the Board’s 
review and acceptance. Once accepted by the Board these reports will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

Courier Committee:
We Need You
By April Wilsey

Every second Wednesday of the 
month at 9:30 a.m. the Courier Com-
mittee meets on Zoom to discuss the 
previous month’s issue, review the 
information for the next month’s issue, 
and make sure there are writers and 
photographers for future issues. Once 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, we 
will meet again in the Garden Room.

In addition to our chairperson, we 
have positions of assistant chair, 
section editors, proofreaders, writers, 
photographers, columnists, and a sec-
retary. The only person who is paid by 
our HOA is our editor-in-chief, who is 
not a resident.

You will be happy to know that Casta 
del Sol does not pay anything to have 
the paper published since our publish-
er is paid through the advertisements 
that are placed in the Courier. In ad-
dition, each month the publisher also 
delivers the Courier to our driveways, 
and every year updates and prints our 
telephone directory. Both services are 
free of charge to our community.

As with most committees and clubs, 
you will find that there are people who 
love to help. However, we also find 
that, on occasion, people need to leave 
our committee for various reasons. So, 

Continued on page 22
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Greenbelt
Updates for previously approved 

projects include the good news that 
the Hierro/Machado slope renovation 
project is under way and the replace-
ment tree planting project has been 
completed. Every year, Casta del Sol 
loses a significant number of trees (in 
the hundreds). Replacement trees usu-
ally cannot be planted at the same site 
so other locations must be identified. 
Most of the lost trees are mature; their 
replacements are not. The new trees 
are 15-gallon in size. The committee 
selects the kind of trees to be planted 
from its approved tree lists.

In other news, the significant budget 
shortfall facing the Association will 
have a serious impact on the landscape 
budget. Belt-tightening is a painful 
process, but there seems to be no way 
around it. The landscape maintenance 

Continued on page 14

Facilities
 If you know of a place where a bench 

is needed, the Facilities Committee is 
the place to make your request. The 
committee has a project group dedi-
cated to the benches in our community; 
we have a list of bench locations and 
colors. We will be placing eight new 
benches soon and have preliminary 
locations for five. It isn’t a matter of 
just picking a spot and placing a bench; 
we need to consider the area under 
the bench, the need for a slab, and the 
location of the sprinklers in the area.

The light poles on the sports courts 
and around the lawn bowling green 
have been painted. It is amazing the 
difference a little freshening up makes! 

Budget and Finance
The Board of Directors approved the 

2020 Audited Financial Statements in 
April. If you have not received your 
copy by email or mail, please contact 
the Administration Office.

The Budget and Finance Commit-
tee (B&F) has been working with 
the Board and management to seek 
solutions to the 2021 deficit due to 
unexpected increases of approximately 
$200,000 from Waste Management and 
$80,000 from Santa Margarita Water 
District. Based on proposed budget re-
ductions from the Board, from various 
committees (mostly Greenbelt), and 
from Powerstone, the deficit for this 
year has been resolved.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. We meet regularly 
on the third Monday of each month at 1 

Architectural
As our Casta del Sol blooms into 

May, the Architectural Committee is 
continuing our walk around the houses 
being painted. We are a fresh set of 
eyes as you prepare your house to be 
painted. Although our focus right now 
is on those houses being painted, many 
of the items we are looking at are things 
all homeowners should be looking at 
regardless of being on this year’s paint 
schedule. Listed below are some of the 
things we look at as we do those visual 
inspections.

Foundation areas: they need to be 
free of clutter, tiles, bricks, pavers; 
wood and scrap of any kind must be 
removed; all empty pots need to be 
freshly planted or removed.

Wood damage: we are not the ex-
perts on wood damage or its cause, 
but we look at trim, facia, beams, plant 
shelves, shutters, patio covers and 
wood gates for signs of wood damage 
that must be repaired prior to painting.

Awnings and hardscape: awnings 
need to be clean, not faded, torn or 
sagging; brick or stone planters need 
to be solid.

Gates: flaking or peeling paint and 
rust must be corrected prior to painting.

Painting your home is a perfect time 
to freshen up. Repair or replace that ag-
ing patio cover, replace that old wooden 
gate, pop some new color in those 
empty pots, spruce up those awnings 
and shutters with a fresh trim color. Be 
a part of Casta Beautiful.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-3956

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Election
As of March 31, we have six candi-

dates who have submitted applications 
and resumes to fill three open Director 
positions in the June 24 election. Their 
pictures and resumes start on the front 
page of this May Courier. Their order 
of printing and how they will be listed 
on the June ballot was determined by 
random drawing. We took applications 
until April 16 so we may have more 
than six on the final ballot. You can find 
additional information in the General 
Notice of Election and Voting Informa-
tion that has been posted, as noted in 
the April Courier.

Since we have more candidates than 
open positions, we are planning to 
hold some type of Meet the Candidates 
event. If the COVID-19 restrictions 
have been lifted, we will hold an eve-
ning session on Thursday, May 27 at 
7 p.m. in the Vista Room. If we cannot 
have a public session, we will hold a 
Zoom Q & A session as we did last 
year. We will send eblasts and post 
meeting notice reminders throughout 
May.

The final Ballot and Notice of An-
nual Meeting will be approved by the 
Board at their May 6 workshop. The 
candidates will be introduced in some 
fashion at the regular board meeting 
on May 20. The Ballot and Election 
Notice will be mailed no later than May 
21 to all Owners of Record as of May 5.

Please vote!
Bill Burfeind, Chair, (949) 305-4260

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

p.m. via Zoom. Our May meeting will 
be held on Monday, May 17.

Lisa Shoemake, Chair,
(949) 305-6336

Randy Thompson, Liaison

The entire Rec Ctr 2 is looking better 
due to the new lighting and the Green-
belt Committee’s work in the parking 
lot. There is still more to come as the 
asphalt walking path surrounding Rec 
Ctr 2 is slated to have work done as part 
of the late summer/fall asphalt project.

The 2021 painting project is un-
derway; 256 homes will get a clean 
new look. If your house is one of 
those to be painted, please be sure the 
area surrounding it is clear and clean 
for the painters and that any needed 
wood repairs are completed prior to 
the scheduled work. Please join our 
Zoom meetings at 9 a.m. on the fourth 
Thursday of each month.

Marci Smith, Chair, (949) 394-9237
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison
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  2 p.m. Election
                       Committee
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - May 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance 10 a.m. Welcome

  3

10 a.m. Library 10 a.m. Social

  4

  1 p.m. Architectural

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 

  9:30 a.m. Courier  9 a.m. Reserve

  9 a.m. Traffic

  2

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

 22

 23

 30

  9

 16

 14Mother’s Day

Memorial Day

May
2021

  9 a.m. Greenbelt 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                            Meeting

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
(949) 455-4681

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

  5    6   8   7

   1

 26 25 24

 31

 28 27

  9 a.m. Facilities
  7 p.m. Meet the
             Candidates Night

 29
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Spring in the Heritage Garden
Photos by Jeff McCoy

Hidden Treasures in the Garden
Article and photos by Bear C.A. Sanchez

As a new resident of Casta del Sol, 
I enjoy my morning walks in the 

beautifully cultivated Heritage Garden. 
The warm and inviting entrance makes 
me smile each morning as I pass by 
the same golden boulder and carefully 
make my way through the cactus path. 
My go to rest area is the calming Zen 
Garden. And I always pass through the 
bright and uplifting Butterfly Garden.

My children are now older and 
Easter baskets and colored eggs are 

sadly a thing of the past. 
I thought Easter had 
passed me by. Or had it?

On Easter Monday, I 
received a beautiful sur-
prise as I walked through 
the garden. As I enjoyed 
the bloom of every flow-
er and the shade of ev-
ery tree, I noticed hand 
designed eggs with nat-
ural flow-
er petals 

pressed and affixed onto 
the shells. These eggs 
were scattered through-
out my path as if the Eas-
ter Bunny were guiding 
me through my very own 
Easter egg hunt. This re-
sulted in a much-needed 
smile on my face, and 
my usual walk became a 
game of Find the Hidden 
Eggs. The best part, the 

very best part, was when 
I found a sparkly tiny 
basket with one little egg 
inside. Attached to the 
basket was a handwritten 
note that said, “Happy Easter. Please 
take me.” So, I did.

Today, that little egg sits in my gar-
den as a reminder that the little boy 
who loves a good egg hunt still lives 
within me. Thank you, Easter Bunny, 

for bringing back the fond memories 
of my childhood.
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Greenbelt
Continued from page 11
contract will continue in full force but 
work outside of the contract will be 
decreased. This includes planting of 
shrubs, ground cover and trees. The 
committee will have tough decisions 
to make, and we ask for your patience 
and understanding as we strive to keep 
Casta beautiful despite diminished 
funding.

We also ask for your help in keeping 
an eye out for sprinkler problems. 
If you observe broken heads, excess 
water or overspray that runs off onto 
sidewalks or into gutters, please notify 
PWLC 1 by calling (949) 583-2705.

The Greenbelt Committee meets via 
Zoom on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, (949) 458-1034
Ricardo Gonzales, Board Liaison

Library
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
Before She Disappeared, Lisa Gardner

Between Two Kingdoms,
 Suleika Jaouad

Faithless in Death, J. D. Robb

Hamnet, Maggie O’Farrell

Perestroika in Paris, Jane Smiley

Serpentine, Jonathan Kellerman

The Four Winds, Kristen Hannah

The Last Apothecary, Sarah Penner

The Midnight Library, Matt Haig

The Order, Daniel Silva

The Paris Library,
 Janet Skeslien Charles

The Sanatorium, Sarah Pearse

Win, Harlan Coben

Large Print:
A Good Day for a Massacre,
 Wm. Johnstone & J.A. Johnstone

Dark Sky, C. J. Box

Double Jeopardy, Stuart Woods

Hot to Trot,
 M.C. Beaton & R. W. Green

Leopard’s Rage, Christine Feehan

Meant to Be, Jude Deveraux

Surviving Savannah, Patti Callahan

The Last Apothecary, Sarah Penner

This Wandering Heart, Janine Rosche

We Begin at the End, Chris Whitaker

Reserve Study
The Reserve Committee has begun 

the tedious process of reviewing the 
detailed financial requirements for 

Traffic
Special thanks to residents who 

joined the Traffic Committee meeting 
in April. Having meetings via Zoom 
has been invaluable in getting resident 
input.

Residents also contact us by email, 
text and phone. Your concerns and is-
sues speak of the care you have for the 
Casta del Sol community. Items from 
residents include vehicles flagrantly 
running stop signs, speeding, tailgat-
ing at gates and while driving, parking 
illegally, failure to scan guest passes, 
vehicles entering through exit lanes, 
and much more.

the individual items in the 200-or-so 
line items in the Reserve listing. Some 
items will require cost estimates that 
can take many days to receive. Our goal 
in this initial phase is to determine if the 
listed dollar amounts are necessary, or 
should they be delayed. Also, are the 
dollar amounts realistic, either too high 
or too low? Whatever change is needed, 
do we have the proper evidence that 
is necessary for making the change? 
The Reserve Committee will also be 
looking for areas of cost reduction to 
support any potential budget reduction.

Bill Swift, Chair, (714) 815-3631
Randy Thompson, Liaison

The speed limit is 25-mph. Citations 
issued for speeding have gone as high 
as 49-mph. Slow down! Help keep all 
who live in or visit Casta safe. Stop at 
appropriate locations. Rolling stops 
are not allowed. The responsibility lies 
with the residents to make sure your 
guests and vendors follow the vehicle 
requirements. Citations are issued to 
residents, not to your guests or vendors.

During the April committee meeting, 
items discussed included cameras at all 
gates, replacing fading stop signs, spike 
strips at Gates 2 and 4, securing pedes-
trian and exit gates, speeding on Calle 
Valdes at the curve by the maintenance 
yard, and guests and vendors entering 
through the exit lane at Gate 2.

Calling all residents: please get in-
volved. Meetings are held on the first 
Monday of the month at 9 a.m. via 
Zoom. Access information and a copy 
of the agenda will be sent via eblast. 
Contact Nancy or Fred if you have any 
concerns or questions.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
(949) 350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair,
(949) 367-6671

Shelly Lethiot, Liaison
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Travel
Even with the possibility of Califor-

nia opening by June 15, we will have 
to play it by ear. I’m not sure anyone 
will feel secure enough to travel via 
bus. I’ve said before, “No promises.” 
As you know, our trip planning is a 
long process and we have not had any 
meetings for over a year. So far, no 
meetings are planned.

I mentioned last month that I’m still 
concerned about booking day trips via 

Welcome
Welcome to all newcomers to the 

community. If you have not yet heard 
from a member of the Welcome Com-
mittee, we would like to hear from you. 
We have a packet of information about 
the facilities and many programs that 
are here, as well as some information 
about local resources.

Under normal circumstances, mem-
bers of the Welcome Committee 
would be arranging home visits with 
newcomers to Casta del Sol. With that 

bus because we may not get the num-
bers we need. I guess time will tell. 
I’m feeling a bit more secure, but we 
still must remain cautious. Wear those 
masks and sanitize. The Travel Team 
and I hope you all stay safe and healthy. 
Thank you all again for your patience.

Bari Russell, Chair, (949) 837-1847
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

not possible for now, our members are 
contacting newcomers to let them know 
that the information can be delivered 
to their front door. Outdoor visits with 
masks and social distancing can also be 
arranged if mutually agreeable. Expect 
a call from one of our friendly mem-
bers, and in the meantime, welcome to 
Casta once again.

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Got an Opinion?
By Kip Isbell

In response to this question of having 
opinions, of course, everyone does. Is 
it printable in the Casta Courier? It 
depends. Is your opinion thoughtfully 
and precisely presented in order to stir 
a positive dialog that leads to changes 
that benefit residents, or is it meant 
to provoke with no useful solution 
afforded?

Results from our recent Courier 
Survey produced several questions/
statements about the lack of an opin-
ion/complaint/sound off section in the 
newsletter. The Opinion section has 
been available in the Courier for over 
a decade and replaced Letters to the 
Editor. However, this section is infre-
quently used unless there is a major 
issue affecting all residents circulating 
throughout the community. Guidelines 
for submitting your opinion are listed 
in the Casta del Sol Homeowners Tele-
phone Directory in the Casta Courier 

section. The condensed version:

• What is allowed? It must pertain 
to matters associated with Casta, max-
imum 200 words, only one letter per 
Courier issue and your name in the 
byline.

• What is not allowed? No errone-
ous or potentially erroneous statements 
presented as facts which will likely 
result in reader deception, libelous 
statements or identify a person for 
embarrassment.

Your submitted opinion letter will be 
edited by the Opinion Editor for spell-
ing/punctuation and clarity with the 
approval of the author. The Board liai-
son will determine its appropriateness 
for publication. The published opinion 
may include an attached statement by 
the Courier staff or Board.

The Casta Courier is a publication 
of the Board of Directors and its entire 
content is governed by Board approv-
al. There is no unedited or non-Board 
approved section.
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Continued on page 17

Baby Boomers
The Baby Boomers are awaiting 

word of opening the club houses for 
activities. With enough notice, we will 
be ready for a welcome back celebra-
tion for previous and new members and 
other residents. All ages are welcome, 
not just Baby Boomers. We typically 
hold the parties on the first Saturday 
of the month.

Baby Boomers are famous for excep-
tional parties with live music, plentiful 
dancing, and delicious food. We enjoy 
offering a different theme each month 
which is reflected in our flyers, décor, 
cuisine, and attire. If you are interested 
in scrumptious food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, you 
will enjoy our parties. For those who 
love dancing, our bands play a range 
of music to suit different tastes.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at (949) 305-4705.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, (949) 633-4803.

Kay Reed, dentist2cali@gmail.com, 
(949) 354-1460

Billiards
Big change since last month! Next 

time you see a board member, say 
thank you for removing restrictions on 
weekend play. The most important of 
which, as we all know, is access to the 
Billiards Room.

If you want to play but forgot to make 
a reservation the day before on Dwell-
ingLive, you can stop by the check-in 
desk any time. If there is an open spot, 
you can play without a prior reserva-
tion. Remember that you still need to 
follow all the COVID-19 precautions. 

Bridge
All the bridge groups and card clubs 

at CdS are still prevented from playing 
by the state and HOA mandates related 
to COVID-19. Things are getting better 
now that many people have been vacci-
nated. It is hoped that these restrictions 
can be lifted soon, so we can meet and 
play with our regular bridge families in 
the Fiesta Room.

Some folks are playing cards in pri-
vate homes; some have been playing 
bridge on their computers and iPads 
over the internet. A site that is free to 
join is www.bridgebase.com. It is free 
to register and setup a username/pass-
word. You can practice solo any time, 
or with strangers or friends. It’s very 
interesting playing with and against 
Europeans, Australians, and other in-
ternationals. People are mostly polite, 
of course; some are chatty and some are 
not. I choose Casual, then, Take me to 
the first seat available.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net, 
(805) 456-9266

Canine Companions
I’d like to share: A Canine’s Point 

of View.

My life is likely to last 10 to 15 years. 
Any separation from you will be pain-
ful for me. Remember that before you 
get me.

Don’t be angry with me for long, 
and don’t lock me up for punishment. 
You have your work, entertainment, 
and friends. I only have you. Talk to 
me. Even if I don’t understand your 
words, I understand your voice. I will 
never forget how you treat me. Please 
don’t hit me.

Before you scold me, ask yourself 
if something might be bothering me. 
Perhaps I’m not getting the right foods 
or I’ve been in the sun too long, or I’m 
getting old and weak.

Take care of me when I am old. You 
too will grow old.

Go with me on difficult journeys. 

There’s finally a light at the end of the 
tunnel and this time, we can be pretty 
sure it’s not a train’s headlight.

Please follow the guidelines so we 
can be done with these rules soon. I, for 
one, can hardly wait to arrange for more 
professional demonstrations, get some 
tournaments organized, and just enjoy 
all Casta’s recreational opportunities 
again. Have fun, play safely.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net, 

(949) 367-6671
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Democratic
The Democrat group of Casta del Sol 

has been staying active through Zoom, 
although we look forward to in-person 
meetings. At our March meeting, Joe 
McFaul, a retired attorney, gave us an 
excellent interpretation of some current 
issues. We will next meet on Zoom on 
the fourth Thursday, June 24 at 4 p.m. 
If there is a newsworthy event, activity, 
piece of legislation, etc. to share, please 
let us know so we will highlight it. We 
plan to have a key speaker each month, 
as well as allowing all participants to 
share stories, nearby events, favorite 
blogs, and ideas.

Maria Gomez-Greenberg and Mar-
lene Zuvich are leading this group 
with lots of support. If you have not 
received any emails and would like to 
add your name to the email list, please 
email marialucgom@gmail.com. We 
will send a reminder and link for each 
meeting.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Canine Companions
Continued from page 16

Heritage Garden
If this was a normal calendar year, 

there would be just two more Heritage 
Garden Club meetings left for this year 
before the summer break. If and when 
the meetings ban is lifted, all club mem-
bers will be notified via normal email 
or Casta’s eblast.

Meanwhile, our club volunteers have 
been grooming the garden to show the 
spring season magnificence. All the 
California Redbuds are in full bloom, 
the California Golden Poppies are 
everywhere and the beautiful birds are 
abundant. Please come down and walk 
in the Heritage Garden while every-
thing is fresh and blooming, and before 
the early summer heat is upon us.

The summer months ahead are again 
forecast to be very hot and dry, putting 
our drought tolerant plants to a real test. 
Anyone outside of our club member-
ship that would be willing to help with 
watering during the summer months, 
even just one morning a week, will be 
most welcome. Please speak with any 

Las Damas
The Orange County move to the 

COVID-19 Orange Tier came as a shot 
in the arm (no pun intended) to our 
Casta del Sol community. This month 

Crafts for Charity
We’d like to try meeting in small 

groups starting in the month of May 
and continuing until the clubhouses 
are reopened. Any club member who 
wishes to participate must be fully 
vaccinated.

We’ll have a seating of six members 
on the 1st Wednesday of the month 
(May 5) from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 
another seating of six members on the 
3rd Wednesday of the month (May 19) 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

The meeting will take place at Jes-
sica’s home. For details and signup, 
call her. Seating will be first-come, 
first-served. Then your name will be 
placed on a waiting list. Preference for 
the second date will be given to anyone 
who hasn’t participated yet that month.

Members are welcome to bring a 
brown bag lunch, if they wish to stay 
and socialize after the meeting ends.

Jessica Hollowell,
jessholl@yahoo.com, (310 )480-9093

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in April.

•  CRIBBAGE: a test of my skill ver-
sus your luck.

•  If you’re too busy for Cribbage, 
you’re too busy.

•  Winning isn’t everything. At least 
that’s what I tell the losers.

•  Who needs therapy, when I have 
Cribbage?

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 

Ceramics
We can all agree that this past year 

has been a long hard road. However, 
things are looking up! The Ceramics 
Club is gearing up and preparing the 
studio for better times ahead.

New memberships are still on hold 
until social distancing is no longer 
required and we can, once again, im-
plement our new member orientation 
program. We look forward to current 
members returning to the studio and to 
welcoming new members in the future.

Darrelyn Wood, dwsjc@cox.net, 
(949) 939-7104

Never say, “I can’t bear to watch.” 
Everything is easier when you are with 
me. Remember - I LOVE YOU!

Linda Brockmiller,
lindabrock@cox.net, (949) 412-1083

in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
How many will remember how to play?

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at (949) 916-5387, or Joan Davis 
at (949) 768-6650.

Wayne Block,
wmblock@earthlink.net,

(949) 916-5387

of our volunteer member workers you 
see in the garden about volunteering.

Susan Delozier,
susanld831@gmail.com,

(949) 768-5415

Continued on page 18

of May represents, hopefully, the home 
stretch until our club activities will 
begin to resume.

The Las Damas Club meets from 
September through June, supporting 
our local philanthropies including 
Laura’s House, Working Wardrobes, 
Military Families at Camp Pendleton, 
annual food collections, and impromp-
tu support as needs in the community 
arise.
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Las Damas
Continued from page 17

The Las Damas officers and commit-
tee chairs have remained in touch with 
affected local charities and vendors, 
so that we will be able to resume our 
delightful monthly luncheons and en-
tertainment in the Vista Room as soon 
as it is reopened. Continue to refer to 
the Casta Courier for updates.

Pat Crowley, Patc624@yahoo.com, 
(949) 305-0582

Variety
As we are inching closer to amenities 

opening up, the Casta del Sol Variety 
Club is hoping to be able to have a 
live performance sometime in 2021 
– perhaps in time for the December 
holidays. Until that time, look for an-
nouncements about virtual productions 
and other related activities. Anyone 
who is not currently a member of the 
Variety Club who may be interested 
in participating in the next live perfor-
mance, please contact Barb Turino at 
(951) 858-7350.

All of our members enjoy perfor-
mance arts. Some members love to 
perform – acting, singing, dancing, 
skits, comedy, playing instruments, etc. 
Other members support the on-stage 
talent by being in the stage crew, or 
helping with décor, refreshments, an-
nouncements, ticket sales, etc. When 
we resume, we encourage newcomers 
to join us and have tons of fun.

Debra Friedman,
debrafriedman0@gmail.com,

(949) 230-7195

Military Veterans
The CdS Military Veterans Club has 

decided to dispense with the Zoom 
meetings and revert to in-person regu-
lar meetings. With a continued relaxing 
of COVID-19 restrictions, more op-
tions are open to the club. Club mem-
bers and widows are being emailed the 
time and place of our meetings on the 
fourth Monday of each month, with the 
next one on May 24.

If you are a veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact me 
for a friendly chat. If you would like to 
be notified of our meetings as a guest, I 
will email you a time and place, upon 
request, when known.

Our next meeting will be Monday, 
May 24 at a time and place to be de-
termined ASAP.

Kip Isbell, kipisbell@live.com,
(949) 922-2530

Pinochle
There was NO Pinochle in April. 

When play resumes, it will be Friday 
nights in the Heritage Room from 6:30 
to approximately 9 p.m.

I need more Pinochle humor. If you 
have any funnies, please send them to 
me at wmblock@earthlink.net.

• Misdeal! Somebody has my hand.

• Eat! Pray! Pinochle!

•  Pinochle. Because therapy is expen-
sive.

•  Never say it’s just a game to Pi-
nochle players!

Wayne Block,
wmblock@earthlink.net,

(949) 916-5387

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join our 
Social Singles group. Membership is 
free. Our regular Social Singles group 
activities (1st Thursday games and so-
cializing, and 3rd Thursday luncheons) 
are still on hold until we get clearance 

from CdS and see how things develop 
with the COVID-19 variants and all. 

We may be doing small group get-to-
gethers weekly at Rec Ctr 2 and out-
door dining at local restaurants for 
a limited number of people. To find 
out more about these activities, please 
watch for emails from John Consoli 
and Fran Morgan. To join the group 
and get on our email list, or for more 
information, please contact Mary Carl-
son (marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson,
marycarlson28@gmail.com,

(949) 380-0744

Vegetable Garden
April showers (ok March) bring May 

flowers, or in our case, weeds! Many 
gardeners have spent a lot of time 
weeding and getting so many beauti-
ful Spring crops in, so the garden is 
looking great!

 If any members want to join the 
help committee or need help due to 
temporary illness, please call Camille 
Giamara at (949) 439-2044. We are 
still following the HOA guidelines on 
distancing and wearing masks and, 
unfortunately, cannot open to friends 
or family yet. Hopefully, soon, though. 
As of this writing, the garden is 100% 
full and we have 12 residents currently 
waiting for a lot.

Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin, jpmobid@gmail.com, 

(714) 969-9666
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Water Exercise
Well, the rules got broken last month 

when a mother duck and her ducklings 
decided to join us in Pool 2! Way over 
our limit of eight residents permitted. 
Mama Duck could get out, but the 
babies needed help, so the scramble be-
gan. First, a whole handful were helped 
out, and then the real fun started. Duck-
lings are really good swimmers. Two 
ran over to the spa and dove in again. 
One of our exercise ladies, Joan Haase, 
braved the icy waters to rescue them 
once more. Quite a fun day!

Join us by signing up in the office 
for our morning workouts, Monday 
through Friday at 8:45 a.m. We had 
hoped to be back in Pool 1 by now, but 
are still in the pool at Rec Ctr 2. The 
switch has got to happen sometime and 
we only hope it is soon.

Nan Rednall,
nrednall@sbcglobal.net,

(949) 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members have 

managed to remain active through 2020 
and into 2021, successfully avoiding 
COVID-19. We meet each Monday at 
an outside location to review any Casta 
del Sol resident requests for our wood-
working talents, such as simple repairs 
on small pieces of wood furniture or 
constructing small projects that we 
can take care of by using the space and 
woodworking tools in our garages. All 
club members have received their anti-
virus shots and are looking forward to 
returning to normal club activities soon.

A few recently completed projects 
for Casta del Sol residents were broken 
dining chair legs and frames, damaged 
kitchen cabinet drawers, plus a newly 
completed set of Heritage Garden area 
signs.

Steve Vallely,
Sfvallely84@gmail.com,

(714) 595-5766

Continued on page 20

CLUBS & ACTIVITIES

Away Golf
Hello, golfers! We are finally gearing 

up to start Away Golf tournaments for 
2021. We are in the process of negoti-
ating tournament contracts with select 

golf courses. As I am sure you are 
aware, the cost of golf has escalated in 
the past year. We will do the best we 
can to get us the best price possible. 

Hold on to your wallets, here comes 
Tournament Golf 2021!

I will be in touch with further details 
as soon as possible. Hope to see you 
soon.

Joyce Parlin, (949) 588-0337

Chippers (golf)
When things open up at Casta del Sol, 

we will schedule a Golf Chippers event 
for the entire community. No pressure 
to join a club, just an invitation to a 
morning of fun at the Rec Ctr 2 golf 
practice area. Eighteen targets will be 
in place. You will hit five golf balls 
at each target. Keep your own score. 
Prizes are awarded. You can bring 
your favorite wedge golf club or let 
us provide one for you. We start at 9 
and finish before 11 a.m. on the sched-
uled Saturday and all for a simple $5 
entry fee. In addition, we will have a 
door prize table where we try to have 
something for everyone. Donations of 
interesting things for that table are wel-
come, but not required. We also accept 
donations of extra golf equipment that 
takes up space in your storage area. 
Hope to see you when the time comes.

Bob Hrad, (949) 290-0366

Lawn Bowling
We have continued to enjoy our 

beautiful green. Our success was only 
possible due to our members’ willing-

ness to follow all the safety protocols. 
Thank you!

We are looking forward to when 
we can welcome interested potential 
new members and provide lessons. At 
present, interested players may contact 
Butch Nelson at (949) 351-0941 for 
updates to protocol.

As a reminder to our members, 
we provide club play on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 1 until 
3 p.m. Members who have made reser-
vations are asked to arrive at 12:45 p.m. 
Reservations are offered every Friday 
for the entire following week. The res-
ervation sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion. 
We are limited to a maximum of ten 
players, so it is first-come, first-play.

Our green is receiving its annual aer-
ation. Members will be notified when 
play may resume.

Sondra Nelson, (949) 290-4298

Men’s Golf
The golf course was closed from 

March 29 through March 31 to punch 
and sand the putting greens and punch 
and seed the tee boxes and fairways. 
That meant we could not play on 
Wednesday, March 31. When we re-
turned on April 7, the course was still 
healing and putting on the greens was 
a bit rough. That was the bad news.
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Men’s Golf
Continued from page 19

Tennis
The Casta del Sol Tennis Club’s 

group events (appropriately conducted) 
are attracting increasing interest. We 
are pleased to welcome new members 
to our tennis family. As our numbers 
grow, we would also like to remind all 
members to update their memberships 
for 2021.

To summarize the current group ac-
tivities, there are round-robin events 
on Wednesday and Saturday morn-
ings from 8 to 10 a.m. and evening 
round-robin sessions on Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. There 
is also the popular ball machine clinic 
on Monday mornings from 8 to 9:30 
a.m.

As the restrictions on group events 
continue to ease, the Tennis Club is 
accelerating plans for various events 
for the second half of the year. We 
look forward to seeing current and new 
members at these events. In particular, 
the club is looking forward to continu-
ing its history of sponsoring exciting 
social events.

Roger Gyger, (630) 430-9045

Paddle Tennis
The paddle tennis courts have been 

very busy the past few months. We 
thank all those players who have been 
so respectful and are observing the 
guidelines. We are hopeful that life as 
it was before the pandemic will return 
sometime this year. We would love 
to return to an open play environment 
within the next few months so that 
newcomers and beginners can join in. 
We will let everyone know when that 
occurs.

Then, when all outdoor activities 
return to pre-pandemic status and we 
are allowed to party, we will be excited 

Pickleball
We play pickleball at Rec Ctr 2 on 

tennis courts 2A and 2B on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 4 to 6 p.m. and 
on Fridays and Sundays from 9 to 11 
a.m. You may also arrange to play 
pickleball at any time the courts are 
not reserved on dwellingLIVE.

Paddles and balls are available for 
new players to use, and newcomers 
are always welcome. Come out to the 
courts during any of the times listed 
above to check out how much fun pick-
leball is! If you are curious to find out 
a little bit about pickleball before you 
come out to play, simply Google What 
is Pickleball? and you will find many 
informational videos on YouTube.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526 or Donna Guild at 
(949) 446-0005.

Donna Guild, (949) 446-0005

The good news is that with Orange 
County moving into a better COVID-19 
tier, our club was again allowed to have 
a block of tee times each Wednesday. 
That means we don’t have to be up at 
5 a.m. to book individual times nine 
days in advance. It also means we get 
to play as one group. We will have tee 
times each Wednesday morning from 
6:40 to 9:20 a.m. for 68 players.

Call our Membership Chairman, Bill 
Riethmeier, at (949) 770-7022 to join 
our club.

Bill Burfeind, (949) 305-4260

City Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

The Mission Viejo City Council 
resumed in-person meetings in the 
council chambers beginning with their 
April 13 meeting. Mayor Trish Kelley 
announced that the public will be wel-
come at future meetings and that social 
distancing guidelines will be observed. 
The City Council meets at 6 p.m. on 
the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month. These meetings are also broad-
cast live on Cox channel 30.

City Manager Dennis Wilberg report-
ed that efforts are underway to reopen 
the Murray Center and the Mission 
Viejo Library in May, as soon as staff-
ing needs can be met.

At a March 11 virtual seminar pre-
sented by the city’s Economic Devel-
opment Committee, a vision plan was 
presented that includes a walking trail 
extending from the Civic Center to 
Lake Mission Viejo. The city devel-
oped a Core Area Vision Plan five years 
ago that includes new walking, dining, 
and public gathering opportunities for 
the Oso Creek area behind the stores 
in the Village Center on Marguerite 
Parkway. The first step in the imple-
mentation of this plan would be the 
possible purchase of the Stein Mart 
building. Negotiations for that pur-
chase are ongoing. There is an excellent 
graphic presentation of this plan at 
www.envisionmissionviejo.com. This 
plan incorporates the city’s November 
2019 acquisition of 130 acres that 
include the golf course, land behind 
the Aquatics Center and Tennis Cen-
ter, and one-half mile of open space 
between Casta del Sol Drive and Je-
ronimo Road.

to reinstate paddle tennis clinics, tour-
naments, and social events. Those who 
have paid their dues for 2021 will be 
emailed notice of any changes. Infor-
mation will also be noted in the Casta 
Courier and eblasts for non-members. 
Those who want to participate in 
tournaments and social events must 
be members, so we encourage joining 
now.

Debra Friedman, (949) 230-7195
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Courier Committee: We Need You
Continued from page 10

we need to make sure that we have 
enough people to carry on with the 
wonderful work of putting together 
the Courier that we have all become 
accustomed to reading each month.

If you have some basic computer 
skills, enjoy writing or taking photo-
graphs, we are in need of your services. 

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Spinach and Cheese Stuffed Shells
20 dry jumbo pasta shells

1 pkg. fresh spinach (about 10 cups)

2 Tbsp. olive oil

2 garlic cloves, minced

1 jar marinara sauce

1 ½ cups ricotta cheese

1 cup mozzarella cheese, shredded

1 cup Parmesan cheese, shredded

1 Tbsp. lemon zest

½ tsp. nutmeg, freshly grated

1 cup cherry tomatoes

Salt and pepper

Red pepper flakes to taste

Chopped parsley and basil

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Coat 
shallow 9 x 13 baking dish with non-
stick spray.

Cook shells in a pot of boiling, 
salted water until just pliable, about 8 
minutes.

Drain shells over spinach set in a 
colander, then transfer shells to a bowl 
and rinse with cold water and drain. 
Drain spinach, squeeze dry with paper 
towels, and chop.

Heat oil in a saucepan over medium 
heat, stir in garlic and cook one minute. 
Add marinara sauce and heat through. 
Cover bottom of prepared dish with 
sauce.

 Combine ricotta, mozzarella, parme-
san, spinach, zest, and nutmeg. Season 
with salt and pepper and pepper flakes. 
Stuff shells and arrange in dish, filling 
side up. Drizzle marinara sauce over 
shells. Scatter cherry tomatoes and 
shredded parmesan over shells. Bake 
shells until slightly brown, 25-30 
minutes.

Garnish with parsley and basil.

Please consider attending one of our 
meetings and becoming more familiar 
with all that the Courier Committee 
does for the residents of Casta.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR 
STYLIST 

Professional hair care services in the comfort 
of your own home for ladies and gents. 

FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 
Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
My suite is sanitized after every client, 

your health is my priority! 
I look forward to seeing you soon.  

23162 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 
Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 5 pm 

See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 
949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 

COMPUTER SERVICE 

WISE I.T. COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 years Experience: thewiseit.com 

PC and Mac Onsite / Remote Support 
Call For A Quote 949-682-WISE (9473) 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DENTAL 

SMILE ON YOU DENTISTRY 
OF LAKE FOREST 

 All phases of dentistry. Implants, Implant 
Dentures, Latest Technology, Detailed 

Presentation of Best Treatment Options. 
Serving South Orange County. 

Membership Plan & Financing Options. 
Call: 949-716-4892 or 949-916-1610 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

COMPASSIONATE CAREGIVER 
at your service! Experienced, reliable 

24-hour live-in, full or part time. Accepting 
short hours including weekends. Flexible 

schedule, no minimums. Call: 925-360-9860. 

YOUR HOME CARE  
Senior Day Program Open Spots Available 

Catered lunch, professional supervision, Social 
engagement, exercise, arts & crafts. 

Transportation available. Mention the Casta 
Courier for COMPLIMENTARY first day. 

Please call: 949-215-0004 

******* Reliable Companionship ***** 
  Shopping, Appts, Social Engagements  
Household Management * CdS Resident  

****** Call Vera at 949-482-5106 ****** 

RN & All-purpose helper 
"She renewed my faith in humanity, a 

Godsend." - Verna Wilcox, CdS res.30+ yrs. 
Flexible hours. Hailey 714-656-8144 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 
General repairs and maintenance including 

• electrical  • lighting  • plumbing 
• drywall repairs  • painting  • patio covers 

• shower grab bars & much more 
REASONABLE RATES – CdS references 
30 yr CA licensed contractor Lic. #588990 

Please call Steve at (949)433-5759 
HAULING 

JUNK REMOVAL  
Home/Garage clean outs 
Storage Unit clean outs 

Single Item moves 
Ground Cover, Top Soil Delivery 
Free Estimates. CDS Resident 

Jeff: 949-981-8684 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

MOLD REMOVAL 

(((( DISCOUNT MOLD REMOVAL )))) 
OF ORANGE COUNTY  

Casta del Sol Resident * Free Estimate 
DiscountMoldRemovalOrangeCounty.com 
 ((((((((( Call Scott at 949-273-0000 )))))))))  

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

AL LOWRY PAINTING 
Serving OC for 40 years. 5 Star Rated. CdS 
Resident. Lic.#457105. Al: 949-230-6975 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

PLUMBING – CONT’D 

RSM PLUMBING 
Complete Plumbing: Service, Repair, Sales, 
Interior/Exterior, Drain Cleaning, Thankless 

and Regular Water Heaters, Main Sewer 
Lines, Video Pipe Inspection, Leak 

Detection, Water Filtration. Lic#969542 
Call for Free Estimates: 949-589-9399 

REAL ESTATE 

ROYALTY REALTY 
Mike Ashrafi- Independent Broker 

For free market evaluation of your home or if 
you have any tax questions please call or email 

Mike: 949-510-1936, 
mikeashrafi@gmail.com 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

SKIN CARE 

GOLDEN COAST DERMATOLOGY 
Dr. Jessica Kim, DO, FAOCD 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Board Certified Internist 
Varicose Vein Expert 

Mohs Surgeon 
Comprehensive skin care, Skin cancer 

screening, Acne treatment, Cosmetics, Botox 
& Fillers, Vein care. 

Most insurances / Medicare accepted. 
www.GoldenCoastDermatology.com 

Call: 949-200-7008 

TAX PREPARATION 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent ● IRS & CTEC Registered 

Tax Preparer ●  Bonded 
CdS Resident  ●  Appointments 

949.716.9970 or taxexpert@cox.net 

ROYALTY TAX SERVICES  
Mike Ashrafi – Enrolled Agent (EA) 
Admitted to practice tax before IRS. 

Serving CDS over 15 years. 
House calls available at no additional cost. 

Please call: 949-510-1936 
WILLS & TRUSTS 

Wills & Trust 
LIVING TRUST - $599 Complete!! 

Call Greg: (949) 851-4969 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


