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Getting to Know Our Neighbors: 
Earl & Mary Treichel
By Bob Destino, photo by Paul Harmon

President’s
Message
Randy Thompson, President

This is a con-
tinuation of last 
month’s article 
on Board au-
thor i ty .  The 
goal of your 
Board is to be 
as transparent as possible within 
the legal boundaries of our govern-
ing documents:  CC&Rs, Bylaws 
and Articles of Incorporation, and 
the Davis-Stirling Act.

All committee meeting minutes, 
after they have been submitted to 
the Board, are available in a binder 
located in the library at Rec Ctr 1 
for your use while in the library 
and may not be removed. If you 
desire a copy of a particular set 
of minutes, you may ask staff to 
get that for you. Board of Director 
(BoD) minutes are available on 
the bulletin board at Rec Ctr 1 and 
on the Casta del Sol website. As 
these minutes are for members only 
and they must not be published on 
social media or other public forum 
sites because they are the business 
of the HOA and not the public. See 
Davis-Stirling, Posting Minutes. 
Minutes of executive sessions are 
of a confidential nature and relate 
to issues such as formation of con-

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

2020 Election – Voter Eligibility List
Member Review of the Association Voter List

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 2

Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, 
General 
Manager
Association 
Contracts

Casta del Sol Homeowners 
Association has numerous ven-
dors providing services to assist 
in the day-to-day operations of 
your community, such as Pac 
West Land Care, Nordic Security 
Services, etc. These vendors have 
contracts with the Association 

Earl and Mary Treichel are a black 
belt couple. Earl has been studying, 

practicing and teaching self-defense 
disciplines for more than fifty years. 
Over those years, he has achieved the 
Karate level known as Rokudan, which 
is level six of the ten black belt levels. 
In addition to their martial arts skills, 
members at this level are committed to 
such personal character traits as humili-
ty, courtesy, charity, high moral charac-
ter and “an unconquerable spirit.” Over 
the years he has taught self-defense and 
martial arts (Shotokan Jutsu Karate, 

Jiu Jitsu and Aiki-
do) to hundreds of 
students in public 
high schools, col-
leges and studios 
that he operated on 
both coasts. The 
class he taught at 
Costa Mesa High 
School for seven-
teen years was the 
only self-defense 
course offered in 
any public school in the state.

California Civil Code Section 5105 
specifies that the Association shall 

have a “Voter List” of those members 
who are eligible to vote in an Annual 
Election. The “Voter List” shall in-
clude name, voting power, and either 
the physical address of the voter’s 
separate interest, the parcel number, 
or both. The mailing address for the 
ballot shall be listed on the voter list 

if it differs from the physical address 
of the voter’s separate interest or if 
only the parcel number is used. The 
Association shall permit members to 
verify the accuracy of their individual 
information for at least 30 days before 
the ballots are distributed.

The “Voter List” is scheduled to be 
finalized on May 6 and approved by the 
Board on May 7 as the final “Eligibility 

List” for the June 25, 2020 Election and 
used by the printer to mail the ballots to 
each eligible member. To allow for the 
required 30-day member review, the 
initial “Voter List” will be available for 
a member to review their individual re-
cord in the Association Administration 
Building during normal business hours 
starting on Monday, April 6.

 

Will You Run for the Board of Directors?
The 2020 election for the Board of Directors will be held in June. There are four vacancies to fill. If you intend to 

run for one of these positions, you need to submit your application, along with your resume, by April 1 to appear 
in the May issue of the Courier. Once your application is accepted, a Courier photographer will contact you to take 
your photo. If you miss the Courier deadline, your name can still appear on the printed ballot if your materials are 
received by April 17.

This is your opportunity to become involved in the decisions affecting our beautiful community. Please consider 
running for a two-year term as Director.

If you have any questions, please call our General Manager, Josh Hodosh, at 455-4670 or the Election Committee 
Chairman, Bill Burfeind, at 305-4260.

Attention All Residents:
Due to the national health emergency, our buildings and facilities are closed and all meetings and events are can-

celled for now. Staff is available only by phone or email. The administration office number is: 837-4073 and the 
recreation office number is 455-4681.

Email addresses are: Josh Hodosh, general manager, jhodosh@powerstonepm.com; Susan Pridonoff, ex-
ecutive assistant, spridonoff@powerstonepm.com; Tamara Csiszer, senior administrative coordinator, 
tcsiszer@powerstonepm.com; Donna Duhn, administrative coordinator, dduhn@powerstonepm.com; Valerie 

Earl and Mary met in 1990. They 
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 22 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA
- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 22

President: Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com
Vice President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Priscilla Tripp ptripp1@gmail.com
Treasurer: William Swift wgswift1940@gmail.com
Directors: David Ankeny candyman803@gmail.com
 Mary Kay Crowley marykaycrowley@yahoo.com
 Ron Foglesong mousefan2@cox.net

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

Kikuyu Grass
Casta del Sol has grown kikuyu grass 

for over 20 years. It was likely intro-
duced by seed blowing in the wind. 
This grass was brought from Africa in 
the last century and was used by Cali-
fornia farmers to control erosion. Golf 
courses started using kikuyu, then it 
spread by seed and roots into lawns. It 
can climb over other plant life, shading 
it out and producing herbicidal toxins 
that kill competing plants.

The history of kikuyu grass in the 
U.S. is somewhat unclear. The No-
vember 16, 1925 issue of the USGA’s 
Green Section Record states that 
kikuyu grass was first introduced to 
the U.S. by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in 1915 and was tested 
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Continued from page 1
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tracts, disciplinary hearings, personnel 
issues, payment plan, and foreclosure.

Per the Open Meeting Act, the board 
shall not take action on any item of 
business outside of a board meeting 
(Civil Code §4910(a).) Hence, the 
BoD is unable to discuss any business 
item that comes before us prior to 
that meeting. Discussions will occur 
between BoD members because their 
questions must be public. Open discus-
sions are necessary for transparency 
to the community and so the BoD can 
come to a consensus before voting. 
BoD members pledge to support the 
majority decision even if they are not 
in agreement. BoD members have the 
relevant documents in order to make 
these decisions. As provided in the 
Open Meeting Act, members, owners, 
not tenants, may observe the meeting 
but may not participate in the BoD’s 
deliberations or votes. The Board has 
some leeway here and may entertain 
member comments. Comments are 
most beneficial if made during the 
BoD Workshop when items are first 
considered.

Do you want to make a difference 
in our community? Come to BoD and 
committee meetings, read minutes if 
you’re not able to attend, voice your 
concerns via written Service Request 
that are available at Rec Ctr 1 or during 
the owner’s comment section of every 
meeting. 

Thanks for your time, see you here 
next month.

explaining their scope of work and 
responsibilities, but also spell out 
specific requirements such as payment 
terms, etc.

The Board recently approved some 
minor updates to the HOA contract 
templates and bidding terms and condi-
tions for future contracts on the advice 
of counsel mainly focusing on indem-
nification and insurance threshold 
requirements. Recently, homeowners 
have inquired about contract details 
and with the help of counsel, the Board 
believes the terms created assist the 
Association going forward.

Audit/ Phone Books
In April, the Board will send out the 

approved audit. If you happened to opt-
in to receiving Association documents 
by email, you will be emailed a copy of 
the audit in early April. If you did not 
opt-in for email delivery, don’t worry, 
you will still receive a copy in the mail. 
For those receiving the audit by email, 
you may still pick up a hard copy in the 
administration building.

In April, Farmer Publications plans to 
deliver the phone books to all residents. 
If you have not received a copy by the 
end of April, please let the recreation 
office know so we can provide you 
with a copy. 

Check References of Vendors You 
Hire 

Staff has heard stories from Casta 
residents about handymen, house 
cleaners, etc. that they have hired 
who have taken advantage of them. In 
some cases, those residents told staff 
they hired vendors just because they 
were advertising in the Courier. Those 
advertisements in the Courier are not 
referrals from the Homeowners Asso-
ciation or the publisher, so please don’t 
just hire them because they advertise, 
do your research. Check references, ask 
your neighbors and friends who they 
use for a specific service and if they 
were happy with them.

Our maintenance team, even if they 
don’t have the answer, will do their 
best to lead you in the right direction 
if you have a maintenance question or 
feel you have received some advice you 
feel is questionable.

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

in California in 1916. However, the 
University of California’s Division 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
places the introduction of kikuyu grass 
to the state in 1918, when it was planted 
to prevent erosion on ditch banks.

Kikuyu grass is a warm season grass 
that spreads quickly and thrives in 
areas with moderate temperatures. It 
can tolerate heat and will do well under 
relatively shady conditions. It is seldom 
established as a desired turf grass, but 
is used at the Riviera Country Club 
in L.A. It has a low disease incidence 
and is susceptible to cold, but is able 
to recover quickly from moderate wear 
or severe injury. Although once con-
sidered to be primarily a weed, kikuyu 
grass is now managed as a turf species.

It is considered to be low mainte-
nance, going dormant in the winter. 
It can tolerate low fertility and can 
recover from drought conditions. Ki-
kuyu grass has a low tolerance for cold 
temperatures. It has a tendency to scalp 
when mowed short. Love it or hate it, 
it’s far too costly to replace.Hanich, recreation director, vhan-

ich@powerstonepm,com; Evelyn 
Okura, recreation coordinator, 
eokura@powerstonepm.com; Ed Pe-
droncelli, maintenance supervisor, 
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com; 
Bill Thornton, landscape coordina-
tor, wthornton@powerstonepm.com.

Watch for updates by e-blast and 
on the CdS website.

Water Bill Drop Off Box
The Santa Margarita Water District mailbox outside the Fiesta Room 

for CdS residents to drop off their water bills will not be available until 
further notice due to Covid-19 and low mail in general.



The Casta CourierApril 2020 Page  3

February Treasurer’s Report
March 19, 2020

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
February 29, 2020 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:
  Income from Operations  ................................................  $1,541,591.35
  Interest Income  .....................................................................  $1,781.81
  Expenditures (Before Reserves) ........................................  $905,569.32
  Total Surplus (Current Year)  ............................................  $222,168.04
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and

   Bills and Checking Accounts  .......................  $1,187,493.55

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:
  Income from HOA  ............................................................  $410,000.00
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $14,834.77
  Expenditures  .....................................................................  $372,385.56
  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $3,920,450.00
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   Treasury Notes and Bills  ..............................  $4,989,957.40

 C. Capital Fund Balance:
  Beginning Balance  ..............................................................  $59,732.12
  Interest Earned  ...........................................................................  $22.06
  Monthly Funding (1$/HO/Mo)  .............................................  $1,927.00
  Expenses   .....................................................................................  $0.00
  Balance   ............................................................................. $63,631.13
  Approved Capital for 2020 (unfunded)  ............................. $274,404.24
 D. HOA ASSETS:
  Total Assets  ....................................................................  $6,354,093.80

Treasurer’s comments:
The current year’s operating income, $1,541,591 for the first two months, is 

approximately $5,000 above plan which is a good beginning. Expenses for the 
same period are below plan by $127,079. In fact, all major expense categories 
were operating within budget. In the utilities category, the water expense was 
below budget by $35,243. The result of this good beginning is a year-to-date 
surplus of $222,168.

Our Reserve program for 2020 has plans to spend over $3,000,000. We have 
spent only $372,385 to date, but there are some large invoices due in the next 
couple of months. One invoice is for a progress payment for the Rec Ctr 1 bath-
room rework, as well as one for the Signature irrigation system replacement. We 
have adequate cash in our investment accounts to cover these Reserve expenses.

On a final note, please, committee members, keep your eye on our budget. 
So far, so good. Thanks.

The following investment activity occurred in February:

• 1 CD Matured:
 Operations: None
 Reserves: Mizuho Bank, USA, $200,000 redeemed on 2/27/2020

• No CDs Purchased:
  Operations: None
  Reserves: None

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded on March 19, the Board approved 

the February 29 financial statement and this treasurer’s report and ratifies the 
review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers of funds made 
in this period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer

Board Meeting Highlights
March 19, 2020

Due to the realities of the viral pandemic gripping the world at the time of 
the meeting last month, there were only 12 people in the Vista Room at the 
Board meeting. The seven Board members were spread widely around the 
room (social distancing) and were joined by five staff members, who were also 
sitting apart. Residents could hear the discussion at home by dialing in with a 
code number supplied by the Association using meeting software.

The following are highlights of reports presented and actions taken at 
the meeting.
•  Board President Randy Thompson opened the meeting saying that since our 

buildings were all closed in compliance with government guidelines to try 
and stave off the coronavirus, the room was configured as described above. 
The Association had purchased and was trying out computer/phone software 
and hoped it would work out. It will be used until further notice. He also 
thanked General Manager Josh Hodosh and all Powerstone employees for 
the job they’re doing.

•  The Board approved a contract with Imperial Sprinkler Supply to provide 
irrigation services at a cost of $948,507 plus a contingency of $25,000. The 
cost is higher than the original bid due to a miscalculation in the controller 
count but rebate funding that could be in the range of $168,000 would be 
an offset.

•  A contract with Pilot Painting and Construction was also approved by the 
Board, with 239 units to be painted at a cost of $513,850.

•  Treasurer Bill Swift’s report and comments were accepted. (See report on 
this page.)

•  Josh reported that 40 homes are currently delinquent in the total amount of 
$34,336. He also asked for residents’ patience during this period of building 
closings and disruption. He gave a reminder of the June Board election in 
which there are four open seats. So far, there are two candidates. The deadline 
to get your name on the printed ballot is April 17.

•  Josh said that the Board has all the information needed in an emergency. He 
also commended Recreation Director Valerie Hanich for getting e-blasts out 
informing the community of the quickly changing situation resulting from 
the coronavirus. At the time of the meeting, staff was working in locked 
buildings and communicating only by phone or email.

•  Valerie said that while there are new people moving in, there are no orien-
tations and they must use the guest lanes at the gates.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Ed Pedroncelli said that residents can see 
CdS home paint colors online at Dunn-Edwards Paints or he will email them.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported that he will be in 
contact with Great Scott Tree Service and an arborist to discuss a plan to 
inspect large trees near homes before pruning.

•  The Board reluctantly accepted the resignation of Dianna Swanson as chair 
of the Welcome Committee with appreciation for her four years in the po-
sition. Board liaison Priscilla Tripp will be the interim chair, but welcome 
visits and meetings are suspended for now. She thanked Dianna for doing 
an excellent job.

•  The Board declined to approve reimbursement for water damage at a home 
and they will discuss developing a policy with expert advice.

•  The Board approved installation of a garden wall at a cost of $4,800 but 
there was concern about a conflict of interest in the vote of the neighboring 
property owner.

•  The Board approved the Social Committee’s proposed schedule of events 
for 2020 and renewal of the rabbit variance with the City of Mission Viejo.

•  Lastly, the Board approved expenditures of $21,590 for several sewer repairs 
necessitated by damage caused by common area tree roots.

Several residents called in to say they appreciate the phone connection con-
cept used in the meeting.

The next meeting will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, April 16. The next work-
shop meeting will be at 9 a.m. on Thursday, April 2. (This information is 
subject to change.)

Priscilla Tripp
Board Liaison
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Maintenance
Report
Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance
Services 
Supervisor

2020 Painting Project
At the March 19 meeting, the Board 

approved painting 239 homes for the 
2020 paint project. The project is ten-
tatively scheduled to begin in April and 
the estimated timeframe to complete 
the project is 179 days, weather per-
mitting. The street order is as follows:

•  Borgona (28452-526 even address-
es only)

• Villena (23192-972)

• Via Torroba (27792-912)

Maintenance Responsibilities 
Before Painting

•  Homeowners are responsible for 
repairs per CC&Rs section 3.07 
Exterior Maintenance and Repairs 
and 9.0.1 of the Architectural Rules 
& Guidelines All dry rot, termite 
and exterior repairs must be made 
prior to painting of the dwelling at 
owner’s expense.

•  Repaired areas not completed prior 
to the home’s scheduled paint date, 
will not be painted and result in a 
return fee of $150, billed directly to 
the homeowner by the contractor so 
the job can be completed.

•  Owner shall provide, if necessary, 
water and electricity from existing 
facilities for power washing. As a 
preventive measure, homeowners 
should inspect all exterior electric 
outlets, to ensure they are protected 
by a GFCI unit, or have waterproof 
covering. If not, homeowners 
should ensure their exterior outlets 
are covered, to prevent water intru-
sion during the power washing.

•  Per section, 9.0.1 of the Architec-
tural Rules & Guideline: Home-
owner is responsible for the remov-
al and movement of any item that 
obstructs the Association’s painting 
of a dwelling.

•  Residents can contact Pilot Painting 
directly at (714) 229-5900 or (714) 
392-4865 with any questions about 
painting or repair to the home.

Note: Casta del Sol does not recom-
mend or endorse any of the companies 
listed below, however, these companies 
have performed work for fellow Casta 

 

The Board of Directors plan to approve the final Voter Eligibility List, 
the Annual Meeting Ballot and Meeting Notice on May 7, 2020. The Voter 
List, Ballot and Meeting Notice will then be sent to a printer for preparation 
and mailing to all members of record. The Election Calendar calls for the 
Ballots to arrive no later than May 26 to permit a 30-day period for voting 
before the June 25, 2020 Annual Meeting.

California Civil Code section 5115(b) specifies that the Association shall 
provide members with a general notice concerning the date, time and location 
for the return of ballots and the date, time, and location where the ballots 
will be tabulated at least 30 days before the ballots are distributed. In accor-
dance with this requirement the necessary general notice will be posted on 
the Casta del Sol Website and Bulletin Boards no later than April 24, 2020.

2020 Election
Return of Ballots and Ballot Tabulation

Greenbelt Rules
Out of courtesy for owners’ privacy and because of the potential for uneven 

footing, please do not walk closely behind people’s homes.

residents, and should be able to provide 
you with references.

• Pac West – 583-2705

•  The Bald Brothers – Bob Stieber, 
463-0269

• Bill Newsom – 315-9042

• Keystone Painting – 372-8417

•  Pilot Painting & Construction 
(714) 229-5900 (a fee of $85 for 
wood repair, inspection and esti-
mate)

Ed Pedroncelli,
epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com,

215-9155
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

April 2020
Cheung, Cecilia .....................27647 Via Granados ............... (626) 741-7439
 Tustin, CA
Dooley, Nancy ......................27676 Via Turina .................... (714) 267-6414
 Lake Forest, CA
Hom, Susie & Wayne ...........23561 Via Agustini ...........................370-1723
 Coto de Caza, CA
Kelly, Loretta ........................28482 Pacheco ..................................306-8621
 Laguna Woods, CA
Kia, Susanne & Alwood .......Unlisted  ............................................680-2012
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
McGee, Jim & Marti .............28012 Via Chocano ................ (417) 830-7423
 Blue Eye, MO
Miller, Thomas & Isabel .......28265 Zurburan ...................... (360) 461-5874
 Beaverton, OR
Pate, Sherry & Lee ................28062 Via Chocano ................ (562) 301-5066
 Lakewood, CA
Perek, Dorothy ......................23881 Villena ......................... (714) 309-3237
 Irvine, CA
Sellers, John & Caren ...........28097 Espinoza.................................454-9670
 Mission Viejo, CA
Smith, Yvonne ......................28552 Pacheco ........................ (562) 619-5172
 Newport Beach, CA
Zaleski, Irene .........................28412 Pacheco ........................ (714) 544-6698
 Santa Ana, CA ..................
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Surterre Properties®, Inc. does not guarantee accuracy of all data, including all measurements and calculations of area.  Information is obtained 
from various sources and has not been, and will not be verified by Broker or Agent of MLS.  All information should be independently reviewed 
and verified for accuracy. Surterre Properties DRE#01778230

*The Yaruss Group achieved $162 million in total home sale transactions based on MLS and non-MLS data combined as of 03/13/2020.

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com  ·  JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com

ARI MONTANARI · 949.999.4823 · Ari@TheYarussGroup.com 

Boker is a highly qualified, detail-oriented professional skilled in navigating 
and negotiating the most difficult real estate transactions. Adherence to the 
law and attention to your needs ensures a smooth and timely transaction.

Ari Montanari has strong connections with the Jewish community and has 
worked extensively with military relocation clients. Buyers appreciate his 
keen ability to identify the best opportunities, while sellers depend on his 
impressive capacity for negotiating the most lucrative values.

Jaye has tremendous energy and is meticulous in all she does. She listens 
intently and has an uncanny empathy for the needs of her clients. She works 
closely with them to ensure a smooth and trouble-free experience.

JAYE YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
BSBM (Bachelor of Science in Business Management)
SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)
Notary Public

ARI MONTANARI
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR, MRP
Military Relocation Professional
BA, MA, D.MIN & M.RAV.

BOKER YARUSS
REALTOR®

Member NAR, CAR, OCAR
GRI (Graduate of the Real Estate Institute)
CPRES (Certified Probate Real Estate Specialist)

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 · Customized Listing & Sales Programs
 · No-Cost “BPO” Property Evaluation
 · First-Time Buyers & Financing Programs
 · Short Sale Specialists
 · Foreclosure Specialists
 · Distressed Properties - 203K (Renovation) Loans
 · Investment Properties - 1 to 4 Units
 · Luxury Real Estate - Surterre Best Buy Program

SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 · Downsizing & Relocation
 · Relocation to Assisted Living
 · Whole-House Clean-Out & “Get Ready” Services
 · Donation Coordination
 · Staging for Best Showing & Quick Sale
 · No-Cost Cardboard Boxes
 · No-Cost Consultation for Families

CERTIFIED PROBATE REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 · Court-Approved Sales
 · Special Services for Administrators & Executors
 · Experienced in Family Trusts
 · Conservatorships / Guardianships

AFFILIATE MEMBER PROFESSIONAL  
FIDUCIARY ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA
 · Special Services for PFAC Members - Repairs, 
      Prep-for-Sale, Bring-Up-to-Code Standards
 · Whole-House Clean-Out & “Get Ready” Services
 · Staging for Best Showing & Quick Sale
 · No-Cost Cardboard Boxes for Packing

With over $162 million* in Orange County real estate sales, we have the 
track record of success you are looking for. So don’t hesitate 
to call us today to talk about real estate. 

The Yaruss Group, top-producing real estate agents serving Casta Del Sol. 

We Love Our Casta Del Sol Friends & Family
Join us for our monthly ARMDI events. Contact Jaye for details.

S T I L L H U N T I N G  F O R  T H E  PERFECT  H O M E ?
Now is an egg-cellent time to buy or sell your home, and we can help. 

C U S TO M I Z E D  S E RV I C E S

DRE#01362392

DRE#01434016

DRE#02065940
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Getting to Know Our Neighbors: Earl & Mary Treichel
Continued from page 1

Better Communication Produces Better Decisions
By Bob Destino

One of the priorities of the 2019-
2020 Casta del Sol Board of Directors 
has been the holding of joint meetings 
between the Board and selected com-
mittees. These meetings are designed 
to focus on a single topic with the aim 
of facilitating better communication 
between the Board and the committee 
prior to the preparation of resolutions 
for final Board approval. Committee 
members benefit by gaining a sense of 
the Board’s thinking on the topic being 
discussed. Board members benefit by 
hearing a more thorough discussion of 

the topic than would be practical if it 
were only brought to them in the form 
of a resolution for approval at a Board 
meeting.

According to Board President Randy 
Thompson, the main objective of these 
meetings is to get the Board and the 
committee “on the same page.” He 
explained that our 14 committees serve 
as advisors to the Board. They do the 
groundwork and research required for 
ultimate Board decisions. This is of 
tremendous value to the Board as they 
consider proposals and actions needed. 

Randy said, “We could not function 
without their input.”

Recent joint meetings have included 
the following committees and topics: 
Budget and Finance, the 2020 budget; 
Reserves, the 2019 Reserve Study; 
Facilities, the Rec Ctr 1 restroom proj-
ect; Traffic, the 2020 security contract; 
Greenbelt, the irrigation system. Most 
of these meetings have been well-at-
tended by residents whose comments, 
suggestions and questions were encour-
aged. In fact, these meetings provide 
residents the opportunity to make their 

views known before any final proposals 
are made or actions taken; by the time 
the topic gets on a Board of Directors 
meeting agenda, those proposals have 
usually been finalized.

Joint meetings are open to all Casta 
residents, as are all regular Board meet-
ings, Board Workshops, and Commit-
tee meetings. Most meeting schedules 
are shown in the calendar section of 
the Courier and are also announced 
by eblasts (if you are not receiving 
these announcements, please contact 
the Recreation office to register your 
email address).

married in 1991 and she soon enrolled 
in one of his Karate classes. Today she 
has reached the Karate level known as 
Yondan, which is level four of the ten 
black belt levels. She also team taught 
with Earl at many of his college classes 
as well as at their studio in Huntington 
Beach.

Earl also had a career in music, both 
as a performer and as a teacher. He 

earned a Master’s Degree in Music 
from Cal State Long Beach. He plays 
the trombone and the string bass. As 
a performer, he was primarily an ‘on 
call’ musician performing with sym-
phony orchestras and jazz ensembles. 
He toured with the Carpenters for 
about a year early in their career. As a 
teacher, he was employed by the New-
port-Mesa School District for sixteen 

years teaching instrumental music at 
all grade levels. During eleven of those 
years, he also taught music at Coast-
line Community College in Fountain 
Valley and Orange Coast College in 
Costa Mesa.

Earl had a third career as well. He 
was General Manager of a retail com-
puter chain and later, a Senior Account 
Executive with computer products 
distributor Ingram Micro. Meanwhile, 
Mary kept busy working in property 
management. She retired briefly but 

was asked to come to work at the Irvine 
Company, an offer she gladly accepted. 
She worked for them for five years and 
then retired again.

Earl and Mary moved to Casta del Sol 
about five years ago. They love the so-
cial activities and have enjoyed events 
sponsored by the Social Committee, 
Las Damas, the Military Veterans Club, 
the Italian American Club and the Baby 
Boomers. They’ve made lots of good 
friends here; when you meet them, 
you’ll know why.
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23442 El Toro Road, Lake Forest, CA 92630  |  (949) 340-8108  |  freedomvillage.org

The  Best Time Of Your Life Starts At Freedom Village…

Thank you for voting Freedom Village  

one of the Best   Senior Living Communities  

in Orange County 3 years in a row! 

Re-define Retirement Living! Step into a vibrant Life Plan Community with extraordinary  
amenities and activities abound! Enjoy peace of mind by choosing a community with  

Independent Living, Assisted Living, and Skilled Nursing with a Guarantee of Care for Life.

Call (949) 340-8108 for a  

complimentary lunch and tour!

Lic. #300606831 COA 143
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Architecture
I love frogs; the size or color doesn’t 

matter. I even love live ones; they 
personally bring joy to my soul. You 
might not know this until you enter my 
front door, but then there’s no doubt, 
they are everywhere (except for the live 
ones, of course).

Now as much as I love frogs, having 
an abundance of them in my founda-
tion area or on my porch would not 
necessarily be harmonious with my 
neighbors or aesthetically pleasing for 
Casta del Sol. Here is where I’m going 
with this: because it’s personal to me 
doesn’t mean it belongs on my front 
porch or in my foundation area, and 
certainly not in abundance.

The Architectural Committee is 
tasked with making decisions regard-
ing the harmony and aesthetics of the 
neighborhood. Sometimes when we 
look at a front porch or foundation area 
and we ask you to clean it up, it’s be-
cause we are seeing it as out of harmony 
with the neighborhood or because your 
areas have become aesthetically un-
pleasant. It is important when choosing 
a flowerpot or decorative item for your 
porch or foundation that it is something 
you love, but it must also be in harmony 
with the neighborhood. Create a focal 
point by making it an anomaly that is 
lovely and aesthetically pleasing. A 
small group of well-maintained similar 
styled flowerpots with lovely colored 
flowers beckons one to your door and 
you might even see a small frog saying 
ribbit.
Vicki Slawson, Chair, (925) 513-4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Election
At the February 20 meeting, the 

Board approved our 2020 Election 
Operating Rules and a General Notice 
now required by State Civil Code con-
cerning the submission of candidate 
applications. A notice was in the March 
Courier about this General Notice be-
ing on our website.

The Election Committee met on 
February 25 to review and finalize the 
candidate application for the Board of 
Directors for the 2020 Election. This 
application was made available to all 
members on March 1, and there was a 
March Courier front-page article about 
running for the Board. Applications 
are available in the Administration 

Greenbelt
The Greenbelt Committee (GBC) has 

added a new pathway, two benches and 
new shrub plantings at our mini park-
like setting at Marin and Valdes. We 
have also added several street trees to 
improve the area.

One of our top priorities is the new 
Calsense Controller System. Planning 
for the installation is in progress and a 
full evaluation is currently taking place. 
We plan to have the system in place 
before the summer temperatures set in.

The next main project is continuing 
the replacement of fire-hazardous Aca-
cia plants located between Gate 1 and 
Gate 2 (outside perimeter). This project 
was started in 2018.

GBC is continuing a preliminary re-
view of the Rec Ctr 2 parking lot area 
for improvements. The turf restoration 
project on Granados (replacement of 
front yard grass/turf areas) is in its fi-
nal review stages. The SMWD rebate 
project is also being reviewed.

If you see any items that need our 
attention, please do not hesitate to call 
PacWest at 583-2705 and ask for a 
Landscape Maintenance Request.

The GBC meets on the second 
Tuesday of every month at 9 a.m. in 
the Garden Room. Come join us and 
learn about the many improvements 
throughout our Casta del Sol commu-
nity. Meetings are open to all residents.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013
David Ankeny, Liaison

Budget and Finance
In March, the Committee, the Board 

of Directors and Powerstone discussed 
the draft Casta del Sol (CdS) audited 
financial statements for 2019 with our 
auditor, Mike Fitzgerald, of Fitzger-
ald and Associates, Inc. Numerous 
adjustments have been made to the 
Powerstone Property Management final 
report for 2019 due to year-end accru-
als, because CdS receives many of the 
2019 invoices in January and February. 
We will be reviewing the final draft of 
the financial statements in April.

We will soon begin the development 
of the CdS budget for 2020 as we take 
part in the reserve study, which begins 
in May.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the B&F meetings. Please join us! The 
Budget and Finance Committee meets 
regularly on the third Monday of each 
month at 1 p.m. in the Garden Room.

Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336

Facilities
The Rec Ctr 1 restroom project is 

ongoing. The project was slowed a bit 
by a potential beam problem, but the 
problem has been resolved by the struc-
tural engineer. The problem beam was 
replaced and we are moving forward. 
Unfortunately, every project that we 
undertake ends up having some un-
foreseen problems due to the age of our 
community. We added a contingency 
to the dollar amount for the project for 
this reason.

Facilities is still awaiting the results 
from GMU, our asphalt consultant, 
on their review, evaluation and rec-
ommendations for the 2020 asphalt 
project. Our sub-committee will review 
their findings, and when agreement is 
reached, will go out to bid for the actual 
construction.

Facilities approved the 2020 paint-
ing contract. After much discussion, 
including such things as quality of 
work, minimal complaints and good 
communication with the residents, 
the committee decided to recommend 
Pilot Painting and approve their bid 
of $2,150 per house and the paint-
ing of 239 houses for a total cost of 
$513,850. We also felt that due to the 
completion of the 2019 contract at the 
end of March, moving into the 2020 
painting contract beginning in April 
was important.

All our projects are complex. We 
invite you to attend our monthly Facil-
ities meetings. Your input is welcomed 
and appreciated. The next Facilities 
meeting is Thursday, April 23 at 9 a.m. 
in the Garden Room.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison

Library
Last month at its monthly meeting, 

the Library Committee discussed the 
need for finding new artists to display 
their work in the library. The artwork 
could be for sale. If interested in mak-
ing a purchase, please inquire at the 
Rec Ctr 1 desk in order to contact the 
artist directly.

Another sign of our growth is that 
the book club has expanded into two 
book clubs. The 4 p.m. Monday group 
still has openings. If interested, please 
contact Suzanne Popel at 215-5157.

Among the reports given was one 
on circulation for the first six months 
of 2019: 4,000 library items were cir-
culated from January through June of 
2019. Our library remains a vital part 
of Casta del Sol.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
Agency, William Gibson

Continued on page 11

Office, at Rec Ctr 1and in the Garden 
Room. Please consider running for a 
two-year term.

The first deadline for the submission 
of director applications is April 1 in 
order to have resumes and pictures in 
the May Courier. The final deadline 
is April 17 to have your name on the 
ballot. Get your application in no later 
than April 17.

We have four vacancies to fill in 
2020. Depending on the number of 
applicants and their past Board expe-
rience, we will tentatively have a Meet 
the Candidates Night on May 28 at 7 
p.m. in the Vista Room. We will pro-
vide future updates about this event in 
the May Courier.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison
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Library
Continued from page 10

Travel
What a nice surprise: we had 54 

signups for our Hollywood Lights and 
Cosmic Sights trip. We all had a great 
time; it’s always more fun when we 
have a full bus.

San Diego Rail & Sail Saturday, 
May 16, is doing well and is a go for 
sure; seats are still available.

TRAVEL COMMITTEE

Events with Signups Underway:
San Diego Rail & Sail
Saturday, May 16
Price: $99
Lunch: On your own at Seaport Village
Sign in: 8:30 a.m.
Departure: 8:45 a.m. – Return: 6:30 p.m.
For sure this trip is going and space is still available.

Newport Harbor Cruise and Champagne Buffet Brunch on the 
Wild Goose & Roger’s Garden
Saturday, June 27
Price: TBA
Buffet Brunch
Sign in: TBA
Departure: TBA; Return: TBA
E-blast will go out with updated info (also check flyer)

Let’s Go traveLinG

Traffic
Important information for entry into 

the Casta del Sol community: residents 
with a transponder sticker on their 
windshield should enter the community 
through the resident lane. Residents 
who do not have a transponder sticker 
must enter through the guest lane. Any 
resident needing a transponder sticker 
should visit Rec Ctr 1.

Slow down! The speed limit in our 
community is 25 mph. The association 
has a speed-minder placed randomly in 
the community to alert drivers of their 
speed and to track the number of vehi-

Crooked River,
 Douglas Preston & Lincoln Child

Eden Mine, S. M. Hulse

Interior Chinatown, Charles Yu

Life Isn’t Everything,
 Ash Carter & Sam Kashner

Mr. Nobody, Catherine Steadman

Sisters by Choice, Susan Mallery

The Cactus League, Emily Nemens

The Girl with the Louding Voice,
 Abi Dare

The Museum of Desire,
 Jonathan Kellerman

Things in Jars, Jess Kidd

When We Were Vikings,
 Andrew David MacDonald

When You See Me, Lisa Gardner

Large Print:
A Small Town, Thomas Perry

Country Strong, Linda Lael Miller

Golden in Death, J. D. Robb

Social
The Social Committee announces a 

great event for Memorial Day, Mon-
day, May 25. It will be an outdoor 
event at the Rec Ctr 1 pool. Celebrate 
with food menus similar to past years 
as well as tasty desserts. All informa-
tion is not yet ready but there will be 
finalized flyers and an e-blast to give 
you all the details. As soon as this is 
out, get down to Rec Ctr 1 to make your 
menu choice and choose your favorite 

Just Watch Me, Jeff Lindsay

On Swift Horses, Shannon Pufahl

Patsy, Nicole Dennis-Bean

The Butterfly Girl, Rene Denfeld

The Missing Ones, Edwin Hill

The Summer Retreat, Sheila Roberts

The Whispers of War, Julia Kelly

Audio Books:
House on Fire, Bonnie Kistler

The Only Child, Mi-Ae-Seo
Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

cles exceeding the speed limit. There 
is a roving patrol, which monitors 
key areas of high speeding. This past 
February, 36 citations were issued for 
speeding, four for running stop signs, 
five for parking illegally, and three for 
reckless driving. Remember, residents 
are responsible for citations issued to 
their vendors, contractors and guests.

Items discussed at the March Traffic 
Committee meeting included review-
ing the scope of work to add cameras 
at gates, updating the Traffic Rules and 
Regulations and the Traffic Committee 
Charter, and reviewing the signage at 
gate entrances.

Residents are invited to attend the 
Traffic Committee meetings on the 
first Monday of the month at 9 a.m. in 
the Garden Room. Time is set aside 
at the beginning of the meeting for 
residents to express their ideas or con-
cerns regarding traffic matters in the 
community.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

We have added two more trips to 
the calendar. We will take a Newport 
Harbor cruise aboard Wild Goose 
with a champagne brunch and a trip 
to Roger’s Gardens on Saturday, June 
27. And finally, we have long-awaited 
information on our Canadian Rockies 
& Calgary Stampede trip, July 9 - 16. 
Signups for both have started. You 
must sign up with Valerie for the Cana-

dian trip. Check the fliers and Valerie’s 
e-blast for more information

I’m not sure if our Snow Bird Migra-
tion Cruise, October 16 - 28, has any 
cabins left, but Bridget (714) 756-0386 
can inquire for you. I will be in touch 

with all passengers sometime this 
month. We are still working on the air, 
transfers and Montreal hotel option. So 
far, we have sold 14 cabins.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

Canadian Rockies & Calgary Stampede
Thursday, July 9 – Thursday, July 16 (7 nights, 8 days)
Price: $2,999 pp double 
  $3,999 single
Roundtrip group air available $695 
Insurance recommended starting at $335 pp (Good Times will contact you if you 
want to purchase.)
Deposit: $250 pp plus airfare (if purchasing group air)
Balance due 90 days prior to trip

More details are available on the flyer. No passenger minimums on this trip!

If interested, you must sign up with Valerie at Rec Ctr 1 on Mondays - Fridays.

12 Nights Snow Bird Migration Cruise Montreal to Miami
October 16 – 28
Price: Interior starting at $589 pp
 Ocean view starting at $699 pp
 Refundable deposit $900 per cabin (error on pink schedule)

Price does not include: port charges, insurance, air, extra nights in Montreal, 
gratuities, round trip transfers from CdS to LAX and back, or other possible 
transfers.

Please contact Bridget at Good Times Travel (714) 756-0386 (Monday - Fri-
day, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.).

spot at the pool area. Bring your friends 
and neighbors sharing your choice of 
beverages. We will have delicious 
punch and coffee. The party will start 
with the March of the Colors by the 
Military Veterans. There will be music 
so we can sing the song to honor each 
division of our veterans. We thank Kip 
Isbell for his help as our disc jockey.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
David Ankeny, Liaison
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April
2020

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com

 16 15

 24 23 22 21 20

 10

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

 14 13  18

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - April 2020

*Aerobics  ......................M,W, 8 a.m., V;
*Aerobics  ......................T,TH, 9:30 a.m., V;
*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....M,W, 1 p.m., V;
*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....T,TH, 8 a.m., V
*Pilates (Starts 1/13):.....M,W,F, 9 a.m., V
*Yoga (Starts 1/15): ........W, 5:20 p.m., G
Bible Study ....................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1..........................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ...............4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ................ M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
                                        W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H

  Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, G 10 a.m. Welcome, G

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

 11  6   8

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G

  7

10 a.m. Greenbelt
                       (Master), G

Duplicate Bridge ............T, 11:30 a.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G
Jewelry Class ................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary .........................M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Line Dancing ..................T, 4 p.m., V
Mah Jongg .................... M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train.................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis .................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ...................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball .......................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G

Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker .............................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies ..................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting ..........................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams ......T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) .................T,TH, 6:30-8 p.m.;
 S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  1 p.m. CdS BoD Meeting, V   9:30a.m. Travel, G

  4

  1 p.m. Republican, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, F

  5

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Director,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

  9

  9 a.m. Veggie Garden, G
  5 p.m. Military
                       Veterans, V

12 p.m. Fishing, G

 25

11 a.m. ARMDI, G

  9 a.m. Facilities, F
  1 p.m. Free Afternoon
                           Movie, V

 26

 12

 19

 17

 27  28

  1 p.m. Election, G

  3  1

10 a.m. Social, G

  2

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                    Workshop, V
  1 p.m. Singles, H

 30 29

10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, V

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Meetings & events

All meetings, events, activities and office hours are subject to change due to CDC
recommendations in the wake of Covid-19.
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Variety Club’s First Ever Valentine’s Day Show
By Sara Henninger, photos by: Kip Isbell 

On February 14, the Vista Room 
was transformed into hearts and 

flowers and festive décor to compli-
ment the Variety Club’s first ever 
Valentine’s Day Show. The evening 
began with a delicious dinner presented 
by Jolanda, which included stuffed fish 
and pork roast with all the accompa-
niments. Barbara Turino, president, 
greeted the guests and told them to en-
joy their dinner and that dessert would 
be served after the show.

The audience was entertained with 
Vice President Cathy Johnson reciting 

Love is. Bear Sanchez was on hand to 
entertain with an unexpected rendition 
of Great Balls of Fire. Kimberly and 
Wade Wooldridge sang I Can Live with 
That, and Sara Henninger and Gene 
Weaver returned as a duet for Tonight 
You Belong to Me. The show contin-
ued with newcomer Carol Burke, who 
combined vocal talents with her piano 
playing and presented Unchained Mel-
ody while Brian and Rosalie Molloy 
did a ballroom dance. Brian then sang 
Beyond the Sea, while Heather Somers 
delighted the audience with Top 

Variety Club Cast

Rosalie and Brian Molloy

Kimberly and Wade Woolridge

Barbara Turino and Bear Sanchez

Line Dancing

of the World. Deb-
ra Friedman did a 
soft-shoe dance and 
was accompanied by 
Heather Somers and 
Gene Weaver and 
Tea for Two. Wade 
Wooldridge did an 
Elvis impersonation 
in full dress and wig, 
singing Can’t Help 
Falling in Love. A 
one-act play was 
done by Barb Turino 
and Bear Sanchez and was 
a crowd pleaser.

After an hour, the show 
concluded with a finale 
of River Deep, Mountain 
High.  Dessert was served 
and the audience and cast 
members joined together 
on the dance floor with a 
variety of dancing includ-
ing line dancing. 

If you would like to be 
involved in the next Va-
riety Club Show, please 
come to our auditions 
April 2 at 6 p.m. and April 4 at 10 a.m. 
We need actors, singers, dancers and 
people to help out behind the scenes. 
The next Variety Club Show will be 
June 5, 6, and 7. Watch for details in 
your Courier.
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Baby Boomers
Start your engines for our April 4 

Baby Boomers’ party celebrating the 
Grand Prix of Long Beach. The Sophis-
ticats will provide the music as you fast 
track around the dance floor. Chicken 
and beef kabobs with pita bread, bas-
mati rice, and the famous Jolanda pea 
salad will be served. Hurry to get your 
tickets by April 1.

Wear your best hats for the May 2 
Baby Boomers’ Kentucky Derby party 
with Hot Mess Mojo playing. The food, 
catered by Jolanda, includes meatloaf, 
roast chicken, mac and cheese, green 
beans almandine, biscuits, and pecan 
pie á la mode. There will be prizes 
awarded for the most stylish Kentucky 
Derby hats so check your closets and 
trunks for inspiration. And on June 13, 
the Baby Boomers will party outside 
for Summer Days, Summer Nights.

You may now sign up for member-
ship for only $15 to receive a discount-
ed price each month on our parties.

For questions, please contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol or 

any guest who has an interest in par-
ticipating in the study of the Bible is 
welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
Well, things are jumping in the Bil-

liards Room. We’re seeing more and 
more players, singles, couples, men, 
women, and families. In March, the 
CdS Veterans Club held a wine, beer, 
and billiards night program. Everyone 
had fun challenging each other and 
learning the game of 8 Ball. If your 
club would like to arrange for a Bil-
liards Party, just give me a call and we 
can set it up. 

And now, for the rest of the story…

Last month we left off with Frances 

Bridge
Monday - Rubber Bridge
 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Host:
 Michael Gormley ...........586-1948

Tuesday - Duplicate Bridge
 12 to 4 p.m.
 Info:
 Tim McCoy ..........(805) 456-9266

Saturday - Rubber Bridge
 6:30 to 10 p.m.
 Coordinators:
 Micki Nitchka ................716-4599
 Michael Gormley ...........586-1948

Players contribute $1 for awards.

The Casta del Sol Bridge players 
seek individuals for rubber bridge on 
Mondays at 11:30 a.m. Call Michael, 
above, to reserve a place. First come, 
first serve. Also seeking duplicate 
bridge teams for Tuesdays at noon. All 
groups meet in the Fiesta Room at Rec 
Ctr 1. Please, let us know if you can be 
a substitute rubber or duplicate bridge 
player; call one of the above numbers.

New to Casta? Haven’t played bridge 
for years? Check us out. Call one of the 
above numbers for more information 
or email me.

Tim McCoy. mccoytest@cox.net

Canine Companions
Our Valentines’ Dress Up Your Dog 

Luncheon in February is always a lot of 
fun. First place went to Marla and Steve 
Hickey and their dog Roxy. Second 
prize went to Dorothy Arevelos and her 
dog, Mary Abigail. Third prize went to 
Linda Galloway and her dogs Rocky 
and Bogey.

Tom’s Famous Hamburger Luncheon 
was a big hit as usual. We all enjoyed 
delicious hamburgers and veggie burg-
ers with all the trimmings. Our doggies 
were very happy it didn’t rain.

As a reminder, Mission Viejo Animal 
Services will host its next low-cost pet 
vaccination clinic at 5:30-7:30 p.m. on 
May 12 at 28095 Hillcrest.

Ceramics
Thanks to our members who made 

ceramics, prepared tasty baked goods, 
and worked many hours to make our 
Flea Market a success once again. 

Continued on page 16

Anderson proclaiming herself Woman 
Billiards Champion of the World. She 
offered $5,000 to any woman that could 
beat her. She went undefeated for the 
next 25 years touring North America 
and Europe, giving exhibitions and 
beating challengers. She passed away 
in 1928, at age 57. At the mortuary, the 
secret that Frances wanted hidden from 
the world was discovered – Frances 
was a man. 
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Please don’t miss our ever-popular 
Yappy Hour on April 18 from 4-6 p.m. 
at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion. BYOB. 
Please also bring an appetizer to share.

Linda Brockmiller, 412-1083
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Ceramics
Continued from page 15

Las Damas
There’s still time to sign up for our 

long-awaited Spring Fling fashion 
show luncheon coming up on April 8. 
The signup deadline is Sunday, April 
5. Immediately following the fashion 
show luncheon, signups for our May 
13 patriotic luncheon will begin.

He’s been with us before. We’ve 
always enjoyed having him. We get to 
enjoy his music again. He’s Ron John-
son, singer and musician. Our menu 
includes Cobb salad and baguettes with 
brownies and ice cream for dessert.

Dianna Swanson, 470-4716 

Military Veterans
Our Casta del Sol Veterans Club is 

welcoming a special guest speaker to 
our next meeting on Monday, April 
27 in the Fiesta Room starting at 6:30 
p.m., with snacks, beverages and social 
time. Our formal meeting begins at 7 
p.m. with club business and then our 
guest speaker will talk until around 
8 p.m. 

You will be impressed with our guest 
speaker, Ronnie Guyer, who served 
with Colonel Hal Moore. Colonel Hal 
Moore was featured in the movie We 
Were Soldiers during the Vietnam War. 
Ronnie will also share the story of his 
Emmy Award for his video of the fa-
mous battle in the Ia Drang Valley in 
Vietnam.

Please feel free to bring a guest to this 
event, as our doors are always open to 
new veterans so they can join our club. 
See you all soon. 

Bob Casillas,
robertcasillas@hotmail.com

These events could not be held without 
the hard work of you all.

With spring in the air, our workrooms 
are filled with many beautiful items 
poured in our molds, items that are 
hand-built and items that are thrown on 
our potter’s wheel. Our members con-
tinue to learn new methods and tech-
niques, which result in one-of-a-kind 
masterpieces. Keep up the good work. 
Casta residents are invited to stop by 
our workrooms and take a look at what 
we are making and see if they might 
like to try their hands at ceramics.

Crafts for Charity
Join in the fun and make new friends 

on the first and third Wednesday each 
month. We will meet on April 1 and 
April 15, from 10 to 11:55 a.m. in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. There is 
no membership fee. Many of us meet 
afterward at a nearby eatery for a no-
host lunch gathering. We’d love to get 
to know you.

We will be spending the next few 
sessions on Mother’s Day gifts for the 

Democratic
There will be NO April meeting for 

the Casta Dems. The April meeting will 
be combined with the May meeting 
due to the holidays. Our next meeting 
will be Sunday, May 3 at 4 p.m. in the 
Fiesta Room at Rec Ctr 1. Please check 
the May Courier for more information.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Cribbage
Bored at home on Thursdays? Want 

to get out of the house on a Thursday 
evening? Come down to the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2, and play Cribbage. 
If you’re dissatisfied on other evenings, 
we can’t help you! 

Hone your mathematics skills so that 
you can show your grandchildren how 
well you can count to 15, and really 
impress them by going to 31. We play 
one-on-one with three players and part-
ners with four players. Lessons can be 
arranged by calling Wayne.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
Stop by and introduce yourself.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Heritage Garden
The Heritage Garden Tour for all 

Casta residents and their guests will 
take place on Saturday, April 18 from 
3 to 5:30 p.m. There will be free wine 
and cheese available for all. And as an 
added plus, there will be fine art done 
by resident artists displayed through-
out. The members of the HGC would 
particularly like to see residents who 
have never been through the garden 
and had a chance to see the little jewel 
nestled right inside Gate 2 by the tennis 
courts and chipping green. Come on 
down to the Rec Ctr 2 parking lot, and 

Italian American
The Italian American Club will be 

hosting a pizza and ice cream party on 
Thursday, April 9 starting at 6 p.m. in 
the Vista Room. Coffee will be avail-
able, and BYOB if you wish. There will 
be bingo with the usual money prizes. 
Bingo cards are $1 each. Tickets for the 
party are $8 for members, and $10 for 
non-members.

John Richardson, 609-0334

Welcome to our newest members: 
Phyllis Williams and John Lopez.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

residents of Laura’s House, a shelter 
for victims of domestic violence. In-
cluded in the package this year will be 
beaded bracelets, journals, and luxury 
soaps. No special talent is needed. 
Materials are provided and you will be 
shown what to do.

Save the date: On May 6 our friend 
from Laura’s House will visit us with 
an update on the vital work this group 
provides.

For questions, please contact Marlene 
Kazen at 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

we’ll have directional signs displayed.  

This tour will be the culmination of 
all the hard work club volunteers have 
done in the garden to make it the beau-
tiful Casta del Sol asset it is. Any do-
nations for the volunteer maintenance 
will be greatly appreciated.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415
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Pinochle
Attention, pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. We mostly play 
three-handed, but we also may play 
partners.

In February, Jeri Nickolsen had high 
game (three hands) of 1,010 and Cathi 
Moro was second with 990. The high 
series was won by Alice McNany with 
a total of 4,480 points and Cathi was 
second with 3,600. For the month, Jeri 
was in first place with 12,820 points 
and Dawn Hibbs was second with 
12,180 points. There were three double 
pinochles reported during the month. 
Congratulations to our winners.

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387.

Nancy Money, 929-9011

Vegetable Garden
On February 26, the membership 

approved the club’s rewritten bylaws 
at their annual meeting. After the 
meeting, the group listened to Master 
Gardener, Joanne Byrd; whose subject 
was Gardening Month to Month.

Coming events include the following: 
April 18, Spring Mediterranean Dinner 
2020 starting at 5:30/6 p.m. on the 
patio with food by Luna Grill at $15 
for members and $17 for guests. May 
9 is the Garden Cleanup Day. In June, 
Walk in the Garden, with a Master 
Gardener question and answer session 
and a Bring Your Appetizer event.

Spring came and brought an abundant 
crop of weeds. They seem to pop up 
overnight and grow three inches and 
multiply twice in just two days. It’s 
a constant chore to keep our gardens 
weed-free, but it must be done.

There is a waitlist for gardens. If you 
are interested in signing up, do so at 
Rec Ctr 1.

Lynne Crum, 581-2349

Water Exercise
We have sprung forward and now 

our mornings are even more beautiful. 
We love Southern California. The pool 
is warm and the surroundings are gor-
geous. Join us in our Water Exercise 
classes, Monday through Friday at 9 
a.m. in Pool 1. We have new CDs that 
are lively music and instructions to 
guide us in an exhilarating workout, 
plus it is really fun. Sign up in the office 
for only $5 for the year and give the 
class a try. Healthy and happy is what 
we strive for.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Social Singles
We welcome all single Casta del Sol 

residents to join us as we socialize at 
fun get togethers and form new friend-
ships. There is no membership fee.  
We have two events planned in April: 
Thursday, April 2, 1 p.m. in the Heri-
tage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for socializing 
and games, and Thursday, April 16, 1 
p.m. at the Olive Garden on El Toro 
Road for lunch. The last day to RSVP 
for the luncheon is Monday, April 13. 
Please RSVP only to Carol Kowalsky, 
cekewpie1@cox.net, or 916-4862, to 
reserve your seat. To join the group and 
get on our email list, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Mary Carlson at 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Variety
The Variety Club is excited to bring 

you Broadway and the Silver Screen 
on June 5 - 7. Shows will be held Fri-
day and Saturday nights at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets for the show 
and light refreshments are only $15. 
Signups will take place from May 1 to 
June 7. Auditions for this show will be 
held on April 2 at 6 p.m. and April 4 at 
10 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Expect to see music, dancing, skits, 
and surprises with the theme of Broad-
way and the Silver Screen. We are 
excited to have Bear Sanchez as our 
director, following the success of the 
2018 Radio Show and the 2019 Gong 
Show.

Woodworkers
Casta del Sol Woodworkers’ Club 

members traveled last month to the 
Orange County Woodworkers As-
sociation meeting held at the City of 
Tustin Senior Center. Attendance at 
the meeting is mostly experienced men 

The Variety Club is also planning a 
December holiday show based on a skit 
about Mr. and Mrs. Claus. We hope to 
continue with two or more shows in 
subsequent years.

If you have an interest in acting, 
singing, dancing, playing music, per-
forming or helping out, please contact 
Barb Turino at (951) 858-7350. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

and women woodworkers who trade 
project ideas, plans, and often present 
a demonstration using a new wood-
working tool, an unusual type of wood 
or a fastening devise. Last month, an 
experienced club member demonstrat-
ed the advantages and disadvantages of 
using five different woodworking glues 
commonly found in local retail stores. 

Casta del Sol Woodworker’s Club 
members meet on Monday and Thurs-

day afternoons from 12:30 until 2:30 
p.m. in the Rec Ctr 1 Arts and Crafts 
Room, next to the Fitness Center. 

Steve Vallely, (714) 595-5766
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Men’s Golf
On April 22, the Men’s Golf Club 

will hold our Spring Tournament. The 
format is planned to be a combination 
event playing both an Orange Ball and 
a Best Ball event. This format has been 
enjoyed by most members in the past.

That evening we will hold an awards 

Away Golf
Our next tournament will be held on 

Tuesday, June 9, at Rio Hondo Golf 
Course in Downey. We will have in-
dividual tee times beginning at 9:48 
a.m. This is a golf-only event. Cost for 
golf, cart and prizes is $49. Complete 
details will be available along with the 
signup sheet at Rec Ctr 1 from May 19 
through June 2.

Mark your calendar and sign up early. 
You don’t want to miss this opportunity 
to play a fun course with your friends 
and neighbors. We welcome singles, 
couples and/or entire foursomes, and, 

Bocce Ball
This is just a reminder that our Piz-

za-Bingo Party will be held on Monday, 
April 6, at 6 p.m. in the Vista Room. 
The party is free for our members and 
$5 for guests. Signups will end on Fri-
day, April 3.

We would like to welcome the fol-
lowing new members: Patrick Duffy, 
Sandy and Dale Jones, and Marsha 

Bowling
This has been a great bowling season. 

In March we celebrated St. Patrick’s 
Day with a delicious potluck. April 
brings us to the end of this league 
year. We are all looking forward to 
Sweeps on April 23 and our banquet 
on April 25.

At the time of this writing Team 8, 
The Travellers, including Joan White, 
Jan Borja, Bob Caywood and Van 
Quinn are in first place. Team 4, Three 
Roses and a Thorn, with Valorie Sto-
ver, Teri Garrett, Gail Taylor and Brian 
Molloy are in a close second place. 
Good luck to all the teams.

The 2020-21 league begins in 
mid-September. Think about joining 
us and having some fun.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

Chippers
You are invited to join a fun golf 

activity. Casta del Sol Golf Chippers 
meet at the golf practice area of Rec 
Ctr 2. Our next Golf Chippers event 
is scheduled for Saturday, May 16, at 
9 a.m. We aim five short chip shots at 
each of 18 targets. Arrive with your 
favorite golf wedge or let us provide 
one for you. All are welcome to help 
set up the course at 9 a.m. on Friday, 
May 15.

There will be a $5 fee per person. 
That’s all. We try to provide a prize 
for every player, plus cash awards. 
Donations from your garage to our 
prize table are always welcome. We 
also accept golf clubs or balls. Mark 
your calendar for events on May 16, 
August 8, and November 14. The golf 
practice area is available 24/7 to all 
Casta residents. Keep swinging!

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

Continued on page 19

Fishing
Whether you are an experienced fish-

erman or a novice, you are welcome 
to join the Casta del Sol Fishing Club. 
We fish both fresh and salt water. Club 
fishing derbies are scheduled through-
out the year. Join us at our monthly 
club lunch meetings held from noon to 
1:30 p.m. on the fourth Friday of each 
month in the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 
1. The club also hosts family social 
activities in June (picnic and cruise at 
the lake) and November (Turkey Shoot 
with food, prizes and games).

You are invited to join in the fun and 
become a member of the CdS Fishing 
Club. Interested in attending a meet-
ing, joining the club, or want to pier 
fish from San Clemente pier or charter 
boat fish with club members from Dana 
Point? Call Nick Morenc, 588-6223, or 
John Waters, 951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644 

Lawn Bowling
Happy Spring!

Joanne Hedgespeth and Mary 
Thompson are two of 23 Team USA 
players selected for the Bowls USA 
2020 North American Challenge 
hosted by Bowls Canada. This event 
will take place in Windsor, Ontario, 
on September 8 through 12. Congrat-
ulations and the Best of Bowls to you 
ladies. For more information, go to 
http://www.swlawnbowls.org/.

Mark your calendars, ladies: Holmby 
will host the Ladies Day on Wednes-
day, April 17. Carpooling is strongly 
encouraged since Holmby is near 
Beverly Hills.

Open Lawn Bowling is on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays; check-in 
time is 12:45 p.m. and play begins at 
1 p.m. We have qualified, well experi-
enced bowlers on hand to welcome and 
give basic lessons during open lawn 
bowling. If you cannot make the open 
bowling hours, feel free to contact Gary 
Everson at 716-6373 or Butch Nelson 
at 351-0941; they are always happy to 
answer questions and/or meet with you 
for lessons.

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

as always, guests are welcome. Hope 
to see you there.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

Naideth. We hope you enjoy your 
membership in our club.

We are always looking for new mem-
bers so come on down and try the game 
of bocce ball. We play on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons 
from 2 to 3 p.m.

It was great to see so many of our 
members at our March meeting. It 
was nearly standing room only! Due 
to a small mix-up, we ended up with 
five cakes for our refreshments. We 
could have opened a bakery instead of 
playing cards.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890
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Men’s Golf
Continued from page 18

Paddle Tennis
Our first tournament of the year, For 

the Love of the Game was rained out 
in February but took place on March 
7. The next tournament is Fiesta de 
Mayo on May 16. Everyone is welcome 
to attend and cheer on the teams, even 
if you are not participating.

We want to invite paddle tennis 
players to clinics consisting of lessons 
and practice on the second and fourth 
Monday of each month at 4 p.m. These 
clinics are conducted by excellent 
teams of teachers. The clinics are for 
new players and for those beginner 
or intermediate players who want to 
improve their skills.

We hope novices will join us in the 
exciting sport. So come watch, attend 
tournaments, and try out the clinics. 

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Pickleball
We hope that you were able to attend 

the Paddle Tennis and Pickleball Open 
House on March. 21. If you did, you 
saw how much fun we all have playing 
pickleball. We are looking forward to 
seeing many more of you on the courts.

We are now playing open pickle-
ball every day of the week: Mondays 
at 7 p.m., Fridays at 8:30 a.m., and 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays at 2 p.m. We 
will provide you with a loaner paddle 
and basic instruction to get you started 
in this fun game.

The pickleball courts are available 
to play any time that is not reserved. 
If you cannot make the scheduled play 
times on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays but are interested in playing, 
please contact Metty Thomason at 
(714) 325-3526, or Donna Guild at 

Shuffleboard
It’s great to see new players enjoying 

shuffleboard!

Sunday Super Shuffle winners for 
February were: first place, Jim Saun-
ders and Carol Zinsmeister; second 
place, Gilda Martin and Shirley Saun-
ders; third place, Susan Herrning and 
Judy Martin. The Social Super Sunday 
winners were: first place, Bob Cay-
wood; second place, Debra Friedman 
and Val Ricci; third place, Jayne Freed 
and Myrna Smith. They play again on 
April 19 and April 26 at 1 p.m. Signup 
sheets are available in the Pavilion. 
It’s a fun way to spend your Sunday 
afternoons.

 Instruction continues every Friday at 
10 a.m. Everyone is welcome.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Tennis
The Tennis Club will be hosting an 

acoustic music event in June (please 
watch for the confirmed date) from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. in the Vista Room. It will 
include appetizers, desserts and BYOB.

Also save the date for our Hot August 
Night on August 8 featuring the OC 
Groove Band once again. This group 
was highlighted in the October issue 
of the Courier.

For the tennis enthusiast we have 
open tennis on Saturdays from 8 to 
9:30 a.m. as well as on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. All skill 
levels are welcome. On Mondays from 
8 to 9 a.m. we practice our strokes with 
the ball machine.

Tennis lessons have resumed on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Reservations are required.

Fun….Friends….Forever.
Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

dinner in the Vista Room. Social 
time will start at 5:30 p.m. and a 
sit-down dinner catered by Jolanda 
will be served at 6 p.m. Signups be-
gan in March at Rec Ctr 1 and will 
remain open until Friday, April 17. 
Your choices for this spring dinner 
are Chicken Piccata, salmon or leg of 
lamb. All meals include a salad, sides 
and strawberry shortcake for dessert. 
Please indicate your meal choice when 
you sign up by table.

Congratulations to Randy Reed for 
his hole-in-one on March 4.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

446-0005. They will be happy to meet 
with you and/or arrange lessons.

Donna Guild, 446-0005

 

Collector’s Corner
Every collection & collec-

tor has a story and we’d like 
to share that story with our 
readers. Contact Jeff McCoy 
at jmactr1@gmail.com if 
you would like to have your 
collection featured in Casta 
Courier.
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Norman Murray Center

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

April Events

•  April is the time to plant summer 
vegetables. On Thursday, April 2 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Orange County Mas-
ter Gardeners will share everything 
you need to know to grow your own 
healthy veggies this summer. Course 
#48113

•  Murray Center offers many free 
fitness activities. Chair volleyball 
provides a fun way to be active, and 
allows those with varied physical 
abilities to compete on an even play-
ing field. Acti-Care and Jar Insurance 
sponsor this program on Friday, 
April 3 from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. Course 
#47268

•  Senior boxing is the ultimate full 
body workout, and will help you to 
increase your energy level, improve 
balance and coordination, gain 
strength, and increase metabolism. 
These classes are from Friday, April 
3 to April 24 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., 
and are sponsored by Monarch. The 
instructor is Gary Ballard. Course 
#47259

•  Did you realize that memory loss 
requires a new way of talking? On 
Thursday, April 9 from 1 to 3 p.m., 
Caring Conversations will give you 
a framework to help adapt commu-
nication when dementia is present. 
Course #27264

•  On Tuesday, April 14 from 1 to 3 
p.m., Dr. Trinh will give you the 
Blueprint to Longevity, and discuss 
strategies for living healthier and 
longer. Course #45001

•  Getting enough sleep is necessary 
for good health. Come on Tuesday, 
April 14 from 1 to 3 p.m., to learn 
how good “sleep hygiene” can help 
fulfill your body’s need for sleep. 
Course #44406 

•  The Age Well, Drive Smart class is 
an education program specifically 
designed to help seniors tune up 
their driving skills, refresh their 
knowledge of the rules of the road, 
and learn about normal age-related 
physical changes and how they affect 
driving ability. This Course #48523 
takes place on Tuesday, April 28 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

•  All the above are free but require 
reservations by calling 470-3062.

•  For further information consult the 
Murray Memo, which is available at 
Rec Ctr 1, or sent directly to you by 
calling 470-3062.

What Would They Think?

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

When I visited my grandchildren 
during the holidays, I became acutely 
aware of the generation gap.

At ages twenty and twenty-one, my 
grandkids are never without their state-
of-the-art cell phones. I wonder what 
they would think if I told them that 
in the fifties, my family didn’t have a 
phone for quite awhile, and when we 
finally acquired one, it was a party line. 
Remember those? Several families 
used one phone line, and if you picked 
up the phone to make a call and heard 
someone else talking, you had to hang 
up and wait your turn to use the line.

My grandkids even watch television 
on their phones. What would they think 

if I told them that I sat in front of a big 
floor radio and listened to shows? And 
when we did get a television, only a 
few channels were available, shows 
were in black and white, and you had 
to adjust an antenna on top of the set 
to get a good picture.

Then there are the photographs my 
grandkids take via their cell phones 
that yield instant results. What would 
they think if I told them that I grew up 
using cameras that required a roll of 
film which had to be taken to the drug 
store and sent away for developing, 
not to mention using large, blinding 
flash bulbs?

So, what would they think? Probably 
the same thing I thought at that age 
when my grandmother talked about her 
childhood: “Wow, she’s really old!”
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Continued on page 22

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing

Freedom Village
Respite Getaway Program

5 dayminimumat $165per day*

(949) 472-4733

Call in advance for a tour and 
free health assessment.

23442 El Toro Road Bldg 2, Lake Forest, CA 92630 | www.freedomvillage.org 

Private, fully furnished rooms
Assistance with personal care
Licensed nurse available 24/7
3 freshly prepared, delicious
meals 
Restaurant style dining
Room service available
Vibrant activity programs to
enrich life

Loving, caring staff
Special diet accomodations
Weekly housekeeping
Medication management/
diabetic friendly
24 hour call response system 
at bedside
Transportation to medical appointments

Lic. #300606831 COA 143

FOLLOW
US ON:

*$165/day promotional rate
for a maximum of ten days

PC Tips and Hints
Email Junk/Phishing
– Part 1

Our resident computer whiz, Jerry 
Hewitt, has moved to Idaho and left 

a void. He will be missed. I won’t 
pretend to fill his shoes in this column 
but will hopefully provide my readers 
with some information on how to work 
with their computers better, easier, and 
safer. I am Apple/Mac illiterate, so the 
focus will be on Windows based PC’s.

The first few articles will be on se-
curity, namely email Junk/Phishing. 
Opening an email will not trigger an 
adverse action, but clicking on a link 
within it might. The email might ini-

Kip shares information 
on how to work with 
computers better, eas-
ier, and safer. 

Kip Isbell
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Ankeny, David
Brickman, Ree
Chenarides, Arline
Colombana, Jill
Freed, Jayne
Friedman, Debra
Harris, Barbara
Herzberg, Bruce

Courier Volunteers
The Courier expresses its gratitude to these dedicated volunteers who, each 

month, pack the paper for distribution. The next stuffing date is Thursday, 
April 30, 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Horner, Judy
Isbell, Kip
Jodan, Eliana
Kirsch, Linda
Lopez, Josh
Malloy, Gary
Marino, Ginger

McCoy, Deb
Michaels, Audrey
Park, Bill
Paskey, Eddie
Paskey, Judy
Rothert, Evelyn
Schinas, Kathy

Scott, Richard
Solem, Marlene
Steicik, Jo
Stoddard, Don
Waters, Dona
Waters, John
Winters, Ellen

IN MEMORIAM
William “Bill” Connor

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Four-Minute Brownie Pie
This is a really easy, delicious dessert.

2 eggs

1 cup sugar

½ cup soft butter

½ cup flour

3 to 4 Tbsp. cocoa

1 tsp. vanilla

Pinch of salt

½ cup chopped walnuts

Place eggs, sugar, butter, flour, cocoa, 
vanilla and salt in a small bowl.

Beat 4 minutes.

Stir in nuts and pour into a greased 
pie pan.

Bake at 325 degrees for approximately 
30 minutes.

Cut into wedges.

Serve with a scoop of ice cream and 
drizzle with Kahlua (optional). 

PC Tips and Hints
Continued from page 20

tially seem to be legitimate, but is it? 
Know who your sender is before taking 
any action within the email. How do 
you do that?

Look at the top left in the email (Out-
look, Outlook.com, Microsoft Mail and 
Gmail). There is a circle with a couple 
of initials, a name, and the address the 
sender is using between the Less Than 
(<) and Greater Than (>) symbols. 
This last one is the key. Look at the 
example email. Next to the “Apple”, 
the <mailapps-gtq02gri8k9@chalken-
thusiastc.com> is the email address the 
sender is using, but is not connected 
with Apple. This is a phishing scam 
trying to get you to click on the link. 
Don’t do it, you will regret it! When 
in doubt, contact the company directly 
using another avenue like a phone call 
or through the company website, then 
delete these emails

Send your questions or comments to 
kipisbell@live.com.

It’s a Small World
Have you ever heard someone say, 

“It’s a Small World?” Maybe you have 
had a noteworthy situation that makes 
you say the same thing. I spoke with 
a woman who told the tale of riding a 
camel in Egypt and passing someone 
she knew headed the other way. If 
you have a story to share with Courier 
readers, send it to me sarahenninger@
cox.net.

I Remember When
This section will be for memories you 

have of days gone by, a simpler time. 
“I remember when I was 20 years old 
living in Ohio and gas was .28 at the 
Sohio gas station and you even got a 
free dinner plate.” If you have a mem-
ory you would like to share, send it to 
me sarahenninger@cox.net.

Sara Henninger
(949) 303-8195
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
25 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 
AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

DIANE’S SUITE HAIR SALON 
We are closed because of the COVID-19. 

My suite is sanitized after every client, 
your health is my priority! 

I look forward to seeing you when we re-open.  
23612 Los Alisos Blvd.; Bldg. 220, Suite 301; 

Mission Viejo; Wed - Sat, 9am - 7 pm 
See our Casta Courier display ad; call or email: 

949-350-3954 or dianegdale@gmail.com 
COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 
HB AIR DUCT 

90 Day Warranty On Work 
10% Senior Discount. 

Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

AA ELDER CARE SERVICES 
We are a non-medical care giver agency 

matching care givers and seniors since 1987! 
Bonded & insured. 24/7 in-home care: hourly 
or live in! Let us provide the best care in the 
best place: HOME! Call us at 949-533-9499 

In Home Care by Licensed PTA 
Personal care, errands, transport, medications 

help, memory support, fitness, health planning. 
Light cleaning/organizing. Ref. available. 

Call Marianne Burns, PTA: 949.422.3058 

TRUSTED CARE GIVER • RESPITE 
• Grooming and Personal Care 

• Companion Aide • Dr.’s Appt’s. 
• Errands • Cooking • Cleaning 

• Day, Evening, Overnight & 24 hr. Care 
• References Available, Lic.6006202740 

Call Maria-Zita: 949-412-0727 
ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 

MONEY MATTERS SOLUTIONS! 
Money matters after the loss of a partner, basic 

banking and budgeting for newcomers, 
preparing money matters ahead of time, 

business startup. Source Solutions can help! 
Call Anne McRae (CdS Res): 949-945-0086 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

HANDYMAN - CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

ORGANIZING / DE-CLUTTERING 

ORGANIZED BY SAM 
Residential organizing: closet, kitchen, garage. 
De-cluttering, moving in or out preparations. 

Local donation options assistance. 
Call Samantha Thomas: 714-791-7701 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

TAX PREPARATION 

Rosendo Castillo 
Enrolled Agent IRS #00097648EA 

Resident of Casta del Sol 
Cell Phone: 305-282-5899 

rjcsail@aol.com 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent ● IRS & CTEC Registered 

Tax Preparer ●  Bonded 
CdS Resident  ●  Appointments 

949.716.9970 or taxexpert@cox.net 
WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 

Nick and Jan RE Team 

Nick Nicholson 
Senior Broker Associate 

DRE #00571872 
949.246.7751 

nicknicholson43@gmail.com.  

Jan McMaster 
Senior Associate 
DRE #01809100 
949.573.2715 
Jan@Agentinc.co 

 Estate Sales 
 Short Sales 
 Probate Sales 
 Investors 

 Listings 
 Leases 
 SRES 
 Buyers 


