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Wanted – Candidates to Run for the Board of Directors

Illuminating the Recreation Center
By Debra Friedman, photo by Jeff McCoy

Kathy Ransom, Casta del Sol’s Social 
Leader

Continued on page 2

President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

This month’s 
Courier contains 
important infor-
m a t i o n  f r o m 
your Election 
Committee. Please read the arti-
cle if you are planning to run for 
a Board position in 2021. As you 
make your decision to run for the 
Board, start your education now. 
Our community will hear you talk 
about relevant issues and answer 
questions posed by your fellow 
residents during Meet the Candi-
dates Night.

If elected, please consider that 
you will represent 1,927 home-
owners and not just the residents 
along your street. There are some 
tough decisions to be made this 
year. In today’s financial climate of 
budgeting and spending, you will 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager

2021 Budget and 
Beyond

The Budget and Finance Com-
mittee and our Board treasurer cre-
ated a five-year draft budget for the 
Association. The draft is extremely 
helpful in current planning and 
showing us what tomorrow could 
look like, including but not limited 
to reserve contribution projections, 
contract increases, etc. It is import-
ant for residents to be aware that 
the current projection shows an 
increase each year going forward, 
highlighting the importance of 
owners being aware of what your 
assessments include and what costs 
are associated with living in Casta 
del Sol.

The community has onsite staff 
that is paid for by the Associa-

Have you ever felt that you want to 
get involved with helping Casta 

del Sol get better, provide more for all 
our residents, improve our landscapes, 
update the looks of our buildings, or 
just make this a better place to live? We 
have a place for you. We are looking 

for candidates to run for three open 
positions on our Board of Directors in 
our 2021 election this June.

The Board is made up of seven indi-
viduals who work together, all having 
an equal say in the management of our 
Association. The Board has four offi-

cers and three directors. They jointly 
decide the directions we take to keep 
Casta a viable Adult Community for 
both current and future residents. They 
use input and advice from 13 standing 
committees and our Powerstone Man-

The racket sports at Casta del Sol 
have grown exponentially the past 

few years with well over 100 members. 
Tennis and paddle tennis clubs have 
attracted many new members. The 
surge in pickleball seen throughout 
the country, has permeated our com-
munity. Before the pandemic required 
a lockdown, some of the regular 
open sessions of these three sports 
were played in the evening. A group 
nicknamed Night Crawlers regular-
ly played paddle tennis. During the 
warmer months, players flocked to the 
courts at night to escape the heat of the L to R: Earl Denos, Al and Donna Guild, Marci Smith, 

Charlie Nobile, Bryan Spafford

 

2021 Election - General Notice
Notice of Procedures for Submitting Candidate
Nominations for Election of Directors

A General Notice, as required by California Civil Code, providing the 
procedures to obtain and submit an application to become a Candidate in the 
June 24, 2021 Election for one of three Board Directors, has been posted on 
the Association Bulletin Board at Recreation Center 1 and on the website: 
www.castadelsol.com. Login – Select Homeowners and then in the dropdown, 
select Election.

One of the reasons Casta del Sol 
is such a wonderful place to live 

is all the great people who live here. 
Helping residents get to know each 
other and have fun while doing so is the 
job of the Social Committee, headed by 
Kathy Ransom.

A true Southern Californian, born 
and raised in South Gate, Kathy and 
her late husband, Ron, moved to Casta 
from Cypress six years ago. Their first 

Continued on page 10

By Liz Rickett, photo by Kip Isbell

 

Resources
for COVID
Vaccination
- Vaccine.UCIhealth.org

- Myturn.ca.gov

-  Kaiser phone number (No need 
for membership. See page 11 for 
details.)

- Othena.com
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 22 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 22

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

Free
Paper Shredding

The City of Mission Viejo is 
holding a free paper shredding 
event for Mission Viejo residents. 
They will hold it Saturday, March 
27 in the City Hall Parking Lot, 
200 Civic Center, Mission Viejo 
from 9 to 11 a.m.
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Many homeown-
ers choose to personalize their founda-
tion planting areas, which are generally 
three to four feet around the home. 
Side and end yards are not foundations. 
All plants are the responsibility of the 
homeowner in these areas. Homeown-
ers can, per the Rules and Regulations, 
plant flowers and shrubs in foundation 
areas. However, trees are not permitted. 

need to understand the relationship be-
tween reserve and operational funding. 
Sometimes it is easy just to buy into 
the concept of spending less, adding 
less to Reserves, or deferring projects 
because they appear to be discretion-
ary. Sometimes it may seem obvious 
that this must be a good thing, or is it? 

There is no mandated requirement 
that you have committee experience 
or that you have served on other HOA 
boards in different communities. How-
ever, please know and understand your 
community. The past six months or 
so, I have received a variety of emails 
from members of our community ex-
pressing that they did have previous 
experience in serving on a Board. I 
encourage those individuals to fill out 
the application and run for the Casta 
del Sol Board of Directors.

The start of 2021 has brought a flur-
ry of Casta committee activities. The 
average attendance at many of these 
meetings still remains low. Important 
decisions and discussions are taking 
place weekly. Some topics you may not 
agree with, while other decisions seem 
long overdue. As a resident and Board 
member, I do hope that one day we 
can actually meet in person and have 
that opportunity to discuss important 
decisions for our community.

As promised, here is the answer to 
last month’s question about the street 
name, Albeniz. Isaac Albeniz was born 
in 1860 and died in 1909. He was an 
eminent Spanish composer, and is best 
known for composing a set of 12 pieces 
of music depicting various Spanish 
cities. Now try your chances with the 
street Granados. Good luck.

As always, stay safe, wear a mask and 
social distance.

tion. Each of the employees is 100% 
dedicated to Casta del Sol and are 
Powerstone Property Management em-
ployees. The budget includes numerous 
other items, including but not limited 
to landscaping (trees, plants, irrigation, 
etc.), four manned gates, roving pa-
trol seven days a week, utilities, pool 
services, rodent services, contracts, 
and reserve projects. In November 
2020, the Board sent out the Casta del 
Sol Homeowners Association budget 
packet to the community; the packet is 
intended to show membership various 
items highlighted by the operating and 
reserve budget information.

Community budgets are always a 
major focus for the Board, committees 
and staff, but in 2021 it is being looked 
at with a special emphasis because we 
are starting the year knowing there will 
be a deficit in one line item due to an 
increased fee from Waste Management. 
The Association utilizes a portion of 
the assessment to pay for community 
trash pickup. If you haven’t heard, 
the Association received notification 
in December 2020 that Waste Man-
agement was increasing their contract 
over 80% starting January 2021. The 
contract is approved by the City of 
Mission Viejo. The Association has 
been in communication with Waste 
Management and the city, and although 
they were apologetic for the late notice, 
they stated the charge is set. We were 
informed that Casta is paying the least 
expensive rate currently, and the city 
did go out to bid on the contract. They 
cited the charge is being passed on 
due to the State Senate Bill 138 which 
requires the implementation of new 
state recycling mandates. The heart of 
the legislation is the creation of new 
containers for the collection of organic 
waste (food waste), new trucks to col-
lect the waste, and the creation of new 
ways to manage, process, and recycle 
or compost waste.

The reserves were established by 
the HOA in August/September 2020. 
During that process the Associa-
tion must project an estimated start-
ing reserve balance for the start of 
2021 months before January 1, 2021. 
The number was determined to be 
$3,500,000, which resulted in the 
2021 Reserve Study reflecting a 53.7% 
fully funded number. Ultimately, the 
Association came in higher, resulting 
in a 57.8% fully funded number (using 
the unaudited number), which is in the 
medium range of a special assessment 

and listed by Association Reserves as a 
5% special assessment risk. In addition, 
the study says that across the country, 
3% of Associations in this range expe-
rience special assessments or deferred 
maintenance.

The Board does not anticipate a spe-
cial assessment in 2021, but everyone 

Continued on page 4

should be aware of rising costs and 
various budget items being looked at 
by your Board, committees and staff. 
If you have questions, please feel free 
to attend a Budget and Finance meeting 
or contact staff. We will be happy to 
answer your questions.

People who previously owned your 
home may have inadvertently planted 
what they thought were shrubs, but 
instead grew into trees. These trees 
should be removed.

All unapproved plants installed by 
homeowners are their responsibility 
to maintain, prune and water. For ex-
ample, plants such as roses, azaleas, 
camellias, and other exotic plants must 
be watered, weeded, and maintained 
by the homeowner or their gardener. 
(See page 66 of the 2020-2021 CdS 
Homeowner’s Telephone Directory.) 
To keep the HOA contractor out of the 
foundation, you only need to pick up 
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Continued on page 10

Board Meeting Highlights
February 18, 2021

The Board:
•  Approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as presented. (See 

Treasurer’s Report on this page.)
•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 

due to COVID-19, Version 8 and moving back into Stage 3. The Guide-
lines continue keeping what is currently open and allowing the reopening 
of billiards, shuffleboard, ceramics, locker rooms, library services and the 
fitness center for specific times by reservation only on DwellingLIVE.

•  Approved the proposed Candidate Application form for the 2021 Board of 
Directors election in June 2021.

•  Directed the Facilities Committee to obtain three bids to complete the 
unfinished space in Building D. (Woodworkers and Lapidary.) Include a 
scope of work for multiple uses.

•  Approved the painting contract for Pilot Painting to paint 256 homes for 
$546,350.

•  Approved the PWLC1 bid/ proposal CDS-21-1 of $29,550 plus a contin-
gency of $3,000.

•  Approved the Reserves Study Committee recommendation for Reserve 
Studies during the fiscal years 2021, 2022, and 2023 for $2,950 per year, 
for a total three-year cost of $8,850.

•  Approved the invoice from PWLC1 for demolishing and repairing the 
concrete patio at 23721 Via Mistral due to common area tree root damage 
at a cost of $6,500.

•  Approved the proposals from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) for repairing 
the sewer lines at 27811 Espinoza and 27683 Via Turina due to common 
area tree roots for a total of $13,050 plus a homeowner’s reimbursement 
of $265 for initial plumbing work paid to SMP directly by the homeowner, 
for a total cost of $13,315.

•  Approved the proposal by Caliber Paving for installing two new speed 
bumps at Gate 2 and two new speed bumps at Gate 4 at a cost of $4,494 
including a $500 contingency.

•  Approved purchasing and service contract with Canon Solutions America 
for two new Association office copiers for a total cost of $7,994.78 plus 
taxes and fees.

General Manager Josh Hodosh reported:
•  There are 53 delinquencies totaling $42,214.72 and one property recom-

mended for proceeding toward filing a lien. There was a police report 
filed for stolen mail in Casta del Sol. Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed 
Pedroncelli is back at work. Josh welcomed Ed back and thanked all those 
who filled in during Ed’s absence.

Assistant General Manager Alex Banegas reported:
•  Residents are reminded that the waste and recycling bins at the recreation 

centers are not for residents or their contractors. Residents should notify their 
contractors that using these bins may result in fines to the homeowner. The 
new Casta del Sol website is online. If a resident has not already registered 
for the website, email Alex at abanegas@powerstonepm.com.

Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported:
•  There were 246 Landscape Maintenance Requests received through Febru-

ary. Great Scott Tree Services will be removing diseased trees on Valdez 
in the greenbelt near the fountain. New trees were planted on Zarza during 
February.

Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported:
•  Staff processed 19 new residents in February. Age verification forms are 

still being received. Residents are reminded that failing to turn in their forms 
risks having their vehicle transponders deactivated. Residents must use the 
DwellingLIVE website to make reservations for recreation facilities.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held March 18, 
2021 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be held 
March 4, 2021 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair

**This is an abridged version of the January 2021 Treasurer’s Report. 
For the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out announcing the Board meeting.

January Treasurer’s Report
February 18, 2021

Total HOA Assets as of January 31, 2021 are $5,338,633.68, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of January 31 is $1,038,937.12. This balance includes 
$281,236.08 of cash, $554,951.04 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $200,000 invested in two CDs (interest rates .05-.10%). During the month 
of January, the following CD transaction occurred:

•  Redeemed:
 Paducah Bank & Trust 12-month CD . . .01/15/21 .....$100,000 ...... 1.60%

Reserve Cash as of January 31 is $4,016,702.29. This balance in made up of 
$1,509,666.93 invested in a money market account, $2,600,000 invested in thir-
teen CDs (interest rates .05-2.60%) and a due to operating cash of $96,410.01. 
During the month of January, the following CD transactions occurred:

•  Redeemed:
 Hardin County Bank 12-month CD. . . . .01/08/21 .....$200,000 ...... 1.60%
 USNY 12-month CD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01/08/21 .....$200,000 ...... 1.60%

•  Purchased:
 Hingham Savings Bank 12-month CD . .01/15/21 .....$200,000 ...... 0.05%
 Texas Capital Bank 12-month CD. . . . . .01/15/21 .....$200,000 ...... 0.20%
 Suncrest Bank 12-month CD. . . . . . . . . .01/15/21 .....$200,000 ...... 0.05%

Capital Fund balance as of January 31 is $80,572.80. This fund increases 
$3,854 per month by budgeting $2 per month per residence plus interest. During 
the month of January there were no capital fund expenditures. The approved 
Capital Fund for 2021 is $342,888.53 of which $262,315.73 is unfunded.

Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable as of January 31 is $62,854.98. This 
is an increase of 10.54% from the prior month. In an effort to prepare for the 
possibility of future uncollectible debts, we are adjusting the bad debt reserve 
monthly, and the reserve currently stands at $41,211.56. It should be noted that 
currently 65.57% of the outstanding receivable are past due. The dollar value 
of past due accounts continues to increase, currently comprised of 74 accounts.

Income:
The small budget underage is primarily the result of lower fees than expected.

General & Administrative:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of January 31 
with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:
•  Bad Debt Expense is $3,930.36 of which $2,680.36 is over budget as a 

result of increased monthly accrual.
•  Legal Fees  is $6,608 of which $744.67 is over budget. The actual amount 

of $6,608 is related to expenses for 2020 and will be adjusted during our 
annual audit.

•  Coupon Books/Statements  is $2,250.60, of which $1,917.27 is over bud-
get because the budget was allocated on a straight-line basis rather than a 
seasonalized basis as most of the other lines are. As we move through the 
months, this item will straighten itself out.

•   Salaries/Related – Administrative is $46,978.48, of which $20,097.52 is 
under budget. This is the result of an error in salaries/related maintenance 
and will be corrected during February. Also, we are down one employee 
that was budgeted.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
All of the accounts in this category are under budget. This is mainly a result 
in a lag in billing for services rendered. This will level itself out as we move 
forward.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of January 
31, with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:
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small red stakes at the Rec Ctr 1 counter 
and place them in the ground at the ends 
of your foundation planter. PacWest 
cannot maintain private plantings and 
cannot water each home differently. 
One home that needs more water than 
another home is not practical given the 
design of the irrigation system installed 
by the developer. Therefore, the origi-
nal foundation designs were relatively 
simple hedges with compatible plants. 

Homeowners can install their own 
supplemental irrigation systems from 
their house water to augment the Asso-
ciation’s water, by using a surface drip, 
soaker system, or by watering their 
plants by hand. This is permitted, but 
you may not use or modify the HOA 
system. A list of approved shrubs that 

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2

can be planted by the homeowner and 
maintained by the HOA contractor is 
located at the Rec Ctr 1 counter or at 
www.castadelsol.com. The homeowner 
must pay all expenses incurred for this 
planting. PacWest will maintain these 
plants once they are established.

Many homeowners have applied for 
and received permission from the Ar-
chitectural committee to install brick or 
rock planters delineating the boundary 
between the lawn and homeowner’s 
foundation area. Homeowners must ap-
ply to the Architectural Committee and 
receive approval before any work can 
commence and pay for all extra work 
required to modify the HOA irrigation 
system. Please review the Casta del 
Sol Greenbelt Rules and Regulations 
located in the CdS telephone directory 
for complete information.

Photo by Kip Isbell. The 
sun casting a shadow of a 
contrail onto the top of a 
lower thin cloud layer.
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Maintenance
Report
Alex Banegas,
Alternate 
Maintenance 
Services 
Supervisor

The Maintenance Department is ex-
cited to welcome back Ed Pedroncelli. 
He is a valuable part of the team and 
has resumed his position as the Main-
tenance Supervisor.

The Board approved the installation 
of new lights at the tennis and paddle 
tennis courts. This was completed in 
January. Also, the nine Rec Ctr 2 com-
mon area light fixtures got new light 
bulbs to help light the pathway and 
parking lot areas. The Facilities Com-
mittee is reviewing ways to increase 
the curb appeal at Rec Ctr 2. 

Staff anticipates the Board approval 
for the 2021 painting project at their 
February 18 Board meeting. All homes 
will be notified if they were approved. 
The homes scheduled for painting are 
on Alava, Borgona, Buena Vista, Calle 
Alonzo, El Greco, Espinoza, Las Ca-
sas, Nebrija, Via Rodrigo, Via Tirso, 
and Via Torroba.

The Casta del Sol website is con-
tinuing to make improvements. We 
are making it easier to navigate and 
find useful information. Please stay 
connected with our latest news and 
updates by registering on the website. 
To register, you will need your account 
number located on your coupon state-
ment. If you have not been successful 
with registration, please email Alex at 
abanegas@powerstonepm.com. To ex-
pedite your request, please provide the 
following information in your email:

Subject: Website Registration

First and last name of the homeowner

Property address

Account number (C263-XXXXX-X)

Visit the website at:
     www.castadelsol.com.

On behalf of The Maintenance/Cus-
todial Team, Ed, Lando, and me, we 
wish you good health.

Ed Pedroncelli
Maintenance Supervisor

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com
215-1955

Lando Fajardo
Maintenance Coordinator

lfajardo@powerstonepm.com
215-3146
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Wanted – Candidates to Run for the Board of Directors
Continued from page 1

Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

March 2021

Barker, Sharon & Robert .................28175 Zurburan .......... (562) 343-3106
 Long Beach, CA
Berg, Robyn & Leonard ...................28444 Alava ............................Unlisted
 Ripon, CA
Burnett, Marianne & Ernest .............28479 Borgona......................279-3912
 San Juan Capistrano, CA
Gallo, Andrew V. .............................27647 Via Granados .............317-0053
 Temecula, CA
Helgeson, Jim ...................................28305 Alava ................ (406) 670-3284
 Columbus, MT
Jain, Anil ..........................................24126 Calendula ...................446-4934
 Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Johnson, Diana & Fred ....................23546 Villena..........................Unlisted
 Mission Viejo, CA
Kulajian, Anna .................................23895 Villena.............. (714) 309-7206
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Mabry, Rebecca ...............................28062 Via Bonalde ..... (714) 349-3392
 Huntington Beach, CA
Ryan, Billie ......................................23978 Calle Alonso ................Unlisted
 Hutchinson, KS

Directory change

Kausrud, Allan & Joan .....................24086 Calendula ...................446-9045

Wolf, Carol & David ........................28448 Buena Vista ................510-0638

agement staff, to determine how best 
to use our resources to maintain and 
enhance our facilities and landscapes. 
They take on a fiduciary duty to do 
what is best for all of Casta del Sol and 
not what is best for themselves.

Sounds impressive and like a lot of 
work? Well, you may give up some 
of your time, but I can attest as a past 
Board member, at the end of the day, 
you will feel like it was all worthwhile. 
You will learn about everything that 
is going on in Casta del Sol. You will 
have the opportunity to learn about 
California State Laws that govern 
Associations and attend events and 
classes presented by the Community 
Association Institute. You will not 
have to operate in a vacuum.

In today’s pandemic environment 
things are different than they were a 
year ago. Meetings happen on Zoom 
and communication is more difficult. 
We have seen cost increases to operate 
our wonderful community and must 
strive to balance the cost to maintain 
our 49-year-old community with both 
the finances of our members and the 

need to keep or increase individual 
property values. Not an easy task, but 
we need you and your individual tal-
ents to help us work with all the other 
Directors to manage our Association.

Please give this some thought. Casta 
del Sol needs you. Talk to your friends 
and login to some Committee and 
Board Meetings. Then stop by the Ad-
ministrative Office or Rec Ctr 1 desk 
to pick up a Candidate Application. We 
would like to have your application and 
resume by March 31 for publication in 
the May Courier. We will arrange to 
take your picture for that edition. Also, 
see our Election Committee report in 
this Courier on page 11 and the posted 
Election General Notice.

Thank you for your consideration.
Bill Burfiend, Election Committee 

Chairman, 305-4260
Randy Gish, Board Liaison
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Illuminating the Recreation Center
Continued from page 1

Kathy Ransom, Casta del Sol’s Social Leader
Continued from page 1

•  Library Committee  is $1,091.93, of which $732.93 is over budget. The 
increase is mainly the result of purchasing books and various library 
supplies.

•  Equipment & Supplies is $628.14, of which $448.14 is over budget. 
This is the result of copier costs and other minor equipment purchases.

Repairs & Maintenance:
The following accounts in this category are over budget:
•  Pest Control-Wasp/Bees/Swallows is $1,255, of which $1,130 is over 

budget. This is a result of an extraordinary amount of bee removals. At 
this time, this account has used 83.67% of its annual budget.

•  Salaries/Related – Maintenance is $17,433.99, of which $6,237.99 
is over budget. This is the result of expenses being charged to salaries/
related maintenance in error and will be corrected during February.

Traffic Control:
All of the accounts in this category are at or under budget as of January 31.

Utilities:
The following accounts are over budget as of January 31:
•  Water is $30,995.69, of which $7,745.69 is over budget. This is the result 

of more water usage during the month.
•  Trash & Recycling Service is $33,675.65, of which $14,342.32 is over 

budget. This is the result of an unexpected large rate increase from Waste 
Management. I will remind you that Waste Management is now going to 
fine the HOA for improper items that are put in the large dumpster at Rec 
Ctrs 1 and 2, hence the locks. So, if you or your contractors are dumping 
items in or beside these bins, understand that any fines incurred by the 
HOA will be passed on to you once we identify the culprit(s).

Treasurer’s Comments:
At the end of January 2021, we find ourselves with a surplus of $102,391.08. 

As usual we start the year with a surplus that will work itself down as we 
progress through the year and into the more costly months of the summer 
when we experience our largest water use expense. It should also be noted 
that there are about $10,000 worth of charges in the statement that belong 
in 2020 and will be moved during the 2020 audit.

The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of January 
31, 2021 are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the 
Board’s review and acceptance.  Once accepted by the Board these reports 
will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

January Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

daytime. In addition, working residents 
found the nighttime availability of 
court use an asset.

However, it became apparent several 
years ago that the lighting of the two 
sets of courts was inadequate. The diffi-
culty of seeing the lines, nets, and balls 
was compounded by older citizens’ 
deteriorating eyesight. So, plans arose 
to replace the lighting on the courts. 
An extensive amount of research was 
embarked upon, initially by Charlie 
Nobile, President of the Tennis Club. 
More recently the Facilities Committee 
formed a sub-committee examining 
the lighting issue. Marci Smith spear-
headed this sub-committee, which also 
included Donna and Al Guild. All of 
these contributors are avid racket sports 
players and were passionate about the 
project. This endeavor was supported 
by the Facilities Co-Chairs, Earl Denos 
and Bryan Spafford.

The research conducted, alongside 
Powerstone staff, consisted of several 
steps. There were multiple visits to 
other tennis courts and racket clubs 
in Orange County. Furthermore, the 
group of investigators met with various 
companies who provide sports court 

lighting. The sub-committee became 
well educated in lumens and other tech-
nical jargon. The research process took 
several months in order to determine 
the best solution and the best company 
to provide it.

The new lighting was installed at the 
end of January and the outcome was 
beyond expectations. Not only is the 
new lighting excellent quality, but the 
price negotiated was fair. In addition, 
the older court lights were retrofitted 
and used to illuminate the parking lot 
and paths around Rec Ctr 2 and the Her-
itage Room for the safety of residents 
walking and embarking on nearby 
activities. A win-win result.

granddaughter had just been born. The 
trip from their home to see the baby in 
Laguna Niguel got to be a chore, hence 
the move.

As soon as Kathy moved to Casta, she 
became involved in activities, playing 
bridge and mah jongg and joining the 
Welcome Committee. After a while she 
joined the Social Committee, becoming 
Chair three years ago.

Kathy enjoys being with her daughter 
and three grandchildren. She also likes 
to paint pots with acrylics.

When life was normal here, Kathy 
and the Social Committee of twelve 

planned activities every month, ranging 
from luaus to taco Tuesday. With the 
pandemic rules, these gatherings are on 
hold. However, the committee planned 
a Holiday Home Decorating Contest 
last December and is looking forward 
to being able to again hold events when 
the restrictions lift.

One of the most popular events is the 
Country Western night, which features 
good food and great entertainment. The 
committee plans to sponsor this event 
again along with other favorites and 
asks residents to submit ideas for other 
events they would like to see.
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Continued on page 14

Budget and Finance
The Budget and Finance (B&F) 

Committee continues to review the 
December financial statements and 
year-end adjustments since many 
December invoices are received in the 
months after year-end. As of December 
31, the 2020 surplus was $47,231 but it 
will be modified by December invoices 
and adjustments received.

In December, Casta del Sol was 
notified by Waste Management that 
our monthly rate would increase from 
$9.66 per home to $17.41, an increase 
of 78%. This notification was received 
after our 2021 budget was adopted by 
the Board of Directors, which means 
that we are starting the year with an 
approximate deficit of $200,000. The 
B&F Committee is working with the 
Board and management to seek solu-

Architectural
Spring is coming and many of you 

are beginning to look at doing improve-
ment projects. One of the most popular 
projects is the replacement of the Casta/
Fiesta original gates. Replacement of 
an old worn gate with a new one can 
really perk up the front of a dwelling. 
If you are thinking about gate replace-
ments, please look at the following 
Architectural Standards and Guidelines 
while planning your project:

1.  Gates may be replaced with either 
wood or vinyl;

2.  Wood gates can either be stained or 
painted your dwelling’s stucco or 
trim color; vinyl may match your 
stucco or trim color or be white;

3.  Decorative hardware is not permitted 
and in the case of vinyl or painted 
wood gates, hardware must match 
your gate color;

4.  While replacing your gate, you may 
not attach the new setting post to 
your neighbor’s house; the post 
must be free-standing, and any re-
pair to your neighbor’s house from 
the removal of the old gate must be 
patched and painted before we will 
consider the project complete;

5.  The solid portion of the gate can be 
either 48” or 60” and a 12” decora-
tive framed lattice may be added to 
either solid height; total height of the 
gate is limited to 72.”

Making sure that you and your con-
tractor know the above guidelines en-
sures that your project will go smoothly 
and be done correctly the first time.

Vicki Slawson, Chair
(925) 513-4956

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Election
The Election Committee is looking 

for candidates to fill three open Board 
of Directors positions. Please see our 
election article on the front page of this 
Courier. Applications are now avail-
able inside the Administrative/Fiesta 
Building and at the Rec Ctr 1 desk. 
Please consider running. We need your 
application and resume by March 31 
for printing in the May Courier. Staff 
will coordinate with the Courier to 
have your picture taken to accompany 
your resume.

The Board of Directors, with input 
from the Election Committee, has ap-
proved draft changes to the Election 
Operating Rules. These amended rules, 
along with other amended association 
rules and the Architectural Standards 
and Guidelines, are out for the Civil 
Code provided 28-day member review. 
Please read and become familiar with 
our Election Operating Rules. A final 
version will be approved by the Board 
on March 18 and will then be posted 
on the association website.

We have posted an Election General 
Notice required by civil code. It can 
be seen on the Casta del Sol website 
under the Homeowner heading or on 
the bulletin board at Rec Ctr 1. It cov-
ers the candidate application process. 
Please consider running for the Board 
in the June Elections.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Gish, Liaison

Facilities
The Facilities Committee is pleased 

to announce that the lighting at Rec 
Ctr 2 has been significantly improved. 
The addition of sports court lighting 
has made a dramatic difference for 
the users of the tennis, pickleball and 
paddle tennis courts. Completed with a 
savings of $21,000, the parking lot and 
walkway lighting have increased visi-
bility and safety for all of our residents.

At the January meeting, the commit-
tee unanimously approved a recom-

tions to this immediate issue. All reme-
dies will be explored including closing 
gates to guests. We will discuss this 
topic at our next meeting in February.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. We meet regularly 
on the third Monday of each month at 
1 p.m. via Zoom. Our March meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, March 15.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336
Randy Thompson, Liaison

 

Resources for COVID-19 Vaccinations: Kaiser
By Shelly Lethiot

Kaiser will schedule COVID-19 vaccinations for anyone 75 years and older 
by phone and you do not have to be a member. Just follow these directions 
to talk to a person:

1. Phone 1-833-574-2273.

2.  When asked for your membership number, respond “no membership 
number.”

3. When asked why you are calling, ask for a representative.

4.  When asked if you want a general practitioner or a specialist, dial zero 
several times.

5.  You will hear music for several minutes and then a real person will talk 
to you and make the appointment.

Contact Shelly Lethiot if you need assistance, 533-3316.
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 16 15  20

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - March 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance

  8

  9:30 a.m. Courier   9 a.m. Reserve 

  9

  9 a.m. Greenbelt

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                            Meeting

  2 p.m. Election
                       Committee

  7

 27

 28

 14

 21

 19Daylight Saving 
Time Begins

First Day
of Spring

  5

St Patrick’s Day

March
2021

10 a.m. Welcome 

  9 a.m. Facilities

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

  1   3

10 a.m. Library

  2

  1 p.m. Architectural  9 a.m. Traffic

  4

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

 10  11  13 12

  6

 31 30 29
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A Grandmother’s Gift and a Miniature Victorian House

Most of us can remember learning 
a particular skill as a child that 

we have incorporated throughout our 
lifetime. Jill Baker’s grandmother 
taught her to sew and knit at a very 
young age. From this experience, Jill 
discovered she had a talent for stitch-
ery. “I’ve always loved working with 
my hands,” she reminisced. She later 
added needlepoint and quilting to her 
creative pursuits, and she made her 
children’s clothes till they were ado-
lescents.

Visit Jill’s Casta home, where she 
has resided for nearly three years, and 
you’ll see her handiwork on the walls, 
shelves and furniture throughout her 
home. And it’s there you’ll also see 
her prize creation, a fully-furnished 
miniature Victorian house.

Jill’s interest in all things Victorian 
inspired her desire to build a Victorian 
dollhouse. She bought a plywood kit 
in 1986 and began constructing the 
house. Because she worked full-time 
at the needlepoint and knitting store 
she owned in Seal Beach, the detailed 
fabrication process took her six years 
to complete. Shingles, stones, siding, 
wood flooring and molding were as-
sembled one piece at a time. The walls 
were painted and papered, tile laid and 
electric lights installed. Jill’s husband, 
Bruce, built a base that rotated the 
house and made it easier for her to 
work on all sides of the structure and 
its interior.

Although Jill had acquired some 
period pieces for the interior during its 
construction, she chose not to furnish 
the house until the three-and-a-half-
foot tall structure (four feet to the top 
of its spire) was complete inside and 
out. Finally, each room was fitted with 

1:12 scaled Victorian furniture, charac-
terized by ornate carvings, dark woods 
and heavy, luxurious fabrics. She also 
added handsewn petit-point rugs to 
most rooms along with 19th century 
accessories and artifacts.

Jill’s miniature Victorian house has 
been moved several times, the last 
when she moved from Oakdale, CA 
to her Casta home. Even though the 
dollhouse is completed, she still enjoys 
decorating it for festive occasions, 
especially Halloween.

Jill Baker continues to utilize and 
enjoy her grandmother’s gift in ways 
she could not have imagined as a child.  
She has joined Casta’s quilting group, 
and she has derived great comfort from 
sewing during the pandemic.

Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

Jill Baker with two of her creations: a miniature Victorian house & needlepoint 
house.

The petit-needlepoint 
in the dining room 
was handsewn by Jill 
Baker.

Many Victorian 
houses were plumbed 
for indoor bathrooms.

Each item in the 
kitchen, like the 
other rooms, was 
manufactured using 
1:12 scale.

Jill Baker noted that 
authentic details 
were important when 
furnishing each 
room.
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Facilities
Continued from page 11

Greenbelt
Do you have personal plantings in 

your foundation area? Personal plant-
ings are those plants such as roses, 
Bougainvillea, Camellia, vines, and 
cacti that are not on the List of Ap-
proved Foundation Plantings (available 
at the Recreation Office). If you have 
plants that are not on the approved 
list, you are wholly responsible for 
their care and maintenance, including 

Travel
It has been a year since COVID-19 

started changing our lives. Now that 
some of us have received our vaccina-
tions, maybe there is a light at the end 
of the tunnel. I’m sure everyone is anx-
ious to hear what our new guidelines 
will be when things here at Casta del 
Sol start to ease up. I’m still concerned 
about booking day trips via bus. It is 

Traffic
Are you thinking about getting in-

volved? Consider joining the Traffic 
Committee. The committee is respon-
sible to the Board of Directors for ob-
serving conditions within Casta del Sol 
which affect the traffic flow and safety 
of the community, its residents and 

Baby Boomers
We are excited with the recent prog-

ress made in dealing with the pan-
demic. The Baby Boomer parties will 
hopefully resume sometime in 2021. 
When we are given the green light, we 
are ready to roll out a fabulous cele-
bration to welcome you back. If you 
paid dues for 2020, we will honor that 
for 2021. We are looking forward to 
welcoming many new residents to our 
monthly parties.

Baby Boomers are renowned for 
entertaining and exhilarating parties 
with live music, plentiful dancing, and 
exceptional food. We enjoy offering a 
different theme each month which is 
reflected in our flyers, décor, cuisine, 
and attire. If you are just interested 
in delectable food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, 
you will enjoy our parties. Many of our 
members also love dancing. Therefore, 
our bands and musical performers play 
a range of music to suit different tastes 
in dancing.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcomed to join us. This is an 
active group of folks from different 
churches. Our studies are varied, but 
always Bible-oriented. We examine 
and/or question the study of the day, 
but always keep the discussion on topic 
and from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
OK, time for a pop quiz. Last month 

we introduced some common bil-
liards terms, and no doubt you have 
researched others. Let’s see what you 

Continued on page 15

mendation to the Board of Directors to 
finish the currently unusable remaining 
space in Building D and to locate the 
fitness center in that enlarged space. 
This allows us much flexibility because 
the area needs to be completed no 
matter the use. It allows the usage of 
the fitness center to be measured post-
COVID-19. Should it be determined 
that the area is not large enough, there 
are other options to explore; our goal 
is to be both frugal and flexible.

Planning is still underway for the 
annual home painting project. You 
will be notified if your home is on 
the list to be painted this year. The 
asphalt project group has been very 
busy discussing the scope of work and 
planning for roadwork in the months 
ahead. The chain-link perimeter fenc-
ing along Jeronimo was delayed due to 
COVID-19, but will be rescheduled at 
the appropriate time. Please join our 
Zoom meetings at 9 a.m. on the fourth 
Thursday of each month.

Marci Smith, Chair, 394-9237
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

weeding and any needed supplemental 
watering. The landscape maintenance 
contractor will not take care of these 
personal plantings. For more details, 
read Section 2 of the Greenbelt Rules 
& Regulations, beginning on page 65 of 
the Casta Telephone Directory. Please 
note that if foundations with personal 
plantings are not cared for by the home-
owner and become unsightly, violation 
notices will be given.

The Greenbelt Committee recently 
completed a slope survey and rating 
assessment to identify and prioritize 
those slopes in need of renovation 
due to conditions such as erosion, fire 
hazards, plant material incompatible 
with maintenance schedules, aged-out 
shrubs/ground cover, invasive plants, 
etc. The top priority for renovation 
this year is the slope along Hierro and 
wrapping around the side and front 
of 28081 Machado. This project was 
approved by the committee in January 
and scheduled on the February Board 
of Directors agenda. If approved by the 
Board, work is slated to begin in April.

The Greenbelt Committee meets via 
Zoom on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, 458-1034
Ric Gonzales, Liaison

Association property and for observ-
ing the activities of the traffic control 
contractor. No experience is required, 
only a desire to volunteer.

During the February meeting, the 
committee discussed cameras at all 
gates, cul-de-sac signs, the need for 
crosswalks at certain locations, the 
fading color of stop signs, spike strips 
at Gate 4, and securing pedestrian 
and exit gates. One area of concern 
expressed by residents was tailgating 
when entering through the resident 
lane. When entering the gate, residents 
are asked to stop at the posted sign 
and the painted line and word STOP 
on the street. Once the car in front of 

you enters, wait for the barrier arm to 
come down before proceeding. There 
have been instances where cars that are 
tailgating hit the barrier arm and it be-
comes inoperable. Let’s all help to keep 
the gate equipment in good condition.

The Traffic Committee meets on the 
first Monday of the month at 9 a.m. via 
Zoom. Access information and a copy 
of the agenda will be sent by eblast. 
Contact Nancy or Fred at the numbers 
below if you have any concerns or 
questions.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
David Ankeny, Liaison

difficult to say whether we’ll get the 
numbers we need. I guess time will tell.

I got my first shot and my second will 
be this week. I’m feeling a bit more 
secure, but we still must remain cau-
tious. Wear those masks and sanitize. 
The Travel Team and I hope you all 
stay safe and healthy. Thank you for 
your patience!

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ric Gonzales, Liaison
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Billiards
Continued from page 14

Continued on page 16

Bridge
All the Bridge groups and card 

clubs at CdS are still sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus as of today (February 
1). Hope is eternal. We are frustrated 
by our inability to meet with our bridge 
family. Some of us have been playing 
bridge on our computers and iPads over 
the internet at www.bridgebase.com. 
This site is free to join; just register 
and set a username and password. My 
username is Tim_A_M. You can prac-
tice solo any time, or with strangers or 
friends. You can see how your contacts 
compare, in history, to others who have 
played the same hands. The people I 
play with often agree that 20 hands 
is sufficient for about an hour and a 
half of play. I think I am going to go 
practice/play now. Join me sometime.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Canine Companions
This is a little information about our 

club for new residents. And, for current 
members - we can’t wait to see you and 
your dog again.

We formed our club in June 2005, 
and our membership is $10 per per-
son per year. We have fun, themed, 
monthly gatherings including lunch 

Crafts for Charity
Our first virtual meeting was great 

fun. It was nice to see each other and 
share our crafts in a kind of show-and-
tell setting. Our next Zoom meeting 
will be on Wednesday, March 3, from 
10 to 11 a.m. (or longer).

Any members who did not receive 
an invitation to our Zoom meeting can 
contact Maria at (714) 310-6857. She 
will explain how to join and, if needed, 
is willing to come over to your house 
(masked, of course) to help you get 
started.

have learned. Here’s a multiple-choice 
test, so good luck.

Clean the Table –
Pocket all the balls that remain on the 
table.

A common courtesy after you spill 
your beer. 

Diamonds –
Markers on the rails used as reference 
points.

A girl’s best friend.

Head Spot –
An imaginary spot on the table, two 
diamonds from the head rail.

Something you should talk to your 
dermatologist about.

Hug the Rail – 
A ball rolled along the edge of the rail.

A way to show your gratitude for al-
lowing your ball to find the intended 
pocket.

Leave –
A term used to express the difficulty of 
the shot that is left for one’s opponent. 

What you do when it dawns on you that 
you will never master this game.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

on Saturdays at the Rec Ctr 2 Lawn 
Bowling Pavilion. And don’t forget 
your dogs. During good weather we 
have walks around the Heritage Garden 
and frequent afternoon meet-ups at the 
Fountain near Gate 1. Of course, we 
have a holiday party in December.

So, if you have a dog and would like 
to join our club, we look forward to 
meeting you very soon for one of our 
special events. And, if you have ques-
tions, please do not hesitate to call me 
for information. We will put you on a 
list for our future events coming soon, 
we hope.

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083

Also, we delivered 85 Valentine fa-
vors to the Meals on Wheels recipients. 
The staff members love to see what 
we are doing. Plus, they say that the 
recipients enjoy getting an extra treat 
on their tray on the various holidays.

Best wishes to all during these trying 
times. Please stay safe and healthy. We 
look forward to seeing you soon.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in February. 

And not much humor. I need more 
Cribbage humor! If you have any 
funnies, please send them to me at 
wmblock@earthlink.net.

•  CRIBBAGE, because crack is bad 
for you.

•  Life keeps getting shorter; play 
CRIBBAGE.

•  Never say it’s just a game to a CRIB-
BAGE player.

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 
from 6:30 until approximately 8:45 
p.m. How many of you will remember 
how to play?

For more information, call Wayne 
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Cribbage
Continued from page 15

Democrats
The Democrat group is currently 

meeting on Zoom. Our next meeting 
will be on March 18 at 4 p.m. We share 
news, stories, nearby events, favorite 
blogs, podcasts, books, and ideas. We 
also relay information from the Can-
yon Dems group, as they are having 
virtual meetings with guest speakers. In 
January, we shared our thoughts about 
recent events. Those participating left 
feeling inspired and heartened. We 
have developed a sense of comradery 
with like-minded friends. We hope to 
resume monthly meetings at a day, 
time, and location to be determined 
sometime in 2021.

Maria Gomez-Greenberg and Mar-
lene Zuvich have graciously taken 
over the leadership. If you have not 
received any emails and would like to 
add your name to the email list, please 
contact Maria at marialucgom@gmail.
com. We will email all those on our list 
with a reminder and link for our March 

Heritage Garden
Maybe, if we’re lucky, the first club 

meeting in a year-long pandemic will 
be on March 18 in the Heritage Room at 
Rec Ctr 2, at 9:30 a.m. We will discuss 
what’s been going on in the garden all 
these many months of lockdown. Our 
spring planting and general clean-up of 
the garden has already begun. Maybe 
we’ll be able to have an April Heritage 
Garden Open House, if Casta opens 
completely by then.

As you know, this winter didn’t give 
us the abundant rainfall we hoped for. 
So, we will be focusing on getting the 
garden areas geared up for another very 
hot summer. This will entail putting the 
right plants in the right sun/shade areas 
to maximize water usage. As always, 
the HGC volunteers would very much 
appreciate any help they can get for hot 
weather watering.

Keep up the good work in placing 
your recyclables behind the Rancho. 
This amounts to a sizable club donation 
each month. Thanks to you all.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

meeting. This is a non-dues group, and 
all are welcome.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387
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Republicans
We are getting closer and closer to 

scheduling live meetings again, now 
that vaccinations are being given to 
our members and the infection numbers 
are in a decline. We have no choice 
but to cooperate and do our part with 
following the isolation regulations and 
making healthy living decisions to im-
prove our immune system. Our club is 
too large to schedule outside meetings, 
with the mask requirements and six-
foot separation between each other. In 
the interim, each of us just needs to stay 
informed of the current issues facing us 
so we will be able to make intelligent 
decisions at the voting booth and be 
knowledgeable when communicating 
with friends and family members.

When we have better news, we will 
inform members via email, eblasts 
from the office or through the Casta 
Courier. Your president, Karen War-
ren, regrets the dark period between 
meetings but looks forward to planning 
informative and stimulating meetings 
in the future.

Cordelia Neale, 916-0117

Pinochle
There was NO Pinochle in February. 

When play resumes, it will be Friday 
nights in the Heritage Room from 6:30 
to approximately 9 p.m.

I need more Pinochle humor. If you 
have any funnies, please send them 
to me at wmblock@earthlink.net. For 
this month:

• May the Pinochle Gods be with you.

•  Never trust someone who doesn’t 
play Pinochle.

• Pinochle forever; Housework when-
ever.

•  Pinochle makes the world a happy 
place.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Military Veterans
After a year of restrictions for in-per-

son meetings, the Military Veteran’s 
Club has begun Zoom teleconferenc-
ing to stay connected. The day and 
time will remain the last Monday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. These Zoom 
meetings will continue until state, 
county, and Board restrictions are re-
laxed and it is deemed safe for indoor 
meetings again. We also look forward 
to any opportunity to have an outdoor 
gathering, as approved by the Board, 

Las Damas
The Las Damas Club wishes its 

members, guests, and CdS friends a 
spring in their step and a lilt in their 
hearts, as we welcome the month of 
March and the one-year anniversary 
of COVID-19 restrictions. With vacci-
nation rates increasing and COVID-19 

Lapidary
Several months ago, the Lapidary 

Club provided a proposal to the Facil-
ities Committee for a reconfiguration 
of the Lapidary Room. The Lapidary 
Room lost a significant portion of its 
space during the Rec Ctr 1-bathroom 
remodel. The lapidary set-up will have 
to be completely changed with new 
space saving equipment and updat-
ed procedures. Suggestions for this 
equipment were included in the Fa-
cilities Committee proposal. We look 
forward to working with the Facilities 
Committee for an updated lapidary/
jewelry space.

When the Arts and Crafts Room 
reopens, we plan to resume jewelry 
making from 2 to 4 p.m. on Friday 
afternoons. We will let everyone know 
when that occurs through eblasts and 
the Casta Courier.

Joe McFaul, sealawr@aol.com

cases declining, the long dry spell of 
club activity cancellations may soon 
be but a distant memory.

Remembering the Vista Room last 
March spilling over with verdant green 
shamrocks, the aroma of steaming 
plates of corned beef and cabbage, 
topped off with succulent key lime pie, 
brings with it the hope of life returning 
to our beloved Casta del Sol clubs and 
activities.

Continue to practice health and safe-
ty precautions, as we await the news 
of clubs reopening. Happy spring, 
filled with renewed energy, hope, and 
promise.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

and will notify all ASAP.

If you are a Veteran of one of our 
country’s five services and not a mem-
ber of our club, I urge you to contact 
me for a friendly chat at 916-0632. 
If you would like to join the Zoom 
meeting as a guest, I will email you an 
invitation link.

Our next meeting will be Monday, 
March 29 at 1830 hours via Zoom 
teleconferencing.

Kip Isbell, kipisbell@live.com
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Continued on page 19

Vegetable Garden
Planting season is here again. Some 

of us started planting seeds at home 
that should be ready to get into the 
soil soon and others will be picking up 
starters to put in. Our events are on hold 
for now, but the garden is still open as 
of this writing. We are one of the few 
clubs that has been able to remain open 
during the pandemic and we really hope 
to keep it that way. So, thank you all 
for keeping safe distances and wearing 
masks.

Unfortunately, we still need to re-
main closed to visitors, family mem-

Variety
The Casta del Sol Variety Club is 

hoping to be able to have a live perfor-
mance sometime in 2021 – perhaps in 
time for the December holidays. Until 
that time, look for announcements in 
case we do any virtual productions.

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our Singles group. Membership is free. 
In the past, the Casta Social Singles 
group met on the first Thursday of the 
month at 1 p.m. in the Heritage Room 
at Rec Ctr 2 for games and socializ-
ing, and on the third Thursday of the 
month at 1 p.m. at a local restaurant. 
Occasionally, we met for potlucks or 
other events. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, these activities have been 
curtailed until further notice.

We may be doing small group get-to-
gethers weekly at Rec Ctr 2. To find 
out more about these, please watch for 
emails from John Consoli and Fran 
Morgan. To join the group and get on 
our email list, or for more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Carlson at 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Our members enjoy performance 
arts. Some members love to perform 
– acting, singing, dancing, skits, com-
edy, playing instruments, etc. Other 
members support the on-stage talent by 
being in the stage crew, or helping with 
décor, refreshments, announcements, 
ticket sales, etc. When we resume, we 
encourage newcomers to join us and 
have tons of fun.

If you would like more information, 
contact Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195
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Vegetable Garden
Continued from page 18

Water Exercise
We have had a bit of polar bear 

weather lately, but with the pool heated 
to 86 degrees we get in anyway. Water 
Exercise starts at Pool 2, at 8 a.m. Mon-
day through Friday. The music accom-
panying the exercises starts at 8:45 a.m. 
and the workout is very enjoyable. It is 
a super way to keep your bones, joints, 
and muscles in good shape and have a 
great time too. We are currently limited 
to eight in the pool, but if you register in 
the office, pay $5 for the year, and sign 
our waiver form, we can put you on the 
roster. Join us, make some friends, have 
some laughs, and help your fitness at 
the same time.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members have 

managed to remain active through 
2020 and into 2021, trying to survive 
COVID-19. We meet each Monday 
at an outside location. We review any 
Casta del Sol resident requests for our 
woodworking talents, such as simple 
repairs on small pieces of wood fur-
niture or constructing small projects 
that we can take care of by using the 
space and woodworking tools in our 
garages. While most members have 
received their COVID-19 vaccines, we 
still observe the six-foot distancing and 
wear masks.

We have completed many small 
repair projects along with refinishing 
most of the area identification signs in 
the Heritage Garden that have sun and 
weather damage. One of our members 
constructed a multiple tennis racket 
holder made of wood for members of 
the tennis club.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766

Chippers (golf)
Warm greetings to all Casta del Sol 

residents. We are sad to report the 
passing of Doris Sonntag on January 
24. She and her husband Les kept the 
Chippers going for many years. Our 
sympathy to Les and his family.

The Golf Chippers will meet again 
one sunny Saturday morning as soon 
as the coast is clear. All residents are 
welcome to participate in this golf 
chipping activity. Some of you have 
recently taken up golf, so get those 
wedges ready to play. Those unfamiliar 
with our activity may call me to get 
basic information.

New residents are welcome to par-
ticipate. We meet at the golf practice 
area of Rec Ctr 2 and hit golf balls at 
18 interesting targets. We changed our 
structure and now charge only $5 per 
person for each event with no annual 
dues. It seems more equitable to use 
this format. See you soon.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

Lawn Bowling
A message from Lawn Bowling 

President Gary Everson: “We miss 
seeing all of your bright and happy 
faces.” That is certainly true, and we 
look forward to the time when we can Continued on page 20

bers, and friends. If anyone has any 
suggestions or ideas for the club this 
year, I can be reached by email at 
JeffPerrinRealtor@gmail.com.

Stay safe and happy gardening!
Jeff Perrin, (714) 969-9666

have tournaments, pizzas, and Ann 
Loranger desserts.

As we await that time, let us educate 
newer players. One definition of bowls: 
Mysterious and ancient game played 
by people old enough to know better, 
using balls carefully designed to go in 
the wrong direction.

For all newcomers and old-timers, 
let us close with the Selector’s Prayer: 
Blessed are they who can play sport. 
Blessed are they who can still be taught. 
Blessed are they who accept with grace, 
to play in any selected place. (author 
unknown).

Sondra Nelson, 290-4298

Men’s Golf
Even though we are playing with a 

modified tee time process and more of 
an individual or twosome game sched-
ule due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
we are still playing each Wednesday. 
Since December we have also added 
four new members to our roster. We 
now have a total of 82 members. How-
ever, we now have only 28 members 
who are Casta del Sol residents. The 
SCGA club rules require that we open 
our membership to anyone who is 55 
years of age or older so we continue to 
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Men’s Golf
Continued from page 19

Tennis
The long-awaited tennis court lights 

were recently installed. They will be a 
wonderful complement to the overall 
tennis program, particularly during the 
warm summer months. In the mean-
time, the tennis club will be adding 
a Wednesday evening round-robin 
session from 6:30 to 8 p.m. We will 
continue to hold round-robin open 
sessions on Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings from 8 to 10 a.m. We are 
also continuing to hold ball machine 
practice sessions on Mondays from 8 to 
9:30 a.m. All of these group activities 
will reflect the most recent COVID-19 
related protocols.

Paddle Tennis
We are hopeful that life as it was 

before the pandemic will return some-
time this year. We hope that brings 
more people out to play paddle tennis. 
Thank you to all who have been playing 
these last few months and observing 
the guidelines. It is very important to 
wear masks when leaving and entering 
the courts. Courts are only open to res-
idents who have signed the COVID-19 
waiver. On Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, the courts are open from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
the hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Sat-

Pickleball
The new court lights have been in-

stalled. Now that we have great new 
lights and newly painted court lines, 
we really have no more excuses for 
less than stellar play!

We are currently reserving the pickle-
ball courts on Monday and Wednesday 
from 4 to 7 p.m., and Friday from 9 
to 11 a.m. We have paddles and balls 
available for new players to use, and 
newcomers are always welcome. If 
there are more than four players per 
court, the fifth person must wait out-
side the courts, social distance on the 

urdays and Sundays, the hours are 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Signup sheets are on the bulletin 
board at the courts. Players can sign 
up starting at 7 a.m. up to four days 
in advance.

The Paddle Tennis Club yearly dues 
of $10 are being collected at the Rec 
Ctr 1 office. Members should pay their 
dues by March 1.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

City Highlights

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

Norman Murray Center
March Happenings
Information for this article was taken 
from the Murray Memo.

Volunteer Action for Aging’s 
Friendly Caller Program will match 
you with someone for a weekly social 
call to discuss happenings in your life, 
share stories, and enjoy one another’s 
company. This is an opportunity to 
safely enjoy socializing and get to 
know someone new. Volunteers com-
plete training and pass a background 
check. Contact Brianne Ellsworth, 
Volunteer Engagement Specialist, at 
562-637-7231.

AARP Tax Preparation Services 
is offering tax preparation services for 
Tax Year 2020. Appointments may be 
made Monday through Friday between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. by calling 470-3062. 
A confirmation email will be sent with 
the instructions regarding required 
documents. Please, only schedule an 
appointment if you have all 2020 tax 
documents in hand. The tax team will 
operate under an IRS/AARP-approved 
minimal contact model which requires 
the client to pre-package all required 
documentation, submit it to our Client 
Facilitator at the Murray Center at the 

appointment time, and wait remotely 
onsite for completion of the return. 
Expected completion time is 45 to 75 
minutes, depending on the complexity 
of the return. The client will need to 
provide proof of identification (driv-
er’s license/passport) and copies of 
Social Security cards for everyone on 
the return.

You may call the Murray Center at 
470-3062 for help in registering for the 
online classes below. Registration for 
online classes ends at 5 p.m. the day 
before the class. All classes are taught 
via Zoom.

Terrific Tomatoes are easier to grow 
than you think. Whether you are a 
novice or a pro, you will enjoy learning 
about growing your own tomatoes. OC 
Master Gardeners, Thursday, March 4, 
10 a.m. to noon. Course #79230. Free.

Vitamin D and COVID-19: What 
Does the Science Say? This presen-
tation by Bill Lui will discuss why 
scientists think that Vitamin D may 
be useful for the prevention or treat-
ment of COVID-19. In the meantime, 
experts agree that the best practices 
during this pandemic include wearing 
a mask, social distancing, frequent and 
proper hand washing, and receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Tuesday, March 

At the January 26 City Council meet-
ing, a resolution was approved support-
ing the efforts of other California cities 
to strengthen local control of such areas 
as zoning, housing, and land use vs. 
the centralized control currently being 
exercised by the state government. 
The Council also discussed the city’s 
inability to regulate street vendors due 
to protections afforded those vendors 
by state law.

Results of the city’s grant program 
for smaller local businesses were 

reported: 27 grants were given, aver-
aging $18,000 each. At its February 9 
meeting, the Council approved an addi-
tional $350,000 for grants to qualifying 
businesses whose applications were not 
funded in the earlier distribution.

 Council Member Brian Goodell not-
ed that the Orange County Transporta-
tion Authority is projecting a 125,000 
population increase in the south Orange 
County region within the next 20 years, 
and has embarked on a study of all 
aspects of the area’s transportation.

Mission Viejo residents are being 
offered the opportunity to reserve tee 
times at Oso Creek Golf Course some-
what earlier than non-residents under 
a new program announced in January. 
Details are available at osocreekgolf.
com.

16, 10 a.m. to noon. Course #71176. 
Free.

Planning Balanced Meals using 
Whole Foods will show you how to 
easily cook with healthy foods and 
balance your meal planning. Wednes-
day, March 24, 10 to 11 a.m. Course 
#79040. Free.

get Mission Viejo residents who want 
to join our club and play at the Oso 
Creek Golf Course.

If you would like to join our Senior 
Men’s Golf Club, please contact our 
membership chairman Bill Riethmeier 
at 770-7022. We are always looking for 
more Casta golfers.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

marked spots, and be wearing a mask 
until it is their turn to play.

 Please support your club by paying 
your $10 dues for 2021. Checks may be 
dropped off at Rec Ctr 1 or given to a 
club officer. If you have any questions 
about pickleball, please contact Metty 
Thomason at (714) 325-3526, or Donna 
Guild at 446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

We would like to thank all those who 
participated in our recent Tennis Club 
survey which provided very useful 
feedback for enhancing both our tennis 
and social (post-Covid-19) programs.

On a sadder note, we extend our con-
dolences to the family of Steve Deer-
ing, a longtime Tennis Club member, 
who recently passed away.

Roger Gyger, (630) 430-9045

Eblasts
Do you sometimes feel left out? 

Confused? Not knowing what to 
do? Well, we have a solution for 
that. Sign up for eblasts from Casta 
del Sol. These eblasts cover any-
thing and everything that happens, 
or is going to happen, in Casta. 
You will be in-the-know and able 
to help friends and neighbors when 
they feel left out. You can sign up 
for eblasts by contacting Valerie 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com. 
The eblasts are also on the Casta 
website, www.castadelsol.com, so 
there is no need for you to ever feel 
left out again.
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the April issue.

IN MEMORIAM
Everette Parker
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I had no qualms about getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine. As soon as the 
state opened up the COVID-19 vaccine 
appointments to those 65 and over on 
January 13, I sprang into action. I had 
already done my due diligence. I had 
four relatives in the Phase 3 Pfizer tri-
als, including a pharmacist. I listened to 
podcasts, informative lectures, and read 

scores of articles. So, I was informed 
and excited.

Once I was eligible, I immediate-
ly signed up on the Orange County 
website, othena.com. Then the saga 
began. For weeks I consistently saw 
the frustrating message that I was in 
the waiting room. I took myriads of 
advice from friends – wait for an email, 
log on early in the morning, log on late 

By Debra Friedman

at night, use the app, use the website... 
I became envious of all my eligible 
friends getting appointments.

Determined to be proactive, I con-
ducted further research and gleaned 
guidance from friends on Facebook, 
neighbors on the NextDoor app, class-
mates in my online classes, and those 
in my community. I tried other web-
sites including myturn, UCI, CalVax, 
Mission Hospital, Kaiser, and the San 
Diego County Department of Health. 
Typically, there were no appointments, 
or I did not qualify. I spoke to repre-
sentatives at some of these locations 
and begged, but to no avail. I found, 
however, there were appointments in 
downtown San Diego and was willing 
to take the drive. After all, what was 
another six hours’ worth of driving 
after I already spent about 40 hours 
on this whole endeavor? Fortunately, 

due to the pandemic and the closure 
of many activities, I had lots of time 
on my hands.

Although I knew there was a shortage 
in the supply of vaccines, I felt that in 
the luck of the draw, my number had 
not come up. Three weeks after I was 
unsuccessful with those various web-
sites, I finally uncovered a circuitous 
route and scheduled a mid-February 
appointment through my health care 
provider at a local hospital. Two days 
later, the othena.com website came 
through and the next day, January 31, 
I received the vaccine at SOKA Uni-
versity. What a well-organized efficient 
process it was. The follow-up for the 
second appointment was effectively 
communicated too. I am looking for-
ward to getting back to a close to nor-
mal life. And my advice to others is to 
be more patient than I was.
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


