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Thank You for 
Serving on the 
Board

On behalf of the Casta del Sol 
Homeowner’s Association, we 
would like to extend our deepest 
thanks and appreciation to the 
outgoing Board members: Randy 
Thompson, Bill Swift, Priscilla 
Tripp and Mary Kay Crowley. 
Thank you all for your hard work, 
generosity and time. Their con-
tributions have been numerous 
and allowed the Association to 
run with great efficiency.

HOA Residents

President’s
Message
Randy 
Thompson, 
President

It is hard to sit 
here and write 
an article that 
will be perti-
nent 30 days down the road, but 
here we go. In preparation for the 
inevitable opening of our com-
mon areas, the staff and Board 
have been working hard on a set 
of guidelines that will move us 
through the process. Our guid-
ance during this process has come 
from the state, county and city 
government offices, as well as the 
CDC and, of course, our own legal 
counsel. There will be many posted 
rules and signs that must be fol-
lowed in order to make our move 
back toward normalcy successful. 

Our Powerstone staff has been 
working to develop plans, designs 

2020 Asphalt
The 2020 asphalt project is 

currently under review and 
was on the agenda at the June 
18 Regular Board Meeting. As 
additional details are decided on 
this project, the information will 
be communicated to residents 
through Board meetings, eblasts 
and future Courier articles.

Josh Hodosh,
General Manager

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

2020/2021 
Board of
Directors

You may be aware that the annu-
al Board meeting was held on June 
25. Casta del Sol has had a great 
history of strong Boards and your 
2020/2021 Board of Directors will 
be no different. The results of the 
annual meeting are available on 
the Casta website and were posted 
at both clubhouses on the bulletin 
boards.

Your Board of Directors is very 
active. To give you a glimpse of 
what being on the Board involves, 
each month the Board has at least 
four Board meetings:  two ex-
ecutive, one workshop, and one 
regular Board meeting. There 
are many months the number of 

Casta del Sol 
HOA Eblasts

One of the ways the Associ-
ation provides important infor-
mation to its residents is through 
eblasts. Eblasts have been espe-
cially vital during recent times to 
get information to the communi-
ty quickly. If you have not signed 
up to receive eblasts, it is highly 
recommended that you do so. 
To sign up, please send an email 
to Valerie Hanich at vhanich@
powerstonepm.com with your 
first and last name, address and 
the email address to which you 
would like the eblasts sent. If you 
would like to review past eblasts 
that have been sent, they can 
be viewed on the Casta del Sol 
website (www.castadelsol.com).

Memorial Day, CdS Military Veterans Club members honor those who died in 
active military service. Photo by Kip Isbell

When John Adams, Statesman and 
one of our Founding Fathers, 

wrote to his wife, Abigail, on July 3, 
1776, he said,

Casta Couple’s Wedding Plans 
Cancelled by COVID-19--Zoom to 
the Rescue
By Fran Morgan, photo provided by Michael O’Meara

Michael O’Meara sings Bob Dylan’s To Make You Feel My 
Love for his new bride, Karen Dewalt, to celebrate their 
Casta del Sol Zoom wedding.

Casta del Sol residents Karen De-
walt and Michael O’Meara got en-

gaged on the tenth 
tee of the Casta del 
Sol Golf Course 
in January. Mi-
chael chose to pop 
the question at the 
same place where 
they first met five 
years ago. The 
story gets more ro-
mantic as Michael 
recounts that with 
the music of Marc 
Cohn’s True Com-
panion playing on 
his cell phone, he 
got down on one 

knee to propose. Karen said “yes.” 
They were excited to begin planning a 

“The second day of July, 1776, 
will be the most memorable epoch 
in the history of America. I am apt 
to believe that it will be celebrated 
by succeeding generations as the 

great anniversary festival. It ought 
to be commemorated as the day 
of deliverance by solemn acts 
of devotion to God Almighty. It 
ought to be solemnized with pomp 
and parade, with shows, games, 
sports, guns, bells, bonfires and 
illuminations from one end of this 
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Priscilla Tripp ptripp1@gmail.com
Treasurer: William Swift wgswift1940@gmail.com
Directors: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
 Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
 Ron Foglesong mousefan2@cox.net
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Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

and processes for the community’s 
successful re-entry to Rec Ctrs 1 and 
2, such as designating entrance and 
exit routes to each of the buildings. 
Waiting areas for the Rec Ctr offices 
have been marked in an effort to en-
sure proper social distancing. Plexiglas 
partitions have been erected to protect 
both residents and staff during needed 
communication and transactions.

The number one ingredient for this to 
be a successful process is you. So, for 
the near future we will all need to abide 
by the rules and if someone needs to be 
reminded of our new world, we must 
strive to do so kindly and with a smile 
on our masked faces. The number one 
goal for all is to open the community 
up as soon as possible, and believe me, 
your seven Board members feel the 
same way. As your community neigh-
bors, we too are being deprived of the 
use of all of Casta’s lovely amenities.

Reopening aside, while preparing for 
this June’s election I came across some 
information that might be of interest to 
you. Each of us has the goal to maintain 
a beautiful community and increase the 
value of our individual homes. A recent 
conversation with our realtor revealed 
that 147 homes sold in 2019. To date, 
36 homes have sold in 2020 and 10 
homes are under contract, leaving eight 
homes for sale as of the middle of May. 
This time last year there were approx-
imately 63 homes for sale. Clearly, 
despite the madness of 2020, Casta is 
a real estate hot ticket.

Thanks for your time. See you here 
next month…maybe.

meetings doubles with special joint 
meetings which may include commit-
tees on contracts, projects, etc. Each 
meeting usually involves hundreds of 
pages to review, they attend education-
al seminars, lunches by Community 
Associations Institute (CAI), receive 
countless emails and attend multiple 
committee meetings monthly. My 
experience working with your Boards 
over the years has been that they all 
love their community, take their posi-
tions extremely seriously, and have the 
best interests of the residents in mind. 
As you can see, being on the Board of 
Directors is a big responsibility.

Please join me in thanking the Board 
members for taking on these important 
roles. Also, feel free to attend a future 
Board workshop at 9 a.m. on the first 
Thursday of each month or a Board 
meeting at 1 p.m. on the third Thursday 
of each month and show your support 
to your Board of Directors.

Clubhouse Stages for Reopening
At the Thursday, June 4 Board Work-

shop, the Board of Directors approved 
two documents:  Emergency Rules for 
Recreational Facilities Use/Common 
Areas and the Preliminary Guidelines 
for the Clubhouse/Common Area due 
to COVID-19. One reason they were 
created and approved is to work the 
Association towards reopening in stag-
es in the safest manner possible. The 
guidelines are fluid and will change, but 
the Board is hoping this information 
will provide the residents a guide to 
what opening in stages will look like. 
Both documents are available on the 
CdS website.

At the time this article was written, 
the Association was in Stage 1; howev-
er, the Board may move to a different 
stage at any time. Please see postings 
on the website, eblasts and community 
bulletin boards for updates.

The Stages Are:
Stage 1: Clubhouses are closed and 
there are reduced office hours. Walking 
around open spaces at clubhouses is 
permitted. Also, the Vegetable Garden, 
Chippers and Heritage Garden are open 
to residents only.

Stage 2: The administration and rec-
reation offices, racquet courts, lawn 
bowling, and Vista Room may be 
opened for selected purposes.

Stage 3 and 4: There may be a mix-
ture of reopening additional multiple 
purpose rooms, restrooms, pool and 
game areas, and extending clubhouse 

hours of operation, etc.

Stage 5: The reopening of everything 
as it was before the pandemic will 
continue without restrictions.

The Board has determined to phase 
the reopening of certain common area 
facilities on a trial basis. In the event 
that it appears that the rules are not 
being followed or social distancing 
is not being maintained, the Board 
will consider re-closing the facilities 
and advanced notice of the decision 
may not be possible. The safety and 
health of our residents and staff are the 
Board’s top priority and as the situa-
tion evolves, the Board will continue 
to listen to experts from government 
agencies and work to find the approach 
with the lowest risk to move forward. 
The Board plans to remain flexible and 
adaptive when considering a move to 
the next stage. Please practice proper 
social distancing, wear masks and use 
hand sanitizer when in the community.

The Board knows people want to re-
turn to normal and so do they, however 
the risk of infection associated with 

COVID-19 is unknown and, while the 
association is taking precautions to 
minimize the risk, there will be no way 
for the risk to be completely eliminated. 
This means it will take a community 
effort to protect each other.

If you have further questions, please 
feel free to contact staff in the admin-
istration or recreation center as they 
are available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. If you would like a 
copy of the two documents, please feel 
free to contact management and we will 
be happy to provide you with a copy.

Attention Residents
(See general manager’s message 
on page 2.)

On June 24, Casta del Sol went 
into Stage 2 of opening during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. With 
restrictions, the sports courts at 
Rec Ctr 2 and lawn bowling and 
the administrative and recreation 
offices are open 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday and the Vista 
Room is open by reservation only. 
There are extensive rules and 
guidelines, which are posted on 
the Casta del Sol website. Hard 
copies are available at the recre-
ation office.

Meals on Wheels
Meals on Wheels is available 

five days a week, Monday-Friday, 
or three days a week Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. Delivery 
is made between 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. each day. Call 470-3063 to 
register.
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May Treasurer’s Report
June 18,  2020

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
May 30, 2020 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:
  Income from Operations  ................................................  $3,827,414.09
  Interest Income  .....................................................................  $3,697.03
  Expenditures (Before Reserves) .....................................  $2,451,631.03
  Total Surplus (Current Year)  ............................................  $341,148.06
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and
   Bills and Checking Accounts  .......................  $1,266,915.37

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:
  Income from HOA  .........................................................  $1,025,000.00
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $29,883.59
  Expenditures  ..................................................................  $1,424,972.28
  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $3,920,450.00
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   Treasury Notes and Bills  ..............................  $4,398,006.96

 C. Capital Fund Balance:
  Beginning Balance (Jan. 1, 2020)  .......................................  $59,732.12
  Interest Earned  ...........................................................................  $96.60
  Monthly Funding ($1/HO/Mo)  ............................................  $ 9,635.00
  Expenses   .....................................................................................  $0.00
  Balance   ............................................................................. $69,463.72
  Approved Capital for 2020 (unfunded)  ............................. $274,404.24
 D. HOA Assets:
  Total Assets  ....................................................................  $5,839,566.83

Treasurer’s comments:
We began this year with higher than planned expenses and now, five months 

later, our finances are more favorable. In reality, our expenses have more to 
do with the effects of the COVID-19 virus than a conscious reduction in costs. 
Since the two recreation centers have been closed, we have had a reduction 
in staff labor expenses. By the time you read this, the recreation centers will 
have begun to slowly reopen. It is not clear just how long the process will take 
to return to normal.

The following is a summary of our operating category expenses for the first 
five months of 2020.
  YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance
Gen Admin ....................$423,760 ..................$481,135 ................. +$57,375
Landscape ..................$1,083,713 ...............$1,170,702 ................. +$86,989
Recreation .....................$143,068 ..................$164,915 ................. +$21,847
Maintenance ..................$111,217 ..................$117,575 ................... +$6,358
Traffic  ..........................$303,191 ..................$309,554 ................... +$6,363
Utilities  ..........................$386,682 ..................$395,135 ................... +$8,453
 Totals .............$2,451,631 ...............$2,639,015 ............... +$187,384  

Our Reserve expenses for 2020 are beginning to show large increases. The 
May increase was $672,015, which brought the total expense for the first four 
months to $1,424,972, still a long way from the $3,920,450 planned for the year.

The following investment activities occurred in May:
1 CD Matured:

Operations: None
Reserves:  Synovous Bank, Columbus, GA, $200,000 redeemed on 5/29/2020

No CDs Purchased

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded June 18, 2020, the Board approved 

the May 30, 2020 financial statement, this treasurer’s report, and ratifies the 
review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers of funds made 
in this period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer

Defibrillators at Both Recreation Centers
Casta has automated external defibrillators, AEDs, located at both Rec Ctr 

1 and Rec Ctr 2 near the pool areas. AEDs are devices that give an electric 
shock to a person’s heart in order to make it beat normally again, especially 
after a heart attack. AEDs are designed for use by untrained or briefly trained 
people. They contain technology for analysis of heart rhythm. As a result, 
it does not require a trained health provider to determine whether or not a 
rhythm is able to be shocked. Casta also has emergency phones at each pool 
area. The phones are red and for emergency use only. Any questions, please 
call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 455-4681.

Board Meeting Highlights
June 18, 2020

The following are highlights of reports presented and actions taken at 
the meeting.
•  Board President Randy Thompson reported that: the Board had met in 

executive session to consider 16 traffic violations; the restroom renovation 
project at Rec Ctr 1 is complete; and the annual Homeowner Association 
meeting will take place on June 25 at 7 p.m. via Zoom teleconferencing.

•  Treasurer Bill Swift’s report and comments were accepted as presented. 
(See Treasurer’s Report on this page.)

•  The Board approved moving the Association into Stage 2 as described in 
the updated Preliminary Guidelines Version 2 for the Clubhouse/Common 
Areas due to COVID-19. The Stage 2 reopening begins June 24. Hours will 
be 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. Under Stage 2 guidelines, the 
administration/recreation offices will be open, with signage and directions 
posted. The racquet courts and lawn bowling green will be available by res-
ervation only. Two specific restrooms will be open (the library and the lawn 
bowling pavilion at Rec Ctr 2). The Vista Room will be open for specific 
purposes by reservation. All residents will be required to sign a waiver prior 
to using association facilities. The waiver is available in a link within the 
eblast sent on June 18, and available on the CdS website. Residents should 
read the Emergency Rules and Preliminary Guidelines, available on the CdS 
website, before visiting any association facility to know what is expected.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported 33 current delinquencies amounting 
to $38,023.40. There are two foreclosures in process.

•  The Board approved a scope of work for asphalt repairs in 2020 to include 
work on Azorin and Albeniz, seal coating, and patch work in various loca-
tions. Bids had ranged from $1.3 to $2 million but when the scope of work 
was reduced, the approximate cost is expected to be $800,000.

•  The Board also approved the replacement of an existing light pole and fixture 
and adding a pole and light at Rec Ctr 2 by TGN Electric for a total cost of 
$5,275.

•  The Board reluctantly accepted the resignation of the Ad Hoc CC&R Com-
mittee Chair, Bill Burfeind, with thanks and appreciation for his service and 
re-established the Ad Hoc CC&R Committee as a committee of the Board 
as per the committee charter and, when appropriate, will appoint a Board 
member as chair.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported staff is issuing vehicle tran-
sponders to new residents by appointment only. Staff will be processing the 
waivers from residents required for the reopening of facilities. Residents 
may email them, but requested residents follow up with the hard copy. Staff 
will also be processing architectural applications.

•  Randy announced that the assistant city manager of Mission Viejo will be 
a guest speaker at the September 17 Board meeting to talk about the now 
city-owned golf course.

The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors will be July 16 at 1 
p.m. The next Board Workshop will be July 2 at 9 a.m. Both meetings will 
be held by teleconference.

Fran Morgan
Courier Chair
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Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

Ground
Squirrels

Effective July 1, we will have a 
new pest control vendor, Allure Pest 
Management. Allure will be in Casta 
del Sol putting down new bait stations 
including squirrel bait stations.

Ground squirrels live in a burrow sys-
tem where they sleep, rest, rear young, 
store food and avoid danger. The bur-
row openings are about four inches in 
diameter but can vary considerably. 
The burrows may be five to 30 feet or 
more in length and may go two to four 
feet below the soil surface. Often there 
is more than one opening in a burrow 
system. During the hottest times of the 
year most adults go into a period of 
inactivity called estivation that may last 
a few days to a week or more. During 
these periods, the burrow appears open 
at the entrance, but the squirrel plugs it 
with moist soil near the nest. Burrows 

in slopes can be quite destructive and 
squirrels can harbor diseases.

Ground squirrels breed once a year, 
averaging seven to eight kits per litter. 
Their range is generally a 75-yard radi-
us from the burrow. They are primarily 
herbivorous and may damage young 
shrubs, vines, and trees by gnawing 
bark, girdling trunks, eating twigs and 
leaves, and burrowing around roots.

If you observe ground squirrels near 
your house or in the landscape, please 
call PWLC1 at 583-2705 and report 
the location.

Vendor Access
Permitted at
Gate 1 and 2

Due to increased safety issues at 
Gates 3 and 4, the Board of Direc-
tors approved a recommendation 
from the Traffic Committee to 
allow vendor and service vehicles 
access to the community only 
through Gates 1 and 2. All vendors 
and service vehicles can still exit 
any gate. This rule only affects 
access into Casta del Sol.
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

Color Change
Form Submission

Due to the current health and safety 
concerns and to expedite the process, 
we ask you to submit your color change 
form to the email address listed below. 
For your convenience, you can find all 
color change information on the Casta 
del Sol website, on the Resource Cen-
ter tab in the file labeled 2020 HOA 
Painting Project.

Homeowner Responsibilities
Please refer to section 3.07 of the 

CC&Rs and 9.0 Exterior Paint of the 
Architectural Rules and Guidelines to 
understand the homeowner’s responsi-
bility for the repair of all wood surfaces 
of their property prior to the painting 
of the dwelling. Pilot Painting will pro-
vide a proposal to make all said repairs, 
but homeowners may use a contractor 
of their choosing. Be advised that if 
the wood is not repaired and primed at 
the time of painting, Pilot Painting will 
charge the homeowner $150 directly 
to come back to the property to touch 
up the repaired area. Residents may 
contact Pilot Painting directly at (714) 
229-5900 or (714) 392-4865 with any 
questions about painting or repair to 
the home.

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,

215-9155

Serving
D Seniors who are ‘aging gracefully’
D Adults who are diagnosed with 
early stage dementia, Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, and other forms of 
mild cognitive impairment

Support for Caregivers
A safe, caring environment for your 

loved-one with fun activities 
and live entertainment plus meals 

and snacks provided daily

& ADP

Report Suspicious Activity
If you observe suspicious activity, please call 911 or the non-emergen-

cy police department number at 770-6011. If it is a non-emergency and 
you believe the HOA patrol service should be notified, don’t hesitate 
contacting the Association Post Commander, Carlos Rios, at 837-7640. 
If it is after hours, contact Gate 1 at 455-4674 and they will send a patrol 
officer to your area.
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This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker. Surterre Properties® DRE#01778230

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com  ·  JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com

Boker is a highly qualified, detail-oriented professional skilled in navigating 
and negotiating the most difficult real estate transactions. Adherence to the 
law and attention to your needs ensure a smooth and timely transaction.

Jaye has tremendous energy and is meticulous in all she does. She listens 
intently and has an uncanny empathy for the needs of her clients. She works 
closely with them to ensure a smooth and trouble-free experience.

JAYE YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
BSBM (Bachelor of Science in Business Management)
SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)
Notary Public

BOKER YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
GRI (Graduate of the Real Estate Institute)
CPRES (Certified Probate Real Estate Specialist)

DRE#01362392

DRE#01434016

As some in Casta Del Sol know, the Yaruss Group assists many  
clients and friends with a conversation that is difficult to have,  
but very important nonetheless. We are referring specifically  
to advanced planning with regards to your estate. The transition  
can be moving from your current home to another home,  
senior assisted living, or dealing with your estate upon  
becoming incapacitated or even upon your death. 

We have found that through most of these transitions, the person 
responsible is woefully lacking in information that would make the 
transition much easier had they prepared beforehand. That’s why  
we have created this workbook. It’s not only a guide that explains  
the why, where, and how, but also a place to keep all of the 
information so it’s quickly available when and if it is ever needed.

FREE 
WORKBOOK

CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE COPY 
The Yaruss Group would like to offer you  

our latest publication - “Let’s Talk”  

Please accept our FREE WORKBOOK that helps 
individuals document items that could involve difficult  

conversations. Call or email us and we will  
put one in the mail for you today.

Happy 4th of July
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Celebrating Independence 
Day
Continued from page 1

Speeding in Casta
Each month the Board of Directors holds executive sessions affording 

the best opportunity to meet with residents and enforce the rules. Obeying 
the 25 mph speed limit and coming to a complete stop at our stop signs 
are at the top of the list. Any infractions of these two rules may result in 
an appearance by the offender in front of the BoD at a Board meeting 
and a fine.

continent to the other, from this 
day forward, forever more.”

He was not mistaken about the date, 
nor is that a typo! Our legal separation 
from Great Britain actually occurred 
on July 2, 1776, when the Second 
Continental Congress voted to approve 
a resolution of independence proposed 
by Richard Henry Lee (another of our 
Founding Fathers) in June of that year. 
The resulting statement, explaining this 
decision, was prepared by a Committee 
of Five whose principal author was 
Thomas Jefferson (I know I don’t have 
to tell you who he was!). Congress de-
bated and revised it for two days before 
our Declaration of Independence took 
its first breath on July 4th.

So, Adams, who seems to have loved 

a good party, got the date of our actual 
independence right as he related it to 
Abigail. The date our resolution of in-
dependence was approved in a closed 
session of Congress was the 2nd of 
July, 1776. But Adams apparently 
had no clue how the American people 
would react to the much-publicized 
document dated the 4th! Seems every-
body likes a good party, and the date 
became indelible in our minds as The 
Fourth of July! The date on that piece 
of paper, now yellowed with time, 
meant that we could feel freedom ring 
and boy did it sound sweet!

Of course, most historians, doing 
what they do, agree it was more likely 
signed on August 2, 1776. Go figure! 
So, if you want to celebrate two days 
early, fire up the grill! And if you want 
to celebrate a month later, you’re just a 
big party-pooper!
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Casta Couple’s Wedding Plans Cancelled by COVID-19-
-Zoom to the Rescue
Continued from page 1

special wedding. They planned to hold 
the ceremony at the golf course (where 
else) with a reception following just a 
few yards from where they first met. 
The date was set for April, deposits 
were made, rings and a wedding dress 
were purchased. Friends and family 
had been invited and the license was 
in hand. All was ready for their special 
day.

Then the COVID-19 quarantine 
hit and brought their plans crashing 
down. Many of their invitees were 
seniors who were to fly in from the 
East Coast. They would not put their 
family and friends at risk. They dis-
cussed alternative plans. But even the 
local courthouse where they might 
marry was closed. What about getting 
married on the cruise ship where they 
planned to honeymoon? The cruise got 
cancelled too.

Then, one day in April, they heard 
that people were allowed to get married 
using the computer app Zoom. They 
decided to go ahead with a different 
kind of wedding. They found a pastor at 
Saddleback Church who performed the 

ceremony via computer. It was pastor 
Anthony Miller’s first Zoom wedding. 
Karen’s son, Craig, was present to han-
dle the Zoom connection and to serve 
as their witness.

Karen related that their wedding 
day, April 27, was beautiful. They got 
married on the patio of their Casta del 
Sol home, with 25 guests sharing their 
wedding on their computers via Zoom.  
Although not everyone was equally 
computer savvy, most were able to 
attend the wedding ceremony. They 
exchanged vows, and Michael sang To 
Make You Feel My Love to his bride. 
Although it was not the wedding they 
planned, it turned out to be incredibly 
special in its own way. Michael be-
lieves they are the oldest newlyweds in 
Mission Viejo (or possibly the world) 
to have a Zoom wedding.
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Election
If we had a quorum for the Annual 

Homeowner’s Meeting on June 25, the 
2020 Election is now in the books. The 
results have been posted at Rec Ctr 1 
and on the Casta website and were sent 
by eblast. The results will also be pub-
lished in the August Courier. If we did 
not have a quorum, the Homeowner’s 
Meeting was rescheduled for Thursday, 
July 9 and you can attend.

I want to thank all who worked on 
the committee this year and those on 
our association’s management staff 
whose help was essential to a success-
ful election. The committee included 
Bill Burfeind, Jayne Freed, and Bar-
bara Harris. Randy Thompson was 
our Board liaison. We received staff 
support from Josh Hodosh, our General 
Manager and Susan Pridonoff, the Ex-
ecutive Assistant, who handled all our 
needed typing and printing coordina-
tion. Tamara Csiszer and Donna Duhn 
made sure all ballots received at the 
Administration Building and by mail 
got into the ballot box. Due to social 
distancing, Meet the Candidates Night 
was by Zoom and teleconference. We 
were helped in that effort by Valerie 
Hanich, our Recreation Director.

Barbara Harris was our Inspector of 
Elections. Her Inspector Designees, 
assisting with ballot tabulations, were 
Vern and Fran Sprankle, Kip and Elaine 
Isbell, Myrna Smith, Ann Loranger, 
Ron Harris, Jayne Freed and Bill Bur-
feind.

Thanks to everyone who helped in 
our 2020 Election process.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison

Architectural
Hello everyone. It has been a while 

as we have all been in anti-virus mode. 
Since the middle of March, the Archi-
tectural Committee, though not as vis-
ible in the community, has continued 
to work behind the scenes processing 
project applications and trying to get 
all your questions answered in a timely 
way by email or phone.

We have not been cleared to have 
monthly face-to-face meetings yet 
but have begun to do community in-
spections again. Temporary pandemic 
guidelines have been put in place so 
that as our team is looking at commu-
nity compliance with our Standards and 
Guidelines, we do not make anyone un-
comfortable. Our temporary guidelines 
do not place anyone on our committee 
closer to your home than what we can 
see from the street, sidewalk or window 
of a car. As we begin to venture out a 

Budget and Finance
We have begun the development 

of the Casta del Sol budget for 2021 
as we take part in the Reserve Study 
which began in June. In July, we will 
be sending requests to each committee 

Facilities
The Facilities Committee is review-

ing GMU’s asphalt recommendations 
for the streets that need repair based 
on the core samples authorized by the 
Board of Directors (BoD). The samples 
were completed by GMU in late May, 
however, the COVID-19 virus has Continued on page 12

Greenbelt
Now that our new phone books have 

been sent out, please take some time 
to review pages 65-76 of the Green-
belt Rules & Regulations. It’s summer 
again and Greenbelt Committee (GBC) 
members have noticed an increase in 
bird houses and bird baths in common 
areas. These are strictly not to be 
placed in the common areas, as noted 
on page 69, section #4.

The GBC sub-committee (Reserve 
Study for 2021) met in May. This 
included preliminary discussions and 
evaluations of next year’s reserve bud-
get items. There will be more meetings 
with the Reserve Committee to address 
all issues.

Installation of the Calsense Irrigation 
Controller System is divided into four 
phases. The first and second phases are 
complete. By the time this article is 
published, the third phase should also 
be complete. Since this is an ongoing 
process, if you have an area that is too 
dry, don’t hesitate to contact PacWest 
(PWLC1) and they will check that area.

delayed the final decisions. Recom-
mendations will be given to the BoD as 
soon as we have all the pertinent data.

The 2020 painting contract, which 
includes painting 239 homes, is moving 
along nicely. Resident comments have 
been positive; they are very satisfied 
with the quality of the work.

The Rec Ctr 1 restroom renovation 
is complete and Casta has kept our 
commitment with the City of Mission 
Viejo as a condition of the Vista Room 
permit process. The work was done 
during the pandemic crisis on time with 
no workdays lost. The project was also 
completed within budget.

Several lighting projects have been 
completed. Additional lighting was 
installed in front of the Fiesta Building 
and the Heritage Room. Both areas 
were poorly lit, and the new lights are 
a welcome addition. Also, all the lights 
have been replaced on the sports courts. 
This should be a welcome improve-
ment for the sports players.

We have replaced the BBQs at Rec 
Ctr 1 with new commercial Bull BBQs. 
There will be new guidelines for check-
ing out and using these BBQs.

Please check eblast communications 
for when Facility Committee meetings 
can resume in person.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison

little more, please help us by walking 
around your property checking for 
clutter that may have accumulated, 
potted plants that might need a little 
refreshing, and so forth.

During this time, as many of us have 
been walking our community for ex-
ercise and to get out of the house, we 
have been reminded of what a beautiful 
place we live in. The Architectural 
Committee strives to continue holding 
everyone to the standard of beauty we 
have all come to love.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

chair and club leader to provide an ex-
planation of what is needed in financial 
support for the new budget year.

Due to COVID-19, we are unsure 
when or where our meetings will offi-
cially resume. Please look for an eblast 
which will notify you of the location. 
We typically meet on the third Monday 
of each month at 1 p.m. All are wel-
come to attend (with social distancing, 
of course).

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336
Bill Swift, Liaison
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23442 El Toro Road Bldg 2, Lake Forest, CA 92630 

www.freedomvillage.org

(949) 472-4733

Improve your Recovery
with the Exclusive Freedom Village Post
Knee Surgery Program in our Assisted Living

Freedom Village Assisted Living
Knee Recovery Program

Freedom Village Assisted Living
Knee Recovery Program

5 day 
minimum 

at $165 
per day*

Lic. #300606831
COA 143

FOLLOW
US ON:

Health Care Center

23442 El Toro Road Bldg 2, Lake Forest, CA 92630 | www.freedomvillage.org

*$165/day promotional rate
for a maximum of ten days

Call and Ask About Our
Knee Program!

We Offer:
• Plans in conjunction with all Home Health
 Agencies for your physical therapy
• Licensed Nurse available 24/7
• 3 delicious meals prepared with fresh ingredients
• Assistance with personal care
• Loving, caring staff
• Medication management/diabetic friendly
• 24-hour call response system
• Transportation to medical appointments
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TRAVEL COMMITTEE

12 Nights Snowbird Migration Cruise, Montreal to Miami
October 16 – 28

Price: Interior starting at $589pp

 Ocean View starting at $699pp

 Refundable deposit $900 per cabin (error on pink schedule)

Prices do not include: port charges, insurance, air, extra nights in Montreal, 
gratuities or round trip transfers from Casta del Sol to LAX and back, or 
other possible transfers.

July 2020 - let’s Go travelinGTravel
We seem to be coming to the end 

of our quarantine and finally seeing a 
glimmer of light at the end of the tun-
nel. No news from Good Times Travel. 
As soon as the Casta del Sol offices 
reopen, all residences will be notified 
when they can pick up refund checks.

To date, our Snowbird Migration 
Cruise has had several cancellations 
but some of us die-hards are hanging 

The GBC normally meets on the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month at 9 a.m. 
in the Garden Room. The July meeting 
is pending the opening of the Rec Ctr 
1 to residents. Come join us and learn 
about the many improvements being 
made throughout the Casta del Sol 
community.

If you notice any items that need 
our attention, please do not hesitate to 
call PWLC1 at 583-2705 and ask for a 
Landscape Maintenance Request. Due 
to the current COVID-19 conditions, 
PWLC1 is only able to address priority 
items at this time.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013
David Ankeny, Liaison

Greenbelt
Continued from page10

Social
I want to send blessings to all the 

residents and their families during this 
pandemic. It is so easy to lose sight of 
the gifts that we have been given in 
our lives. Gratitude is one way to keep 
our spirits brighter and to uplift our 
fellow man.

The Social Committee thought long 
and hard about the June, July, and 
August events. We felt that it is better 
to be cautious and safe and therefore 
cancelled the events for these months. 
Our attention will be focused on the 
events in September, October, Novem-
ber, and December. The details will be 
published in upcoming Couriers.

Looking forward to having fun with 
you again!

Kathy Ransom, Chair, 206-1222
David Ankeny, Liaison

Traffic
The Traffic Committee has been 

working behind the scenes on several 
issues: cameras at all four gates; re-
placement of spike units at the Gate 1 
exit; revisions to traffic rules and reg-
ulations; revisions to responsibilities 
for Traffic Committee members; signs 
at all gate entrances; and preliminary 
discussions on the contract for gate 
coverage.

Over the past several months the 
Traffic Committee has been reminding 
residents to maintain the 25-mph speed 
limit and to stop at all posted locations. 
Slow down and come to a complete 
stop at stop signs. Let’s protect each 
other by driving safely and stopping at 
the appropriate locations. Please make 

sure to remind your guests, tenants, 
vendors, and contractors of the traffic 
rules. A citation issued to your guests 
will be the responsibility of the home-
owner.

If you are interested in getting in-
volved, think about giving the Traffic 
Committee a try. Our Co-Chairs will 
be happy to answer any questions you 
may have. Residents who want to voice 
concerns regarding traffic related items 
may contact Nancy or Fred at the num-
bers noted below.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

on. There are cabins available (no 
Junior Suites), and a couple of Presi-
dential Suites and Ocean Views. If you 
are interested, contact Bridget at Good 
Times Travel, (714) 756-0386.

Thank you all again for your patience 
and, on behalf of the Travel Team, stay 
safe and healthy!

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

Baby Boomers
The Casta del Sol Baby Boomers 

Club is renowned for entertaining and 
thrilling parties with live music, abun-
dant dancing, and outstanding food. We 
enjoy offering a different theme each 
month which is reflected in our flyers, 
décor, cuisine, and attire. If you are just 
interested in delectable food, catching 
up with friends, and listening to live 
music, you will enjoy our parties. Many 
of our members also love dancing. Our 
bands and musical performers play a 
range of music to suit different tastes 
in dancing.

We will await guidelines from the 
Casta del Sol BoD and HOA as to when 
our parties can resume. We are anxious 
to get back together and party. We miss 
being with you all.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
By now all of you have read the Stage 

3 conditions for the Billiards Room, or 
you can find it on the CdS website. But 
let’s not complain too much. In 1587 
Mary, Queen of Scots, complained 
when her table de billiard was taken 
away by those who eventually became 
her executioners. They covered her 
body with the table’s cloth. Okay, so 
much for the yucky stuff.

Today is a far cry from the gloomiest 
days of the 1920s when billiards had to 
wage a constant battle for respectability 
and when poolrooms were the target 
of politicians who wanted to purge 
immorality from the community (The 
Music Man – You Got Trouble in River 
City). Today, billiards is totally without 
stigma. It’s a chance for people to meet 
socially for a friendly evening that has 
resulted in the greatest surge in the 
game in over a century. So as soon as 

we’re out of these doldrums, come on 
down to our Billiards Room and join 
in the fun.

Fred Wilmott,
BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Bridge
Monday - Rubber Bridge
 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 Host:

 Michael Gormley ............586-1948

Tuesday - Duplicate Bridge
 12 to 4 p.m.

 Info:

 Tim McCoy ........... (805) 456-9266

Saturdays - Rubber Bridge
 6:30 to 10 p.m.

 Coordinators:

 Micki Nitchka .................716-4599

 Michael Gormley ............586-1948
Continued on page 13
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Bridge
Continued from page 12

Players contribute $1 for awards.

All the bridge groups and other clubs 
at Casta have been sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus for several weeks as 
of this writing, which is June 8. We are 
frustrated by the inability to meet with 
our bridge family during this time. But 
several of us have been playing bridge 
online on our computers and iPads. 
The site is: www.bridgebase.com. 
BBO is free to join. You can solo play 
against/with robots, with strangers, or 
with friends. You can see how your 
contracts compare, in history, to others 
who have played. It is definitely worth 
exploring. I hope we will get back to 
normal soon.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Canine Companions
Little did we know in January of this 

year that most of our plans for our fun 
luncheon events would be cancelled 
for half of the year. But here we are in 
July still not ready to make plans for 
our next Canine Companions event. 
We have had lots of new members in 
our club and everyone was excited to 
see our scheduled plans for the year. 
With all the new residents in Casta 
this year, we hope to have many new 
members joining our group. So, let’s 
look toward August for our coming out 
party. If you know of a new neighbor 
who has a dog and would like to join 
our group, please invite that person. 
We will let you know by email when 
we get the go ahead. We look forward 
to seeing you and your dog soon.

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083

Casta Chorus
The members of the newly formed 

Casta Chorus love singing. At our sec-
ond meeting, we elected Carol Burke 
as our Musical Director. Carol attended 
the Conservatory of Music at Wheaton 
College in Illinois. This expertise gives 
Carol the musical background to be an 
excellent director.

As a longtime member of Sweet Ade-
lines International, Jacqueline Tutton’s 
contribution as co-director is to make 
schedules, promote our Chorus, and 
encourage prospective members. 

We are happy to share our upcoming 
rehearsal schedule and activities. Please 
include your information in your email 
response. We look forward to singing 
with you.

Jacqueline Tutton,
jacsing14@gmail.com

Ceramics
Hi there. Everyone I talk to or see 

around Casta says the same thing - that 
they miss ceramics so much and can’t 
wait to get back together to see all 
their friends. Our officers have been 
working on procedures for reopening, 
when it is allowed. Most likely we will 
have to sign up to come in and work 
and the number of people allowed in 
each workroom will be limited. No 
one except our four certified kiln oper-
ators will be allowed in the kiln room. 
Instead, a cart will be placed in each 
workroom and items to be fired will be 
placed on one shelf, and items that have 
come out of the kiln will be placed on 
the other shelf. We will make it work.

So, everyone please stay healthy, 
strong and positive and we will be 
together soon, we hope.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Crafts for Charity
We so look forward to seeing you all 

again. Normally, we meet from 10 a.m. 
to noon on the first and third Wednes-
days each month at Rec Ctr 2. Our 
regular meetings remain suspended 
during the Coronavirus outbreak until 
the Casta del Sol Board reopens the 
Rec Centers.

At that time, in order to keep each 
other safe, we will require that every-
one wear a mask and bring hand san-
itizer. We will do physical distancing 
as much as possible.

Many of us meet for a no-host lunch 
after each craft club session. But we 
will make a decision regarding that 
activity based on state and local rulings 
at the time.

Best wishes to all for good health 
during these trying times. For updates, 
call Marlene Kazen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

Cribbage
There was NO cribbage in June. And, 

there is no more trivia to share.

Cribbage is the most fun you can 
have with your clothes on. Winning at 
cribbage isn’t everything; there’s also 
gloating, and rubbing others’ noses 
in it.

When the meeting rooms open up 
again, cribbage games are played each 
Thursday night in the Heritage Room 
at Rec Ctr 2 from 6:30 until approxi-
mately 8:45 p.m.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Heritage Garden
There will be no Heritage Garden 

Club meetings for the months of July 
and August. Instead, our dedicated 
volunteer garden workers will be 
steadfastly watering to combat drought 
conditions, as well as performing prun-
ing, weeding, and general maintenance 
to keep the Heritage Garden looking 
its best.

Thanks again to all supporters of the 
Heritage Garden who walk through as 
volunteers are working and express 
their thanks for all our hard work.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Las Damas
The ladies of the Las Damas Club are 

on summer hiatus during the months 
of July and August. The beginning of 
the new calendar year will hopefully 
begin with the September 8 luncheon 
meeting. We are hoping that all ac-
tivities will resume in September, so 
continue to watch for confirmation in 
the Courier and on eblasts from the 
Recreation Office.

Las Damas Club members are in-
vited to bring guests to the September 
meeting, for those of you who have 
acquired new neighbors or have family 
members and friends you would like to 
show a good time to at our delightful 
gatherings. It will be a very special 
meeting when we are all back togeth-
er again, celebrating our friendships, 
good health, and abundant blessings. 
See you soon.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

Military Veterans
Our Casta Del Sol Veterans Club 

must observe the same rules established 

Pinochle
There was no Pinochle in June. When 

play resumes, it will be Friday nights 
in the Heritage Room from 6:30 to 
approximately 9 p.m.

Last month, the auction was dis-
cussed to determine which player will 
be the successful bidder to play the 
hand. The two remaining players play 
in temporary partnership, and try to 
prevent the bidder from filling the con-
tract. The suit led must be followed. If a 
player has no cards in that suit, a trump 
must be played. The highest card in a 
suit or highest trump wins the trick. The 
first of identical cards wins. In play, 
each ace, ten, and King counts as one 
point. The total points in play equal 24 
for card values plus one for last trick.

Pinochle is very easy to learn, but 
a challenge to master. You learn that 
success relies on about 40% skill, and 
60% luck. Those figures vary for each 
player; but that contributes to the week-
ly challenge.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Italian American
We are hopeful that we may resume 

Italian American Club meetings in 
September, but more on that in the 
August Courier. Meanwhile, with 
the pandemic and the current riotous 
conditions, I was reminded of a daily 
radio variety show in the late 1930s 
and 40s, which some of you may re-
member. It was called The Breakfast 
Club, and was hosted by Don McNeil. 
Sometime toward the end of each show, 
as I remember, he would stop and say 
something inspiring, such as: “Each in 
your own words and each in your own 
way, let’s send positive thoughts to 
all.” Dealing with the Depression and 
World War II, it certainly was good 
advice in those days, and seemingly 
quite appropriate now.

John Richardson, 609-0334

Continued on page 16

Republicans
Unfortunately, we still cannot plan 

for any events until we know the regu-
lations about social distancing and the 
coronavirus pandemic. When we are 
able to have an event, we will advise all 
our members by a general eblast to their 
email account, articles in the Courier 
and/or by phone. Stay healthy and wise.

Cordelia Neale, 916-0117

by our Casta Board as all other clubs. 
So, we are suspending all future meet-
ings until we are authorized to meet 
in the Fiesta Room, our regular club 
meeting site.

We did have a brief Memorial Day 
ceremony outside of Rec Ctr 1 by 
the large veteran memorial stone. We 
lowered the flag to half-mast at 0800 
hours and then raised it to full mast at 
1200 hours to commemorate all of our 
fallen veterans.

We look forward to the time when 
we can resume our social activities 
and have guest speakers attend our 
club meetings. All Casta veterans are 
welcome, as our doors are always open 
to any veteran who wants to join our 
club. We hope to see you all again soon. 

Bob Casillas, 468-8135

Social Singles
We welcome all single Casta del Sol 

residents to join us as we socialize at 
fun get-togethers and form new friend-
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - July 2020 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                            Finance

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

 11  6   8

  9:30 a.m. Courier
                       Committee

  7

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Line Dancing .....................T, 4 p.m., V
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H

Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                         Meeting

  4

  9 a.m. Traffic

  5

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

  9

 25

  9 a.m. Facilities

 26

 12

 19

 17

 27  28

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.
(Subject to change)

Meetings & events
  3  1

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                         Workshop

  2

 31 30 29
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ACTIVE listing:    12
Price Range:   $637,000 - $749,000
Sq. Ft. Range:    1250 - 1522       
Sold in last 30 days:   4
Price range:    $525,000 - $716,400
Sq. Ft. Range:  1410 - 1740

Casta del Sol Real Estate Update

Based on information from CRMLS as of June 19, 2020 and is deemed reliable 
but not guaranteed accurate by the MLS.

COVID-19 Chalk Creations
By Debra Friedman, photos by Maribeth McFaul

Maribeth McFaul has honed her 
skills as a street painter over 

the past decade. Typically, she enters 
at least ten street painting exhibitions 
yearly throughout the country. During 
the annual Arts Alive Celebration at 
the Norman Murray Center, Maribeth 
helps transform the blacktop into life-
size captivating works of art.

Due to current social distancing 
requirements, Maribeth is unable to 
travel to street painting events around 
the country. Many of these artists are 
participating in virtual chalk events by 
creating pieces in their communities 

or driveways and posting them online. 
The Mission Viejo Friends of the Arts 
has encouraged alternative methods 
to express creativity during this quar-
antine since the Potocki Art Center is 
closed and unable to offer classes. So 
Maribeth took to the streets of Mission 
Viejo to bring happiness to residents 
through butterfly paintings. 

Maribeth chose butterflies as a theme 
because of the idea of metamorphosis 
after a period of isolation. With these 
butterflies she hopes to ease the feel-
ings of loss during the pandemic. She 
created her first chalk butterfly at the 

Potocki Center in early March. Follow-
ing that, she created stunning and col-
orful butterflies around the city on the 
Oso Creek Trail, Olympiad Road, and 
Flo-Jo Park. Along with her beautiful 
renditions of butterflies she included 
related quotes:

• “The Butterfly counts not months, 
but moments and has time enough.”

• “When she thought her life was 
over, she became this beautiful butter-
fly.”

• “Love is like a butterfly. It goes 
where it pleases, and it pleases wher-
ever it goes.”

• “A season of loneliness and iso-
lation is when the caterpillar gets its 
wings.”

• “Open your heart and your mind 
like the wings of a butterfly. See how 
high you can fly.”

Maribeth has received recognition 
from Mission Viejo Connection and 
Mission Viejo Life on social media for 
spreading enjoyment around Mission 
Viejo through art. She received an 
award from Chalk Hill Estates for one 
of the butterfly drawings.

In addition to her chalk paintings, 
Maribeth is accomplished in various 
other media. She displays her paintings 
at the Cove Gallery in Laguna Beach. 
She has exhibited at the OC Fair, Art-
A-Fair, other venues, and recently in 
the library at Casta del Sol.
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Social Singles
Continued from page 13

Vegetable Garden
In 1979, a group of Casta residents 

founded the Vegetable Garden Club. 
They requested that the HOA allocate 
land used as the equipment storage area 
by the Mission Viejo Company. That 
land was divided into 94 garden lots. 
Soon after, an additional 50 lots were 
added. Today there are 147 which are 
all assigned to residents. Forty years 
ago, the garden area looked different 
than it does today. Fences, some in 
bright colors, have been added to pro-
tect crops from the long-eared critters. 
The gazebo was constructed to offer a 
cool place to rest in the shade. Beauti-
ful mature trees now provide a variety 
of fruit. 

The vegetable garden area is open 
only to residents for viewing during 
COVID-19. Just remember, as my 
mother used to say, “Look with your 
eyes, not your hands.” And, enjoy your 
walk through our beautiful garden.

Happy gardening.
Lynne Crum, 581-2349

Water Exercise
July… who knows? We may still be 

on a pool lockdown. It is a bit difficult 
to project a month ahead about whether 
or not we will be back in the water. 
But, cross your fingers and hope that 
our water workout group soon will be 
dipping back in the pool. And when 
we are, we are going to enjoy it all the 
more. Our Monday through Friday 
workout is usually at 9 a.m. in Pool 
1. I hope everyone has been keeping 
up their fitness routines and we can 
resume with enthusiasm. See you at 
the pool…maybe…soon?

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members contin-

ue with their weekly outdoor meetings 
until such time as we can get together 
in our usual club meeting room at 
Rec Ctr 1. Club members have come 
up with some new designs and made 
samples of our mailbox decorations 
for the 2020 holiday season. We will 
ask for outside opinions before making 
the final decision on the designs that we 
will construct this summer.

Club members are also hoping that 
we will be able to attend the Orange 
County Woodworkers Association 
meeting if the members are able to get 
together in July.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766

Variety
The Variety Club is a group of those 

who enjoy the performance arts. Some 
members love to perform – acting, 
singing, dancing, skits, comedy, play-
ing instruments, etc. There are other 
members who support the on-stage 
talent by being in the stage crew, or 
helping with décor, refreshments, 
announcements, ticket sales, etc. We 
encourage newcomers to join us and 
have tons of fun.

As soon as we get permission from 
the Board, we will start producing new 
live shows. Stay tuned for information 
in the Courier, flyers, and eblasts.

Outside of the Variety Club endeav-
ors, some of our members have been 
entertaining themselves and others as 
well as exercising their creative juices 
by recording on Zoom and posting on 
Facebook and/or YouTube. Check out 
Almost Live with Shirley and Dan on 
YouTube for a very entertaining treat. 
If you would like more information or 
care to join us, contact Barb Turino at 
(951) 858-7350.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Paddle Tennis
Once Casta del Sol is in Phase 2 of 

the reopening plan and we are allowed 
to play paddle tennis again, we look 
forward to seeing all our current and 
new players. Paddle tennis offers many 
opportunities to participate. You can 
schedule times to play with family, 
friends, and neighbors, as well as play 
during open play times, participate in 
tournaments, and join the Paddle Ten-
nis Club for social events. Stay tuned 
to eblasts, emails to members, the web-
site, and the Casta Courier for updates.

We intend to offer novice paddle 
tennis players clinics consisting of 
lessons and practice on the second and 
fourth Monday of each month at 4 p.m. 
We can’t wait to get back on court and 
enjoy this unique amenity.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Lawn Bowling
Hopefully, change is in the wind and 

by the time this Courier is delivered 
we will be bowling again. As of this 
writing we are in Phase 1 of the Casta 
del Sol Board of Director’s (BoD) 
reopening plan. When Phase 2 occurs, 
lawn bowling will be included. How-
ever, the details related to our opening 
may be somewhat different from the 
information provided by the BoD on 
June 5. Opening details are still a work 
in progress and the BoD is listening to 
our suggestions.

In the meantime, President Gary 
says, “We will all need to be patient 
with our new ways of lawn bowling. 
We are putting much thought into 
eliminating touch points and ensuring 
social distancing. Your safety is our 
main concern.”

We can hardly wait to join you in a 
little fresh air and exercise.

Sondra Nelson, 290-4298

Men’s Golf
This report is being written during the 

first week of June. Right now, the Mis-
sion Viejo Golf Course is not allowing 
us to resume our normal Wednesday 
club play. We hope we will be up and 
running again in July. On July 1, the 
City of Mission Viejo is thought to be 
taking over management of the golf 
course from American Golf, but at 
this time we have no official documen-
tation of that change or of operating 
procedures. Like all golfers, we are in 
a wait-and-see mode.

Our club is scheduled to play our 
summer tournament on July 15 and 
hold an awards dinner. Also, we are 
supposed to be in the second month of 
our annual Club Championship match-
es. Please watch for email updates 
about these events.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Pickleball
Hello fellow Casta del Sol residents. 

We hope you are well.

We are sorry to report that the courts 
at Rec Ctr 2 are still closed so we are 
unable to play pickleball. Please be 
sure that your pickleball paddles don’t 
get lost under all of the things you are 
cleaning out and sorting as part of your 
many home projects; one day we will 
play again. While we wait for play to 
resume, here two worthwhile videos 
for you to view:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e 
1XV5PIBrs0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z 
3lNvGF49CE

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526 or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

ships. Due to the coronavirus, at this 
time the singles group has NO games 
or restaurant events planned in July, 
as we are waiting to see how things 
progress with the re-opening. We may 
be trying cul-de-sac get-togethers. To 
find out more about this, please look 
for emails from the group.

Typically, our group meets twice 
a month on the first Thursday of the 
month for games and socializing, and 
on the third Thursday of the month at a 
local restaurant. Occasionally, we have 
potlucks and other events. There is no 
membership fee. To join the group and 
get on our email list, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Mary Carlson 
(marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson, 380-0744
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Norman Murray Center

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

Local Resources for Seniors

Please refer to the June Casta Courier 
for details about three continuing Nutri-
tion Resources/Senior Meals. They are 
the Park-It-Market on Fridays; the Age 
Well Senior Services Grab and Go meal 
options; and the once-a-month distribu-
tion of non-perishable food items.

Park-It-Market: Free Mobile Food 
Pantry for Seniors, Fridays / 8 to 9 
a.m.

*Park-It-Market will be held on Thurs-
day, July 2.

Age Well Senior Services can be 
contacted for more information at 
470-3063.

COVID-19: Anatomy of a Scam 
Most commonly, the COVID-19 scams 
include what appear to be legitimate 
offers: promises of a cure or access 
to limited testing or other medical 
resources, up-to-date tracking tools 
to keep you informed of COVID-19’s 
progress, or special offers to defer 
payments on everything from taxes to 
utility bills. Here are some simple ways 
to avoid COVID-19 scams:

• If you didn’t initiate contact with 
the person offering goods or services, 
assume it’s a scam.

• Look for generic greetings such as 
“Hello, Sir/Madame” indicating the 
sender is not sure of your gender, indi-
cating the sender is a stranger.

• Be wary of links in email or text 
messages, even if you recognize the 
sender. Visit the known web site of 
the company or organization allegedly 
offering goods or service, rather than 
click on provided links if anything 
looks suspicious. Verify the legitimacy 
of the individual or company/organiza-
tion making contact.

• Authenticity and security of chari-
ties can be checked through watchdog 
agencies such as Charity Watch 
(https://www.charitywatch.org/) or 
Charity Navigator (https://www.
charitynavigator.org/)

• Never provide personal, banking, 
credit card, or investment information 
over the phone or in an email message 
unless you initiated the call or corre-
spondence.

• Do not give in to pressure to act 
now. Important decisions regarding 
health and finances deserve careful 
thought and analysis. Don’t let your 
fears about COVID-19 drive you to 
make bad decisions.

The Murray Memo is published each 
month and contains information about 
many additional resources available 
virtually. If you would like to receive 
The Murray Memo by email each 
month, email Recreation@cityofmis-
sionviejo.org with The Murray Memo 
in the subject line.

City Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

The city voted to proceed with fire-
works on July 4 this year. Fireworks 
can be viewed and enjoyed from many 
homes and places around Casta del Sol. 
The show begins at sunset and lasts 
about 30 minutes.

The city has negotiated the contract 
for new golf carts for the city course, 
with delivery in the near future.

By the time of publication of this 
Courier, the community contest seek-
ing the public’s help in renaming its 
golf course will be over, and we will be 

awaiting the decision on a new name by 
the Community Services Commission 
and City Council.

Please plan ahead and put this date 
on your calendar. At our CdS Board 
Meeting on September 17, Keith Rat-
tay, Assistant City Manager, and the 
person in charge of all changes and 
improvements to the newly-purchased 
golf course, will be in attendance to 
answer any questions that homeowners 
have about the golf course, restaurant, 
or fence clean-up. Bring your questions 
and plan to attend.

PC Tips and Hints
Photo Transfer to PC 
– Part 1

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell

What do you do with the 5000+ 
photos on your cell phone? Did your 
digital camera run out of memory in the 
middle of the grandkid’s birthday par-
ty? Or do you just post all of them on 
social media, including pictures of last 
night’s dinner at Pasta Forkie’s?

Cell phone to cloud storage 
(data centers throughout the 
USA) is quite easy via services 
like Apple iCloud, Google Drive, 
Dropbox, and Microsoft One-
Drive. If you have one, an iPhone 
can be configured to automatical-
ly send photos to iCloud. With 
the OneDrive app, I just open it 
on my phone and any recent pho-
tos or videos are transferred into 
my OneDrive account. Signing 
into my OneDrive account on my 
home PC gives me access to all 
my phone’s photos and videos. 

I can then print, edit, delete, copy to 
the PC, and share via email. A visit 
or phone call to your local cell phone 
provider might be helpful to get you 
started.

What if you don’t want to fool with 
the cloud storage option? The cable 
that charges your cell phone and dig-
ital camera will plug into your PC’s 
USB port. Most cameras come with 
an application to help transfer photos 
to the PC; most cell phones are not as 
intuitive. For cell phones you can use 
the drag and drop or copy and paste 
method. What is that you say? Check 
back next month for a File Explorer 
tutorial. Send your questions or com-
ments to kipisbell@live.com.
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What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Herbed Potato Salad
This is a delicious salad for summer-

time because it uses no mayonnaise.

3 lbs. small red potatoes, washed and 
quartered

½ cup extra-virgin olive oil

2 Tbsp. sugar

2 tsp. red-wine vinegar

2 - 3 cloves garlic, minced

2 tsp. whole grain Dijon mustard

¼ tsp. crushed red pepper flakes (op-
tional)

½ cup fresh parsley, chopped

¼ cup fresh dill, chopped

¼ cup cilantro, chopped

4 scallions, thinly sliced

3 ribs celery, finely diced

1 small red onion, diced

salt and pepper to taste

Steam potatoes until fork tender. 
Drain in a colander and transfer to a 
large mixing bowl.

Make dressing while potatoes are 
cooking. In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether oil, garlic, and 2 Tbsp. vinegar, 
2 Tbsp. sugar, Dijon mustard, and 
crushed red pepper flakes. Season with 
salt and pepper. Whisk until combined. 
Add in the parsley, dill, and cilantro. 
Stir and set aside.

Drizzle half the dressing over the 
warm potatoes and gently toss to com-
bine. Add the scallions, celery, and red 
onion. Drizzle remaining dressing to 
taste. Adjust seasonings and salt and 
pepper.

Serve warm or cold.

Oatmeal Container Castles

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

When my grandkids were young, 
they visited our house often. Although 
we had toys and games, I preferred to 
encourage playing that was generated 
by their vivid imaginations.

To that end, I thought of a creative 
use for empty cylindrical oatmeal con-
tainers. When I had collected a large 
amount of them, I said to the grandkids, 
“Let’s build a castle.”

They looked doubtful, but when I 
stacked a few, their eyes lit up, and 
they joined in. Just as I suspected, their 
imaginations sparked, and our castle 
took shape, complete with turrets, an 
aluminum foil moat, and a drawbridge 
made from the top of a shoebox with 
string attached for raising and lowering 
it. Thrilled with their creation, castle 

building became a popular feature of 
every visit.

When my son and his family moved 
several hours north of here, we knew 
visits to our house would be rare due 
to the long drive. At one point, much 
to my annoyance, I found out that my 
husband had thrown away the oatmeal 
containers.

“By the time they visit, they’ll have 
outgrown castle building,” he said, 
defensively.

Not a good thing to say to a grandma 
who’s already annoyed. I informed 
him that his prediction was completely 
wrong.

 It was nearly six months before my 
son and his family ventured south for a 
visit. The first thing the kids said was, 
“Let’s build a castle!”

Grandpa bailed himself out by taking 
them for ice cream.

Need I say it? Grandma knows best.

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino

How well do you know our commu-
nity?

See if you can choose the correct 
answer below:

Approximately how many trees are 
there in Casta del Sol?

[a]2,500; [b] 5,000; [c] 7,500; [d] 
10,000; [e] 12,500

(The answer appears on page 20 in 
this issue of the Courier.)
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Restaurant Reviews
By Fran Morgan

Last month, the Courier asked resi-
dents for restaurant reviews for the cur-
rent COVID-19 Pandemic quarantine. 
Here are several we received.

David Ankeny recommends Spike’s 
Fish House in Rancho Santa Margar-
ita (in the Lowe’s center). It features 
casual dining at moderate prices. They 
are currently offering take out and open 
patio seating. There is a great selection 
of fresh fish on the grill or fried: basa 
(white fish), salmon, shrimp on a stick, 
halibut, and mahi mahi, as well as 
chicken. All selections can be served 
as bowls or plates.

The restaurant offers an array of 
sides: rice, veggies, beans, chips, sal-
sa, soba noodles, coleslaw, and green 
salad.

For Taco Tuesday they offer a fam-
ily meal of four fish/chicken and four 
shrimp/salmon tacos, with rice and 
beans for $26.

Family-owned, friendly servers, and 
quick service.

Order online and it will be ready in 
10-15 minutes for pickup.

Rancho Santa Margarita and Laguna 
Niguel locations

Open 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Check out 
their website at https://www.spikesfish-
house.com/menus.

Lori Hobmann recommends Tutto 
Fresco.

For my birthday in May, a neighbor 
ordered a lunch from Tutto Fresco in 
Rancho Santa Margarita.

We had a delicious meal of tomato 
bisque soup, a big salad with fresh 
grilled salmon, and focaccia bread 
with olive oil and balsamic vinegar. 
They even included some free birthday 
cheesecake. They offer free delivery 
too, during this quarantine period.

Please send your restaurant reviews 
to fmorgan17@cox.net. 

Travel Committee – Cosmic Sights
By Debra Friedman, photos by Randy Smith

Delectable Italian food, a little wine, 
and a focus on the cosmos describes 
the Travel Committee trip entitled 
Hollywood Lights & Cosmic Sights. On 
February 26, a sell-out assemblage of 
60 passengers embarked on this highly 
touted adventure.

The first destination was the re-
nowned San Antonio Winery, a gem 
tucked away in a nondescript industrial 
area of Los Angeles. The winery has 
been operating since 1917 in the Lin-
coln Heights district and uses grapes 
from family farms in Monterey and 
Napa Valley. San Antonio produces 
varietal, table, and dessert wines. CdS 
trekkers first headed to banquet style ta-
bles for a dinner that included a choice 
of about 15 hot entrees. The food and 
service were excellent. There was time 
for some wine tasting, wine purchas-
ing, and shopping for food and gift 
items. The selection of gourmet Italian 
food as well as home décor and gifts 
with a European flair was impressive. 
Almost everyone left with a memento.

The coach then ventured through 
the streets of Los Feliz into Griffith 
Park and up the incline to the famed 
Griffith Observatory. The views of the 
Hollywood sign, the Mt. Wilson Ob-
servatory, and the expanse of lights of 
Los Angeles were breathtaking. Most 
visitors attended a Planetarium Show 

with tranquil music and narration that 
transported them to another dimension, 
while learning about the Big Bang, the 
origin of the galaxies, the constella-
tions, the astrological symbols, and the 
expansion of the universe. The Once 
and Future Griffith Observatory film, 
narrated by Leonard Nimoy, described 
the fascinating history of the beautiful 
and unique art deco building. The ob-
servatory was conceived by Griffith J. 
Griffith and completed in 1935. After 
many years of wear and tear, as well as 
a desire for enlargement, an astounding 
transformation of the building took 
place in 2002.

The array of experiences included 
studying exhibits, peering through 
telescopes, watching and listening to 
the shows, and admiring the beautiful 
surroundings. Although many CdS 
travelers had previously visited the 
Griffith Observatory in the daytime, 
they were now afforded an opportunity 
to observe the stars, moon, and planets 
via professional telescopes. This was 
a highly respected expedition, among 
many trips offered by the CdS Travel 
Committee.

Photos on page 22

Social Super Sunday Shuffleboard
By Debra Friedman, photo by Kip Isbell

Social Super Sunday shuffleboard is 
equal parts socializing, enjoying appe-
tizing food, and competing for the win 
by playing shuffleboard. There are two 
Sunday shuffleboard events that have 
run for over a decade. The fourth Sun-
day game, called Social Super Sunday, 
was hosted by Bob and Mo Caywood 
until recently. Myrna Smith, Linda 
Clark, and Maris Stevenson have taken 
over the reins with assistance from Val 
and Paul Ricci. The third week of the 
month event is entitled Sunday Super 
Shuffle.

These fun Sunday events originated 
from a desire to have shuffleboard 
opportunities that are moderately 
competitive, yet engaging. With the 
maximum of eight teams, partners 
remain together throughout the event. 
Following two complete games, teams 
rotate lanes to afford an opportunity 
to play against other teams. The team 
nature of this event makes for greater 
comradery. Partners are not attempting 

to take out each other’s discs but rather 
work in concert to attain the highest 
possible score. Another difference 
from most shuffleboard games is in the 
scoring and the point assignments. For 
instance, there is no penalty for the disc 
landing on the middle lines or residing 
in the kitchen area at the bottom of 
the triangle. The leaders of the event 
also add a unique twist, such as extra 
points for hitting a specially designed 
red rimmed disc. 

At the end of the rotation, the teams’ 
scores are totaled in order to award 
first, second, and third place prizes. 
Sometimes there are even booby prizes. 
But before the prizes are awarded there 
is the highlight – the food. The Social 
Super Sunday event was designed as 
a pot luck. There are typically two or 
more crockpot dishes, various salads, 
fruit, appetizers, and several desserts. 
Ann Loranger is renowned for her de-
lectable homemade cakes.

Continued on page 22
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Casta Trivia
from page 18

Approximately how many trees are 
there in Casta del Sol?

Correct answer is [d] 10,000

By Janice Anchell

Casta Residents Share “It’s a Small World” Memories

My husband and I were celebrating 
his birthday at Hollywood Park in Los 
Angeles. After cutting the cake, I asked 
the people in the adjoining box if they 
would care for some cake. Their answer 
was, “Yes!” 

Janice said, “Where are you from, your 
accent is familiar?”

From them, “We are from Oklahoma.” 

Janice, “I’m from Oklahoma.”

From them, “Where?”

Janice, “Elk City.”

From them, “Really, us too, who are 
you?” 

Janice, “Dr. Levick‘s daughter.”

From them, “We were at your wed-
ding.”

They were there with their son who 
had just graduated from USC. I had 
been away from Elk City for more 
than 20 years. I moved to Casta from 
Brentwood 36 years ago.

Do you have a Small World memo-
ry? If so, send it to Sara Henninger at 
sarahenninger@cox.net.

By Jo Steciuk

Years ago, I disembarked from a 
cruise at Port Said, Egypt. Meanwhile, 
my husband was working on The Love 
Boat show and on the Great Pyramid 
of Giza. We decided to ride camels up 
to that incredible site to go inside. As 
I mounted my camel, he began to bray 
and spit his displeasure and his handler 
sounded to be cursing him in Arabic 
while leading up to the pyramid. Off 
to our left, I could see another woman 
approaching on a camel whose de-
meaner and that of his handler seemed 
no better than mine. We cracked up 
before we got close enough to rec-
ognize each other as classmates from 
Glendale College. Talk about a small 
world! Afterwards, my old classmate 
and three other women from the ship 
were begged by several Arab boys to 
ride horseback across the Sahara to go 
to the backdoor of the Sphinx. We did, 
but that’s another story.

By Paula Berg

I was almost 50 years old. My three 
sons were on their own and it seemed to 
be the perfect time to fulfill my lifelong 
fantasy of seeing the world. I had years 
of experience as a front office secretary 
in private industry, so I decided to take 
the test for the State Department’s For-
eign Service. I passed the entry exam 
and physical and waited for the call 
from Washington. After more than six 
months, I finally got the call.

My first assignment was to the US 
Embassy in Quito, Ecuador. After two 
years, I was assigned to the American 
Consulate in Tijuana. From here, I went 
to Croatia for four years. During those 
years, I traveled extensively throughout 
Europe and the Middle East.

In the mid-1990s, I was in Israel and 
had signed up to take a small van tour 
of Jerusalem, the Negev Desert, and 
Eilat.

The van driver sent around a clip-
board for passengers to sign their 
names and where they came from. 
The lady on my left passed it to me 
and I noticed that her last name was 
Rooks and that she was from Boston. 
I had a half-sister living in Boston 
with that same name. I asked her if 
she knew Minna or Arthur Rooks. She 
was startled and said that Arthur was 
her husband’s brother and Minna, her 
sister-in-law.

So, here we were in the middle of 
nowhere and found that we were in-
directly related to one another. It is a 
small world after all!

By Debra Friedman

It’s a small world, or as we sometimes 
say, Jewish geography. I was dating my 
ex-husband, Orrin Friedman for about 
a month when I accompanied him to 
the Friedman family Thanksgiving 
dinner. His brother was married to Judy 
Friedman, who said she was born in 
New York. We talked a bit more and 
pinpointed our connection. Her parents, 
Gladys and Phil Duff, grew up on the 
lower East Side of Manhattan and hap-
pened to be best friends of my parents, 
Milton and Mitzi Glass. The families 
had lost touch many years before with 
the move to Los Angeles. They recon-
nected and stayed fast friends for many 
years after.

I Remember When
By April Wilsey

I remember when all through ele-
mentary school there was a program 
for students to save money in a bank. 
We were given a small cardboard en-
velope with our names on it, and inside 
of it was the actual bank book where 
the amount was written in showing 
how much money we had deposited. 
During the school year, each week, 
my parents gave me one dollar to put 
in my account. I did that for six years 
and my brother did it for four years. I 
remember having $200 in the account 
when my parents bought a house. Then, 
with some embarrassment, they said 
they needed that money to help buy 
the house. I told my parents that I felt 
like I was paying for my room, so I 
didn’t mind giving them the money. 
Of course, my brother fell in line with 
that thinking, and in 1963 we moved 
to Downey.

When I think of it now, however, I am 
amazed that my $200 plus my brother’s 
$100 was such a big help in buying that 
house. Today, that money would only 
cover a couple of nights in a motel.

Do you have a Remember When 
memory? If so, send it to Sara Hen-
ninger at sarahenninger@cox.net.

Directions Needed 
for Guest Passes

Each of your guests can always 
try their luck with GPS to get to 
your home.  But for the best direc-
tions, or personal directions (i.e. 
turn left on the third street off Cal-
le Valdes, etc.) the Dwelling Live 
system requires residents to log 
in at dwellingliveresidents.com 
and enter the directions manual-
ly.  If you need help logging into 
Dwelling Live, please check with 
the recreation center for assistance
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Travel Committee – Cosmic Sights
Continued from page 19

CdS travelers in front of the Griffith Observatory

Casta Women Enjoying the Winery

Ready for a Fun Afternoon

Social Super Sunday Shuffleboard
Continued from page 19

Once we are at the appropriate 
reopening stage, newcomers are wel-
come to join these events on the third 
and fourth Sundays of each month by 
signing up on the corkboard in the 
Shuffleboard Pavilion. Sunday fun 

shuffleboard is so popular that spots 
often fill up weeks in advance, so there 
is often a waiting list. What better way 
to spend a few hours on a Sunday af-
ternoon, rain or shine?

Please join us in welcoming Kelly Gee, DO, to the Ladera Ranch offi ce. She is a board certifi ed doctor specializing 
in family medicine. She believes in helping patients attain and maintain good health to be the best versions of 
themselves.

Dr. Gee will work together with our health care team to provide you with personalized and compassionate care.  
The services we offer at the Ladera Ranch offi ce include:

• Same-day appointments
• Urgent care and after-hours care
• Adult medical care, geriatric care and 
   children’s health age 1+
• Referral coordination for specialty care services

• Services available in Spanish
• Association with leading hospitals, including:

 Mission Hospital – Laguna Beach
 Mission Hospital – Mission Viejo
 Saddleback Medical Center – Laguna Hills

Shawn 
Plowman, PA-C, MMS

Family Medicine

Matthew 
Biasca, PA-C
Family Medicine

Mitchell 
Wainwright, MD

Family Medicine

Kelly 
Gee, DO

Family Medicine

Working together to keep you healthy

800 Corporate Dr., Ste. 100
Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
Tel: 1-949-364-9112

Primary care hours:
Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Urgent care hours:
Mon.–Fri., 8 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sat., 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Most holidays, 9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Same-day appointments available.

Call 1-949-364-9112 today to schedule an appointment.

Monarch is OptumCare Medical Group’s HMO 
network for specialists, hospitals, labs and more

Optum® and OptumCare® are trademarks of Optum, Inc. Optum is an equal opportunity employer.

© 2020 Optum, Inc. All rights reserved.

Welcome 
Dr. Gee

optumcare.com
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Casta Classic Cars – Happy Anniversary!
By Bob Destino, photo by Paul Harmon

Joey Sherman started looking for a 
1970 pickup truck a few years ago. He 
wanted to have one to commemorate 
his company’s 50th anniversary in 
2020. He did find one a couple of years 
ago, a 1970 Chevy El Camino Super 
Sport, but it was in very bad shape. 
The interior was a mess, the exterior 

was badly rusted, and the transmission 
and rear end needed to be replaced. But 
now it’s 2020, the company’s golden 
anniversary year, and the El Camino is 
spotless. It has become the company 
“theme car.” It’s in such good shape 
that Joey uses it to commute to work in 
Burbank several times a week.

Joey Sherman with his renovated El Camino

Simple Beauty – Stretch Glass Collection
Article and photos by Jeff McCoy

The hobby of collecting is as varied 
as the collectors, the collections and 
the reasons for collecting. For Eliz-
abeth Kramer it was the allure of a 
gradient-pink compote that inspired 
her desire to collect iridescent stretch 
glassware. Some 40 years ago, Eliz-
abeth attended a Depression Glass 
Society open house in Torrance, CA. 
Besides the mostly green utilitarian 
Depression Glass, the society also dis-
played the more lustrous carnival glass 
and stretch glass, most of which were 
created from 1910 to the mid-thirties. 
“When I saw the stretch glass pieces, 
I was hooked,” Elizabeth recalled. 
“Their simple beauty spoke to me. And 
they were affordable.”

Most stretch glassware was made 
from molten glass pressed into molds. 
After the still hot glassware was re-
trieved from the mold, it was sprayed 
with metallic salts to produce an iri-

descent finish with colors like topaz 
yellow, celeste blue, Florentine green, 
iris ice and gold. It was then reheated 
and “worked” in some way (flared 
out, cupped in or crimped, etc.). The 
working of the glass “stretched” the ir-
idescent surface and produced a crack-
le, cobweb or onion skin effect. As 
Elizabeth discovered, “stretch glass” 
is a strange name for such beautiful 
glassware.

When Elizabeth and husband Bill 
(Casta residents since 2013) travelled 
to places like Julian, Santa Barbara and 
Temecula, they visited antique shops in 
search of stretch glass pieces like radi-
ant candleholders, candy jars or plates 
and servers. As Elizabeth found pieces 
like the two Fenton dolphin fan vases 
(see photo), she was also collecting 
mementos of treasured experiences.

Dolphin Fan Vase and Stretch Glass Collection

PLAN AHEAD TODAY

Request your FREE Personal Planning Guide
(949) 382-7782

22772 Centre Drive, Suite 130 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 | FD 2241

PacificCremationServices.com

Plan Ahead & Register Your Wishes Today

PERSONAL 
PLANNING

GUIDE

Request your FREE 
personal planning guide.

Take the plunge!

Planning in advance provides significant savings.

Call for a free consult to learn about the many benefits.

(949) 382-7782
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We are grateful for all the caregivers, nurses, therapists, EMS 
personnel, housekeeping staff, cooks, dishwashers, food servers, 
maintenance workers, drivers, activities staff and receptionists 
who are working in retirement communities and nursing homes. 
And a special thank you for going above-and-beyond during 
this time to take care of our seniors. You are appreciated! 

23442 El Toro Road, Lake Forest, CA 92630  |  (949) 340-8108  |  freedomvillage.org
Lic. #300606831  COA 143

FOLLOW
 US ON:

Thank you
for all you do
every day!

We are grateful for all the caregivers nurses therapists EEMMSSS

THANK YOU HEROES!

Capturing the Beauty of Casta

Photos by Paul Harmon

Photo by April Wilsey
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the August issue. The next stuffing date is Friday, July 
31, 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room.

A GOOD READ: The Lager Queen of Minnesota
Book Review by Liz Rickett

Do you like beer? Want to know how 
to make beer? A Midwesterner? Have 
a difficult relationship with a sibling? 
Enjoy reading about people who have 
the good old American work ethic? 

If you answered yes to one or more 
of these questions, you will enjoy the 
book The Lager Queen of Minnesota 
by J. Ryan Stradal. The only problem 
with reading it is that it really made 
me want to try all the different kinds 
of beer noted in the novel.

This book is available in the Casta 
del Sol Library.

A GOOD READ: The Floating Feldmans
Book Review by Liz Rickett

The novel The Floating Feldmans by 
Elyssa Friedland, deals with a family 
who go on a five-night cruise. The 
cruise, ostensibly to celebrate the ma-
triarch’s 70th birthday, is paid for by 
the mother and father. Not the closest 
of families, the mother is surprised 
when daughter, son-in-law, son, girl-

friend, and two teenage grandchildren 
all agree to come.

During the course of the trip, secrets 
are revealed, relationships develop, and 
a family is formed.

This is a quick, enjoyable read avail-
able in the Casta del Sol Library.

 

OConnorMortuary.com

Laguna Hills FD1293

877.872.2736

Everyone has 
a unique story.

...and we are here 
to help you tell it.

HEARTS
Healing
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
We will be open again soon. 

My suite is sanitized after every client, 
your health is my priority! 

I look forward to seeing you when we re-open.  
23612 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 

Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 7 pm 
See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 

949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
HB AIR DUCT 

90 Day Warranty On Work 
10% Senior Discount. 

Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

COVID-19 DOESN’T HAVE TO STOP YOU 
FROM WORKING THROUGH YOUR 

FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 

Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 
banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
We can meet online via ZOOM, or in person 
complying with social distancing guidelines. 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

HANDYMAN - CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

TAX PREPARATION 

Rosendo Castillo 
Enrolled Agent IRS #00097648EA 

Resident of Casta del Sol 
Cell Phone: 305-282-5899 

rjcsail@aol.com 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent ● IRS & CTEC Registered 

Tax Preparer ●  Bonded 
CdS Resident  ●  Appointments 

949.716.9970 or taxexpert@cox.net 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


