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President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

If the events 
of October have 
taught us any-
th ing ,  i t  has 
brought all of us 
to a teachable moment. Where we 
go from here is up to each of us as 
individuals and as a community. 
An article by Kelly G. Richard-
son appeared in one of our local 
newspapers. It struck home with 
me with the events that occurred in 
Casta del Sol. I reached out to Mr. 
Richardson to see if I might use and 
reprint parts of his article and he 
agreed. Written below are unedited 
sections of his article. The author is 
listed below.

HOA Homefront – Civility Must 
Start Somewhere

From presidential debate stages 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager

Casta Welcomes 
New Ass i s tant 
General Manager 

Alex Banegas has been hired 
by Powerstone Property Manage-
ment as the new Assistant General 
Manager for Casta del Sol. Staff 
is excited to have Alex join your 
team. He brings six years of HOA 
experience to us from his time 
onsite at The Towers in Laguna 
Woods. Customer Service and 
follow through are very important 
to Alex and he will help strengthen 
all of Casta’s departments imme-
diately, with a special emphasis 
in Maintenance. He also prides 
himself on hard work and culti-
vating relationships. Alex’s office 
is located at the end of the Rec Ctr 
1 parking lot in the Maintenance 

The Casta del Sol Board of Direc-
tors named Linda Nohe the new 

chairman of the Greenbelt Committee 
at their October 15 meeting. She has 
always had a great interest in landscap-
ing and gardening. Before retiring, she 
worked for the City of Santa Barbara 
Parks and Recreation Department as 
well as serving on their mayor’s land-
scape advisory committee. Her late 
husband Marty was a Board member 
of the National Recreation and Parks 
Association. Linda served as a member 
of our Greenbelt Committee for eleven 
years from 2008 through 2018, includ-

ing time as secretary and co-chair. 
With Ron Ryan’s retirement from the 
committee on October 1, she stepped 
in to fill his role as chairman.

Linda has been an active Casta res-
ident since moving here in 2005. She 
was a Library Committee member for 
three years, served on the Rec Ctr 1 
Pool Task Force, and has been a mem-
ber of the Heritage Garden and Paddle 
Tennis Clubs. She is looking forward 
to continuing Greenbelt’s current 
projects and to addressing homeowner 
concerns. She said she finds personal 

Winter holidays are usually about 
gatherings with family and 

friends, remembering the joyous past 
events, and anticipating the wonderful 
things to come. This quite unusual year 
has put a sizable dent in some normal 
plans for in-person celebrations. Don’t 
fret. There are still means to get togeth-
er in a non-traditional way. Be creative!

We seniors are mostly averse to 
changes in our time-honored routines, 
but bear with me and stay positive. 
Zoom and other teleconference appli-
cations have become invaluable tools 
to visually connect with others as a 

group and may be with us for the near 
future. Surely, there is someone in your 
circle of friends and family who is 
familiar with hosting a Zoom meeting 
- let them set it up. Now, what can you 
do to make it fun?

The basics include having access to a 
PC/laptop/tablet/phone with a camera 
and microphone, avoid sitting in front 
of a strong backlit window or light 
so you do not appear as a featureless 
shadow, don’t leave the bathroom door 
open, and keep a cheery attitude. Wear 
a hat. Put on some silly makeup – yeah, Kip Isbell uses Zoom to connect 

during the holidays.

Mike Balzer (left) and Van Quinn

Mike Balzer and Van Quinn’s home in 2019

Mike Balzer and Van Quinn love 
the holiday season. They also 

love decorating their home for the hol-
idays. Since they have a corner home, 

they can and do 
decorate not only 
the front of the 
residence but also 
the side and back.

For years they 
won pr izes  in 
the Casta del Sol 
Light Up Cas-
ta holiday dec-
orating contest: 
2016 for Overall 
Decor, 2015 for 

Anything Goes, 2014 for Nostalgic 
Traditional and 2013 and 2012 for 
Best Overall. Van and Mike keep dec-
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Greenbelt Rules and Regulations  
Your Greenbelt Committee volun-

teers continue to discuss homeowners 
encroaching into the common areas. 
This is a violation of the Rules & 
Regulations.

Committee members, who are all 
resident volunteers, spend many hours 
walking Casta inspecting and reporting 
property in need of replanting, and 
looking for items in non-compliance 
with the Rules & Regulations. They 
are all dedicated to making Casta del 
Sol a pleasant and beautiful a place to 
live, working within the budget and 
environmental conditions of the area.

One of the most difficult tasks they 
face is educating homeowners as to 
what they can and cannot do in the 

 

Eblasts
Do you sometimes feel left out? 

Confused? Not know what to do? 
Well, we have a solution for that. 
Sign up for eblasts from Casta del 
Sol. These eblasts cover anything 
and everything that happens, or 
is going to happen, in Casta. You 
will be in the know and able to 
help friends and neighbors when 
they feel left out. You can sign up 
for eblasts by contacting Valerie 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com. 
The eblasts are also on the Casta 
del Sol website, so there is no need 
for you to ever feel left out again.

to courtrooms to families to HOAs, 
civility is becoming so rare, it should 
be considered endangered. Differences 
of opinion are no longer allowed. Either 
you agree with me or you are a demon 
and I will reject any dialogue with you. 
So, we need some serious rethinking 
of disagreement and relationship in 
HOAs. Since we clearly cannot count 
on our political leaders to model ci-
vility, we must start it from the grass 
roots level. Here are some thoughts to 
consider regarding disagreement and 
what it does or doesn’t mean.

Reject abhorrent abusive comments, 
whether written or oral. Raise the bar 
in your community.

These people are your neighbors. 
While it may be satisfying to lash out 
and say or write awful things about 
someone you are angry with, you have 
to see these folks around the HOA. 
While you can disconnect on social me-
dia, you can’t disconnect your neigh-
bors. They are still there. Remember 
you have to live with these folks and 
extend courtesy and respect. You will 
make your life, and theirs, less stressful 
and uncomfortable.

Your opinions are not you, and rejec-
tion of your argument is not rejection 
of you. If I think that a remodeled 
clubhouse is important and you don’t, 
does that mean one of us is bad? Your 
opinions about HOA business have no 
relation to your worth as an individual, 
so don’t take offense when someone 
votes against your point of view.

Civility is not the same as agreement, 
and unanimous votes are unnecessary. 
Many boards seem to feel that votes 
must be unanimous. That is legally in-
correct and destructive. Disagreement 
is healthy, and there is nothing disloyal 
about voting against the majority. Al-
low for different opinions and dissent-
ing votes. Next time it might be you.

HOA living requires healthy in-
teraction among people who don’t 
always see eye to eye except on the 
one non-negotiable item, that is the 
neighborly treatment of neighbors. 
Insist that civility be paramount at all 
times and in all places. Isn’t peace in 
your HOA worth it?

Kelly G. Richardson Esq., CCAL, is 
a Fellow of the College of Community 
Association Lawyers and a Partner of 
Richardson | Ober | DeNichilo LLP, a 
California law firm known for commu-
nity association advice.

Y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  R a n d y  a t 
CDSBODMTGS@gmail.com.

building. Don’t hesitate to come by 
and introduce yourself. You can con-
tact Alex at 455-4671 or by email at 
abanegas@powerstonepm.com.

Annual Statements/ Coupon Books
In December you will receive your 

HOA annual statements. We strongly 
encourage you to review the statement. 
Many homeowners are surprised to 
discover they have either over or un-
derpaid their monthly assessments and 
they actually have a credit or unpaid 
balance. By reviewing your statement, 
homeowners can make corrections to 
their accounts as needed.

Signing up for automatic payments 
means your assessment will be with-
drawn from your account the first week 
of each month, taking the hassle out 
of remembering to write the monthly 
assessment check. Your HOA assess-
ment is due the first of each month and 
is considered late if the Association 
bank hasn’t received payment by the 
fifteenth of the month. Please take note 
of these dates to avoid any late charges.

The 2021 Coupon Books will be sent 
to homeowners in late December. If 
you have recently moved to, or within 
Casta, please contact the Adminis-
tration Office to update your mailing 
address. If you have any questions, 
please contact staff at 837-4073.

Happy Holidays
Your Powerstone staff would like to 

wish all Casta del Sol residents a very 
happy and healthy holiday season. We 
feel blessed to be a part of your won-
derful community.

landscape. Some of the most common 
violations are birdfeeders, birdbaths, 
potted plants, private plants, rocks, 
area lights, etc. encroaching into the 
common areas. Stored items like tiles, 
wood, and pots with water located in 
the foundation areas draw and provide 
a home for rodents and mosquitoes. It 
makes the committee member’s task 
unpleasant, as you might imagine, hav-
ing to write up non-compliance notices 
instead of concentrating on important 
planning to improve the community.

Please help the HOA and Greenbelt 
Committee by taking the time to read 
the Rules & Regulations starting on 
page 65 of the official 2020-2021 Casta 
del Sol Telephone Directory. Many 
of your questions can be answered by 
reading the directory.

All of the landscape and tree-con-
tractors maintenance activities are on 
a schedule. Mowing is weekly from 
April through October, and every other 
week from November through March. 
HOA plant maintenance in the founda-
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**This is an abridged version of the October 2020 Treasurer’s Report. For 
the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out shortly after the Board meeting.

October Treasurer’s Report
November 19, 2020

Total HOA assets as of October 31, 2020 are $4,846,024.43, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of October 31 is $913,607.77. This balance includes 
$158,226.70 of cash, $452,647.07 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $300,000 invested in three CDs (interest rates 1.55-1.60%). The reduction 
in cash from the prior month is the result of payments made on outstanding 
Reserve projects. Currently there is $364,096.84 in Other Receivables that has 
been transferred from Reserve Cash to cover these expenditures.

Reserve Fund balance as of October 31 is $3,437,314.82. This balance in-
cludes $1,390,354.33 invested in a money market account, $2,400,000 invest-
ed in twelve CDs (interest rates .10-2.6%) and a “due to” operating cash of 
$364,0963.84. During the month of October, the following CD transactions 
took place:

Redeemed-TIAA FSB $200,000 1.80% interest 12 months
Redeemed-Cathway Bank $200,000 1.80% interest 12 months
Redeemed-Pioneer Bank $200,000 2.40% interest 18 months
Purchased-Washington Trust $200,000 0.10% interest 12 months
Purchased-Beal Bank $200,000 0.10% interest 12 months
Purchased-State Bank India $200,000 0.10% Interest 12 months

Capital Fund balance as of October 31 is $79,176.35. The fund increases 
$1,927.00 per month by budgeting $1 per month per residence plus interest. 
As of October 31, there have been no expenditures. The approved Capital Fund 
for 2020 is $274,404.24 of which $195,227.89 is unfunded.

Total outstanding accounts receivable as of October 31 is $62,590.92. This 
is an increase of 7.65% from September 2020. In an effort to prepare for the 
possibility of future uncollectible debts we are adjusting the bad debt reserve 
monthly rather than quarterly as it was done in the past, and the reserve cur-
rently stands at $38,216.06. The change was made to compensate for the hard 
times that have impacted the country as a result of COVID-19. It should also be 
noted that currently 61.06% of the outstanding receivable is past due. During 
the month of October, one past due amount that was in foreclosure paid $5,704 
which left them with a past due amount of $394.

Income:
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$7,713,877.05 $7,660,879.50 $52,997.55
The budget overage is mainly the result of unbudgeted interest income.

General & Administration:
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$859,695.08 $961,716.50 ($102,021.42)
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of October 
31, with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Bad Debt Expense is $19,236.79 of which $6,736.79 is over budget as a 
result of increased monthly accrual.

•  Records Storage is $5,298.75, which is an unbudgeted expense to complete 
a 2019 project.

• COVID-19 Expense is $5,699.77, which is an unbudgeted expense.
•  Temporary Help is $1,482.98, which is an unbudgeted expense related to 

maintenance staff and COVID-19.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$2,296,611.79 $2,341,403.10 ($44,791.31)
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of October 
31, with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Irrigation Modification/Retrofit is $46,583.90, of which $8,250.60 is over 
budget. We are currently at 101.27% of the annual budget.

•  Mature Tree Prune is $173,267.80, of which $23,267.80 is over budget. We 
are currently at 96.26% of the annual budget. This overage is planned as we 
have moved 200 trees from the 2021 contract to 2020.

Continued on page 8

Board Meeting Highlights
November 19, 2020

The Board:

•  Approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as presented. (See 
Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Approved the engagement of auditor, Mike Fitzgerald, to prepare and com-
plete the audit and tax returns for the year ending December 31, 2020 at a 
total cost not to exceed $5,000.

•  Approved the proposal submitted by Ferandell Tennis Courts, Inc. to replace 
24 existing court lights with 24 new 594 watt lights (fixtures, lens and bulbs) 
and 16 new four-foot mounting arms for a price of $42,285, plus a $3,000 
contingency for a total cost of $45,285.

•  Approved the renewal invoice from All Traffic Solutions for the Speedminder 
contract for a period of two years from January 6, 2021 through January 6, 
2023 at a cost of $2,700.

•  Approved the two proposals from NCS for network restructuring and cabling 
plus the miscellaneous computer equipment including router, indoor and out-
door access points, a PoE switch plus five new staff computers and monitors 
for a total approximate cost of $27,446.29, plus a $3,000 contingency for a 
total cost of $30,446.29.

•  Approved the proposal from Sound Image to add a video streaming system 
in the Vista Room at a cost of $7,369.15, plus a $1,000 contingency for a 
total cost of $8,369.15.

•  Approved and ratified the invoice from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) 
for replacing the water heater at the Heritage Room due to the leaking of the 
old one for a cost of $4,825.30.

•  Approved the holiday home decorating contest entitled Let’s Decorate Casta 
del Sol, including the $180 for prizes.

General Manager Josh Hodosh reported:

•  There are 52 delinquencies totaling $48,196.75 and one lien recommended 
for unpaid dues of $1,506.73. Introduced the new Assistant General Manager, 
Alex Banegas. Alex is providing leadership for the Maintenance Department 
during Ed Pedroncelli’s absence.

•  New gate spikes will be installed at gates 1 and 4 in December. Those gates 
will be shut down for three days during installation. The dates will be an-
nounced on eblasts.

•  New coupon books for HOA dues will be mailed in December. If residents 
do not receive a coupon book, contact the office staff.

•  The Age Verification process will take place in January and February. The 
forms will be included in the Courier and will be available online.

•  The Homeowner Association Rules and Regulations are being reviewed and 
revised. If residents have comments or changes to suggest, now is the time 
to submit them.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported 396 landscape 
maintenance reports for the month, and 3,560 for 2020.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reminded residents to use the Dwell-
ingLive website to make reservations 24 hours in advance to use facilities. 
Residents should call the office to see if there are open slots for same-day 
reservations.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on December 
17 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be held on 
December 3  at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair

tions is every six weeks and every eight 
weeks in the same months as lawns. 
Trees are pruned by two contractors 
on separate schedules according to the 
contract. The contractors work section 

by section to complete pruning of all 
trees. Not all trees are pruned annually.

Your cooperation is greatly appreci-
ated, and will ultimately help to control 
costs, unnecessary letters, and meetings 
for everyone.

Landscape Notes
Continued from page 2
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Zoom-y Holidays
Continued from page 1

Linda Nohe, New
Greenbelt Chair
Continued from page 1

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

New Custodial 
Staff Member

Julio Ponce has been hired by Pow-
erstone Property Management as a new 
custodial staff member here at Casta 
del Sol. Julio will be joining the exist-
ing Custodial and Maintenance team 
members working hard to keep Casta 
del Sol clean and safe. Julio is excited 
to be working here at Casta del Sol, 
and staff is excited to have Julio join 
our hard-working onsite team.

Ed Pedroncelli
Maintenance Supervisor

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com 
215-1955 (office)

Lando Fajardo
Maintenance Coordinator

lfajardo@powerstonepm.com
215-3146 (office)

you too guys! Pay special attention that 
the area behind you appears festive 
with occasion-appropriate decorations 
so friends and relatives can see that you 
prepared to show your holiday style. In 
short, make it upbeat and memorable. 
How heartwarming it is to share the 
laughter and the joy of the holidays 
with others and make another event to 
remember next year and beyond.

fulfillment and a sense of accomplish-
ment as a member of Greenbelt. This 
committee oversees an annual budget 
of $2,208,000 which includes our 
contract with PacWest and our annual 
water bill; this is no small challenge! 
We are fortunate to have someone as 
committed and as experienced as Linda 
serving in this role.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

December 2020

Currie, James ....................................27818 Espinoza ........... (657) 383-3254
 Orange, CA
Farmer, Darryll ................................Unlisted ....................... (714) 718-1271
 Santa Ana, CA
Germana, Fran & Tony ....................28021 via Unamuno ..............446-6570
 Beaumont, CA
Gramadia, Jacqueline .......................28121 Alava ................ (516) 315-6000
 Long Beach, NY

Jones-Nolan, Lanette ........................28258 Zarza ................ (909) 229-5688
 Chino Hills, CA
Mankau, Brad ...................................Unlisted .................................613-2753
 Laguna Woods, CA
Moore, Wanda ..................................27849 Espinoza .......................Unlisted
 San Pedro, CA
Reid, Phyllis .....................................27862 Via Granados ...............Unlisted
 Mission Viejo, CA
Schlesinger, Michael ........................27717 Calle Valdes ..... (914) 815-1002
 Cranston, RI
Schriver, Donald & Sunny ...............27778 Via Sarasate ..... (562) 480-2444
 Rancho Mirage, CA 
Silverman, Barry & Linda ................23681 Ribalta .............. (714) 336-7912
 Newport Beach, CA

Directory change

Gardner, Iain ....................................23872 Via Maragall ..............877-4067

Osier, Peggy .....................................28253 Nebrija .......................600-5777

Mike Balzer and Van Quinn 
Light Up the Holidays
Continued from page 1

orating, each year adding or repairing 
decorations.

Starting after Thanksgiving and con-
tinuing until January 8, from the hours 
of 4:30 to 10 p.m. every day you can 
see the fruit of their labors.
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October Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

•  Seasonal Planting is $113,963.83, of which $13,963.83 is over budget. We 
are currently at 94.97% of the annual budget.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$294,772.87 $329,829.60 ($35,056.73)
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of October 
31, with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Pool Supplies/Chemicals is $9,405.33, of which $1,072.03 is over budget. 
We are currently at 94.05% of the annual budget. This increase is mainly 
related to chemicals needed when the pools were re-opened.

•  Equipment & Supplies is $7,896.01, of which $3,229.41 is over budget. 
We are currently at 141% of the annual budget. This overage is mainly 
the result of costs related to setting up an office for our new Maintenance 
Coordinator.

•  Building Repair & Maintenance is $22,290.89, of which $7,707.59 is over 
budget. We are currently at 127.38% of the annual budget. This overage is 
mainly the result of catch-up maintenance performed 

Repairs & Maintenance:
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$222,780.18 $235,149.80 ($12,369.62)
The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget as of October 
31, with the exception of the following accounts, which are over budget:

•  Rodent Contract is $31,922, of which $6,088.70 is over budget. We are 
currently at 102.97% of the annual budget. This overage is related to the 
startup of a new contractor and an increase in the monthly rate.

•  Wildlife Control-Rabbits is $19,200, of which $1,200 is over budget. We 
are currently at 88.89% of the annual budget.

•  Salaries/Related-Maintenance is $131,175.83, of which $18,609.23 is over 
budget. We are currently at 97.11% of the annual budget. The increase is 
related to the increased workload from COVID-19. Currently these positions 
are rotating so that we have cleaning coverage seven days a week.

Traffic Control:
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$606,941.93 $619,109.30 ($12,165.37)
All of the accounts in this category are at or under budget as of October 31.

Utilities:
Actual YTD: Budget YTD: Variance:
$1,155,238.90 $1,138,889.60 $16,349.30
Three of the five accounts in this category are over budget as of October 31. 
The accounts that are over budget are as follows:

•  Water is $800,012.60, of which $42,789.60 is over budget. We are currently 
at 92.02% of the annual budget. The overage is related to the hot weather 
that we had in October.

•  Telephone is $19,923.43, of which $4,923.43 is over budget. We are current-
ly at 110.69% of the annual budget. The overage is related to unbudgeted 
taxes and fees.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $194,747.14, of which $3,080.54 is over 
budget. We are currently at 84.67% of the annual budget. The overage is 
a result of a price increase from the vendor.

Treasurer’s Comments:
The end of October finds us with a surplus of $162,809.41 and at this time 

we continue to forecast a year-end surplus. The size of the surplus will be 
determined by the amount of hot weather we have between now and then. At 
the time of this writing I believe that the surplus will be in excess of $150,000.

The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of October 
31, 2020 are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the 
Board’s review and acceptance. Once accepted by the Board these reports 
will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer
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Architectural
As we end the year (and not soon 

enough), can we all agree on one thing: 
that we need a little Christmas, right 
this very minute. It has been a long 
year, but one thing is for sure: as we get 
ready for the holidays and bring out the 
lights and the tree, it is hard not to be 
joyful and grateful. It’s that time of the 
year when the Architectural Committee 
says all bets are off. You can decorate 
with abandon, hang blinking décor on 
the front of your house, decorate every 
porch wall, hang swag lights from the 
eaves, drape garland that twinkles, and 
Turn on the Brightest String of Lights 
I’ve ever seen. The only thing we ask is 
that you follow the calendar guidelines 
of waiting until November 26 to light 
it up, and of getting it all down by Jan-
uary 9. Though you may be tempted, 
please no blow-up Santas or any of his 
friends, nor décor of any kind placed 
in the common areas, in the trees, or 
on the front lawns due to landscape 
maintenance. So, fill your house with 
laughter, let there be ringing through 
the rafters, because We need a little 
snappy, Happy Ever After, need a little 
Christmas now!

There is more good news: the Social 
Club is bringing back the Holiday 

Election
The Election Committee has started 

working on preliminary 2021 elec-
tion plans. The Annual Meeting and 
Election to fill three Board of Director 
openings will be held on June 24, 2021. 
Due to some amendments to California 
State Civil Code, we will probably also 
be voting on some CC&R and By-Laws 
amendments. As we get into 2021, we 
will send out more information.

The Election Committee is currently 
coordinating with the Board of Di-
rectors and our General Manager on 

Facilities
The Facilities Committee would like 

to wish all residents a Merry Christmas 
and a happy and safe Holiday Season.

The Committee’s Sports Project 
Group has collected information for 
new lighting at the tennis and paddle 
tennis courts. Their recommendation 
was submitted to the Facilities Com-
mittee, approved, and forwarded to 
the Board of Directors. If approved 
by the Board, replacement of the 
lighting fixtures should be completed 
in December. We are still working on 
improving the lighting of the walkways 
and parking lot at Rec Ctr 2. We are 
awaiting the removal of some trees to 
determine if the proposed lighting will 
be adequate before moving ahead with 
the final decision.

Budget and Finance
You should have received your copy 

of the 2021 Casta del Sol (CdS) Home-
owner’s Association Adopted Budget 
during November.

At the Budget & Finance Committee 
meeting in October, the Committee 
approved a recommendation to the 
Board to retain Michael Fitzgerald of 
Fitzgerald and Associates, Inc. for the 
2020 audit and tax returns.

The current surplus of $206,559 
will be reduced by year-end as 200 
additional trees will be trimmed in 
2020 rather than in 2021, overtime 
has increased due to COVID-19, and 
salaries for two new employees will be 
paid this quarter.

Both Randy Thompson and Josh 
Hodosh project that the reserve bal-
ance at year-end will be well above 
the $3.5 million needed according to 
the Reserve Study for 2021.

The Committee is working on a five-
year budget (2021-2025) as requested 
by Randy Thompson. Randy had 

Decorations Contest, so let’s have 
some fun.

Vicki Slawson, Chair, 925-513-4956
Becky Stetzel, Liaison

already prepared one which he will 
send to the Committee. The Committee 
will review the five-year budget for 
comment and discussion. This budget 
discussion will be on the agenda for the 
Committee meeting on November 16.

All residents are welcome to attend 
our meetings; please join us! The Bud-
get & Finance Committee meets on 
the third Monday of each month at 1 
p.m. via Zoom. An eblast will be sent 
out before the meeting with additional 
information.

Happy Holidays!
Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336

Randy Thompson, Liaison 

the development of the 2021 Annual 
Election Calendar for approval in De-
cember 2020 or January 2021. Next, 
we will be working on any updates to 
our Election Operating Rules and the 
Director Candidate Applications to be 
available in February, 2021.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Gish, Liaison

Continued on page 10
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Facilities
Continued from page 9

Traffic
The Traffic Committee met on No-

vember 2. Items discussed: 1) forming 
a Project Group to look at cameras at all 
four gates; 2) replacement of cul-de-sac 
signs; 3) revision to Traffic Rules and 
Regulations; and 4) tailgating preven-
tion at gates. Residents shared ideas on 
the items discussed.

Recently signs were replaced at the 
gates. The new signs are visible from 

Travel
I cannot believe it is already De-

cember. Because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Casta del Sol Travel 
Committee was only able to share one 
fabulous trip this year, an evening at 
Griffith Park. We have almost come 
full circle, but we still have nothing 
planned for 2021.

The Travel Committee has two wish-
es for the New Year. Our first is that 
everyone stays safe and healthy; we 
need to protect ourselves and others 
by wearing our masks at all times. Our 
second is that we will be able to plan 
some trips after the first of the year; but 
please don’t hold your breath.

The Travel Team extends special 
greetings to you and yours for the De-
cember holidays. We know it will be 
difficult as families won’t be able to 
gather as they have in years past.

Thank you all again for your patience 
this year and, on behalf of the Travel 
Team, we wish you a very Happy New 
Year.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ric Gonzales, Liaison

Replacement of chain link fencing 
along Jeronimo has been approved by 
the Board and should be completed in 
December.

Facilities is developing a plan for 
wrought iron repair and painting along 
Jeronimo, Alicia and areas by Gates 
1 and 2. The wrought iron was last 
painted five years ago; the profession-
al recommendation is that it should 
be painted every three years to avoid 
expensive repair costs.

As most residents know, we are 
spending significant money to repair 
and maintain our streets. Thank you 
to all the residents who are helping by 
putting their trash cans on one side of 
their cul-de-sacs. This really does make 
a difference.

All our meetings are now virtual via 
Zoom. Please watch for the eblast ex-
plaining how to participate.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Library
The library is still closed to resi-

dents. However, the library volunteers 
have been very busy quarantining and 
re-shelving the many books and DVDs 
that have been returned as well as 
preparing for the next phase of library 
services: curbside services. An eblast 
was sent out describing how to use 
these new services. Basically, you can 
either go to www.Librarything.com on 
your computer to see what books are 
available or see the attachment to the 
eblast for a list of the newest books. 

Greenbelt
If ever there was a year that needed 

some sparkle, this was it. Thank you 
to those Casta del Sol residents who 
are planning to brighten their neigh-
borhoods with holiday décor and are 
adhering to the requirement to keep all 
décor within the foundation area.

Greenbelt projects currently under-
way include renovation of the slope be-
hind Turina and Silvestre where aging 
Acacia has been removed and the more 
fire resistant Tecomaria planted. At 26 
addresses on Granados and Valdes, 
restoration of front yard lawns is in the 

works. At Rec Ctr 2, diseased trees and 
those whose roots were causing dam-
age have been removed. New trees and 
plants will be installed in the parking 
lot medians comparable to those in the 
Rec Ctr 1 medians.

A project is planned for Zarza which 
involves removing approximately 34 
trees that are damaging the street and 
curbs or are diseased; 46 trees will be 
planted at more appropriate locations 
in the area.

The Committee has submitted a 
Drought Recovery Project to the Board 
for approval. This is a water district 
rebate project and is slated for locations 
on Villena, Benavente and Garfias. A 
dry creek bed feature will be included 
in order to qualify for a $3 per square 
foot rebate.

The Committee meets virtually on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 9 
a.m. Eblasts are sent in advance with 
information on how to access these 
meetings. The Committee wishes Hap-
py Holidays to all.

Linda Nohe, Chair, 714- 330-6038
Ric Gonzales, Liaison

Then, fill out the reservation form that 
is also attached to the eblast and turn 
it in at Rec Ctr 1. For those who do 
not have eblast but want to reserve a 
book, there are blank forms at Rec Ctr 
1 along with a list of the latest books. 
Or you can call Sheila at 215-6098 or 
Pat at 457-9194 for help.

We do not know when the library will 
be able to reopen for residents, but we 
are planning for it.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
28 Summers, Elin Hilderbrand

A Time for Mercy, John Grisham

All the Devils are Here, Louise Penny

Anxious People, Fredrik Backman

Deacon King Kong, James McBride

Indomitable Florence Finch,
 Robert J. Mrazek

Royal, Danielle Steel

Shadows in Death, J. D. Robb

The Book of Longings, Sue Monk Kidd

The Lincoln Conspiracy,
 Brad Meltzer & Josh Mensch

The Night Watchman, Louise Erdrich

The Numbers Game, Danielle Steel

The Vanishing Half, Britt Bennett

Thick as Thieves, Sandra Brown

Walk the Wire, David Baldacci

Large Print:
An Irish Country Welcome,
 Patrick Taylor

Firewatching, Russ Thomas

Little Disasters, Sarah Vaughan

Meg & Jo, Virginia Kantra

Running Out of Road, Daniel Friedman

The Backstabbers,
 Wm. Johnstone & J. A. Johnstone

The Book of Two Ways, Jodi Picoult

The Darkest Evening, Ann Cleeves

The Evening & the Morning,
 Ken Follett

Then She Vanished, T. Jefferson Parker
Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

both access lanes. The text includes: 
25-mph speed limit, radar enforced; 
street parking only adjacent to a side-
walk; solicitation not allowed; no over-
night street or driveway parking for 
commercial vehicles; stored or disabled 
vehicles will be towed at owner’s ex-
pense with the name and phone number 
of the towing service.

Residents are required to inform their 
guests, vendors or contractors of the 
traffic rules and regulations. This infor-
mation is in the Casta del Sol Home-
owners Telephone Directory on pages 
83-92. Please familiarize yourself with 
all rules and regulations.

This past month, 26 citations were 
issued for speeding, illegal parking, 
and reckless driving. Your assistance is 
needed in maintaining the posted speed 
limit, stopping at appropriate locations, 
and driving safely.

The next Traffic Committee meeting 
is on Monday, December 7 at 9 a.m. via 
Zoom. Access information and a copy 
of the agenda will be sent out via eblast. 
The Committee is always looking for 
new members. If interested, contact 
Nancy or Fred at the numbers below 
or log on to the next Zoom meeting to 
check us out. 

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
David Ankeny, Liaison
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Bridge
All the Bridge groups and other card 

game groups at CdS are still sidelined 
by the COVID-19 virus as of today, 
November 2. But there is hope. 

We are frustrated by our inability to 
meet with our bridge family. A few 
of us have been playing bridge on our 
computers and iPads over the internet. 
This site is free to join at www.bridge-
base.com. It is free to register and set up 
a username/password. My user name is 
Tim_A_M. You can practice solo any 
time, or with strangers or friends. You 
can see how your contracts compare, 
in history, to others who have played 
the same hands. The people I play with 
often agree that 20 hands is sufficient 
for about an hour and a half of play. 
We look forward to the day when we 

Billiards
Whoopee! The Billiards Room is 

open again. I made my reservation on 
the first day and I was really enjoying 
my billiards fix, right up until I real-
ized how much my already mediocre 
skills had deteriorated. I’m happy to 
see more and more of you have been 
making reservations. If you haven’t 
already reserved a time, do it now. 
Everything is clean and sanitized, and 
social distancing is no problem when 
you’re dealing with eight-foot-long 
billiard tables. 

Unfortunately, we can’t schedule any 
events yet. But when we finally get a 
handle on the virus situation, I’ll try 
to schedule more demonstrations and 
long promised tournaments. If any of 
you have more ideas, send me an email. 
I’m sure we’re all looking forward to 
taking full advantage of our terrific 
facility.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 

Baby Boomers
The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 

Club is happy to inform our members 
that we are carrying over the 2020 dues 
to 2021. For new members who want to 
join us when events begin, our yearly 
dues are $10. Membership results in a 
discounted price for the parties.

Baby Boomers are renowned for 
entertaining and exhilarating parties 
with live music, plentiful dancing, and 
exceptional food. We enjoy offering a 
different theme each month which is 
reflected in our flyers, décor, cuisine, 
and attire. If you are just interested 
in delectable food, catching up with 
friends, and listening to live music, 

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in Novem-

ber. And now, some humor.

•  Winning is everything. At least 
that’s what I tell losers.

•  English is important; but Cribbage 
is importanter.

Ceramics
The holiday season is upon us and 

as an early gift our members are now 
allowed to return to work in our work-
rooms. If you are a Ceramics Club 
member and have not signed up yet, go 
on line to register at: https://communi 
ty.dwellinglive.com/castadelsol.aspx. 
After you are registered, you may login 
with your email address and password 
(a C in front of your Casta number). 
You may then sign up for the Ceramics 
Room up to two slots each week, each 
two hours. If you have trouble signing 
up, ask the office staff for assistance.

Our members have enjoyed meeting 
near the fountain on several occasions. 
It is nice to see everyone after being 
separated for so long. We hope each of 
you has a lovely Christmas and a happy 
and healthy New Year.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Continued on page 13

Canine Companions
Dear animal lovers of all kinds. While 

we are a canine club and have great 
appreciation and love for our dogs, we 
recognize that others may enjoy cats, 
birds, turtles or rabbits.

There is nothing that can distress us 
more than hearing of a lost or forbid, 
mistreated animal. On Next Door, there 
are almost weekly postings of a lost dog 
or cat. In this environment they must 
be found by nightfall, which leads me 
to remind you of two wonderful and 
most dedicated services here in Mis-
sion Viejo - The Animal Shelter and 
DAWG. The Mission Viejo Animal 
Shelter provides many services for our 
pets including vaccinations, licensing, 
and micro-chipping, as well as lost and 
found. DAWG is the local non-profit 
fund-raising arm of the shelter. We 
hope that you might consider contact-
ing either.

Please stay safe, enjoy your pet and 
Happy Holidays.

Tom Brockmiller, 412-1083

you will enjoy our parties. Many of our 
members also love dancing. Our bands 
and musical performers play a range of 
music to suit different tastes in dancing.

When it is safe and appropriate, our 
parties will resume with the club ready 
to roll out a fabulous celebration.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

can resume normal bridge in the Fiesta 
Room with our friends. 

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net
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Continued on page 16

Cribbage
Continued from page 12

Lapidary/Jewelry Making
The Lapidary Club has provided a 

proposal to the Facilities Committee 
for reconfiguration of the Lapidary 
Room. The Lapidary Room lost a 
significant portion of its space during 
the Rec Ctr 1 bathroom remodel. The 
lapidary set-up will have to be com-
pletely changed with new space-saving 
equipment and updated procedures. 
Suggestions for this equipment were 
included in the Facilities Committee 
proposal. We look forward to working 
with the Facilities Committee for an 
updated lapidary/jewelry space. 

The Arts and Crafts Room has been 
opened on a limited basis with reserva-
tions made through Dwelling Live. We 
have reserved four spaces in the Arts 
and Crafts Room from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Friday afternoons. If you would like 
to work on jewelry, receive beading 
or wire wrapping lessons, there are 
some very enthusiastic people willing 
to help out. If you cannot attend a time 
on Friday afternoon, please contact 
Rich Banks or Joe McFaul so we can 
arrange some alternate reserved times.

Joe McFaul, sealawr@aol.com

Heritage Garden
The holiday season is upon us once 

again, but this year COVID-19 has 
totally changed things for our social 
gatherings. We would normally be 
getting ready for our annual Holiday 
Cookie Exchange social meeting in 
the Heritage Room. But obviously that 
cannot happen this year.

We can still wish all Casta del Sol 
residents and their families a won-
derful, happy and healthy holiday 
this year, with the hope that next year 
proves to be a new beginning in a much 
safer and healthier environment.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Las Damas
As we round the corner into De-

cember, and the close of the eventful 
year of 2020, Las Damas Club wishes 
to thank the membership, guests, and 
friends throughout Casta del Sol for 
your unwavering patience and good-
will during this very trying year. We 
are looking forward to resuming our 
monthly luncheons, entertainment, 
and philanthropic activities in the New 
Year as our community reopens and re-
sumes the use of our beautiful facilities.

In the meantime, enjoy your loved 
ones and the familiar December tradi-
tions you look forward to at Christmas, 
Hanukkah and other holidays of the 
Season.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

Military Veterans
Our Casta del Sol Veterans Club con-

tinues to follow the rules established by 
our Board, so all indoor club activities 
are on hold until we can resume meet-
ing in person again. 

November 11 was Veteran’s Day 
in honor of all those who served in 
the military to preserve our freedoms. 
There was an official ceremony with an 
honor guard representing each branch 
of the service around the Veteran’s 
Memorial Monument in front of Rec 
Ctr 1. We had this ceremony at 4 p.m. 
and it lasted about 30 minutes.

We hope to resume our monthly 
meetings again soon, featuring interest-
ing guest speakers. All Casta veterans 
are welcome to join the club, as our 
doors are always open. We wish you 
and your families a very Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Hanukkah, and a Happy 
New Year.

Bob Casillas, 468-8135

Republicans
Unfortunately, we are still not al-

lowed to schedule any meetings. We do 
want our members to know that dues 
that were paid for 2020 will be extend-
ed into the dues for 2021. Hopefully, 
we will be able to plan for information-
al meetings sometime in 2021 for our 
members. Our health and our families’ 
health are continuing priorities.

The election is over and we now need 
to focus on continuing to remain in-
formed about the issues that affect our 
country and the facts that support them. 
A knowledgeable population is the key 
to maintaining a strong democracy. 
Your club officers wish all of you a 
healthy, safe and loving holiday season 
with your family and friends.

Cordelia Neale, 916-0117

Pinochle
There was NO Pinochle in Novem-

ber. When play resumes, it will be Fri-
day nights in the Heritage Room from 
6:30 to approximately 9 p.m.

Some Pinochle humor:

• Beauty fades; Pinochle is forever.

•  The best mothers raise Pinochle 
players.

•  Why didn’t they play Pinochle on 
Noah’s Ark? The elephants were 
sitting on the deck.

•  Why was the tomato red? Because 
he saw the salad dressing.

This virus could last for more months. 
Will you remember how to play?

Wayne Block, 916-5387

•  Why should I peek at your hand? I 
dealt it.

•  I play cards because the voices in 
my head tell me to.

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games will be played each Thursday 
night in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 
2 from 6:30 p.m. until approximately 
8:45 p.m. How many will remember 
how to play?

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident who 

is single, you are invited to join our 
singles group. Membership is free. In 
the past, the Casta Social Singles group 
met on the first Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 for games and socializing, and on 
the third Thursday of the month at 1 
p.m. at a local restaurant. Occasionally, 
we met for potlucks or other events. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
these activities have been curtailed 
until further notice. We are doing small 
group get-togethers weekly at Rec Ctr 
2. To find out more about these, please 
watch for emails from John Consoli 
and Fran Morgan. To join the group 
and get on our email list, or for more 
information, please contact Mary Carl-
son at marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - December 2020 (All activities are subject to change.)
Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance

 12  7   9

  9:30 a.m. Courier
  2 p.m. Election
                       Committee

  8

  9 a.m. Greenbelt

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                            Meeting  9 a.m. Facilities

  5

  9 a.m. Traffic

  6  10

Recreation Centers, 
Recreation & 
Management Offices 
Closed

 26

 27

 13

 20

 18

 28

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

  4

10 a.m. Social

  3

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

New Year’s Eve

  2   1

  1 p.m. Architectural

December
2020

 31 30 29

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

Calendar Coordinator, Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director, vhanich@powerstonepm.com  -  455-4681
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Nutcrackers, Holiday Stars
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

Collections usually begin innocently 
enough. When Liz Rickett bought 

her first nutcracker, she selected it as 
a memento of the trip she and her hus-
band Dave made to Germany, where 
the first nutcrackers were created in 
the 17th century. The walls of the 
couple’s Casta home are adorned with 
artifacts and pictures from many of 
the 60 countries they have visited. Liz 
also loves to decorate for celebrations 
like Easter and Christmas. So that first 
nutcracker was soon joined by others 
that she found at garage sales or was 
gifted. One became 26, including Hal-
loween and Fourth-of-July nutcrackers. 
“It has come to me,” Liz said, “that I am 
not really collecting nutcrackers, but 
rather rescuing those that are unloved, 
unwanted and unappreciated. Rather 
than end up in a landfill, they get to be 
stars at our house during December.” It 
should also be noted that Liz has “res-

cued” several gnomes and birdhouses 
which are on display year-round.

The average handcrafted nutcrack-
er doll is made of 60 separate wood 
pieces, and most resemble toy soldiers 
painted in bright colors. According to 
German folklore, the traditional nut-
cracker, with its teeth bared to ward 
off evil spirits, serves as a messenger 
of good luck and goodwill. Liz’s favor-
ite nutcracker is still the first one she 
bought with its oversized blue and gold 
cylindrical hat, handle-bar mustache, 
bared teeth, white hair and beard, red 
uniform coat and blue, knee-high boots. 
And, like most nutcrackers, it has never 
actually cracked a nut.

If by now you’re thinking I know the 
name Liz Rickett, that’s because one or 
more articles with her by-line appear in 
the Casta Courier each month. Besides 
being a prolific writer, the retired teach-

Liz Rickett with two of her favorite nutcrackers.

er and mentor is the 
Facilities Commit-
tee secretary, a Casta 
book club member, 
plays pickleball and 
Maj Jong weekly, and 
is enrolled in Saddle-
back College’s emer-
itus film and exercise 
classes. And what 
would Liz like to do 
when the COVID re-
strictions are lifted 
besides visit family 
and travel? Go to a 
garage sale! There’s 
a nutcracker some-
where that needs to 
be rescued.

Traditional nutcrackers resembling toy soldiers make up most of Liz Rickett’s 
collection.

Liz Rickett includes costumed nutcracker dolls when decorating for Halloween.
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CLUBS & ACTIVITIES

Lawn Bowling
As we tie a bow around 2020, let’s 

enjoy our end-of-the-year celebrations. 
Also, a reminder that members’ club 
playtime has been changed to 1 p.m.

It was the day before last, all bowlers 
were snug in their lanes. The bowls 
were shiny and ready to roll. Everyone 
waiting to play their very best games. 
No frost on the greens here in So. Cal. 
The teams were picked with the very 
best care, ensuring that everything 
was fair.

Onward Donner and Blitzen with 
Vicki plus Jim, Dick and Larry and 
both the Tirrells. Onward the Lorangers 
plus Gary, Iain, and Roman. Eleanor, 
Peggy, Gene as well.

Ho Ho Ho, who is that cracking the 

Bowling
With great sadness, I have to re-

port the recent loss of our dear John 
Haubner. He passed away in October. 
John was a great bowler and a true 
gentleman. He will be greatly missed. 
Our sincere condolences to his wife, 
Lucille, and their family.

At this writing, there is no news about 
bowling starting again. I spoke with 
John at Saddleback Lanes and he said 
they are waiting for some word, but 
with the virus going up, it doesn’t look 
good. In the meantime, happy holidays 
and many blessings to you and yours.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

Bocce Ball
It is nice to be writing about Bocce 

Ball again. I think our 24 players are 
enjoying themselves and getting back 
to the fun we used to have before every-
thing turned to you know what! We’re 
back to having balls leave the courts so 
that is a good sign.

The good news is you will not have to 
pay dues in 2021. Only new members 
will be required to pay. Think of the 
money you’re saving.

The 2020 officers of the Bocce Ball 
Club have agreed to continue their roles 
through 2021 so I don’t see a need for 
a general election. Mo will stay on as 
secretary and Pat Vitti as treasurer. I 
guess you are stuck with me for another 
year. If anyone has any objection to this 
plan, please feel free to call me.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

Continued on page 17

Vegetable Garden
As of this writing, Casta residents are 

experiencing some very stressful times 

Woodworkers
Woodworkers have managed to 

remain active during the last eight 

Water Exercise
Yay, we have been back in the pool 

for the past month or so and it is won-
derful. We are currently allowed to 
have only eight people daily. However, 
if you are interested in joining us, start 
by signing up in the office for only 
$5.00 for the whole year. You must 

Variety
Casta del Sol Variety Club mem-

bers enjoy performance arts. Some 
members love to perform – acting, 
singing, dancing, skits, comedy, play-
ing instruments, etc. Other members 
support the on-stage talent by being in 
the stage crew, or helping with décor, 
refreshments, announcements, ticket 
sales, etc. We encourage newcomers to 
join us and have tons of fun. We hope 
that some of our newest residents will 
participate.

As soon as it is safe and appropriate, 
we will start producing live shows. Stay 
tuned for information in the Courier, 
flyers, and eblasts.

Some of our members have been 
entertaining themselves and others, as 
well as exercising their creative juices, 
by recording on Zoom and posting on 
Facebook and/or YouTube. There are 
four humorous and fun episodes of 
Almost Live with Shirley and Dan on 
YouTube where you will recognize 
friends and neighbors. If you would 
like more information or care to join us, 
contact Barb Turino at 951-858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Chippers (golf)
Golf Chippers is a fun-loving loose-

ly conceived, ragtag group of golfers 

due to the national election outcome 
and the uptick in COVID-19. It is nice 
to be able to go to the vegetable garden, 
put your hands in the warm dirt, and let 
it all evaporate. Try it sometime.

The new 2021 slate of Executive 
Council Officers are: Jeff Perrin, 
President; Lynne Crum, Vice Presi-
dent; Sandy Bates, Secretary; Shelley 
Kirsch, Treasurer; Lynne Crum, Real 
Estate Director; Carole Gish, Mainte-
nance Director; Evelyn Rothert, Com-
munications Director; Lynne Shelly, 
Social Director; and Camille Giamara, 
Sunshine Director. Welcome to you all. 

Statements for 2021 membership 
fees have been mailed and are due by 
December 31. Fees can be placed in the 
garden shed mail slot, or mailed to the 
address on the statement. Please DO 
NOT take to Rec Ctr 1 office. 

Happy gardening.
Lynne Crum, 581-2349

also sign the COVID-19 waiver. After 
you sign the waiver and let us know 
you are interested, we can place you 
on our schedule.

With the holidays coming, we need 
to keep those pounds away and what 
better way to do that than exercise. The 
water is about 86 degrees and it feels 
great, even when the weather is cooler 
in the morning. In addition to getting 
our bodies working, we also have a lot 
of fun and many laughs. Remember, 
we start the music at 8:45 a.m. in Pool 
2, so come join us.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

or nine months trying to survive the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We meet each 
Monday in an outside location to review 
any Casta del Sol resident requests for 
our woodworking talents. This includes 
simple repairs on small pieces of furni-
ture or constructing small projects that 
we can take care of by using the space 
and woodworking tools in our garages.

Wood projects that we have complet-
ed include making a couple of wood 
mantels to cover rough and uneven 
brick mantel surfaces, repairing and 
refinishing several wood chairs, and 
making area identification signs for the 
Heritage Garden. In addition, we are 
completing decorations for the coming 
holidays.

Steve Vallely, 714-595-5766 

and non-golfers. Our regular schedule 
includes four events per year at the Rec 
Ctr 2 golf practice area located between 
the Vegetable Garden and the Heritage 
Garden.

When things become safe again, we 
will invite all Casta del Sol residents to 
come down for some golfing fun – no 
experience necessary. We will provide 
you with a golf club and show you 
how to swing. There are 18 buckets of 
balls spread out in a wide line on the 
artificial turf. Out on the grass, we have 
18 targets.

Our Executive Committee tossed 
out the annual dues requirement and 
changed to a simple $5 per event fee. 
The golf practice area is available 
24/7 to all residents; no reservations 
required. We can provide you balls and 
used clubs. We are hoping to set up an 
event soon.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366
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Lawn Bowling
Continued from page 16

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club thanks all 

those who have been playing the last 
few months and observing the guide-
lines. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays the courts are open from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. On Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
the hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on 
Saturdays and Sundays the hours are 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Signups take place on 
the paper sheets on the bulletin board at 
the courts. Players can sign up starting 
at 7 a.m. up to four days in advance. 
Guidelines are posted at the courts and 
on the Casta del Sol website. There 

Men’s Golf
The Men’s Golf Club ended its cal-

endar year on October 31. Normally 
we hold a year-end tournament and 
awards banquet on the third Wednes-
day of October, give out year-end 
prizes, and elect our officers for the 
next year. None of that happened this 
year because of the many pandemic 
restrictions.

Our current officers will continue 
to operate our club for our November 
2020 through October 2021 year. We 
hope some COVID-19 restrictions will 
be lifted and we can again hold some 
tournaments and awards dinners; only 
time will tell.

Shuffleboard
By now these rules may have 

changed, but as of today’s early No-
vember report, these are the new rules 
for using the Pavilion: we will be using 
two courts with eight players for one 
and a half hour sessions from Monday 
to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Ev-
eryone must sign a waiver and wear a 
mask. Other restrictions are posted in 
the Pavilion. You can sign up at the 
office or online using Dwelling/LIVE.

Dues for 2020 will roll over to 2021. 
We all look forward to better days.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Pickleball
The following officers for 2021 were 

elected unanimously at Casta del Sol 
Pickleball Club’s annual meeting held 
by Zoom on Friday, October 30: Presi-
dent, Metty Thomason; Vice-President, 
Debra Friedman; Treasurer, Al Guild; 
Secretary, Donna Guild; and Tourna-
ment Director, Cathy Welc.

No organized activities or social 
events are currently planned for 2021 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, but they 
will begin again as soon as possible. 
Please support your club by paying 
your $10 dues for 2021. Checks may 
be dropped off at Rec Ctr 1.

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

December Happenings

whip? That would be our VP Butch 
Nelson. Who is widely known for his 
loud quip, hey players put your masks 
on.

Raise a glass of cheer to 2021.
Sondra Nelson, 290-4298

Our Wednesday Games for Decem-
ber will be: December 2 – Odd/Even 
Twosome; December 9 – Individual 
Low Gross; December 16 – Best 
Fifteen Holes; December 23 – Team 
Twosome Total; and December 30 – 
Two-Man Scramble.

Contact our Membership Chairman, 
Bill Riethmeier at 770-7022 if you are 
interested in joining the Men’s Golf 
Club and playing each Wednesday.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

are plenty of open spots after 10 a.m. 
Now that the weather is cooling off, we 
hope that more players will sign up for 
midday times.

The officers for 2021 are: President, 
Rhonda Cusack; Vice President, Marci 
Smith; Secretary, Debra Friedman; 
Treasurer, Laura Marsh; and Tourna-
ment Director, Metty Thomason.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Because we have had so much in-
terest, we are reserving the pickleball 
courts for three times during the week: 
Monday and Wednesday from 4 to 
6 p.m., and Friday from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Hope to see you on the courts!

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at 714-325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

AARP Smart Driver online course 
is an alternative, especially for those 
who need to renew their car insur-
ance discount. AARP is extend-
ing the special 25% off discount 
through the end of the year. Website: 
www.aarpdriversafety.org. Promo 
code for 25% discount DRIVING-
SKILLS is good through December 31.

CalFresh Program. Need Assis-
tance Applying for CalFresh? Our team 
is available to answer questions and 
book appointments. Call or text our 
Helpline at (855) 233-3362 Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Or, visit www.ocfoodhelp.org 
for food resources or to schedule an 
appointment.

Age Well Senior Services is offering 
a Grab and Go option for our Congre-
gate Meals. You are provided a frozen 
meal along with a cold pack consisting 
of milk, juice, bread and butter. We 
still have the two-day requirement for 

ordering. If seniors require the home 
delivery option, they would receive 
one hot meal, one frozen meal, and a 
cold breakfast. During this crisis any 
senior, whether a registered client or 
not, has the option to order meals for 
home delivery. For more information 
and to reserve a meal in advance, please 
call 470-3063.

Park-It-Market takes place Fridays 
from 8 to 9 a.m. This program is a free 
mobile food pantry available to seniors. 
Groceries will be available for pickup 
with our drive-through service in our 
parking lot. All new participants are re-
quired to complete a client intake form 
at the Norman Murray Community & 
Senior Center. Call 470-3062.

Go Paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  ema i l  e ach  mon th ,  ema i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line.
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Some Important 
Rules to Follow
•  No estate, garage, or open 

house sales are allowed in 
Casta.

•  Garage doors left open for an 
extended period of time are 
prohibited.

•  Guests are permitted to reside 
at a resident’s home on a tem-
porary basis which is defined 
as a maximum of 60 days in 
any 12-month period.

The Wily Cuckoo

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small TalkCity Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

The city has been mandated to build 
over 2,100 units of low-income hous-
ing within city limits, but we have 
joined other cities in Orange County to 
fight against the Governor’s mandate. 
The location where the units will be 
built is still being studied, since there 
is limited space available to build that 
quantity of low-income housing.

A budget is being established for 
sanitizing all playground equipment 
as well as additional equipment at the 
Murray Center. The health of residents 
is a primary concern of the Council.

Incumbents Brian Goodell and Trish 
Kelley have won reelection to the City 
Council.

The Council will continue to meet 
remotely. Any questions, issues, or 
concerns can be submitted to the City 
Clerk, at cityclerk@cityofmissionviejo.
org, and will become part of the public 
record.

This is my final report. I have been 
attending City Council meetings and 
reporting to our Casta del Sol residents 
on the business of the city for nearly 
ten years. I took over the responsibil-
ity of attending and reporting on the 
bi-monthly City Council meetings from 
Joyce Saltzgiver. I am retiring, but not 
before I introduce my replacement at a 
future City Council meeting. I am sure 
that individual will continue to report 
important city matters to you.

FINIS!

My paternal grandmother emigrated 
from Germany to America in 1900 and 
spoke with a heavy accent until the day 
she died.

Although she never talked about her 
life in Germany, she must have missed 
it a great deal because she loved all 
things German. This included a large, 
beautifully carved Bavarian cuckoo 
clock that hung in the dining room.

As a young child, I was fascinated 
by the cuckoo, but always seemed to 
miss its hourly appearance. Determined 
to see it, I would sit at the dining ta-
ble staring at the clock, waiting for 
the magic to happen. When boredom 
eventually overtook me, I wandered 
away, then rushed back later in time 
to see the door slam on the retreating 
bird. Vowing to stay put long enough 
to see the cuckoo in action, I once again 
began my stare with the clock . . . only 

to be called to the kitchen for dinner. 
As I lifted the first forkful of food to 
my mouth, I heard the wily cuckoo 
heralding the hour. That sly bird had 
won again! My attempts at viewing the 
elusive chirping cuckoo became part of 
every visit to my grandmother’s house.

As I grew older, the cuckoo’s appeal 
was lost to rock and roll music. But 
even then, I admit there were times 
when I couldn’t resist a peek at the 
cuckoo clock.

So, did I ever succeed in catching the 
bird in the act? Let’s just say that the 
wily cuckoo had the last laugh.

Directions Needed 
for Guest Passes

Each of your guests can always 
try their luck with GPS to get 
to your home.  But for the best 
directions, or personal directions 
(i.e. turn left on the third street off 
Calle Valdes, etc.) the Dwelling 
Live system requires residents to 
log in at dwellingliveresidents.com 
and enter the directions manual-
ly.  If you need help logging into 
Dwelling Live, please check with 
the recreation center for assistance
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PC Tips and Hints
Printer Problems?

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Printer offline, Couldn’t find printer, 
Printer not ready, or just the silent 
treatment, are all baffling and frus-
trating responses when trying to print 
a document or photo. Why does it 
happen? How do I fix it? Usually this 
happens when using a WiFi connected 
printer and the power goes out and 
loses the link to the PC, or a PC update 
breaks the link between the two.

Click in the Search box (area at bot-
tom left of screen) and type printers. 
Click on Printers and scanners, then 
on the model of your printer (or find 
printer), then on Manage. Now click 
on Run the troubleshooter. Shortly 
you will be given a probable solution 
that you can click on Apply this fix. A 
top contender is Make printer (your 

printer model) the default printer? If 
no solutions are found you may have to 
visit the printer manufacturer website 
and select Support, then Software and 
drivers to download the newest drivers 
to install. For security, use only the 
manufacturers site (hp.com, canon.
com, epson.com, brother.com, etc.).

Bonus tip – type mouse in the search 
box and select Change mouse pointer 
size. You can change the size and 
color of the mouse pointer for better 
visibility.

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

Cheese Stuffed Mushrooms
These mushrooms are delicious and 
always a hit!

24 Cremini mushrooms, cleaned

4 Tbsp. butter

½ cup scallions, chopped fine

¼ cup breadcrumbs

1 Tbsp. chopped parsley

½ cup Gruyere cheese, grated

1 garlic clove, minced

2 Tbsp. sherry

2 Tbsp. Romano cheese

Salt and Pepper

Remove mushroom stems and chop; 
set aside mushroom caps.

Add butter to pan and sauté stems; 
add breadcrumbs, garlic, salt, pepper, 
Gruyere cheese, parsley and sherry. 
Mix.

Stuff mushroom caps with cheese 
mixture and top with Romano cheese. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 20 minutes 
until cooked through.

I Remember When – December 7, 1941, A Day that 
will Live in Infamy
By Carole Weidler 

To a seven-year-old child, many 
memories of that day prevail. My 
father, a young Army Captain, was 
sent to Hawaii, a place where he could 
have his family join him. My mother, 
sister, and I sailed on the Lurline, and 
we were greeted by my father holding 
armloads of leis. We arrived before 
Thanksgiving, and immediately settled 
into quarters at Schofield.

On December 7, we were awakened 
to booming in the distance. The phone 
rang, and my father was immediately 
called to duty. We were being attacked 
by Japanese planes. Mother quickly 
had us dress; she was told to take us 
to hide in the pineapple fields. On the 
way to hide us, we had a Japanese plane 
drop a bomb close to our car. I can still 
see his scarf trailing behind his plane. I 
was so afraid and not really understand-
ing what was happening. We passed a 
sentry on the way to hide, who directed 
us to University of Hawaii. where ci-
vilians could gather.  Rumors reigned.  

That night, we were loaded into buses 
to be taken back to our homes. We had 

to lie on the bus floor as our soldiers 
were firing indiscriminately. As we 
passed the harbor, mother told me to 
peek out the bus window as this would 
be something to remember. There was 
fire everywhere. This was just too 
scary; I can still see the entire harbor on 
fire. When we were finally allowed to 
return home, a huge foxhole had been 
dug in our front yard and we had daily 
air raid drills, day and night. Mother 
managed to buy a 100 lb. sack of rice; 
the rumor was that Japanese paratroops 
would be dropped, and she felt if she 
fed them the rice, they would not kill 
us. Nine months later we were shipped 
home, this time on the Matsonia with 
a convoy. December 7, a day I will 
never forget.

Do you have an I Remember When 
memory? If you do, contact Debra 
Friedman at debrafriedman0@gmail.
com.

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino

How well do you know our community?

See if you can choose the correct answer below:

Approximately how many non-resident vehicles enter Casta each week?

[a] 4,500; [b] 5,500; [c] 6,500; [d] 7,500; [e] 8,500

(The answer appears on page 23.)
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A Good Read – The Last Year of the War
Book Review by Liz Rickett

I Remember When – Drive-In Theaters
By Debra Friedman

For Love of the Game: Golf
By Debra Friedman

My Pandemic Project – Reading Children’s Books 
By Melanie Delgado

Did you know that more than 11,000 
legal United States residents of German 
descent living in the United States 
and Latin America, along with Latin 
American residents of Japanese and 
Italian descent, were interned at camps 
in the United States during World War 
II? In her novel, The Last Year of the 
War, Susan Meissner tells the story of 
two teenage girls whose lives change 
forever when they are sent to an intern-
ment camp.

Elise and her family live in Daven-
port, Iowa. Mariko and her family live 
in Little Tokyo, California. Both were 
born in the United States, both only 
speak English, both families immigrat-
ed to the United States and are legal 
residents but not citizens. In 1943, they 
and their families are sent to an intern-
ment camp in Crystal City, Texas. This 
book traces their friendship and what 
happens when they leave the camp.

This book can be found in the Casta 
del Sol library.

During this time of isolation, I be-
came part of the Backyard Buddies 
which was previously featured in the 
Courier. During one of these sessions, 
I got into a discussion with a fellow 
buddy, Sara Henninger, and we began 
discussing the idea of reading books 
from our childhood. Sara owned the 
1950s series, The Boxcar Children 
by Gertrude Chandler Warner, and I 
owned the 1950s series, The Nancy 
Drew Mysteries by Carolyn Keene, 

the 1904 series from Laura Lee Hope, 
The Bobbsey Twins, and the 1932 Little 
House on the Prairie series by Laura 
Ingalls Wilder.

Through exchange, we have both 
continued to enjoy these beloved sto-
ries from our childhood. We feel like 
kids again. During this time of solitude, 
it is great to escape to a simpler time 
with these heartfelt treasures.

Growing up in New York City, my 
view of the summers was that they were 
stiflingly hot and unpleasant. So, during 
most of my youth, up to about age 12, 
my family escaped the city. We rented 
a small house in a Bungalow Colony 
about two hours north of the city, where 
we stayed for about ten weeks. There 
were countless activities, friends to 
hang out with, and great memories to 
make within the community.

But my summer highlight was when 
my father drove up for the weekend and 
our family headed for the local drive-
in movie. In the densely crowded city, 
drive-in movies were non-existent. 
So to me, drive-ins were associated 
with the country, outdoors, and wild 

behavior. Although the sound from the 
microphone was scratchy, and the car 
seats were not that comfortable, I rel-
ished the whole experience. We would 
wear our pajamas in case we fell asleep 
before returning home and snuggle up 
with blankets. We were allowed hot 
chocolate, popcorn, and candy, which 
sweetened the deal. I can’t even recall 
if I paid attention to what was on the 
screen, but the evening was amazing. 

Ironically, with the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the unsafe nature of movie 
theaters, drive-ins are making a come-
back. I guess I’ll have to check it out.

Do you have an I Remember When 
memory? If so, contact Debra Fried-
man at debrafriedman0@gmail.com. 

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino

How well do you know our community?

See if you can choose the correct answer below:

Approximately what percentage of Casta is designated as “Greenbelt?”

[a] 35%; [b] 40%; [c] 45%; [d] 50%; [e] 55%

(The answer appears on page 26.)

Casta del Sol is equipped with a 
wealth of activities for our residents. 
Club leaders provided insights into 
the reason they joined, the positive 
characteristics of the club, and their 
handling of the closures. We are for-
tunate to have several clubs dedicated 
to golf with Bill Burfeind from Men’s 
Golf and Joyce Parlin from Away Golf 
contributing.

Bill Burfeind’s love of golf started 
early in life. His father was a proficient 
golfer who played on the University 
of Illinois golf team in the 1930s. Bill 
started taking lessons from his support-
ive father at eight. Being athletic, Bill 
developed strong golf skills including 
a smooth swing and good balance. 
He notes that a sense of humor is also 
advantageous. Golf has the ancillary 
benefits of providing three plus hours 
of walking, an opportunity to commune 
with nature, and camaraderie.

In 2007, Bill became involved with 
the Men’s Golf Club. Since he believes 
in the need for good organization, Bill 
soon became an officer, serving as the 
President three times. He is currently 
the Handicap and Publicity Chairman.

Bill’s work with golf extends beyond 
CdS, having been on the Southern 
California Golf Association Advisory 
Committee preparing for new US and 
European consolidated golf rules and 
developing a World Handicap System.

The CdS Men’s Golf Club has been 
affected by the pandemic. Bill often 
hit practice balls in his side yard. In 
May, several golf courses opened to 
the public, requiring players to follow 
safety protocols. When the Men’s Golf 
Club is back to full throttle, Bill will 
help to keep it thriving.

Joyce Parlin, who heads the Away 
Golf Club, took up the sport of golf at 
the age of 62. It helps her to continue 
to be active in her retirement years. The 
aspects of golf she most appreciates 
are the beautiful courses, being with 
wonderful people, and making new 
friends. She finds golf both challenging 
and fun. Joyce became President of the 
Away Golf Club in 2015 as she stepped 
up to keep this club alive and kicking. 
Although Away Golf is on hiatus due to 
adhering to the COVID-19 restrictions, 
Joyce still plays golf locally with small 
groups.
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Veterans Day Celebration
Article by Jo Steciuk, photos by Elaine Isbell

What a beautiful ceremony! The col-
ors of the flags, the crispness of the air 
and three-holidays-to-celebrate-as-one 
brought approximately 50 residents to 
the Memorial Rock in front of Rec Ctr 1 
this Veterans Day, where the Casta del 
Sol Military Veterans Club presented 
another wonderful ceremony.

In the early hours of November 11, 
1918, representatives of the Allied 
Forces and Germany signed an ar-
mistice treaty in a railway carriage 
in Compiegne Forest, France to end 
hostilities on the Western Front of the 
Great War. Later named World War I, 
which killed more than 15 million peo-
ple, the Treaty took effect at eleven in 
the morning on the 11th day of the 11th 
month. Formal peace only came with 
the Treaty of Versailles the following 

year. Named Armistice Day in France, 
this date has been kept a national 
holiday there and in many then-allied 
nations. The U.S. changed the name 
in 1954 to All Veterans Day - now just 
Veterans Day - to honor all the fallen in 
wars, especially WWII, where 60 to 80 
million perished. The Commonwealth 
of Nations also celebrate this day as 
Remembrance Day.

Kip Isbell was Master of Ceremo-
nies at the memorial, the Honor Guard 
stepped timely to post their service 
flags and the crowd sang the Star-Span-
gled Banner and said the Pledge of Al-
legiance. After the invocation, the flag 
was lowered to half-mast while Taps 
played, tearing at our hearts. Steve 
Vallely recited a beautiful poem for 
the fallen and described a U.S. Armed 

Old Glory at Half-Mast w. Service Flags; Club Members Saluting L to R: Kip 
Isbell, Bob Casillas and Steve Vallely

Crowd singing “Proud to Be An American” with club member Wally Lukanov 
(foreground) and Air Force veteran Mr. John Richardson (background)

Forces ceremony called Missing Man 
Table -- done for their official dining 
functions as well as in his household. 
The flag was raised again, and we sang 
a bit of each military branch’s song. 
Lastly, Robert Casillas, outgoing pres-
ident of the club, was honored with a 
beautiful eagle plaque for his two years 
of service. I spoke to a Korean War Air 
Force vet named John Richardson after 
the service and asked what the holiday 

meant to him.  He opened his mouth to 
speak then teared up shaking his head 
and walked away. I think we can all 
identify with his unspoken sentiment.

Veterans Club Members Behind Their Colors from L to R: Bob Casillas, Al 
Richardson, Randy Smith, Gary Everson and Steve Vallely
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Continued on page 25 

Metty Thomason, Collector of Invalid Feeders
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

During Season Six of Downton Ab-
bey, Lord Grantham suffers a burst ul-
cer. While recuperating in bed, he took 
a drink from a small cup-like object. 
Pressing pause on her DVR remote, 
“Look,” an excited Metty Thomason 
said to no one in particular, “he’s using 
an invalid feeder!” The feeder which 

has the appearance of a “small teacup 
with a spout,” as Metty would describe 
it, was mainly used during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries before the advent 
of intravenous drips and flex straws. A 
bed-ridden patient, usually under home 
care, could receive sustenance without 

Metty Thomason shows her collection of invalid feeders with 
handles. 
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Getting to Know Our Neighbors: Milton Glass Remembers
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

If you want to talk with centenarian 
Milton Glass about his life and expe-
riences, plan on spending a long time. 
His memory is fantastic, recalling 
people and events from a full lifetime.

Growing up in the Lower East Side 
of New York City, he attended public 
schools. Thanks to his mom, who lied 
about his age and address, he was able 
to skip going to the neighborhood 
school in favor of a better public school 
nearby.While serving in the Philippines 
during World War II, a chance elective, 
typing, taken when he was a student at 
CCNY, led to a plum assignment as 
company clerk. 

He met his wife of 80 years when they 
were teenagers at a sweet 16 party. Mil-
ton said she took one look at him, told 
him she wanted him as her boyfriend 
and so began his relationship with the 
woman who waited 3 1/2 years for him 
while he was stationed in the Philip-
pines, the woman he calls his angel.

No stranger to hard work, Milton 
worked in the textile business, in one 
capacity or another, until he was 99 
years old. 

He began his career in New York City 
where he and his family, including his 
wife, three children and father-in-law, 
lived in a three-bedroom apartment in 
Stuyvesant Town for which he paid $50 
a month rent.

Two of his children moved to Cali-
fornia. They talked glowingly about the 
whole new world in the West. Milton 
decided to visit and check out this 
place. Deciding the kids were right, he 
moved his business and family to Ojai.

Milton has seen a lot of changes in 
his life. Having been on many cruises 

to the Arctic, he has seen the melting 
glaciers and ice floes and is concerned 
about the environment.

The child of immigrants, his mother 
coming from Austria/Hungary and his 
father from Poland, he is worried about 
the question of immigration.

An avid reader of news, he is troubled 
about the ever-widening divide be-
tween the wealthy and poor, especially 
in second- and third-world countries.

Casta Trivia
Answer to the Trivia question on 
page 19.
Approximately how many non-res-
ident vehicles enter Casta each 
week?

Correct answer is [e] 8,500
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Vandalism in the Heritage Garden
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

The Heritage Garden, located in Rec 
Ctr 2 across from the tennis courts, 
is an oasis of beauty and tranquility. 
During these difficult times as residents 
have fewer places to go, it has become 
even more important as an area to walk 
and enjoy nature.

On October 6, a volunteer in the 
Heritage Garden noticed that a name 
had been carved in one of the trees in 

the Garden. When did it happen? Who 
did it? Why would someone do it? No 
one knows.

That same day, it was noticed that 
most of the little painted rocks that had 
been scattered among the planted areas 
were missing. Volunteers had found, 
painted, and placed approximately 40 
small rocks as accents in the garden. 
That day only two could be seen.
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Metty Thomason, Collector of Invalid Feeders
Continued from page 22

having to sit up. The feeder cup was 
often filled with a formula, called pap, 
consisting of a bland mixture of soft 
bread, milk or water and a little sugar. 
The invalid feeders were referred to 
as “pap boats” and soon something 
lacking substance or real value was 
called pap.

Collecting invalid feeders began quite 
innocently when, in 1991, Metty was 
antiquing at the Orange Circle with her 

mother who was looking to add to her 
cruet collection. Metty admired several 
porcelain feeders with blue onion and 
cornflower designs, and her mother 
encouraged her to buy them. Intrigued 
by their decorative beauty, history and 
medical use, she chose three.

By 1997 she had acquired 37 feeders, 
when she attended her first American 
Collectors of Infant Feeders (ACIF) 
convention in York, PA, which includ-

ed invalid feeder enthusiasts. Metty 
acquired five more feeders, but she 
also made connections and friends with 
other collectors who shared her pas-
sion. And like her, not all had medical 
backgrounds.

As her collection grew, so did her 
involvement with the ACIF. Metty has 
served as president since 2016 and is 
the designer of the groups’ current web 
site (www.acif.org). She also helps or-
ganize the groups’ yearly conventions 

(L-R) Invalid feeder, Pap boat, & Feeder Cup

Invalid feeders with blue cornflower pattern.

that are held in cities near the homes 
of ACIF members who share their col-
lection with attendees. Because of the 
pandemic, this year’s convention was 
replaced with a Zoom meeting.

Today, Metty’s collection includes 
148 porcelain, silver and pewter feed-
ers and pap boats, along with 23 medi-
cine spoons that she began collecting in 
2012. When asked where it all began, 
she’ll smile and reminisce about the 
joys of antiquing with her mother.
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the January issue.

My Pandemic Project
By Debra Friedman

Daunting tasks are a recipe for pro-
crastination. That describes the Great 
Photo Sort, an ambitious undertaking 
during the COVID-19 pandemic of 
2020. I have always been a prolific pho-
to taker, especially since 2003 when I 
started creating scrapbooks. I’ve now 
completed over 70 scrapbooks includ-
ing some that were gifts. Designing 
scrapbooks is accomplished both for 
the sake of retaining memories as well 
as fulfilling my creativity. However, 
the purging and organization of a stag-
gering number of photos did not meet 
my organizational standards.

In 2005 when my photos went 
digital, I started saving them on CDs 
categorized by date. My new computer 
doesn’t even have a CD Rom Drive. 
So, using my husband’s computer, I 
scoured every file, by month/year to 
eliminate the duplicates and undesir-
able pictures. I then transferred the 
photos first to the computer and then 
to USB flash drives. After completing 
this process with the CDs, I followed 
the same procedure with old USB 
flash drives. Even though the outcome 
was gratifying it was incredibly time 
consuming.

In order to capture the best memories 
with friends and family, I devised a 
new organizational scheme. Instead of 
using a chronological schema, I divided 
photos by friend and family groups. I 
only kept the best of the 15 or so years 
of photos in these groupings, on my 
computer. Then I created subgroups 
within these main groups, such as 
family holidays and family vacations. 
I was determined to have an end goal. 
Therefore, I placed these subgroups 
of photos into zip files, to share with 
others. It was a stroll down memory 
lane for me, my family, and my friends.

But there is always more that could 
be done. I’m contemplating digitizing 
the photos taken prior to 2005. I may 
have to wait for the next pandemic for 
that intimidating of a project.

Casta Trivia
Answer to the Trivia question on 
page 20.
Approximately what percentage 
of Casta is designated as “Green-
belt?” 

Correct answer is [d] 50%
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

2005 MINI COOPER 
Green, stick shift, Great condition, Leather, 
new headlining, rear lights, 16K miles. CdS 
Res. Must see! $6,995. Call: 949-454-1223 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR 
STYLIST 

Professional hair care services in the comfort 
of your own home for ladies and gents. 

FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 
Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
We are OPEN for business again! 

My suite is sanitized after every client, 
your health is my priority! 

I look forward to seeing you soon.  
23612 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 

Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 7 pm 
See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 

949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DENTAL 

SMILE ON YOU DENTISTRY 
OF LAKE FOREST 

 All phases of dentistry. Implants, Implant 
Dentures, Latest Technology, Detailed 

Presentation of Best Treatment Options. 
Serving South Orange County. 

Membership Plan & Financing Options. 
Call: 949-716-4892 or 949-916-1610 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

COVID-19 DOESN’T HAVE TO STOP YOU 
FROM WORKING THROUGH YOUR 

FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 

Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 
banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
We can meet online via ZOOM, or in person 
complying with social distancing guidelines. 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 
25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

PAINTING – CONT’D 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

RSM PLUMBING 
Complete Plumbing: Service, Repair, Sales, 
Interior/Exterior, Drain Cleaning, Thankless 

and Regular Water Heaters, Main Sewer 
Lines, Video Pipe Inspection, Leak 

Detection, Water Filtration. Lic#969542 
Call for Free Estimates: 949-589-9399 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

SKIN CARE 

GOLDEN COAST DERMATOLOGY 
Dr. William J. Tidwell, MD 

Dual Board Certified 
Dermatology & Venous Medicine 

Scripps Clinic Fellowship 
Trained Mohs surgeon 

Comprehensive skin care, Skin cancer 
screening, Acne treatment, Cosmetics, Botox 

& Fillers, Vein care. 
Most insurances / Medicare accepted. 
www.GoldenCoastDermatology.com 

Call: 949-200-7008 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


