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President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

In past years it 
was so easy to 
start the year with 
the traditional 
Happy New Year. 
Maybe the meaning of those words 
will have a greater impact for each 
of us as we start 2021. On behalf 
of the Board of Directors and our 
management partner, Powerstone, 
we wish everyone a happy and safe 
New Year.

Wants, Needs and Desires
On any given day not many of us 

take the time to analyze the differ-
ence between the aforementioned 
words. I place myself into that cat-
egory. I use these words so that you 
can at least mull them over in your 
mind as I cover the topic of those 
dreaded words, Master Plan, or lack 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager
Casta’s 2020 Ac-
complishments

Each year brings 
new opportunities and challenges, 
and 2020 might have brought one 
of the bigger challenges faced 
due to COVID-19. Despite the 
challenges, the Association was 
able to take on many projects and 
accomplish a great deal with the 
help of our volunteers. As we get 
ready for another year, I wanted to 
take a moment and reflect on the 
prior year’s successes at Casta del 
Sol. 2020 was a terrific year as far 
as items accomplished. Inserted in 
the January Courier you will find a 
list with some of these accomplish-
ments. There were more, but they 
couldn’t fit on two pages.

The Casta accomplishments 

Powerstone Property Management, our management company, has recently 
added three new members to their Casta del Sol team: Susan Pridonoff, Alex 

Banegas, and Lando Fajardo.

Reminder:
Assessment Increase
Effective January 2021, the new 
assessment amount is $444.00 
per month.

Current Clubhouse Usage 
is Now in Stage 3. See page 8.

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 4

Casta del Sol resident, Barb Turino, 
and co-performer, Bear Sanchez, 

have undoubtedly spread cheer during 
this unprecedented holiday season. 
Decked out as Mr. and Mrs. Santa 
Claus, Barb and Bear provided out-
standing photo opportunities for dogs 
in the community.

Bear and Barb are professional ac-
tors who have performed throughout 
Orange County. Barb is president of 
the Variety Club. Barb and Bear were 
instrumental in steering the success-
fully renowned shows over the past 
few years and creating virtual content 
during the pandemic. This synchro-
nized team has dressed up as Santa 
and Mrs. Claus for several seasons in 
order to perform in a variety of venues 

Fred and Amy Lake enjoying the 
greenery of Casta

Susan Pridonoff Alex Banegas Lando Fajardo

One of the highly anticipated an-
nual events offered at Casta del 

Sol is the Newcomers Luncheon and 
Community Fair. Due to the pandem-
ic, this event was cancelled for 2020. 
Residents who have moved in recently 
have employed other modes to attain 
information, seek out activities, and 
become involved.

Fred and Amy Lake moved into 
CdS in July 2020, relocating from 
Long Island, New York to be closer 
to their children. Albeit their time has 

New Casta Website
Powerstone Team

Your Powerstone Team is 
excited to announce that our 
website has been updated. The 
Association website remains 
www.castadelsol.com. It is us-
er-friendly and easier to navigate 
than the previous design. Your 
onsite staff is working hard to 
update the site and expects it to 
be completed by the beginning 
of January 2021. The website 

Age Verification Process 
is Here
Valerie Hanich, Recreation 
Director

It is that time again. The Age 
Verification process is set to be-
gin January 4. This process is a 
requirement every two years by 
law, which allows Casta del Sol 
to retain its 55 and older commu-
nity status. This year’s process is 
going to be different from prior 
years since we do not need to 

Proposed Rule Changes/
Updates Coming Soon
Josh Hodosh, General Manager

The Architectural Committee 
has made a recommendation to 
the Board to update the Archi-
tectural Rules and Guidelines. 
The Board also received proposed 
changes to the rules from other 
Casta del Sol Committees, the As-
sociation attorney based on new 
laws, and staff. The Board plans 
to review the proposed changes at 

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 11
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Baby Scott-Friedman with Barb and 
Bear (or Santa and Mrs. Claus)
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Submissions to the Courier
All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 22 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 22

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

2021 Street Tree Program
The Greenbelt Committee has se-

lected Zarza for the 2021 annual street 
tree replacement program. Street trees 
are beautiful and make the commu-
nity park-like just as the developer 
envisioned. That was the direction 
the landscape architects were given 
when drawing the plans for the Casta 
del Sol development. Unfortunately, 
some 30 to 40 years later, the trees are 
lifting sidewalks and asphalt, as well as 
damaging infrastructure. Statistics for 
the typical lifespan of a street tree tell 
a dismal tale. The Urban Horticulture 
Institute reports an average lifespan of 
just seven to ten years. Displacement 
of paved surfaces is the second most 
common reason for removing a street 
tree. The utilities for gas, electric, Cox, 

thereof, to some of you. The Facilities 
Committee, along with the Board, met 
on November 17 to discuss the most 
current renovation plans associated 
with Rec Ctrs 1 and 2. Specific conver-
sation swirled around the placement of 
a new fitness center. Our current design 
partners, Phoenix Planning and DBaC 
Construction, were also in attendance.

As you may have listened to the 
Zoom meeting, you heard such terms 
as multipurpose room, new building, 
the dominion effect and options 1, 2, 3 
and 4. Preliminary costs were tagged to 
each of those options that ranged from 
half a million dollars to over a million 
dollars. I will now mention our past 
community survey by ICG and how 
wants, needs and desires were reflected 
in the results of that survey. The ICG 
survey was completed in 2015/2016. In 
2016 the Master Plan Committee sub-
mitted their overall plan for the com-
munity which contained a list of the 
top seven items of importance to this 
community at that time. The number 
one item was the fitness/gym center. 

As you begin this year, I ask each of 
you to take the time to listen to future 
meetings. Listen to the discussion and 
how we will continue to improve our 
beautiful community knowing our own 
wants, needs and desires.

Y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 
CDSBODMTGS@gmail.com.

could not have been achieved if it 
wasn’t for our great committees and 
structure. The contributions made this 
past year were essential in the Associ-
ation’s success helping the Board of 
Directors make informed decisions that 
will shape the community for years to 
come. The Board of Directors is proud 
of the accomplishments achieved in 
2020 and looks forward to a productive 
2021. If you would like an additional 
copy of the committee accomplish-
ments, you may pick up a list at Rec Ctr 
1. On behalf of the entire community, 
thank you committees and volunteers 
for all you have done and continue to 
do for Casta.

Holiday Decorations / Tree Pick-Up 
Info

Please let this serve as a reminder 
that those beautiful decorations you 
so lovingly placed on the exterior of 
your homes are required to be removed, 
boxed and stored away by January 15, 
2021.

Waste Management will only pick-up 
Christmas trees on the following dates: 
January 6, January 13, and January 20.

irrigation pipes and wires, etc. are all 
under the trees behind the sidewalks 
and curbs. Insects and diseases are the 
number one reason for tree removal, in 
my opinion. The trees being removed 
will all be painted white to aid in the 
search of utilities below the stump 
before the grinding is started. The new 
street trees on Zarza will be the Bris-
bane box. The good news is that the 
Greenbelt Committee has authorized 
planting close to 54 new trees on this 
street. The committee and contractor, 
PWLC1, are trying to place the new 
trees further away from concrete and 
utilities to give them a better chance 
at longevity. Sidewalk and irrigation 
repairs will follow the street tree re-
movals. This is scheduled to take place 
in early 2021.

Irrigation System Rebate
In 2020, the Association purchased 

Calsense, a new irrigation system. At 
the Board’s direction, staff applied for 
the rebate and successfully received 
$100,000 from the Municipal Water 
District of Orange County.

Maintenance
Report
Alex Banegas,
Assistant General 
Manager
Introduction and 
Updates

Hello, Casta del Sol family. For those 
who have not heard yet, my name is 
Alex Banegas and I am the new As-
sistant General Manager. I am excited 
to be a part of an active and charming 
community. As one of my initial re-
sponsibilities, I will be overseeing the 
Maintenance Services department until 
further notice. I would like to present 
a few updates on behalf of the Mainte-
nance Team.

Despite COVID-19, there have been 
numerous maintenance projects the 
Facilities Committee and Maintenance 
team have been working on for Casta 
del Sol. Some of the updates are new 
lighting for the racquet ball courts, 
new fencing for a section of Jeronimo, 
mailbox repair and repainting, and/

or possible replacements for homes 
on Villena and Torroba. The mailbox 
work is conducted all year long by our 
Maintenance team and has been com-
pleted since October 2020.

Currently we are very active in pre-
paring for the 2021 painting and asphalt 
projects. These items will ultimately be 
brought to the Facilities Committee for 
a recommendation and then taken to the 
Board for approval in the first quarter 
of 2021. Details and schedules will be 
provided to residents once available.

Friendly Reminder
Our community takes pride in doing 

our part to recycle. Waste Manage-
ment, our trash and recycling vendor, 
has recently noted that our recycling 
recreation centers’ bins have been 
used for the disposing of trash. If our 
recycling bin is used for trash, our com-
munity may incur a fine. So, moving 
forward, we will be locking the trash 
and recycling bins located at Rec Ctrs 
1 and 2. The trash bins in both recre-
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**This is an abridged version of the November 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 
For the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out announcing the Board meeting.

November Treasurer’s Report
December 17, 2020

Total HOA Assets as of November 30, 2020 are $4,976,029.67, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of November 30 is $1,136,079.38. This balance includes 
$380,294.44 of cash, $452,947.94 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $300,000 invested in three CDs (interest rates 1.55-1.60%). The increase 
in cash from the prior month is the result of transfers from Reserve Cash for 
the payment of ongoing projects.

Reserve Fund balance as of November 30 is $3,627,845.85. This balance is 
made up of $1,305,334.83 invested in a money market account, $2,400,000 
invested in twelve CDs (interest rates .20-2.6 %) and a due to operating cash 
of $88,447.76. During the month of November there were no CD transactions.

Capital Fund balance as of November 30 is $81,119.62. The fund increases 
$1,927.00 per month by budgeting $1 per month per residence plus interest. As 
of November 30 there have been no expenditures. The approved Capital Fund 
for 2020 is $274,404.24 of which $193,284.62 is unfunded.

Total outstanding accounts receivable as of November 30 is $52,633.57. 
This is a decrease of 15.91% from October 2020. In an effort to prepare for the 
possibility of future uncollectible debts we are adjusting the bad debt reserve 
monthly rather than quarterly as it was done in the past. The reserve currently 
stands at $35,492.31. The change was made to compensate for the hard times 
that have impacted the country as a result of COVID-19. It should also be noted 
that currently 67.43% of the outstanding receivable is past due.

Income:
The budget overage is mainly the result of unbudgeted interest income.

General & Administration:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of November 
30 with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Bad Debt Expense is $16,513.04 of which $2,763.04 is over budget as a 
result of increase monthly accrual.

•  Records Storage is $5,298.75, which is an unbudgeted expense to complete 
a 2019 project.

• COVID-19 Expense is $5,986.89, which is an unbudgeted expense.
•  Temporary Help is $1,482.98, which is an unbudgeted expense related to 

maintenance staff and COVID-19.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
The following accounts in this category are over budget as of November 30:

•  Irrigation Modification/Retrofit is $51,551.49, of which $9,384.86 is over 
budget. We are currently at 112.07% of the annual budget.

•  Tree Removal is $119,416.50, of which $32,333.13 is over budget. We are 
currently at 125.70% of the annual budget. The overage is related to un-
planned tree removals that were done at the recommendation of our arborist.

•  Mature Tree Prune is $199,290.58, of which $34,290.58 is over budget. 
We are currently at 110.72% of the annual budget. This overage is planned 
as we have moved 200 trees from the 2021 contract to 2020, about $47,000.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of November 
30 with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Pool Supplies/Chemicals is $11,199.55, of which $2,032.92 is over bud-
get. We are currently at 112% of the annual budget. This increase is mainly 
related to chemicals needed when the pools were re-opened.

•  Equipment & Supplies is $8,929.80, of which $3,796.54 is over budget. 
We are currently at 159.46% of the annual budget. This overage is mainly 
the result of costs related to setting up offices for new employees.

•  Building Repair & Maintenance is $22,606.33, of which $6,564.70 is over 
budget. We are currently at 129.18% of the annual budget. This overage is 
mainly the result of catch-up maintenance that was performed during the 
shutdown.

Continued on page 10

Board Meeting Highlights
December 17, 2020

The Board:
•  Approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as presented. (See 

Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved the contract from PWLC 1, Inc. and continue their services for 
general landscaping for $2,370,384 for the first year of a three-year con-
tract from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2023. The proposal reflects 
$2,370,384 for 2021, $2,488,903.20 for 2022, and $2,551,125.78 for 2023.

•  Approved the contract with Lawn Bowling Green maintenance from PWLC 
1, Inc. for lawn bowling green services for $50,382.65 for three years.

•  Approved the contract with Vegetable Garden Maintenance from PWLC 
1, Inc. for vegetable garden services for $25,510.20 for three years.

•  Approved the insurance renewal package submitted by LaBarre/ Oksnee 
Insurance Agency that includes the General Liability, Umbrella, Directors 
and Officers, Fidelity Bond coverage, Workers Compensation and Earth-
quake Insurance, that are due for renewal December 31, 2020 for a period 
ending on December 31, 2021, at a total premium cost of $59,954.

•  Approved the proposed Library Committee Charter, updated to reflect the 
computerization of the checkout/check in process in the library.

•  Approved the CdS Men’s Golf Club request to change their Association 
Activity name to Oso Creek Senior Men’s Golf Club.

•  Approved the Annual Calendar for the year 2021 as presented.

•  Accepted the volunteer candidates that have agreed to Chair the Associa-
tion’s Committees for the calendar year 2021 and accepts Priscilla Tripp 
as the liaison between the City of Mission Viejo and the Association.

General Manager Josh Hodosh reported:
•  There are 53 delinquencies totaling $41,861and two liens recommended for 

unpaid dues in the amount of $2,472.08. Committee Chair orientation will 
be held January 14 via Zoom. Revised HOA Rules and Regulations will be 
distributed in January. The Internet and WiFi systems have been updated 
at the Recreation Centers. Residents who want to use WiFi at the centers 
should contact the staff for the new password.

Assistant General Manager Alex Banegas reported:
•  The new website for Casta del Sol will be launched in January 2021. Pilot 

Painting will paint 256 homes in 2021. Waste Management has notified 
Casta that rates will increase from $9 to $17 per home in 2021. Casta has 
appealed to the City of Mission Viejo for further study and discussion.

Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported:
•  There were 272 landscape maintenance requests in November and 3,832 for 

the year to date. A rebate from Metropolitan Water District of $100,000 has 
been received for the installation of the CalSense water controller system.

Recreation director Valerie Hanich reported:

•  The annual age-verification process will be conducted in January. The forms 
will be included in the January issue of the Courier. The completed forms 
should be dropped off at Rec Ctr 1 by the end of February.

Board President Randy Gish thanked the outgoing co-chairs Earl Denos and 
Bryan Spafford for their service on the Facilities Committee. He also thanked 
outgoing Liaison to the City of Mission Viejo, Carole Weidler.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on January 
21, 2021 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be 
held on January 7, 2021 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair
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Welcoming New Staff Members
Continued from page 1

Newcomers Navigate Neighborhood
Continued from page 1

been consumed with remodeling their 
home, they are excited to connect with 
residents and partake in activities. Ad-
vice from neighbors and their realtor, 
as well as reading The Casta Courier 
“cover to cover” have been key. So far, 
they have attended weekly greenbelt 
gatherings of a small group of Dem-
ocrats, who observe mask wearing 
and distancing protocol. Amy has also 
joined a CdS Book Club. They are re-
searching taking Saddleback College 
Emeritus classes for exercise, film, and 
Spanish. Within Casta, Amy will ex-
plore ceramics, crafts, water aerobics, 
and gardening. Fred plans to start lap 
swimming and joining in racket sports. 
They both look forward to partying 
with the Baby Boomers.

Paddle tennis was one reason that 
Bill Crowhurst moved to CdS. Bill 
moved here in August from Pasadena. 
He played paddle tennis as a child, 
and was excited to resume this sport. 
CdS also allows Bill to continue his 
lifelong interest in playing tennis. His 
background in theater will be an asset 
to the Variety Club. His interest in 
gardening has also led him to volunteer 
at the Heritage Garden. Bill is very 

outgoing and energetic, so he is adept 
at seeking out CdS opportunities by 
talking to residents.

Although some of the typical indoor 
social activities at Casta have been 
sidelined by the pandemic, there is 
still plenty available. The Casta Cou-
rier, eblasts from the recreation office, 
Dwelling Live, and the CdS website are 
all excellent resources to explore what 
is currently available in our gorgeous 
community.

Bill Crowhurst at Paddle Tennis 
Courts

Administrative Services Assistant 
Susan Pridonoff

Susan joined the Powerstone Casta 
team in November 2019 as Adminis-
trative Services Assistant. Among her 
duties is the preparation of Board of Di-
rectors materials for their twice-month-
ly meetings. She is an Orange County 
native and lives in Mission Viejo 
with her husband James. She earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in history from the 
University of San Francisco. She loves 
reading both fiction and non-fiction 
and keeps herself fit with the exer-
cise disciplines of Yoga and Pilates. 
Susan has enjoyed working at Casta 
and developing relationships within 
the community, especially among the 
Board and committee members with 
whom she deals. She said, “It’s fun, 
but there are lots of deadlines!”

Assistant General Manager Alex 
Banegas

Alex came on board in mid-Novem-
ber as assistant general manager. He 
comes to us with many years’ expe-
rience in the community management 

field including six years at The Towers 
in Laguna Woods. He was assistant 
general manager at The Towers and 
worked closely with the general man-
ager in matters of financial planning, 
budgeting, accounting, and human 
resources. He is an Orange County 
native. He earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in business and psychology at Con-
cordia University and is continuing his 
education through courses leading to 
professional designations in commu-
nity management. He stays physically 
fit by bicycling (30 miles at a time!), 
swimming, and workouts at the gym. 
He also loves all kinds of music and 
dancing. He is grateful to be a part of 
the Casta community and anxious to 
work with the staff, committees, and 
residents.

Maintenance Coordinator Lando 
Fajardo

Lando joined us last summer as 
maintenance coordinator. He works 
closely with our Facilities, Architec-
tural, and Traffic Committees dealing 

Continued on page 6
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New Casta Website
Continued from page 1around Southern California. In recent 

history, they have been featured at 
children’s parties, community events, 
and theatrical performances.

On December 7, they offered CdS 
residents a chance to bring their 
pooches to pose for a picture with the 
Clauses. Not only were the costumes 

Santa and Mrs. Claus Visit Casta
Continued from page 1

extraordinary, but the backdrop and 
props were amazing. Since Barb and 
Bear are both seasoned performers, the 
poses and tableaus employed were also 
notable. For example, one photograph 
showed Santa scolding a dog who 
apparently was more “naughty” than 
“nice.” This year six CdS residents par-
took of this offering. They are hoping 
for an even larger turnout next year.

Albeit dogs are notorious for being 
finicky posers, each model yielded 
many excellent photos in various cre-

Hope McFaul with Barb and Bear (or 
Santa and Mrs. Claus)

Ivy Turino with Santa (Bear)

Brooklyn Krauson with Barb and 
Bear

ative positions. The dogs’ owners were 
given the opportunity to pose along 
with their pet, Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
for posterity’s sake, as well as the basis 
for holiday cards and Facebook posts.

Prior to the photo shoots, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus strolled around the Heritage 
Garden in CdS, spreading their joy and 
recruiting potential candidates. A fun 
time was had by all.

Welcoming
New Staff Members
Continued from page 4

with the numerous challenging projects 
underway throughout our community. 
He is a native of the Philippines where 
he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in me-
chanical engineering and a designation 
as a registered mechanical engineer. 
Prior to coming to the United States, 
he spent nine years working on major 
construction projects in Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Lebanon, and United Arab Emir-
ates. His wife Marianne is a medical 
laboratory scientist who was hired by 
a United States company; when she im-
migrated three years ago, Lando came 
too. His favorite pastime is basketball, 
both as a Lakers fan and as an adult-
league player. His excitement at being 
a part of the Casta team is obvious from 
his final comment: “I love it here!”

provides an additional option for 
accessing official Casta del Sol infor-
mation. There you can find The Casta 
Courier, Association eblasts and forms, 
and other important information. The 
website will continue to be enhanced 
as we move forward. 
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Proposed Rule Changes/
Updates Coming Soon
Continued from page 1

Current Clubhouse Usage is in Stage 3
Josh Hodosh, General Manager

Currently the Association is in Stage 
3 for clubhouse use. The stages, times 
and items included are subject to 
change, but please see below for the 
latest update, which is also included 
in the latest Version 6 of the approved 
guidelines. 

Stage 1 – Reduced office hours; walk-
ing around open spaces at clubhouses 
is permitted; the Vegetable Garden, 
Chippers and Heritage Garden are open 
to residents only.

Stage 2 – Reopening the Administra-
tion/Recreation Offices; racquet courts 
(doubles permitted); Lawn Bowling; 
Vista Room for selected purposes; two 
specific restrooms: Rec Ctr 1 men’s 
and women’s locker rooms and Lawn 
Bowling Pavilion at Rec Ctr 2; the 
Rec Ctr 1 pool and ping pong; library 
personnel for book restocking; Bocce 
Ball court; and a select Rec Ctr 2 pool 
usage time for the Casta del Sol Water 
Exercise Club M-F.

Current times for facilities:

•  Casta del Sol Offices and Admin-
istration Office are 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
M-F.

•  Recreation Office 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
M-F, and select times when Rec Ctr 
1 pool is open.

•  Rec Ctr 1 pool area times are: 
MWF, 8 a.m.- 8 p.m.; T and TH, 8 
a.m.- 4 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday 
8 a.m.- 3 p.m.

•  Racquet sports and Lawn Bowling 
play times are MWF, 8 a.m.- 8 p.m.; 
T and TH, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.; Saturday 
and Sunday 8 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Stage 3 – Ceramics, Shuffleboard and 
Billiards use.

Stage 4 – We will have a mixture of 
reopening additional multiple purpose 
rooms, additional restrooms, extending 
clubhouse hours of operation, etc.

Stage 5 – Reopening everything as 
it was before the pandemic without 
restrictions.

All amenities/groups that are permitted 
for use must follow the guidelines cre-
ated for those specific groups, each of 
which focuses on practicing the proper 

safety practices where applicable. 
When the Board approves moving into 
different stages for the Association, 
or adds information in our current 
stages, staff will notify the residents 
by eblast and post the information on 
the website.

their January Board meeting and will 
mail out the proposed changes for both 
documents for homeowner comment. 
If you have any comments about rule 
changes, please feel free to contact 
the General Manager, Josh Hodosh 
at jhodosh@powerstonepm.com, or 
attend the Homeowners Association 
Board meetings on Zoom over the next 
couple of months.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

January 2021

Chavarela, Mary Esther ...................Unlisted ....................... (626) 652-1729
 Hacienda Heights, CA
Crandall, Diane & Scott ...................28236 Zurburan ....................981-4664
 Mission Viejo, CA

Jadali, Ray ........................................28511 Barbosa ........................Unlisted
 Bell Canyon, CA
Kilpatrick, Rochelle & Scott ............27891 Espinoza .......................Unlisted
 Ladera Ranch, CA
Kostenbader, David ..........................Unlisted .................................981-3121
 Costa Mesa, CA
Mueller, Joanne ................................27673 Via Turina ........ (714) 333-7999
 Anaheim, CA
Nielsen, Jacqueline & Donald ..........27725 Calle Valdes ..... (951) 537-8586
 San Jacinto, CA
Peard, Kimberly & Mark .................28482 Borgona......................300-6009
     ..................................... (657) 259-8609
 Huntington Beach, CA
Schultz, Dan & Linda ......................27733 Calle Valdes ..... (970) 319-4119
 Deerfield, IL
Swartzbauth, Joan ............................23245 Villena........................636-6759
 Dana Point, CA
Tularaksa, Sharon & Jay ..................Unlisted ....................... (661) 373-6845
 Bakersfield, CA
Wiebe, Don ......................................28414 Buena Vista ...... (909) 556-7441
 Lake Arrowhead, CA

Directory change

Hartman, Jeff & Laurene .................28135 Espinoza ........... (732) 343-2456

November Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

Repairs & Maintenance:
The following accounts in this category are over budget as of November 30:

•  Rodent Contract is $34,597.00, of which $6,180.37 is over budget. We 
are currently at 111.60% of the annual budget. This overage is related to 
the startup of a new contractor and an increase in the monthly rate.

•  Pest Control-Wasp/Bee/Swallow is $2,120.00, of which $745.00 is over 
budget. We are currently at 141.33% of the annual budget. The overage 
is related to the removal of four different bee hives during the month of 
November.

•  Salaries/Related-Maintenance is $149,134.78, of which $25,311.52 
is over budget. We are currently at 110.40% of the annual budget. The 
increase is related to increased workload from COVID-19. Currently 
these positions are rotating so that we have cleaning coverage seven days 
a week.

Traffic Control:
All of the accounts in this category are at or under budget as of November 30.

Utilities:
The following accounts in this category are over budget as of November 30:
•  Telephone is $21,922.05, of which $5,422.05 is over budget. We are 

currently at 121.79% of the annual budget. The overage is related to 
unbudgeted taxes and fees.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $214,738.53, of which $3,905.27 is over 
budget. We are currently at 93.36% of the annual budget. The overage is 
a result of a price increase from the vendor.

Treasurer’s Comments:
The end of November finds us with a surplus of $101,152.21, and at this 

time we continue to forecast a year-end surplus.
The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of November 

30, 2020 are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the 
Board’s review and acceptance. Once accepted by the Board these reports 
will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer
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Maintenance Report
Continued from page 2

Age Verification Process is Here
Continued from page 1

Continued on page 14

Budget and Finance
The Budget and Finance Committee 

(B&F) will be reviewing the Decem-
ber financial statements provided by 
Powerstone Property Management as 
we prepare for our financial year-end 
and our audit. The current surplus of 
$163,000 will be reduced by year-end 
as 200 additional trees will be trimmed 
in 2020 rather than in 2021, and over-
time has increased due to COVID-19. 
Utilities are over budget due to high 
water usage.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. We meet regularly 
on the third Monday of each month at 
1 p.m. via Zoom. When meetings fall 
on a Powerstone holiday, the meeting 
date may change. Please refer to the 
Meeting & Events section of The Casta 

Election
The Election Committee held its first 

meeting concerning the June 2021 
elections on December 9. The topics 
discussed were the annual election 
calendar and deadlines required by 

Facilities
The Facilities Committee would 

like to welcome Marci Smith as their 
new chair for 2021. Marci has been 
a valuable committee member, and 
her commitment and leadership skills 
have earned the respect of committee 
members. Resigning co-chairs Bryan 
and Earl have committed to remain on 
the committee to assist Marci with a 
smooth transition.

Many approved projects will be on-
going during the first quarter of 2021. 
Facilities will complete the lighting 
project for the tennis and paddle tennis 

issue new decals or transponders for 
each vehicle. This should make the 
process a lot easier for residents. No 
appointments are necessary and there 
will be no waiting in lines. All you have 
to do is just fill out the forms and bring 
them to Rec Ctr 1.

In this January Courier we have 
inserted a light blue 2021-2022 Age 
Verification form and a bright green 
Emergency Contact form. We are 
asking you to fill out these two forms 
and to make a copy of the qualifying 
resident’s driver’s license, birth cer-
tificate, or passport. Only one proof 
of age is required. Please bring these 

three papers to the Recreation Office 
during business hours or place them 
in the black locked mailbox outside 
the Fiesta Building. Along with being 
inserted in the January Courier, these 
two forms may be picked up at the 
Recreation Office.

The Recreation Office will begin 
collecting these two documents at Rec 
Ctr 1 starting Monday, January 4 and 
ending Friday, February 26. Please 
make sure you read and complete the 
forms correctly. That way we will not 
have to call you to make corrections. 
If you need any copies, our office staff 
can assist you. If you do not return 

ation centers will be open from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Please note that this service 
is only for the recreation center use of 
the Casta del Sol residents. Please do 

not dump any personal items in either 
bin. To schedule a bulky-item pick-
up or ask general waste questions, 
please contact Waste Management at 
642-1191 or online at home.wm.com/
mission-viejo. Mention that you are a 
Casta del Sol resident.

If you have any maintenance or con-
struction questions, please feel free to 
reach out to us. Also, please allow 24 
hours for us to return your email or 
voicemail.

Alex Banegas
Assistant General Manager

abanegas@powerstonepm.com
455-4671

Lando Fajardo
Maintenance Coordinator

lfajardo@powerstonepm.com
215-3146

Greenbelt
As we start the new year, I would like 

to express appreciation to the members 
of the Greenbelt Committee for their ef-
forts and accomplishments in 2020, all 
despite the challenges of COVID-19. A 
special thank you to former chair Ron 
Ryan for his dedication and unstinting 
work on behalf of the Committee.

Although much was accomplished 

these documents by February 26, the 
Board may consider turning off resi-
dent transponder access, or imposing 
a fine. Thank you for your assistance 
in helping make this year’s Age Veri-
fication run smoothly. If you have any 
questions, you can email Valerie Han-
ich at vhanich@powerstonepm.com or 
call the Recreation Office at 455-4681 
and staff will be happy to answer your 
questions.

Courier which will have the updated 
schedule. Our January meeting will be 
held on Monday, January 18. Because 
the meeting in February is scheduled 
on a holiday, that meeting will be re-
scheduled.

We are currently welcoming new 
members. You do not need to be an 
accountant. We simply ask that you 
have some business expertise and a 
desire to help your community.

Lisa Shoemaker. Chair, 305-6336
Randy Thompson, Liaison

state civil code, potential updates to 
our Election Operating Rules, and a 
recommendation for the Board of Di-
rectors to grant the Election Committee 
blanket approval to prepare civil code 
required general notices in the same 
format as individually approved by 
the Board during 2020. Allowing the 
Election Committee to duplicate 2020 
formats and publish as established by 
civil code will reduce development/
publication timing by up to 30 days 
and will reduce Board administrative 
workload.

The 2021 Election will include a vote 
to fill three Board of Director positions. 
The draft candidate applications will be 
finalized in January for Board approval 
in February. They will be available by 
March 1. The first deadline for submit-
ting a Candidate Application will be 
March 31 to ensure candidate resumes 
and pictures can by printed in the May 
Courier.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Gish, Liaison

courts. Upon completion, the parking 
lot and walkway lighting at Rec Ctr 2 
will be improved using the bulbs from 
the old tennis fixtures resulting in a 
significant cost savings. The chain-link 
fencing project along Jeronimo should 
be completed. The project groups for 
both the 2021 painting and asphalt 
projects will define their scopes of 
work with our consultants, go out to 
bid, review the bids, and develop a 
Facilities Committee recommendation 
to the Board of Directors (BoD). Upon 
their approval, we will move forward 
with the construction phase. The Facil-
ities fencing project group is reviewing 
all the perimeter slumpstone walls and 
wrought iron for necessary repairs and 
painting. At least three competitive 
bids will be requested. Upon BoD 
approval and after all the repairs have 
been accomplished, the wrought iron 
painting will begin.

The next Facilities meeting will be 
held by Zoom on January 28, at 9 a.m. 
Please tune in to know what is happen-
ing in your community.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - January 2021 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance 10 a.m. Welcome 

  9  4   6

10 a.m. Library

  5

  1 p.m. Architectural

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 

  9:30 a.m. Courier

  2

  9 a.m. Traffic

  3   7

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

 23

 24

 10

 17

 15

 25

New Year’s Day  1

Recreation Centers, 
Recreation & 
Management Offices 
Closed

M L King Day

January
2021

  9 a.m. Greenbelt

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                            Meeting 

 28 27 26

  9 a.m. Facilites 

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

 29  30

 31
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The Heritage Garden, Changing, Rearranging and Going Strong
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

According to the 2021 calendar 
created by the Heritage Garden 

Club, this is the 30th anniversary of 
the four-acre jewel located at Rec Ctr 
2 in Casta del Sol.

The dedicated gardeners who belong 
to the Heritage Garden Club are con-
stantly adding something new: new 
plantings, new pathways, as well as 
new areas to sit.

During the pandemic shutdown, 
walking the Heritage Garden gives 
residents peace and tranquility. Peo-
ple discovered the changes within the 
garden, week-to-week, day-to-day, and 
even hour-to-hour as the sun and sea-
sons changed. Gardeners also reported 
that working here has helped them cope 
with the new reality.
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Greenbelt
Continued from page 11

in 2020, the work to improve Casta 
del Sol’s 240 acres of landscaping is 
never done. Development of major 
projects for 2021 continues. Major 
project categories include, but are not 
limited to, Front Yard Turf Restoration, 
Drought Recovery/Lawn Replacement, 
and Erosion Control/Slope Renovation. 
Part of the planning process for the 
latter category is a slope reevaluation 
to determine and prioritize where ren-
ovation is needed due to issues such as 
overgrowth, woody habitat for rodents, 
fire safety, erosion, and aged-out or 
inappropriate plants.

In hopeful anticipation of rain this 
winter, please remember to keep the 
swales and drainpipes between homes 
clear and free flowing at all times. 
Residents are responsible for keeping 
any debris or obstructions out of these 
swales and drainpipes, many of which 
have side patios built over them. To 
help with this, wire mesh screens and 
plastic grates can be found at big box 
and garden supply stores. Remember 
to clean your gutters as well.

The Greenbelt Committee meets via 
Zoom on the second Tuesday of the 
month at 9 a.m.

Linda Nohe, Chair, (714) 330-6038
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

Travel
It’s time for new beginnings in 2021! 

At this point I’m not quite sure what 
that means for the Travel Team, but 
for the world, I hope and pray that 
everyone starts taking this COVID-19 
pandemic more seriously. We all need 
to protect ourselves and others by wear-
ing our masks and sanitizing. Stay safe 
and healthy.

Thank you all again for your patience 
this year and, on behalf of the Travel 
Team, we wish you a very happy and 
healthy New Year.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ric Gonzales, Liaison

Traffic
This new year, all residents and 

their guests, contractors and vendors 
are asked to help reduce citations for 
vehicle violations. This can be done by 
following the 25-mph speed limit, stop-
ping at appropriate locations, parking 
next to sidewalks, and not tailgating 
when entering the community. Make 
sure your guests, contractors and ven-
dors place passes on their vehicle dash-
board on the driver’s side. A missing 
guest pass can result in the issuance 
of a citation. Also, please advise your 
guests, vendors and contractors of the 
traffic rules and regulations that can be 
found in the Casta del Sol Homeowners 
Telephone Directory on pages 83-92.

 The Traffic Committee (TC) is 
responsible to the Board of Directors 
for observing conditions within Cas-
ta del Sol which affect traffic flow 
and the safety of the community, its 
residents and Association property 
and for observing the activities of the 
traffic control contractor. In addition, 
the TC will receive information and 
consider appropriate action in response 

Insurance
The Insurance Committee met with 

our insurance broker, LaBarre/Oksnee, 
on November 30 to review and discuss 
the five-policy renewal bid of $63,861.

 Powerstone’s Josh Hodosh, our gen-
eral manager, was also in attendance 
along with a few board members, 
including Randy Gish, Casta del Sol 
Board President, and a limited number 
of residents.

After a thorough vetting of the renew-
al package, the Committee took issue 
with the dollar amount of the proposal. 

The Committee passed a motion to 
request a reduction in the price, based 
on our prior loss history and loyalty 
with both the main insurance carrier 
and the broker. We requested Josh to 
formally contact LaBarre/Osknee, and 
present our request. On December 2, 
Josh heard from Mandi Thiel, Sr. Ac-
count Manager at LaBarre/Osknee that 
our renewal price would be reduced to 
$59,954, a savings of $3,907.

Woody Girion, Chair, 305-2538
Randy Gish, Liaison

Library
The library is still closed to residents, 

however, the curbside services are up 
and running. You can’t come into the 
library to browse but you can browse 
our online Casta del Sol library collec-
tion through www.librarything.com/
catalog/CdS. I noticed that the latest 
best seller books are on that database; 
you might want to check it out and 
reserve one or two. You can fill out 
the reservation form available at Rec 
Ctr 1, and the Library Committee will 
fill your order and call you when it is 
ready for pickup. We also offer deliv-
ery services if needed. You can call 
Shelia at 215-6098 or Pat at 457-9194 
for assistance.

We are also working on incorporat-
ing scanners into our library system. 
We have the program installed and 
are working on transferring the book 
lists from one program to the other. 
We hope to have this program up and 
running by the time the library opens 
to residents.

As we say goodbye to 2020 (thank 
goodness), we prepare to have our first 
Zoom meeting in January. Feel free to 
join us to hear about our hopes for the 
future.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
All That Glitters, Danielle Steel

Fortune and Glory, Janet Evanovich

Jingle All the Way, Debbie Macomber

Mexican Gothic, Silvia Moreno-Garcia

Moonflower Murders,
 Anthony Horowitz

Piece of My Heart,
 Mary Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke

The Cold Millions, Jess Walter

The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue,
 V. E. Schwab

The Law of Innocence,
 Michael Connelly

The Lying Life of Adults, Elena Ferrante

The Noel Letters, Richard Paul Evans

The Once & Future Witches,
 Alix E. Harrow

The Return, Nicholas Sparks

The Wonder Boy of Whistle Stop,
 Fannie Flagg

Troubles in Paradise, Elin Hilderbrand

Large Print:
Elsewhere, Dean Koontz

Hidden in Plain Sight, Jeffrey Archer

Invisible Girl, Lisa Jewell

Killer Take All, William Johnstone

Love Your Life, Sophie Kinsella

Marauder, Clive Cussler

Return to Virgin River, Robyn Carr

Shakeup, Stuart Woods

The Yellow Bird Sings, Jennifer Rosner

Truly Madly Deeply, Karen Kingsbury
Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

to residents’ reported observations of 
traffic flow and conditions. The TC 
will continually observe and evaluate 
the traffic control contractor’s activities 
inside Casta del Sol.

The Traffic Committee meeting is 
on the first Monday of each month at 
9 a.m. via Zoom. Access information 
along with a copy of the agenda will be 
sent out via an eblast. Contact Nancy or 
Fred at the numbers below or log on to 
the next Zoom meeting to check us out.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
David Ankeny, Liaison

Welcome
If you are a new resident of Casta 

del Sol and have not yet heard from a 
member of the Welcome Committee, 
we would like to hear from you. For in-
terested newcomers, we have a packet 
of information about the facilities and 
many programs that are here, as well as 
some information about local resources 
for seniors. Under normal circumstanc-
es, we would give you these materials 
in a face-to-face meeting. Instead, we 
can deliver them to your door and have 
a masked meeting outside, if you like, 
to answer questions. Please contact 
me at 328-9138 or at the email address 
below.

We hope you are finding the com-
munity to be all you had hoped for. 
Welcome from all of us!

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Becky Stetzel, Liaison
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Thank You
A huge thank you to Pat Vitti and 

her hard-working Library Committee 
members. It is so nice to have access 
to the great books in our Casta del Sol 

Library again. Thanks for all the new 
books you have ordered. In these crazy 
times, having a good book in which you 
can immerse yourself is a real blessing. 
Thanks for making this happen.

Liz Rickett

Baby Boomers
The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 

Club is happy to inform our members 
that we are carrying over the 2020 
dues to 2021. So, if you paid dues in 
2020, we will honor that for 2021 with 
our thanks for your support. For new 
members who want to join when events 
begin, our yearly dues are $10. Mem-
bership provides a discounted price for 
the parties.

Baby Boomers are renowned for 
entertaining and exhilarating parties 
with live music, plentiful dancing, and 
exceptional food. We enjoy offering a 
different theme each month which is 
reflected in our flyers, décor, cuisine, 
and attire. If you are just interested 
in delectable food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, 
you will enjoy our parties. Many of our 
members also love dancing. Our bands 
and musical performers play a range of 

music to suit different tastes in dancing.

Our parties will hopefully resume 
again in 2021. When we are given the 
green light, we are ready to roll out a 
fabulous celebration.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
Happy New Year! Hope you all got 

through the holidays safe and healthy. 
It hasn’t been a great period for bil-
liards, with pool halls across the coun-
try having to close due to COVID-19 
restrictions. We are very lucky here in 
Casta. Thanks to rigid controls and our 
hard-working maintenance crew, we 
still have access to our Billiards Room. 

The restrictions are cumbersome but 
thankfully, not onerous.

If you find you’re having a hard time 
getting back in the groove, try work-
ing on the fundamentals. An excellent 
source of fundamental instruction and 
videos geared to getting your game 
back is a website from Colorado State 
University. Check out https://billiards.
colostate.edu/tutorial/fundamentals 
for some great videos and tutorials 
from Dr. Dave Alciatore. He is a 
Professional Billiard Instructors As-
sociation advanced instructor and a 
monthly columnist for Billiards Digest 
magazine. Remember to practice what 
you learn. You know that old saying, 
How do I get to Carnegie Hall? Prac-
tice. Practice. Practice.

Fred Wilmott, 367-6671
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Bridge
All the Bridge groups and card 

clubs at CdS are still sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus as of today, Decem-
ber 3. We are frustrated by our inability 
to meet with our bridge family but there 
is hope. Some of us have been playing 
bridge on our computers and iPads 
over the internet. A free site to join is 
www.bridgebase.com. It is free to reg-
ister and set up a username/password. 

My username is Tim_A_M. You can 
practice solo any time, or with strang-
ers or friends. You can see how your 
contracts compare, in history, to others 
who have played the same hands. The 
people I often play with agree that 20 
hands is sufficient for about an hour and 
a half of play. We look forward to the 
day, hopefully in early 2021, when we 
can resume normal bridge in the Fiesta 
Room with our friends.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in Decem-

ber. And, now for some humor to keep 
us laughing.

•  The best parents raise Cribbage 
players.

•  Yes, I have a retirement plan; I plan 
to play Cribbage.

•   Cribbage forever; housework 
whenever.

•   Life keeps getting shorter; play 
Cribbage!

Ceramics
Happy New Year everyone! We wish 

you all a wonderful, safe, blessed, and 
healthy year.

Our officers for 2021 will be as fol-
lows: President: Carol Favreau; First 
Vice President: Claudia Neill; Second 
Vice Presidents: Judi Kaminski and 
Rosalie Pritchett; Treasurer: Chris 
O’Connor; and Secretary: Diane Har-
ris. Jeanne Larsen is now our Sunshine 
Lady and will send out birthday and 
get-well cards. Dues paid by members 
for 2020 will be carried over to cover 
2021. If you did not pay in 2020, your 
dues for 2021 can now be submitted to 
the front office.

Club members have been painting 
rocks for the Heritage Garden, to 
replace those that were stolen. If you 
would like to paint a few, contact Carol 
Favreau.

Remember, our workrooms are open 
for your use but you must make a res-
ervation. To make a reservation use the 
following website: https.//community.
dwellinglive.com/castadelsol.asp. You 
may reserve up to two spots per week, 
with each spot being two hours.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Canine Companions
A very Happy New Year to everyone! 

We hope your holidays were as enjoy-
able as possible, although probably 
very quiet.

I’m sure we can all agree 2020 was 
not our favorite year. We welcome 
2021 with hopes of a vaccine very 
soon and our ability to get out and 
enjoy the world and all of our canine 
friends again.

We are looking forward to planning 
our events by spring, if all goes well. 
Those of you who paid last year’s 
dues will be happy to know they will 
carry over to 2021, since we only had 
a couple of events in 2020.

Stay safe, vaccines are on their way. 
Then, let the parties begin.

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083

When the pandemic is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Democrats
The Democrat group met weekly 

for two months around the time of the 
election. We met on the greenbelt area 
wearing masks and socially distancing. 
During the cooler months we have been 
meeting via Zoom. We have shared 
news, stories, nearby events, favorite 
blogs, podcasts, books, letter writing 
campaigns, and ideas. We also relate 
information from the Canyon Dems 
group. Those attending leave feeling 
inspired and encouraged. We have 
developed a new sense of camaraderie 
with like-minded friends.

When it is safe to gather indoors, we 
will let all those interested know of 
the day, time, and location. The next 
meeting will be on January 21 at 4 p.m. 
on Zoom. Notifications will be sent out 
shortly before the meeting.

Thanks to Maria Gomez-Greenberg 
and Marlene Zuvich for taking over 
the helm. If you would like to be on 
the email list, please contact Maria at 
marialucgom@gmail.com. This is a 
non-dues group and all are welcome.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Heritage Garden
I’m going to be very optimistic and 

wish everyone a very Happy New 
Year! If optimism prevails, our first 
meeting of the New Year will be held 
on January 21 at 9:30 a.m. in the Her-
itage Room at Rec Ctr 2. 

With the holidays behind us, our 
garden volunteer workers will be busy 
cleaning up and working on a plan for 
spring planting in the Heritage Garden. 
We’re hoping for some decent rains 
through this month and into March.

Please walk around the garden as 
weather permits. You will notice the 
addition of new plants and areas that 
promise more to come in early spring. 
As always, if you’re interested in vol-
unteering to help in the garden and can 
commit to a couple of hours a week, we 
welcome you. Please get in touch with 
any of the member volunteers you en-
counter while walking the garden. You 
can also call me direct at the number 
listed below.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415
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Las Damas
The Las Damas Club wishes all its 

members, guests and Casta del Sol 
friends a very Happy New Year! We 
are eagerly anticipating the reopening 
of club functions and are ready to 
begin, as soon as we get the go ahead 
from our CdS Association. Caterers 
and vendors are on standby to begin 
serving wonderful monthly luncheons 
and entertainment throughout the year.

The annual dues will be held over 
until actual meetings begin. Our philan-
thropies such as Laura’s House and 
the Camp Pendleton Military families 
will be supported again, as soon as the 
clubs reopen. Please continue to watch 
for further notices in the Courier and 
in eblast notifications.

This will be an especially exciting 
year as we hopefully resume club ac-
tivities in the near future.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

Military Veterans
Happy New Year! Our Casta del Sol 

Veterans Club will start 2021 with a 
new club president, Kip Isbell. We will 
hopefully have more opportunities for 
growth during these challenging times. 
Our club follows the policies estab-
lished by our Casta del Sol Board, so all 
indoor social activities will remain on 
hold until we are authorized to resume 
meeting in person again.

There will be events in 2021 when we 
will honor special holidays including 
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Patriot 
Day, and Veterans Day by gathering 
outside for a formal club ceremony. All 
Casta veterans from every branch of 
service are welcome to join our club, no 
matter where or how you served in uni-
form. We all took an oath of allegiance 
to our country and that oath never has 
an expiration date. Come join us at our 
next outdoor club event.

Bob Casillas, 468-8135

Water Exercise
Happy New Year! It’s really good to 

say good-bye to 2020, as we could have 
done without that year and certainly 
not missed it. Soon we will be able to 
return to our normal activities, travel, 
dine out, and see our families and 
friends. Hopefully, 2021 should be a 
great year. We have been lucky enough 
to have our water exercise group again 
and we are all enjoying it so much. It 
shouldn’t be too long before we can 
resume in Pool 1. In the meantime, at 
least eight people get to enjoy Pool 2 
each Monday through Friday at 8:45 
a.m.

Our dues of $5 for the year are due 
again, so please register and sign the 
waiver at the office. Last year’s dues 
paid for our new boom box and some 
new CDs. These had been ordered pri-
or to the lockdown and we are really 
enjoying them now. As soon as we are 
all clear to get together again, we plan 
to have a big brunch or lunch and be 
able to visit and meet our new friends.  
In the meantime, once you sign up you 

Vegetable Garden
Due to COVID-19, our 2020 plans 

for gatherings were all cancelled, but 
we managed to keep the club and our 
beloved gardens alive. The garden has 
been a wonderful place to relieve stress, 
and still be able to interact, at a safe 
distance, with our fellow gardeners. 
Unfortunately, we still have to remain 
closed to visitors, friends, and family 
members at this time. We appreciate 
all who have followed the safety mea-
sures by wearing masks and keeping 
distances.

We look forward to the new year 
and will host another party that will 
be open to all as soon as we safely 
can. In the meantime, we are looking 
into other ways to stay connected, 
such as using Instagram to post photos 

Variety
The Casta del Sol Variety Club will 

be carrying over current members’ 
2020 dues into 2021. When meetings 
begin again, new members will be 
asked to pay dues of $10 for the year.

Our members enjoy performance 
arts. Some members love to perform 
– acting, singing, dancing, skits, com-
edy, playing instruments, etc. Other 
members support the on-stage talent 
by being in the stage crew, or helping 
with décor, refreshments, announce-
ments, ticket sales, etc. We encourage 
newcomers to join us and have tons of 
fun. We hope that some of our newest 
residents will participate.

As soon as it is safe and appropriate, 
we will start producing live shows. Stay 
tuned for information in the Courier, 
flyers, and eblasts.

If you would like more information, 
contact Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join our 
singles group. Membership is free. In 
the past, the Casta Social Singles group 
met on the first Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 for games and socializing, and on 
the third Thursday of the month at 1 
p.m. at a local restaurant. Occasionally 
we met for potlucks or other events.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
these activities have been curtailed 
until further notice. We are doing small 
group get-togethers weekly at Rec Ctr 
2. To find out more about these, please 
watch for emails from John Consoli and 
Fran Morgan. To join the group and get 
on our email list, or for more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Carlson at 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Pinochle
There was NO Pinochle in December. 

When play resumes, it will be Friday 
nights in the Heritage Room from 6:30 
to approximately 9 p.m.

Here is some Pinochle humor:
•  I speak 4 languages: English, Pro-

fanity, Sarcasm and Pinochle.
•  Work is for people who don’t play 

Pinochle.
•  Pinochle makes the world a happy 

place.
•   You only live once; but if you play 

Pinochle, once is enough!
This pandemic could last for many 

more months. Will you remember how 
to play?

Wayne Block, 916-5387

of our garden bounties, garden tips, 
recipes, etc. We are open to sugges-
tions. I can be reached by email at 
JeffPerrinRealtor.com.

Happy New Year and Happy Gar-
dening!

Jeff Perrin, (714) 969-9666

will be put on the schedule and be able 
to join in the fun. See you in the pool!

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Woodworkers
Things may be looking up for Casta 

Woodworkers. We made a presentation 
to the Facilities Committee in Novem-
ber describing a combined Woodwork-
ing/Lapidary workshop. It could allow 
both clubs to share a space to work and 
to share tools that are common to both 
crafts. This will save space and money 
for both clubs. Facilities was presented 
with a combined Organization, Op-
eration and Safety Manual outlining 
plans and procedures for the combined 
workspace. We answered questions 
from Facilities Committee members 
who wanted additional information on 
the practical implementation of a joint 
workshop. Of course, this all depends 
on future decisions made for Rec Ctr 
1 building renovations. Once we have 
more information, we can make a 
request to the Facilities Committee 
for a recommendation to the Board of 
Directors.

If you have questions, suggestions, or 
wish to help make this happen, contact 
us via phone or email, and we will keep 
you informed of our progress. You 
may contact me or call Steve Vallely 
at (714) 595-5766.

Fred Wilmott, wilmott@cox.net
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Lawn Bowling
The meaning of That was a real 

2020: something we will add to our 
vocabulary when we have a golf cart 
accident, totally burn dinner, or our 
lawn bowl flies over to the paddle ten-
nis courts. So, we hope that 2021 brings 
you good health, peace, joy, good 
401ks, and very few 2020 utterances.

We appreciate the loyal members 
who have continued to play through 
sleet and snow, or at least through 
masks and distancing. Let’s continue 
to show kindness, caring and respect 
for each other.

Sadly, no tournaments or social 
events are currently planned for 2021 
due to COVID-19 restrictions. We 
can hardly wait for pizzas and des-
serts. However, we continue to have 
club member bowling on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays starting at 
1 p.m. Signups start the preceding 
Friday.

Lastly, your dues for 2020 will roll 
over to 2021 (no dues this year).

Sondra Nelson, 290-4298

Men’s Golf
The Men’s Golf Club continued play 

in December and was able to get more 
foursome tee times using the Oso Creek 
Golf Course website. We still have not 
been given our historic Wednesday 
block of tee times due to Mission Viejo 
concerns related to COVID-19. With 
more foursomes playing, we added a 
few four-man games to our schedule 
in December and will continue having 
individual, two-man and four-man 
games in January.

Our Wednesday games for January 
are: January 6 – Blind Nine Holes; 
January 13 – Team Best Ball; January 
20 – Team Scramble; and January 27 
– Individual Low Net.

Contact our Membership Chairman, 
Bill Riethmeier, at 770-7022 if you 
are interested in joining our club and 
playing each Wednesday.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Pickleball
Happy New Year!

Because we have had so much in-
terest, we are reserving the pickleball 
courts for three times during the week: 
Monday and Wednesday from 4 to 6 
p.m., and Friday from 9 to 11 a.m. We 
have paddles and balls available for 
new players to use, and newcomers 
are always welcome. Hope to see you 
on the courts!

No organized activities or social 
events are currently planned for 2021 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but they 
will begin as soon as possible. Please 
support your club by paying your $10 
dues for 2021. Checks may be dropped 
off at Rec Ctr 1.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club thanks all 

who have been playing during the last 
few months and have been observing 
the guidelines. It is important to wear 
masks when leaving and entering the 
courts.

On Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
the courts are open from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. On Tuesday and Thursday, the 
hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Sat-
urday and Sunday the hours are 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Signups take place on the 
paper sheets on the bulletin board at the 
courts. Players can sign up starting at 7 
a.m. up to four days in advance. Now 
that it is cooler, we encourage more 
players to sign up for midday times.

We are looking forward to having 
clinics, tournaments, and social events 
when it is again safe to gather. The 
Paddle Tennis Club’s yearly dues of 
$10 are being collected at the Rec Ctr 
1 office.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

 

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino
How well do you know our community?

See if you can choose the correct answer below:

How many outdoor benches do we have in Casta del Sol?

[a] 62; [b] 94; [c] 130; [d] 151; [e] 175

(The answer appears on page 19 in this issue of the Courier.)



The Casta CourierJanuary 2021 Page  19

 

Casta Trivia Answer
(The question appears on page 
18 of this Courier.)

Correct answer is [c] 130

City HighlightsNorman Murray Center
January Happenings

Information for this article was taken 
from the Murray Memo.

The Aging Mastery Program 
(AMP) is a fun and engaging education 
and behavior change incentive program 
for aging well. The AMP core curric-
ulum covers 10 topics. The classroom 
experience is a mix of didactic and 
interactive learning with an emphasis 
on peer-to-peer interaction. When 
participants graduate from AMP, they 
will have set goals for positive actions 
in many aspects of their lives such as 
exercise, nutrition, finances, advance 
care planning, community engagement, 
and healthy relationships. This class 
will be taught via Zoom on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from January 5 through 
February 4 from 10 to 11 a.m. Course 
#77042. Free. Contact Senior Specialist 
Group, Julie Cho, at julie@juliech-
olaw.com.

The following Nutrition Resources 
for seniors continue to be offered:

CalFresh Program. Need Assis-
tance Applying for CalFresh? Our team 
is available to answer questions and 
book appointments. Call or text our 
Helpline at (855) 233-3362, Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Or, visit www.ocfoodhelp.org 
for food resources or to schedule an 
appointment.

Age Well Senior Services is offering 
a Grab and Go option for our Congre-
gate Meals. You are provided a frozen 
meal along with a cold pack consisting 
of milk, juice, bread and butter. We 
still have the two-day requirement for 
ordering. If seniors require the home 
delivery option, you would receive 
one hot meal, one frozen meal, and a 
cold breakfast. During this crisis, any 
senior, whether a registered client or 
not, has the option to order meals for 
home delivery. For more information 
and to reserve a meal in advance, please 
call 470-3063.

Park-It-Market takes place Fridays 
from 8 to 9 a.m. This program is a free 
mobile food pantry available to seniors. 
Groceries will be available for pickup 
with our drive-through service in our 
parking lot. All new participants are re-
quired to complete a client intake form 
at the Norman Murray Community & 
Senior Center. Call 470-3062.

Go Paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  em a i l  e ac h  mon t h ,  ema i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line.

The Mission Viejo City Council held 
its final 2020 meeting on December 8. 
An emergency Small Business Relief 
Grant program was approved whereby 
Mission Viejo businesses with few-
er than 25 employees can apply for 
grants of up to $25,000 to help with 
COVID-19-related expenses.

Mayor Brian Goodell announced that 
90.7% of Mission Viejo’s registered 
voters cast ballots in the November 
election, the highest number of voters 
in the city’s history (approximately 
65,000). The Council also elected Trish 
Kelley to serve as our 2021 mayor.

At a meeting earlier in the fall, the 
Council approved a project to improve 
the intersection of Jeronimo Road and 
Marguerite Parkway. Sometime during 
2021, an additional left turn lane will 
be added on Marguerite Parkway in 
both directions. Also approved was 
the building of a sound barrier along 

the east side of the freeway near the 
Chrisanta and La Paz neighborhoods to 
lessen traffic noise from the new lanes 
being added to the freeway.

A very interesting 15-minute video 
entitled State of the City was shown at 
the December Council meeting and is 
available on the City’s website (www.
cityofmissionviejo.org). It highlights 
how the City and its citizens responded 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as 
reporting on several projects that were 
completed during 2020.

Bob’s report on re-
cent City Council 
meetings.

Bob Destino
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Windows PC Tips
Cleanup Time!

Kip Isbell

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

After a year of heavier internet brows-
ing/shopping, your PC probably seems 
a bit slower to perform some tasks. 
Here are a couple of tips to put some 
zip back into the workhorse.

First, backup all your documents, 
photos, videos, music, contacts, etc., 
to a good quality USB drive. The easy 
way to accomplish this is to type back-
up in the search box and follow the 
instructions. Write down every pass-
word and secondary security answers 
for anything you use on your PC that 
requires one. Do not proceed with the 
following without having a complete 
list stored safely away from the PC.

Type disc cleanup in the search box 
and select that option. Select (C:), then 
OK. The options that are pre-checked 
plus the Recycle Bin is all you should 
leave check marked. Don’t check mark 
the others unless you know what they 
do to your PC. Click OK.

Open the Edge internet browser, 
(Chrome, Firefox have similar com-
mands) click on the three dots at the 
top right, hover over History and select 
Clear browsing data. The three that are 
pre-checked, Browsing history, Down-
load history and Cached images and 
files should be the only ones checked. 
Click Clear now. Do this quarterly for 
peak performance.

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

 

Stay Current: Sign up 
for Eblasts

Do you sometimes feel left out? 
Confused? Not knowing what 
to do? Well, we have a solution 
for that. Sign up for eblasts from 
Casta del Sol. These eblasts cov-
er anything and everything that 
happens, or is going to happen, 
in Casta. You will be in-the-
know and able to help friends and 
neighbors when they feel left out. 
You can sign up for eblasts by 
contacting Valerie at vhanich@
powerstonepm.com. The eblasts 
are also on the Casta del Sol web-
site, so there is no need for you to 
ever feel left out again.
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Looking Forward: Resolutions for a New Year
By Kip Isbell, photo by Kip and Elaine Isbell

Time for the usual New 
Year’s resolutions? Instead, 
what different aspirations can 
we fit into this altered lifestyle 
in a New Normal? Thinking 
outside the box and staying 
positive will definitely help.

Walking your neighborhood 
is an obvious benefit, but 
how can you mix it up a bit? 
Drive to Rec Ctr 2. There is a 
pathway around the Heritage 
Garden, Vegetable Garden and tennis 
courts that is just about a quarter of a 
mile of easy flat strolling. While you 
are there, meander through the tranquil 
and beautiful Heritage Garden and 
Butterfly Garden. I never get tired of 
this amazing place that seems to change 
and stay fresh with each visit.

Texts and email are fine, but there 
is nothing like reading a hand-written 
letter from a friend or family member. 
Send someone paper in a self-addressed 
stamped envelope challenging them to 
reciprocate. Listen to some music while 
doing household chores – you might 
find yourself dancing a bit! Break out 
a cookbook and try a recipe you have 
been meaning to use, or better yet, 

create a new recipe from scratch with 
what you have on hand.

Organize those photos and label them 
while you still remember the people 
or places. Clean out old documents, 
receipts, magazines, and see what is 
hidden in the back of the closet – yikes! 
Call a neighbor that you rarely see or 
speak to as they may need a lift today, 
and you might make a new friend. Read 
a book, and try one out of your usual 
comfort zone.

My number one suggestion - turn off 
the TV. Wean yourself from all the 
negativity that abounds there, and fill 
your mind with only positive things 
that enhance your daily life. This is 
going to be a good year
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the February issue.

IN MEMORIAM
John Tripp 

My Pandemic Project
By Maribeth McFaul

I began making face masks due to the 
shortage of PPE for essential workers, 
including my son, an ER nurse in Boi-
se, Idaho. My masks are designed with 
2 layers of cotton, and a lightweight 
interfacing filter and a nose wire for a 
better fit. To date, I have made over 500 
masks for friends, family, neighbors, 16 
Boy Scouts, Laguna Nursery, and many 
people who saw them on social media. 
The orders keep coming!

I have also kept busy during this pe-
riod of isolation taking Pilates classes 
on Zoom. Prior to the pandemic, I took 
classes at Konnect Pilates. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to continue my ex-
ercise routine at home with my favorite 
instructors. I take three or four classes 
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per week. My 21-year-old cat, George, 
participates on the mat as well.

Another new routine for me, during 
this time, is a weekly FaceTime gath-
ering with my three best friends from 
high school. We have stayed in touch 
over the years and now enjoy connect-
ing weekly for a virtual Happy Hour.

I also stay busy with “grandma 
school” two days per week. My grand-
daughter will be five in October and 
is currently unable to attend school 
because of the social distancing reg-
ulations. She has a lot of energy and 
an “eagle eye,” enjoys inventing new 
games, and singing to Frozen songs. 
Her favorite subjects are photography 
and geography. I relish this unique 
opportunity to spend quality time with 
her.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR 
STYLIST 

Professional hair care services in the comfort 
of your own home for ladies and gents. 

FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 
Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
We are OPEN for business again! 

My suite is sanitized after every client, 
your health is my priority! 

I look forward to seeing you soon.  
23612 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 

Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 7 pm 
See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 

949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DENTAL 

SMILE ON YOU DENTISTRY 
OF LAKE FOREST 

 All phases of dentistry. Implants, Implant 
Dentures, Latest Technology, Detailed 

Presentation of Best Treatment Options. 
Serving South Orange County. 

Membership Plan & Financing Options. 
Call: 949-716-4892 or 949-916-1610 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

COVID-19 DOESN’T HAVE TO STOP YOU 
FROM WORKING THROUGH YOUR 

FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 

Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 
banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
We can meet online via ZOOM, or in person 
complying with social distancing guidelines. 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 
25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

RSM PLUMBING 
Complete Plumbing: Service, Repair, Sales, 
Interior/Exterior, Drain Cleaning, Thankless 

and Regular Water Heaters, Main Sewer 
Lines, Video Pipe Inspection, Leak 

Detection, Water Filtration. Lic#969542 
Call for Free Estimates: 949-589-9399 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

SKIN CARE 

GOLDEN COAST DERMATOLOGY 
Dr. William J. Tidwell, MD 

Dual Board Certified 
Dermatology & Venous Medicine 

Scripps Clinic Fellowship 
Trained Mohs surgeon 

Comprehensive skin care, Skin cancer 
screening, Acne treatment, Cosmetics, Botox 

& Fillers, Vein care. 
Most insurances / Medicare accepted. 
www.GoldenCoastDermatology.com 

Call: 949-200-7008 
WILLS & TRUSTS 

Wills & Trust 
LIVING TRUST - $599 Complete!! 

Call Greg: (949) 851-4969 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


