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Vicki Slawson and Architectural 
Guidelines
 Article and photo by Liz Rickett

Getting to Know Our Neighbors:
Bill Swift

Continued on page 8

On July 20, 1969 the whole world 
heard these famous words from 

Neil Armstrong: The Eagle has landed! 
This history-changing event was the 
first landing of a man on the moon, the 
Apollo 11 mission. Parker Aerospace, 
a part of Parker Hannifin Corporation, 
designed and manufactured more than 
120 vital components for this and other 
Apollo missions, and as a young engi-
neer, Bill Swift was heavily involved 
in the program.

But Bill’s biggest challenge came 
about six months later when the world 
heard another message from space: 
Houston, we have a problem. This 
message came from the three-man 
crew of Apollo 13 when an oxygen 
tank exploded and about 50% of their 
oxygen supply was lost. NASA im-
mediately contacted Parker and other 
suppliers for their recommendations on 
how to get the crew back safely. Parker 
assembled a team of engineers and 

By Bob Destino, photo by Paul Harmon

technicians and, with Bill’s leadership, 
conducted tests on the Parker Regulator 
like the one used in the spacecraft. Bill 
explained that they needed to see if 
the valves could function in ways for 
which they had not been designed in 
order to conserve the remaining supply 
of oxygen. The team worked around 
the clock for two days and was able 
to instruct NASA on how to proceed 

 

2020 Annual 
Election:
Vote as Early 
as Possible

Please read the Election Com-
mittee article on page 6.

June 19 –  Ballot Box closes at 5 
p.m.

June 24 –  Ballots will be tabu-
lated – location to be 
announced.

June 25 –  48th Annual Meeting 
7 p.m., Vista Room. 
Election results will be 
announced.

Please Vote and return your 
ballot before June 19.

The Architectural Committee is the 
first and only Casta del Sol Com-

mittee mandated by the CC&Rs. Their 
Rules and Regulations take up 30 pages 
in the 2019 Casta Telephone Directory. 
That’s about to change.

Under the leadership of Vicki Slaw-
son, Architectural Committee Chair, 
new Standards and Guidelines are 
being developed. These were written 
topic by topic instead of page by page 
so they will be simpler, shorter and 
more easily understood. Items where 
members had less expertise, have been 
removed. The result is a document that 
focuses on the positive. It details what 
the committee, which Vicki describes 
as a “committee of neighbors,” wants 
to see so that property values are main-
tained, aesthetics are valued and the 
look of the community is harmonious.

Vicki and her husband Jim moved 
to Casta in September 2017. They had 

previously lived in a 55+ community 
in the Bay Area where Vicki served 
on the facilities committee and Jim 
was a board member. After attending 
the Community Fair and Newcomers 
Luncheon, Vicki signed up for the 
Architectural Committee. She had read 
the Rules, Guidelines and CC&Rs but 
wanted to know how they all worked.

The fact that the document is titled 

President’s
Message
Randy 
Thompson, 
President

As I sit here 
on Cinco de 
Mayo,  I  am 
pondering what 
the world will look like once we 
have COVID-19 mostly behind us. 
One thing for sure is that I will not 
be going out today for Taco Tues-
day to celebrate the day. Clearly, 
many things will be different than 
they were. Until we have a vaccine 
that can protect all of us from the 
ravages of this virus, we will need 
to adjust how we operate in the 
world outside of our homes. Even 
so, many of these adjustments 
will become standard operating 
procedure. The modifications that 
are made may not sit well with 
everyone, but remember, our goal 
will always be what is good for 

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager

Eblasts
 First and foremost, we hope you 

and your families are safe and se-
cure. We understand these are very 
uneasy times and we want you to 
know that we will continue to get 
information out to our residents 
as soon as we can. Our best up-
to-date information is through an 
eblast. Our eblasts are also put on 
the Casta del Sol website, www.
castadelsol.com. If you, or a resi-
dent you know, wants to be added 
to the eblast list, please have them 
email Valerie Hanich at vhanich@
powerstonepm.com.

Quorum Requirement 
The Homeowners Association 

Annual Meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 25 at 7 p.m. The 

Standards and Guidelines rather than 
Rules and Guidelines indicates the new 
thrust of the committee. Vicki sees the 
committee being more involved with 
the community in creating spaces that 
are more beautiful and that harmoni-
ously update Casta.

The Architectural Committee has 
been keeping the Board apprised during 
development of the new Standards and 
Guidelines. It is anticipated they will 
be ready sometime this spring, after 
which they will be reviewed by the 
Board and their attorney and then sent 
to residents with rule revisions of other 
committees.

In the meantime, if you have any 
questions about the Architectural Com-
mittee, Vicki welcomes your calls. Her 
phone number is listed in the phone 
book.

Medical Alert
Residents and their guests 

cannot park in cul-de-sacs with 
no sidewalks per Casta del Sol 
rules. Medical, fire and other 
emergency vehicles need easy 
and close access to the home 
with a medical emergency.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 22 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 22

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Priscilla Tripp ptripp1@gmail.com
Treasurer: William Swift wgswift1940@gmail.com
Directors: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
 Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
 Ron Foglesong mousefan2@cox.net
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Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

the community at large. We need to 
take our thinking from me to we. With 
that in mind, we will be asking for ev-
eryone’s patience as we navigate our 
way through the changes to come. As 
always, the Board and staff will consid-
er all suggestions as we move forward. 
This is important because no one has 
been through a situation quite like this.

As states across the country begin 
to try to get back to some kind of new 
normal, we here in Casta del Sol will 
be attempting to do that as well. There 
may be new recommendations that will 
be put in place by the various govern-
mental agencies. Our goal should and 
will be to follow the most comprehen-
sive of these recommendations, thus 
ensuring we are making our community 
as safe as humanly possible. The Board 
and staff are working hard to establish 
guidelines and plans for the reopening 
of our many great amenities. Those 
plans will include a simple mantra, 
what can we do and what should we 
do. Each amenity will have its own 
unique system for reopening. For the 
foreseeable future, we will need to 
maintain our social distancing which 
can be challenging considering the size 
of many of our meeting and recreation 
areas. Please keep yourselves safe and 
healthy.

Thanks for your time. See you here 
next month

HOA needs your help. A quorum is 
required to conduct the election and 
hold the meeting. Please show your 
support and vote today. If you have any 
questions regarding the election or the 
process of voting, please feel free to 
contact me at 837-4073.

Association Ballots, Audits and 
Phone Books

Around the beginning of May, you 
should have received an audit report 
either by regular mail or email, and a 
new association phone book. Also in 
May, you should have received a ballot 
for the Annual Meeting. If you have 
not received any of these items, please 
reach out to the management staff at 
837-4073 so we can assist you and get 
you this information.

Repairs, Reconstruction or Payment
In May, your Board of Directors ap-

proved a new policy for owner requests 
for repairs, reconstruction or payment. 
If an owner believes they have expe-
rienced issues or have problems relat-
ing to their lots or residences that are 
due to something in the Association’s 
common area, or other areas that are 
the responsibility of the Association, 
they can make a request for reimburse-
ment of costs and expenses they have 
incurred, but must do so with detailed 
information, reports and documents. 
The policy includes all requirements 
and is on the website for review.

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

As if we don’t 
have enough to worry about during 
these unique times, the mosquitoes are 
back. In Mission Viejo, there has been 
activity reported by the Orange County 
Mosquito and Vector Control District 
and local newspapers. The district is 
reminding everyone not to let their 
guard down when it comes to mosquito 
control. I remind homeowners every 
chance I get to inspect their property 
regularly and empty or remove items 

that can hold water. The District con-
ducts surveillance in the county; this is 
taken from their website: The District 
has about 100 mosquito traps placed 
all through the county to collect mos-
quitoes to see how many are in that 
area, as well as to test them for possible 
diseases they could be carrying, i.e., 
West Nile virus, St. Louis and Western 
equine encephalitis. Orange County 
Mosquito and Vector Control District 
uses two different types of traps: a car-
bon dioxide baited trap and a gravid 
mosquito trap.

Anytime you think you observe 
mosquitoes, you may call the district at 
654-2421 or go on their website, www.
ocvector.org. The website also has a 
lot of information that will answer all 
your questions.

Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

The 2020 Painting Project
Paint Color Change Form Submis-
sions

Due to the current health and safety 
concerns, to expedite the process, we 
ask you to submit your paint color 
change form to me by email. For your 
convenience, you may find all color 
change information on the Casta del 
Sol website, on the Resource Center tab 
in the file labeled 2020 HOA Painting 
Project.

Maintenance Responsibilities De-
fined

There are two types of spaces within 
our HOA community, separate in-
terests and common areas.  Separate 
interests are the individual units. In 

our community, the separate interest is 
each parcel of land and any structures 
that sit upon it. Common areas include 
all those areas that are shared by the 
members of the community and to 
which each member has an undivided 
equal interest.

The HOA CC&Rs section 3.07, Ex-
terior Maintenance and Repair, differ-
entiates responsibility between HOA 
repairs and homeowner repairs. Please 
note that the association is responsible 
for repairing, replacing, or maintaining 
the common area, and the owner of 
each separate interest is responsible for 
maintaining their home.

Plumbing Main Sewer Line Backup, 
Homeowner Responsibility

Should you experience a main sewer 
line backup out of a drain, sink, toilet, 
tub or shower, please contact Santa 
Margarita Plumbing at 858-3818. They 
will determine the cause of the backup. 
Please note that the HOA will only cov-
er the cost of repair if the backup was 
caused by HOA-owned infrastructure. 

Continued on page 4

Report Mosquito Activity
Every year it is important to be aware of mosquito breeding areas. You should 

check around your home for standing water and remove it. Also, please report 
mosquito activity to the OC Vector Control at 654-2412.
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April Treasurer’s Report
May 21, 2020

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
April 30, 2020 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:
  Income from Operations  ................................................  $3,011,177.39
  Interest Income  .....................................................................  $1,387.64
  Expenditures (Before Reserves) .....................................  $1,963,464.59
  Total Surplus (Current Year)  ............................................  $274,639.89
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and
   Bills and Checking Accounts  .......................  $1,194,074.15

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:
  Income from HOA  ............................................................  $853,482.61
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $25,692.61
  Expenditures  .....................................................................  $752,960.54
  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $3,920,450.00
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   Treasury Notes and Bills  ..............................  $4,789,275.77

 C. Capital Fund Balance:
  Beginning Balance  ..............................................................  $59,732.12
  Interest Earned  ...........................................................................  $82.00
  Monthly Funding ($1/HO/Mo)  .............................................  $1,927.00
  Expenses   .....................................................................................  $0.00
  Balance   ............................................................................. $67,522.12
  Approved Capital for 2020 (unfunded)  ............................. $274,404.24
 D. HOA Assets:
  Total Assets  ....................................................................  $6,193,932.36
Treasurer’s comments:

It is nice to see that our efforts to control the Casta budget are working. It 
takes a lot of people to make this happen. It is not a one shot deal and requires 
considerations almost daily. Below is a chart of our operating expenses com-
pared to the budget for the first four months of 2020.
  YTD Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance
Gen Admin ....................$342,208 ..................$386,008 ................... +43,800
Landscape .....................$883,478 ..................$936,561 ................... +53,083
Recreation .....................$116,860 ..................$131,932 ................... +15,072
Maintenance ..................$  79,033 ..................$  94,160 ................... +15,027
Traffic  ..........................$242,795 ..................$247,643 ..................... +4,848
Utilities  ..........................$299,092 ..................$293,505 ...................... -5,587
 Totals .............$1,963,465 ...............$2,089,078 ................. +126,244

You will note that with the exception of one category, utilities, the variances 
are all positive. In the month of March, the water expense was reported to be 
about $50,000 higher than was expected due to uneven accruals.

Our Reserve expenses for 2020 are beginning to show large increases. The 
April increase was $468,115 which brought the total expense for the first four 
months to $752,960. Still a long way from the $3,920,450 planned for the year.

The following investment activities occurred in April:
2 CDs Matured:

Operations: None
Reserves:  Bank United National, Miami Lakes, FL, $200,000 redeemed on 

April 24, 2020
 Reserves:  CTBC Bank USA, Los Angeles, CA, $200,000 redeemed on 

April 24, 2020
No CDs Purchased
Financial Statement:

Upon motion duly made and seconded May 21, 2020 the Board approved the 
April 30, 2020 financial statement, this treasurer’s report and ratifies the review 
by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers of funds made in this 
period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer

Board Meeting Highlights
May 21, 2020

The following are highlights of reports presented and actions taken at 
the meeting.
•  Board President Randy Thompson opened the meeting saying that reopening 

our facilities will be in compliance with government guidelines and with 
the advice of legal counsel. General Manager Josh Hodosh said that he had 
received lots of calls about reopening and that staff is working on plans to 
implement opening both inside and outside facilities.

•  Treasurer Bill Swift’s report and comments were accepted. (See report on 
this page.)

•  The Board approved various election documents and events. Ballots are due 
by 5 p.m. on June 19 in the box at the Fiesta Building or they must be mailed 
by June 15. The six candidates gave short talks about their experience and 
background.

•  Josh reported that there were 29 accounts in arrears in the amount of $32,717 
and the Board authorized that liens be filed on two accounts.

•  The Board approved a proposal in the amount of $20,000 with GMU Geotech-
nical for asphalt services including pavement coring, engineering analysis, 
repair recommendations, bid packaging and construction management.

•  Josh said that information on a loan for asphalt has been looked at. He also 
reported that more information is coming from Phoenix Planning on remod-
eling and room shuffling at Rec Ctr 1.

•  The Board approved a contract with Allure Pest Management for 30 months 
for rodent and squirrel service at a monthly cost of $2,675 plus an initial cost 
of $7,200. Bids were received from three other companies.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported that the new irriga-
tion system is being installed and that Great Scott Tree Care will be evaluating 
trees for removal. He also said to go to ocvector.org or call 654-2121 with 
mosquito problems.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli said that interior painting 
had been completed at Rec Ctr 1, flooring had been repaired in the Fiesta 
Building, the Heritage Room has been painted, new barbecues have been 
installed, the offices and gatehouses are cleaned every day and that most 
architectural applications are processed in seven days.

•  Recreation Director Valerie Hanich reported that the Social Committee’s 
schedule of events has been cancelled through July. She also said that an 
eblast will go out about transponders.

•  The Board approved the purchase of two new barbecues for Rec Ctr 1 at a 
cost of $3,878.

•  The Board approved the expenditure of $6,990 for sewer repairs necessitated 
by damage caused by common area tree roots.

•  Topics of comments from residents calling in included: honoring former 
Casta del Sol vets on Memorial Day; getting a loan; and a request for interim 
opening of sports courts just for same-householders.

The next meeting will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, June 18. The next work-
shop meeting will be at 9 a.m. on Thursday, June 4.

Priscilla Tripp
Board Liaison to the Courier

Defibrillators at Both Recreation Centers
Casta has automated external defibrillators, AEDs, located at both Rec Ctr 

1 and Rec Ctr 2 near the pool areas. AEDs are devices that give an electric 
shock to a person’s heart in order to make it beat normally again, especially 
after a heart attack. AEDs are designed for use by untrained or briefly trained 
people. They contain technology for analysis of heart rhythm. As a result, 
it does not require a trained health provider to determine whether or not a 
rhythm is able to be shocked. Casta also has emergency phones at each pool 
area. The phones are red and for emergency use only. Any questions, please 
call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 455-4681.
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It is important to note that if another 
plumbing company provides service, 
the HOA will only reimburse the below 
listed amount, after the HOA’s autho-
rized plumber confirms the required 
repair was caused by HOA-owned 
infrastructure.

The charge for repairs Monday 
through Friday during normal business 
hours is $97; for after-hours calls and 
weekends, it is $400.

Y o u  m a y  c o n t a c t  m e  a t 
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com or 
call me at 215-1955.

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,

215-9155

Maintenance Report
Continued from page 2 Home Painting

Information
Please refer to section 3.07 of 

the CC&Rs and 9.0 Exterior Paint 
of the Architectural Rules and 
Guidelines to understand the home-
owner’s responsibility for the 
repair of all wood surfaces of their 
property prior to the painting of 
the dwelling. Pilot Painting will 
provide a proposal to make all 
said repairs, but homeowners may 
use a contractor of their choosing. 
Be advised that if the wood is not 
repaired and primed at the time of 
painting, Pilot Painting will charge 
the homeowner directly to come 
back to the property to touch up 
the repaired area.

Residents may contact Pilot 
Painting directly at 714-229-5900 
or 714-392-4865 with any ques-
tions about painting or repair to 
the home.

Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance Coordinator,

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.
com,

215-9155
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In 2019, California Civil Code cover-
ing association elections was amended. 
The stated reasons for those amend-
ments were for transparency and to 
make it easier for any member to be a 
candidate for election to a board of di-
rectors. In reality, it made it much more 
difficult and costly for associations 
to manage their election process. We 
were required by civil code to amend 
our election rules no later than 90 days 
before an election. That also required 
Board approval 48 days earlier to allow 
for the required 28-day member review 
of rule changes. Our new election rules 
were written in December 2019 to meet 
the mid-March deadline. The amended 
civil code also requires each associa-
tion to post a number of general notices 
throughout the election process. The 
Board had to approve a notice about 
candidate applications in February and 
a notice about candidates and voting 
information in April. We were also 
required to make our Voter Eligibility 
List available to all members for a 30-
day review before the list was finalized.

We have complied with all civil 

code requirements, and all members of 
record as of May 6 were mailed their 
ballots and the notice of the 48th An-
nual Meeting before May 26. All this 
was done during the current pandemic 
requirements for social distancing and 
sheltering in place. And just like this 
article written in May for June pub-
lication, much of what we published 
became our best guess of what might 
really happen for the election and the 
June 25 Annual Meeting.

We are not allowed to change our 
election rules and the April general 
notice. However, health safety re-
quirements and restrictions having 
been ever-changing after we have 
done our best to view 30 and 60 days 
into the future. When this article was 
written, we did not know if we could 
hold a normal Annual Meeting. All 
we can promise is that your Election 
Committee and Board have done their 
very best to comply with the spirit of 
the 2020 election laws and we hope you 
are paying attention to all our interim 
announcements of what can and will 

2020 Annual Election
Letter of the Law/Spirit of the Law
By Bill Burfeind, Election Committee Chair

Continued on page 8



The Casta CourierJune 2020 Page  7

Surterre Properties®, Inc. does not guarantee accuracy of all data, including all measurements and calculations of area.  Information is obtained 
from various sources and has not been, and will not be verified by Broker or Agent of MLS.  All information should be independently reviewed 
and verified for accuracy. Surterre Properties DRE#01778230

*The Yaruss Group achieved $162 million in total home sale transactions based on MLS and non-MLS data combined as of 05/04/2020.

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com  ·  JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com

Boker is a highly qualified, detail-oriented professional skilled in navigating 
and negotiating the most difficult real estate transactions. Adherence to the 
law and attention to your needs ensures a smooth and timely transaction.

Jaye has tremendous energy and is meticulous in all she does. She listens 
intently and has an uncanny empathy for the needs of her clients. She works 
closely with them to ensure a smooth and trouble-free experience.

JAYE YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
BSBM (Bachelor of Science in Business Management)
SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)
Notary Public

BOKER YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
GRI (Graduate of the Real Estate Institute)
CPRES (Certified Probate Real Estate Specialist)

DRE#01362392

DRE#01434016

With over $162 million* in Orange County real estate sales,  
we have the track record of success you are looking for.  
Don’t hesitate to call us today. 

The Yaruss Group, top-producing real estate agents  
serving Casta Del Sol. 

We Love Our Casta Del Sol Friends & Family  
Join us for our monthly ARMDI events.  
Contact Jaye for details.

FREE 
WORKBOOK

In my years of experience, I have found families often struggle  
to communicate essential information before it is too late.  

Please accept my FREE WORKBOOK that helps 
individuals document items that could involve difficult  

conversations. Call or email me and I will put  
one in the mail for you today.
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Getting to Know Our Neighbors: Bill Swift
Continued from page 1

2020 Annual Election
Continued from page 6

actually occur in our annual election.

Please vote soon if you have not yet 
done so. We need your vote to reach a 
quorum to hold this election in these 
difficult times. You have done so well 
to protect your health. Now we ask you 
to help us protect the health of your 
Association by sending in your ballot.

Maintenance Staff Hard at Work During COVID-19 
Closure
By Bryan Spafford

Though all Casta del Sol buildings 
and recreation facilities have been 
closed following the national and 
state stay-at-home orders during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, that does not 
mean work is on hold. The maintenance 
staff under Ed Pedroncelli’s direction, 
have been busy working diligently on 
many updates and repairs. Many of 
these tasks would have caused some 
temporary facility closings; however, 
with all buildings presently closed, 
the timing’s good to accomplish the 
following tasks:

All meeting room walls repaired 
and repainted except the ceramics and 
fitness rooms.

Kitchen floor deep cleaned, walls 
repainted, all equipment cleaned and 
serviced including freezer, refrigerator, 
and ice machine.

Rec Ctr 2 shower restrooms and Her-
itage Room restrooms deep cleaned.

Deep cleaning of all carpets and 
flooring within offices and meeting 
rooms.

Master keying and installation of 
Knox boxes for emergency access at 
both Rec Ctr 1 and Rec Ctr 2.

Fiesta Building flooring repaired.

Complete interior renovation of Rec 
Ctr 2 restrooms near lawn bowling.

Chipper shed repaired.

Removal of non-functioning pole 
light near showers at Rec Ctr 2.

All sport court lighting updated with 
new LED lighting.

Rec Ctr 2 pathway lighting updated 
including two LED lights in front of the 
Heritage Room.

HOA property perimeter chain link 
fencing repairs.

Rec Ctr 1 pool markers and BBQs 
replaced.

Daily cleaning of the gate houses, Rec 
Ctr 1 office, administration building 
and restrooms.

Work orders as they arise.

Plumbing issues as they are reported.

Mailboxes, street signage, and com-
mon area stucco walls repaired, re-
placed, or refurbished. 

Monitoring of repairs made by the 
various utility companies.

In addition, the following projects 
are ongoing:

2020 painting project, remodel of 
Rec Ctr 1 restrooms and 2020 asphalt 
project planning.

The Facilities Committee hopes res-
idents are appreciative of all the main-
tenance staff is accomplishing to keep 
Casta del Sol the beautiful place we all 
love. Thank you, maintenance staff.

 

Election Reminder: Ballots are due on June 19. 
Please Vote as soon as possible.

Have you voted yet? Please com-
plete your ballot and put it in the 
ballot box at Rec Ctr 1 by 5 p.m. on 
June 19 or mail not later than June 
15. If you did not receive a ballot, 
please call the Rec Ctr 1 office at 
837-4073. We need everyone to 

vote to reach our quorum require-
ment of at least 964 ballots. If you 
do not want to come to Rec Ctr 1 to 
vote, please mail your ballot in the 
self-addressed stamped envelope 
provided as early as possible.

despite the loss of oxygen. These rec-
ommendations proved successful and 
the whole world cheered as the crew 
was ultimately able to parachute to a 
safe landing in the Pacific Ocean. The 
Parker team was honored by NASA 
and personally thanked by the crew. 
This was clearly the most fulfilling 
moment in Bill’s 40-plus year career 
with Parker.

Bill was hired by Parker shortly after 
graduating from Clark University in 
Massachusetts. He started as a tech-
nician and moved up to positions as a 
division manager and as an engineering 
manager. In addition to the Apollo 
program, he worked on the Viking 
program and on the Space Shuttle. He 
retired in 2010 and moved to Casta 
del Sol two years later. He became 
a member and chair of our Budget 
and Finance committee and in 2016 
was elected to the Board of Directors 

where he has acted as the association’s 
treasurer, a position from which he is 
retiring after this year’s election. He 
has two children and three granddaugh-
ters, all of whom learned to water ski at 
Bill’s vacation house on a private lake 
near Barstow. His 15-year-old grand-
daughter is currently ranked among the 
top 10 water skiers in California.

As he looks back over his long career, 
Bill is grateful for the opportunities 
he has had and feels good about the 
worthwhile accomplishments in which 
he has participated.

Eblasts
Do you sometimes feel left out? 

Confused? Not knowing what to do? 
Well, we have a solution for that. Sign 
up for eblasts from Casta del Sol. These 
eblasts cover anything and everything 
that happens, or is going to happen, in 
Casta. You will be in-the-know and 
able to help friends and neighbors 
when they feel left out. You can sign 
up for eblasts by contacting Valerie 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com. The 
eblasts are also on the Casta website, 
www.castadelsol.com, so there is no 
need for you to ever feel left out again.
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Election
The Election Committee has switched 

gears. All our work to find candidates 

Budget and Finance
At the April 16 meeting, the Final 

2019 Casta del Sol Homeowner’s 
Association’s Audited Financial State-
ments were approved by the Board. By 
the time you read this, you should have 
received your copy.

We will soon begin the development 
of the Casta budget for 2021 as we 
take part in the Reserve Study which 
begins in June. In prior years, the Re-
serve Study started in May, but due 
to COVID-19, the process is starting 
later this year.

Again, because of COVID-19, the 
regular Budget and Finance Committee 
meetings are cancelled until further 
notice. In the meantime, the commit-
tee continues to review the financial 
statements and discusses them by 
email. Any questions for Powerstone 
regarding the financials are directed to 
Josh Hodosh.

We hope you are staying well and 
safe during these unprecedented times.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336
Bill Swift, Liaison 

Facilities
Greetings from the Facilities Com-

mittee. We hope everyone is healthy 
and safe during these challenging 
times. The maintenance staff under Ed 
Pedroncelli’s direction has been busy 
working diligently on several facility 
repairs and updates. Many of these 
tasks would have caused some tempo-
rary facility closings, however, despite 
all the facilities having to be closed 
due to COVID-19, these repairs have 
been accomplished. For a list of these 
completed projects, see the column 
Maintenance Staff Hard at Work during 
the COVID-19 Closure in Association 
News.

Please be patient with us as we move 
forward in these unusual times and 
remember to check eblasts for meeting 
dates and times as we move forward.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison

Reserve Study
The Reserve Study Committee will 

begin its development of the 2021 
Reserve Study starting in June. We 
typically start in May, but it is prudent 
for us to begin this year in June due to 
the virus. The Reserve Study Commit-
tee consists of the chairpersons of the 
other Casta del Sol committees that 
have significant financial expenditures 
during the year. Active past presidents 
are also included as members of the 
Committee.

We plan to meet every Friday in the 
months of June and July from 9 a.m. 
until noon in the Garden Room. All 
Casta residents are invited to attend 
these meetings. If the virus restricts 

Continued on page 11

to fill four open Board of Directors 
positions is complete. The information 
about the election, the ballot, and the 
notice of the 48th Annual Meeting was 
approved by the Board of Directors and 
mailed to all owners.

Now the responsibility passes to 
you, the homeowner, to vote! We 
hope you have read all the provided 
election notices and studied all the 
candidate information. We need your 
ballot turned in by 5 p.m. on Friday, 
June 19. This early return of ballots is 
to allow a 4-day quarantine period for 
the ballots before we start the planned 
tally on June 24.

Barbara Harris is again our Inspec-
tor of Elections. She has been busy 
verifying that each returned blue en-
velope is from an owner of record and 
properly signed. If we have achieved 
our required quorum by the morning 
of June 24, Barbara and her team of 
Inspector Designees will start opening 
envelopes and tallying the votes. Any 
homeowner who wishes to observe the 
process may watch but not cross into 
the tallying area or take any notes. You 
will receive an eblast about the ballot 
tabulation location and starting time by 
Monday, June 22.

If you have not yet voted, please 

complete your ballot, and return it by 
June 19. If we do not reach our quorum 
of 964 ballots, we cannot proceed. We 
need your ballot!

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison

Library
We are pleased to report the purchase 

of permanent wall hangers to be used 
for art displays in the Library and 
Rec Ctr 1 office. We feature art from 
various Casta del Sol resident artists, 
displaying work from a different artist 
each quarter. We encourage you to visit 
the library and enjoy these displays.

Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison
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Reserve Study
Continued from page 10

Social
Hello Everyone. The world is chang-

ing constantly and that means we must 
change too. Nobody knows what’s go-

us, the committee will rely on a Zoom 
or audio-only type of home meeting.

The Reserve Seminar that Bill Bur-
feind and I typically present to the 
membership each year is not being 
scheduled until we are sure that we can 
meet in person in the Garden Room. 
I recommend that all new candidates 
for the 2020-2021 Board of Directors 
attend the Seminar.

Arthur M. Rosen, Chair, 454-8762
Bill Swift, Liaison

Traffic
In April, residents received a new 

Homeowners Telephone Directory 
which has a section in green listing 
important information. Included are 
phone numbers for members of the 
Board of Directors, Committees, Ac-
tivities, Clubs and HOA management 
staff along with excerpts from the 
rules and regulations. Your attention is 
directed to pages 83 – 92 and page 99 
which outline the rules and regulations 
associated with entry, parking, and 
vehicle operations within Casta del 
Sol. Please take the time to familiarize 
yourself with this information.

Over the past few months there has 
been a rise in residents, guests, tenants, 
and contractors exceeding the speed 
limit and driving through stop signs. 

Speeding violations have ranged as 
high as 47 m.p.h. Please slow down 
and come to a complete stop at stop 
signs. The speed limit is 25 m.p.h. 
with signage posted throughout the 
community. Let’s protect each other 
by driving safely and stopping at the 
appropriate locations. Make sure to 
remind your guests, tenants, vendors, 
and contractors of the traffic rules.

The Traffic Committee is continuing 
to review items regarding traffic-relat-
ed issues during this time of shelter-
in-place. Until the monthly Traffic 
Committee meetings resume, if you 
have any issues, please contact Fred 
or Nancy at the numbers listed below.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair.
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

ing to happen, so we’re all just playing 
it by ear. Unfortunately, that means 
we have to cancel our Memorial Day 
luncheon, one of our favorites. We will 
miss the camaraderie of the day, the 
great food, the music, and the singing 
together.

We are planning several possible 
events for the future. The first one is 
everyone’s favorite: Taco Tuesday! It 
is always a big hit; I wonder why. It’s 
just food, music and tequila. Oh yeah, 
that’s why. It is currently planned for 
June, but we will keep you posted.

Don’t forget, this won’t last forever. 
We will recover and all be together 
again soon. Be safe, friends.

Kathy Ransom, Chair, 206-1222
David Ankeny, Liaison

Travel
I’m still in touch with Dustin and 

Bridget at Good Times Travel. We 
cancelled our May 16 San Diego Rail 
& Sail, but are hopeful that we will be 

TRAVEL COMMITTEE

Events with Signups Underway:
Newport Harbor Cruise & Champagne Buffet Brunch,
Wild Goose & Roger’s Garden
Saturday, June 27

Price: TBA

Buffet Brunch

Sign in: TBA

Departure: TBA   Return: TBA

Eblast will go out with updated info.

Canadian Rockies & Calgary Stampede
Thursday, July 9 – Thursday, July 16 (7 nights, 8 days)

Price: $2999 pp Double

 $3999 Single

Roundtrip group air available $695 

Insurance recommended starting at $335 pp 

(Good Times will contact you if you want to purchase.)

Deposit: $250 pp + airfare (if purchasing group air)

Balance due 90 days prior to trip

12 Nights Snowbird Migration Cruise, Montreal to Miami
Friday, October 16 – Wednesday, October 28 (12 nights, 13 days)

Price: Interior starting at $589pp 

 Ocean view starting at $699pp

 Refundable deposit $900 per cabin (error on pink schedule)

Prices do not include: port charges, insurance, air, extra nights in Montre-
al, gratuities or round trip transfers from CdS to LAX and back, or other 
possible transfers.

June 2020 - Let’s Go traveLinG

able to rebook this before this the end 
of the year. As soon as the Casta del 
Sol offices reopen, residents who had 
signed up for this adventure will be 
notified when they can pick up their 
refund checks.

So far, no news about the Calgary 
Stampede trip in July. To date we have 
had several snowbird cancellations. 
There are cabins available (no junior 
suites but a couple of presidential suites 
and ocean views). If you are interested, 
contact Bridget at Good Times Travel 
(714) 756-0386.

Thank you all again for your patience. 
On behalf of the Travel Team, stay safe 
and healthy!

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ron Foglesong, Liaison
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June
2020

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com

 18 17

 26 25 24 23 22

 12

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

 16 15  20

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - June 2020 (All activities are subject to change.)

Bible Study .......................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball .........................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1.............................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2.............................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4.............................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes .....................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ..................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ....................M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
 W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ..............1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ...........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ...............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................... 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, G 10 a.m. Welcome, G

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

 13  8  10

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G

  9

10 a.m. Greenbelt
                       (Master), G

Jewelry Class ...................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary ............................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ...................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Line Dancing .....................T, 4 p.m., V
Mah Jongg ........................M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens ..........M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train....................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis ....................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ......................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball ..........................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong..........................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle ............................F, 6:30 p.m., H

Poker ................................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies .....................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting .............................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ...........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons ................F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) ..........W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play .............TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .........T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) ....................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ..................W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ..................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................... M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  9:30 a.m. Travel, G

  6

  7

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

 11

 27

  7 p.m. Annual Meeting, V

 28

 14

 21

 19

 29  30

10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, V
  1 p.m. Election, G

  5

10 a.m. Social, G

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Meetings & events

  1   3

10 a.m. Greenbelt
                       (Master), G  9 a.m. Traffic, F

  4

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                           Workshop, V

  2
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Ribalta Park
By Liz Rickett

Located in the high area of Casta del 
Sol is a hidden gem: Ribalta Park. 

This area was developed by Harriet 
Behrens and Suzanne Popel in 2010. 
They were looking at unused Casta 
property to determine if there were 
any areas that could be improved with 
plantings. As soon as they saw the area 
on Ribalta between Barbosa and Cano, 
they knew they had found a wasted area 
that could bloom.

At that time a contractor was digging 
drainage ditches on Villena, which 

meant there was a lot of dirt that had 
to be disposed. He was delighted to 
move the dirt to this area and use it to 
make berms. In 2011, Pac West used 
Xeriscape funding to put in walking 
trails, plantings and irrigation. 

Then it was time to clean up and 
plant. Suzanne and her late husband, 
John Edwards, spent many hours 
weeding and tidying up. The result is a 
pocket park, a delightful place to walk 
or sit or just enjoy.

Photo by Donna Guild

Photo by Donna Guild

Photo by Paul Harmon

Photo by Paul HarmonRibalta Park Map
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Baby Boomers
The Baby Boomers Club is renowned 

for fun and exciting parties with live 
music, abundant dancing, and out-
standing food. We display a theme each 
month which is reflected in our flyers, 
décor, cuisine, and attire. If you are 
just interested in yummy food, chatting 
with friends, and listening to live music 
you will enjoy our parties. Many of our 
members also love dancing.

In line with recommendations to en-
sure a healthy community, the recent 
Baby Boomers parties were cancelled. 
We will await guidelines from the Cas-
ta del Sol BoD and HOA as to when 
parties can resume. We can’t wait to 
get back together. We miss being with 
you all.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
The Bible Club will be off until 

the HOA says it is safe to assemble 
again. Any resident of Casta del Sol 
or any guest who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

Billiards
Billiards, billiards, wherefore art 

thou, billiards? Did you know the game 
of billiards was part of the Shakespeare 
play Antony and Cleopatra, written 
around 1606?

Act 2, Scene 5 goes like this …

CLEOPATRA: Give me some music. 
Music, moody food. Of us that trade 
in love.

Enter MARDIAN the eunuch

CLEOPATRA: Let it alone. Let’s to 
billiards. Come, Charmian.

CHARMIAN: My arm is sore. Best 
play with Mardian.

CLEOPATRA: As well a woman with 
a eunuch played. As with a woman. 
Come, you’ll play with me, sir?

MARDIAN: As well as I can, madam.

CLEOPATRA: Okay! Eight-Ball. 
Your break.

I’m not too sure about the last line, 
but the rest is accurate. For sure bil-
liards was being played as far back as 
1606 and Bill Shakespeare was a fan. 

Hopefully, it won’t be too long before 
we can get back to my favorite indoor 
sport. Meanwhile, follow the guide-
lines to keep you and your neighbors 
healthy.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Important Information
Offered by the City of Mission Viejo
Senior Store Hours for Mission Viejo Stores:

Albertsons and Pavilions are open 
from 7 to 9 a.m. daily for seniors 65 
and older.

Ralphs (all locations) is open daily 
from 6 to 7:30 a.m. for seniors 65 and 
older.

Smart-n-Final is open from 6 to 8 a.m. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays for seniors 65 
and older.

Target is open 8 to 9 a.m. Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays for seniors 65 and 
older.

Trader Joe’s is open daily from 8 to 
9 a.m. for seniors 60 and older.

Wellness Checks:
In an effort to support Mission Viejo 

seniors, the city launched a new Well-
ness Checks for seniors and people 
with disabilities. The program includes 
a scheduled weekly call to check-in, 
provide resources, answer questions, 
share ideas, or simply say hello. City 
staff will call seniors and people with 
disabilities every Monday through 
Friday on their preferred day and times 

between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. A relative 
can request the service on behalf of 
someone, however, the participant can 
opt out at any time if desired.

The City of Mission Viejo hopes 
folks will take advantage of this pro-
gram and stay connected. City staff will 
never ask for personal information. 
To take part in the Wellness Checks 
or register a loved one, call 470-3062.

for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460
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Bridge
Monday - Rubber Bridge
 11:30 a..m. to 3 p.m.
 Host:
 Michael Gormley .......... 586-1948

Tuesday - Duplicate Bridge
 12 to 4 p.m.
 Info:
 Tim McCoy ............805-456-9266

Saturdays - Rubber Bridge
 6:30 to 10 p.m.
 Coordinators:
 Micki Nitchka ............... 716-4599
 Michael Gormley .......... 586-1948

Players contribute $1 for awards.

All the Bridge groups and other clubs 
at Casta have been sidelined by the 
COVID-19 virus for several weeks, as 
of today, which is May 1. We are frus-
trated by the inability to meet with our 
bridge family all this time. But several 
of us have been playing bridge online 
on our computers and iPads. The site is: 
www.bridgebase.com (BBO) which is 
free to join. You can solo play against 
robots, play with strangers or play 
with friends. You can see how your 
contracts compare in history to others 
who have played. Definitely worth 
exploring. I hope we will get back to 
normal soon.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Canine Companions
Our club was founded 15 years ago 

by the late Mary Lockwood, along 
with Gordy Hite and Paula Berg. 
The purpose of this club is to provide 
friendship and fellowship for residents 
and their dogs.

We now have a wonderful group of 
friends who love to share afternoons 
with a luncheon and a walk with their 
dogs. We have met at the fountain by 
Gate 1, and often take walks with our 
dogs around the Heritage Garden. We 
have once-a-month themed luncheons 
on Saturdays. We also have contests 
and prizes for the best dog costumes. 
We even have a Yappy Hour.

We hope to be able to have our annual 
Hot Dawg Party on June 20 from 1-3 
p.m. at the Rec Ctr 2 Lawn Bowling 
Pavilion. We will advise everyone by 
email. So, if you have a dog, come out 
and join the fun.

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083

Casta Chorus
The members of the newly formed 

Casta Chorus love singing. At our sec-
ond meeting, we elected Carol Burke 

Continued on page 16

as our Musical Director. Carol attended 
the Conservatory of Music at Wheaton 
College in Illinois. This expertise gives 
Carol the musical background to be an 
excellent director.

As a longtime member of Sweet Ade-
lines International, Jacqueline Tutton’s 
contribution as co-director is to make 
schedules, promote our chorus, and 
encourage prospective members. 

We are happy to share our upcoming 
rehearsal schedule and activities. Please 
include your information in your email 
response. We look forward to singing 
with you.

Jacqueline Tutton,
jacsing14@gmail.com

Crafts for Charity
Our regular meetings are suspended 

during the Coronavirus outbreak. Nor-
mally, we meet from 10 a.m. to noon 
on the first and third Wednesdays each 
month at Rec Ctr 2. When facilities are 
reopened, we will return. Masks and 
physical distancing as much as possible 
may be required.

In the meantime, our craft ladies are 
staying busy with loving projects made 
at home. Here are a few: making masks, 
as well as caps for a sister undergoing 
chemo; knitting teddy bears, including 
a nurse bear with scrubs, cap, and 
stethoscope for a daughter who is a 
hospital nurse; beading bracelets and 
earrings for Laura’s House residents; 
making July 4 flower banners for Meals 
on Wheels recipients; and painting 
watercolor cards to stay in touch with 
friends and family.

Best wishes to all for good health 
during these trying times. For details, 
call Marlene Kazen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

Cribbage
There was no Cribbage in May, so 

here’s some more trivia.

There are no dues to play Cribbage. 
Penalties of 25 cents are assessed for 
each player who has not accumulated 
90 points when another player wins the 
game with 121 points. The penalties are 
put into a can. The accrued penalties 
are used each year to host a potluck 
dinner, pizza or sandwich party, and a 
Cribbage Tournament night.

Cribbage games are very social. The 
game is serious, but there is a lot of 
talking and kidding among players. 
Games are played one-on-one with 
three players, and partners with four 
players. Appointments for lessons can 

be arranged for those who want to learn 
the game.

When the virus is over, Cribbage 
games are played each Thursday night 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 p.m. until approximately 8:45 p.m.

 For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Heritage Garden
If we get the official okay, our last 

meeting of the 2019-2020 club year 
will take place on Thursday, June 18 at 

9:30 a.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2. This meeting will be a short dis-
cussion of any leftover garden business 
plans for the summer months.

Following our brief meeting, mem-
bers and any guests present will share 
a potluck brunch of casseroles, pastries, 
and fruit before heading out for planned 
summer activities.

Those of you who haven’t walked in 
the Heritage Garden during our period 
of social distancing, please take some 
time over the summer months to visit 
our little gem in Casta del Sol. You’ll 
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Heritage Garden
Continued from page 15

Lapidary and Jewelry 
Making

The Lapidary Club is on hiatus due to 
current conditions and the remodeling 
of the clubhouse restrooms. The Friday 
afternoon jewelry workshop is also on 

Las Damas
Las Damas Club will not meet on 

June 10. While cancellations are a 
disappointment for all the clubs of 
Casta del Sol, we look forward to the 
resumption of our meetings and activ-
ities at the first opportunity.

Since Las Damas Club does not meet 
in the months of July and August, we 
will not meet until the new season be-
gins, hopefully in September. Please 
save the date.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy 
summer as we anticipate the fun of our 

Italian American
Since this article is being written in 

early May to meet a Courier deadline, 
it is very uncertain what the COVID-19 
situation will be in June or later. Our 
goal is to restart the meeting schedule 
in September, or possibly sooner if 
the situation has improved. So, while 
sheltering in place, keep the communi-
cation going with relatives, neighbors, 
and friends through phone, facetime, 
email, and even smoke signals. What-
ever keeps up the spirit. We will beat 
this and get back to the old routine.

John Richardson, 609-0334

Continued on page 17

be glad you did. Thanks again to all 
supporters of the Heritage Garden who 
have joined us as volunteer workers 
and/or donated funds for our continued 
garden maintenance.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

hiatus until the Arts and Crafts Room 
reopens. We look forward to getting 
back together on Fridays for wire wrap-
ping, beading, and jewelry assembly. 
We will be offering wire wrapping and 
beading classes and design tips for your 
next jewelry projects and lapidary skills 
when we meet again.

In the meantime, if you are caught 
with unfinished projects, please call 
Joe McFaul at 981-7824. We can work 
on lapidary and jewelry projects in my 
garage, with proper social distancing. 
We’re looking forward to seeing you 
all healthy in the very near future.

Joe McFaul, 981-7824
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Military Veterans
Our Casta del Sol Veterans Club is 

tentatively planning a special Western 
Day Hoedown on Saturday, June 27 
from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the pool pa-
tio area, complete with square dancers 
performing their routines for entertain-
ment. You are welcome to join them for 
a quick lesson on how to square dance. 

Included is a full menu with BBQ 
ribs, chicken, corn, baked beans, cole-
slaw, cornbread, watermelon, and apple 
pie for dessert. Beer, wine, water, and 
soft drinks are included. All of this 
is only $25 per person. Signups will 
begin on June 1 if we are approved to 
hold this event according to the Casta 
del Sol Board.

All Casta residents are welcome to 
join us for this event and our doors are 
always open if any veteran wants to 
join our club. See you all soon.

Bob Casillas,
robertcasillas@hotmail.com

Pinochle
There was no Pinochle in May. When 

play resumes, it will be Friday nights 
in the Heritage Room from 6:30 to 
approximately 9 p.m.

Auction pinochle is probably the 
most popular form of the game. The 
game is played by three persons at a 
time, although sometimes four may 
play in rotating units of three. Each of 
the three active players is dealt a hand 
of 15 cards, three at a time, and three 
cards are dealt face down in the center 
of the table, forming the widow. Bid-
ding starts at 15 points and progresses 
in rotation by minimum 1-point ad-
vances. Once a player passes, he/she 
may not bid again. The highest bidder 
wins the auction, exposes the widow, 
adds it to his/her hand, and then melds. 
The successful bidder then buries, or 
discards, three cards (not used in the 
melds) to restore the hand to 15 cards.

More play procedure will be present-
ed next month.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Republicans
Unfortunately, we still cannot plan 

for any events until we know the reg-
ulations about social distancing and the 
coronavirus pandemic. We did reserve 
the Vista Room for June 14 but can’t 
plan on a speaker or the program until 
we are permitted. Therefore, if we are 
able to have an event on that date, we 
will advise all our members by a gen-
eral blast to their email account or by 
phone if they don’t have an email. Stay 
healthy and wise and mark your calen-
dar for June 14 with a question mark.

Cordelia Neale, 916-0117

Vegetable Garden
As promised, the tomatoes did get 

planted and some have ripened enough 
to be put on the table already. You 
can see the tomatoes, zucchini, pep-
pers, and artichoke in abundance, and 
blooming fruit trees while walking the 
vegetable gardens. Garden Club mem-
bers want to thank all visiting Casta 
residents for following the COVID-19 
guidelines while in the garden. With 
six-feet social distancing and wearing 
face coverings, we are able to keep the 
garden open.

Food Bank donations have continued 
and they are very grateful to get any 
fresh fruit and vegetables you may have 
from your gardens. To donate, leave 
items at the gazebo on Thursdays from 
9 to 11 a.m. Thank you.

The June Master Garden Talk in the 
Garden has been canceled. Maybe we 
can get this talk scheduled for the fall. 

All 142 gardens lots are now occu-
pied. You can still be placed on the 
waitlist by calling Lynne at 581-2349. 

Happy gardening.
Lynne Crum, 581-2349

Water Exercise
Well, here we are in June. Hopefully 

our beautiful pool is open, and we are 
getting the benefits of our Monday to 
Friday workouts. But if we are still 

Social Singles
We welcome all single Casta del Sol 

residents to join us as we socialize at 
fun get-togethers and form new friend-
ships. Due to the coronavirus, at this 
time the Singles group has no events 
planned in June, as we are referring to 
ourselves as the Casta Social Distanc-
ing Singles. Typically, our group meets 
twice a month; on the first Thursday of 
the month for games and socializing, 
and on the third Thursday of the month 
at a local restaurant. Occasionally, we 
have potlucks and other events. There 
is no membership fee. To join the 
group and get on our email list, or for 
more information, please contact Mary 
Carlson (marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Variety
The Variety Club is a group of people 

who enjoy the performance arts. Some 
members love to perform – acting, 
singing, dancing, skits, comedy, play-
ing instruments, etc. There are other 
members who support the on-stage 
talent by being in the stage crew, or 
helping with décor, refreshments, an-
nouncements, ticket sales, etc. We are 
welcoming to newcomers and would 
love to expand our membership. We 
typically have anywhere from one to 
three shows a year. We sometimes 
do short performances at other club 
events.

New live shows will be produced 
as soon as audiences are permitted to 
attend. Stay tuned for information in 
the Courier, flyers, and eblasts.

If you have any interest in acting, 
singing, dancing, playing music, per-
forming or helping out, please contact 
Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. During 
our time of lockdown, if anyone is in-
terested in performing a play or a scene 
on Zoom, please contact Barb Turino. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Woodworkers
Woodworkers Club members are 

meeting weekly in an outside location 
using the six-foot social distancing rule 
to discuss current and future projects. 
We are in the process of completing 
several repair projects that Casta resi-
dents have requested, plus refurbishing 
and remaking the Heritage Garden area 
signs. These projects can be completed 
in our garages.

In addition to the existing wood 
projects, the club members are looking 
ahead to the fall and holiday season by 
planning and making examples of new 
and different figures for our holiday 
mailbox decorations. Our challenge is 
that we discovered that there is more 
than one style of mailbox in use in the 
community.

Steve Vallely, (714) 595 5766

Las Damas
Continued from page 16

September 9 get-together after such a 
long hiatus. A lovely fall luncheon is 
being planned with entertainment to 
follow. During the meeting, plans will 
be discussed for activities to support 
our philanthropic endeavors, including 
Laura’s House and our military fami-
lies at Camp Pendleton.

Pat Crowley, 305-0582

sheltering in place, then we have some-
thing to look forward to. This has been 
unprecedented, but hopefully we are 
all well and have gotten through the 
worst of it. We don’t know just what 
the new norm will be but we have to 
look at it positively. As we resume, 
we can look forward to getting back in 
shape, meeting our good friends again 
and enjoying our wonderful lives here 
in Casta. Take good care of yourself.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Some Important Rules to Follow
• No estate, garage, or open house sales are allowed in Casta.

• Garage doors left open for an extended period of time are prohibited.

•  Guests are permitted to reside at a resident’s home on a temporary basis 
which is defined as a maximum of 60 days in any 12-month period.
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Paddle Tennis
We had our first tournament of the 

year in March. On July 11, we are 
planning the Hot Summer Nights 
Tournament if we are given the green 
light to play. In the summer, the Paddle 
Tennis Club has several social events, 
so stay tuned for those.

For those unfamiliar with paddle ten-
nis, it is played on a smaller size tennis 
court with punctured tennis balls and a 
specially designed racquet. The scoring 
is similar to tennis with a team winning 
after gaining four points. For those who 
enjoy racket sports, it is a great option.

When the courts are open and play 
resumes, we invite novice paddle tennis 
players to clinics consisting of lessons 
and practice on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month at 4 p.m. Come 
watch, attend tournaments, and try out 
the clinics.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Away Golf
Due to the current golf environment, 

it is necessary to postpone our golf 
tournaments until further notice. I am 
thrilled that golf courses are available 
for recreational play. However, the 
current rules for play are not conducive 
to our tournament gatherings.

If you have signed up and paid for 
the Pala Mesa tournament, I will be in 
touch with you personally about how 
we will proceed with this cancellation.

I will let you know as soon as pos-
sible when we can continue with our 
tournament schedule. In the meantime, 
stay safe and well. Hope to see you 
all soon.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

Chippers (golf)
It’s time to get reacquainted, folks. 

All Casta del Sol residents and their 
guests are welcome to participate in 
the quarterly golf chipping event on 
Saturday, June 13 at 9 a.m. All are also 
welcome to help with set-up at 9 a.m. 
Friday, June 12.

We assemble at the golf practice area 
of Rec Ctr 2. Twenty to thirty residents 
and their guests are expected. Each 
participant hits five golf balls at each of 
18 targets. The cost is minimal, just $5 
cash for each event. We will be happy 

Men’s Golf
This report is being written during the 

first week of May. Things are just now 
starting up again from the COVID-19 
sheltering restrictions. The golf course 
re-opened May 1 to limited play under 
a number of social distancing rules. 
Our Men’s Golf Club is chomping at 
the bit to re-start our weekly Wednes-
day games. We hope it will all be 
happening by late May or early June 
and that we can look forward to our 
Summer Tournament and Awards 
Dinner on July 15.

The City of Mission Viejo, who now 
owns the golf course, will be taking 
over management and cancel the 
current contract with American Golf 
effective July 1. The temporary name 
of the golf course is Mission Viejo Golf 
Course. The city plans to hold a naming 
contest and have an official new name 
by July 1. Look for more information 
in the July Courier.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Pickleball
Hello fellow Casta del Sol residents. 

We hope you are well. The courts at 
Rec Ctr 2 are still closed so we are 
unable to play Pickleball. We miss 
playing, but we enjoy seeing many of 
our fellow pickleballers while we’re 
out walking for exercise.

Tennis
The Tennis Club is hoping to host an 

acoustic music event on June 20 from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. in the Vista Room and 
to include pizza, sandwiches, salad, and 
desserts; BYOB. Costs will be $14 for 
members and $17 for non-members. 
Come support local restaurants and 
enjoy the company of fellow residents. 
Watch for Rec Ctr 1 opening to sign up.

Also, save the date for our Hot Au-
gust Night on August 8 featuring OC 
Groove Band once again.

We look forward to playing tennis 
again soon. Fun….Friends….Forever

Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

City Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

Norman Murray Center

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

Nutrition Resources/Senior 
Meals

to supply you with a wedge golf club 
if you don’t have one.

If anyone has an extra five-gallon 
paint bucket, please bring it along. 
Other item donations are welcome for 
our prize table. Everyone wins a raffle 
prize.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

The hot weather is here so even when 
the courts are open again, we will not 
be playing during the afternoon heat. 
Early morning and evening games are 
more likely. All the courts have new 
LED lights and with the longer summer 
days, we should be able to play into the 
late evening when the temperatures are 
more comfortable.

If you have any questions about pick-
leball, please contact Metty Thomason 
at (714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 
446-0005.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

This information update on the city’s 
newly-owned Casta del Sol golf course 
comes directly from Keith Rattay, 
Assistant City Manager/Director of 
Public Services.

As of May 3, the following projects 
have been accomplished:

 1. Parking lot has been slurried and 
striped.

 2. Building and shade structure have 
been painted inside and out.

 3. New furniture inside and out.

 4. New landscape around the building 
and patio.

 5. New lighting fixtures.

 6. All of the greens have been aerated. 

 7. The course has been fertilized and 
mowed.

 8. The pump house structure has been 
rehabbed and painted.

 9. Significant plumbing repairs in the 
kitchen and bar area.

 10. First phase of Wi-Fi and internet 
connectivity for the public.

 11. Pro shop check-in has been relocat-
ed near the course for better flow and 
function.

Additionally, in June, a contest will 
be held for city residents to submit a 
new name for the course. Watch for 
the details of the contest on the city 
website.

The following information is reprint-
ed from the Murray Memo.

Park-It-Market: Free Mobile Food 
Pantry for Seniors, Fridays, 8 to 9 
a.m.

Pre-bagged groceries will be avail-
able for pick up with our drive-through 
only service in our parking lot. All new 
participants are required to complete 
a client intake form at the Norman P. 
Murray Community and Senior Center. 

Age Well Senior Services is offering 
a Grab and Go option for our Congre-
gate Meals. You are provided a frozen 
meal along with a cold pack consisting 

of milk, juice, bread and butter. During 
this crisis, any senior, whether they 
are a registered client or not, has the 
option to order a meal. We still have 
the two-day requirement for ordering. 
If seniors require the home-delivery 
option, you would receive one hot 
meal, frozen meal and cold breakfast. 
During this crisis, any senior, whether 
they are a registered client or not, has 
the option to order meals for home 
delivery. These meals also have the 
two-day requirement for ordering. For 
more information and to reserve a meal 
in advance, please call 470-3063. 

Age Well Senior Services, in coop-
eration with the Community Action 
Partnership of Orange County, also 
distributes nonperishable food items to 
the public once a month. You must be a 
resident of Mission Viejo, Rancho Mis-
sion Viejo or Rancho Santa Margarita 
to participate. Bring proof of residency 
(i.e. driver’s license or utility bill). Pre-
bagged groceries will be available for 

Continued on page 19



The Casta CourierJune 2020 Page  19

PC Tips and Hints
Password Security

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Passwords are a marvelous way to 
keep prying eyes and evil hackers in a 
distant country from gaining access to 
the sensitive information on your com-
puter and online accounts. If done right, 
it would be too time consuming for 
anyone to bother guessing your secret.

How do you keep track of your 
passwords? Do you let the computer 
automatically store them, so you do 
not have to enter the password each 
time you visit that account or website? 
While this may be okay for some social 
media sites/forums/email programs, it 
is never acceptable for banking/invest-
ment/medical/government accounts. In 
addition, adding a secondary security 
level, such as a passphrase or personal 
question only you would know the an-
swer to, is highly advisable. Go to your 
account settings and edit the password 
and add secondary level security if 

allowed. If Windows asks to save your 
password, check Never.

Now, where should you store those 
passwords in case your memory banks 
are having a senior moment and the 
information is not accessible when 
you need it? I don’t recommend post-
its stuck to your monitor. Yes, I have 
seen this! An address book away from 
your computer desk is a possibility. Be 
thoughtful, creative, and safe.

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

Orzo with Roasted Vegetables
This is a great side dish for a gather-

ing, as you can make it ahead of time 
and let it set.

1 small eggplant, diced ¾ inch

1 red bell pepper, diced

1 yellow pepper, diced

1 red onion, peeled and diced

3 garlic cloves, minced

1 ½ tsp. kosher salt

½ tsp. ground pepper

½ lb. Orzo

1/3 cup lemon juice

1/3 cup olive oil

1 tsp. kosher salt

½ tsp. ground pepper

4 scallions, sliced

¼ cup pine nuts, toasted

¾ lb. Feta cheese, crumbled

15 fresh basil leaves, julienned

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.

Toss eggplant, bell peppers, onion and 
garlic with olive oil, salt and pepper, 
and place on a sheet pan.

Roast for 40 minutes, until browned, 
turning once with a spatula.

Meanwhile, cook orzo in boiling water 
for 7-9 minutes until tender.

Drain and transfer to a large serving 
bowl.

Add roasted vegetables to the orzo, 
scraping all the liquid and seasonings 
from the roasting pan.

For the dressing combine lemon juice, 
olive oil, salt and pepper, and pour over 
orzo and vegetables.

Let cool to room temperature, then add 
the scallion, pine nuts, feta and basil.

Taste for seasoning and serve at room 
temperature.

Norman Murray Center
Continued from page 18

pick up with our drive-through only 
service in our parking lot.

If you would like to receive The Mur-
ray Memo by email each month, email 
Recreation@cityofmissionviejo.org 
with The Murray Memo in the subject 
line.
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A Texting Fiasco

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

Photo on page 21

This past Christmas, my kids re-
placed my old flip phone with an 
iPhone. Texting is now much easier, 
and amazingly, the phone automati-
cally corrects your typos with words 
it thinks you meant to use. If you’re 
not careful, though, this feature can 
produce some confusing and hilarious 
communications. Following is an ex-
ample of what could happen during a 
simple conversation between Jane and 
Kate about collecting.

Jane: Do you collect anything?

Kate:  Yes. I collect socks. (should have 
been rocks)

Jane:  Interesting. How many pears 
do you have? (should have been 
pairs)

Kate: None. I don’t like pears.

Jane:  How did we get onto pears? What 
elves do you collect? (should 
have been else)

Kate:  No elves, but I have a fool col-
lection. (should have been doll, 
but she typed in dool by mistake)

Jane: What are fools?

Kate:  Fools? Who said anything about 
fools?

Jane: You did.

Kate: Huh?

Unfortunately, the longer the mis-
communications go on, the more con-
fusing things get.

Kate: So, what do you collect?

Jane:  Old pee pots. (should have been 
tea pots)

Kate:  Really? Whatever turns you on, 
I guess.

Jane: Same can be said about socks.

Kate:  Socks? Why are we talking about 
socks?

Jane: I’m not sure anymore.

Kate:  Let’s go back to phone calls. We 
sting at texting. (should have 
been stink)

Jane:  You got that tight! (should have 
been right)

The moral? He who sends texts 
without checking them first ends up 
looking like a tool. (Oops! should have 
been fool.)

Casta Residents Share COVID-19 Experiences
By Fran Morgan

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we have all had to learn adaptive liv-
ing. Sharing our stories helps keep us 
connected. The Courier asked several 
residents to share their experiences 
while we were all sheltering at home. 

What items would you include in a 
time capsule to symbolize this time 
in history?

Jayne Freed:  A mask, hand sanitizer, 
computer, cell phone, dog leashes, jig-
saw puzzles, Mah Jongg card, sudoku 
book, magazines, tv remote.

Debra Friedman:  Purell, sweatpants, 
and a Mah Jongg card to play online.

Myrna Smith:  A mask and toilet 
paper.

Richard Scott:  The tv remote, cell 
phone, and a book.

Randy Smith: His Kindle.

Kathy Ransom: A pile of grey hair, 
a mask my friend made me.

Is there anything during this expe-
rience that you would keep in your 
life?

Jayne Freed: I learned to use Zoom 
technology for online Saddleback 
Emeritus classes and for Casta com-
mittee meetings. It’s great.

Myrna and Randy Smith: Learning 
patience with each other.

Maribeth McFaul: I learned to spend 
more time at home. Save time with 
Zoom meetings. Make connections 
with people on a deeper level.

Other than hugging your loved ones, 
what will you do first when allowed 
to resume normal life?

Jayne Freed: Get my hair and nails 
done. Play Mah Jongg on Saturday 
morning followed by lunch with 
friends.

Myrna and Randy Smith: Go to the 
Elks Club and dance.

Kathy Ransom: Go to a restaurant at 
the beach.

Maribeth McFaul: Until there is a 
vaccine, I won’t be doing anything in 
large groups. First thing? Go for a swim 
in the Casta pool.

Paddle Tennis “For Love of the Game” Tournament
By Debra Friedman, photo by John Clarity

In almost all cultures around the 
world, rain is believed to be a sign of 
blessing and an omen of good luck. 
Nonetheless, for the Paddle Tennis 
Tournament of February 22, it meant 
a cancellation resulted. Four tourna-
ments were scheduled for the year, 
with the first being in February enti-
tled For Love of the Game. When the 
first rotation of players ventured out 
that morning, it was apparent that the 
drizzle would turn into heavier rain and 
the courts would not dry out in time for 
later play. Thus, the tournament was 
rescheduled to March 7.

Metty Thomason, the new tourna-
ment director, handled the change with 
aplomb. Rescheduling entailed switch-
ing players, partners, time of day, 
refreshments served, etc. The compe-
tition was divided into three groupings 
with four sets of partners per grouping. 
Each team played every other team in 
their grouping, with play concluding 
upon a team winning six games.

The first grouping was the Red Group 
with winners as follows: Gold medal: 
Roger Hobbs and Debra Friedman; 
Silver medal: Lee and Phyllis Less-
er; Bronze medal: Mike and Rhonda 
Cusack. Next, the Pink Group played 
with the following outcome: Gold 

medal: Nancy and Don Tirrell; Silver 
medal: Metty Thomason and Scott 
Shiroma; Bronze medal: Annelise and 
John Nicsinger. Then the White Group 
played and the results were: Gold med-
al: Marci Smith and Dirk Gans; Silver 
medal: Shuman Chan and Ed Pratt; 
Bronze medal: Chaz Manuel and Adam 
Taghavi. It was encouraging to see new 
players and new residents compete and 
place in the tournament.

Spectators sat huddled on the side-
lines sheltered in hooded coats, blan-
kets, and layers of clothing to ward 
off the cold. Spectators munched on 
bagels, muffins, and other goodies. 
There were frequent eruptions of cheers 
coming from other paddle tennis mem-
bers, friends, and family. Perhaps the 
most humorous occurrence was when 
Mike Cusack thought he had a winning 
shot and walked off the court with 
arms outstretched to receive accolades. 
However, Lee Lesser made an amazing 
recovery and play continued without 
Mike on the court. Mike’s wife Rhon-
da, with level head, continued play and 
in fact, won the point.

All who played had a great time and 
those who watched were even more 
enthusiastic.
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Paddle Tennis “For Love of the Game” Tournament
Continued from page 20

Red group of players posing on March 7

Jerie Miller
By Arthur Rosen

It is with great sadness to learn and 
announce that Jeri Miller, a major Casta 
del Sol leader and volunteer, has passed 
away. Jerie’s contributions to Casta del 
Sol as a volunteer were impressive and 
extensive. He started as a member of 
the Architectural Committee and soon 
became its Chairman. He ran for the 

Board of Directors and soon became 
its Vice-President; not long after that 
he became President. He served on 
the Board for many years.  He was 
very active as a member of the Traffic 
Committee, Reserve Study Committee, 
Master Plan Committee and the Chair-
man of the Gate Automation project.

He was honored by the Orange Coun-
ty Regional Chapter of the Community 
Associations Institute as the Commu-
nity Association Board Member of the 
Year in 2012. No other Casta volunteer 
has ever received that honor.

He was a well-liked, respected gen-

Casta Trivia
Compiled by Bob Destino

How well do you know our commu-
nity? See if you can choose the correct 
answer below: How many homes are 
there in Casta del Sol?

[a] 1,527; [b] 1,727; [c] 1,927; [d] 
2,127; [e] 2,227

(The answer appears on page 22 in 
this issue of the Courier.)

tleman with a great sense of humor, 
especially at Board meetings.
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Courier Volunteers
Rec Ctr 1 staff will notify volunteers who pack the paper for distribution 

of the process for the July issue. The next stuffing date is Tuesday, June 30, 
10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Restaurant Review
A few years ago, the Courier includ-

ed a column on restaurant reviews for 
local eateries. It was a very popular 
column, and many residents have asked 
why we don’t do that anymore. The 
reason is simple: we couldn’t find any-
one who wanted to write the column. 
The Courier Committee decided to 
try something different. Rather than a 
columnist choosing restaurants to write 

about, we should ask the residents for 
their recommendations. And now, we 
are all under stay-at-home orders and 
not going out to eat. So, for our first col-
umn on restaurant reviews, we would 
like to know what your experience 
has been with meals ordered for home 
delivery or pick up at the restaurant. 
Please send your recommendations or 
share your positive experience to me at 
fmorgan17@cox.com.

I Remember When
By April Wilsey

I remember when we had our first 
telephone in our home. It was exciting 
to hear it ring and answer it wondering 
who was on the other end. Of course, 
as a young child, I wasn’t allowed to 
answer it, and since the calls weren’t 
for me, I did little talking on it. 

As I grew older, I was allowed to 
answer the phone and to actually make 
some calls. However, it always seemed 
that when I picked up the phone, there 
was someone already on the line. The 
phone lines in those days had a party 
line, which meant that two or three 
homes shared the line. This usually 
was not a problem since most people 
soon ended their calls after someone 
had picked up. But there were the 
phone hogs who continued to stay on 
the line. Sometimes it was so annoying 
that I would continue to stay on the line 
listening to their conversation until they 

hung up. Of course, I let them know I 
was there.

Thank goodness, by the time I was 
in high school, those party lines dis-
appeared, and I was able to dial my 
number without having to listen to the 
rude phone hogs. And best of all, no 
one could listen to my calls, especially 
those with my boyfriends.

If you have an I Remember When 
article, send it to Sara Henninger at 
sarahenninger@cox.net.

Casta Trivia (answer)
How many homes are there in Casta 
del Sol?

Correct answer is [c] 1,927
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 
AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
We are closed because of the COVID-19. 

My suite is sanitized after every client, 
your health is my priority! 

I look forward to seeing you when we re-open.  
23612 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 

Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 7 pm 
See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 

949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
HB AIR DUCT 

90 Day Warranty On Work 
10% Senior Discount. 

Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

In Home Care by Licensed PTA 
Personal care, errands, transport, medications 

help, memory support, fitness, health planning. 
Light cleaning/organizing. Ref. available. 

Call Marianne Burns, PTA: 949.422.3058 

TRUSTED CARE GIVER • RESPITE 
• Grooming and Personal Care 

• Companion Aide • Dr.’s Appt’s. 
• Errands • Cooking • Cleaning 

• Day, Evening, Overnight & 24 hr. Care 
• References Available, Lic.6006202740 

Call Maria-Zita: 949-412-0727 
ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 
Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 

banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

HANDYMAN - CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

ORGANIZING / DE-CLUTTERING 

ORGANIZED BY SAM 
Residential organizing: closet, kitchen, garage. 
De-cluttering, moving in or out preparations. 

Local donation options assistance. 
Call Samantha Thomas: 714-791-7701 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

TAX PREPARATION 

Rosendo Castillo 
Enrolled Agent IRS #00097648EA 

Resident of Casta del Sol 
Cell Phone: 305-282-5899 

rjcsail@aol.com 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent ● IRS & CTEC Registered 

Tax Preparer ●  Bonded 
CdS Resident  ●  Appointments 

949.716.9970 or taxexpert@cox.net 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


