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President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

As I worked 
in my vegetable 
garden, I  was 
asked by a fellow 
gardener if I was 
aware of any resident in Casta del 
Sol that had contracted COVID-19. 
My short answer reply was no. 
There is truly no way of knowing 
if a resident has or had the virus 
unless that resident contacts the 
management offices at Rec Ctr 1 
and informs a management team 
member. Community associations 
are not governed by the often-cit-
ed HIPAA rulings which prohibit 
health providers from disclosing 
medical information without patient 
permission. However, HOAs must 
be vigilant to community needs. 
Associations should consider if 
they were to publish the identity of 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager

Casta Rules and 
Regulations/
Architectural 
Guideline Updates

At the January 21, 2021 Board 
meeting, the Board of Directors 
approved distributing proposed 
changes of the Casta del Sol Rules 
and Regulations and the Architec-
tural Guidelines to membership 
for review and comments. The 
proposed new and/or amended 
documents will be distributed to 
membership by mail, except in 
the case where homeowners have 
opted in for electronic notification. 
For homeowners who opted for 
the electronic notification, they 
will receive an email version of 
all proposed changes from staff. 
The mailing should be received 
by residents by the beginning of 

Continued on page 8 Continued on page 6

When it comes to keeping our facil-
ities at Casta del Sol functional, 

safe, and up to date it helps to have 
knowledge of business, construction, 
or budget and finance. Luckily for us 
at Casta, Marci Taylor Smith, the new 
chair of the Facilities Committee, has 
experience in all these areas.

At the age of 26 she built her own 
5,000-square-foot restaurant in Costa 
Mesa. She was an active participant as 
her parents built a 10,000-square-foot 
home on Lake Mission Viejo. When 
she and her husband, Kevin, moved 
here in 2016, she supervised the gutting 
and complete remodeling of the house 
in which they now live.

After Marci sold her restaurant, she 
obtained a real estate license. Shortly 
thereafter, she went to work for a fran-
chisor of a national business brokerage 
company. After selling that company, 
she became an agent helping people 

Editor’s note: The following informa-
tion is provided as a public service 
about an issue of importance to the 
community. The writer is providing this 
information based on her training and 
many years of experience as a medical 
professional.

The new vaccines released recently 
to inoculate against the COVID-19 

virus have been widely covered in news 
reports. However, much of the news 
has been incomplete or confusing. 
The following information is offered 
to explain how these vaccines work.

The mRNA (messenger Ribonucleic 
acid) vaccines (Pfizer and Moderna) 
both work by alerting the immune 
system to a protein that is part of the 
COVID-19 virus. Our immune system 
attacks anything that is foreign. When 
the scientists looked at COVID-19 
DNA, they noticed a protein that is 
part of the virus. The scientists isolated 
it and made up an mRNA version of 

the protein, which is the vaccine. The 
vaccine does not contain any actual 
virus. It only contains instructions on 
how to make the protein. The body 
sees instructions on a new protein and 
makes the protein. When the immune 
system does not recognize the protein, 
it launches a war against it, which it 
sees as a foreign invader. None of this 
is noticeable except for the vaccine’s 
possible side effects of fever, chills, 
and muscle aches while your immune 
system is destroying the protein. From 
then on, your memory cells remember 
that protein and destroy it next time 
they see it.

If, and when, COVID-19 enters your 
body, your immune system recognizes 
the protein that accompanies the virus. 
Your memory cells use its natural im-
mune system to launch an all-out war 
using the mRNA memory quickly and 
effectively from the protein to destroy 

buy and sell businesses. She was also a 
consultant for a nation-wide residential 
real estate franchisor.

Marci has deep roots in Casta. She 
first visited the community in 1985 
when her grandparents moved here. 
Her parents later moved here and 
have lived here for 20 years. She and 
Kevin have lived here for four years. 
They hope their kids will continue the 

If you are lucky enough to live on 
Calle Valdes near Gate 4, you are 

one of the Casta del Sol residents who 
is given a daily piano concert by Karen 
Legome. Every morning, Karen opens 
her door, sits at her grand piano and 
plays for approximately a half hour, 
to the delight of those within hearing 
distance.

Growing up in Hempstead, New 
York, Karen always loved the sound of 
the piano. She begged her mom for pia-
no lessons. When she was 12, her mom 
gave in. Not only did Karen enjoy the 
lessons, she actually practiced an hour 
each morning before school. She says 
the piano is like a second heart to her. 
She also admits that, when her three 
children were small, playing Clair de 
Lune helped her keep her sanity.

For five summers Karen went to 
Interlochen music camp in Michigan. 
Therefore, it was natural for her to at-
tend the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor where she received bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in music. After 
graduation, she taught music in ele-
mentary schools in Monroe, Michigan.

 

We Need
Your Help
Please see the neon green 
Courier survey insert.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 22 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 22

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

Medical Alert
Residents and their guests 
cannot park in cul-de-sacs 
with no sidewalks per Casta 
del Sol rules.  Medical, fire 
and other emergency ve-
hicles need easy and close 
access to the home with a 
medical emergency

Report Mosquito
Activity
Every year it is important to 
be aware of mosquito breed-
ing areas. You should check 
around your home for stand-
ing water and remove it. Also, 
please report mosquito activ-
ity to the OC Vector Control 
at 654-2412.
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Property Information & Maps
Sometimes homeowners ask me 

about property information. Home lot 
lines versus common areas are import-
ant when homeowners are constructing 
patios, driveways, or other improve-
ments to the property. The reason is 
that no homeowner can encroach into 
the common area. The Orange County 
Assessor’s Department offers informa-
tion on parcel maps and certifications 
at the Assessor Public Service Center 
for a reasonable fee. Call 714-834-
2727, or go to https://www.ocgov.com/
gov/assessor. The maps are used for 
determining property taxes but can be 
a benefit when considering property 
improvements.

an infected resident, it may discourage 
other residents in the community from 
coming forward to identify themselves. 

A recent Courier article has ad-
dressed the 2021 Board of Directors 
election process and timeline. In 2019, 
Senate Bill 323 was passed changing 
the face of HOA elections. Listed be-
low are some of the bill’s highlights. 

Election Rules: All associations 
are required to adopt election rules 
that comply with the requirements 
contained in the Davis-Stirling Act, 
including the fairly complicated pro-
cedures imposed by SB 323. Election 
rules must:

• Address nomination procedures

• Specify candidate qualifications

• Establish voter and candidate lists

•  Specify voting power of each mem-
bership

•  Specify a method of selecting inde-
pendent third parties as inspectors of 
election

•  Allow the inspector to appoint and 
oversee additional persons to verify 
signatures and tabulate votes

•  Allow equal access to association 
media during campaigns

•  Ensure access to common area meet-
ing space during campaigns

• Establish secret balloting procedures

• Address the use of proxies 

•  Require retention of election materi-
als

Let me change up this article and 
have some fun. Do you know the 
meaning behind your street name? This 
month’s street name is Albeniz. The 
March Courier article will have some 
basic information about Albeniz. As 
always, social distance, wear a mask, 
and most importantly, be safe. You 
can contact me at CDSBODMTGS@
gmail.com.

February. The Board of Directors will 
hear homeowner comments on the 
proposed changes at all Board meetings 
between February 4 and March 18. 
Following the anticipated March 18 
Board approval, the final rules will be 
sent to homeowners by mail or email. 
All Board approved changes will also 
be added to the 2021 Casta del Sol 
Homeowners’ Telephone Directory.

If you have any suggested additions 
or deletions to either of the documents, 
please provide your suggestions in 
writing to management or attend a 
Board meeting and make your com-
ments directly to the Board. All sug-
gestions will be provided to the Board 
of Directors for review and possible 
inclusion in the documents.

Live-In Care Provider
As an age-restricted community pur-

suant to California Civil Code Section 
51.3, residency by persons under 55 
years of age is generally prohibited. 
However, Section 51.3 permits resi-
dents of an age-restricted community 
to have live-in care providers, should 
they meet certain qualifications.

A resident wishing to have a live-in 
care provider must obtain prior approv-
al from the General Manager. Such 
approval is usually given for thirty days 
or a specified longer period based upon 
satisfactory information submitted. The 
resident must submit a completed Care 
Provider Certification form that can be 
picked up at Rec Ctr 1. The certification 
form must clearly describe the nature of 
the illness or disability, the time period 
during which the illness is expected to 
last, specific information about the care 
services to be provided to the resident, 
and a signature from the resident’s 
physician.

If you have a live-in care provider 
and have yet to register the provider, 
please come to the clubhouse and pick 
up the required Care Provider Certifi-
cation form immediately. Temporary 
residence by anyone not qualifying to 
live in Casta del Sol is not permitted 
for more than 60 days in any 12-month 
period.

To best protect you and your loved 
ones, it is always a good practice to 
consider references and perform back-
ground checks when hiring a caregiver. 
Do your best to be sure the person 
opening your mail is trustworthy and 
sharing it with you, the resident. In the 
recent past, there have been some care 
providers receiving traffic violations 
and the Board is unsure if the resident 
even knew about the violation.

While property lines are important, 
homeowners must receive approval 
from the Architectural Committee 
prior to any project outside the home. 
If approval is granted and irrigation 
is within the limits of construction, 
owners should call the HOA landscape 
contractor PWLC1 at 583-2705 at least 
10 days prior to the start of work so that 
they can inspect the area. All costs to 
modify irrigation are the responsibility 
of the homeowner.
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Continued on page 10

**This is an abridged version of the December 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 
For the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out announcing the Board meeting.

December Treasurer’s Report
January 21, 2021

Total HOA Assets as of December 31, 2020 are $4,980,851.79, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of December 31 is $999,579.90. This balance includes 
$242,046.80 of cash, $454,783.10 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $300,000 invested in three CDs (interest rates 1.55-1.60%). The decrease 
in cash from the prior month is the result of payments of reserve items of which 
the cash has not been transferred from Reserves to operating cash.

Reserve Cash as of December 31 is $3,768,445.20. This balance is made up 
of $1,458,116.92 invested in a money market account, $2,400,000 invested 
in twelve CDs (interest rates .05-2.60%) and a “due to” operating cash of 
$95,548.79. During the month of December there were no CD transactions.
Capital Fund balance as of December 31 is $76,700.55. The fund increases 
$1,927 per month by budgeting $1 per month per residence plus interest. 
During December we purchased a camera ($6,363.08) for the Vista Room that 
will enable us to broadcast meetings using Zoom once we get back to meet-
ing in person. The approved Capital Fund for 2020 is $274,404.24 of which 
$191,340.51 is unfunded.

Total Outstanding Accounts Receivable as of December 31 is $48,736.32. 
This is a decrease of 7.40% from the prior month. In an effort to prepare for 
the possibility of future uncollectible debts we are adjusting the bad debt re-
serve monthly rather than quarterly as it was done in the past and the reserve 
currently stands at $37,281.20. The change was made to compensate for the 
hard times that have impacted the country as a result of COVID-19. It should 
also be noted that currently 76.5% of the outstanding receivables are past due, 
this figure has been increasing.

Income:
The budget overage is mainly the result of unbudgeted interest income. During 
the month of December, we also recorded the receipt of $100,000 from the 
water district as a rebate for the installation of our irrigation system control-
lers that was completed earlier in the year. This rebate has been transferred to 
Reserve Cash.

General & Administrative:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of December 
31 with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget.
•  Bad Debt Expense is $18,301.93 of which $3,301.93 is over budget as a 

result of increased monthly accrual.
•  Office Supplies/Equipment is $16,686.23 of which $7,686.23 is over bud-

get. The overage is mainly the result of the purchase of five staff computers. 
This purchase did not qualify as capital or reserve expense because of the 
cost of each separate system.

•  Records Storage is $5,598.75, which is an unbudgeted expense to complete 
a 2019 project.

•  COVID-19 Expense is $6,393.53, which is an unbudgeted expense. 
COVID-19 expense is actually closer to $45,000 when you include overtime 
and temp help, which are accounted for separately.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of December 
31 with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget.
•  Erosion Hardscape is $7,571 of which $1,071 is over budget. As we end 

the year, this account is 116.48% of the annual budget.
•  Irrigation Modification/Retrofit is $51,551.49 of which $5,551.49 is over 

budget. As we end the year, this account is 112.07% of the annual budget.

•  Tree Removal is $141,545.09 of which $46,545.09 is over budget. As we 
end the year, this account is 148.99% of the annual budget. The overage is 
related to unplanned tree removals that were done at the recommendation 
of our arborist for safety reasons.

•  Mature Tree Prune is $233,302.81 of which $53,302.81 is over budget. 
As we end the year, this account is 129.61% of the annual budget. $45,654 
of the overage was planned as 200 trees were moved from the 2021 plan to 
2020.

Board Meeting Highlights
January 21, 2021

The Board:
•  Approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as presented. (See 

Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 
due to COVID-19, Version 7, moving back to Stage 2. All indoor activities 
such as billiards, ceramics, and shuffleboard along with the library curbside 
service and use of the Rec Ctr 1 locker rooms have been temporarily suspend-
ed for any resident use. Further limits resident usage in the Administration 
and Recreation offices.

•  Approved the proposed new and/or amended rules to the Casta del Sol 
Architectural Standards and Guidelines including changing the name of the 
document, and authorizes those specific substantive new and/or amended 
rules for distribution to the membership notifying them that the Board of 
Directors will hear homeowner comments at all Board meetings between 
February 4 through March 18, 2021.

•  Approved the proposed new and/or amended rules to the Casta del Sol 
Rules and Regulations and authorizes those specific substantive new and/
or amended rules for distribution to the membership notifying them that the 
Board of Directors will hear homeowner comments at all Board meetings 
between February 4 through March 18, 2021.

•  Approved mailing out proposed Architectural Standards and Guidelines as 
a final with no redlines, pending Board final approval in March to save on 
mailing fees.

•  Approved a process allowing the Election Committee, in coordination with 
Homeowner Association Management Staff and the Election Committee 
Board Liaison, to create and publish the various State Civil Code and 
Association Operating Rules required General Notices at least 30 days in 
advance of specified Election milestones (monthly reports to be provided).

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) to repair the 
sewer lines at 28253 Las Casas and 27762 Via Sarasate due to common area 
tree roots for clearing, hydro-jetting, and relining the lines, and installing 
new cleanouts for a total of $13,415.

General Manager Josh Hodosh reported:
•  There are 34 delinquencies totaling $41,726.22 and two properties recom-

mended to proceed to request filing liens.

Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported:
• The Street Tree Project on Zarza will begin in February.

Assistant General Manager Alex Banegas reported:
•  Bids for the 2021 paint project will be presented at the February board 

meeting. There will be 256 homes painted this year.
•  The new Powerstone website has launched at castdelsol.com. If residents 

had an account for the previous website, their user IDs and passwords will 
be good for the new website. The website is still a work in progress. If 
residents have problems or suggestions, please contact Alex at abanegas@
powerstone.com.

Recreation director Valerie Hanich reported:
•  Residents have until the end of February to submit their completed age 

verification forms.
•  Staff will continue to issue transponders for new vehicles by appointment. 

Residents are reminded to wait until they receive a permanent vehicle reg-
istration and plates before calling the office to set up an appointment.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on February 
18 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be held on 
February 4 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair
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Marci Taylor Smith, New Chair of Facilities Committee
Continued from page 1

Casta Age Verification Document is Due
By Valerie Hanich, Recreation Director

The Age Verification process began 
in January and is due by February 26, 
2021. This process is a requirement 
every two years by law, which allows 
Casta del Sol to retain its 55 and older 
community status. This year’s process 
is different from years past since we do 
not need to issue new decals or tran-
sponders for each vehicle. No appoint-
ments are necessary and no waiting in 
lines; just fill out the form and bring it 
to the clubhouse.

In the January Courier we inserted 
a light blue age verification sheet, and 
we are asking you to fill it out and 
bring it down to the Rec Ctr 1 office 
during business hours or place it in the 
black locked mailbox outside the Fiesta 
Building. If you didn’t receive it, don’t 
worry; we have copies available at Rec 
Ctr 1 that are ready for pick up.

The 2021-2022 Age Verification 
form should be submitted along with a 

copy of the qualifying resident’s driv-
er’s license, birth certificate, passport, 
etc. Only one proof of age is required. 
We will also have a bright green Emer-
gency Contact form inserted for resi-
dents to update their emergency contact 
information. Please make sure you read 
and complete the forms correctly. That 
way we do not have to call you to make 
corrections. If you need any copies, our 
office staff can assist you. If you do not 

return these documents by February 
26, the Board may consider turning 
off resident transponder access, or you 
may face a fine. Thank you for your 
assistance in helping make this year’s 
Age Verification run smoothly. If you 
have any questions, you can email me 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com or 
call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 455-4681, 
and staff will be happy to answer your 
questions.

tradition, moving into Casta when they 
are an appropriate age.

Marci learned how Casta operates as 
she served on the Budget and Finance 
Committee, the Greenbelt Committee, 
the Facilities Committee and as presi-
dent of the Paddle Tennis Club.

She feels the Facilities Committee 
has an obligation to maintain what we 
have and to ensure that any changes are 
an upgrade. She is not looking to get 
rid of anything, but rather make what 
we have better.

Marci loves the sense of community 
in Casta. She wants to lend a hand and 
give it the love and attention it needs 
today so we can all enjoy it now and 
help keep it strong and healthy for 
generations to come.
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Karen Legome, the Piano Lady of Casta del Sol
Continued from page 1

 

Election Committee Notice
By Bill Burfeind, Election Committee Chair

Your Election Committee is committed to holding a smooth election in 
June to select directors for the Casta del Sol Board in 2021. Only 1927 
ballots will be mailed to our owner-members and each returned ballot will 
be certified before tabulation. Any member will have the opportunity to 
observe the tabulation.

Look for more details in the March Courier.

Relocating to California, she took 
classes at University of California, Ir-
vine to obtain her teaching credential. 
She taught music in every school in 
Saddleback Unified School District. 
Her last assignment was as professional 
accompanist at El Toro High School. 
As part of that job, she went to music 
festivals throughout the United States, 
accompanying the students as they 
performed.

Even on vacation, she could not stay 
away from the piano. While on a river 
cruise, she played in the ship’s lounge 
and at a restaurant in one of the towns 
featured on an excursion.

Karen is also an accomplished singer. 
She toured with the Chapman Universi-
ty Master Chorale, singing and visiting 
Australia, England, Berlin, Italy, Spain 
and China where with the Chorale 
she performed in the Forbidden City 
Concert Hall.

Karen visited Casta del Sol to accom-
pany the students when they performed 
for Las Damas. During these visits, she 
decided that someday she wanted to 
live in Casta. That day occurred five 
years ago when she moved into Casta.
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COVID-19 Vaccines
Continued from page 1

Maintenance
Report
Alex Banegas,
Assistant General 
Manager

 On behalf of our 
staff, we want to 
thank those of you that use the recre-
ation facilities for maintaining social 
distancing, wearing a mask, and sani-
tizing areas after use when appropriate. 
When the community comes together, 
every little bit helps to maintain a safe 
and healthy environment.

I want to highlight maintenance 
projects from the last quarter of 2020. 
The Board-approved spike strips re-
placement at Gates 1 and 4 was com-
pleted in December 2020. To prevent 
tire damage, please slow down as you 
exit through the gates. As directed by 
the Tennis and Pickleball Clubs, the 
Maintenance Team painted the blue 
lines on Court 2. The blue lines now 
enhance the visibility of the court, es-
pecially during night use. We continue 
to repair mailbox posts and mailboxes. 
If you have a mailbox post or mailbox 
that needs inspection or repair, please 
call us for service.

The painting project will be brought 
to the Board for approval in the next 
month. 256 homes are scheduled to be 
painted on Alava, Borgona, Buena Vis-
ta, Calle Alonzo, El Greco, Espinoza, 
Las Casas, Nebrija, Via Rodrigo, Via 
Tirso, and Via Torroba. We will be 
providing additional information on 
the project once it is finalized.

Our new website is now available. It 
is user-friendly and easier to navigate. 
You can log in to access your account, 
see private requested forms and docu-
ments, newsletters, etc. Registration 
is required. To register, you will need 
your account number, which is located 
on your coupon statements. Current 
Powerstone account holders will not 

need to register. We will continue to 
enhance the website adding informa-
tion that will help prospective and 
current residents. If you need help with 
registration or have trouble logging in, 
please call us for assistance.

Visit us at http://castadelsol.power 
stonepm.com

On behalf of the Maintenance/Cus-
todial Team, Lando and I wish you 
good health.

Alex Banegas
Assistant General Manager

abanegas@powerstonepm.com
455-4671

Lando Fajardo
Maintenance Coordinator

lfajardo@powerstonepm.com
215-3146

Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

February 2021

Atarian, Bijan ...................................28191 Zurburan .......... (714) 257-8970
 Henderson, NV
Barrett, Judith ...................................27656 Via Rodrigo ..... (702) 680-7644
 Las Vegas, NV
Clifton, Sheri ....................................28042 Via Chocano ..............813-1586
 Aliso Viejo, CA
Connor, Kathy ..................................28094 Espinoza ........... (714) 749-7785
 Huntington Beach, CA
Cook, Jimmy ....................................28081 Via Enriquez .... (714) 318-1450
 Huntington Beach, CA
DeSantis, Kathleen ...........................28292 Yanez .........................291-8791
 Mission Viejo, CA
Fletcher, Larry & Clare ....................Unlisted .................................458-0808
 Laguna Hills, CA
McDonald, Annie .............................27871 Espinoza ........... (310) 346-7427
 Rolling Hills, CA
Villemaire, Marc & Lynne ...............Unlisted .................................454-8743
 Aliso Viejo, CA
Viotto, Dan & Karen ........................23393 El Greco ........... (512) 466-8030
 Huntington Beach, CA

Directory change

Cabaniss, Annie ...............................23416 Villena........................637-7653

Smith, Susan ....................................Unlisted  ...................... (714) 349-9555

the virus before it can take hold, repli-
cate, and make you sick.

For more information about the 
COVID-19 vaccines, consult your 
health-care provider.
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•  Seasonal Planting is $150,076.14 of which $30,076.10 is over budget. 
As we end the year, this account is 125.06% of the annual budget.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of Decem-
ber 31 with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:
•  Pool Supplies/Chemicals is $11,199.55 of which $1,199.55 is over 

budget. As we end the year, this account is 112% of the annual budget. 
This increase is mainly related to chemicals needed when the pools were 
re-opened as well as price increases.

•  Equipment & Supplies is $9,236.98 of which $3,636.98 is over budget. 
As we end the year, this account is 165.95% of the annual budget. This 
overage is mainly the result of costs related to setting up offices for new 
employees.

•  Building Repairs & Maintenance is $24,184.31 of which $6,684.31 is 
over budget. As we end the year, this account is 138.2% of budget. This 
overage is mainly the result of catch up maintenance that was performed 
during the shutdown when most of the facilities were not being used.

•  Salaries/Related – Custodial is $115,710.40 of which $4,456.40 is over 
budget. As we end the year, this account is 104.01% of the annual budget. 
The increase is related to increased workload from COVID-19. Currently 
these positions are rotating so that we have cleaning coverage seven days 
a week.

Repairs & Maintenance:
The following accounts in this category are over budget as of December 31:
•  Rodent Contract is $37,272 of which $6,272 is over budget. As of the end 

of the year, this account is 120.23% of the annual budget. This overage is 
related to the startup of a new contractor and an increase in the monthly 
rate.

•  Pest Control-Wasp/Bees/Swallows is $2,365 of which $1,500 is over 
budget. As we end the year, this account is 157.67% of the annual budget. 
The overage is related to more bee removals than were expected.

•  Salaries/Related – Maintenance is $166,987.58 of which $31,907.58 
is over budget. Most of the increase is related to increased workload and 
the addition of an employee as a result of COVID-19.

Traffic Control:
All of the accounts in this category are at or under budget as of December 31.

Utilities:
The following accounts in this category are over budget as of December 31:
•  Water is $937,383.12 of which $68,011.12 is over budget. As we end 

the year, this account is 107.82% of the annual budget.
•  Telephone is $23,966.80 of which $5,966.80 is over budget. As we end 

the year, this account is 133.13% of the annual budget. The overage is 
mostly related to unbudgeted taxes and fees.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $234,729.92 of which $4,729.92 is over 
budget. The overage is the result of a price increase from the vendor.

Treasurer’s Comments:
We have ended the year with a surplus of $47,231.26. Also, the end of the 

year finds us with ending Reserve Cash of $268,521.75 more than projected 
in the 2020 Reserve Study. We also exceeded the Reserve Study interest by 
$13,925. All that is left to finalize the year is our annual audit, which will 
start shortly and will be completed by the end of February. It is important 
to remember that the numbers on this report are preliminary and will be 
finalized during the audit.

The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of December 
31, 2020 are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the 
Board’s review and acceptance. Once accepted by the Board, these reports 
will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

December Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3
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Continued on page 14Budget and Finance
The Budget and Finance Committee 

continues to review the December 
financial statements and year-end 
adjustments since many December 
invoices are received in the months 
after year-end.

As of November 30, the 2020 surplus 
was $101,000, but it will be modified 
by December invoices and adjustments. 
The committee will make a recom-
mendation to the Board of Directors 
as to where the surplus funds should be 
applied (capital, reserves or operating).

In preliminary review of the Casta 
del Sol financials, the reserve and in-
terest levels will satisfy the beginning 
funding levels required by the 2021 
Reserve Study.

All residents are welcome to attend 
our meetings. The Budget and Finance 

Architectural
At the time of this writing, the Ar-

chitectural Committee was putting the 
finishing touches on our new docu-
ment, The Architectural Standards and 
Guidelines. As you are reading this, 
you should be close to receiving your 
copy for review. It is a completely new 
document. We took the old document, 
The Architectural Rules and Guide-
lines, looked at every line, reorganized 
and reformatted it to make it easier for 
you to read. We know you will love 
the fact that it is shorter. We added a 
few more directives in the introduction 
based on questions you often asked us. 
You will find that many of the rules 
or guidelines which existed before 
did not change, but in some cases, we 
have clarified the language, so it may 
seem new.

The document is in seven major sec-
tions, such as Exterior Construction, 
Patios, and Exterior Enhancements, 
to name a few. Within those sections 
are like topics so that as you look at 
Patios, everything you need to know 
about patios is in that section.

We have added some new guidelines 
which will allow you a few more per-
sonal touches that we did not allow 
before. You will find some of these new 
features in Exterior Enhancements, 
such as paint, awnings, and shutters.

The committee has worked tirelessly 
on this new document to give you an 
easy guide to the standards we all love 
and expect in Casta del Sol. We look 
forward to your positive feedback and 
approval.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Election
The Election Operating Rules were 

reviewed by the Election Committee 
and a few changes were recommended 
to the Board of Directors. Additional 
amendments were also provided by 
our association’s legal counsel. These 
changes were reviewed at the January 
7 Board workshop. The approved draft 
changes will be sent to all members 
for the required 28 days allowed for 
member comment. The Board will take 
comments at their February and March 
workshops and regular board meetings. 
The plan is to approve the rules at the 
March 18 Board meeting. The Election 
Committee will then move forward 
with the 2021 election.

The Election Committee met on 
January 20 to finalize the Board of 
Directors Candidate Application and a 
required General Notice covering the 
election process. The Candidate Ap-
plication is scheduled to be approved 
at the February 18 regular Board 
meeting and be available on March 1. 
The General Notice about submitting 
a Candidate Application will be posted 
on the Rec Ctr 1 bulletin board and on 
the website on February 26.

We will be filling three Board po-
sitions. The two-year terms of David 
Ankeny and Randy Gish will be ex-
piring. Also expiring is the temporary 
term of Becky Stetzel, who is filling the 
remainder of Ron Foglesong’s term. 
If you are interested in running for 
election to the Board, look for a more 
detailed article in the March Courier 
about being on the Board, filing an ap-
plication and submitting your resume.

If you are interested in being an Elec-
tion Committee member to help find 
candidates and manage the election 
process, please contact me.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Gish, Liaison

Facilities
Planning is underway for 2021. The 

Facilities Committee project groups are 
busy outlining the scope of work for 
two of our biggest projects this year: 
annual home painting and asphalt. We 
will be going out to bid and making 

Greenbelt
Maintaining a healthy urban forest 

in Casta del Sol is a priority for the 
Greenbelt Committee. To that end, the 
Association’s contract with Great Scott 
Tree Service to trim trees over 25 feet 
was recently renewed for five years; 
PWLC1 prunes trees under 25 feet. 
This continuous tree trimming allows 

Committee meets regularly on the third 
Monday of each month at 1 p.m. via 
Zoom. Because the February meeting 
is scheduled on a holiday, the meeting 
has been rescheduled to Wednesday, 
February 17 at 1 p.m. via Zoom.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336
Randy Thompson, Liaison 

recommendations to the Board of Di-
rectors (BoD) during the first quarter of 
the year on both projects. The Sports 
Venues Project Group will begin se-
lecting vendors and obtaining bids for 
court resurfacing and restriping to pres-
ent to the BoD for their consideration.

On January’s slate was the installa-
tion of proper court lighting on both 
the tennis and paddle tennis courts, and 
the use of those bulbs transferred to the 
parking lot and walkway areas at Rec 
Ctr 2. We believe our residents will 
enjoy the benefits of this added safety 
feature. Chain-link perimeter fencing 
along Jeronimo Road should be well 
underway. The slumpstone walls and 
wrought iron painting and repair proj-
ect is in the process of finalizing bids 
and, pending approval from the BoD, 
beginning work.

Also on the to-do list is the continued 
evaluation of the Recreation Centers 
with regards to Fitness Center and 
Lapidary space which were impacted 
during the Rec Ctr 1 restroom remod-
el. There are many ideas with varying 
financial, construction and community 
considerations. Please join our Zoom 
meetings at 9 a.m. on the 4th Thursday 
of each month.

Marci Smith, Chair, 394-9237
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

wind to move through the trees more 
easily, putting less stress on the root 
and branch systems. More damage and 
loss of trees would occur from wind-
storms if we did not have this program.

Casta’s trees are routinely surveyed 
for signs of problems, including inspec-
tions by outside arborists. A tree will be 
removed only if it meets one or more 
of the following criteria: diseased/
insect infestation, dead/dying, dense/
overcrowded, dangerous/damaging. 
Unfortunately, it seems that each year 
more and more mature trees meet 
these conditions. Too often these are 
trees that were planted in the wrong 
place by the developer and are now 
causing damage to sewer lines, patios, 
etc. Other problems include the Pine 
Bark Beetle and the Polyphagous Shot 
Hole Borer which are killing millions 
of trees all over California. In order to 
make up some lost ground, this year’s 
budget allows for the planting of 500 
new trees. The Committee has begun 
identifying locations for these trees, 
being mindful of the motto, the ap-
propriate tree in the appropriate spot.

The Greenbelt Committee meets via 
Zoom on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, 458-1034
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

Library
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:

A Promised Land, Barack Obama

Blind Vigil, Matt Coyle

Caste, Isabel Wilkerson

Daylight, David Baldacci
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - February 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  8

  9:30 a.m. Courier

  9

  9 a.m. Greenbelt

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                            Meeting

12:30 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance
  2 p.m. Election
                       Committee

  7

 27

 28

 14

 21

 19

  5

Valentine’s Day President’s Day

Groundhog Day

February
2021

10 a.m. Welcome 

  9 a.m. Facilities

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

  1   3

10 a.m. Library

  2

  1 p.m. Architectural  9 a.m. Traffic

  4

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

 10  11  13 12

  6
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Let’s Decorate Casta Contest Winners

During our Let’s Decorate Casta 
contest in December, 16 homes 

were vying for top prize in four catego-
ries during this annual competition for 
the best holiday dazzle. There were 15 
night view displays and one day time 
view (no lights) – a very first!

The Social Committee met via Zoom 
to view the videos of the entries and 
judge the winners. And the winners are:

Category 1: Reason for the Season

1st Place – Walter McCleary

2nd Place – Vern & Fran Sprankle

Category 2: Nostalgic/Traditional

1st Place – Kevin & Jeffrey Jennings

2nd Place – Kathy & Bob Smith

Category 3: Anything Goes

1st Place – Sara Henninger

2nd Place – Jan Barnett

Category 4: Overall Décor

1st Place – Bill & Mimi Burfeind

2nd Place – Mike Balzer & Vann Quinn

Thank you, entrants, for truly bright-
ening up our holidays. We hope to see 
all of you again next year with even 
more charm and creativity.

Category 1 Winner – Walter McCleary

Category 2 Winner – Kevin & Jeffrey Jennings

Category 4 Winner – Bill & Mimi BurfeindCategory 3 Winner – Sara Henninger

Article and photos by Kip Isbell
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Library
Continued from page 11

Travel
I wonder what Phil does when he 

pokes his head out on February 2? If 
he is smart, he will wear a mask and 
pop right back in his hole.

Nothing has changed. If anything, all 
seems to be getting worse. Hopefully, 
the vaccine will be available to us soon 

Traffic
The Traffic Committee is calling out 

to all residents using Gate 4 for enter-
ing or exiting the community. As you 
know, the spike strips were recently 
replaced at Gates 1 and 4. When exiting 
the community, please slow down to 
5-mph. When traveling over the spike 
strips at excessive speeds, there is a 
loud noise that disturbs the residents 
whose homes face the gate house. Let’s 
help our neighbors by slowing down 
when exiting the community.

The items discussed at the January 
meeting were cameras at gates, cul-
de-sac signs, revision to Traffic Rules 
& Regulations, need for crosswalks at 
various locations, and the fading color 
of stop signs. Several residents made 
suggestions regarding the various 
items. Residents also expressed their 
concern over the loud noise of vehicles 
driving over the spike strips at Gate 4.

Baby Boomers
The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 

Club is happy to inform our members 
that we are carrying over the 2020 dues 
to 2021. So, if you paid dues in 2020, 
we will honor that for 2021 with our 
thanks for your support.

Baby Boomers are renowned for 
entertaining and exhilarating parties 
with live music, plentiful dancing, and 
exceptional food. We enjoy offering a 
different theme each month which is 
reflected in our flyers, décor, cuisine, 
and attire. If you are just interested 
in delectable food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, 
you will enjoy our parties. Many of our 
members also love dancing. Our bands 
and musical performers play a range of 
music to suit different tastes in dancing.

Our parties will hopefully resume 
again in 2021. When we are given the 

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

Billiards
Casta has many new residents who 

haven’t had the opportunity to enjoy 
our great facilities. By great facilities 
of course, I mean our Billiards Room. 

There are a few terms that you ought 
to know before playing.

•  Bridge – The awkward, painful 
hand position that guides the cue 
in an unintended direction.

•  Cue  – That stick you use to poke 
at the balls.

•  Cue Ball – The white ball that 
seems to have a mind of its own.

Deadly Cross, James Patterson

Homeland Elegies, Ayad Akhtar

Nightshade, Anthony Horowitz

Piranesi, Susanna Clarke

Shed No Tears, Caz Frear

The Searcher, Tana French

This Was Hollywood,
 Carla Valderrama

Transcendent Kingdom, Yaa Gyasi

Writers & Lovers, Lily King

Are you considering getting in-
volved? Think about becoming a 
member of the Traffic Committee. This 
committee is responsible to the Board 
of Directors for observing conditions 
within Casta del Sol which affect the 
traffic flow and safety of the communi-
ty, its residents and Association prop-
erty, and for observing the activities 
of the traffic control contractor. No 
experience is required; only a desire 
to volunteer.

Join us for the next Traffic Commit-
tee meeting on Monday, February 1 at 
9 a.m. via Zoom. Access information 
along with a copy of the agenda will 
be sent out via eblast. Contact Nancy 
or Fred if you have any concerns or 
questions.

Nancy Cunningham,
Co-Chair, 350-3562

Fred Wilmott,
Co-Chair, 367-6671

David Ankeny, Liaison

Large Print:
Creatures, Crissy Van Meter

Dark Tides, Phillipa Gregory

Fool Me Twice, Jeff Lindsay

Johnny Scarface, Stone Wallace

Love, Roddy Doyle

Recipe for a Perfect Wife,
 Karma Brown

The Falcon Always Wings Twice,
 Donna Andrews

The Royal Governess, Wendy Holden

Tucker, Emily March

When My Time Comes, Diane Rehm

and we’ll feel a bit more secure but still 
very cautious.

Wear those masks and sanitize! Stay 
safe and healthy. Thank you all again 
for your patience.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ric Gonzales, Liaison

green light, we are ready to roll out a 
fabulous celebration.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195 

for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

•  Calling a Shot – This is your per-
sonal fantasy regarding your target 
pocket.

•  Follow-through – The flailing of 
the cue after you miss your shot 
through no fault of your own.

•  Rack – The medieval device you 
wish you could use on the inventor 
of the frustrating game.

Like any language, it can take a while 
to learn all the vocabulary and when 
to use it. Have patience. As you keep 
playing, it will come naturally.

Fred Wilmott, 367-6671

Bridge
All the bridge groups and card 

clubs at CdS are still sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus as of today, January 
1. Hope is eternal. We are frustrated by 

Continued on page 15
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Bridge
Continued from page 14

Continued on page 16

our inability to meet with our bridge 
family. Some of us have been playing 
bridge on our computers and iPads over 
the internet. A free site to join is www.
bridgebase.com. It is also free to reg-
ister and set up a username/password. 
My username is Tim_A_M. You can 
practice solo any time, or with strang-
ers or friends. You can see how your 
contracts compare in history to others 
who have played the same hands. The 
people I often play with agree that 20 
hands is sufficient for about an hour and 
a half of play. We look forward to the 
day when we can resume normal bridge 
in the Fiesta Room with our friends. 

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Canine Companions
It is a fact that most dogs love people 

food. But as a responsible dog owner 
you probably know that too much 
people food can make your dog ill or 
overweight. However, there are some 
human foods that can be safely added 
to your dog’s meals in moderation.

• Yogurt - fat free, no sugars, is a 
good source of calcium and protein

• Salmon - cooked only, source of 
omega 3 fatty acids, is good for the coat

• Pumpkin - canned only, not pie 
filling, is high in fiber

• Sweet potatoes – are high in fiber 
and vitamins

• Green beans – are high in fiber and 
good for maintaining weight

• Eggs - cooked only, are a great 
source of protein

• Apples - no seeds or core, are a 
great crunchy treat and good source of 
vitamin A and C and fiber

• Oatmeal - cooked and plain with no 
sugars

 These foods are not to replace your 
dog’s normal food. They are just for 
variety and a balanced diet. 

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083

Crafts for Charity
Even though we have been hunkered 

down during the COVID-19 outbreak, 
we have not forgotten the 85 Meals on 
Wheels recipients in Mission Viejo. 
With the help of Marilyn Block and her 
sweet husband, Wayne, we delivered 
tray favors for Fourth of July, Hallow-
een, and Christmas. We also plan to 
deliver Valentine favors.

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in January. 

And, very little humor. I need more 
Cribbage humor. If you have any 
funnies, please send them to me at 
wmblock@earthlink.net.

•  CRIBBAGE IS NOT THE AN-
SWER; Cribbage is the question; 
yes is the answer.

•  Old cribbage players never die. 
They just get taken down a peg.

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 

While we have not met face-to-face 
since last spring, many of us would 
like to touch base again. One of our 
members has set up a Zoom meeting 
on the first Wednesday of each month, 
starting February 3, from 10 to 11 
a.m. (or longer). Every member whose 
email addresses we currently have will 
receive an invitation to attend. If you 
do not receive one, but want to attend, 
please contact Maria at (714) 310-6857 
ahead of time.

Best wishes to all during these trying 
times. Please stay safe and healthy. We 
look forward to seeing you soon.

 Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093
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Cribbage
Continued from page 15

Photos on page 17

Democrats
The Democrat group is currently 

meeting on Zoom. Our next meeting 
will be on February 18 at 4 p.m. We 
share news, stories, nearby events, 
favorite blogs, podcasts, books, and 

Las Damas
Valentine greetings from the Las 

Damas Club officers to all members, 
guests, and friends in CdS. Due to the 
intimate contact of dining together 
at our monthly luncheons, with the 
laughter and camaraderie of fine food, 
champagne punch, and lively entertain-
ment (Remember those extraordinarily 
fun times?), it will probably be a while 
before Las Damas and other social 
clubs will be in full swing again.

In the meantime, plans are under-
way to welcome everyone back to 
our monthly luncheon meetings at the 
first opportunity. Menus for 2021 are 
planned, entertainment is on standby, 
and annual dues will be carried over 
to the opening of our club year. Enjoy 
your loved ones, and please watch for 
regular updates in the Courier and 
through email notifications.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

Pinochle
There was no Pinochle in January. 

When play resumes it will be Friday 

Military Veterans
Not a member of the Military Veter-

ans Club yet? If you served in one of 
the five service branches in any capac-
ity but are reluctant to join our club, I 
urge you to contact me. I would like to 
hear the story of the service you gave to 
your country and how it has impacted 
your life. No job was too small.

The balance of the club officers has 
graciously agreed to continue in their 
capacities throughout 2021. Wes Bick-
el is Vice-President, Steve Vallely is 
Secretary, Bill Burfeind is Treasurer, 
Randy Smith is Sargent-at-Arms and 
Norm Abbod is Chaplain. Thank you 
all for making an easy transition into 
the post of President from our very 
capable Bob Casillas.

While we await any social activity 
changes by our Board of Directors, the 
club officers are weighing options for 
outdoor events in the interim. We will 
keep you informed as soon as practical.

Kip Isbell, 916-0632

6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
How many will remember how to play?

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387 or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

ideas. We also relate information 
from the Canyon Dems group. When 
appropriate, we will invite guest speak-
ers. Those participating leave feeling 
inspired and encouraged. We have 
developed a sense of camaraderie with 
like-minded friends. When it is safe 
to gather indoors, we hope to resume 
monthly meetings at a day, time, and 
location to be determined.

Maria Gomez-Greenberg and Mar-
lene Zuvich have graciously taken 
over the leadership. We combined 
lists of those who used to meet in the 
Fiesta Room and those who met several 
months ago on the greenbelt. If you 

would like to add your name to the 
email list, please contact Maria at mari 
alucgom@gmail.com. We will email 
all those on our list with a reminder of 
our February meeting. This is a no-dues 
group and all are welcome.

Debra Friedman,230-7195
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Pinochle
Continued from page 16

Water Exercise
So far so good! Pool 2 is at 86 degrees 

and we generally have a full contingent 
of eight people, all busy listening to our 
CDs and doing the exercises. We are 
there Monday through Friday from 8 
to 10 a.m. with music starting at 8:45 
a.m. Our only misses are rainy days. 

Join us by signing up at the office 
and paying dues of only $5 for the 
year. You also must sign the waiver 
for Water Exercise specifically. Then 
we will add you to the schedule. Once 
we are all vaccinated, we should be 
able to resume our regular schedule. 
Join us. We would love to meet you. If 
you are new, have paid your dues and 
signed the waiver, please contact Claire 
Readey at csreadey@yahoo.com.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Vegetable Garden
Well, winter brings us broccoli, 

cabbage, kohlrabi and more. Kohlrabi 
looks like a potato and an artichoke had 
a baby on Mars and they’re delicious!

As usual for a new year, we had a few 
returned lots. While we are very sorry 
to see people go, it has helped shorten 
our waiting list which got very long 
last year.

The welcome news of a vaccine 
coming soon has us thinking about the 
chance to have gatherings and parties 
once again. We will plan something 
as soon as it is safe. For now, unfor-
tunately, the garden still has to remain 
closed to visitors, friends, and family 
members. We really appreciate all who 
have followed the safety measures by 
wearing masks and keeping distances.

If anyone has any suggestions or 
ideas for the club this year, I can be 
reached by email at JeffPerrinReal 
tor@gmail.com.

Happy Gardening!
Jeff Perrin, (714) 969-9666

Variety
The Casta del Sol Variety Club will 

be carrying over current members’ 
2020 dues into 2021.

Our members enjoy performance 
arts. Some members love to perform 
– acting, singing, dancing, skits, com-
edy, playing instruments, etc. Other 
members support the on-stage talent 
by being in the stage crew, or helping 
with décor, refreshments, announce-
ments, ticket sales, etc. We encourage 
newcomers to join us and have tons of 
fun. We are looking forward to the time 
we can resume our regular activities.

The officers for 2021 are President: 
Barb Turino, Vice President: Cathy 
Johnson, Secretary: Debra Friedman, 
Treasurer: Richard Scott, Members at 
Large: Barbara Notery, Sara Henninger 
and Heather Somers.

If you would like more information, 
contact Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join our 
singles group. Membership is free. In 
the past, the Casta Social Singles group 
met on the first Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 for games and socializing, and on 
the third Thursday of the month at 1 
p.m. at a local restaurant. Occasionally, 
we met for potlucks or other events.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
these activities have been curtailed 
until further notice. We are doing small 
group get-togethers weekly at Rec Ctr 
2. To find out more about these, please 
watch for emails from John Consoli and 
Fran Morgan. To join the group and get 
on our email list, or for more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Carlson at 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

nights in the Heritage Room from 6:30 
to approximately 9 p.m.  

I need more Pinochle humor. If you 
have any funnies please send them to 
me at wmblock@earthlink.net.

• Beauty fades. Pinochle is forever.

•  I’ve finally given up playing Pi-
nochle for GOOD; now I play for 
EVIL.

•  Pinochle! The pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow.

Wayne Block, 916-5387 

Woodworkers
Things may be looking up for Casta 

Woodworkers. We made a presen-
tation to the Facilities Committee in 
November describing a combined 
Woodworking/Lapidary workshop that 
could allow both clubs to share a space 
to work and use tools that are common 
to both crafts. This will save space and 
money for both clubs. Facilities was 
presented with a combined Organi-
zation, Operation, and Safety Manual 
outlining plans and procedures for the 
combined workspace. We answered 
questions from Facilities Committee 

members who wanted additional infor-
mation on the practical implementation 
of a joint workshop. Of course, this 
all depends on future decisions made 
for Rec Ctr 1 building renovations. 
Once we have more information, we 
can make a request to the Facilities 
Committee for a recommendation to 
the Board of Directors.

If you have questions, suggestions or 
wish to help make this happen, contact 
us via phone or email, and we will keep 
you informed of our progress.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766

 

Association Pet Rules
Pet owners must ensure that their 

pets do not disturb the peace and 
comfort of their neighbors. This 
includes having their pets relieve 
themselves in close proximity to 
people’s homes.  Also, they are 
responsible for removing all pet 
droppings and keeping their dogs 
on a leash. Pets are prohibited at 
the recreation centers and should 
always be watched to protect from 
possible coyote attacks. No pets 
are allowed to run free or be left 
unattended in any common area.

Voluntary cooperation of pet 
owners is required to enforce these 
regulations. Please report stray an-
imals to the Mission Viejo Animal 
Services by calling 470-3045.
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What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Tennis
The Tennis Club would like to thank 

Charlie Nobile for his generous and 
tireless efforts over the last several 
years. The club has flourished under 
his able leadership. The Tennis Club 
officers for 2021 are: President, Lori 
Franklin; Vice President, Bruce Green-
berg; Secretary, Roger Gyger; Treasur-
er, Dave Smith; Social Officer, Jodie 
Trainer; Tournament Officer, Rosendo 
Castillo. This group has begun plan-
ning activities and events which we 
hope will unfold later this year.

We continue to hold ball machine 
practice sessions on Mondays from 8 to 
9:30 a.m. and round-robin open tennis 
on Wednesday and Saturday mornings 
from 8 to 10 a.m. There is no need to 
sign up, just come to the courts.

We are looking forward to the in-
stallation of new lights on the courts 
which should expand opportunities 
for evening play. Annual membership 
($10) can be paid by check at Rec Ctr 
1. The club welcomes new members.

Roger Gyger, (630) 430-9045

Men’s Golf
The Men’s Golf Club got through 

increased COVID-19 Stay-at-Home 
days, cold weather, and holiday rates 
in December and January. We are hop-
ing for better Wednesday weather and 
larger turnouts in February.

Our planned Wednesday games 
for February are: February 3 – Team 
Twosome Total; February 10 – Best 
15 Holes; February 17 – Individual 
Low Net; and February 24 – Odd/Even 
Twosome. If we continue to have a 
number of foursomes playing, we will 
add some foursome games.

As is our usual pattern, we lost some 
members at the start of the calendar 
year. We are always looking for new 
members. Contact our Membership 
Chairman, Bill Riethmeier, at 770-
7022 if you are interested in joining our 
Golf Club and playing each Wednes-
day.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Pickleball
The next time you are at Rec Ctr 2 be 

sure to stop by court 2 and check out 
our newly painted blue boundary lines. 
We are all hoping that being able to see 
the lines will improve our play!

Because we have had so much in-
terest, we are reserving the pickleball 
courts three times during the week: 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 4 to 
6 p.m., and Fridays from 9 to 11 a.m. 
We have paddles and balls available for 
new players to use, and newcomers are 
always welcome.

No organized activities or social 
events are currently planned for 2021 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but they 
will begin as soon as possible. Please 
support your club by paying your $10 
dues for 2021. Checks may be dropped 
off at Rec Ctr 1.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

Italian Egg Bake
This is a nice holiday brunch dish!

1 lb. mild Italian sausage (casings 
removed)

1 Tbsp. butter

½ medium red onion, chopped

8 mushrooms, sliced

1 cup milk

12 eggs, beaten

2 medium tomatoes, chopped

8 oz. Mozzarella cheese, grated

Seasoned salt and pepper

Break up sausage and fry, stirring to 
keep crumbly.

Remove sausage from skillet and 
drain off fat.

In same skillet, melt butter, add 
mushrooms and onions, and sauté until 
tender.

Combine all ingredients, mix well, 
and pour into a greased 9 x 13 inch 
baking dish.

Bake at 400 degrees for 30 to 40 
minutes.
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City Highlights

Norman Murray Center
February Happenings

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino

Human Options Support Group - 
Group for individuals 50+ who wish 
to have a supportive space to discuss 
issues they are facing as well as learn 
helpful coping strategies. Registration 
information will need to be completed 
by phone prior to starting. Zoom On-
line Class on Mondays from February 
22 through April 4, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Course #78104, Free.

AARP Tax Preparation Services - 
The Norman Murray Community & 
Senior Center and AARP Tax Team 
is planning to offer tax preparation 
services for tax year 2020 beginning in 
early February 2021. However, due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, they will 
be operating with a reduced staff, under 
strict IRS/AARP guidelines, and guid-
ed by the status of the virus in Orange 
County. Please only schedule an ap-
pointment if you have all of your 2020 
tax documents in hand. Tax returns 
with the following items CANNOT be 
prepared by these counselors: Self-em-
ployment income (including Lyft and 

Uber); Rental income (short-term or 
long-term); Married Filing Separately; 
Non-California state returns; Paper 
returns (they can only e-file); K-1 Part-
nership forms with other than interest, 
dividends, royalties and capital gains. 
Appointments may be made beginning 
at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, January 19, by 
calling 470-3062. A confirmation email 
will be sent with instructions regarding 
the required documents plus an Intake/
Interview Form to be completed and 
included with your document package.

Register for the following classes at 
https://cityofmissionviejo.org/register. 
A link and password will be sent to 
your active email to access the virtual 
program. All classes are taught via 
Zoom.

Chair Exercise - Chair exercise has 
easy movements to increase strength 
and flexibility in your arms, legs and 
core muscles. Mondays, February 1 
through 22, 11:15 a.m. to noon. Course 
#76268, $23.

Line Dancing - No experience nor 
partner is necessary. Dance to some of 
the old favorites and also add some of 
the newest line dances. Wednesdays, 
February 3 through 24, 9 to 10 a.m. 
Course #78080, $36.

Yoga in a Chair for Every-BODY! 
- Easy-to-follow, slow instruction of 
movement. Learn simple breathing and 
meditation methods, and improve your 
immune system with gentle stretching 

and strengthening in modified yoga 
poses while comfortably seated. Fri-
days, February 5 through 26, 11:15 
a.m. to noon. Course #77081, $30.

The Mission Viejo City Council held 
an emergency meeting on December 20 
and voted to authorize the City Attor-
ney to file a brief in support of Orange 
County Sheriff Don Barnes’ appeal of 
an Orange County Superior Court rul-
ing that would release dangerous and 
violent criminals from overcrowded 
jails back into the community. Most 
other cities in Orange County have 
also supported the Sheriff’s appeal of 
this ruling made in a lawsuit brought 
by the ACLU.

The first Council meeting of the new 
year was held on January 12. Trish Kel-

ley presided in her new role as Mission 
Viejo’s 2021 Mayor. Mayor Kelley 
presented a summary of her goals and 
objectives for 2021. This list of more 
than a dozen items included emphasis 
on local economic development aimed 
at helping Mission Viejo business-
es that have been struggling due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, as well as plans 
to renovate parks, implement a vision 
plan for the Oso Creek Golf Course, 
and upgrade the Village Center shop-
ping center at La Paz and Marguerite.

Information for this article was taken 
from the Murray Memo.

 

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels is available 

five days a week, Monday-Friday, 
or three days a week Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. Delivery 
is made between 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. each day. Call 470-3063 to 
register.
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Windows PC Tips
Bloatware Begone!

Kip Isbell

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Those Treasured Wallets

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

During my teenage school years in 
the early 1960s, there were many things 
that contributed to a girl’s status such as 
her looks, clothes, personality, and … 
her wallet. In those days, everyone had 
a fold-over wallet that included flimsy 
plastic enclosures for pictures. But it 
wasn’t the amount of money in your 
wallet that mattered. The real draw 
was the pictures you carried. When 
another girl asked to see your wallet, 
you couldn’t whip it out fast enough to 
proudly show off your photos.

The biggest points were scored for 
pictures of boyfriends — the more, 
the better. I remember never removing 
a boy’s picture from my wallet, even 
after a breakup.

Then there were pictures of rock and 
roll singers and television stars. In the 
earlier years, I carried Elvis Presley, 
Ricky Nelson, and Edd Byrnes, who 

played Kookie on Seventy-Seven Sunset 
Strip. But the picture of which I was the 
proudest was me with Bobby Rydell in 
1962. As a member of one of his fan 
clubs, I was able to meet him in person. 
That picture definitely inched me up a 
notch or two on the wallet scale.

Pictures of friends, especially the 
ones you took together in photo booths, 
were an indication of your popularity, 
at least within your particular group.

Those days are long gone, replaced 
by iPhones. Would our technolo-
gy-minded grandchildren understand 
the value we placed on our wallets? 
Not a chance. But we have something 
on our side: no batteries required.

The delivery man rings your doorbell 
and places your brand-new computer 
on the porch. You unwrap it, plug it 
in, and spend hours watching while 
it sets itself up and asks you more 
questions than you can count. Why? 
To finish installing necessary updates, 
your personal settings, and third-party 
programs that your PC manufacturer 
got paid to have installed. Some are 
useful, but most are worse than useless 
– Bloatware.

Offloading these unwanted programs 
can be daunting, but you can minimize 
their effects. In the search box type 
startup apps and select that. You can 
toggle programs on/off that were set to 
start automatically when you turn the 
PC on. By toggling a program off, it is 
still available to be started when you 
want it, but it will not be using system 
resources by running in the background 

when you don’t need it. Do not turn off 
security and printer programs.

Next, click on Apps & Features. This 
is a list of all the applications installed 
and the way to uninstall them. Be 
careful what you uninstall. This should 
primarily be used to uninstall unwanted 
antivirus, trialware and adware pro-
grams. A free 30-day trial program is 
exceedingly difficult to offload at the 
end of the trial, especially antivirus pro-
grams. The built-in Microsoft Defender 
Antivirus is a sufficient antivirus, mal-
ware, and spyware program for normal 
users. Unsure what a program does? In 
your internet browser type what does 
(program name) do?

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

 

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino
How well do you know our com-
munity?

See if you can choose the correct 
answer below:

When was Casta del Sol incor-
porated?

[a] 1958; [b] 1967; 1972; [d] 1980; 
[e] 1987

(The answer appears on page 22 in 
this issue of the Courier.)
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Beauty in Casta
Photos by April Wilsey

Photo by Jeff McCoy
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the March issue.
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When the pandemic hit, I found my-
self with free time. Staying at home, 
I knew just what to do. I had started 
to write a book six years ago entitled, 
With a Song in my Heart, The Autobi-
ography of Sara Jane Wilkerson Hen-
ninger. When I started it, I had the best 
of intentions of completing it. 

Then, I got sidetracked with the Cou-
rier, the Saddleback Emeritus Choir, 
the Variety Club, the Strummers, the 
vegetable garden, the Mount of Olives 
Church Choir, South Coast Singers, 
and life in general. You probably 
noticed that the bulk of my activities 
included singing, but everyone has 
stopped rehearsing, and no one knows 
when that activity will resume.

I had to admit to myself that I had no 
more excuses, so I opened up my book 
and have made great strides towards 
its completion. I realized, as an adult, 
that I did not know that much about my 
parents. I do not even know how my 
mismatched parents ever found each 
other. Mom was nine years older than 
Dad and was educated at Kent State 
and Duke University. Dad was an 8th 
grade dropout.

Those facts inspired me to write 
about myself for my children, Corey 
and Eric, and my grandchildren. The 
book is sweet, funny, interesting, 
poignant, factual, and filled with love. 
It begins with my birth and continues 
through today. It will be around 300 
pages with many color pictures. I have 
shared parts of this book through Cre-
ative Writing classes that I took at the 
Murray Center.

This book is dedicated to my sons. 
Early on in the text it reads: “With 
this book I continue my legacy to you. 
So, one day, when I am gone and you 
are missing me, take this book out and 
spend the afternoon with me. I am with 
you now as I will always be with you.” 

The end of the book is equally heart-
felt: “When you think of me, think of 
the words of a country song which 
ends with the words, Even though I’m 
leaving, I ain’t going nowhere.”

I remember when department stores 
were real department stores. Our 
family shopped at Wanamaker’s De-
partment Store, located at the corner 
of Broadway and Eighth Street in New 
York City. This was a huge building; 
15 floors -- two buildings joined with a 
bridge -- including 33 departments on 
the main floor alone.

There were 14 elevators. Each one 
was operated by a man in uniform, 
complete with white gloves, who 
perched on a folding stool as he called 
out the number of the floor and the 
items sold on that floor.

Buying shoes was great because we 
got to see our feet, complete with green 
bones, in the x-ray machine.

Best of all, this Wanamaker’s had 
three studios owned by DuMont Tele-
vision Network, Channel 5. Not only 
did we get to shop, but we also got 
to watch Captain Video and Howdy 
Doody being filmed.

Somehow the Targets and Nord-
stroms of today just don’t live up to 
these memories.

 

Casta Trivia Answer
(The question appears on page 
20 of this Courier.)

Correct answer is [c] 1972

Greenbelt Rules
Out of courtesy for owners’ priva-
cy and because of the potential for 
uneven footing, please do not walk 
closely behind people’s homes.
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


