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The newly 
planted 

trees on Sara-
sate consist of 
the following 
species: Tus-
carora, Crape 
Myrtle; Schi-
nus Molle, Cal-
ifornia Pepper; 
and Pistacia 
Chinensis, 
Chinese Pis-
tache. Sarasate 
was on Casta 
del Sol’s Street 
Tree Projects 
list plan for 
several years. 
These projects 
are ongoing as our Greenbelt Com-
mittee budget permits. The committee 
requested that ten streets be chosen 
at a time to plan. A list of streets 
was planned and approved several 

years ago. Each project is 
reviewed by the Greenbelt 
Committee: Bill Thornton, 
Landscape Services Coor-

dinator, and Richard Ruiz, PWLC-1, 
along with the committee chair Ron 
Ryan.

When the development of Casta del 
Sol was in progress 48 years ago, the 

addition of fast-growing trees was 
part of the plan to quickly provide a 
park-like setting. Now, many of those 
trees are diseased, dead, or dying. And 
many are overgrown for the area and 
are threatening homes and property. 
The cost to repair sewer lines damaged 
by tree roots is upwards of $7,000 per 

New Board Member Becky Stetzel

Board President Randy Gish was 
happy to announce the appoint-

ment of Becky Stetzel to fill the 

The latest installation of a row of 
Crape Myrtle trees completes the 
Sarasate Street Tree Project.

Each Street Tree Plan calls for choosing ground cover, low 
maintenance shrubs, and small and medium trees that work together 
to unify an area.

Voting is the expression of our com-
mitment to ourselves, one another, 
this country and this world. – Sharon 
Salzberg, Author

In February of this year the Orange 
County Registrar of Voters (OC-

ROV) instituted new voting procedures 
that included mail-in ballots sent to all 
registered voters, Vote Centers, ballot 
drop boxes, and extended hours for 
in-person voting. All OC registered 
voters will still receive a mail-in ballot. 
(If you haven’t registered to vote you 
must do so by October 19.) Once you 

By Jeff McCoy

President of the 
CdS Vegeta-

ble Garden, Lynne 
Crum, continues 
the tradition of do-
nating extra vege-
tables to St. Kil-
lian church, which 
is part of the Sec-
ond Harvest Food 
Bank. M.J. Fortin 
started the collec-
tion a few years 
ago, and Lynne 
Crum along with Lynne Crum and Nancy Ruff gather food donations.

St. Killian’s Catholic Church Food Pantry Director 
Debbie accepts the weekly Vegetable Garden 
donations from Lynne Crum.

have marked your ballot and signed 
the return envelope, you can mail it in, 
place the signed envelope containing 
your ballot in the one of OCROV’s 
secure metal drop boxes (the closest 
one is near Gate 3 at Pavion Park), 
hand it in at any Vote Center or even 
deliver it directly to OCROV offices 
in Santa Ana.

What will change for the Presidential 

General Election as a result of the pan-
demic? If you wish to vote in-person 
at a Vote Center, you will be asked 
to wear a mask and social distancing 
will be required. Vote Centers will be 
open for five consecutive days begin-
ning Friday, October 30 thru Tuesday, 
November 3. You can avoid long lines 
that traditionally occur on election day 
by voting early.

Dorothy Aarset took 
it over and have suc-
cessfully gotten people 
excited about donating.

There are a couple 
of signs posted to re-
mind gardeners that 
each Thursday they can 
donate to this worthy 
cause from their indi-
vidual gardens. Dona-
tions include luscious 
tomatoes of all kinds, 
cucumbers, Brussel 
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel castabex@gmail.com

Eblast Updates
If you are unable to receive 
Association eblast updates, 
please check the bulletin 
boards outside Rec Ctr 1.
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

The Greenbelt 
Committee has decided to make some 
landscape changes to Rec Ctr 2 in Oc-
tober. Trees, including the flowering 
pear between the parking lot and the 
lawn bowling green, have extensive 
fire blight. Little gem magnolia trees 
were planted behind the pear trees a 
few years ago to replace them.

The African sumac trees in the 
parking lot medians have lifted the 
asphalt and will continue to grow 
and cause more damage in the future. 
The golden rain trees at the entry to 
the paddle tennis courts have lifted 
the concrete and pose a threat to the 
courts’ surfaces. The paddle tennis club 
agreed and voted to approve these tree 
removals. At this time these trees will 

 

Eblasts
Do you sometimes feel left out? 

Confused? Not know what to do? 
Well, we have a solution for that. 
Sign up for eblasts from Casta del 
Sol. These eblasts cover anything 
and everything that happens, or 
is going to happen, in Casta. You 
will be in the know and able to 
help friends and neighbors when 
they feel left out. You can sign up 
for eblasts by contacting Valerie 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com. 
The eblasts are also on the Casta 
del Sol website, so there is no need 
for you to ever feel left out again.

President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

At the September 
Board workshop, 
Becky Stetzel was 
appointed to the 
Board of Directors. 
Becky’s term will end June 2021. 
Welcome aboard, Becky. I also wish to 
thank this community for their support 
and patience during our 2020 asphalt 
construction project.

Much has been said across this com-
munity about the actions taken by the 
Casta del Sol Board during this not-so-
normal time period. One, among many 
emails that I have received, asked me 
who was writing those informational 
eblasts. My short answer was that some 
were written by Valerie Hanich, and 
others by Josh Hodosh. The majority 
of those eblasts were first given to the 
Board to review, or to revise when 
necessary, prior to the eblast. Our 
emergency rules under COVID-19 are 
an example where the Board did a prior 
approval before the eblast was sent to 
the community. This is not to say that 
the Board acted alone in this process. 
Our Association legal counsel was 
asked to review the general content of 
those emergency rules.

The HOA retains the services of two 
law firms, Fiore Racobs & Powers, 
and Hickey & Associates. These two 
firms are hired by the Board and are 
not affiliated with our Powerstone 
Management Company. HOA Boards 
need legal counsel with whom they 
can ask questions, receive explana-
tions, and review legal opinions. HOA 
Boards must not rely on someone not 
licensed to practice law or secondhand 
information from an attorney who does 
not represent the Association. All HOA 
Board members must always keep in 
mind the Business Judgment Rule as 
they review and implement documents 
for the entire association. Next month 
I will discuss the Business Judgment 
Rule for HOA Boards.

To all of our residents, stay safe.

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General Manager

Budget Approval 
Upcoming

At the October 1 
Workshop Board meeting, the Budget 
and Finance Committee plans to recom-
mend the 2021 budget to the Board of 
Directors. The Board recently approved 
the 2021 reserve portion of the budget 
and will be receiving the recommended 
operating and capital portion of the 
budget for consideration.

In November, all residents will 
receive a copy of the approved 2021 
budget mailing and Treasurer’s letter, 
describing the details of the budget. The 
budget being presented has numerous 
increases compared to the 2020 budget, 
such as the PWLC contract proposed 
increase, reserve contribution increase, 
salaries, etc.

Association Pet Rules
Pet owners must ensure that pets 

do not disturb the peace and comfort 
of your neighbors. Recently staff has 
received complaints of people walk-
ing their pets in other people’s yards. 
Although this is not a violation, please 
be mindful of your neighbor’s property 
and their personal space. Pet owners 
are responsible for removing all pet 
droppings and keeping their dogs on 
a leash. Pets are prohibited at the rec-
reation centers, and should always be 
watched to protect them from possible 
coyote attacks. Voluntary cooperation 
of pet owners is required to enforce 
these regulations. Please report stray 
animals to the Mission Viejo Animal 
Services by calling 470-3045.

be removed, but not replaced. The new 
trees and plants will be similar to what 
the Greenbelt Committee designed for 
Rec Ctr 1 a few years ago.

We know that the parking lot asphalt 
will be scheduled for repairs in the near 
future, and it’s smart to get this work 
completed before that is done.

New Board Member
Becky Stetzel
Continued from page 1

position left by Ron Fogelsong. The 
announcement was made at the Board 
Workshop on September 3 to be ef-
fective immediately. Becky’s term of 
office will last through June, 2021, 
which was the remaining time of Ron 
Fogelsong’s term. Becky returns to 
the Board, having served from 2017 
to 2019.  Randy said they interviewed 
several good candidates and selected 
Becky based on her past service on the 
Board.  Becky has a BA in Psychology 
from CSU Fullerton and a Masters in 
Marriage and Family Therapy from 
Loma Linda University.
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Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels is available five days a week, Monday-Friday, or three 

days a week Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Delivery is made between 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. each day. Call 470-3063 to register.

**This is an abridged version of the August 2020 Treasurer’s Report. For 
the complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin 
boards, or the eblast that comes out shortly after the Board meeting.

August 31, Treasurer’s Report
September 17, 2020

Total HOA assets as of August 31, 2020 are $5,573,636.06, which includes 
the following:

Operating Cash as of August 31, 2020 is $1,243,817.99. This balance includes 
$489,030.64 of cash, $452,053.35 of funds invested in a money market account 
and $300,000 invested in three CDs (interest rates 1.55-1.60%). The reduction 
in cash from the prior month is the result of payments made on outstanding 
Reserve Projects.

Reserve Fund balance as of August 31 is $4,124,798.36. This balance in-
cludes $1,779,680.56 invested in a money market account.  $2,400,000 in-
vested in twelve CDs (interest rates .10-2.60%) and a due to operating cash of 
$71,851.36. During the month of August, the following transactions related 
to CDs happened:

• 1 CD was redeemed for $200,000 from Wells Fargo Bank 2.55%

•  1 CD was purchased for $200,000 from Beal Bank-Interest rate .20% (12 
mth)

•  1 CD was purchased for $200,000 from Midfirst Bank-Interest rate .10% (12 
mth)

•  1 CD was purchased for $200,000 from Texas Capital Bank-Interest rate 
.20% (18 mth)

Capital Fund balance as of August 31 is $75,289.92. The fund increases 
$1,927 per month by budgeting $1 per month per residence plus interest. As 
of August 31, there have been no expenditures. The approved Capital Fund 
for 2020 is $274,404.24, of which $199,114.32 is unfunded.

Accounts Receivable for the month of August 31, 2020 is $60,670.73. This is an 
increase of 39.97% from July 2020. In an effort to prepare for the possibility of 
future uncollectible debts, we are adjusting the bad debt reserve monthly, rather 
than quarterly, as it was done in the past and it currently stands at $39,981.55. 
This change was made to compensate for the hard times that have impacted 
the country as a result of COVID-19.

Income:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $6,171,126.91 $6,128,703.60 $42,423.31

The budget overage is mainly the result of un-budgeted interest income.

General & Administration:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $696,619.23 $769,415.60 ($72,796.37)

The majority of the accounts that make up this category are under budget with 
the exception of the following:  

• Bad Debt Expense is $19,027.28, which is over budget by $9,027.28.

•  Record Storage expense is $2,801.25, which is an un-budgeted expense to 
complete a 2019 project.

• COVID-19 Expense is $5,003.26, which is an un-budgeted expense

Land Maintenance Greenbelt:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $1,818,520.42 $1,873,122.48 ($54,602.06)

While the category overall is under budget there are a couple of exceptions:

•  Mature Tree Prune expense is $156,528.00, which is over budget by 
$36,528.00. Current expenditure is 87% of annual budget with four months 
to go.

• Seasonal Planting expense is $85,987.81, which is over budget by $5,987.81.

Continued on page 8

Board Meeting Highlights
September 17, 2020

•  Approved Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports as presented. (See 
Treasurer’s Report on this page.) 

•  Approved the appointment of Becky Stetzel to the vacant BoD position 
effective September 3.

•  Approved updating Clubhouse/Common Area Preliminary Guidelines due to 
COVID-19, Version 5. Changes are: Rec Ctr 1 men’s and women’s locker 
rooms, Bocce Ball court, Ping Pong at Rec Ctr 1, Library personnel for re-
stocking, and select Rec Ctr 2 pool time for Water Exercise Club M-F. Rec 
Ctr 1 pool area open MWF, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., T&TH, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and S&S 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Racquet court play is MWF, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., T&TH, 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. and S&S 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

•  Approved the 2021 Reserve Study dated August 25, 2020 that sets the total 
2021 reserve assessment to $248,000 per month based on a starting fund 
balance of $3,499,933. This would increase by $22 the reserve fund portion 
of the owner monthly assessment.

•  Approved the Pac West Landscaping proposal for Acacia renovation proj-
ect between Silvestre/Turina to the Landscape Maintenance Yard for up to 
$65,922.

•  Approved Pac West Land Care proposal for renovation of turf/front lawn 
(about 6,629 sf) on 26 units on Granados and Calle Valdes including WB 
Starr’s proposal for tree removal for $2,485, for a total up to $35,509.

•  Resolved: The Association’s General Manager, and/or other Association 
staff representative(s), as selected by the BoD, authorized to transfer funds 
in excess of $10,000 for payment of anticipated recurring expenses until 
October 15 Board Meeting.

•  Approved the proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing for repairing the 
sewer line at 23475 El Greco for $7,075.

•  Approved Accurate Termite and Pest Control proposal for annual termite 
inspection and treatment of all 16 Association buildings for $3,360.

•  Approved the (COVID-19) Emergency Rules for 120 days effective Sep-
tember 17.

•  Approved the invoice from Santa Margarita Plumbing for $7,835.58 to 
replace the men’s room water heater.

•  Accepts the terms and conditions of the one-year agreement with the Law 
Offices of Hickey & Associates for $750 plus hourly rate of $245.

•  Heard Assistant City Manager Keith Rattay report on the repairs and up-
grades to the golf course. Repairs are being paid for by tee fees, hiring a new 
Executive Chef and planning to reopen the restaurant by year’s end. They 
will not reinstate league plays due to booked solid socially spaced tee times. 
Check Oso Creek Golf Course website.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported 61 delinquencies totaling $52,331.27, 
and three liens recommended totaling $4,052.85.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported 451 Landscape 
Maintenance Requests in August, and 2661 for 2020 through September 1.

•  Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich reported 18 new residents in August - 
14 are owners. 897 COVID-19 waivers have been signed so far. A possible 
double-book glitch in reservations being worked on, so check back a second 
time.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on October 
15 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be held on 
October 1 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Kip Isbell, 
Courier Associate Chair
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Street Tree Project on Sarasate
Continued from page 1

home. Casta’s contractor, Great Scott 
Tree Company, is evaluating Casta’s 
3,620 trees in their contract to iden-
tify those that need to be removed to 
prevent damage to property, sewer 
lines, or are threatening to take 
out sidewalks and streets. Casta’s 
CC&Rs (Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions) require that a new tree 
be planted for each one removed. 
That does not mean, however, that 
a new tree is planted in the same 
place. Greenbelt Chair Ron Ryan 
says that the original trees may have 
been planted in inappropriate places 
in prior years. The new approach is 
to provide a holistic plan for each 
street with more appropriate trees, 
plants, and shrubs to unify an area. 
Each plan calls for choosing ground 
cover, low maintenance shrubs, and 
small and medium trees that work 
together to harmonize and beautify 
our community. The plan is to provide 
small and medium-sized trees that will 
grow no taller than 15 to 35 feet.

The Street Tree Projects will contin-
ue in all areas of CdS. Always budget 
conscious, the Greenbelt Committee 
tries to save money whenever they 

can. They choose drought-tolerant 
trees, which save money on water. 
And they choose plants that require 
low maintenance. The goal is to have 
landscape plans which are appropriate 
to each street and provide a beautiful, 
unified, planned look that will last for 
many years.

Crape Myrtle trees provide a profusion of 
color in the summer.
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Casta del Sol Vegetable Garden Supports St. Killian’s 
Food Bank
Continued from page 1

sprouts, various 
squash, grapes, 
melons and orang-
es. We usually get 
between four and 
six boxes of pro-
duce each week.

Everyone who 
d o n a t e s  f e e l s 
good about the 
fact that they are 
helping people in 
need. As garden-
er Beth McVey 
said, “Shelley Kirsch and I purposely 
overplant tomatoes, butternut squash, 

Lynne Crum carts garden donations to her car.

Brussel sprouts and grapes so we can 
donate on a weekly basis.”

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino
How well do you know our community?

See if you can choose the correct answer below:

Approximately how many gallons of water are in our two pools?

[a] 22,000; [b] 32,000; [c] 42,000; [d] 52,000; [e] 62,000

(The answer appears on page 18 in this issue of the Courier.)
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August 31, Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

Recreation & Lifestyle:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $233,317.02 $263,863.68 ($30,546.66)

The majority of the accounts in this category are under budget with the ex-
ception of the following:

•  Equipment & Supplies expense is $6,899.02, which is over budget by 
$3,165.74.

•  Building Repair & Maintenance expense is $21,667.92, which is over 
budget by $10,001.28. This is the result of catch up maintenance that was 
done during the shutdown.

Repairs & Maintenance:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $170,182.31 $188,119.84 ($17,937.53)

This category overall is under budget year-to-date with the following excep-
tions:

•  Rodent Contract expense is $26,572.00, which is over budget by $5,905.36 
as the result of start-up costs for a new vendor, Allure.

•  Wildlife Control-Rabbits expense is $15,600.00, which is $1,200.00 over 
budget.

•  Salaries/Related-Maintenance expense is $94,395.35, which is over budget 
by $4,342.07 due to additional workload because of COVID-19.

Traffic Control:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $485,240.73 $495,285.84 ($10,045.11)

A general reduction in gate computer supplies and gate repairs has caused 
this category to remain under budget.

Utilities:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $835,730.19 $824,348.28 $11,381.91

The category is over budget for the following reasons:

•  Water expense is $554,875.96, which is over budget by $35,860.96.  This 
is the result of the recent hot weather.

• Gate Telephone expense is $15,111.38, which is over budget by $3,111.38.

•  Trash & Recycling Service expense is $154,764.36, which is over budget 
by $1,431.08.

Treasurer’s Comments:
The end of August finds us with a surplus of $235,810.97. I continue to 

expect this surplus to be worked down in the coming months as a result of 
the hot weather and higher irrigation water usage. As of August 2020, we are 
still forecasting a surplus at the end of the year, the amount of which will be 
determined as we move through the balance of the year.

Upon motion duly made and seconded September 17, 2020 the Board ap-
proves the August 31, 2020 financial statement, this Treasurer’s report and 
ratifies the review by the individual Board Members as well as all transfers 
of funds made in this period and reflected in the financial statements.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

 

Missing Couriers
Several residents reported that they did not get the September issue of the 

Courier. Farmer Publications reported that the work on the streets around 
Gate 2 made several cul-de-sacs inaccessible. Farmer Publications apologiz-
es for any inconvenience. Note that there are always extra Courier papers 
available at the office at Rec Ctr 1.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

OctOber 2020

Bernstein, Stewart & Joanna ............28083 Calle Valdes .................Unlisted
 Thousand Oaks, CA
Bronson, Patricia ..............................28417 Alava ..........................751-9397
 Menefee, CA
Hafer, Carol & Harold .....................23816 Villena........................582-0572
 Mission Viejo, CA
Krieg, Richard & Judith ...................23452 Villena........................295-7001
 San Juan Capistrano, CA
Moylan, Rose Marie .........................27663 Via Granados ...............Unlisted
 Oak Hills, CA
Nethercutt, John ...............................28021 Calle Valdes ..... (858) 688-3136
 San Diego, CA
Roberson, Steve ...............................24086 Calendula ........ (951)  847-7785
Tustin, CA
Sasao, Janine ....................................27663 Via Granados ...............Unlisted
 San Jose, CA
Wagner, John & Debra ....................27848 Espinoza ........... (760) 497-4872
 Brawley, CA
Wakeman, Brad & Michaela ............28082 Via Enriquez .... (714) 321-3283
 Tustin, CA

Directory change

O’Meara, Karen & Michael .............27921 Via Larrea ..................290-5700

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

Homeowners’ Re-
sponsibility

Should you experience a main sewer 
line back up out of a drain, sink, toilet, 
tub or shower, the homeowner must 
contact the HOA’s plumbing vendor, 
Santa Margarita Plumbing at 858-
3818. They will determine the cause 
of the backup. Please note: the HOA 
will only cover the cost of repair if the 
backup was caused by an HOA owned 
entity.

Important
If another plumbing company pro-

vides service, the HOA will only re-
imburse up to the amount listed below 
after the HOA’s authorized plumber 
confirms the required repair was caused 
by an HOA owned entity.

•  Monday through Friday normal 
business hours, $150

•  After hour calls, including week-
ends, $400

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,

215-1955
Lando Fajardo,

Maintenance Coordinator,
lfajardo@powerstonepm.com,

215-3146

Defibrillators at Both Recreation Centers
Casta has automated external defibrillators, AEDs, located at both Rec Ctr 

1 and Rec Ctr 2 near the pool areas. AEDs are devices that give an electric 
shock to a person’s heart in order to make it beat normally again, especially 
after a heart attack. AEDs are designed for use by untrained or briefly trained 
people. They contain technology for analysis of heart rhythm. As a result, 
it does not require a trained health provider to determine whether or not a 
rhythm is able to be shocked. Casta also has emergency phones at each pool 
area. The phones are red and for emergency use only. Any questions, please 
call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 455-4681.
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Architectural
In September, we reviewed how to 

complete an Architectural Application 
for Exterior Modification. This month 
we are continuing to discuss what 
happens after you file your application 
for Architectural review at Rec Ctr 1.

Your application is reviewed within 
30 days and a determination of ap-
proval or denial is made. If we deny 
an application, you will receive a 
letter stating our reason for denial 
(the number of denied applications is 
exceedingly small).

When your beautiful project is ap-
proved, you will receive a call from 
Rec Ctr 1 stating that your application 
has been approved and a signed copy is 
ready for pick up. We do not approve 
anything on a verbal basis, so this 
signed approved application is import-
ant for you to have for your records. 
At this point and this point only, you 
may call your contractor or get out your 
toolbox and begin work.

The day you begin work you must 
post your copy of the approved appli-
cation in a place where it is visible from 
the street, for example on a window or 
door, and it must stay in place until the 
project is completed. You are limited 
to the scope of work approved on that 

Facilities
The 2020 asphalt project is complete. 

We had a couple of significant prob-
lems. At Gate 4 we had no power for 
several days, but Premier Construction 
and our gate company, CGS, were able 
to get the gates up and running when 
power was restored. We also had a sink 
hole near Gate 3 which, fortunately, 
the contractor and GMU were able to 
power through and solve. The City of 
Mission Viejo was very responsive to 
both issues. We were still able to hold 
to our schedule. Thank you again to 
the residents for your understanding 
and cooperation.

 Facilities has addressed a serious 
safety issue at the entrance to the Heri-
tage Room by installing two light poles 
with LED lights that have given much 
better illumination to an area that was 
dangerously dark at night. Residents 

application; any deviations must go 
through the approval process again.

Just a note: please clean up as you 
work; your neighbors did not sign up 
for your remodel, so be courteous.

Next month’s topic: the project for 
inspection.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Becky Stetzel, Liaison

Reserve Study
The Reserve Study Committee has 

provided additional information to 
our Reserve Analyst, Sean Andersen. 
He in turn has provided three drafts of 
our 2021 Reserve Study for our con-
sideration. The first draft, mentioned in 
last month’s Courier, called for a total 
Reserve contribution of $227,000 per 
month. The second draft created a total 
contribution of $240,000 per month. 
The Committee then recommended a 
$9,635 increase to $249,635 to improve 
the reserve parameter called percent 
funded. Sean came back with a third 
draft with a contribution of $248,000 
per month.

The Board of Directors will meet on 
September 17 (prior to the time when 
this report will be published in the Cou-
rier) and will review the possibilities 
and most probably make a decision. 
This decision will not be an easy one 
since circumstances have put a great 
deal of financial pressure on the 2020 
Reserve Fund. Higher than expected 
costs this year include asphalt, Rec Ctr 
1 restroom renovations, and replace-
ment of our irrigation system. These 
have significantly reduced the amount 
of money in the Reserve Fund which 
will need to be replenished in 2021 and 
future years.

Arthur Rosen, Chair, 454-8762
Randy Thompson, Liaison

Traffic
The Traffic Committee (TC) meets 

on the first Monday of the month at 
9 a.m. Meetings are now held using 
Zoom. This change was necessary 

have already noticed and given Facili-
ties good feedback.

Roofing repairs are in process follow-
ing an inspection of all our association 
buildings and gate houses by Antis 
Roofing. This is the time, before the 
winter rains, to make necessary repairs 
including cleaning all tile roofs and 
gutters of leaves and debris, replacing 
broken tiles and the felt water barrier 
below them.

Facilities is reviewing our sports 
court lighting with four vendors to re-
pair or replace our court lighting to an 
acceptably safe standard. We are also 
obtaining bids from vendors to repair or 
replace the security perimeter fencing 
along Jeronimo Road.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

based on only ten individuals being 
allowed in the Vista Room. To give 
residents the opportunity to participate 
in the TC meeting, an eblast will be sent 
out to all residents who have provided 
their email to Rec Ctr 1. Think about 
signing on for eblasts.

Did you know that there is a Cus-
tomer Service Request Form? This 
form allows you to submit ideas and 
concerns relative to numerous items. 
The form is available at Rec Ctr 1 or 
online at www.castadelsol.com. The 
TC receives copies of forms related to 
traffic concerns. You may also contact 
the TC by email or phone.

Make sure to remind your guests, 
contractors, and vendors to follow the 
25-mph speed limit, stop at appropriate 
locations, and park next to a sidewalk. 
The residents are responsible for any 
citations issued.

Residents are responsible for driving 
directions from the gate entrances to 
their homes. You can enter directions 
at www.dwellingLIVE.com or contact 
Rec Ctr 1 for assistance.

The TC is always looking for new 
members. If you are interested, contact 
Nancy or Fred at the numbers below.

Remember to stay safe and to wear 
a face mask when out to protect you, 
me, and others.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
David Ankeny, Liaison

Travel
It’s been a year since we booked the 

cruise which was supposed to give us 
Californians the best fall ever, a beau-
tiful cruise from Montreal up the St. 
Laurence and down the east coast to 
Miami. Then COVID-19 happened. We 
started with 28 cruisers, then down to 
10, then Canada locked their borders, 
so we had to cancel. As you all know, 
shortly after that the rest of our 2020 
travel schedule was also cancelled.

This is the time of year when we 
should present our 2021 schedule, 
but because we are still in phase 2 of 
the COVID-19 lockdown, I don’t see 
much happening for the Casta del Sol 
Travel Committee until later in 2021, 
if then. My gut feeling is that maybe 
after the first of the year we might see 
some changes. Thank you all for your 
patience and, on behalf of the Travel 
Team, stay safe and healthy.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ric Gonzales, Liaison
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Canine Companions
In the past few months Casta has 

gained many new residents whom I am 
looking forward to meeting.

So, I would like to tell dog owners 
a little about our fun club and mem-
bership.

We normally meet once a month on 
Saturday at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion 
with our furry friends. We have a buffet 
luncheon with soft drinks, water, and 

Ceramics
Fall is here and we can enjoy cooler 

weather and begin to think about the 
upcoming holiday season. I know we 
are all looking forward to being able to 
get out of our homes to get haircuts, go 
shopping for clothes, go out for a nice 
dinner in a restaurant, and just be free 
to enjoy life.

I hope that by the time this article 
is published our club members will 
be able to come in to our workshop 
and pour and paint ceramic articles 
for ourselves and for our friends. It 
will probably be done in a different 
manner, with fewer people working 
at a time and everyone signing up for 
turns to work in our workrooms. Hang 
in there, we will be back again and be 
able to enjoy working together again. 
In the meanwhile, stay positive and 
stay in touch.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Baby Boomers
The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 

Club is renowned for entertaining and 
exhilarating parties with live music, 
plentiful dancing, and exceptional 
food. We enjoy offering a different 
theme each month which is reflected 
in our flyers, décor, cuisine, and attire. 
If you are just interested in delectable 
food, catching up with friends, and 
listening to live music, you will enjoy 
our parties. Many of our members also 
love dancing so our bands and musical 
performers play a range of music to suit 
different tastes.

When it is safe and appropriate, our 
parties will resume. As soon as we have 
approval, we will be ready to roll out a 
fabulous celebration.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. for study and prayer. Come and 
join us as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
How Paul Newman saved pool – 

twice!

Until about 1956, pool was a popular 
sport. It went to war with the troops, 
and professionals gave exhibitions at 
military posts. After World War II, 
returning soldiers had other priorities 
and an afternoon spent at the pool room 
was a thing of the past. Rooms closed 
quietly and by the end of the 1950s 
the game almost passed into oblivion. 
Then in 1961 came The Hustler with 
Paul Newman in the leading role. Pool 
flourished again all over the country 
but social issues and Vietnam led to 
another decline. Then came 1986, and 
The Color of Money, the sequel to The 
Hustler, again starring Paul Newman, 
was released. It brought the excitement 
of pool to a whole new generation. 
Upscale pool rooms opened nationwide 
catering to people whose senses would 
have been offended by the old rooms, 
if they had ever seen them. This trend 
began slowly in 1987 and has since 
surged.

Thank you, Paul Newman.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Bridge
All the Bridge groups and other 

clubs at CdS are still sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus as of today, Septem-
ber 1. We are frustrated by our inability 
to meet with our bridge family. A few 
of us have been playing bridge on our 
computers and iPads over the internet. 
A site that is free to join is at www.
bridgebase.com. You can practice 
solo any time, or play with strangers 
or friends. You can see how your 
contracts compare in history to others 
who have played the same hands. The 
people I play with often agree that 20 
hands is sufficient for about an hour and 
a half of play. We look forward to the 
day when we can resume normal bridge 
in the Fiesta Room with our friends. 

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Casta Chorus
Casta Chorus loves to sing! We are 

all looking forward to getting together 
in October.

Carol Burke is our Musical Director. 
Carol attended the Conservatory of 
Music at Wheaton College in Illinois. 
This gave Carol the musical back-
ground to be an excellent director. 
Jacqueline Tutton is our co-director. As 
a longtime member of Sweet Adelines 
International, Jacqueline Tutton has 
competed with her Chorus and Quartet 
several times. Jacqueline’s contribution 
as co-director is to make schedules and 
encourage prospective members.

Please email or call Jacqueline so we 
can add you to our October meeting. 
The email address is: jacsing14@
gmail.com, and the phone number is 
374-1608.

We have lots of fun music to prepare 
for the holidays.

Jacqueline Tutton, 374-1608

dessert. Our dogs can play on a leash, 
on the grassy area or walk around the 
Heritage Garden. We enjoy themed 
luncheons like Halloween Dress-Your-
Dog contest with prizes, Taco Time 
for Cinco de Mayo, and our favorite, 
Yappy Hour twice a year at 5 p.m. We 
also have a Holiday Party in December. 
Our dues are $10 per year per person. 

We hope to meet all new resident dog 
lovers and current members as soon as 
we get the okay.

Please stay safe.
Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083
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Continued on page 16

Heritage Garden
Historically, even before COVID-19 

restrictions, there was no Heritage 
Garden Club meeting in October. In-
stead, we would have a Saturday work 
day in the garden. This October the 
officers have decided that we’ve all 
been working diligently with trimming 
and clean-up so we won’t really need 
a dedicated work day. I’m hoping that 
by November, we’ll be back on a reg-
ular meeting schedule in the Rec Ctr 2 
Heritage Room.

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank all friends and supporters of 
the HGC who acquired our special 
commemorative 2021 calendar. The 
volunteers appreciate your support 
very much. There are still calendars 
available for those who would like one. 
Please contact me at the phone number 
below. I hope that when and if things 
ever return to normal, those walkers 
who discovered the Heritage Garden 
for the first time will continue to visit 
us as long as possible.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Las Damas
Chicken Marsala! Key Lime Pie! 

Champagne Punch! Broadway tunes! 
If you have been having flashbacks 
of scintillating seasons of Las Damas 
Club luncheons and entertainment, you 
are not alone. Our CdS community is 
hankering to get back into the swing of 
things, and the recent opening of our 
Rec Ctr 1 Pool and Rec Ctr 2 Racket 

Military Veterans
Our Casta del Sol Veterans Club is 

following the rules established by our 
Casta del Sol Board so all club activ-
ities are on hold until we can resume 
meeting again in the Fiesta Room.

September 11 was Patriot Day in 
honor of the 2,977 civilians, military, 
flight crews, and first responders who 
died at the World Trade Center, Pen-
tagon, and in rural Pennsylvania. We 
held a brief ceremony as a reminder 
to always be vigilant and prepared to 
defend our country against all enemies 
- both foreign and domestic.

We look forward to the future when 
we can resume our social activities 
again and have guest speakers attend 
our club meetings. All Casta veterans 
are welcome. Our doors are always 
open if any veteran wants to join our 
club. We hope to see you all again 
soon.

Bob Casillas, 468-8135

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in Septem-

ber. And here is some humor:

•  Cribbage: A substitute for conver-
sation for those whom nature has 
denied ideas.

•  That’s what I do! I play Cribbage, 
and I know things.

•  I like coffee, Cribbage, and maybe 
three people.

•  When I play Cribbage, my wife 
complains I don’t listen to her, or 
something like that.

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
How many people will remember how 
to play?

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387 or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Courts were hopeful signs that further 
facilities will soon be opening, as well.

The Las Damas Club officers are 
continuing to coordinate plans for 
delicious menus and entertainment to 
celebrate the seasons. We look forward 
to expanding our participation in local 
philanthropies that support our com-
munity, such as Laura’s House and 
Camp Pendleton Military families. 
Continue reading the Courier for fur-
ther special announcements.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

Pinochle
There was NO Pinochle in Septem-

ber. When play resumes it will be Fri-
day nights in the Heritage Room from 
6:30 to approximately 9 p.m.

Some Pinochle humor:

• Folding is for quitters.

•  You only live once; but if you play 
Pinochle, once is enough.

•  Pinochle players don’t suffer from 
insanity; in fact, we enjoy every 
minute of it.

•  I’d rather lose at Pinochle, than win 
at Solitaire.

•  Newton’s First Law: A body at rest 
wants to stay at rest.

This virus could last several more 
months. The first game will likely be 
a refresher lesson.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Republicans
Unfortunately, we are still not able to 

schedule any group activities with our 
club members. However, with a nation-
al election coming up in November, 
we do want to encourage our members 
to do their research by paying close 
attention to the news and then being 
sure to vote responsibly. Regardless 
of our political persuasion, we are all 
Americans and have a responsibility to 
support our democracy.

We also have the obligation to keep 
ourselves virus free by staying healthy 
for our families and ourselves. In the 
future, I think I will continue to practice 
hand washing, sanitizing things I touch, 
and practice elbow and fist bumping 
as a way to minimize future bugs that 
decide to invade our community. 

Cordelia Neale, 916-0117
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - October 2020 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance 10 a.m. Welcome

  9 a.m. Greenbelt

 10  5   7

10 a.m. Library

  6

  1 p.m. Architectural 

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                         Meeting

  9:30 a.m. Courier
                       Committee

  3

  9 a.m. Traffic

  4

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

  8

 24

  9 a.m. Facilities

 25

 11

 18

 16

 26  27

Please look for eblast with
Committee information

for Zoom meetings.

Meetings & events

Columbus Day 

 28

  2

10 a.m. Social

  1

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

 30 29  31
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A Bundle of Yarn and Navajo Rugs
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

April Wilsey can trace the origins 
of her Navajo rug collection to 

her interest in Native American culture, 
a Navajo rug show, and a bundle of 
yarn. As an elementary school teacher. 
April would weave into her lessons 
Native American history and their 
contributions to language, art, music, 
astronomy, architecture and agricul-
ture. But it wasn’t until she and her 
husband Bill attended the 2001 Navajo 
Rug Show in Park City, Utah that she 
was attracted to the authentic artistic 
creations of Native Americans, espe-
cially handmade turquoise and silver 
jewelry and hand-woven Navajo rugs 
with their earthy tones and intricate 
geometric designs. At the rug show, 
April and Bill met Linda Myers, the 
Executive Director of the non-profit 
Adopt-A-Native-American-Elder Pro-
gram (ANE), who explained that many 
of the rugs displayed for sale were 
created by Navajo elders (75+) who see 
their weavings as works of art and who 
wish to pass on the traditional art form 
to their children and grandchildren. 
To help support the ANE Program, 
April decided to buy a bundle of yarn 
and present it to a needy Elder. That’s 
when she was introduced to Navajo el-
der Anna Jackson, and that’s when she 
began her collection of Navajo rugs.

The following year April invited 
Anna, her husband Frankie, and one 
of their daughters to stay with her and 
Bill at their Park City home during the 
annual Navajo Rug Show. In appre-
ciation, Anna presented April with a 
rug, that contained her initials “AW” 
made from the donated bundle of yarn. 
Remembering the occasion, April said, 
“Of all the Navajo rugs in my collec-
tion, I value this one most because it 

was my first Navajo rug, and it was 
given to me as a gift from my adopted 
Elder, Anna Jackson.”

April Wilsey displays three creations by 
Anna Jackson. 

Canyon de Chelly by Grace Smith 
Yellowhammer

Chief’s Rug by Charlene Town

Tree of Life by Louise Hardy

In succeeding years, their 
friendship would grow and 
include other family members. 
Soon Anna and Frankie referred 
to April and Bill as their grand-
children. “Our lives have been 
enriched just by knowing and 
loving them,” April said.

April’s Navajo rug collection 
adorns the walls in her and Bill’s 
Casta home, and in the condo 
they own in Park City. As April 
has discovered, Navajo peo-

ple see beauty in all things, and the 
Navajo rug weaver uses her upright 
loom & wool to create her version of 
that beauty.
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CLUBS & ACTIVITIES

Lawn Bowling
Many thanks to the Casta del Sol 

Board of Directors, the Powerstone 
staff, the gardeners, the maintenance 
staff and all essential workers who are 
working so hard to keep our Casta as 
beautiful, active, and safe as possible 
during these trying times! And of 
course, let’s pat our own backs and ac-
knowledge all the Casta residents, and 
all the committees who donate untold 
hours. Cheers to all of us.

All in all, this is still a great place to 
live, and a great place to lawn bowl. 
We provide members-only Club Play 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
from 9:30 until 11 a.m. Reservations 
are offered every Sunday for the entire 
following week. The reservation sheet 
is posted on the bulletin board at the 
Lawn Bowling Pavilion. We are lim-
ited to a maximum of ten players, so it 
is first come, first play.

Sondra Nelson, 290-4298

Continued on page 17

Vegetable Garden
The weather has been very good this 

year so freezers and shelves are full 
of wonderful summer produce. Now 
is the time to start planning a fall and 
winter garden with cool-weather crops 
of cabbage, broccoli, spinach, beets, 
cauliflower, and all sorts of greens. Or 
gardeners can cover unplanted beds to 
keep the weeds from growing. Covering 
will also keep weed seeds from blowing 
into a neighbor’s lot.

The Garden Club is proud to continue 
to support the local Second Harvest 
Food Bank with donations from its 
members.

To members only: October 26 is the 
last day to submit a name as a write-in 
candidate for offices of the Executive 
Council. If you would like to volunteer 
for a position on the Council, fill out the 
form located at the gazebo and place it 
in the mail slot at the toolshed. Or you 
can email Carole Gish for more infor-

Woodworkers
The Woodworkers Club continues 

to meet weekly outdoors with seat-
ing appropriately spaced to avoid the 
coronavirus. We have received several 
requests from residents to do some sim-
ple repairs on broken or worn wooden 
keepsakes and small furniture pieces. 
We lack the space and possession of 
necessary tools to perform any major 
project building or repairs.

Club members continue to search the 
internet for unusual and unique wood-
working tools, machines, and small to 
moderate sized wood projects that we 
can construct in our garage workshops. 
At our weekly meetings, members 
share printed information and photos 
of the projects and the website location 
as well as discuss any repair requests 
from Casta del Sol residents.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595 5766 

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our singles group. Membership is free. 
In the past, the Casta Social Singles 
group met on the first Thursday of the 
month at 1 p.m. in the Heritage Room 
at Rec Ctr 2 for games and socializ-
ing, and on the third Thursday of the 
month at 1 p.m. at a local restaurant. 
Occasionally we met for potlucks or 
other events. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, these activities have been 
curtailed until further notice. We are 
doing small group, cul-de-sac get-to-
gethers weekly, and restaurant outings 
for people who are interested. To find 
out more about these, please watch for 
emails from John Consoli. To join the 
group and get on our email list, or for 
more information, please contact Mary 
Carlson (marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Water Exercise
Hooray! The pool has been open for 

scheduled swimming in 45-minute in-
crements on weekdays, with extended 
hours on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday. Our club has submitted a pro-
posal to the CdS Board for our Water 
Exercise Class to resume at our usual 
time of 9 a.m. Monday through Friday. 
We are suggesting that we use the five 
lanes available with three people in 
each lane. Since we exercise in place, 
it should keep us socially distanced as 
required. My fingers are crossed and 
if passed, we will let everyone know 
how this is going to work. Maybe we 
will have a quick meeting or we’ll use 
an eblast.

I am writing this at the beginning 
of September, so hopefully it will be 
a fait accompli. If not, then we will 
continue to work on a solution. I don’t 
know about you, but I am looking for-
ward to my knees and back getting our 

Variety
Casta del Sol Variety Club members 

enjoy performance arts. Some mem-
bers love to perform – acting, singing, 
dancing, skits, comedy, playing instru-
ments, etc. Other members support the 
on-stage talent by being in the stage 
crew, or helping with décor, refresh-
ments, announcements, ticket sales, 
etc. We encourage newcomers to join 
us and have loads of fun.

As soon as it is safe and appropriate, 
we will start producing live shows. Stay 
tuned for information in the Courier, 
flyers, and eblasts.

Some of our members have been 
entertaining themselves and others as 
well as exercising their creative juices 
by recording on Zoom and posting on 
Facebook and/or YouTube. There are 
four humorous and enjoyable episodes 
of Almost Live with Shirley and Dan 
on YouTube under Star Quality Pro-
ductions. You will recognize friends 
and neighbors. If you would like more 
information or care to join us, contact 
Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

mation at carole_gish@sbcglobal.net.

Happy gardening.
Lynne Crum, 581-2349

wonderful water exercise. Also, maybe 
some of those COVID pounds from all 
the baked goodies will go away. Hope 
you are all well and happy.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Paddle Tennis
The Paddle Tennis Club thanks all 

those who have been playing the last 
few months for observing the guide-
lines. Recently the rules were extended 
to allow for doubles play even if part-
ners are not from the same household. 
For those just starting to play, look for 
the paper signup sheets on the bulletin 
board. Names can be entered up to 
four days in advance. Guidelines are 
posted at the courts and on the Casta 
del Sol website. Remember that players 
are required to wear a glove on their 
non-dominant hand to assist with the 
picking up of balls.

We are hoping to expand the hours of 
play to accommodate those who prefer 

Men’s Golf
In August, the Men’s Golf Club 

started playing individual and some 
two-man games each Wednesday at 
the Mission Viejo Golf Course. Each 
member has done his best to get his own 
tee time using the Golf Course On-Line 
Tee Time System. It has not been easy 
as lots of non-club players are also log-

ging into this system and grabbing the 
premium times. This means our club 
members are spread out during each 
Wednesday, but we are playing and 
awarding prizes for winners in three of 
four flights. We continued this practice 
in September.

We hope the city will ease playing 
restrictions due to the pandemic and 
allow us to again have a block of time 
assigned to our club each Wednesday. 
This will allow us to play in a group 
and add four-man games to our weekly 
events.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260
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Paddle Tennis
Continued from page 16

Shuffleboard
I’m sure everyone is feeling sad about 

not being able to play shuffleboard in 
our lovely Pavilion. We never thought 
it would be such a long wait. And, sorry 
to say, it looks like it will be a while 
longer before play does open up again, 
and then with many restrictions. In the 
meantime, stay well and safe!

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

playing in the evening. At some time 
in the future, when it is deemed safe, 
there will be additional opportunities to 
play during open play times, in clinics, 
and in tournaments.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Tennis
Courts can now be reserved seven 

days in advance through dwellingLive. 
If you have not already signed up to 
have access to a dwellingLive account, 
the form can be found on the Casta 
del Sol website (www.castadelsol.
com). The courts are now open Mon-
day through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. The ball machine can be used for 
those who have been trained on its use. 
Please reserve seven days in advance.

We will also be getting together 
on Monday mornings from 8 to 9:30 
a.m. for ball machine practice and on 
Wednesday mornings from 8 to 10 a.m. 
for open tennis. No need to sign up; 
please join us.

Fun…Friends…Forever
Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

Pickleball
We are able to play pickleball again, 

Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., with just a few restrictions. You 
may only play with other Casta del Sol 
residents; no guests are allowed. You 
must wear a glove on your non-dom-
inant hand to avoid touching the ball. 

When entering or leaving the court you 
must wear a mask or maintain social 
distancing; you may remove your mask 
for play.

Reservations to play pickleball must 
be made through dwellingLIVE. If you 
do not already have a dwellingLIVE 
account, contact Valerie at vhanich@
powerstonepm.com. When you access 
the dwellingLIVE Dashboard, click on 
Reserve Community Amenities, and 
scroll down until you see Tennis Court 
#2A and Tennis Court #2B. When you 
click on the Reserve button, you will 
see a calendar to select the date you 
want, and then a grid where you can 
select the time. Reservations can be 
made up to one week ahead of your 
playing time.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

Norman Murray Center

Information for this article was taken 
from the Murray Memo.

October Classes

Our building may be closed for the 
foreseeable future, but we are still here 
for you. Our phones are still being 
answered, so please don’t hesitate to 
call us at 470-3062, Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., if you 
need anything.

We hope the new digital version of 
the Murray Memo finds you safe and 
healthy. With everyone staying home 
and practicing social distancing we 
wanted to share some valuable resourc-
es with you as well as some online 
classes and programs that are available. 
We will be updating the Murray Memo 
often and will continue to provide you 
with the latest information, resources, 
and new programs and activities. The 
Norman P. Murray Community & 

Senior Center Programs and Events 
Guide is available at the URL below:

https://cityofmissionviejo.org/sites/
default/files/murray-memo-current.pdf

Nutrition Resources/Senior Meals 
are still being offered. Park-It-Market 
is a free mobile food pantry for seniors 
on Friday mornings. (There will be no 
Park-It-Market on October 9.) And 
from Age Well Senior Services comes 
a grab and go option for congregate 
meals, and a once-a-month commodi-
ties distribution. For more information 
and to reserve a meal in advance, 
please call 470-3063.

The Murray Memo is published 
each month, and contains infor-
mation about many additional re-
sources available virtually. If you 
would like to receive The Murray 
Memo by email each month, email 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line.

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino
How well do you know our community?

See if you can choose the correct answer below:

Approximately how many miles of paved roads do we have?

[a] 22; [b] 31; [c] 40; [d] 49; [e] 55

(The answer appears on page 20 in this issue of the Courier.)
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PC Tips and Hints
Easy on the Eyes

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell

Casta Trivia Answer
(The question appears on page 6 in this issue of the Courier.)

Approximately how many gallons of water are in our two pools?

Correct answer is [e] 62,000

City Highlights

At its July 14 meeting, the Mission 
Viejo City Council announced a con-
tract with an internationally known 
consultant to develop a vision for the 
Casta del Sol golf course. Some of 
the goals are that it be financially and 
environmentally sustainable, and that 
its sports and recreational components 
enhance Mission Viejo’s brand.

After taking a six-week hiatus, the 
Council met again on August 25. At 
that meeting it approved a new 91-unit 
condominium development near the 

intersection of El Toro Road and Mar-
guerite Parkway. This will be an HOA 
with one, two, and three-bedroom con-
dos priced from the mid $400,000’s.

At its September 8 meeting, the 
Council announced a new name for the 
golf course: Oso Creek Golf Course. 
This name was selected from over 
1,000 suggestions received from the 
community.

Two of the five Council members, 
Brian Goodell and Trish Kelley, will 
be up for re-election in November.

Council meetings may be viewed on 
Cox channel 30 at 6 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month. As 
of this writing, all meetings are being 
held “virtually.”

Most of the following suggestions 
pertain to desktop PC’s, and some can 
be applied to laptops. All assume you 
are using Windows 10.

Text too small? Background color 
not your favorite? Change it to suit 
your fancy. Right click on any open 
area of your desktop screen and an 
Options box appears. Select (left click) 
on Display Settings. Under Scale and 
Layout you can change the percentage 
of increase/decrease to the size of text, 
apps and other items. I suggest trying 
a 25% increase as a start. My laptop 
was already on 125%, so I increased 

it to 150% so stronger glasses were 
not needed. Right click on the desktop 
and choose Personalize, then Colors. 
A wide selection of colors and accent 
colors are available; I use Storm since 
I’m a gray kind of guy. If you want 
to use a picture, select Background, 
picture, and search for what you would 
like. If you are using your own saved 
picture, it helps to know where it is 
stored. There are plenty of options, so 
experiment.

Open Microsoft Edge and left click on 
the three inline dots near the top right, 
and choose Settings. Select Appear-
ance at the far left. Under Customize 
Browser you can zoom to the percent 
that is comfortable to use. The Default 
Theme can be changed to a dark mode 
that presents a dark background with 
white text. This setting really reduces 
the stress on my eyes, allowing me to 
work longer without a break.

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

City Council meeting report provided 
by Casta del Sol resident Bob Destino.
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Small Town Labor Day

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller
In the 1950s, although Labor Day 

signaled the end of summer vacation 
from school, it was still a favorite 
holiday with the kids in the small, 
northeastern town where I grew up. 
The reason?

The Firemen’s Carnival!

Those three words made kids whoop 
with delight because every Labor Day 
weekend, the Fire Department held a 
three-day carnival in the empty lots 
next to the fire house. Carnival trucks 
arrived, and kids rushed to the fire 
house to watch in fascination as the 
rides and food stands were assembled. 
It was especially thrilling to watch 

the Ferris wheel come together and 
finally reach what seemed to us like an 
astounding height. Double-dog-dares 
were made about having the guts to 
rock the seat when at the top of the 
wheel. As excitement mounted, kids 
emptied out piggy banks and earned 
carnival money by doing chores.

We spent that entire weekend at the 
carnival riding the carousel, Ferris 
wheel, and other rides, and devouring 
cotton candy and hot dogs. Even when 
we ran out of money, it was exciting 
just to be there. And nearly every kid 
came home with a goldfish they had 
won by tossing a ping pong ball into 
a fish bowl. At some point during 
the weekend, parents, grandparents, 
and other family members joined in 
the fun, making the carnival a yearly 
family affair.

Sadly, the Firemen’s Carnival no 
longer exists. But every Labor Day, 
excitement never fails to ignite within 
me, as I relive it in my memories.

Roasted Butternut Squash with 
Fennel, Onions and Cranberries

This is a delicious side dish to serve 
with any entrée.

2 cups butternut squash, cut in cubes

½ onion, diced

½ fennel bulb, sliced

½ cup dried cranberries

Olive oil

Salt and pepper

Fennel fronds, optional

Heat oven to 375 degrees.

Mix squash, onion, fennel bulb and 
dried cranberries with olive oil, salt 
and pepper.

Spread on baking sheet and bake for 20 
minutes or until browned.

Toss a couple of times.

Top with chopped fennel fronds and 
serve.

I Remember When: Halloween
By Liz Rickett

I Remember When: Outings With Grandmother
By Barbara Kroe

Halloween is when the capitalist, 
some might say cut-throat, nature of 
my children was revealed. It took a 
lot of preparation. Choosing the right 
costume, plotting the route, obtaining 
a pillowcase for the anticipated loot.

After traipsing through our neigh-
borhood, monitored by me and other 
parents who kept a watchful eye while 
maintaining enough distance that the 
kids would still be cool, the kids came 
home with their sweets.

Now it began. Each sat on the carpet 
and emptied the pillowcases. Soon the 
trading began. How much is a Snickers 

bar worth? Is a smushed candy worth 
full value? Does anyone want candy 
corn? After a lot of heated discussion, 
some pleas and a few samples, it end-
ed. Each now had a stash to last a few 
weeks and could be used for more 
trading later.

Do you have an I Remember When 
story that you want to send me so I 
can put it in the Courier? Send it to 
sarahenninger@cox.net.

I Remember When: Rock Concerts of the ‘70s
By Maribeth McFaul

Remember  the  days ,  be fore 
COVID-19, when we could attend 
concerts? One of my favorite venues is 
The Coach House in San Juan Capist-
rano. We have enjoyed performances 
by Phoebe Snow, Johnny Lang, and 
Emmylou Harris, just to name a few.

Santana and Tower of Power were 
two of the first bands I heard perform 
live in the 1970s at concert venues in 
the San Francisco Bay area. Winter-
land, previously an ice-skating rink, 
was where I saw Neil Young perform 
for the first time in 1971. Since then I 
have attended concerts from coast to 

coast, including Rod Stewart in Dia-
mond Head, Hawaii and Lilith Fair in 
Long Island, New York.

Do you have an I Remember When 
memory? If so, contact Sara Henninger 
at 303-8195 or sarahenninger@cox.
net. 

Teeney Kanter was my beloved 
grandmother. She lived in a two-story 
house in Brooklyn, many miles from 
my apartment in upper Manhattan. 
It took two train rides and a taxi that 
brought me to her. My parents divorced 
at a time when Jewish people mostly 
didn’t, and my grandma was my savior. 

On one of my visits, she took me to 
Coney Island. To reach the beach, we 
had to ride on an elevated train carry-

ing our necessities for the day...food, 
sandwiches, cookies and lots of drinks, 
bathing suits, bathing caps, towels and 
suntan lotion. Little did I know she 
was taking me to a Bath House. Upon 
entering, I came face-to-face with a 
myriad of naked ladies walking idly 
around from lockers to the showers. 
As a 10-year-old girl, this was my first 
encounter with naked unknown people. 
Grandma just nonchalantly hustled me 

into my bathing suit for a remarkable 
day in the ocean. My fondest memories 
of the times we spent together, grand-

daughter and grandmother bonding for 
a lifetime.

Do you have an I Remember When 
article? If so, either call Sara Henninger 
at 303-8195 or email me directly at 
sarahenninger@cox.net.
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A Good Read: American Dirt
Book Review by Liz Rickett

There has been a lot of controversy 
surrounding this novel. It was an Oprah 
Book Club Choice. After release, 
several factions criticized the author, 
who is not Mexican, for writing about 
the subject, cited errors in the book 
regarding Mexico and its people and 
institutions and similarities between 
this book and other published books.

All of the above notwithstanding, this 
is a great book. The story is compelling, 
and the characters believable. It is a real 
page turner.

The plot revolves around Lydia, who 
owns a bookstore in Acapulco. She is 
married to an investigative reporter. 
They have a young son. Her husband 
decides to write about a cartel leader. 
The repercussions of that decision 
comprise the novel.

The Casta del Sol Library is unavail-
able until the COVID restrictions are 
lifted. However, you can get books 
from the Mission Viejo Library by 
ordering online and picking them up. 

Emeritus Classes Go Online
By Debra Friedman

South Orange County residents are 
fortunate to have a multitude of class-
es offered through the Saddleback 
College Emeritus Program. This pro-
gram has been in existence since 1976 
and is the state’s largest non-credit, 
tuition-free, older adult program in 
California. While 18 is the minimum 
age requirement, the vast majority of 
students are seniors. The concept is to 
bring classes to community locations 
during the day for convenience.

A bulk of the classes are in the 
“health” category including aerobics, 
Pilates, yoga, Tai Chi, and stretching. 
But there is a vast array of art classes 
as well as classes in film studies, for-
eign languages, and more. The highly 
qualified teachers often have an exten-
sive teaching background as well as 
professional expertise.

Until the middle of March, when the 
pandemic exploded, the classes were in 
person. After several weeks on hiatus, 
the college ramped up to provide online 
live or pre-recorded video classes. I am 
now enrolled in ten classes, a definite 
advantage of this new format.

Here are what some longtime stu-
dents commented about the virtual 
Emeritus classes.

•  Val Ricci noted: I love online class-
es because you don’t have to drive 
somewhere, find parking, walk in 
the sun or rain, and try to get there 
on time.

•  Phyllis Foglesong said: I love the 
freedom of taking these classes at 
home but miss the social part. 

•  Jayne Freed commented: I really 
miss the live aerobics classes in the 
Vista Room, but having the classes 
on Zoom is the next best thing. I’ve 
been exercising with most of these 
people for years, and never knew 
some of their names. Thanks to 
Zoom, I can now put names with 
faces. 

•  Linda Kirsh said she particularly 
enjoys the online Film as Literature 
class because the instructor has 
the freedom to assign longer films 
which can be viewed by students at 
home anytime. She also enjoys see-
ing everyone’s face on the Zoom 
gallery view for our discussions.

There are obviously positive and neg-
ative aspects of both options. The only 
certainty is that during this quarantine 
period, we learned valuable lessons of 
finding new paths to enhance our lives.

Casta Trivia Answer
(The question appears on page 17 in this issue of the Courier.)

Approximately how many miles of paved roads do we have?

Correct answer is [a] 22
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PLAN AHEAD TODAY

Request your FREE Personal Planning Guide
(949) 382-7782

22772 Centre Drive, Suite 130 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 | FD 2241

PacificCremationServices.com

Plan Ahead & Register Your Wishes Today

PERSONAL 
PLANNING

GUIDE

Request your FREE 
personal planning guide.

Take the plunge!

Planning in advance provides significant savings.

Call for a free consult to learn about the many benefits.

(949) 382-7782

Casta Classic Cars – Combining Three in-One
By Bob Destino, photo by Paul Harmon

Rick Gafnea and his 1971 Dodge D100 Sportsman

Rick Gafnea found this 1971 Dodge 
D100 Sportsman pickup truck on Ebay. 
He bought it three years ago and had 
it shipped to him from Missouri. But 
that was just the start. It needed lots 
of parts and pieces to be restored to 
working order, so Rick found two 
more ’71 Sportsman trucks and bought 
them, too. He proceeded to remove a 
power train, a tailgate, a front seat, hub 
caps, door panels and some trim pieces 
from the other two trucks, installed 
those parts on his original truck, and 
then sold the remains of the other two 

trucks. Rick continues to work on this 
truck and plans to give it to his 11-year-
old grandson when he’s old enough 
to drive, but for now he’s enjoying a 
smoothly operating 50-year-old truck 
with only 67,000 original miles on it.
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Artichoke Thistles
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

The cardoon or artichoke thistle

If you hiked the Oso Trail between 
Gate 1 and Gate 2 in June, you wit-
nessed a field of purple-flowered car-
doons in full bloom.  The perennial, 
wild cardoon, also called the artichoke 
thistle, is closely related to cultivated 
artichokes. It is considered by some 
people to be just an invasive weed 
and by others as a culinary delight. 
The cardoon leaf stalks can be served 
steamed or braised (a delicacy in Spain) 
and the plant is used as a vegetable 
source of enzymes for cheese produc-
tion. Even the oil from its seeds has 

been explored re-
cently as a possible 
source of biodiesel 
fuel. By mid-Ju-
ly, the cardoons’ 
bristle-brush flow-
ers had wilted and 
the plants were cut 
to ground by city 
workers. But if the 
tap roots weren’t 
removed, they’ll 
be back in all their 
royal majesty next 
spring.Artichoke thistles along Oso Trail
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Beauty in Casta
Photos by April Wilsey

Photos by Paul Harmon
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Everyone has 
a unique story.

...and we are here 
to help you tell it.

HEARTS
Healing

Reading in the Time of COVID
By Liz Rickett

COVID-19 has changed the 
activities of many Casta del Sol 
residents. Less time out, more 
time at home. Ordinarily this 
would be a perfect time to curl 
up with a book. But what if you 
don’t want to buy books but still 
want something to read?

If you have a library card from the 
City of Mission Viejo Library, you 
can still borrow books even though the 
library is closed.

There are two apps that will give you, 
a library patron, access to thousands of 
books that you can download on your 
phone or tablet at no cost. Look for the 
app Libby by Overdrive. With library 
card in hand, download the app. Now 
start searching for books you might 
want to read. There are many cate-
gories, including one that lists what’s 

available. If you want something that 
is not available at the moment, you can 
put a hold on a title and will be notified 
when it is available.

If you want a real book to read, go to 
the City of Mission Viejo Library site. 
Go to the catalog and type in the title of 
the book you want to read. If it is avail-
able, the library will send you an email. 
You can then go to the library, park in 
a designated spot, call the library and 
someone will bring the book out to you. 
You can also use the catalog to find and 
order DVDs and CDs.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
We are OPEN for business again! 

My suite is sanitized after every client, 
your health is my priority! 

I look forward to seeing you soon.  
23612 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 

Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 7 pm 
See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 

949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DENTAL 

SMILE ON YOU DENTISTRY 
OF LAKE FOREST 

 All phases of dentistry. Implants, Implant 
Dentures, Latest Technology, Detailed 

Presentation of Best Treatment Options. 
Serving South Orange County. 

Membership Plan & Financing Options. 
Call: 949-716-4892 or 949-916-1610 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
HB AIR DUCT 

90 Day Warranty On Work 
10% Senior Discount. 

Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

HOME HEALTHCARE 
Covid-19 compliant assistance w/meds 

management, meal prep., errands, driving. Pet 
care, hair upkeep & styling, 30 yrs exp. 

Call Linda: 949-768-4598. Cell: 949-505-3902 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

COVID-19 DOESN’T HAVE TO STOP YOU 
FROM WORKING THROUGH YOUR 

FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 

Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 
banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
We can meet online via ZOOM, or in person 
complying with social distancing guidelines. 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

ADVANCED MASSAGE 
& BODYWORKS 

Professional massage therapy serves in home 
20 yrs exp. Seniors and Oncology Specialty. 

Call Stacy Walker: 714-362-1491 
Covid-19 compliant. 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

SKIN CARE 

GOLDEN COAST DERMATOLOGY 
Dr. William J. Tidwell, MD 

Dual Board Certified 
Dermatology & Venous Medicine 

Scripps Clinic Fellowship 
Trained Mohs surgeon 

Comprehensive skin care, Skin cancer 
screening, Acne treatment, Cosmetics, Botox 

& Fillers, Vein care. 
Most insurances / Medicare accepted. 
www.GoldenCoastDermatology.com 

Call: 949-200-7008 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 



The Casta Courier October 2020Page  28

 

949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


