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Nancy Cunningham, Traffic Co-Chair
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

President’s
Message
Randy Gish, 
President

My first year 
serving on the 
Casta del Sol 
Board of Direc-
tors I learned a 
valuable lesson the hard way. 
During the homeowner forum 
portion on our agenda, I engaged 
in a somewhat lengthy response 
to a homeowner’s question. It was 
quickly pointed out to me that I 
was in violation of the Civil Code. 
My lesson learned was that there 
are restrictions placed on Boards of 
Directors when it comes to answer-
ing questions, especially during 
the open forum portion of the 
Board meeting. Asking a question 
and receiving a lengthy response 
by any board member is, at best, 
limited. I have included the Civil 
Code below that helps to explain 

Marsha Klipp –
The Monarch Butterfly Lady and the Atrium
By Sara Henninger, photos by Beth McVey and Conn Klipp

Collecting Miniatures Inspires Creativity
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

New Mainte -
nance Coordi-
nator

Lando Fajardo has been hired by 
Powerstone Property Management 
as the new Maintenance Coor-
dinator for Casta del Sol. Staff 
is excited to have him join your 
hardworking onsite team. Lan-
do’s office is in the maintenance 
building at the end of the Rec Ctr 1 
parking lot. Don’t hesitate to stop 
by and introduce yourself. For any 
maintenance needs you can email 
him at lfajardo@powerstonepm.
com or call him at 215-3146.

Monthly Assessments
With the continued uncertainties 

of COVID-19, there have been 
residents inquiring about the 
monthly assessment being reduced 

When Nancy Cunningham visited 
the Community Fair in 2017 as 

a newcomer to Casta del Sol, serving 
on the Traffic Committee was far from 
her mind. Carole Gish, then Traffic 
Co-Chair, told Nancy, “I am the only 
woman on this Committee. We need 
you to join us.”

Nancy thought back to the previous 
week when she had seen an elderly 
couple walking their dog across Calle 
Valdes. The couple seemed oblivious 

to oncoming traffic. Nancy had been 
driving at 25 mph. She wondered what 
might have happened had she not been 
following the speed limit. Living on 
Calle Valdes, she sees speeders and 
people who don’t stop for stop signs 
all the time. She realized the impor-
tance of the Traffic Committee for the 
well-being of the community.

Nancy is aware the Traffic Commit-
tee is not always viewed positively by 

Casta del Sol 
is fortunate 

to have Marsha 
Klipp who has a 
love of Monarch 
Butterflies. This 
is her second year 
of raising and re-
leasing Monarchs. 
The first year she 
released eight and 
this year, 30. The 
Monarch Butter-
f ly  populat ion 
has plummeted 
by as much as 95 
percent and are 
close to extinc-
tion. They are be-
ing considered for 

the Endangered 
Species List.

According to 
David Wolfe, the 
Director of Con-
servation Strat-
egy at the Envi-
ronment Defense 
Fund, our West-
e rn  Monarchs 
have lost 50 of 
their coastal win-
tering grounds 
due to California 
fires and climate 
change. Monarchs 
migrate back and 
forth from Cali-
fornia through the 
Central Valley, 

Sierra foot-
h i l l s ,  a n d 
into Oregon 
and Nevada. 
It takes four 
generations 
of Monarchs 
to complete 
one migra-
tion. Some-
th ing  you 

may not know is that Monarchs hi-
bernate, hunkering down in wintering 
grounds where tens of thousands clus-
ter in a single tree to create their own 
climate while living on tiny stores of 
nectar.

Marsha belongs to a Facebook group, 
The Beautiful Monarch, which is a big 

Collecting can inspire one to be-
come more creative. When you 

collect something, you are awakening 
that part of the brain that relates to 
creativity and imagination. That’s 
certainly a motivating factor for Deb-
ra Friedman, who uses her interest in 
collecting miniatures to create room 
boxes, shadow boxes, mixed-media 
plaques and wall hangings. Debra start-
ed her collection of miniatures nearly 
40 years ago. Much of her collecting 
attention centered on household ob-

jects from the 19th century, 
which also corresponded 
with her interest in history 
and that time period. Two 
of her miniature room box-
es show the detailed interi-
or of a country store and a 
previous-turn-of-the-cen-
tury kitchen. The tiny red 
scales Debra found for the 
country store inspired her 
to collect full-size scales. 

Continued on page 8

Marsha and Conn Klipp with dog, 
Jasmine
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: David Ankeny david2casta2021@yahoo.com
Secretary: Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Directors: Ricardo Gonzales rgonz2016@gmail.com
 Shelly Lethiot shelly2casta@gmail.com
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

Calsense
Earlier this year, the Board approved 

the installation of a new central wa-
ter system called Calsense. It was 
completely installed on July 29. This 
system will be controlled by weather 
stations that change the watering times 
daily as the length of day, and all other 
weather-related information, is gath-
ered. Evapotranspiration, ETO, is the 
calculation that the computer uses to 
replace water in the soil daily. For ex-
ample, on a long hot day in the summer 
the ETO may be one-quarter inch. The 
next day the computer will recalculate 
all valve run times and replace the 
one-quarter inch lost by increasing the 
valve run times. This is an incredible 
feat that would be difficult for a human 
to achieve.

Swimming/Walking 
in Pool at Rec Ctr 1

Swim or Walk in the pool for 
your 45-minute pool time. 

Your pool appointments can be 
made on dwellinglive.com or by 
contacting Rec Ctr 1. Walking 
is fine, you don’t have to swim. 
Come have fun between 8 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Reservations are made seven 
days in advance.

those response limitations.

During the open forum portion of 
board meetings, members may ask 
questions, but the board’s ability to 
answer them is limited by statute. As 
provided for in Civil Code §4930(b), 
boards may:

•  Briefly respond to statements made 
or questions posed;

•  Ask a question for clarification, 
make a brief announcement, or 
make a brief report on the person’s 
own activities, whether in response 
to questions posed by a member 
or based upon the person’s own 
initiative.

In late July the Board held a Zoom 
joint meeting with the Reserve Com-
mittee and our Reserve analyst, Sean 
Anderson. The final Reserve portion 
of the CdS 2021 budget was finalized 
in early August. This September the 
Board will also hold a joint Zoom 
meeting with the Budget and Finance 
Committee covering our Operational 
Budget. The final 2021 CdS Budget 
will be voted on at the October Board 
meeting. The Board will continue to 
hold all of its meetings via Zoom. I 
wish to thank our Reserve and Budget 
and Finance Committees for their ded-
ication in helping to prepare the 2021 
CdS budget.

Alert: This is a reminder to all Casta 
residents with pets to be on the lookout 
for coyotes. We are now in September, 
but the fact remains that our neighbor-
hoods are still being visited by coyotes. 
If you enjoy walking in or outside of 
our community, please be vigilant of 
our native animal population and keep 
yourself and your pets safe.

due to the closures of the clubhouses. 
As General Manager, I want to inform 
residents that we are seeing vendor 
rates holding as they were prior to the 
pandemic or rising. We are not seeing 
much lowering of expenses with some 
small exceptions, such as the clubhouse 
utilities.

In April you should have received an 
audit report that details the different 
line items of the budget and how and 
where your dues are spent on a monthly 
and annual basis. This is being pointed 
out so there is no confusion about how 
important it is that we all keep our asso-
ciation dues current. Failure to pay the 
assessments and HOA bills threaten the 
financial integrity of your association. 
Your Board has a fiduciary duty to keep 
our HOA operational, which includes 
paying utility bills, gate service fees, 
maintenance costs, insurance, trash 
pickup, landscape costs, salaries, etc. 
Many items in the budget are contrac-
tual agreements between the HOA and 
vendors, and a lack of payment would 
lead to legal issues and result in certain 
services not being performed.

The Board is aware that the closure of 
most of the amenities in the community 
deprives us of their use, and we all hope 
this is not a long-term situation. We 
are in this together, and together we 
do our best to maintain the integrity 
and quality of our community, prevent 
deterioration, and avoid impacting our 
property values and our quality of life. 
Thank you for your continued support 
of the Casta del Sol Homeowners’ 
Association.

2021 Budget Meeting
Casta is currently in the budget prepa-

ration period for 2021. If you want 
to hear more about the 2021 budget, 
please plan on attending the all-day 
budget meeting on September 14 that 
will be held by teleconference. An 
eblast with login information will be 
sent out closer to the meeting.

Free Shredding Event
There will be a free shredding event 

held at the Mission Viejo City Hall 
parking lot at 200 Civic Center, Mis-
sion Viejo on Saturday, September 12 
from 9 to 11 a.m. This is an opportunity 
to shred old documents and any infor-
mation you don’t want shared.

Water times and days are subject to 
change by the computer program and 
not by owners’ requests. With almost 
4,500 valves going off nightly, the 
computer is trying to get the watering 
within the SMWD water window, 
while also maintaining adequate pres-
sure, flow and gallons per minute. 
There are 1,362 inches of dedicated 
irrigation water meters and a maze of 
pipes underground. These meters are 
completely separate from the home 
water meters.

The Association applied for a rebate 
for the new system and we anticipate 
receiving that rebate later in the year. 
With rising water costs and demands to 
reduce water consumption by the water 
districts, it is the goal of the Board of 
Directors and Greenbelt Committee to 
meet this challenge.
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**This is an abridged version of the July 2020 Treasurer’s Report. For the 
complete report, refer to castadelsol.com, recreation center bulletin boards, 
or the eblast that comes out shortly after the Board meeting.

July 31, Treasurer’s Report
August 20, 2020

Total HOA assets as of July 31 are $5,583,537.01, which includes the following:

•  Operating cash as of July 31 is $1,350,460.52. This balance includes 
$598,028.82 of cash, $449,821.70 of funds invested in a money market ac-
count, and $300,000.00 invested in 3 CDs (interest rates 1.55-1.60%).

•  Reserve Fund balance as of July 31 is $4,024,987.93. This balance includes 
$2,080,946.51 invested in a money market account, $2,000,000.00 invested in 
10 CDs (interest rates 1.60-2.60%) and a due to operating cash of $70,767.83.

•  Capital fund balance as of July 31 is $73,347.46. The fund increases $1,927.00 
per month by budgeting $1.00 per month per residence plus interest. As 
of July 31 there have been no expenditures. Approved Capital for 2020 is 
$274,404.24 of which $201,056.78 is unfunded.

The total outstanding accounts receivable for the month is $49,938.91. This 
is a decrease of 15.67% from June. The reduction is mainly the result of the 
payment of a past due debt of about $5,500.00. In an effort to prepare for the 
possibility of future uncollectible debts we are adjusting the bad debt reserve 
monthly, rather than quarterly, as it was done in the past and it currently stands 
at $28,563.78. This change was made to compensate for the hard times that 
have impacted the country as a result of COVID-19.

Income:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $5,397,685.56 $5,362,615.65 $35,069.91

The budget overage is mainly the result of un-budgeted interest income.

General & Administration:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $591,297.50 $671,388.65 ($80,091.15)

All of the accounts that make up this category are under budget with the ex-
ception of Coupon Books that are over budget by $244.74. COVID-19 expenses 
for the year are $3,327.25. This is an un-budgeted expense and we expect this 
to grow as we move through this pandemic.

Land Maintenance Greenbelt:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $1,560,933.02 $1,638,982.17 ($78,049.15)

Most of the accounts in this category are under budget with the exception of 
Seasonal Planting, which is over budget by $7,309.37. Currently this account 
has spent 64.42% of its annual budget. Since Land Maintenance ended 2019 well 
over budget, we are keeping a close watch on all expenditures in this category.

Recreation & Lifestyle:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $196,388.56 $230,880.72 ($34,492.16)

As one might expect, this category is under budget and the driving factor is 
Employee Salaries. The reduction is related to COVID-19. At the same time, 
Repairs & Maintenance is over budget by about $11K due to catch-up main-
tenance that was done during the shutdown.

Repairs & Maintenance:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $147,618.44 $164,604.86 ($16,986.42)

While this category overall is under budget for the month, there is one account 
that is significantly over budget. The Rodent Contract line item is over budget 
by $5,813.69. This is the result of us going to a new vendor that had to set up 
several hundred new rodent bait stations, while the previous vendor removed 
the old bait stations.

Traffic Control:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $423,466.93 $433,375.11 ($9,908.18)

A general reduction in gate computer supplies and gate repairs has caused 
this category to remain under budget. Continued on page 4

Board Meeting Highlights
August 20, 2020

•  Board Treasurer Randy Thompson’s financial reports were accepted as 
presented. (See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  The Board approved an update to the Preliminary Guidelines for the Club-
house/Common Area due to COVID-19 Version 4. The update extends 
the hours of the swimming pool at Rec Ctr 1 on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday until 8 p.m. Pool use is by reservation only. The Board also approved 
doubles play for all paddle/racquet sports.

•  Approved the replacement of the spike units at gates 1 and 4 by California 
Gate Systems (CGSystems) in the amount of $12,984.69.

•  Approved a proposal from Santa Margarita Plumbing (SMP) for repairing 
the sewer line at 23601 Via Storni due to common area tree roots for clearing 
the line, hydro-jetting the line, relining the line, and installing a new cleanout 
for a total of $11,793.

•  Approved the proposal from SMP for repairing the sewer line at 23276 
Villena due to common area tree roots for clearing, hydro-jetting, relining 
the line and installing a new cleanout for a total of $7,811.

•  Approved a proposal from Vasin Sign Solutions for new traffic signs at each 
gate for a total amount of $1,835.38. Current signs did not have any tow 
company information listed required to tow under the vehicle code.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported 51 delinquent accounts for a total 
of $44,344.29 as of the end of July. There is a request to record liens on 
several of the properties with four more to be requested soon.

•  Landscape Supervisor Bill Thornton reported that the irrigation system is 
complete. Staff has submitted the project to the Metropolitan Water District 
for a rebate. Pac West is working on two trees to be removed at Rec Ctr 2 
that are damaging sidewalks and the tennis courts.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported that Maintenance Supervisor Ed 
Pedroncelli is recovering and may be able to return to work in September. 
Powerstone has hired a Maintenance Coordinator, Lando Fajardo. Josh 
thanked Facilities Co-Chairs Bryan Spafford and Earl Denos for their work 
to keep maintenance projects moving forward during Ed’s absence.

•  Bryan and Earl gave the maintenance report in Ed’s absence. The asphalt 
project is moving along as scheduled. Residents have been notified of road 
closures with an insert in the Courier and eblasts. The paint project is on 
schedule for completion by October 1.

•  Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich reported the staff is processing new 
residents virtually in most cases, but in person as needed. She reported that 
residents could make pool reservations through Dwelling Live. Contact the 
office to sign up for this service. She asked that if residents cannot use the 
pool time they reserved, please call the office to cancel, so another resident 
can use that slot.

• The office and pool will be closed for Labor Day, September 7.

•  There will be an all-day budget meeting on September 14.

The next Regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on Sep-
tember 17 by teleconference at 1 p.m. The next Workshop meeting will be 
held on September 3 at 9 a.m. by teleconference.

Fran Morgan
Courier Chair

Defibrillators at Both Recreation Centers
Casta has automated external defibrillators, AEDs, located at both Rec Ctr 

1 and Rec Ctr 2 near the pool areas. AEDs are devices that give an electric 
shock to a person’s heart in order to make it beat normally again, especially 
after a heart attack. AEDs are designed for use by untrained or briefly trained 
people. They contain technology for analysis of heart rhythm. As a result, 
it does not require a trained health provider to determine whether or not a 
rhythm is able to be shocked. Casta also has emergency phones at each pool 
area. The phones are red and for emergency use only. Any questions, please 
call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 455-4681.
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July 31, Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 3

Utilities:
 Actual Budget Variance
 $679,256.20 $655,775.62 $23,480.58

The unfavorable amount in utilities is because water is over budget by 
$45,268.43. Gas and electricity expenses continue to run below budget due 
to the COVID-19 shutdown.

Treasurer’s Comments:
The end of July finds us with a surplus of $313,355.29. I anticipate that we 

will work down this balance in the coming months as we have entered the 
water usage season. As of today, the forecast is for us to end the year with 
a surplus of $194,236.00 when we apply budget to the balance of the year. 
While I believe at this time we will end the year with a surplus, I think it will 
be well below the $194K that is predicted.

Upon motion duly made and seconded August 20, 2020, the Board approves 
the July 31, 2020 financial statement, this Treasurer’s report and ratifies the 
review by the individual Board Members, as well as all transfers of funds 
made in this period and reflected in the financial statements.

Respectfully submitted,
Randy Thompson, Treasurer

 
Casta del Sol Asphalt Project

For information on Casta’s 2020 Asphalt Project, please see the Mainte-
nance Report on page 10.
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Nancy Cunningham, Traffic Co-Chair
Continued from page 1

Casta residents. Residents get cited and 
fined for not obeying Traffic vehicle 
codes and Casta Rules and Regulations. 
The 25-mph speed limit seems to an-
noy those who feel the importance of 
arriving at a destination faster. People 
living near Gates 3 and 4 want vendors 
to be able to use those gates, as well 
as Gates 1 and 2. Residents complain 
more curbs need to be painted red so 
they can make safer turns out of cul-de-
sacs. Others want more parking spaces, 
fewer red curbs. Just being cited and 
fined infuriates some residents.

Nancy and the other nine members of 
the Traffic Committee understand the 
frustrations felt by residents. Members 
live in close proximity to all four gates, 
so each has an understanding of the 
unique challenges residents face with 
gate use.

However, they realize this is an older 
community, with people who don’t 
always walk or react quickly, and no 
cross walks. This means it is even more 
important that people follow the speed 
limit. All members feel that residents 
need to drive to protect each other.

If you would like to discuss Traffic 
Committee rules or actions, Nancy or 
Fred would be happy to talk with you. 
Their numbers are listed in the Casta 
directory.

 

Report Suspicious Activity
If you observe suspicious activity, please call 911 or the non-emergency 

police department number at 770-6011. If it is a non-emergency and you be-
lieve the HOA patrol service should be notified, don’t hesitate contacting the 
Association Post Commander, Carlos Rios, at 837-7640. If it is after hours, 
contact Gate 1 at 455-4674 and they will send a patrol officer to your area.
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This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. Surterre Properties® DRE#01778230

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com

JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com

Boker is a highly qualified, detail-oriented professional skilled in navigating 
and negotiating the most difficult real estate transactions. Adherence to the 
law and attention to your needs ensures a smooth and timely transaction.

Jaye has tremendous energy and is meticulous in all she does. She listens 
intently and has an uncanny empathy for the needs of her clients. She works 
closely with them to ensure a smooth and trouble-free experience.

JAYE YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
BSBM (Bachelor of Science in Business Management)
SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)
Notary Public

BOKER YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
GRI (Graduate of the Real Estate Institute)
CPRES (Certified Probate Real Estate Specialist)

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 · Customized Listing & Sales Programs
 · No-Cost “BPO” Property Evaluation
 · First-Time Buyers & Financing Programs
 · Short Sale Specialists
 · Foreclosure Specialists
 · Distressed Properties - 203K (Renovation) Loans
 · Investment Properties - 1 to 4 Units
 · Luxury Real Estate - Surterre Best Buy Program

SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 · Downsizing & Relocation
 · Relocation to Assisted Living
 · Whole-House Clean-Out & “Get Ready” Services
 · Donation Coordination
 · Staging for Best Showing & Quick Sale
 · No-Cost Cardboard Boxes
 · No-Cost Consultation for Families

CERTIFIED PROBATE REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 · Court-Approved Sales
 · Special Services for Administrators & Executors
 · Experienced in Family Trusts
 · Conservatorships / Guardianships

AFFILIATE MEMBER PROFESSIONAL  
FIDUCIARY ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA
 · Special Services for PFAC Members - Repairs, 
      Prep-for-Sale, Bring-Up-to-Code Standards
 · Whole-House Clean-Out & “Get Ready” Services
 · Staging for Best Showing & Quick Sale
 · No-Cost Cardboard Boxes for Packing

C U S TO M I Z E D  S E RV I C E S

DRE#01362392

DRE#01434016

T H E  R E A L E S TAT E  M A R K E T I S  S T I L L  ACTIVE
Despite the current health conditions, housing activity is still trending upwards. 

You would think during today’s health climate real estate sales would plummet.  
However, due to a lack of inventory and low interest rates for buyers,  
prices are still trending upwards and record sales are still happening.  
These conditions will not last forever of course, but right now is actually  
a great time to list your home if you are thinking of selling. 

We Love Our Casta Del Sol Friends & Family
Your safety is our #1 priority, so please contact us today to see what  
precautions we take while helping our clients.
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Collecting Miniatures Inspires Creativity
Continued from page 1

“I particularly 
like the scales 
because they 
symbolize bal-
ance, harmony 
and fairness,” 
she said.

Debra comes 
from a family of 
collectors. Her 
mother collect-
ed many things 
during her life-
time including Hummel figurines. Her 
sister and more recently her brother 
also enjoy collecting. When Debra’s 
daughter was 10, they built and fur-
nished a dollhouse.

Since moving to Casta del Sol four 
years ago, Debra has become an active 
participant with The Casta Courier 
(secretary and feature writer), as well 
as being secretary for the Baby Boom-

ers Club, Paddle Tennis Club, and the 
Variety Club (where her professional 
dance skills shine). She also takes 
Saddleback College emeritus classes, 
is learning to tap dance, and somehow 
finds time to scrapbook.

Albert Einstein tells us, “Creativity 
is intelligence having fun.” If that’s so, 
then Debra Friedman has been having 
lots of fun.

 

Report Mosquito Activity
Every year it is important to be aware of mosquito breeding areas. You should 

check around your home for standing water and remove it. Also, please report 
mosquito activity to the OC Vector Control at 654-2412.
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

September 2020
Allen, Kristi ......................................28281 Alava ..........................878-6830

 Mission Viejo, CA

Arnold, Richard & Deborah .............Unlisted ....................... (858) 602-8779

 San Diego, CA

Barbera, Leslee ................................23851 Villena.............. (909) 266-7899

 Tustin, CA

Belinder, Patricia & Frank ...............23681 Via Garfias ....... (714) 614-5826

 Fullerton, CA

Corral, Jesse .....................................Unlisted .................................874-3210

 Laguna Niguel, CA

Cotton, Lynette ................................23851 Villena........................422-0122

 Banning, CA

Fak, Carol .........................................23448 El Greco ........... (773) 318-5409

 Palatine, IL

Fratt, Lora ........................................23662 Villena..........................Unlisted

 Ladera Ranch, CA

Hargrove, Bill & Sherry ...................28292 Las Casas ......... (858) 336-5369

 San Diego, CA

Krass, Dennis & Carolyn .................23226 Villena.............. (415) 254-5658

 Prescott, AZ

Lake, Amy & Fred ...........................27700 Calle Valdes ..... (516) 263-6018

 Syosset, NY

Lavigne, Arleen ................................28012 Via Castro ..................446-6304

 Anaheim, CA

Lawrence, Rochelle & Anthony ......23641 Via Ventura ................292-8679

 Mission Viejo, CA

Temple, Bill & Carol .......................27902 Via Torroba ................939-8288

   ..............................................939-8289

 Mission Viejo, CA

Ullstrom, Peter .................................27872 Calle Marin ...... (415) 205-1121 

 Mission Viejo, CA

Weiss, Lois .......................................28032 Via Bonalde ...............636-0757

 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
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Continued on page 12

Architectural
We are seeing a bit of normalcy 

coming back to Casta del Sol so I am 
optimistic amid the still very present 
pandemic. We are once again receiving 
quite a few Applications for Exterior 
Modification and that is a good thing, 
however it seems that we all need a 
reminder of how to complete them. 
We receive upward of a hundred ap-
plications a month, so it is important 
that you complete the entire application 
- that means every line - and that you 
give us all the information we need to 
review it. Although you know what 
your project will look like, complete 
your application as if you were telling 
someone for the first time what you are 
going to do. Put together your samples 
and pictures just as if you were walking 
someone through your project. That 

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

2020 Asphalt
Project

The asphalt project began in August 
and is projected to finish in September. 
Homeowners received notifications of 
street closures and maps indicating the 
schedule for each area of construction. 
An insert was included with the August 
Courier for your reference. Additional 
information will come by eblasts as 
needed. 

Marsha Klipp —
The Monarch Butterfly Lady and the Atrium
Continued from page 1

help to her. The reason she raises and 
releases butterflies, is that the survival 
rate from egg to butterfly in the wild is 
less than five percent. With a protected 
environment, survival rates can go up 
to 80 percent.

She uses the atrium in her home to 
nurture eggs, caterpillars and, ultimate-
ly, Monarchs. When I was at Marsha 
and Conn’s house to do my interview, 
I was blessed to be on hand for the 
release of three butterflies. I got to cup 
one in my hand and release it into the 
air.

What can you do to help in this effort? 
Marsha offers, “I hope residents plant 
native milkweed around their homes 
and gardens to give a place for these 

butterflies to lay their eggs.” Milkweed 
is the only thing that young caterpillars 
can consume, and native milkweed 
works best. Check your local nurseries 
for Native Milkweed.

If you are interested in raising Mon-
arch Butterflies, Marsha suggests this 
book, How to Raise Monarch Butter-
flies – A step-by-step guide, by Carol 
Pasternak. You can also join the Face-
book group mentioned.

Do you have an atrium? Have you 
done anything special with it? Maybe 
we could feature you in a future edi-
tion of the Courier. If you have such 
a project, contact Sara Henninger at 
303-8195 or sarahenninger@cox.net.

For your reference, Via Albeniz, 
from Jeronimo to Gate 2, will be closed 
Tuesday, September 1 until Friday, 
September 4. Gate 2 will be closed 
during these dates. Rec Ctr 2 will be 
open for residents’ use during these 
dates, however there will be no vehicle 
access. Residents will have to walk 
down the maintenance yard ramp on 
Calle Valdes for access to Rec Ctr 2, 
across from 27750 Calle Valdes. 

Additionally, Via Granados and 
Calendula will be closed for seal coat 
work from Wednesday, September 16 
to Friday, September 18.

CdS Annual Paint Project
The annual painting project is under-

way with Pilot Painting & Construc-

tion. The process consists of power 
washing, trenching around the founda-
tion, scraping, wire brushing, and any 
caulking necessary to prepare for paint 
application. This is normally a two- to 
three-day job per home depending on 
the condition of the wood and stucco 
surfaces.

Please go to Rec Ctr 1 to review the 
color palette books and complete a Col-
or Change Request form. Remember 
that any color requiring two coats over 
your existing colors will have an addi-
tional cost payable by the homeowner 
directly to the painting contractor.

Home Painting Information
Please refer to section 3.07 of the 

CC&Rs and 9.0 Exterior Paint of the 
Architectural Rules and Guidelines 
to understand the homeowner’s re-
sponsibility for the repair of all wood 
surfaces of their property prior to the 
painting of the dwelling. Pilot Painting 
will provide a proposal to make all 
said repairs, but homeowners may also 
use a contractor of their choosing. Be 

advised that if the wood is not repaired 
and primed at the time of painting, Pilot 
Painting will charge the homeowner 
directly to come back to the property 
to touch up the repaired area.

Residents can contact Pilot Painting 
directly at 714-229-5900 or 714-392-
4865 with any questions about painting 
or repair to the home.

As always, if you have questions 
about any maintenance or construction 
projects, please contact Maintenance 
Services by phone or email. We spend 
half our time in the field, so to ensure 
clarity of your reported issue and a 
quicker response, email is the best way 
to get a hold of us.

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com, 

215-1955
Lando Fajardo,

Maintenance Coordinator,
lfajardo@powerstonepm.com,

215-3146

is what you are doing when you are 
completing the application, walking us 
through your project.

Last month we received several 
applications that were delayed due to 
incomplete information. To complete 
your application, we need a model plan 
of your dwelling with highlighted loca-
tions of your changes. We must have 
all applicable sizes on the application. 
We need photos, brochures, samples 
of fabric, paint, brick, roof tile, or 
anything else that will help us see your 
complete project.

Incomplete applications delay ap-
proval which means delayed projects 
(no happy faces in that statement). 
Complete applications get the job done!
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison
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Travel
Here it is September and still no news 

when the COVID-19 lockdown will 
end or even ease up. We all need to be 
patient, protect ourselves and others 
by wearing our masks at all times, and 
sanitize often. My gut feeling is maybe 
after the first of the year we might see 
some changes. Even then, I doubt if the 
Travel Committee will be planning any 
trips or activities.

Thank you all again for your patience. 
On behalf of the Travel Team, stay safe 
and healthy!

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

Reserve Study
The Reserve Study Committee met 

almost every Friday during June and 
July to develop the Committee’s ver-
sion of the 2021 Reserve Study. We 
submitted the results of those meetings 
to Sean Andersen, our professional 
reserve analyst and he, in turn, issued 
the first draft of the 2021 Reserve Study 
(dated July 19, 2020).

On July 24, the Board, the Committee 
and Sean met at a joint Committee and 
Board meeting to review Sean’s data 
in his first draft report and to discuss 
additional new information. Based on 
the results of that meeting, Sean issued 
a new version of the Reserve Study 
during the early part of August. The 
Committee reviewed that version and 
a recommendation by the Committee 
was submitted to the Board.

Arthur Rosen, Chair, 454-8762
Randy Thompson, Liaison

Traffic
This July there were 28,911 guest en-

tries into the community. These entries 
included guests, contractors, vendors, 
and caregivers, etc. Residents are re-
sponsible for notifying their guests, 
contractors, and vendors to follow the 
Rules and Regulations for operating a 
vehicle within our community. These 
include maintaining a speed limit of 25-
mph, stopping at appropriate locations, 
parking only next to curbs with side-

Welcome
Under normal circumstances, mem-

bers of the Welcome Committee 
would be arranging home visits with 
newcomers to Casta del Sol. With that 
not possible for now, our members are 
contacting newcomers to let them know 
that a packet of informative materials 
about the community can be delivered 
to their front door. Outdoor visits with 
masks and social distancing can also be 
arranged if mutually agreeable. Expect 
a call from one of our friendly mem-
bers and, in the meantime, Welcome to 
Casta del Sol from all of us!

Priscilla Tripp, Chair,
ptripp1@gmail.com

Shelly Lethiot, Liaison

Budget and Finance
We are in the process of developing 

the Casta del Sol budget for 2021. An 
all-day budget meeting with the Board 
of Directors will be held on Septem-
ber 14 at 9 a.m. Due to COVID-19, 
the meeting will most likely be on 
Zoom. Are you concerned about your 
dues? You are welcome to listen to 
this meeting to learn about the budget 
process and understand what the num-
bers represent. An eblast will be sent 
out before the meeting with additional 
information.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. Please join us! The 
Budget and Finance Committee meets 
regularly on the third Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m. in the Vista Room 
(social distancing and masks required).

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336
Randy Thompson, Liaison 

Greenbelt
Two of Greenbelt Committee’s 

(GBC) pre-approved projects have 
been installed: (1) street trees addi-
tions located on Sarasate, and (2) a 
partial slope area upgrade on Herrera 
including addition of trees, shrubs, and 
ground-cover plantings.

The Calsense Irrigation Controller 
System installation was divided into 
four phases. All four phases have 
been completed. Casta del Sol is now 
applying for a rebate from Santa Mar-
garita Water District. It takes a few 
months to adjust our new system for 
good water coverage. If you notice an 
area that is too dry, don’t hesitate to 

Facilities
Facilities would like to thank the 

residents for their understanding and 
patience during the 2020 asphalt 
construction project on Azorin, and 
especially those residents on Zurburan, 
Via Murillo and Via Tirso. Thank you 
so much!

Just a reminder to all residents that 
Gate 2 (Via Albeniz) will be closed 
from Jeronimo to Via Granados from 
Tuesday, September 1 to Friday, Sep-
tember 4. There will be no vehicle 
access. Residents will have to walk 
down the maintenance yard driveway 
on Calle Valdes for access to Rec Ctr 2.

Via Granados and Calendula and 
their cul-de-sacs will be seal-coated 
from Wednesday, September 16 to 
Friday, September 18. There will be 

some closures to allow the seal material 
to dry.

Pilot Painting, our contractor, com-
pleted 42 homes in August and their 
plan is to paint the remaining 23 homes 
in this year’s contract during Septem-
ber. Residents have been very satisfied 
with our painting process this year.

Facilities has approved a committee 
recommendation for Antis Roofing to 
inspect, clean and repair all our asso-
ciation building roofs, including gate 
houses. Between leaves and broken 
tiles, it is necessary to get this work 
done before the rainy season begins.

Facilities is also investigating our 
perimeter chain-link fencing that needs 
repair or replacement. We are soliciting 
bids from four fencing contractors and 
will evaluate and compare their pricing 
based on our scope of work. More in-
formation to follow.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

contact PacWest (PWLC-1) and they 
will check that area.

Our sub-committee for the 2021 Re-
serve Study has completed our budget. 
Preliminary discussions for next year’s 
Operation Budget line items are in 
progress.

Two new contracts for 2021 are still 
under review by the GBC: (1) PWLC-1 
has been approved to continue a three-
year contract, and (2) Great Scott Tree 
Service’s three-year contract is pending 
final approval.

The GBC meets on the second Tues-
day of the month at 9 a.m. Temporarily, 
our meetings are being held outdoors 
near the Fountain Area located at Val-
des and CdS Drive. Come join us and 
learn about the future improvements 
and projects being planned in our 
community. Our meetings are open to 
all residents.

If you see any items that need our 
attention, please do not hesitate to call 
PWLC 1 at 583-2705 and ask for a 
Landscape Maintenance Request.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013
Ricardo Gonzales, Liaison

walks, and not parking in cul-de-sacs. 
Contractors doing work should park 
in the driveway or next to a curb with 
a sidewalk; this rule is to allow ease 
of access for residents and emergency 
vehicles.

Remember, residents receive citations 
when their guests are in violation of 
community traffic Rules and Regula-
tions. Residents are notified of issued 
traffic citations, including the appro-
priate fines, by the HOA Management 
and have the option of paying the fine 
or, if desired, meeting with the Board of 
Directors to contest the citation; appear-
ance before the BoD is not mandatory.

Traffic Committee meetings are held 
on the first Monday of the month at 9 
a.m. in the Vista Room and are limited 
to no more than ten people in atten-
dance. Co-Chairs will answer any ques-
tions you have regarding traffic matters 
or interest in becoming a member on 
the committee.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair,
367-6671

David Ankeny, Liaison
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Canine Companions
We believe in socializing our dogs as 

well ourselves. 

We have been told that dogs are like 
kids if they don’t have friends. Howev-
er, the stronger the attachment between 
a dog and its owner, the more likely it 
is to behave in a socially dependent 
way by relinquishing its powers of 
independent thought and action but 
at the same time drawing feelings of 
emotional comfort and safety from the 
presence of familiar humans.

So, it should not be surprising to find 
that the company of humans is quite 
sufficient to keep a dog happy. The 
company of other dogs, while often 
pleasant and fun for the dog, is not 
really necessary.

None of this should be taken to mean 
that dogs cannot form close friendships 
and strong bonds with other dogs, as we 
do with one another. Stay safe and well.

Tom Brockmiller, 412-1083

Casta Chorus
The members of the newly formed 

Casta Chorus love singing. At our sec-

Ceramics
Did you ever think that being a 

member of the Ceramics Club makes 

Baby Boomers
The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 

Club is renowned for entertaining and 
exhilarating parties with live music, 
plentiful dancing, and exceptional food. 
We enjoy offering a different theme 
each month which is reflected in our 
flyers, décor, cuisine, and attire. If you 
are just interested in delectable food, 
catching up with friends, and listening 
to live music, you will enjoy our parties. 
Many of our members also love danc-
ing. Our bands and musical performers 
play a range of music to suit different 
tastes in dancing.

When it is safe and appropriate, our 
parties will resume. As soon as we have 
approval, we will be ready to roll out a 
fabulous celebration.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until the 

HOA says it is safe to assemble again. 
Any resident of Casta del Sol or any 
guest who has an interest in participat-
ing in the study of the Bible is welcome 
to join us. This is an active group of 
folks from different churches. Our 
studies are varied, but always Bible-ori-
ented. We examine and/or question the 
study of the day, but always keep the 
discussion on topic and from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
“What’s in a name? That which we 

call a rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet.” Bill Shakespeare im-
plies names are arbitrary labels. That’s 
not true today, especially in sports. 
Basketball has Earvin “Magic” John-
son and Kobe “The Black Mamba” 
Bryant. In boxing you’ll find “Mar-
velous” Marvin Hagler and Thomas 
“Hitman” Hearns. Billiards would also 
not be the same without nicknames. 
They usually derive from the players 
physical attributes or playing ability. 
The billiards renowned stars include 
Jeanette “The Black Widow” Lee, 
because few survive when they come 
to her table and Efren “The Magician” 
Reyes because he is a wizard with a 
cue stick.

Bridge
All the bridge groups and other 

clubs at CdS are still sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus as of today, August 
4. We are frustrated by our inability 
to meet with our bridge family. A 
few of us have been playing bridge 
on our computers and iPads over 
the internet. A free site to join is at 
www.bridgebase.com. You can prac-
tice solo any time, or with strangers 
and friends. You can see how your 
contracts compare in history to others 
who have played the same hands. The 
people I play with often agree that 20 
hands is sufficient for about an hour 
and a half of play. Cathy and I lost 
miserably to Adam and Caryl last 
Sunday. If you use bridgebase, drop 
me a line with your unique username 
and email or phone number. Perhaps 
we can connect to play. My username 
is TIM_A_M.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

So, now you know you need a nick-
name. Email it to me and tell me why 
you picked it. The most creative one 
will get a personalized official CdS 
Billiards Club tee-shirt with their nick-
name emblazoned across the front with 
an appropriate graphic.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

ond meeting, we elected Carol Burke 
as our Musical Director. Carol attended 
the Conservatory of Music at Wheaton 
College in Illinois. This expertise gives 
Carol the musical background to be an 
excellent director.

As a longtime member of Sweet Ade-
lines International, Jacqueline Tutton’s 
contribution as co-director is to make 
schedules, promote our Chorus, and 
encourage prospective members. 

We are happy to share our upcom-
ing rehearsal schedule and activities. 
Please include your information in an 
email to us. We look forward to singing 
with you.

Jacqueline Tutton,
jacsing14@gmail.com
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - September 2020 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  9 a.m. Budget &
                            Finance

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance

10 a.m. Welcome

 12  7   9

  9:30 a.m. Courier
                       Committee

  8

  9 a.m. Greenbelt
  9 a.m. Traffic

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F

Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                         Meeting

  5

  6

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

 10

 26

  9 a.m. Facilities

 27

 13

 20

 18

 28  29 Meetings & events
 30

  4  2

10 a.m. Library

 1

  1 p.m. Architectural

  3

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

Labor Day
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Turf Replacement Projects Result in Savings
By Fran Morgan, photos by Jeff McCoy

Casta del Sol is known for its park-
like setting with its greenbelts, 

trees, and colorful plantings providing 
a beautiful backdrop to our commu-
nity. However, with the cost of water 
becoming a major item in Casta’s 
budget and water rates rising each 
year, it makes sense to contain costs 
by replacing turf with drought tolerant 
plants and hardscaping in some areas 
where appropriate. Hardscaping in-
cludes dry-creek beds, boulders, rocks, 
and walkways. These projects can be 
seen throughout Casta, at each entry 
gate as well as in narrow strips where 
drought-tolerant projects are more suit-
able and cost effective than turf.

For several years Casta has been par-
ticipating in the turf removal program 
sponsored by the Metropolitan Water 
District of Orange County (MWDOC) 
and the Santa Margarita Water District 
(SMWD). In 2019, Casta received a 
rebate of $95,000 for replacing lawns 
and greenbelts throughout Casta. The 
project required a watershed approach 
feature. The option that was selected 
by Casta del Sol was a dry-creek bed.

One such project can be seen at the 
corner of Calle Marin at Calle Val-
des. The area was graded to divert 
the water coming down the slope to 
the dry creek bed. The dry riverbed is 
permeable, causing water to seep down 
into the ground, thereby replenishing 
the ground-water aquifer. Directing 
the water to the dry creek bed keeps it 
from flowing to the street gutter, which 
drains to the ocean. The purpose of 
this type of project, known as ocean 
friendly gardening, is to keep pollution 
and pesticides from waterways and the 
ocean.

As plants are selected for these 
projects, drought-tolerant species are 
chosen to save water. Many people 
think drought-tolerant plants mean 
cacti. The project at Calle Valdes and 
Calle Marin uses Dietes (Fortnight 
Lilies), Dwarf Lantana, Carissa, and 
Variegated Pittosporum, which provide 
colorful blooms. The dry-creek project 
outside the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1 
is surrounded by Agapanthus and Birds 
of Paradise, which provide colorful 
blooms several times a year.

Rocks, dry-creek beds, and walkways 
have their own serene beauty. These 

Cathy McCoy, enjoying the early morning serenity of 
the new Marin/Calle Valdes park.

projects not only 
save water, but they 
save money on fer-
tilizer, mowing and 
weeding. We hope 
you enjoy the beauty 
of these water-sav-
ing landscape areas 
throughout Casta del 
Sol.

Garden Creek Bed Garden Creek Bed

Marin Creek Bed

Marin Creek Bed
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CLUBS & ACTIVITIES

Vegetable Garden
The photo contest that was an-

nounced in last months’ article has 
been postponed due to COVID-19. 
Gardeners are encouraged to continue 
taking pictures. If you would like other 
gardeners to ooooh and ahhh over your 
prize vegetables, go ahead and hang 

Heritage Garden
The Heritage Garden Club’s first 

meeting of the club year should take 
place in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 
2 on September 17, starting at 9:30 a.m. 
But in the event that COVID-19 is still 
keeping meeting rooms closed, we will 
plan to meet in October. We will have 
a full agenda for discussion, featuring 
a plan for a calendar with activities for 
the club year. Old and potential new 
members, please join us.

The intense afternoon summer heat 
has made working in the Heritage 
Garden a real challenge over the past 
couple of months. But if you were still 
visiting the garden at all, you will have 
noticed that several of our dedicated 
volunteers have made a substantial 
impact on maintaining our beautiful 
plantings. Hopefully this fall will bring 
us a much welcome cool-down in 
temperatures and allow us to continue 
garden cleanup and any new plantings.

Thanks to all the donators for your 
continued support of the Heritage 
Garden.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Las Damas
Las Damas Club officers and mem-

bers extend their condolences and 
deepest sympathy to Phyllis Foglesong 
on the recent passing of her husband 
and CdS Board Member, Ron Fogle-
song. Reaching out to each other is 
especially important during these times 
of isolation and physical separation. 

If you, or someone you know, has 
undergone a significant event (illness, 
surgery, death, move, etc.) that you 
wish to make mention of, please con-
tact Elaine Isbell at 916-0632 so that 
members and friends can be advised 
and invited to reach out in support.

The Las Damas officers will meet 
in September to review plans for the 
pending start of the monthly luncheon 
meetings. The luncheons will begin 
when the COVID-19 restrictions are 
lifted from the current Level 2 to 
Level 4.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

Military Veterans
Our Casta del Sol Veterans Club is 

following the rules established by our 
Casta del Sol Board so all club activ-
ities are on hold until we can resume 
meeting again in the Fiesta Room. 

Please remember that September 11 
is Patriot Day in honor of the 2,977 
innocent civilians, military, flight 
crews, and first responders who died 
at the World Trade Center, Pentagon, 
and in rural Pennsylvania on that day. 
We must all remain vigilant and be 
prepared to defend our country against 
all enemies, both foreign and domestic.

We look forward to the time when we 
can resume our social activities again 
and have guest speakers attend our 
club meetings. All Casta veterans are 
welcome as our doors are always open 
if any veteran wants to join our club. 
We hope to see you all again soon.

Bob Casillas, 468-8135

Pinochle
There was no Pinochle in August. 

When play resumes it will be on Friday 
nights in the Heritage Room from 6:30 
to approximately 9 p.m.

Some Pinochle humor:

•  I’d rather lose at Pinochle, than win 
at solitaire.

•  I like coffee, Pinochle, and maybe 
three other people.

•  I only play Pinochle on days that 
end in Y.

•  Life is better when you play Pi-
nochle.

•  Weekend forecast: 100% chance of 
Pinochle and beer.

Variety
Casta del Sol Variety Club members 

enjoy performance arts. Some mem-
bers love to perform – acting, singing, 
dancing, skits, comedy, playing instru-
ments, etc. Other members support the 
on-stage talent by being in the stage 
crew, or helping with décor, refresh-
ments, announcements, ticket sales, 
etc. We encourage newcomers to join 
us and have tons of fun.

As soon as it is safe and appropriate, 
we will start producing live shows. Stay 
tuned for information in the Courier, 
flyers, and eblasts.

Some of our members have been 
entertaining themselves and others as 
well as exercising their creative juices 
by recording on Zoom and posting on 
Facebook and/or YouTube. There are 
four humorous and fun episodes of 
Almost Live with Shirley and Dan on 
YouTube where you will recognize 
friends and neighbors. If you would 
like more information or care to join us, 
contact Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Social Singles
If you are a Casta del Sol resident 

who is single, you are invited to join 
our group. In better times, the Casta 
Social Singles group met on the first 
Thursday of the month at 1 p.m. in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for 
games and socializing, and on the 
third Thursday of the month at 1 p.m. 
at a local restaurant. Occasionally 
we met for potlucks or other events. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Social Singles group has NO games 
or restaurant events planned in Sep-
tember. We are doing small group cul-
de-sac get-togethers. To find out more 
about these, please watch for emails 
from John Consoli or me. We have no 
membership fee. To join the group and 
get on our email list, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Mary Carlson 
(marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Continued on page 17

you part of the glue that keeps all of 
us together during this difficult time? 
I didn’t until a friend mentioned the 
idea to me. When I think about it now, 
I see how important it is that we sup-
port each other and stay glued together 
during this time. Our support for each 
other shows itself when we visit or call 
or offer assistance to each other.

We got together with social dis-
tancing on August 3 by the fountain. 
Everyone enjoyed seeing friends and 
catching up on what was happening 
in their lives. By the time this is pub-
lished, I hope we will have met once or 
twice more. So, be the glue that keeps 
us tied together and keep in touch. Stay 
in contact, it’s important.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Ceramics
Continued from page 13

Cribbage
There was NO Cribbage in August. 

And, there is no trivia. Just some hu-
mor.

•  Cribbage. The most fun you can 
have with your clothes on.

•  Cribbage. Because therapy is ex-
pensive.

•  Life is better when you play Crib-
bage.

•  There are three kinds of players: 
those who can count and those who 
cannot.

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 

in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 
from 6:30 until approximately 8:45 
p.m. However, I don’t know how safe 
it will be when each player touches the 
playing cards. 

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

This virus could last several more 
months. The first game will likely be a 
refresher lesson!

Wayne Block, 916-5387
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Continued on page 18

Vegetable Garden
Continued from page 16

Lawn Bowling
The lawn bowling green is great! 

Come on down to bowl. We provide 
members-only club play on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:30 
until 11 a.m. Members who have made 
a reservation are asked to arrive at 9:15. 
Reservations are offered every Sunday 
for the entire following week. The res-
ervation sheet is posted on the bulletin 
board at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion. 
We are limited to a maximum of ten 
players, so it is first come, first play.

A big Thank You to our members for 
cooperating and complying with the 
COVID-19 restrictions implemented 
by the Casta del Sol Board of Directors. 
Your safety is their concern.

We are not presently holding other 
activities such as club tournaments, our 
annual open house, social events, and 
all ladies’ day events. In addition, we 
are not currently able to provide lessons 
to new bowlers.

Sondra Nelson, 290-4298

Chippers (golf)
All Casta del Sol residents are wel-

come to observe or participate in our 
quarterly Golf Chippers events. When 
the virus goes away, we will schedule 
an event at the golf practice area of 
Rec Ctr 2. Golfing experience is not 
necessary. We can even provide a golf 
club, called a wedge, for you to use. 
Eighteen buckets of golf balls are lined 
up on the artificial turf. We hit five balls 
from each bucket toward a variety of 
targets. Observation is free; participa-
tion costs $5 per person. Please follow 
CdS guidelines to determine when 

Bocce Ball
I just wanted to check in with our 

members to make sure you are staying 
safe and well during these difficult 
times. I have no clue as to when we will 
return to Bocce. I did submit a proposal 
but am sure we will be one of the last 
areas to open. I even wonder if we will 
have a Christmas party. I have a feeling 
we will not be celebrating Christmas 
in December. However, I am bound to 
have a Christmas party. We might have 
to have it in January, February or even 
March, but we are going to eventually 
have a party. Do not put your holiday 
clothes away!

I will keep you posted when we get 
the official okay to resume play. In the 
meantime, I miss our games as well as 
seeing all of you.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

Woodworkers
The Woodworkers Club continues 

to meet weekly outdoors with seating 
appropriately spaced to avoid the 
coronavirus. We have received several 
requests from residents to do some sim-
ple repairs on broken or worn wooden 
keepsakes and small furniture pieces. 
We lack the space and possession of the 
necessary tools to perform any major 
project building or repairs.

Water Exercise
I’m not sure what to write this month. 

This has been a very upsetting year and 
we may or may not be back in the pool 
as we know it. The pool at Rec Ctr 1 
was opened mid-July for lap swimming 
but not for our Water Exercise class - 
yet! The board is hoping and working 
for that to happen. We know it will 
one day. Let’s hope soon. When we 
resume, we will probably be limited 
to the number of residents that can be 
in the pool. When that time comes, we 
will let you know the ground rules and 
we can again have some great exercise 
and a lot of fun.

Our group has been meeting sporadi-
cally at the fountain area to at least keep 
up our friendships. So, watch for a text 
or email and join us in safe distancing 
chats. Stay healthy!

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

your photos on the photo-line in the 
gazebo.

Due to street paving on Albeniz, the 
parking lot at Rec Ctr 2 will be closed 
from Tuesday, September 1 through 
Friday, September 4. For access to 
the garden, park on Calle Valdez and 
walk down the maintenance ramp to 
the garden.

The Club will be holding elections 
for the Executive Council officers this 
fall. Please submit your name and nom-
inations to the Nominating Committee 
by contacting the Chairperson, Carole 
Gish, at carole_gish@sbcgobal.net, 
or dropping it off at the garden area 
mail slot located at the tool shed. The 
deadline is September 25.

Happy gardening!
Lynne Crum, 581-2349

Club members continue to search the 
internet for unusual and unique wood-
working tools, machines, and small to 
moderate sized wood projects that we 
can construct in our garage workshops. 
At our weekly meetings, members 
share printed information and photos 
of the projects and the website location 
as well as discuss any repair requests 
from Casta del Sol residents.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595 5766 

non-resident guests are welcome.

Want to practice? Even during the 
virus, the golf practice area is open 24/7 
for your use at no charge. Of course, 
please observe social distancing and 
wear masks if still required. Holler if 
you need balls or clubs.

Donations of items for our prize table 
are always welcome.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366
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Continued on page 19

Paddle Tennis
Since the end of June when the pad-

dle tennis courts became available for 
limited play, we have had many single 
players and same household couples 

Men’s Golf
The Men’s Golf Club board met on 

August 7 to discuss how to work with 
the golf course and the City of Mission 
Viejo to re-start our normal Wednesday 
morning club play format. The new 
golf course General Manager, Natalie 
Bernal, attended part of the meeting. 
She told us there would be no club 
blocked times until at least September 
and she will be meeting with the city 
soon on establishing club play guide-
lines. One good news report was that 
the new golf carts were scheduled to 
arrive on August 26.

Until we can again have scheduled 
blocked times for our Wednesday 
games, our officers decided to insti-
tute a more flexible club schedule. 
Members will be requested to make 
their own tee times each Wednesday. 
We will set mostly individual compe-
titions, collect scorecards, and publish 
winners.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Pickleball
We are able to play pickleball again 

Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. with some restrictions.

You may only play with other Cas-
ta del Sol residents; no guests are 
allowed. You may only play singles 
unless your partner lives with you and 
the other team consists of a couple who 
live together. You must wear a glove 
on your non-dominant hand to avoid 

enjoying their return to the game. All 
the guidelines that must be adhered to 
are provided on the Casta del Sol web-
site (under Resources) and are posted 
on the outside of the courts. There are 
signup sheets on the bulletin board for 
players to write their names for reser-
vations at a designated date and time.

At some time in the future, when it 
is deemed safe, there will be additional 
opportunities to play during open play 
times, in clinics, and in tournaments. At 
that time, we would like to encourage 
new players to attend clinics consisting 
of lessons and practice on the second 
and fourth Monday of each month at 
4 p.m.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195
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Tennis
The Tennis Club has planned several 

events that we are looking forward to 

Pickleball
Continued from page 18

Some Important 
Rules to Follow
•  No estate, garage, or open 

house sales are allowed in 
Casta.

•  Garage doors left open for an 
extended period of time are 
prohibited.

•  Guests are permitted to reside 
at a resident’s home on a tem-
porary basis which is defined 
as a maximum of 60 days in 
any 12-month period.

Norman Murray Center

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

September Classes
PC Tips and Hints
Photo Transfer to PC 
– Part 3

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell

City Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

touching the ball. When entering or 
leaving the court you must wear a mask 
or maintain social distancing; you may 
remove your mask for play.

You may sign up for the court four 
days ahead; bring your own pen.

The restrooms are open and the pick-
leball courts are almost empty so find 

implementing as soon as the quarantine 
is lifted. The first event will feature 
Harvest, a three-piece acoustic band 
that includes three singers, two acous-
tic guitar players and some acoustical 
background instrumentation. Harvest 
recently performed at A Stone’s Throw 
Winery in San Juan Capistrano. Bring 
your favorite wine, beer or alcoholic 
drink and enjoy some great music with 
friends and neighbors. We’ll have piz-

someone to play with, reserve your 
time, and come on down to play.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Metty Thomason at (714) 325-
3526, or Donna Guild at 446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

za, sandwiches, salad, and dessert that 
is included with the cost.

The courts are now open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The ball machine can be used by those 
who have been trained on its use. Please 
reserve four days in advance.

Fun…Friends…Forever.
Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

The following information is reprint-
ed from the Murray Memo.

Nutrition Resources/Senior Meals

Park-It-Market: Free Mobile Food 
Pantry for Seniors, Fridays, 8 to 9 
a.m.

Pre-bagged groceries will be available 
for pick up with our drive-through-on-
ly service in our parking lot. All new 
participants are required to complete 
a client intake form at the Norman P. 
Murray Community and Senior Center. 

Age Well Senior Services is offering 
a Grab and Go option for our Congre-
gate Meals. You are provided a frozen 
meal along with a cold pack consisting 
of milk, juice, bread, and butter. During 
this crisis, any senior, whether they are 
a registered client or not, has the option 
to order a meal. We still have the two-
day requirement for ordering. If seniors 
require the home-delivery option, you 
would receive one hot meal, frozen 
meal and cold breakfast. For more 

information and to reserve a meal in 
advance, please call 470-3063.

Age Well Senior Services, in coop-
eration with the Community Action 
Partnership of Orange County, also 
distributes nonperishable food items 
to the public once a month. You must 
be a resident of Mission Viejo, Ran-
cho Mission Viejo, or Rancho Santa 
Margarita to participate. Bring proof 
of residency (i.e. driver’s license or 
utility bill). Pre-bagged groceries will 
be available for pick up with our drive-
through-only service in our parking lot. 
Call 470-3063.

For help with COVID-19-related 
issues you may dial 2-1-1, where a 
highly trained information and referral 
specialist will help you to contact the 
most appropriate resources in your 
community. Or, you may call the Or-
ange County Office on Aging Informa-
tion & Assistance at (800) 510-2020.

The Murray Memo is published 
each month, and contains infor-
mation about many additional re-
sources available virtually. If you 
would like to receive The Murray 
Memo by email each month, email 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line.

When connecting your iPhone to 
your PC, touch yes when asked to Al-
low this device to access photos and 
videos. In File Explorer along the left 
side select Apple iPhone, then Internal 
Storage, then DCIM (Digital Camera 
Images). You will now see 100APPLE, 
200APPLE, etc. The higher the number 
the newer the photos. Opening each 
of these folders will display a set of a 
thousand photos/videos. For simplicity, 
just click on the 100Apple folder, and 
while holding down the mouse button, 
drag it to your Pictures folder along the 
left side of the screen and let go. This 
is called Drag and Drop. Everything 
in that folder will be copied to the Pic-
tures folder. Repeat this with any other 
xxxAPPLE folder on your iPhone.

Since there are many Android phone 
manufacturers, the following instruc-
tions may vary. When connecting an 
Android phone, in the notification area, 

find and tap on USB charging this de-
vice. Tap for more options and select 
Transfer files. In your PC’s File Explor-
er, select the phone model along the left 
side, select Internal Shared Storage, 
DCIM, Camera. All your photos and 
videos are now displayed. Along the 
top of the File Explorer screen find and 
click on Select All. Move the mouse to 
any of the photos highlighted, left click 
and hold down and drag to the Pictures 
folder and let go. All will be copied to 
your Pictures folder.

At the top left of the File Explorer 
screen select View and choose your 
preferred style.

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

Our Mission Viejo Assistant City 
Manager, Mr. Keith Rattay, will be 
the guest speaker at our Casta del Sol 
Board of Directors meeting on Septem-

ber 14. He will give an update on the 
status of the Mission Viejo golf course 
and answer any questions our residents 
might have regarding improvements 
and/or changes to the course.

Amazon is constructing a distribution 
center in Mission Viejo. This will be 
a pass-through facility only, providing 
no tax income for the city. However, 
the facility will provide 350 jobs.

Our city has been mandated by 
the state to build 2,000 low-income 

housing units. Due to the city being 
built-out, there has been no decision 
as to the location. At the present time 
an available site is still under investi-
gation. The state can dictate such re-
quirement to any city. Our council does 
make recommendations and can fight 
compliance, but such push back and 
failure to comply with state mandates 
can cause huge fines against the city.

The Auditor announced that the Gen-
eral Fund Reserve account for the city 

is 35.7 percent funded. The budget had 
to be aligned in accordance with the 
drop in sales tax, gas tax, and hotel tax 
due to the pandemic.

Mayor Brian Goodell has requested 
that Mission Viejo residents dine and 
shop in the city. Check channel 30 for 
the latest updates and comments from 
the Mayor. Also, City Council meet-
ings are live on channel 30 beginning at 
6 p.m. the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of every month.
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What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Mexican Stuffed Peppers
This recipe is easy to make ahead and 

bake just before serving.

6 oz. ground turkey or ground beef

1  cup corn (I use Trader Joes canned.), 
drained

4 oz. uncooked orzo pasta

1  cup canned black beans, rinsed and 
drained

1-2  cups Pico de Gallo (recipe below) 
or store bought

½ cup water

1 Tbsp. chili powder

½ tsp. ground cumin

1 can Herdez Salsa

4  medium bell peppers, halved length-
wise

(I prefer yellow and orange peppers)

½ cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese

½ cup sour cream

¼ cup fresh cilantro leaves, chopped

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Brown turkey or ground beef and 
drain fat.

Add corn, orzo, beans, 1 cup Pico de 
Gallo, water, chili powder, and cumin.

Bring to a boil and remove from heat.

Place pepper halves in 13 x 9 inch 
baking pan and fill each with mixture.
Cover with foil, and bake for 1 hour 
and 15 minutes.

Remove from oven and top each with 
remaining Pico de Gallo and shredded 
cheese.

Serve with sour cream and cilantro 
on top.

Pico de Gallo
2 cups chopped tomato

¼ cup minced onion

¼ cup cilantro

¼ cup lime juice

1 jalapeno pepper, minced

2 garlic cloves

If you take walks in the early evening, 
you’ve likely seen a large flock of birds 
flying across the sky. These birds are 
flying home to roost for the night.

One evening, while walking my dog, 
we stopped across the street from a tall 
tree. I noticed that many birds were 
flying to the tree. They perched on 
the branches, squawking loudly like 
members of a large choir wearing black 
robes. I stood there mesmerized, wait-
ing to see what this sizeable gathering 
of birds would do. The movie, The 
Birds, crossed my mind.

Suddenly, every bird in the tree took 
flight at the same time! It was breathtak-
ing to watch the huge flock fly up into 
the sky. A few late stragglers flapped 

The Bird Show

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk their wings furiously to catch up with 
the group.

They flew out of sight, and my dog 
and I walked on. But I wondered how 
the birds decided which tree to go to 
and how they knew when to leave. 
Was one bird in charge of making 
those decisions? That’s when humor 
took over. A picture came to mind of 
an unpleasant executive bird wearing a 
black suit and tie squawking out orders. 
I chuckled to myself as another image 
popped up of the flock moving up and 
down the branches holding little picket 
signs in their beaks and refusing to 
leave the tree. Okay, back to reality.

I highly recommend trying to catch 
this spectacular bird show. It’s free 
entertainment after all—compliments 
of Mother Nature.

Restaurant Review
Debra Friedman recommends The 

Kosher Bite. She calls it a hidden gem 
tucked away in the shopping center 
on Moulton Parkway that contains the 
DMV. As former New Yorkers, my 
100-year-old dad and I crave good 
deli food on occasion. There are few 
remaining New York kosher style 
delis in South Orange County, with 
at least four going out of business in 
the last 15 years. The Kosher Bite is 
a simple café style establishment with 
only take-out available during the pan-
demic. Safety rules are followed while 
ordering. All the typical deli fare such 
as pastrami, corned beef, and chopped 
liver sandwiches are available. But we 
relish the unusual items, such as kasha 
knishes, potato pancakes, whitefish 
salad, and Matzoh Ball soup. The fresh 
homemade rye bread is a rare find. 
The quality of all the food is excellent 
and mouthwatering. The Kosher Bite 
is located at 23595 Moulton Parkway. 
Telephone, 779-1818. Please send your 
restaurant reviews to Fran Morgan at 
fmorgan17@cox.net.

Small World
By Shelly Lethiot

I was applying for privileges at a rural 
hospital and popped into the operating 
room to check out the anesthesia equip-
ment and say hello. The surgeon said 
hi, and his voice triggered something, 
so I asked him if he went to medical 
school in Illinois; he said yes. I asked 
if he knew my Uncle Ralph, and he said 
that Ralph was his roommate during 
medical school. I remembered him 
from back then as he would come over 
for dinner often times with my Uncle 
Ralph.

I told him that I recognized his voice 
and I was Ralphs’s niece. He said he 
remembered the little three-year-old 
niece and that she had a scar on her arm. 
I pulled up my sleeve and showed him 
the scar. He was shocked because that 
was more than 50 years ago. I was able 
to reunite him with my Uncle Ralph. 
What a Small World.

I Remember When
By Fran Morgan

In my small town of Dodge City, 
Kansas, Saturday morning meant go-

Continued on page 26
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Getting to Know Our Neighbors: Sara Shine
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

Everyone has a story in his/her 
life. At 102 years of age, Sara 
Shine has many.

Born in Illinois, she went to 
business school, then worked as a 
stenographer in Chicago, earning 
$18 a week. When she discovered 
that the two other women with 
whom she shared an apartment 
would be leaving, she decided 
to tag along with the one who 
was moving with her family to 
California.

In October 1940, they picked 
up a new car from the factory in 
Dearborn, Michigan and drove it 
to San Francisco. Since the man-
ufacturer paid for their gas, their 
transportation was free. This was for-
tunate as, after selling her Winter coat, 
Sara had $11.30 to pay for the trip.

At that time, new cars had to be bro-
ken in, so the manufacturer installed a 
device that prohibited them from driv-
ing more than 45 mph. The trip took 5 
days. Sara kept track of her expenses. 
Lodging costs were from 75 cents to 
$1.50 each per night. Breakfasts ranged 
from 10 to 30 cents. She budgeted well 
as she had $0 when the trip was over.

From San Francisco, the girls went to 
Fallbrook where Sara was entranced by 
mountains and orange orchards. Bor-
rowing money from her friend, she then 
went to San Diego where she worked 
as a steno at Ryan Aircraft. Her brother 
invited her to Los Angeles where she 
met a soldier. After a whirlwind court-

ship of about ten days, she followed 
him to Texas where they married. The 
marriage lasted 57 years.

She has a lot of loving support from 
her family, which include seven great 
grandchildren. They all live locally.

An old hand at quarantines, she was 
quarantined in her room for a month at 
age 8 when she had scarlet fever. She 
passed the time reading and playing 
with paper dolls. Washing hands was 
important then too but she remembers 
her grandmother using Lysol instead 
of soap.

Sara has had many ups and downs 
in life. She believes a sense of humor 
gets you over a lot of bumps in life and 
keeping yourself occupied helps you 
keep going.
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PLAN AHEAD TODAY

Request your FREE Personal Planning Guide
(949) 382-7782

22772 Centre Drive, Suite 130 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 | FD 2241

PacificCremationServices.com

Plan Ahead & Register Your Wishes Today

PERSONAL 
PLANNING

GUIDE

Request your FREE 
personal planning guide.

Take the plunge!

Planning in advance provides significant savings.

Call for a free consult to learn about the many benefits.

(949) 382-7782

Some Activities Open With Safety Precautions
Photos by Liz Rickett

Rhonda and Mike Cusack and 
Eleanor and Howard Reafsnyder 
gloved up and ready to play. They 
could play doubles as each couple 
lives in the same house.

Duck Henderson and Roman Swystun 
masked and ready to lawn bowl.

Butch Nelson makes sure all 
equipment is sanitized and each 
player follows Casta regulations.
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Mah Jongg Mavens Make Do
Article and photo by Debra Friedman

As a Mah Jongg addict, the stay-at-
home orders challenged my obsession. 
The Mah Jongg Mavens Club, with 
President Jayne Freed and Vice-Pres-
ident Myrna Smith, that plays on 
Monday nights starting at 6:30 p.m. 
and Saturday mornings starting at 10 
a.m., found a solution. Players use an 
online site to play together in a private 

game, while engaged in a conference 
call in order to kibbitz during the game 
and have a postmortem after the game.

I had researched online Mah Jongg 
sites even before the quarantine. As 
a relatively new player, I wanted to 
practice and improve my game. Many 
of the Mah Jongg sites are simply 
matching tiles, that may be useful as a 

memory exercise, but 
do not entail the skills 
for the American ver-
sion of Mah Jongg. 
I identified two sites 
that met the criteria of 
a real game using the 
American Mah Jongg 
Association official 
card. My favorite was 
the site: myjongg.net 
which permitted four 
daily games for free or 
an unlimited number 
of games if you pay for membership. 
Once the quarantine was in effect, the 
site owner graciously changed the al-
lowance to eight free games.

The site enables the options of play-
ing with bots, joining a game with 
strangers, or setting up a private table. 
The game is speedier with the bots, but 
conversely you miss social interaction 
and camaraderie. Just a few weeks into 
the great lockdown, the Mah Jongg 
Mavens reached out to former players 
and organized the twice weekly games. 
Each week Myrna Smith and Ann Lo-
ranger send out an email to see who 

is available to play at the designated 
time. The players are then split into 
groups of three or four, with a group 
leader arranging the conference call 
and starting the private table.

Other groups at Casta del Sol, such as 
Bridge, have also converted to online 
play. Although Mah Jongg players are 
anxious to return to in-person play, the 
current solution is an excellent alterna-
tive and may even endure in some fash-
ion following the reopening. Making 
lemonade out of lemons is a noteworthy 
attribute of our CdS residents.

Card Making in COVID Days
Article and photos by Debra Friedman

Creative juices 
flow once a month 
on Thursday after-
noons at Casta del 
Sol via fashioning 
beautiful greeting 
cards. Starting sev-
eral years ago, a 
few friends got to-
gether to share their 
love of card-mak-
ing and other paper 
crafts. The small 
group evolved into 
an energizing and 
often chaotic place 
to be, with 15 to 20 crafters arriving 
every month to eat, chat, and construct 
cards. Barbara Harris and Phyllis 
Foglesong are the coordinators of this 
ambitious undertaking. Upon arrival, 
pot luck treats are shared while friends 
catch up. Then the crafting begins 
with zeal. During some months, a host 
leads everyone through making the 
same cards, albeit affording a chance 
to insert one’s own style. During other 
months each participant brings her own 
supplies and works on unique creations. 

Jayne Freed, Myrna Smith, and Ann 
Loranger are so talented that they sell 
their spectacular cards at local bou-

tiques. Barbara Harris creates fabulous 
cards used by the Welcome Committee. 
And Phyllis Foglesong assembles the-
matic goodie-filled gift bags and boxes 
that she proffers to her tablemates at 
Las Damas luncheons.

Along came the great quarantine of 
2020, and the group missed the enjoy-
ment and amity of the monthly events. 
The very resourceful group considered 
attempting a virtual vehicle as effective 
to continue card making. From the 
comfort of our own homes, pajamas op-
tional, ten or more participants log onto 
Zoom at the same time each month. 

Photo on page 25
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Card Making in COVID Days
Continued from page 24

The host leads us 
through crafting 
a new card and 
shares her ex-
pertise in unique 
techniques such 
as masking and 
embossing.  A 
key aspect miss-
ing is the yummy 
food. But we still 
have a chance to 
chat a bit while 
creating and the 
result is always 
a stunning personalized card. The 
satisfaction gained while constructing 
cards is commensurate with the joy 

expressed by the card’s recipient. It is 
a temporary but fulfilling strategy for 
these trying times.

 

Association Pet Rules
Pet owners must ensure that their pets do not disturb the peace and comfort 

of their neighbors. Also, they are responsible for removing all pet droppings 
and keeping their dogs on a leash. Pets are prohibited at the recreation cen-
ters and should always be watched to protect from possible coyote attacks. 
No pets are allowed to run free or be left unattended in any common area. 

Voluntary cooperation of pet owners is required to enforce these regula-
tions. Please report stray animals to the Mission Viejo Animal Services by 
calling 470-3045.
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877.872.2736

Everyone has 
a unique story.

...and we are here 
to help you tell it.

HEARTS
Healing

ing into town to do our shopping. It 
meant getting properly dressed – not 
in our Sunday best – but in clean and 
pressed skirts and blouses. After all, 
everyone else would be in town on that 
day too, and our parents wanted us to 
be presentable.

My mother, my sisters and I might go 
to J.C. Penney to buy fabric and thread. 
There, we watched the pneumatic 
tubes whiz through the store, carrying 
invoices and change from the clerk to 
the office and back again. It seemed 
very mysterious to me. We might make 
a trip to the one fancy department store 
that had the only elevator in town.

In a small town, everyone knows ev-

eryone, so our parents were frequently 
stopped by friends to chat a while. Of 
course, we were bored and anxious to 
get moving so we were allowed to walk 
around the block and window shop at 
F.W. Woolworth and Montgomery 
Ward while they gabbed.

There was one section of town that 
still had an old boardwalk. My sister 
and I loved to walk on that, clomping 
our feet loudly for the sound it made. 
It annoyed our parents no end.

After the errands to the feed store, 
the hardware store, the lumber yard, 
the grocery store and the filling station, 
we might get to stop at one of the two 
drug stores in town for a malt, a cherry 
coke, or a green river. Does anyone 
remember what was in a green river?

May Attaway is single, 40, lives at 
home with her widowed father, and 
works as a gardener for a university. 
One day she realizes her life is empty. 
She decides to reconnect with four 
once-close friends by visiting them. 
Two of them were her friends in ele-
mentary school. One is a college friend. 

A GOOD READ: Rules for Visiting
Book Review by Liz Rickett

The last she met in graduate school. 
She goes to stay with each one in their 
respective houses.

Rules for Visiting by Jessica Francis 
Kane tells what happens before and 
after she makes this decision. It is a 
charming little book available in the 
Casta del Sol library.

Looking for Gardeners
By Liz Rickett and Michael McVey

Casta del Sol’s Heritage Garden is 
one of the most beautiful, diverse, 
and tranquil gardens within Orange 
County. This four-plus-acre garden 
is subdivided into ten distinct areas, 
each of which has been designed with 
a different theme.

This jewel within our community is 
managed, maintained, and cared for 
by a small dedicated team of Casta del 
Sol residents. Ideally, the garden will 
have two to three gardeners who share 
the responsibility of caring for each of 
the ten areas. They plant, water, trim 
and prune on a regularly scheduled 
basis. Gardeners can work together or 
individually, as they prefer. Presently, 
we do not have near enough active club 
members to achieve this target of 20 
to 30 volunteers. We need your help.

The time commitment is flexible. 
You can work as few as two hours a 

week. Be warned, however, that once 
you start working in the garden, you 
may find yourself in the company of 
those who spend every morning in the 
garden, playing in the dirt, enjoying 
the satisfaction of  creating a beautiful 
space, working with like-minded in-
dividuals, getting Vitamin D from the 
sun, watching Mother Nature at work, 
and saying hello to all the creatures that 
share the garden space.

Due to the current public health 
mandates, volunteers in the Heritage 
Garden are asked to socially distance 
and to wear face masks.

If you are interested in being a 
gardener, please call or text Michael 
McVey, 768-2168.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

2002 HONDA ACCORD  
XLNT condition - 110,000 miles - $3,500. 

CdS Resident. Call (949) 322-0727 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
HB AIR DUCT 

90 Day Warranty On Work 
10% Senior Discount. 

Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

HOME HEALTHCARE 
Covid-19 compliant assistance w/meds 

management, meal prep., errands, driving. Pet 
care, hair upkeep & styling, 30 yrs exp. 

Call Linda: 949-768-4598. Cell: 949-505-3902 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

COVID-19 DOESN’T HAVE TO STOP YOU 
FROM WORKING THROUGH YOUR 

FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 

Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 
banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
We can meet online via ZOOM, or in person 
complying with social distancing guidelines. 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

MASSAGE THERAPY 

ADVANCED MASSAGE 
& BODYWORKS 

Professional massage therapy serves in home 
20 yrs exp. Seniors and Oncology Specialty. 

Call Stacy Walker: 714-362-1491 
Covid-19 compliant. 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

SKIN CARE 

GOLDEN COAST DERMATOLOGY Dr. 
William J. Tidwell, MD 

Dual Board Certified 
Dermatology & Venous Medicine 

Scripps Clinic Fellowship 
Trained Mohs surgeon 

Comprehensive skin care, Skin cancer 
screening, Acne treatment, Cosmetics, Botox 

& Fillers, Vein care. 
Most insurances / Medicare accepted. 
www.GoldenCoastDermatology.com 

Call: 949-200-7008 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


