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President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

How do all of 
us receive infor-
mation in our 
Casta del Sol 
community? 
The answer is from eblasts, special 
mailings, and from the Courier. In 
addition, all CdS committees have 
now been required to hold their 
meetings via teleconferencing or 
Zoom. The Courier committee is 
looking into a new digital format. 
As we all know, all of these meth-
ods have some type of inherent 
flaw. These are the tools that every 
Board has in disseminating news to 
the community.

This November’s Courier con-
tains information on the 2021 HOA 
assessments. 

Beginning as early as of May 
this year, there have been months 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager
Casta del  Sol 
2021 Budget Ap-
proved

At the October 15 Board meeting, 
the Board of Directors approved 
the Casta del Sol Homeowners 
Association 2021 Budget. The 
monthly assessment payment 
starting January 1, 2021 will 
be $444. Residents will receive a 
detailed budget packet in the mail 
in early November. For those of 
you who have opted to receive 
the budget by email, you should 
receive it around the same time 
as the mail delivery. If you would 
like a hardcopy, please come into 
the Administration office and staff 
will provide you with one.

The exact increase amount will 
be outlined in the budget mail-out, 

When I looked at my calendar the 
morning of September 11 this 

year, the horrific images from that 
fateful date 19 years ago rose imme-
diately to mind, while in that little cal-
endar-square in the tiniest script I saw 
printed, “Patriot Day.” I’d forgotten 
Congress had entitled the anniversary 
so to commemorate those ruthlessly 
killed on September 11, 2001. So many 
of us remember Memorial Day, Armed 

Forces Day, Independence Day, Veter-
ans Day, Labor Day, and Pearl Harbor 
Day, but have we really made Patriot’s 
Day a part of that lexicon?

The Casta del Sol Military Veterans 
Club did a fine job of it this year with 
a memorial in our so-called Fountain 
Park. Undaunted by only about 25 
masked attendees, Veteran Bob Casil-

Patriot Day, September 2020. Veterans Club Members Wes Bickel, 
Bob Casillas, Norm Abbod, Steve Vallely, Bill Burfeind. Norm Abbod, Steve Vallely and Bob Casillas salute 

the flag in honor of Patriot Day.

las hosted the event and reminded us 
of our promise to Never Forget, the 
sentiment which he said “became the 
rallying cry in cities across America 
creating a wave of patriotism that 
our country hadn’t seen in decades.” 
Veteran Steve Vallely led the Pledge 
of Allegiance and Veteran Norm Ab-

When Rec Ctr 1 finally opens, 
residents will be able to see 

and use the remodeled restrooms by 
the pool. The remodel was mandated 
by the City of Mission Viejo in order 
for the approval of the remodel of the 
Vista Room.

The remodeled restrooms meet all 
new ADA requirements. The big-
gest changes are that the rooms were 

flipped. The wom-
en’s restroom is 
now located where 
the men’s restroom 
was, and the men’s 
restroom is located 
next to the outdoor 
shower. The design, 
color schemes and 

It all started in El Centro with a pres-
ent for his seventh birthday that his 

mother got with Green Stamps. It was a 
plastic chess set that he was convinced 
was jade. No one knew how to play, so 
Paul and his sister and friends made up 
their own rules.

When the family moved to Westmin-
ster, a friend decided he wanted to play 
the game with real rules. Paul beat his 
friend. His friend went to the library, 

got some books on chess, and began to 
beat Paul. Paul then went to the library, 
found books on chess, and proceeded 
to beat the friend.

At Mater Dei, Paul saw a flyer about 
an Orange County High School Chess 
Tournament. The school had no chess 
club. Paul persuaded his history teacher 
to be a sponsor and drafted friends and 
friends of friends to play as a team.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape
Services
Coordinator

Licensed Contractors
I get calls from homeowners asking 

for help finding someone to perform 
services at their homes. I will always 
recommend hiring a licensed contrac-
tor.

The reply I sometimes receive is that 
they charge too much. My response is 
always the same, that I agree. How-
ever, licensed contractors must pay 
for taxes, insurance, benefits and still 
make a profit. In California, anyone 
who contracts to perform work that is 
valued at $500 or more for labor and 
materials must hold a current, valid 
license for the specialty for which he 
or she is contracting.

Unlicensed contractors pose a risk Continued in column 3

of hard work by many committee 
members in preparation of the 2021 
CdS budget. The Board held two joint 
meetings via Zoom with our Budget 
& Finance and Reserve Committees. 
The Greenbelt and Facilities Commit-
tees held meetings of their own while 
participating in discussions with the 
Reserves and Budget and Finance 
Committees. What I am indicating is 
that there are more than just seven 
Board members that have shaped the 
2021 CdS budget.

Last month I mentioned that I would 
review the Business Judgment Rule. I 
must be honest and state that this will 
take more than just one article. In this 
article I will discuss one area within 
Davis-Stirling, the Corporation Rule. 
Even though officers and directors 
are deemed fiduciaries, boards are 
not required to make the right deci-
sion. Rather, they must make what 
they believe to be the best decision for 
the corporation with the information 
available to them. Boards must act 
in good faith, in a manner which the 
directors believe to be in the best in-
terest of the corporation, and with such 
care, including reasonable inquiry, 
as an ordinary prudent person in a 
like position would use under similar 
circumstances. I encourage you to read 
this section from Davis-Stirling.

but the major increases are highlighted 
in a few areas. The reserves portion 
of the budget increased $22.31 per 
month in assessments. The increase is 
primarily due to a substantial planning 
in asphalt for 2021 and beyond. In the 
operating budget, the Pac West Land 
Care contract increased 10% due to 
minimum wage increases, which is 
over $9 in assessments. Legal, salaries 
and contracts make up most of the 
remaining increases. The operating 
expenses that were approved were 
based on costs the Board believes are 
necessary to operate the Association. 
For informational purposes, every 
$23,124 increased in the budget is 
another dollar added to the assessment.

If you have any questions on the 
budget, you can always attend a Budget 
and Finance Committee meeting/Board 
meeting, or call me at 837-4073 and I 
will be happy to answer any questions.

Assistant General Manager
One of the salary increases in the 

budget reflects the Board authorizing 
Powerstone to bring in an Assistant 
General Manager to Casta del Sol’s 
onsite team. Powerstone believes the 
new Assistant General Manager will 
be starting in November. When official 
information on this person is available 
along with their contact information, 
it will be provided to the residents by 
eblast and future Courier articles.

to your financial security because they 
expose you to significant financial 
harm in the event of injury or property 
damage. Few unlicensed contractors 
have bonding or workers compensation 
insurance.

The Contractors State License Board 
website is an excellent place to start 
your search for the right contractor for 
the right job. With that in mind, here are 
ten tips for making sure your contractor 
measures up to your expectations.

 1. Hire only licensed contractors.

 2.  Check the contractor’s license 
number by calling 800-321-2752, 
or go to the website for the Con-
tractors State License Board at 
www.cslb.ca.gov.

 3. Get at least three references.

 4. Get at least three bids.

 5.  Get a written contract and do not 
sign anything until you completely 
understand the terms.

 6.  Pay no more than 10% down or 

$1,000, whichever is less.

 7.  Don’t let payments get ahead of 
work, and keep records of pay-
ments.

 8.  Don’t make the final payment until 
you are satisfied with the job.

 9. Don’t pay cash.

 10.  Keep a job file of all papers relating 
to your project.

Board of Directors
COVID-19 Version 6 Additions

•  Rec Ctr 1 use of the spa by reservation-only for up to two people at a 
time for 20 minutes.

•  Residents may reserve books and DVDs. Library Committee personnel 
will fulfill reservations for curbside service.

•  The Shuffleboard Pavilion available by reservation only M - F, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. for a 90-minute time slot.

•  Billiards available by reservation only M – F, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. for one-
hour time slots.

•  Ceramics and arts/crafts room available by reservation only through 
DwellingLive M - F, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. subject to staffing and cleaning 
crews. Residents may reserve ceramics for 2 hours, twice a week.

•  Rec Ctr 2 Pool, for CdS Water Exercise club members, from 8 to 10 
a.m. M - F.
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**This is an abridged version of the September 2020 Treasurer’s Report. 
For the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulle-
tin boards, or the eblast that comes out shortly after the Board meeting.

September Treasurer’s Report
October 15, 2020

Total HOA assets as of September 30, 2020 are $4,956,436.84, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of September 30 is $1,139,094.40. This balance includes 
$384,021.41 of cash, $452,354.99 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $300,000 invested in three CDs (interest rates 1.55-1.60%). The reduction 
in cash from the prior month is the result of payments made on outstanding 
Reserve projects. Currently there is $166,948.12 in Other Receivables that will 
be transferred to this account to cover those expenditures.

Reserve Fund balance as of September is $3,522,047.46. This balance in-
cludes $1,272,544.75 invested in a money market account, $2,400,000 invest-
ed in twelve CDs (interest rate .10-2.60%) and a “due to” operating cash of 
$166,948,12. During the month of September there were no CDs redeemed 
or purchased.

Capital Fund balance as of September 30 is $77,232.70. The fund increases 
$1,927 per month by budgeting $1 per month per residence plus interest. As 
of September 30 there have been no expenditures. The approved Capital Fund 
for 2020 is $274,404.24 of which $197,171.54 is unfunded.

Total outstanding accounts receivable as of September 30 is $58,143.22. 
This is a decrease of 4.38% from August 2020.  In an effort to prepare for the 
possibility of future uncollectible debts, we are adjusting the bad debt reserve 
monthly rather than quarterly as it was done in the past and the reserve currently 
stands at $41,734.20. The change was made to compensate for the hard times 
that have impacted the country as a result of COVID-19. It should also be noted 
that currently 71.78% of the outstanding receivables are past due.

Income:
The budget overage is mainly the result of unbudgeted interest income.

General & Administration:
Twenty of the twenty-three accounts in this category are under budget as of 
September 30. The following accounts are over budget:

•  Bad Debt Expenses is $22,754.93 of which $11,504.93 is over budget as a 
result of increased accrual related to the increasing past due amount in the 
accounts receivable.

•  Records Storage is $2,801.25, which is an unbudgeted expense to complete 
a 2019 project.

 COVID-19 Expense is $5,218.25, which is an unbudgeted expense.

Land Maintenance (Greenbelt):
Ten of the thirteen accounts in this category are under budget as of September 
30. The following three accounts are over budget:

•  Irrigation Modification/Retrofit is $39,251.05, which is 85% of the annual 
budget. $4,751.08 is over budget as a result of more irrigation work than 
was planned for this time of year.

•  Mature Tree Prune is $156,528.00, which is 86.96% of the annual budget. 
This account is expected to go over budget for the year as we are moving 
two hundred trees (about $45K) from 2021 to 2020 for pruning in a cost 
savings effort for 2021.

•  Seasonal Planting is $96,876.21, which is 80.73% of the annual budget. Part 
of this overage is related to the way the 2020 budget was seasonalized. The 
balance of the overage is related to more plantings than expected.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
Eight of the eleven accounts in this category are under budget as of September 
30. The following three accounts are over budget:

•  Pool Supplies/Chemicals is $8,188.04, which is 81.88% of the annual bud-
Continued on page 8

Board Meeting Highlights
October 15, 2020

•  Approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as presented. (See 
Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  Postponed the modification of Gate 3 to an automated gate. No change from 
present use.

•  Approved Nordic Security Services gate and patrol services for the CdS 
HOA at a cost of $720,200 per year. This adjusted amount reflects Gate 3 
usage remaining the same.

•  Approved the 2021 CdS HOA Budget of $10,217,344. Adopting this budget 
brings the annual assessment for homeowners to $444 per month beginning 
January 1, 2021.

•  Approved mailing or emailing the budget packet to homeowners on or about 
November 1, 2020.

•  Approved updating the Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines 
due to COVID-19, Version 6 and moving into Stage 3. Stage 3 keeps all 
prior staged items and adds: See shaded box on page 2.

•  Approved a five-year contract for Great Scott Tree Services, Inc. for 
$228,270 beginning in January 2021.

•  Approved proposals from Santa Margarita Plumbing for repairing sewer 
lines due to common area tree roots for clearing the line, hydro-jetting the 
line, relining the line, and installing a new cleanout for: 27995 Calle Valdes, 
28502 Via Congora and 23595 Ribalta totaling $21,321.

•  Accepted the resignation of Greenbelt Committee Chair Ron Ryan. General 
Manager Josh Hodosh and Board President Randy Gish thanked Ron for his 
knowledge, expertise, dedication, and his service to our community.

•  Appointed Linda Nohe as Chair of the Greenbelt Committee effective Oc-
tober 15, 2020 through December 31, 2020.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported 41 delinquencies totaling $48,319.51, 
and one lien recommended for unpaid dues of $1,250.68. Josh thanked Bryan 
Spafford and Ed Denos of the Facilities Committee for all their help during 
Ed Pedroncelli’s absence. He reported that there are new signs up at all 
four gates notifying residents of the right to tow vehicles parked illegally. 
The gate spikes at gate 4 will be installed soon. An eblast will announce the 
date. The Association has hired a third custodian, Julio Ponce. Josh said the 
Association is looking to hire an Assistant General Manager. This is part 
of succession planning. This new position would also help to fill in for the 
Maintenance Supervisor, who has been out on sick leave for several months.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported 499 landscape 
maintenance requests for the month, and 3,064 for 2020. He announced 
the Association received a rebate of $100,000 from the Metropolitan Water 
District for the installation of the new irrigation system.

•  Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich said that as more facilities are reopen-
ing, residents should fill out a form to be on DwellingLive. This site is used 
for reservations. If residents need help using this service, please contact the 
office.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on Novem-
ber 19 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Board workshop will be held 
on November 5 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan, 
Courier Chair
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A Day to Remember: Patriot Day
Continued from page 1

On Patriot Day, Bill Burfeind read 
the Oaths of Enlistment.

bod the Invocation. In his message, 
Veteran Wes Bickel reminded us that, 
“The attacks were intended to break 
our spirit,” but that “Instead we have 
emerged stronger and more unified.” 
Veteran Bill Burfeind read the Oaths of 
Enlistment for the military, police and 
firefighters all pledging to “support and 
defend the Constitution of the United 
States of America against all enemies 
both foreign and domestic.” Our well-
known resident Roy Southerland sang 
four patriotic songs closing with Amer-
ica the Beautiful to the accompaniment 
of a lot of chicken skin and a few tears.

The majority of people killed that 
day were neither military, police, nor 
firefighters - just regular folks - but 
perhaps it would serve us well to renew 
our fidelity to this amazing country 
with an oath to remember the oneness 
we felt in our patriotism after Nine 
Eleven and to respect each other, our 
appointed leaders and our flag. We 
were all patriots then. This holiday is 
not just a tiny inscription in a small 
square on our calendars. It represents 
the deadliest terrorist attack on U.S. 
soil killing nearly 3,000 people. Thank 

you, Veterans Club, for recognizing all 
the fallen. We will try to Never Forget.
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New Restrooms at Rec Ctr 1
Continued from page 1

overall décor is outstanding.

The work was done on time and on 
budget. This is the third project done at 
Casta del Sol with Phoenix Planning as 
architect and DBAC as the construction 
company. The Facilities Committee 
and the Board of Directors use a design 
and build process, a collaborative effort 
that saves money and time. During 
the design phase, Phoenix and DBAC 
worked together to provide our Asso-
ciation with an outstanding completed 
project.

At the tournament, the boys saw 
competitive play with a clock, a first 
for all of them. They became addicted 
to blitz chess, playing games limited to 
five minutes. They joined a high school 
league and played against schools from 
all over Orange County. Eventually, he 
joined the United States Chess Feder-
ation and played in rated tournaments 
in local clubs.

The internet opened a whole new 
world of chess. Paul discovered chess 

Paul Ricci and Chess
Continued from page 1 is a great leveler, playing with people 

from all over the world and all walks 
of life.

Paul has played chess for about 50 
years. Neither his wife nor daughters 
play, but his newest son-in-law does, 
so the two of them play online. He also 
plays with some friends at Casta del Sol 
who are waiting for the day they will 
finally beat him. This may take a long 
time. Not only does he bring years of 
expertise to the game, but Paul plays 
to win.

Courier Correction:
On page one of the October Courier, the byline for the article on the Vegeta-

ble Garden Club support for St. Killian’s food bank incorrectly read “By Jeff 
McCoy.”  It should have read, “By Sara Henninger, photos by Jeff McCoy.” 
We apologize to Sara and Jeff for this error.

Waste Management Fees
This is a reminder to residents that the regular weekly trash pick-up service 

by Waste Management is covered in the monthly Homeowner Association 
Dues. The only charges a resident would be responsible to pay would be the 
rental fee for a dumpster, which is not covered by the HOA dues. Residents 
should check before paying any invoice received from Waste Management.
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September Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

get. $688.07 is over budget as a result of increase of chemicals with the 
restarting of the pools.

•  Equipment & Supplies is $7,198.26, which is 128.54% of the annual bud-
get. $2,998.32 is over budget as a result of setting up a workspace for the 
Maintenance Coordinator that was hired to fill the vacancy that was created 
by the old Coordinator’s promotion. 

•  Building Repairs & Maintenance is $22,060.24, which is 162.06% of the 
annual budget. This is mainly the result of catch up maintenance that was 
done during the shutdown.

Repairs & Maintenance:
Six of the nine accounts in this category are under budget as of September 
30. The following three accounts are over budget:

•  Rodent Contract is $29,247.00, which is 94.35% of the annual budget.  
$5,997.03 is over budget as a result of the set-up costs for a new contractor 
and an increase in the monthly fee.

•  Wildlife Control-Rabbits is $18,000.00, which is 83.33% of the annual 
budget. $1,800 is over budget as a result of the way the 2020 budget was 
seasonalized.

•  Salaries/Related-Maintenance is $113,479.46, which is 84.01% of the an-
nual budget. $12,169.52 is over budget as a result of increased workload 
related to COVID-19.

Traffic Control:
All of the eight accounts in this category are at or under budget as of Sep-
tember 30.

Utilities:
Two of the five accounts in this category are under budget as of September 
30. The following three accounts are over budget:

•  Water is $675,188.64, which is 77.66% of the annual budget.  $27,506.64 
is over budget as a result of high irrigation water usage because of the hot 
weather.

•  Telephone is $17,633.01, which is 97.96% of the annual budget. $4,133.01 
is over budget as a result of unbudgeted taxes and fees.

•  Trash & Recycling Service is $174,755.75, which is 75.98% of the annual 
budget. $2,255.81 is over budget as a result of price increase from the trash 
company.

Treasurer’s Comments:
The end of September finds us with a surplus of $206,599.25 and at this 

time we are still forecasting a year-end surplus. The size of this surplus will 
be determined by amount of hot weather we have between now and then. It 
should also be noted that Santa Margarita Water District has granted Casta 
del Sol a rebate of $100,000 in relation to the new irrigation controllers that 
were installed over the past couple of months.

The interim Financial Report and this Treasurer’s Report as of September 
30, 2020 are being submitted to the Casta del Sol Board of Directors for the 
Board’s review and acceptance. Once accepted by the Board, these reports 
will be filed.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

 

Report Suspicious Activity
If you observe suspicious activity, please call 911 or the non-emergency 

police department number at 770-6011. If it is a non-emergency and you be-
lieve the HOA patrol service should be notified, don’t hesitate contacting the 
Association Post Commander, Carlos Rios, at 837-7640. If it is after hours, 
contact Gate 1 at 455-4674 and they will send a patrol officer to your area.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

November 2020
Bernet, Dale .....................................27838 Via Sarasate ..... (310) 405-3189
 Irvine, CA
Berry, Frederick & Sheryl ................28466 Borgona......................317-3529
 La Quinta, CA

Chavez, Karen & Louis ....................23407 El Greco ........... (951) 515-3122
    ................................................................................... (951) 818-2322
 Corona, CA
Comstedt, Kathryn ...........................28181 Manchuca .....................Unlisted 
 Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Diffenderfer, Marcie & Bill .............28416 Pacheco ............ (925) 588-1361
 Danville, CA
Freedman, Howard & Helen ............27731 Via Rodrigo ..... (917) 282-8583
    ................................................................................... (646) 662-7325
 San Clemente, CA
Hersch, Rosalyn ...............................28026 Via Chocano .... (714) 655-7498
 Huntington Beach, CA
Jacques, Vera ...................................23249 Villena........................510-0929
 Laguna Woods, CA
Lamparter, James & Mary Ellen ......28322 Zarza ................ (714) 325-3051
 Meridian, ID
Menchel, Sig & Susan ......................23431 Via Murillo ...... (425) 765-9665
 Bellevue, WA
Phelan, Norma & Edward ................27798 Espinoza ........... (925) 457-3203
 Danville, CA
Robertson, Diana & Ken ..................28166 Via Bonalde ...............412-5107
 Dana Point, CA
Smith, Dawn ....................................23424 Villena.............. (714) 269-1231
 Tustin, CA
Yates, James & Julie ........................28492 Borgona......................395-6939
 Mission Viejo, CA

Directory change

Kim, Peter & Myong ........................Unlisted .................................606-5352

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

Maintenance
Responsibilities Defined:

There are two types of spaces within 
our HOA community: separate inter-
ests and common areas.

•  Separate interests are the individual 
units. In our community, the sepa-
rate interest is each parcel of land 
and any structures that set upon it.  

•  Common areas include all those ar-
eas that are shared by the members 
of the community, and to which 

each member has an undivided 
equal interest.

The HOA’s CC&R section 3.07, Ex-
terior Maintenance and Repair, differ-
entiates responsibility between HOA 
repairs and homeowner repairs. Please 
note, the Association is responsible for 
repairing, replacing, or maintaining the 
common area, and the owner of each 
separate interest is responsible for 
maintaining their home.

Ed Pedroncelli
Maintenance Supervisor

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com 
215-1955

Lando Fajardo
Maintenance Coordinator

lfajardo@powerstonepm.com
215-3146
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Architectural
Last month we discussed how the 

Application for Exterior Modifica-
tion is processed. So, what happens 
when that beautiful project is done? 
It’s time for us to come do the oohs 
and aahs over your project. We call 
this the Inspection Phase. When you 
have completed your project and your 
tools are put away, it is time to return 
your Notice of Completion form to 
Rec Ctr 1. This form must be returned 
within two weeks of completion of 
your project. It tells us you are ready 
for inspection and sign-off from our 
Architectural Inspector.

These inspections are not scheduled, 
and you do not need to be present 
during the inspection. Our Architec-
tural Inspector looks at the project and 
your approved application to make 
sure that everything that was approved 
was completed with no additions or 
deletions. The Inspector will make 
sure that all patching and painting, if 
applicable, has been done and that the 
area is clean, neat and tidy from any 
construction. New projects are special; 
you spent a lot of time completing them 
and we love seeing them in all their 
completed glory.

That’s it! If there are any issues we 
have during inspection, you will hear 

Facilities
Facilities met with three vendors 

to discuss bids to replace 3,563 feet 
of chain link fencing along Jeronimo 
Road. After discussion, the committee 
unanimously approved Saddleback 
Fence and Vinyl Products to proceed 
with the work. A committee recom-
mendation was sent to the Board of 
Directors (BoD) who approved the 
project at their October meeting.

The Facilities sports project group 
has been gathering information from 
potential vendors to replace the tennis 
and paddle tennis courts lighting. They 
have been busy reviewing the lighting 
information forwarded by the lighting 
experts and visiting courts that have 
been recommended by vendors to 
determine whether the lights will be 
satisfactory for our players. A com-
parative spread sheet of the vendors 
was prepared, and the sports project 
group will forward recommendations 

Library
The library has acquired and installed 

permanent picture hangers for the 
artistic displays of our residents. This 
system will benefit the library staff by 
not having to hammer nails into the 
walls every three months. It will also 
prevent further damage to the library 
walls and possible elimination of this 
program which has enhanced the expe-
riences of residents who visit Rec Ctr 1.

The library is still closed to residents. 
However, the library volunteers have 
begun to re-shelve the many books 
and DVDs that have been returned. An 
eblast was sent out asking that residents 
return any books they may still have 
so that we can quarantine them before 
returning them to the shelves. We do 
not know when the library will be able 
to reopen but we are planning for it. 
Hope to see you soon.

Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Traffic
Have you signed up for dwell-

ingLIVE? Stop by the Rec Ctr 1 office 
and fill out the dwellingLIVE form. 
Login information and instructions 
will be sent to you directly from dwell-
ingLIVE. After accessing the program, 
make sure to add directions to your 
home from all four gates. These direc-
tions will be printed out on the guest 
passes.

Here are some benefits of using 
dwellingLIVE: 1) simplified access 
control for you and your guests, 2) 
printed guest passes good for 60 days 

Travel
Despite being sequestered in our 

homes, time seems to be moving 
quickly; it’s almost the holiday season! 
I wish I could tell you we are planning 
some travel for 2021 but we aren’t yet. 
I did hear from Bree at Good Times 
Travel to let us know that their luxury 
buses have all been retrofitted with a 
new air ventilation system that was 
approved by the CDC. I told her that 
was good to know but I didn’t think any 
of us were quite ready to be packed into 
a bus. We didn’t get into numbers, but 
she said the groups would be smaller 
which might mean more cost. We’ll 
have to wait and see.

The Travel Team extends special 
greetings to you and yours for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. We know it will 
be difficult as families won’t be able 
to gather as we have in years past. We 
need to protect ourselves and others by 
wearing masks at all times.

Thank you all again for your patience. 
On behalf of the Travel Team, stay safe 
and healthy!

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ric Gonzales, Liaison

from us by phone and/or in writing 
stating any corrections needed. If you 
do not hear from us within 60 days of 
returning your completion notice, all 
is well and it’s time to present another 
project.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513 4956

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

to the entire Facilities committee for 
discussion. A committee vote and rec-
ommendation will be forwarded to the 
BoD for their approval.

Facilities is also working on improv-
ing the lighting for the walkways and 
parking lot at Rec Ctr 2. This project is 
currently in the information gathering 
stage.

The cleaning and repairing of all our 
association buildings and gate house 
roofs is now complete. Our contractor, 
Antis Roofing and Waterproofing, has 
done a very thorough and complete 
job. Annual termite inspections of all 
our buildings have been approved by 
the BoD.

All our meetings are now on Zoom. 
Please watch for eblast announcements 
explaining how to participate.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

issued when your guests arrive, 3) si-
multaneous notification to all gates, 4) 
personalized pre-printed directions to 
your home for your guests and vendors, 
5) speed and parking reminders for 
guests and vendors, 6) automatic pass 
renewal for those guests you choose, 
7) email notification when your guests 
arrive; 8) option to limit access to spe-
cific dates and times, and 9) making 
reservations for facilities around the 
recreation centers.

Remember to maintain the 25-mph 
speed limit while driving within the 
community; help keep others safe. 
Residents are responsible to notify 
guests, vendors and contractors of 
Casta del Sol traffic rules. Residents are 
also responsible for citations that are 
issued to any of your guests, vendors, 
or contractors.

The Traffic Committee meets on the 
first Monday of the month at 9 a.m. via 
Zoom. An eblast is sent out to residents 
with login information. Not getting 
eblasts? Contact Rec Ctr 1 to be added 
to the list.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
David Ankeny, Liaison
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Canine Companions
We were so distressed to hear that 

two of our club members were moving 
and had to give up their beautiful dog 

Bridge
All the bridge groups and other 

clubs at CdS are still sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus as of today, October 
6. But there is hope. We are frustrated 
by our inability to meet with our bridge 
family. A few of us have been playing 
bridge on our computers and iPads 
over the internet. A free site to join is 
at www.bridgebase.com. Adam and I 
were recently victorious over Caryl 
and Cathy. You can practice solo any 
time, or with strangers or friends. You 
can see how your contracts compare in 
history to others who have played the 
same hands. The people I play with 
often agree that 20 hands are sufficient 
for about an hour and a half of play. 
We look forward to the day when we 
can resume normal bridge in the Fiesta 
Room with our friends. 

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Billiards
Well, it has been several long, long 

months since we were able to show our 
pocket billiards opponents how really 
inept we are at the sport. Hopefully, I 
will have some good news by the time 
you read this article. The Board of 
Directors has received our request to 
reopen the Billiards Room with appro-
priate restrictions similar to those for 
the ping-pong club. I figure, if they can 
play ping-pong indoors, we can play 
billiards indoors just as safely. Since 
the billiards tables are 8 feet long, 
social distancing certainly won’t be a 
problem. I hope the Board of Directors 
sees it the same way. I’m writing this 
article on October 7, so I don’t know 
what the decision will be until the 
Board of Directors meet later in the 
month. I’ve got my fingers crossed, but 
it’s really hard to shoot pool that way.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol, 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Baby Boomers
Good news! For those who paid their 

dues for 2020, we will carry that over 
into 2021. Thanks to all the officers and 
assistants from 2020, who will continue 
their roles next year.

The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 
Club is renowned for entertaining and 
exhilarating parties with live music, 
plentiful dancing, and exceptional 
food. We enjoy offering a different 
theme each month which is reflected 
in our flyers, décor, cuisine, and attire. 
If you are just interested in delectable 
food, catching up with friends, and 
listening to live music, you will enjoy 
our parties. Many of our members also 
love dancing. Our bands and musical 
performers play a range of music to suit 
different tastes in dancing.

When it is safe and appropriate, our 
parties will resume. As soon as we have 
approval, we will be ready to roll out a 
fabulous celebration.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Automate Gate 3?
In 2016, I submitted an almost iden-

tical letter to the Editor of the Courier, 
and now I find myself doing so again.

Most Casta del Sol residents say that 
the number one reason they purchased 
in Casta was the manned gates. Land-
scape and open spaces is usually the 
second. Why did you buy in Casta? 
Automating gates will affect your 
property values.

Currently, the Board is considering 
automating Gate 3. This will open 
the door to future talk of automating 
the remaining gates. Can you imagine 
how long your guests will wait in line 
at Gate 1 for entrance? Do you want to 
live in an automated gate community?

Three times we have voted against 
automating the gates since I have lived 
in Casta, so now it appears the Board 
is going to have their way without 

the vote of the community. They are 
taking small steps towards automating 
the gates. First step was to send ven-
dors to Gate 1; second, was the use of 
transponders for residents, and now 
automating Gate 3. This is deceitful.

Dixie McAlister, 28372 Borgona

Editor’s Note
Thank you for your opinion. The 

Board of Directors are aware and are 
addressing this issue.

Shelly Lethiot
Courier Board Liaison

Continued on page 13
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Continued on page 16

Canine Companions
Continued from page 12

Democratic
Hopefully you have already voted. 

But if not, you can still vote in person 
at a Vote Center through November 
3 or place your completed ballot in a 
yellow Ballot Drop Box. The closest 
Vote Center is at the Norman Murray 
Center. The closest yellow Ballot Drop 
Boxes are in the Civic Center, at the 
Norman Murray Center, and in the 
Joyner/Olympiad Park parking lot. You 
can use these boxes through Novem-
ber 3; or you can drop your ballot in a 
mailbox so that it will be postmarked 
by November 3.

Your vote is important, so please 
make your voice heard. If you have 
questions or need any help, please 
call me.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in October. 

And now, some humor.

• Cribbage is objectively the best 
card game.

• Keep calm and play Cribbage.

•  Life is better when you play Crib-
bage.

•  Don’t panic! I’m a professional 
Cribbage player.

•  If you’re too busy for Cribbage, 
then you’re too busy.

When the quarantine is over, Crib-
bage games will be played each Thurs-
day night in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 from 6:30 until approximately 

Heritage Garden
The normally scheduled meeting of 

the Heritage Garden Club is for No-
vember 19 at 9:30 a.m. in the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2. However, as it 
stands now in October, it is unlikely 
that the Heritage Room will be open for 
any meetings. Valerie Hanich will issue 
an eblast to all if that status changes.

If you’ve walked through the garden 
lately, you’ve probably noticed evi-
dence of pruning and trimming that 
began in October. There will be more 
to come during this month in breathless 
anticipation of some winter rains. In the 
meantime, the garden is looking pretty 
good, or so we’ve been told by some of 
our garden-walking residents.

I can’t say often enough how much 
we appreciate both the recycling dona-
tions and other help that our generous 
HGC fans have contributed throughout 
the COVID-19 shutdown. Thank you, 
thank you!

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Las Damas
November is the month for counting 

our blessings. The Las Damas Club 
recalls fondly those cherished found-
ers, in the 1970s, whose officers and 
volunteers cheerfully prepared and 
served the first luncheons to a fledgling 
membership. In the ensuing years, the 
club has grown to 150 members strong, 

Military Veterans
Our Casta del Sol Veterans Club 

continues to follow the rules estab-
lished by our Casta del Sol Board. So, 
all club activities are on hold until we 
can resume meeting again in the Fiesta 
Room.

November 11 is Veteran’s Day in 
honor of all those who served in the 

Ceramics
Things at ceramics have been quiet 

but not dead. We are hoping (per-
haps even by the time this article is 
published) to be allowed to return to 
working in our workrooms.

We know that many residents are re-
membering the Holiday Boutiques our 
club has hosted in years past. Hundreds 
of items were made and sold as gifts 
by Casta residents and our members 
for the holiday season. We can’t wait 
until things return to normal and we 
can work on items for a boutique or flea 
market. Some of us are painting items 
at home now and can’t wait until our 
kilns are up and running again. Stay in 
touch and stay positive. The situation 
will improve.

Take note that Jeanne Larsen has tak-
en over sending greeting cards to our 
members while Barbara Langan is now 
our Parliamentarian. Thanks ladies.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Pinochle
There was NO Pinochle in October. 

When play resumes it will be Friday 
nights in the Heritage Room from 6:30 
to approximately 9 p.m.

Some Pinochle humor:

•  Don’t make me use my Pinochle 
player voice.

•  There’s no such thing as a friendly 
game of Pinochle.

as they could not take him with them.

Our club members were talking and 
emailing each other to find out where 
this adorable dog might go. We most 
certainly did not want the dog to go 
to a shelter, so we hoped that some 
special person would be able to adopt 
him. Yesterday, one of our members 
found it in her heart to adopt Beau as a 
playmate for her dog.

That is what the Canine Companions 
Club is all about. Good homes for dogs 
and maintaining our close friendships. 
We look forward to getting back to our 
monthly gatherings and walks with our 
friends and dogs very soon. We hope 
you will join our club when we do.

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083

8:45 p.m. How many will remember 
how to play?

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

whose social bond has added a spirit of 
friendship and camaraderie throughout 
the Casta Del Sol community.

Members and guests look forward 
to delicious catered luncheons and 
seasonal celebrations, including the 
Spring Fashion Show and Winter 
Holiday Concert. Throughout the year, 
the club is able to support community 
philanthropies and strengthen friend-
ships among the membership.

Thank you for your resilience and 
patience as we await the return to these 
treasured moments in our interrupted 
lives.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

military to preserve our freedoms. 
There will be a brief ceremony with an 
honor guard representing each branch 
of the service around the Veteran’s 
Memorial plaque in front of Rec Ctr 1. 
We will have this ceremony at 5 p.m. 
and it will last about 30 minutes.

We hope we can resume our month-
ly meetings again soon, featuring 
interesting guest speakers. All Casta 
veterans are welcome to join our club, 
as our doors are always open. We look 
forward to seeing you all again soon. 

Bob Casillas, 468-8135
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - November 2020 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance

 14  9  11

  9:30 a.m. Courier

 10

  9 a.m. Greenbelt

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                         Meeting

  7

  8  12

Recreation & 
Management Offices 
Closed

 28

 29

 15

 22

 20

 30

Daylight 
Saving Ends

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

Thanksgiving 

  6  5

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

Veteran’s Day

  2   4

10 a.m. Library

  3

  1 p.m. Architectural   9 a.m. Traffic

  1

November
2020

10 a.m. Welcome

Recreation Centers, 
Recreation & 
Management Offices 
Closed
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While You Were in Lockdown
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

Casta del Sol residents may have 
spent months in lockdown not do-

ing much, but there was a lot happening 
in the community.

•  New lighting was installed at Rec 
Ctr 2 to better illuminate the park-

ing lot and the Heritage Room.

•  Roof repairs were made to the Vis-
ta Room and other common area 
buildings, including gatehouses.

•  Roads were repaired at Gates 2, 3 
and 4.

•  Safety measures were taken at 
Rec Ctr 1, including placement 
of a check-in station where resi-
dents were checked as to whether 
they were wearing masks and had 
signed a waiver before entering the 
gate.

•  In addition, all rooms in Associa-
tion buildings were deep cleaned, 
repaired and spruced up.

•  The City of Mission Viejo was 
also busy improving the trail below 
Casta. Trees were trimmed, grasses 
were cut and paths to the trail from 
Casta del Sol Drive and Jeronimo 
were given a coat of asphalt.

New lighting fixtures at Rec Ctr 2 for 
better illumination of parking lot

The City cut down weeds 
on hillsides below Casta 
residences and removed 
and trimmed trees.

A check-in station at Rec Ctr 1. 
People must wear masks and have 
signed Waiver to enter the gate.

Roofers repaired all roofs on community 
buildings, replacing tiles when necessary.

The City asphalted 
entrances to the Oso 
Trail from Casta del Sol 
Drive and Jeronimo.



The Casta Courier November 2020Page  16

CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
Pinochle
Continued from page 13

Lawn Bowling
What? It is November already. How 

did that happen? Perhaps by now we 

Bowling
Good News: by the time you read 

this, Saddleback Lanes should be open 
again. Anyone interested in joining the 
Casta del Sol Bowling League, please 
call Van Quinn at 586-2363 or Gilda 
Martin. Currently, the teams are being 
set up and more are welcome as full- 
time bowlers or subs. Come join us for 
fun and to meet new friends.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

Bocce Ball
Guess what? We have now opened 

bocce with restrictions. We are playing 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
afternoons from 2 to 3 p.m. Members 
who normally played in the afternoons 
were contacted and signed up for one of 
the slots. Masks are required along with 
distancing requirements. If you are not 
on the schedule or the sub list, please 
give me a call and I will be happy to 
add you to the list. At this time, we can 
only play four players on a court at a 
time. Hopefully, sometime in the near 
future more restrictions will be lifted, 
and we can add more players.

It was so good to see some of the old 
gang back to bocce and to have some 
laughs together. Please remember that 
we will have a Christmas Party, but 
who knows when it will be.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

Continued on page 17

Vegetable Garden
Pumpkin vines take up a lot of space. 

One would think that there is not 
enough room in the typical communi-
ty garden to grow them. But the club 
members produced some great pump-
kins this year. One pumpkin weighed 
in at nearly 40 pounds. The fruit of 
this popular squash, of the Cucurbita 
family, can put on 30 pounds a day and 
comes in many varieties. Pumpkins are 
grown both for food and decoration. 
Used as food, pumpkins are healthy, 
low in calories and fat, while high in 
potassium and vitamins. In terms of 
décor, the tradition of the jack-o-lantern 
began with turnip carving in Ireland to 
ward off the evil Stingy Jack of leg-
endary lore.

So, Halloween is over, but get ready 
for pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving and 
pumpkin bread after that. The pumpkin 
has its place year-round. 

With all these thoughts in mind, con-
sider growing pumpkins in your garden 
next year.

Happy gardening.
Lynne Crum, 581-2349

Woodworkers
The Woodworkers Club continues 

to meet weekly outdoors with seat-
ing appropriately spaced to avoid the 
coronavirus. We have received several 
requests from residents to do some sim-
ple repairs on broken or worn wooden 
keepsakes and small furniture pieces. 
We lack the space and possession of the 
necessary tools to perform any major 
project building or repairs.

Club members continue to search the 
internet for unusual and unique wood-
working tools, machines, and small to 
moderate sized wood projects that we 
can construct in our garage workshops. 
At our weekly meetings, members 
share printed information and photos 
of the projects and the website location 
as well as discuss any repair requests 
from Casta del Sol residents.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766 

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our singles group. Membership is free. 
In the past, the Casta Social Singles 
group met on the first Thursday of the 
month at 1 p.m.in the Heritage Room 
at Rec Ctr 2 for games and socializing, 
and on the third Thursday of the month 
at 1 p.m. at a local restaurant. Occa-
sionally, we met for potlucks or other 
events. Due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, these activities have been curtailed 
until further notice. We are doing small 
group get-togethers weekly. To find 
out more about these, please watch for 
emails from John Consoli. To join the 
group and get on our email list, or for 
more information, please contact Mary 
Carlson (marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Water Exercise
Hooray! We are back in the water. 

Water Exercise classes have started 
in the pool at Rec Ctr 2 at 8 a.m. 
Monday through Friday. We are only 
allowed eight people at a time, so we 
have prepared a roster schedule. All 
Water Exercise members will be able 
to participate at least two or three days 
each week. To join us, you will need to 
sign the CdS COVID-19 Waiver, enroll 
in the Water Exercise program in the 
office, and then get in touch with us.

The water feels great, the music is 
fun, and we can socially distance for 
safety. What more can we ask for? It 
feels so good to be back moving our 
bodies with ease in the water while 
safe on our joints. We are also getting 
those kinks out that have built up with 
the last six months. And hopefully we 
are nudging away those COVID pounds 
from all the goodies we have been 
making. We are back, so come join us.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Variety
Casta del Sol Variety Club members 

enjoy performance arts. Some mem-
bers love to perform including acting, 
singing, dancing, skits, comedy, and 
playing instruments. Other members 
support the on-stage talent by being in 
the stage crew, or helping with décor, 
refreshments, announcements, ticket 
sales, etc. We encourage newcomers 
to join us and have loads of fun.

Men’s Golf
By now, many are aware that the City 

of Mission Viejo bought the golf course 
just outside our Gate 1. Recently they 
approved a new name for the course. It 
is Oso Creek Golf Club. 

Our Men’s Golf Club and other golf 
clubs using the Oso Creek Golf Course 
recently met with the city about getting 
our weekly block of tee times. Until the 
Orange County COVID-19 status be-
comes Minimal, we will not be allowed 
to have our weekly block. During our 
October 2 meeting, the city announced 
a new Oso Creek Golf Club website, 
which will eventually contain a section 

•  Pinochle - if it was exercise, I’d 
have a six-pack.

•  Sorry, I can’t right now. I have 
plans to play Pinochle.

This virus could last several more 
months. Will you remember how to 
play?

Wayne Block, 916-5387

As soon as it is safe and appropriate, 
we will start producing live shows. 
Stay tuned for information in the Cou-
rier, flyers, and eblasts.

Some of our members have been 
entertaining themselves and others, as 
well as exercising their creative juices, 
by recording on Zoom and posting on 
Facebook and/or YouTube. There are 
four humorous and enjoyable episodes 
of Almost Live with Shirley and Dan on 
YouTube. You will recognize friends 
and neighbors. If you would like more 
information or care to join us, contact 
Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

have suffered through the heat waves. 
Now let us enjoy Southern California 
fall and winter.

We continue to appreciate safety 
protocols in our community, however 
if you are a club member who chooses 
to stay home, we have a treat for you. 
Bowls Australia has made available a 
series of exercise videos to keep you 
moving through COVID. Their link 
is bowls.com.au. Click on it and then 
scroll down to Roll Back the Clock 
at Home. You will find 15 activities 
narrated by charming Aussie bowlers 
with some amusing titles. So, we have 
no good reason to let our minds and 
bodies give up and get flabby. Are you 
going to wear out or rust out?

See you next month with more ex-
citing news.

Sondra Nelson, 290-4298
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Men’s Golf
Continued from page 16

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club thanks all 

those who have been playing during 
the last few months for observing the 
guidelines. We also thank the Board 
of Directors for approving additional 
guidelines. Besides recently allowing 
for doubles play, the hours were ex-
tended. On Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays the hours are 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m.; on Tuesdays and Thursdays the 
hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; on Saturdays 

Tennis
The Tennis Club bylaws require us 

to solicit candidates for all Executive 

Pickleball
The pickleball courts are now open 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m., Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays and Sundays from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. The only restrictions are that you 
must wear a mask and practice social 

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from The Murray Memo.

November Happenings

to promote the golf clubs using the 
course. To help in this promotion of 
our Men’s Golf Club, we have agreed 
with the city to change our official 
name with the SCGA and USGA to 
Oso Creek Senior Men’s Golf Club.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

and Sundays the hours are 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. This allows for working players 
to join in. For those just starting to 
play, look for the signup sheets on the 
bulletin board at the courts. Names can 
be entered up to four days in advance. 
Guidelines are posted at the courts and 
on the Casta del Sol website.

Sometime in the future, when it is 
deemed safe, there will be additional 
opportunities to play during open play 
times, in clinics, and in tournaments.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

distancing in the common areas, and 
that no guests are allowed. Once play 
begins you may remove your mask.

Reservations to play must be made 
through DwellingLIVE and can be 
made up to one week ahead of your 
playing time.

Since the courts are now open for 
use, please consider paying your yearly 
dues of $10 per person to Casta del Sol 
Pickleball. Checks may be dropped off 
at Rec Ctr 1. Dues paid now will be 
credited as 2021 dues.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

Board positions; current officers need 
to apply as well. The positions are Pres-
ident, Vice President, Social Officer, 
Treasurer, Tournament Secretary, and 
Marketing. Please send your nomina-
tions to mary.heyer@gmail.com.

Courts may now be reserved sev-
en days in advance through Dwell-
ingLIVE. The courts are open Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on all other days. The ball machine 
can be used by those who are trained 
in its use; please reserve it seven days 
in advance.

We will be getting together on Mon-
day mornings from 8 to 9:30 for ball 
machine practice. Open tennis (no need 
to sign up) will be on Wednesday and 
Saturday mornings from 8 to 10; please 
join us.

Fun … Friends … Forever
Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

The City of Mission Viejo will host 
a Drive-Through Flu Shot Clinic in 
the parking lot of the Norman P. Mur-
ray Community and Senior Center on 
Friday, November 6 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. While supplies last, the influ-
enza vaccine from the Orange County 
Health Care Agency will be available 
to people 18 years and older. Flu shots 
are free, but donations are welcome to 
benefit the city’s senior services. Mis-
sion Hospital is sponsoring the event 
along with Monarch Health Care and 
MemorialCare. For more information, 
call 470-3062. Participants will be 
required to wear a face mask.

Four Weeks to a Better Memory 
Virtual Series will be presented on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to noon, 
November 4, 11, 18 and 25. Looking 
for a way to stimulate your brain? 
Join our four-week, highly interactive 
virtual series. This course is designed 
for people with mild memory concerns 
and taught by certified trainers who will 
demonstrate strategies and techniques 
to enhance your memory. It was cre-
ated by two UCLA clinicians, Gary 
Small, MD and Linda Ercoli, PhD. 
Pre-registration is required. Sign up 

here: http://bit.ly/4WeeksNov or call 
(844) 435-7259.

T w o  g e n e r a l - i n t e r e s t  o n -
line classes are listed. Register at 
https://cityofmissionviejo.org/register. 
A link and password will be sent to 
your active email to access the virtual 
program. All classes are taught via 
Zoom. Registration for online classes 
ends at 5 p.m. the day before the class.

Fall Garden Refresh - The milder 
weather in fall is perfect for planting. 
Join Master Gardeners of Orange 
County to learn how to get a head start 
on next spring’s color and get instant 
rewards with easy fall color and edi-
bles. Thursday, November 5 from 10 
a.m. to noon. Course #56130. Free.

An Overview of Sleep & Good 
Sleep Hygiene - Getting enough sleep 
is not a luxury, it is something people 
need for good health. It is important 
to practice good sleep hygiene. What 
is good sleep hygiene? Join us for this 
presentation where we will discuss this 
and other topics on sleep. Tuesday, No-
vember 10 from 10 to 11 a.m. Course 
#44407. Free.

Go Paperless! If you would like 
to  receive  The Murray Memo 
by  em a i l  e a ch  mon t h ,  e ma i l 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line.
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City Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

On November 14, donations of new 
baby items to support Headquarters 
Battalion Marines stationed at Camp 
Pendleton will be accepted. All new 
donated items are used to fill baby 
baskets for new moms at Camp Pend-
leton. This is a very worthwhile city 

project. Bring your donations to the 
Murray Center parking lot from 9 to 
11a.m. Items needed include baby 
lotion, shampoo, baby oil, washcloths, 
diaper cream, socks, bibs, and always, 
small-sized diapers.

City Council meetings are still 
off-limits to a live audience due to 
COVID-19, but can be viewed on 
channel 30 on your TV. They are well 
worth watching.

Next month we will have the results 
of our City Council election and several 
other important races. Please, VOTE, 
VOTE, VOTE!

Defibrillators at Both Recreation Centers
Casta has automated external defibrillators, AEDs, located at both 

Rec Ctr 1 and Rec Ctr 2 near the pool areas. AEDs are devices that give 
an electric shock to a person’s heart in order to make it beat normally 
again, especially after a heart attack. AEDs are designed for use by un-
trained or briefly trained people. They contain technology for analysis 
of heart rhythm. As a result, it does not require a trained health provider 
to determine whether or not a rhythm is able to be shocked. Casta also 
has emergency phones at each pool area. The phones are red and for 
emergency use only. If you have any questions, please call the Rec Ctr 
1 office at 455-4681.
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Some Important Rules to Follow
•  No estate, garage, or open house sales are allowed in Casta.

•  Garage doors left open for an extended period of time are prohibited.

•  Guests are permitted to reside at a resident’s home on a temporary basis 
which is defined as a maximum of 60 days in any 12-month period.

PC Tips and Hints
Using Windows 10 Yet?

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Are you using Windows XP or Vis-
ta operating system without a VPN? 
What’s a VPN you ask? In that case, 
unplug your PC from the internet per-
manently for security. To coin a term 
from Ralph Nader, it’s Unsafe at Any 
Speed.

Microsoft has ceased supporting and 
updating Windows 7, so security issues 
will escalate without official fixes. 
Windows 8 and 8.1 are mostly secure, 
if not rather clunky to use. The good 
news is that users of 7/8/8.1 can still 

upgrade to Windows 10 for free, even 
though Microsoft doesn’t advertise it. 
With few exceptions, all the hardware 
used in computers that came with Win-
dows 7 or 8 will work with Windows 
10. Some older printers may not have 
updated drivers that work.

The first thing to do to upgrade is to 
back up all your important documents, 
pictures, contacts, etc. onto an external 
storage device, USB drive or DVD. Visit 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/soft 
ware-download/windows10, and under 
the Create Windows 10 installation 
media, click on download tool now, 
and follow the prompts to Upgrade 
This PC Now.

Microsoft says Windows 10 will get 
automatic updates and is the last oper-
ating system they will require users to 
upgrade into a new one.

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

Pumpkin Cranberry Bread
2 ¼ cups flour 

1 Tbsp. Pumpkin Pie Spice

2 tsp. baking powder

1 tsp. salt

2 eggs

1 (15 oz.) can Libby’s Pumpkin

2 cups sugar

½ cup canola oil

1 cup dried cranberries

Combine flour, pumpkin pie spice, 
baking powder and salt. In another 
bowl, combine eggs, sugar, pumpkin 
and oil, and beat until just blended. 
Add pumpkin mixture and stir. Fold in 
cranberries and spoon batter into two (9 
x 5) pans sprayed with cooking spray.

Bake in 350 degree oven 55 to 60 
minutes. Cool, slice and serve. Great 
for holiday gifts.

It’s a Small World
By Barbara Kroe

When I was ten, my parents decided 
to send my brother and me to a camp 
far from New York City. It got us out 
of the summer heat and away from our 
unhappy household. We met the other 
campers at Grand Central Station and 
boarded the train for the four-hour ride 
to Albany, where busses took us anoth-
er four hours to Minerva, New York. 
Here, we were ushered into the majestic 
Adirondack Mountains. It was a won-
derland of beauty with towering trees 
anchored by Balfour Lake. This was a 
departure from the reality of my city 
life into my fantasy world. My bunk 
mates and I lived in harmony and each 
camper had a bed and all the basics for 
our eight-week stay. We shared one 
cold water sink. A shower was reached 
in a special house. Our counselor was a 
19-year Bronx girl named Ann Italiano. 
She became the actress, Anne Bancroft. 
The Baders were the owners of the 

camp and their niece, Kiki Bader, was 
one of the counselors. This lovely girl 
became the renowned Supreme Court 
justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

Another notable girl, Elaine Levine, 
became the actress, Laine Kazan. That 
summer, I discovered my prowess in 
sports, and two summers later, I was 
recognized as an All-Around Athlete, 
an award I treasured. I returned each 
summer and became a CIT, a counsel-
or; and for one last fling, I quit a job so I 
could return for the last of my camping 
days. I have such happy memories and 
think of those as my best summers ever. 
All these years later, it is still so vivid 
a picture of youthful happiness. I came 
out of the woods a more accomplished 
person than when I entered. Meeting all 
these people who later became famous 
proves, it really is a small world.

 Do you have a Small World mem-
ory? If so, contact Debra Friedman at 
debrafriedman0@gmail.com.

My Pandemic Project
By Carole Weidler 

A Good Read
Book Review by Liz Rickett

Being isolated is especially difficult 
for the female species!  Most of us are 
social beings requiring companion-
ship. It has been necessary to become 
creative. Since I am a quilter, I sewed 
over 200 masks for family, friends, 
and neighbors. The feedback was so 
generous and encouraging to my sag-
ging spirit. 

The novel, The Nickel Boys by Col-
son Whitehead, has been on bestseller 
lists. It has also been suggested that it 
will receive one or more literary prizes. 
Naturally, I wanted to read it.

The Nickel in the title refers to a 
boys’ reformatory located in Florida 
during the Jim Crow era. The book 
follows two of the inmates, Elwood 
Curtis and Turner who are sent to 
Nickel for “physical, intellectual and 

I called several friends to meet up 
with me at Flo-Jo park, bringing lunch 
and a chair.  Now we have such a large 
gathering, it is difficult to talk to all and 
maintain social distance!

We also gather neighbors to come 
for wine late in the afternoon on our 
green belt, just enjoying the company 
of each other. We always maintain the 
prescribed social distancing.

Get creative!

moral training.” The reality is nothing 
close to that.

I found this book hard to read, mostly 
because I find it difficult to read books 
in which children are mistreated. 
However, it does deal with a chapter 
of American life that should not be 
forgotten.

Whether I consider this a good read 
or not, we should thank the Library 
Committee who ordered it and who 
give us the opportunity to read so 
many best sellers without leaving our 
community.Restaurant Review– Steakhouses

By Debra Friedman

During the pandemic, it has become 
our tradition to order take-out food on 
Sunday nights. The guiding principle is 
to order dishes that I wouldn’t prepare 
at home. Given my limited culinary 
skills, the field is wide open. One of my 
dad’s favorite dishes is baby back ribs, 
so we have sampled these from four 

restaurants – Sizzler, Wood Ranch, 
Lucille’s, and Outback Steakhouse. 
Lucille’s and Outback are the two fa-
vorites for the meatiness of the ribs, the 
flavor of the sauce, and the right ratio 
of sauce to ribs. Dad waxes nostalgic 
about Tony Roma’s having the best 
ribs in history.

My husband happily orders steak 
and I generally order chicken or pork 
chops. An additional asset of Outback 
is the warm, scrumptious dark bread 
accompanying every order. Howev-
er, Lucille’s warm biscuit with apple 
butter is a close second. As an added 

bonus to these evenings, our dog, Baby, 
chomps on and savors the rib bones. 
I’m not sure if it is dad or Baby who 
relishes rib night more.

Please send your restaurant reviews 
to Fran Morgan at fmorgan17@cox.
net.
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My Pandemic Project Birds, Birds, Birds!
By Jo Steciuk

After almost losing two fingers to 
the electric hedge trimmer last spring, 
I decided I was finally old enough to 
start paying other people to risk life 
and limb to such endeavors. So I hired 
one of our gardeners for an after-hours 
trim of the oleanders which insist on 
growing past my neighbor’s roofline 
inviting roof rats to his environs. As 
soon as I admitted the indomitable 
gardener to my side-yard, he pointed 
out that I had a hummingbird’s nest 
in the foliage. In it were two tiny eggs 
and in yet another larger nest, a few 
fledglings. He suggested that he wait 
until the birds had gone before he 
trimmed the tree. I was impressed at his 
caring and thrilled to be able to watch 
the spectacle unfold. But what a dull, 
ugly place to be born, I thought – trash 

cans, the A/C unit, a pile of old bricks 
and paving stones, a cement bird bath 
in two pieces that came with the house 
17 years ago and … wait, could all this 
be turned into an appropriate sanctuary 
for bird-rearing?  I started tearing up 
the old pavers which were a trip hazard 
anyway, found an amazing California 
Alligator Lizard underneath one, called 
my handyman, designed a new layout 
with the existing stone and 106 new 
pavers I bought and voilà, a project. 
I thought I’d let my jack-of-all-trades 
handle the leveling and laying of the 
pavers I’d arranged in neat piles of 
old, new and broken pieces. But when 
he was through and paid, I tore most 
of it up and did it again because the 
lines weren’t straight. Working until 
10:45 one night, I was finally satis-

fied. I ached all over the next day but 
nevertheless swept sand into the joints, 
hung a hummingbird feeder and an 
old birdhouse from the garage in the 
originally-offending oleanders, then 
put the bird-bath back together and 
filled it. Yes, the sanctuary still has the 
trash cans and A/C unit, but it’s all re-
arranged into my design and contained 
between two lovely new white gates. 

For Love of the Game:
Lawn Bowling and Bocce Ball
By Debra Friedman

The hummingbirds have long since 
fledged and the gardeners cut back 
the oleanders. My neighbor is happy 
and me’n’the Alligator Lizard are just 
waiting for next spring!

Casta del Sol is equipped with a 
plethora of activities and so many of 
our residents are involved in these clubs 
and activities. Club/activity leaders 
provided insights into the reason they 
joined, the benefits of the club/activity 
and their handling of the closures. 
Two popular outdoor games are lawn 
bowling and bocce ball. Lawn bowling 
is highly organized, whereas bocce ball 
is just a fun activity with flexible rules.

When you think of lawn bowling, 
Butch Nelson comes to mind. In 1996, 
he and his wife, Sondra, moved to Cas-
ta del Sol. When he retired, he plunged 
into several sports. Over 15 years later, 
Butch is still enjoying lawn bowling.

Butch’s introduction was at the CdS 
Lawn Bowling Club Open House. 
Butch enjoyed the evening and found 
the game to be both interesting and 
challenging. His skills have improved 
significantly over the years.

Butch loves the friendly people as 
well as the competition, especially 
playing against other clubs. He is loyal, 
having been vice president twice and 
tending to the equipment and set-up. 
When the lawn bowling green opened 
in June for limited play, Butch jumped 
at the chance. He plays or supervises 
three mornings a week. He looks for-
ward in the future to recruiting and 
teaching new lawn bowlers.

Carol Zinsmeister is president of the 
Bocce Ball Club and is an outstanding 
leader. Because it is such a social game, 
her humor and warm nature entice play-
ers to join. Carol began playing about 
10 years ago and plans to continue for 
many years. She was introduced to 
bocce ball through a friend who plays 
shuffleboard. In 2009, Carol stepped up 
to become president because she said, 
“No one else would do it.”

Although Carol believes that no spe-
cific skills are needed for this game, 
those who are talented in bowling and 
sports requiring good aim, have an 
advantage. It is evident to all players 
that following the official rules of boc-
ce ball is not the CdS way. Bocce ball 
has been closed during the COVID-19 
pandemic because of the difficulty of 
observing protocol. But Carol and other 
bocce ball players are looking forward 
to the opening.

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino

How well do you know our community?

See if you can choose the correct answer below:

What is the total acreage of Casta del Sol?

[a] 901; [b] 740; [c] 598; [d] 484; [e] 402

(The answer appears on page 21.)
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I Remember When
Article and photo By Sara Henninger 

I was nine years old in 1959, when 
my mother brought home a new doll 
for me. I was kind of past playing with 
dolls, so I really was not excited. It was 
the first year Barbie Doll. We had no 
idea at the time that the Barbie Doll 
popularity would explode. I played 
with it a little bit but stuck it in my 
memory box. I lived in a trailer and 
could never keep much, but the doll 

was small and didn’t take up much 
space. I am writing my autobiography 
and I spoke of getting my Barbie Doll. 

Recently, I did some research on 
Google to see what the doll would be 
worth. She is not in perfect shape and 
does not have the original box, but she 
does have the original bathing suit and 
her hair is still in the ponytail with the 
curly bangs. Google said that even if 
the doll is used and not in its original 
box, it would be worth between $8,000 
and $28,000. Be still my heart. I have 

Original Barbie (1959)

Casta Trivia
Answer to the Trivia question on 
page 20.
What is the total acreage of Casta 
del Sol?

Correct answer is [d] 484

sons and no granddaughters, so I will 
hold onto this doll as an insurance 
policy, so to speak.

Do you have an I Remember When 
memory? If so, contact Debra Fried-
man at debrafriedman0@gmail.com.
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Carole and Chuck Weidler and
Their Atrium Conversion 
Article and photo by Sara Henninger

Carole and Chuck 
moved into Casta del 
Sol in 2003. Their Cy-
press Point model had 
an atrium. The Weidlers 
decided to modify the 
existing atrium, as Car-
ole needed a space ded-
icated to her quilting 
projects. The room was 
too dark for sewing, and 
they decided to put in 
a skylight to brighten 
it up. They also added 
walls to hide the cut-
ting table, books, and 
projects. The project 
took about three weeks, 
and it turned out just 
the way they wanted. 
Carole has notebooks 
full of pictures of the 
450 quilts she has made 
for family and friends. 
She continually donates 
her beautiful quilts to women at the 
Veterans Hospital and women at Camp 
Pendleton. Carole finds that women 

are not as readily recognized for their 
military contributions as men, so she 
makes a point to honor them.

Chuck and Carole Weidler in Atrium
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Oso Creek Golf Course: A Wonderful Neighbor
By Bob Destino, photos by Paul Harmon

At the September Casta del Sol Board 
meeting, Keith Rattay, Mission Viejo 
Assistant City Manager and Director 
of Public Services, gave an interesting 
summary of what has been going on at 
the Casta del Sol Golf Course since its 
purchase by the City last year. Although 
the COVID-19 pandemic shut the course 
down from March until May, a great 
many improvements were made during 
that time. These included renovations to 
the clubhouse, restrooms, terrace, and 

parking lot. In addition, a much-need-
ed cleanup of the slopes bordering our 
community was completed. New golf 
carts were purchased, and the course 
has been given a new name: Oso Creek 
Golf Course.

The City is developing a strategic 
master plan for the golf course and open 
space property to include making it a 
community resource for other events 
in addition to golf. For example, the 
terrace has become a gathering place for 

social events, and the restaurant, which 
is currently closed, is planned to become 
a significant local dining option under 
the leadership of its new Executive 
Chef. Plans are being developed for City 
sponsored events using these amenities. 
A key objective in the planning is the 
preservation of open space. Community 
input will be solicited prior to the master 
plan being developed.

One of the City’s goals is to have the 
golf course be economically sustainable; 
this is already happening. Keith told us 
that all the improvements being made 
are being paid for out of revenue from 

golf greens fees. In fact, due to the large 
number of players, all private leagues 
and tournaments had to be temporarily 
suspended.

Responding to questions, Keith told 
us there are no current plans for a hotel 
or a homeless shelter or to tear down 
the clubhouse. Plans for the Oso Creek 
Trail have not changed since they were 
formulated last year, and some golf 
holes will be modified for safety or 
other reasons.

The Casta del Sol community is fortu-
nate to have such an excellent neighbor!

The Terrace: A new gathering place.

A view of the course from the terrace.
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HEARTS
Healing

The Sad Fate of a Roll-Top Desk
Article and illustration by Jeff McCoy

Moving can  be 
stressful, especially 
if one factors in time. 
Like the experience 
of many Casta del 
Sol homeowners, our 
move to this commu-
nity necessitated re-
ducing our furniture 
and possessions to 
fit our new home and 
doing so in a timely 
fashion. After binge 
watching several ep-
isodes of Tidying Up 
with Marie Kondo, 
we began the arduous 
task of separating our 
belongings into those 
items that sparked joy 
and would move with 
us, and the stuff we 
needed to sell, give 
away or discard.

Saying adieu to clothes, books, tools, 
house wares and older electronics was 
the easy part of downsizing. Organiza-
tions like Goodwill, Vietnam Vets and 
Friends of OC Public Libraries were 

happy to take our still usable donations. 
The furniture that would not be moving 
with us was another story. We took 
photos of a dining table, daybed, chairs, 
rocker and solid oak roll-top desk and 
posted them for sale on Nextdoor. The 

oak office chair went quickly; a self-de-
scribed hippie snapped up the rocking 
chair; and a family of four thought the 
oak round-dining table and chairs were 
perfect for their kitchen nook. A glass 
of orange juice revived the diabetic 
man who overexerted himself carrying 
(with my help) the daybed to his SUV. 

But no one inquired about the roll-top 
desk. We lowered the price; still no 
bites. In a flash of brilliance, we tried 
a furniture consignment store where 
we were politely told, “No one buys 
oak furniture anymore.” The once-be-
loved roll top desk was becoming our 
albatross. Could an inanimate object 
spark dislike?

A friend suggested we try the Orange 
County Habitat for Humanity ReStore. 
They gladly accepted most of our living 
room furniture. The dead bug on the 
underside of our sofa nixed that dona-
tion. The roll-top desk was viewed as 
too heavy.

Now in our desperation, with two 
days left before we needed to vacate 
our house, we called Got Junk. Yes, 
they would pick up the couch and the 
roll-top desk for a price. The next day, 
our beautiful roll-top desk was placed 
on a truck, its eventual destination 
unknown.

Epilog: On February 13, nearly three 
months after we moved into Casta del 
Sol, my wife received a text from a man 
who wondered if the roll-top desk was 
still for sale! Arrrr!
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


