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 Watching Every Dollar: 
The Budget and Finance 
Committee
By Bob Destino, photo by Paul Harmon

New Artist in Residence:
Diane Nelson
Article by Debra Friedman, photo by Paul Harmon

 

President’s
Message
Randy Thompson, President

The holidays 
are nearly upon 
us, which typi-
cally is a time 
of celebrating 
and rejoicing. 
Unfortunately, 
it is also a time when scammers 
know that people are distracted 
with parties, gift giving, and filled 
with a spirit of generosity. The top 
five holiday scams are as follows:

1.  Gift Exchange Scams: The 
longest running one being the 
secret sister gift exchange. You 
donate one item worth $10 and 
you will get 36 gifts in turn. This 
is a classic pyramid, chain letter 
scheme.

2.  Phony Shipping Notifications: 
You receive a fake shipping 
notification by email and when 
you click on the link you will 
be downloading malware that 
tracks your computer activity. 
The goal here is to get personal 
information for identity theft or 
access to your bank accounts.

3.  Porch Pirates: People drive 
around your neighborhood look-
ing for packages to steal. We 
have less to be concerned with 
in our gated community, but it 
can still happen. Keep a sharp 
eye out.

4.  Fake Charities: Red flags to 
watch out for include aggressive 
pitches, high-pressure tactics 
and names that sound almost 
identical to established charities. 
If you did not make first contact 
on your own, you should be 
careful of cold calls and emails. 
Use your caller ID to your ad-
vantage. If you don’t recognize a 
number, don’t answer the phone. 
Legitimate people will leave a 
message. Scammers hang up, 
looking for their next innocent 
victim.

5.  Bogus Deal Sites: In the rush of 
holiday shopping madness, it 
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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
Powerstone Staff 
Change

Susan Pridonoff 
has been hired by 
Powerstone Prop-
erty Management 
as the new exec-
utive assistant for Casta del Sol. 
The staff is excited to have Susan 
join your wonderful onsite team. 
Susan’s office is in the administra-
tion building at Rec Ctr 1. Please 
don’t hesitate to come by and 
introduce yourself. For any admin-
istration needs, you may email her 
at spridonoff@powerstonepm.com 
or call her at 837-4073. Terry Daun 
is no longer with Powerstone. We 
are grateful for the service Terry 
provided the Association and we 
all wish her the very best.

Annual Statements/Coupon 
Books

In late November or in December, 
you will receive your HOA annual 
statement. We strongly encourage 
you to review the statement. Many 
homeowners are surprised to dis-
cover they have either over- or un-
derpaid their monthly assessments 
and they actually have a credit 
or unpaid balance. By reviewing 
their statements, homeowners may 
make corrections to their accounts 
as needed.

However, by signing up for auto-
matic payments, your assessment 
will be withdrawn from your ac-
count the first week of each month, 
taking the hassle out of remember-
ing to write the monthly assessment 
check. Your HOA assessment is 
due the first of each month and is 
late if the association bank hasn’t 
received payment by the fifteenth. 
Please note these dates to avoid any 
late charges.

The 2020 coupon books will be 
sent to homeowners in late Decem-
ber. If you have recently moved in 
or changed your mailing address, 
please contact the administration 

Standing (from left): Metty Thomason, Lisa Shoemaker, John Tiffany
Seated (from left): Marci Smith, Isabella Corsini, Pam Rhoades, 
Laura Marsh

How is our money being spent? 
This is an important question. It’s 

reassuring to know that every revenue 
item and expenditure is scrutinized, 
and every budget item is studied and 
justified through a very well-structured 

process coordinated by the Budget and 
Finance (B&F) Committee. It involves 
input from every other committee, our 
management company and the Board 
of Directors.

Diane Nelson holding a photo of her late 
husband and one of his paintings

Diane Nelson and her late 
husband, Bob, were so ar-

tistically in sync that he would 
finish a painting she began. Con-
tinuing the tradition of present-
ing Casta del Sol residents’ art-
work, Diane (who goes by Dee) 
is the newest artist in residence. 
Both Dee’s and Bob’s paintings 
are displayed in the library and 
office at Rec Ctr 1 from October 
to December.

Dee started her art career doing 
tole painting (folk art style) in 
order to create a display at the 
Boys Republic boutiques in San-
ta Ana. Bob’s interest in painting 
was spurred upon retirement. 
After meeting an art teacher attending 
the tole painting class, Bob and Dee 
embarked on acrylic painting classes. 

They took painting classes in their 
Newport Heights house garage for five 



The Casta Courier December 2019Page  2

Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.
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Casta del Sol HOA
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DISCLAIMER
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Maintenance
Report
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

2019 Paint Project – 
follow up

Due to weather delays at the start 
of the year, 100 homes scheduled for 
painting this year will be painted in 
early 2020. The affected homeowners 
on Barbosa, Pacheco, and Borgona will 
receive notification with a new project-
ed date of completion. We apologize 
for the inconvenience.

Plumbing

Every year we see several residents 
taken advantage of by plumbers that 
either oversell their services by offering 
unneeded work, or charging hundreds 
of dollars to clear a line. They will also 
try to convince you that the HOA will 
pay you back for all your plumbing 
needs. This is incorrect. In February of 
2018, the Board approved an increase 

Meals On Wheels
Meals on Wheels is available five 
days a week, Monday-Friday, 
or three days a week Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. Delivery 
is made between 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. each day. Call 470-3063 to 
register.

can be tempting to grab a deal when 
you see one. If the price is too good 
to be true, it probably is. These sites 
may be phishing and trying to get 
you to enter your credit card infor-
mation so that they can steal it.

Please take the time to go to www.
usa.gov/scams-and-frauds and stay on 
top of the latest scams.

Dolores and I would like to wish you 
all a very happy holiday season filled 
with family and friendships. Here’s to 
a happy and safe New Year.

Thanks for your time and see you 
here next month.

office to update this new information. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
your administration team at 837-4073.

Happy Holidays
Your Powerstone staff would like to 

wish all Casta del Sol residents a very 
happy and healthy holiday season. We 
feel blessed to be a part of your won-
derful community.

Manager’s Report
Continued from page 1

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services Coordinator

Temporary Reduction of Landscape 
Maintenance Requests

In the Novem-
ber 2019 Cou-
rier ,  the need 
for reduction of 
Landscape Main-
tenance Requests 
(LMRs) and the 
testing of central irrigation systems 
during the next few months was ad-
dressed. Due to the utmost importance 
of the expert help and advice needed 
during this time by Pac West Land-
scape (PWLC1), we are focusing on 
this topic again.

The Signature software program 
officially went offline permanently on 
November 5. This means PLWC1 is no 
longer able to program the irrigation 
system via the Signature web-based 
satellite program. PWLC1 irrigation 
management team will need to manual-
ly change programs. Casta del Sol will 
no longer have as much control of the 
amount of water used. This requires a 
lot of extra man hours, not to mention 
creates frustration.

Due to the Signature central irriga-
tion system no longer being supported 
by the manufacturer that went out of 

business, the Board has authorized the 
installation of six different test control-
lers in Casta from six manufactures: 
ETwater, Rainbird, Baseline, Calsense, 
Hydropoint and Hunter. PWLC1 has 
been asked to operate six separate sys-
tems, along with manually operating 
the current system, and give the Board 
a recommendation as to which one to 
select. It will ultimately be the Board’s 
decision that the staff believes will take 
place in early 2020.

The Greenbelt Committee is over 
budget for 2019 and has suspended 
any new projects and planting requests. 
Broken pipes and irrigation equipment 
calls will still be accepted, as well as 
any calls for hazardous trees, etc.  I ask 
that you refrain from calling PWLC1 
unless it is absolutely necessary. They 
need time to evaluate the new systems 
and learn how to use them from the 
new companies’ trainers. However, 
all contracted work will still be done 
according to assigned schedules.

Water will be run during the day in 
the areas where the new controllers 
are being used for testing. The LMRs 
have been running in the hundreds 
per month. The manager at PWLC1 
needs to focus all of his attention on 
his contract and evaluating the new 
test systems. This request is of top 
importance to continue maintaining 
the landscape and keeping costs and 
assessments down. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

in the possible reimbursement to home-
owners for any plumbing costs related 
to a common area root intrusion up to 
$150 for service given Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and $400 
for after 5 p.m. on weekdays or week-
end/holiday service. This is generally 
the cost to snake a line. Anything extra 
needs to be approved by Maintenance 
Services. We require a recorded video 
inspection identifying roots in the line 
and a proposal for the suggested repair. 
The Association does not pay for toilet 
replacements or any services unrelat-
ed to the common area root damage. 
Below is a list of plumbers that are 
familiar with our requirements.

 •  Santa Margarita Plumbing
  .........................................858-3818
 • Severson Plumbing ........429-3422
 • Dry Master .....................492-1100

As always, if you have questions 
about any maintenance or construction 
projects, please contact Maintenance 
Services by phone or email. We spend 
half of our time in the field, so to en-
sure clarity of your reported issue and 

a quicker response, email is the best 
way to reach us.

Tim Roller,
Maintenance Supervisor,

troller@powerstonepm.com,
455-4671

Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance Coordinator,

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com, 
215-1955
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Board Meeting Highlights
November 21, 2019

The following are highlights of reports presented and actions taken.
•  Board President Randy Thompson reported that 14 traffic violations were 

processed at today’s executive meeting. He also asked residents who see 
something wrong or broken in a common area to report it to the administra-
tive office or to any Board member.

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh introduced his new executive assistant, Susan 
Pridonoff. He gave reminders that two costly projects, the bathroom/shower 
remodel at Rec Ctr 1 and a new irrigation system, are coming in 2020 and that 
the dues are going to $394. He announced that there are no pending lawsuits, 
that annual dues statements and 2020 coupon books will be sent shortly, and 
that UPS will set up a storage pod on site and will deliver packages using 
golf carts during the holiday season.

•  Treasurer Bill Swift’s report and comments were accepted. (See report on 
this page.)

•  Josh reported that 47 homeowners are currently delinquent in dues for a total 
amount of $43,889. He requested that liens be approved for four accounts 
that are more than two months in arrears; this was approved.

•  The Board approved a resolution to renew the contract with Powerstone 
Property Management for one year at $259,584.

•  The Board also approved a plan to engage Phoenix Planning & Construction 
Services at a cost up to $15,360 for renovation planning of the rec centers.

•  In addition, the Board approved a purchase agreement renewal with Cardiac 
Science for the two defibrillators at the rec centers for $1,757.80.

•  The Board approved an invoice for $4,370 for testing for asbestos in the Rec 
Ctr1 bathrooms and development of an abatement plan.

•  The Board also approved resolutions to: amend the contract with Great Scott 
Tree Service to prune 200 more trees this year; accept the proposal from 
ShelfGenie to install 14 roll-out drawers in the library for $5,684; fund the 
annual volunteer luncheon at a cost not to exceed $1,800; and to pay $22,375 
in repairs needed at three homes due to tree root damage.

•  In new business, the Board approved the purchase of Apple TV equipment 
for use in the Vista Room to project more materials on the screen at a cost 
of $3,026.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Tim Roller reported that our paving 
contractor will be restriping the roads using reflective materials for better 
visibility.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported six trial irrigation 
systems are being tested and all will be able to utilize some components from 
the current system producing substantial cost savings. He also announced 
that new rates will be finalized by Santa Margarita Water District in January.

•  Greenbelt Committee Chair Ron Ryan reported the completion of some 
slope projects, progress of tree removals, the addition of Marci Smith to the 
committee, and the receipt from Municipal Water District of Orange County 
of a $95,088 rebate based on our 2019 drought tolerant planting program.

•  Courier Committee Chair Fran Morgan announced the committee’s approv-
al of a new contract for the part time editor-in-chief for BoD approval at 
$27,804 per year. She also reported on a meeting with Farmer Publications 
to discuss their exceeding the agreed amount of advertising in the last two 
issues. Farmers apologized and promised to make it up to us.

•  Traffic Committee Co-Chair Fred Wilmott reported the committee is con-
sidering renewal of the security contract and studying cameras at the gates.

•  Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich reported that decorating of the Christ-
mas tree in the Vista Room will take place on December 3 and the New Year’s 
Eve party will be on December 31. She also reminded residents that they 
must turn in their transponder stickers if they sell or trade-in their vehicle; 
failure to do so may result in a $50 fine.
The next meeting will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, December 19 in the Vista 

Room. The next Board workshop meeting will be at 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
December 5 in the Fiesta Room.

Bob Destino
Courier Committee Member

October Treasurer’s Report
November 21, 2019

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
October 31, 2019 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:
  Income from Operations  ................................................  $7,432,329.96
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $16,135.45
  Expenditures (Before Reserves) .....................................  $5,459,175.54
  Total Surplus (Current Year)  ..............................................  $23,154.42
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and
   Bills and Checking Accounts  .......................  $1,631,041.20

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:
  Income from HOA  .........................................................  $1,950,000.00
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $90,825.46
  Expenditures  ..................................................................  $1,477,038.45
  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $2,651,350.00
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   Treasury Notes and Bills  ..............................  $5,515,794.02

 C. Capital Fund Balance:
  Beginning Balance  ..............................................................  $59,456.00
  Interest Earned  .........................................................................  $231.22
  Expenses   .....................................................................................  $0.00
  Balance   ............................................................................. $59,687.22

 D. HOA ASSETS:
  Total Assets  ....................................................................  $7,296,277.84

Treasurer’s comments:
Our HOA surplus for the first 10 months of 2019 continues to decrease from 

$38,035 in September to $23,154 in October. This decrease was mostly due to 
our increased landscape expenses which the committee now has under better 
control. We have a chance of ending this year with a positive surplus provided 
there are no surprises in the last two months.

The traffic expense area shows a loss for the 10-month period of -$36,383. 
We do not expect that loss to continue to increase as those funds were spent 
early in the year on transponder activities.

Performance for 10 months of 2019 (Year to Date)
 Expense Area Budget $ Expense $ Surplus/(Loss)$

Land Maintenance 2,316,248 2,329,077 (12,829)

Recreation/Life 317,355 314,513 2,842

Repair & Maint. 232,809 239,429 (6,620)

Traffic Control 590,246 626,629 (36,383)

Utilities 1,066.804 1,013,633 53,172

General & Admin 937,539 935,896 1,643

The following investment activities occurred in October:
Two CDs Matured:
 • Operations: Santander Bank, $100,000 redeemed on 10/24/2019
 • Reserves: Terminated, Metabank, Sioux Falls, $200,000 on 10/29/2019

Two CDs Purchased:
 • Operations: None
 •  Reserves: $200,000 invested with TIAA FSB Jacksonville, FL on 

10/11/2019 at an interest rate of 1.80% for 12 months.
 •  Reserves: $200,000 invested with Cathay Bank, LA, CA on 10/17/2019 

at an interest rate of 1.80% for 12 months.

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded November 21, 2019, the Board ap-

proved the October 31, 2019 financial statement, this Treasurer’s report and 
ratifies the review by the individual Board members as well as all transfers of 
funds made in this period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer
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Join Us In Welcoming
      Our New Residents

December 2019
Beckette, Ferdinand & Mary .......... 23666 Villena ................(520) 465-0471
 Marina, AZ
Brecher, Nancy .............................. 28531 Pacheco ....................... 212-3467
 Seattle, WA
Burke, Carol ................................... 28115 Alava ........................... 534-5894
 Mission Viejo, CA
Cochan, Margaret & Van ............... 28296 Las Casas ............(909) 262-0366
 Upland, CA
Freund, Werner & Brigette ............ 28253 Zurburan ...................... 249-3437
 Laguna Niguel, CA
Gardner, Iain .................................. Unlisted .................................. 877-4067
 United Kingdom
Gerber, Denny ................................ 28522 Barbosa ...............(714) 474-4994
 Anaheim Hills, CA
Hartman, Jeffrey & Laurene .......... 23416 Villena ................(732) 261-7651
 Redbank, NY
Katsuyama, Taiko & Michael ........ 23495 Ribalta ................(847) 894-1750
 Glenview IL
MacMillan, Suzanne ...................... 23652 Villena ......................... 412-6206
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Manns, Maggie .............................. 24066 Silvestre ....................... 588-0782
 Mission Viejo, CA
McCoy, Cathy & Jeff ..................... 27828 Espinoza .............(714) 293-2803
 Irvine, CA
McRae, Anne ................................. 28181 Via Chabas .................. 701-6026
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Miller, Christina ............................. Unlisted .................................. 433-0567
 Norco, CA
O’Dell, Mark & Kendall ................ Unlisted .........................(951) 521-7241
Aliso Viejo, CA
Regan, Lawrence ............................ 28522 Barbosa ...............(714) 349-1310
 Anaheim Hills, CA
Williams, Douglas .......................... 28427 Alava ..................(714) 296-9774
 Laguna Beach, CA

New Artist in Residence: Diane Nelson
Continued from page 1

years. Although Dee previously studied 
art in an array of classes throughout 
school and pursued a career as an inte-
rior designer, Bob was a novice to the 
art world.

The inspiration for most of Bob’s 
paintings are famous artists such as 
Renoir and Norman Rockwell. He also 
interprets artwork from greeting cards, 
art books, and advertisements. He was 
quite ambitious and produced numer-
ous pieces over a period of ten to fifteen 
years. Since Dee is an animal lover, her 
passion is painting dogs and cats. Many 
of the paintings displayed in CdS are 
so detailed and captivating, that it is 
difficult to imagine they were created 
by relatively inexperienced artists.

The Nelsons moved to Casta about 
ten years ago and Bob continued paint-

ing throughout much of his illness. 
Following Bob’s passing two years 
ago, Dee switched to making fabric 
dolls, reminiscent of old-fashioned 
dolls from childhood.

After 62 years of marriage, Bob left 
a legacy of many great memories for 
Dee and a depth of his astounding art 
work hanging adjacent to her own ad-
mirable work.

Watching Every Dollar:
The Budget and Finance Committee
Continued from page 1

This committee of seven homeown-
ers led by Chair Lisa Shoemaker is 
very well qualified for the task. Mem-
ber backgrounds include decades of 
experience in senior management, 
accounting, budgeting and finance. 
One committee member is the former 
treasurer of a nearby 900-unit home-
owners association. Lisa, a member 
of the committee for four years, has a 
degree in finance, with further study in 
accounting. She was a CPA, an audi-
tor, a senior accountant for the Orange 
County Fire Authority and was an ac-
counting manager for large law firms.

This committee is busy year-round. 
Every month they review our financial 
statements, analyzing all accounts and 
dealing with questions and correc-
tions. In July of each year, they begin 
a three-month process of developing 
the budget for the following year. After 
receiving input from all the committees 
and management, the B&F Commit-
tee holds a meeting to discuss each 
account.

After this meeting, the budget is 
again reviewed by management and 

the committee. The budgeting process 
concludes with an all-day joint meet-
ing with the Board, who have the final 
authority over the annual budget. Once 
approved by the Board, the final budget 
is mailed to every homeowner.

Other responsibilities for this com-
mittee include a monthly reconciliation 
of the recreation account, a regular 
review of our internal controls for all 
Association and committee financial 
activities, and recommendations of 
policies and procedures to the Board 
for budget and finance issues.

This is very much a hands-on process 
for the members of this vitally import-
ant committee. Owners are encouraged 
to attend the committee meetings and 
become better informed about the 
Association finances, how the final 
budget is developed and how it impacts 
monthly fees. Residents with business 
experience are encouraged to consider 
becoming a part of this committee.

$1,250
That’s how much residents 

were assessed last month for vi-
olations of these traffic rules by 
themselves  or by their guests or 
contractors.

Please Don’t Join 
Them! 



The Casta CourierDecember 2019 Page  5



The Casta Courier December 2019Page  6

Architectural
Living in sunny, mild temperature 

Orange County, we tend to spend a lot 
of time outdoors. We have been getting 
a lot of applications from homeowners 
wanting to increase their outdoor patio 
area to enjoy our incredible weather. 
As applications are coming in, we are 
getting questions from others about 
increasing the size of their own outdoor 
living space.

First, you need to know your lot 
size. Lot plans are available from the 
City of Mission Viejo planning office. 
Next, you need to measure from the lot 
button at the front of your street. Walk 
back and measure the depth of your 
lot, then do the same with the width. 
Measure the lot button in the front to 
your neighbors’ button. These are your 
property lines. The Architectural Rules 
and Guidelines state that you may in-
crease your patio to your property line 
with a setback of one foot.

Does this mean everyone can increase 
their patio area? The answer is no. 
Some may be able to increase several 
feet; other patios already extend to the 
property line and cannot be increased at 
all. This may have to do with the house 
model and how it sits on your property 
or perhaps the patio was already ex-
tended in the past.

Election
The California Legislature passed 

Senate Bills 323 and 754, and Governor 
Newsom signed them into law effective 
January 1, 2020. These two bills made 
many changes to the election rules 
within the California Civil Code. Most 

CC&Rs
The CC&R Committee has submitted 

proposed amendments, mainly for Ar-
ticles VIII and IX, with some corollary 
amendments to Definitions and Article 
VI, for review by management staff. 
All these proposals will also need legal 
review before going to the Board for 
approval and placement on the 2020 
Election Ballot. Once the review and 
approval process is completed, the 
CC&R Committee will start holding 
homeowner meetings to explain all the 
proposed amendments.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison

Greenbelt
The holidays are upon us. The 

Greenbelt Committee (GBC) wants 
to wish all residents happy holidays 
and a successful 2020. As we prepare 
for the festivities and enjoyment, the 
questions of holiday decorations and 
lighting guidelines come up again. 
Remember to check pages 59-70 in 
your Casta del Sol phone book. Note 
the Greenbelt page 62, 3.1: Front Yard 
Area Restrictions, and page 63, 4.1: 
Common Area Restrictions.

The SMWD rebate project, which 
included the replacement of turf areas 
with drought tolerant shrubbery and 
groundcovers, has been completed. Our 
rebate of $95,000 has been received.

We are currently testing six new irri-
gation system products to replace our 
current system.

GBC has completed reviewing four 
different contract options for rat/squir-
rel bait stations.

Greenbelt Master Planning Commit-
tee and the Sub-Committee Planning 
for Supplemental Trees, Small Slopes, 
and all Corner Areas: future meetings 
are on hold until 2020 due to budget 
constraints.

If you see any items that need our 
attention, please do not hesitate to call 
PacWest at 583-2705 and ask for a 
Landscape Maintenance Request. Due 
to the time-consuming trial irrigation 
controller analyses in process, we are 
only able to address high priorities 
needing urgent attention at this time.

Help us keep Casta beautiful by join-
ing our team. Attend any one of our 
meetings and bring your suggestions. 
All meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday in the Garden Room at 9 a.m.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013
David Ankeny, Board Liaison

Facilities
The Facilities Committee’s challenge 

moving forward is balancing the needs 
of our aging community with our 
budget constraints. A joint meeting 
was held in October with the Board 
of Directors (BoD), Phoenix Planning 
and the community to brainstorm ideas 
for the renovation of Rec Ctr 1 and, 
depending on some of the ideas, Rec 
Ctr 2. Facilities opened the meeting 
with a list of 21 ideas generated by 
Facilities members and their network 
of community friends. This was fol-
lowed by suggestions from community 
members. Good dialog took place; no 
specific decisions were made.

The 2019 asphalt project has been 
completed within budget. The Facil-
ities sub-committee will be meeting 
in January with GMU, our consultant, 
to begin planning for the 2020 asphalt 
project.

Pilot Painting, our painting contrac-
tor, has completed painting approxi-
mately 227 homes this year. Pilot will 
paint an additional 100 homes during 
the first quarter of 2020 to complete 
their 2019 contractual commitment.

The Rec Ctr 1 restroom project bid 
from DBAC, our construction con-
tractor, is being reviewed. A joint 
meeting between the BoD, Facilities 
and residents to discuss the bid will 
be scheduled by the General Manager 
and the BoD.

All projects are complex and we en-
courage interested residents to attend 
our monthly meetings. Your input is 

Insurance
The Casta del Sol Insurance Com-

mittee (IC) will conduct its year-end 
meeting on December 18 at 9 a.m. in 
the Garden Room. The purpose of this 
meeting is to prepare for the annual 
policy renewal and review of current 
and proposed insurance policies that 
protect CdS.

Continued on page 8

22772 Centre Drive, Suite 130
Lake Forest, CA 92630 | FD 2241

(949) 382-7782
PacificCremationSociety.com

Request your FREE
Personal
Planning
Guide:
(949) 382-7782

Planning gives your family:  
P rotect your family and your investment

E ase the burden on your family

A ssured price guarantee

C ompassionate professional care

E xtended travel & relocation plan

Take the Plunge,
Plan Ahead Today

Confused, but still want to give it a 
go? We are here to help you get the 
most out of your property. Just give 
us a call.

Vicki Slawson, Co-chair, (925) 513-
4956

Bill Stetzel, Co-chair. 728-8029
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

changes are administrative in nature 
but have established strict timelines to 
complete election tasks. Some of the 
provisions in these bills set contradic-
tory timing requirements and process 
procedures.

The Election Committee has reviewed 
these new laws and has made an initial 
attempt at modifying our Election Op-
erating Rules and Association By-Laws 
to comply. These changes have been 
submitted for review and comment by 
our legal counsel. Based on all legal 
advice received, we will first update 
our rules for the 2020 election process. 
Any necessary by-law amendments 
will need to be on the 2020 Ballot for 
amendment approval.

Even without by-law amendment 
approval, State Civil Code must still be 
followed and overrides any provisions 
in our governing documents.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison

always welcomed and appreciated. At 
this time Facilities plans on being dark 
for December; the next Facilities meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, January 
23, at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison
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This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker.  
Surterre Properties® DRE#01778230

DRE#01362392 · DRE#01434016 · DRE#02065940

It’s time to eat latkes, enjoy treats and celebrate 
the Season of Light. Meet our special guest, 
Greg Raths, Mayor of Mission Viejo.

Sign up to bring a large dish to share from 
the list or $10 donation without a dish. 
Bring a Menorah to decorate your table.
 
This event is open to all Casta Del Sol residents 
and their friends.

The Yaruss Group, top-producing real estate 
agents serving Casta Del Sol. 

We Love Our Casta Del Sol Friends & Family

Join us for our monthly ARMDI events.

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com

JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com
ARI MONTANARI · 949.999.4823 · Ari@TheYarussGroup.com 

A n n u a l
P OT LU C K  PA RT Y

H a n u k k a h
Sunday  ·  December 22nd  ·  6:00 p.m. 

Casta Del Sol Vista Room, Recreation Center 1

Please RSVP by December 15th. 
Contact Jaye Yaruss at 949.842.2961 
or Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com
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Insurance
Continued from page 6

Library
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
A Dangerous Man, Robert Crais

A Mrs. Miracle Christmas,
 Debbie Macomber

Bloody Genius, John Sandford

Child’s Play, Danielle Steel

Land of Wolves, Craig Johnson

Olive Again, Elizabeth Strout

The 19th Christmas,
 James Patterson & Maxine Paetro

The Book of Gutsy Women,

 Hillary R. Clinton & Chelsea Clinton

The Giver of Stars, Jojo Moyes

The Grammarians, Cathleen Shine

The Guardians, John Grisham

The Night Fire, Michael Connelly

What Happens in Paradise,
 Elin Hilderbrand

Large Print:
A Family of Strangers, Emilie Richards

Elderhood, Louise Aronson

Flight of the Hawk: The Plains,
 W. Michael Gear

Social
This has been a wonderful year with 

much joy and togetherness, so let’s 
close the year with remarkable greet-
ings. Let me start with Merry Christ-
mas and may the new year continue 
with joyful greetings. If it sounds like 
I am repeating myself, may everything 
be the best ever: Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

Many plans are being made to im-
prove the buildings and bathrooms. 
There are articles in the November 
Courier that explain plans made for 
next year; you will find them very 
interesting. Our community is many 
years old and there are needs for im-
provements.

Great news: the city decided to buy 
the golf course, so nice for the city and 
for Casta del Sol.

The Strummers will be with us on 
December 3 starting at 7 p.m. while 
we trim the Christmas tree, decorate 
the Vista Room, and enjoy hot apple 
cider and cookies.

The New Year’s Eve dinner and 
dance is going to be the same price as 
last year: $49.50. Before you forget, 
get on down to Rec Ctr 1 and sign up 
today. Choices are prime rib or salmon 
with the trimmings. You may bring 
your choice of beverages for the eve-
ning. Spiked punch will be available 
throughout the evening. Champagne 
will be poured for the midnight cele-
bration. The theme this year is Under 
the Sea.

There may be a movie this month; 
please check with Valerie at the Rec 
Ctr 1 office.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
David Ankeny, Liaison

Currently the IC has five members, 
one of whom recently joined. We lost 
two valuable members this year. The 
immediate past president, Jerie Mill-
er, and the original president, John 
Richardson, both retired after serving 
for several years. We owe both a huge 
debt of gratitude for their outstanding 
service and commitment to CdS. They 
will be missed.

We are very fortunate to have the 
remaining five members who are also 
dedicated to providing their knowledge 
and valuable teamwork to ensure CdS 
is protected. We work in concert with 
our excellent management team led 
by Josh Hodosh (Powerstone Property 
Management), and our CdS board 
liaison, Randy Gish, We meet with 
our agent/brokers, Curt La Barre and 
Mandi Thiel, at least twice a year (often 
more) to discuss all relevant issues per-
taining to providing protection to CdS.

If you are interested in joining the 
Insurance Committee, or even just 
participating occasionally, you are 
welcome to join us. You don’t need to 
be an insurance expert to join the IC. 
Visit with us to see what is going on 
inside the CdS Insurance arena.

Woody Girion, 305-2538
Randy Gish, Board Liaison

Lulu’s Café, T. I. Lowe

Nothing Ventured, Jeffrey Archer

Our Dogs, Ourselves,
 Alexandra Horowitz

The Deception, Kat Martin

The Floating Feldmans,
 Elyssa Friedland

The Long Call, Ann Cleeves

The Stalking, Heather Graham

Audio Books:
Talking to Strangers,
 Malcolm Gladwell

The Ride of a Lifetime, Robert Iger
Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison
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Traffic
Don’t forget that when your guests, 

vendors or contractors violate the 
traffic rules in Casta del Sol, you, the 
homeowner, receive the citation. The 
homeowner is responsible for fines 
issued and can meet with the Board of 
Directors to present their position. Re-
minder: the speed limit is 25 m.p.h. and 
vehicles need to come to a complete 
stop at stop signs before proceeding. 

Travel
This month we’re traveling to the 

Candlelight Pavilion in Claremont. 
We’ll enjoy a wonderful lunch and see 
The Bells of Christmas. We’ve always 
had a great response for this trip, but 
not this year. Because we haven’t met 
our numbers, instead of cancelling 
the trip, we’ll buy the tickets (without 
transportation) for those who have 

TRAVEL COMMITTEE

Events with Signups Underway:
Candlelight Pavilion The Bells of Christmas
Saturday, December 14

Price: $68.50 (lunch and theatre) (includes all tax and gratuities)

Lunch: Each guest has an entrée choice upon arrival 

Depart: 10 a.m. – Return: 5 p.m. (NO BUS)

Hollywood Lights & Cosmic Sights
Wednesday, February 26

Price:  $59

Dinner: On your own at Maddalena’s Restaurant San Antonio Winery

Sign in: 1:15 p.m.

Depart: 1:30 p.m. – Return: 10:30 p.m.

Walk on the Wild Side
Wednesday, March 25

Price: $69

Lunch: On your own at Cracker Barrel Old Country Store

Sign in: 7:15 a.m.

Depart: 7:30 a.m. - Return: 5:30 p.m.

Catalina Island Escape
Tuesday & Wednesday, April 5 & 6

Price: Double $359pp; Single $499 pp; Deposit $75pp

Depart: 7-9 a.m. – Return: 6-8 p.m. (Check travel docs for exact information.)

Gratuities are not included on this trip; you will be given envelopes.

San Diego Rail & Sail
Saturday, May 16

Price: $99

Lunch: On your own at Seaport Village

Let’s Go traveLinG

Sign in: 8:30 a.m.

Departure: 8:45 a.m. – Return: 6:30 p.m.

12 Nights Snow Bird Migration Cruise Montreal to Miami
October 16 – 28

Price: Interior, starting at $589pp

 Ocean View, starting at $699pp

 Refundable deposit, $900 per cabin (error on pink schedule)

  Does not include port charges, insurance, air, extra nights in Montreal, or 
gratuities

Residents are responsible for advising 
guests, vendors and contractors about 
traffic rules in the community.

Resident-owned golf carts must dis-
play a CdS decal or transponder sticker. 
Resident-owned golf carts displaying 
a decal must enter CdS using the 
guest lane. Resident-owned golf carts 
displaying a transponder sticker may 
enter CdS through the resident lane. 
Owners driving around the barrier arm 

will be cited. Residents can purchase a 
transponder sticker at Rec Ctr 1.

Throughout the year, CdS holds 
events to which residents can invite 
friends and family. Remember, resi-
dents are required to notify the gate 
attendants of guests entering CdS. Res-
idents are also able to register guests by 
going to www.dwellinglive.com.

Residents are encouraged to check 

out the various committees and social 
groups in CdS. The Traffic Commit-
tee welcomes residents to share ideas 
on traffic-related items. The Traffic 
Committee meetings are on the first 
Monday of the month at 9 a.m. in the 
Garden Room.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair 
Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671

Ron Foglesong, Liaison

signed up. For those who want to go, 
we’ll caravan in four or five cars. Each 
of us will save, as the lunch, play and 
gratuity come to $68.50 rather than 
$134.

Our trip to Catalina was advertised 
as April 14 and 15, 2020 but it’s ac-
tually April 5 and 6. I apologize for 
the error; new flyers are at Rec Ctr 1. 
By December 3, we need to have sold 

15 to 20 rooms to be sure this trip will 
happen. Then we have until February 
to continue booking rooms. It might 
be advisable to purchase the insurance 
Good Times offers at the time you sign 
up. Encourage your family and friends 
to join us.

You asked if cabins are still available 
for our Snow Bird Cruise. The answer 
is yes. We’ve sold 13. If you are inter-

ested, pick up a flyer and call Bridget.

Although these trips have ongoing 
signups, please remember that we still 
have to meet minimums to make sure 
the trips happen. Please sign up to en-
sure we don’t have to cancel.

There will be no travel committee 
meeting in December.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ron Foglesong, Liaison
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Continued on page 12

Baby Boomers
The next Baby Boomers’ party will 

be on December 7 and the elegant af-
fair is entitled Let’s Make Merry. Our 
atmosphere will reflect the holidays and 
festivities of our year end. Jolanda’s ca-
tering will include hot hors d’oeuvres, 
and a dinner of tri-tip, stuffed white fish 
Florentine, tasty vegetables, and crisp 
salad along with a fabulous dessert. 
Signups continue until December 3, so 
hurry over to the Rec Ctr 1 office. The 
cost is $34 for members, and $37 for 
non-members.

We will be dancing to the music of 
Sideways, a favorite of the dancers. 
Their songs range from classic rock to 
dance, blues, funk, and something for 
everyone.

Look forward to a traditional Chinese 
New Year’s celebration on February 1. 
You won’t want to miss this one.

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol or 

any guest who has an interest in par-
ticipating in the study of the Bible is 
welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Billiards
The holidays are here. To celebrate, 

your Billiards Club has ordered custom 
made billiard balls in bright Christmas 
colors. Stop by the Billiards Room and 
check them out. Look for balls num-
bered 3, 6, 14 and 11. While you’re 
there, grab a cue and sharpen your 
skills on our classic premium tables. 
You’ll challenge yourself (or a friend) 
and have a fun time doing it.

Billiards history fact - Captain 
François Mingaud, an infantry officer 
in the French army, was a billiards 
player credited with the invention of 
the leather tip for a billiards cue while 
imprisoned during the French revolu-
tion. This revolutionized (pun intend-
ed) the game of billiards, allowing the 
cue ball to be finely manipulated by 
the application of spin. Mingaud is 
also credited with the discovery that, 
by raising the cue vertically, he could 
perform what is now known as a massé 
shot.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Bridge
Monday ......................Rubber Bridge

 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Host:
 Michael Gormley ............ 586-1948

Tuesday .................. Duplicate Bridge
 12 to 4 p.m.
 Info:
 Tim McCoy ..............805-456-9266

2nd & 4th Saturdays ...Rubber Bridge
 6:30 to 10 p.m.
 Coordinator:
 Barbara Kroe ................... 472-6465

Players contribute $1 for awards.

Excerpted from Wikipedia on bridge: 
“The modern game of contract bridge 
was the result of innovations to the 
scoring of auction bridge made by Har-
old Stirling Vanderbilt and others. The 
most significant change was that only 
the tricks contracted for were counted 
below the line towards game and slam, 
another was the concept of vulnerabili-
ty, a difference in the sizes of penalties 
by partnerships that have or have not 
won one game. Some other scores were 
adjusted to produce a balanced game. 
Vanderbilt’s rules came in 1925, within 
a few years, ‘bridge’ became synony-
mous with ‘contract bridge.’”

New to Casta? Check us out Mon-
days, 11 a.m. in the Fiesta Room.

Tim McCoy. mccoytest@cox.net 

Canine Companions
Our next outing will be our annual 

holiday party at Claim Jumper on 
Wednesday, December 4. Please RSVP 
to Linda at 412-1083. Bring a gift ex-
change not over $10. Dues for 2020 are 
$10 per person.

Our October Halloween party was a 
great success, with the costumes on the 
dogs. The first-place prize was donated 
by Olympiad Animal Hospital for a free 
dog checkup. They are located in the 
Albertsons center.

All new and current residents and 
their dogs are welcome to come and see 
what we are all about and join. If inter-
ested please call Linda Brockmiller at 
412-1083, or email her at lindabrock@
cox.com.

Our January outing will be a potluck 
at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion on Jan-
uary 18. February 8 will be Valentine 
Day Doggie Dress up, and March 
28 will be Tom’s famous hamburger 
lunch.

Fred Rowen, (714)-743-0612

For information, contact Cathy John-
son at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Ceramics
We hope this Courier finds you feel-

ing the holiday spirit and well under-
way with your shopping and cooking. 
Our workrooms are certainly busy. It 
looks as if many of our friends and rel-
atives will receive lovely hand-painted 
pieces.

Casta Chorus
Do you love to sing? For some time 

now, I have wondered if there are men 
and women in CdS who would enjoy 
singing as much as I do. I have been in 
several choirs, including barbershop 
with Sweet Adelines, and it has been 
most fulfilling.

So, here is your opportunity to accept 
a warm invitation to visit and sing in 
the new Casta Chorus. No experience 
necessary, and you do not need to read 
music. Just come and enjoy singing 
with your neighbors.

Are you a retired choral director, or 
do you already sing in another chorus? 
Everyone is welcome! Come and try us 
out. It’s a great heart-opening experi-
ence to sing together and share song!

The first rehearsal is Thursday, De-
cember 5 in the Garden Room at 6:30 
p.m. At that time, we will discuss the 
logistics for this activity or club. If you 
have questions, please contact me.

Jacqueline Tutton,
jacsing14@gmail.com
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Ceramics
Continued from page 10

Our officers nominated for 2020 are: 
President - Carol Favreau; First Vice 
President - Darrelyn Wood; Second 
Vice Presidents - Rosalie Pritchett and 
Judi Kaminski; Treasurer - Barbara 
Yauchzee; Secretary - Claudia Neill.

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to all!

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Crafts for Charity
If you’d like to have fun, make new 

friends, and put a little joy in some-
one’s life, join Crafts for Charity on the 
first and third Wednesday each month 
(December 4 and December 18) from 
10 to 11:55 a.m. in the Heritage Room 
at Rec Ctr 2. There is no membership 
fee.

This month we’ll complete holiday 
gifts for the women and children of 
Laura’s House, a shelter for victims 
of domestic violence. We will also put 
together tray favors for 85 Meals on 
Wheels recipients in Mission Viejo. 
All materials are supplied, and you’ll 
be shown what to do. Afterward, many 
of us meet at a nearby eatery for a no-
host lunch gathering.

Cribbage
Come one, come all. Well, don’t all 

come, because there is a seating limit 
set by the fire marshal. We play one-
on-one, with three players, and partners 
with four players. Contact Wayne for 
lessons.

Hone your mathematics skills so that 
you can show your grandchildren how 
well you can count to 15, and really 
impress them by going to 31.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
Stop by and introduce yourself. And, if 
you want to play, you’re very welcome 
to join us in a game or two, or three.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

Heritage Garden
The holiday season is upon us once 

again! Now that the fall planting has 
been completed in the Heritage Garden, 
we’re getting ready for our annual hol-
iday cookie exchange meeting at 9:30 
a.m. on December 19 in the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2. Historically, the 
HGC holiday cookie exchanges have 
been a really enjoyable social time 
with the sharing of some truly delicious 
cookies and other treats.

If you’re interested in meeting the 
members of the HGC in a pleasant 
social environment, please do plan 
on coming to our holiday cookie ex-
change, with or without cookies. We 
always have plenty to share!

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Italian American
Want to escape the hustle and bustle 

of the holiday season for a little relax-
ation and fun? Then come join us on 
Thursday, December 12 at 7 p.m. in 
the Vista Room. There will be Bingo 
along with a dessert of cake and coffee. 
BYOB if you prefer. Bingo cards will 
be $1 each; and the $100 prize, formerly 
awarded for the black-out game, will 
be spread out over nine games. Tickets 

Lapidary And Jewelry 
Making

It’s been a time of growth in the 
past couple of months for the lapidary 
group. We have some new members 
who have been bitten by the lapidary 
bug.

Some of the lapidary group members 
participated in the Casta del Sol annual 
Holiday Boutique. It was very success-
ful for the members who participated, 
with a number of residents purchasing 
some beautiful hand-crafted stonework 
wrapped in silver.

We are always looking for new mem-
bers. However, at this time, lapidary is 
closed due to the renovation starting in 
Rec Ctr 1 Building D. We may not be 
up and running for a while due to con-
struction. Please feel free to contact me 
or any member of lapidary if you are 
looking for that special Christmas gift. 
For the time being, we will continue 
our jewelry making endeavors. Jewelry 
meets on Fridays from 1 – 4 p.m. in the 
Ceramics Room.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

On December 18, we will have spe-
cial Make-it/Take-it activities for our 
members and discuss plans for the New 
Year. New ideas are always welcome. 

For details, please call Marlene Ka-
zen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

are $2 each, and seating will be limited 
to 90 persons, with nine at each table.

John Richardson, 609-0334
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Las Damas
Our December 11 holiday luncheon 

signups end on Sunday, December 
8. Remember, we will be collecting 
monetary donations for toys to be giv-
en to the children of Camp Pendleton 
Marines.

Happy New Year. Our January 8 
birthday luncheon is just around the 
corner. Signups will begin immediately 
following our December luncheon.

We’ll start off the new year with a 
menu of Caesar salad, meatloaf, garlic 
mashed potatoes, baby carrots, and 
delicious marble cupcakes with choc-
olate frosting. Remember, there is no 
gift exchange. Just bring your happy 
birthday wishes. Entertainment is The 
Rick Sherman/Tina Wilson Duo whose 
goal is to make sure everyone has a 
good time.

Dianna Swanson, 470-4716

Military Veterans
All Casta del Sol veterans are invited 

to join our Military Veterans Club for 
2020. Every military branch is repre-
sented in our membership, so you will 
have lots of company with those who 
have had similar military experiences. 

We will be inactive for the month 
of December due to the holidays. We 
will resume our meetings on the fourth 
Monday of each month beginning Jan-
uary 27, 2020. We begin at 6:30 p.m. 
with appetizers and beverages in the 
Fiesta Room. Our meeting takes place 
from 7 to 8 p.m. 

You will hear from great guest speak-
ers each month and learn more about 
the benefits of being a veteran. In ad-
dition, we also have fun social events 
that may include your significant other. 
Please signup at Rec Ctr 1 to become a 
member of this great veterans’ group. 
Look forward to seeing you all there. 

Bob Casillas,
robertcasillas@hotmail.com

Pinochle
Attention, pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. We mostly play 
three-handed. But we also may play 
partners. 

In October, Terry Owen had high 
game (three hands) of 1,060 and Alice 
McNany was second with 1,020. The 
high series was won by Frank Pollitt 
with a total of 3,900 points and Nancy 
Money was second with 3,880. There 
were only five double pinochles report-

ed during the month. Congratulations 
to our winners.

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
916-5387.

Nancy Money, 929-9011

Republicans
The board of directors of the Re-

publican Club wish all our members 
a wonderful holiday season and thank 
them for the strong support they have 
given to all the events in 2019. Our 
next event will be February 9, where 
we will meet and greet the candidates 
on the March 2020 ballot. It is a perfect 
opportunity to meet these candidates 
and question them about their positions 
that are critical to all of us.

We also have a board meeting sched-
uled on January 2. Although it may not 
be as stimulating as one of our events, 
it is open to any member who wants 
to give input on future programs. In 
2020 we will also have an opening on 
the board for treasurer. So, if you have 
an interest in financial record-keeping 
and want to play a more active role in 
our club, please attend this meeting.

Cordelia Neale, 916-0117

Quilting
The quilting group will continue to 

meet twice monthly in 2020. Everyone 
is welcome to join in, whether you are 
new to quilting or an old hand.

The meetings are held in the Fiesta 
Room at Rec Ctr 1 on the second and 
fourth Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Victoria Crayne.

Victoria Crayne, 587-1853

Social Singles
We welcome all single Casta del Sol 

residents to join us as we socialize at 
fun get-togethers and form new friend-
ships. There is no membership fee. We 
have two events planned in December. 
Thursday, December 4, 1 p.m. in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for so-
cializing and games, and Thursday, 
December 18, 1 p.m. at China Moon in 
Laguna Niguel for lunch. The last day 
to RSVP for the luncheon is Monday, 
December 15. Please RSVP only to 
Carol Kowalsky, cekewpie1@cox.net, 
or 916-4862. To join the group and get 
on our email list, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Mary Carlson 
(marycarlson28@gmail.com).

Mary Carlson, 380-0744
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December
2019

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com

 19 18

 27 26 25 24 23

 13

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

Recreation Centers & 
Office and Management 
Office Closed

 17 16  21

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - December 2019

*Aerobics  ......................M,W, 8 a.m., V;
*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....M,W, 1 p.m., V;
 T,TH, 8 a.m., V
*Pilates  .........................M,W,F, 9 a.m., V
*Yoga .............................W, 5:20 p.m., G
Bible Study ....................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1..........................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ...............4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ................ M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
                                        W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 11:30 a.m., F

Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

10 a.m. Welcome, G

 14  9  11

  2 p.m. Strummers, V
  4 p.m. Democratic, F

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                         Luncheon, V

  6 p.m. Bocce Ball/
     Shuffleboard Event, V

  5:30 p.m. Tennis Club
                           Event, V

 10

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

Hand & Foot ......................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G
Jewelry Class ................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Line Dancing ..................T, 4 p.m., V
Mah Jongg .................... M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train.................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis .................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ...................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball .......................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G

Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker .............................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies ..................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting ..........................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams ......T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) .................T,TH, 6-7:30 p.m.;
 F,S, 8-9:30 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12–2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  9 a.m. Facilities, F
  9:30 a.m. Heritage
                             Garden, H
  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                       Meeting, V10 a.m. Insurance, G

  9 a.m. Veggie Garden, G
  1 p.m. Budget &
     Finance Committee, G

  7

  6 p.m. Baby Boomers, V

  6 p.m. ARMDI, V

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Meetings & events

  8

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

 12

  6 p.m. Italian/American
                            Event, V

10:30 a.m. Courier
                        Stuffing, V

 28

 29

  6

10 a.m. Social, G
11:30 a.m. Ceramics, F

 15

 22

 20

 30  31

  7 p.m. Social’s New
          Year’s Eve Party, V

 2   4

10 a.m. Library, G

  3

  7 p.m. Social Tree
                      Trimming, V   9 a.m. Traffic, F

  1   5

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                    Workshop, V
  1 p.m. Singles Group, H

New Year’s Eve

Christmas DayChristmas EveChanukah 
Begins

Chanukah 
Ends
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My Christmas Secret
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

Several years ago, I finally admit-
ted that I do not like the whole 

Christmas tree thing, buying one and 
schlepping it home if it is a living tree 
or finding it in the bowels of the garage 
and putting it together if it is a fake one. 
When the kids were young, we would 
go to tree farms and cut a tree. That 
only added a layer of misery; every tree 
we liked seemed to have been already 
reserved.

The kids are gone and have their own 
homes and their own trees. We usually 
spend the holiday at one of their homes. 
I mustered up courage and finally ad-
mitted to my husband that I wanted to 
toss the Big Lots special that looked 
as sincere as its original $30 price tag. 
To my surprise, he looked relieved. He 
also did not enjoy putting up and then 
taking down the tree.

I still decorate the house for Christ-
mas. We have lots of little trees and 
plush decorations and nutcrackers but 

Setting your table for Christmas doesn’t have to wait until Christmas 
Day. –Thanks, Arlene Sanford, for this tip.

no longer do we need to look for this or 
that ornament, untangle lights, replace 
burnt out bulbs or make sure the tree 
is straight.

Plush figures store easily. I got these at a 
Paddle Tennis white elephant exchange. 
Thanks, Audrey Michaels.

Just because you don’t want to set up a large Christmas tree doesn’t 
mean you don’t like Christmas trees.

This is where lost nutcrackers live.
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Continued on page 19

Vegetable Garden
I want to take this opportunity to say 

thank you to the Executive Council, 
Shelley, Dorothy, Jim, Conn, Jeff, 
Cindy, and Sara, for making 2019 a 
successful year. It was a busy year for 
the Vegetable Garden Club.

We added 22 new gardeners, had 
three compost deliveries, two excellent 
dinners, a general workday, an in-the-
garden social event, and delivered 
many boxes of fresh produce to the 
local food bank. 

We are looking forward to a great 
2020 with guest speakers from the 
UCCE Masters Gardener Program, 
maybe a contest or two, good eats, and 
lots of sharing. Sharing means new 
vegetables to try, new recipes to try, 
or a new planting or pruning method 
to try.  

As the year ends, more garden lots 
become available. Please join us, get 
your hands dirty, eat well, and have 
fun. Sign up in the office at Rec Ctr 1.

Lynne Crum, 581-2349  

Water Exercise
Can you believe it? Christmas is 

coming… again! Here is a suggestion 
for the best gift you can give yourself: 
better health. I know, it’s getting colder 
in the mornings but you can still give 
yourself a workout that is both fun 
and beneficial to your body. Monday 
through Friday at 9 a.m. year-round, 
we gather in the Rec Ctr 1 pool for 
our water exercise class. The cost is a 
bargain, only $5 for the year. The water 

Variety
On Halloween Night, the Variety 

Club presented Frankenstein, a Radio 
Play, a sing-along of Halloween ori-
ented songs, and a costume contest. 
Over 100 residents and guests attended, 
many of them wearing exceptional 
costumes.

For those of you who don’t like to 
fight the crowds and pay inflated prices 
for Valentine’s Day dinner, come on 
down to the Vista Room for another 
Variety Club presentation. We will 
have a short, cute, romantic skit and 
vocal performances accompanied by 
an elegant dinner to celebrate the oc-
casion. More details will follow.

Also, the Variety Club will soon be 
gearing up for our major spring 2020 
show. It will be a radio style show with 
music, dancing, skits, and more.

We are always looking for new talent. 
So, if you have any interest in acting, 
singing, dancing, playing music, per-
forming or helping out, please contact 
co-Presidents Barb Turino, (951)-858-
7350 or Sara Henninger, 303-8195.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

temperature is about 86, like a bathtub 
and when we get out, the spa waiting 
for us is even warmer. Some of us have 
water jackets that keep the chill off but 
others don’t bother and think the pool 
is warm enough. We have fun and meet 
new friends.

Think about joining us. Actually, 
don’t think about it, just do it. Happy 
Holidays to all, hope to see you at the 
pool.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

Bocce Ball
Well, we have returned to afternoon 

bocce. It was getting a little nippy on 
the courts. Please join us on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons from 
2 to 3 p.m.

You still have until Monday, De-
cember 9 to sign up for our combined 
Christmas party with the Shuffleboard 
Club. The party is on Friday, Decem-
ber 13 at 6 p.m. with dinner catered 
by Jolanda. Cost is $22 for members 
and $25 for guests. It is always a fun 
night, and you won’t want to miss Tony 
Rogers as he keeps the evening really 
swinging.

We would like to welcome Patrice 
and Hank Jannace to our club.

Dues will remain $10 for 2020 and 
are due in January. Our next regular 
meeting will be on Monday, January 6 
at 7 p.m. in the Fiesta Room. Following 
a short business meeting, we will enjoy 
a night of cards.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

Fishing
Whether you are an experienced 

fisherman or a novice, you are welcome 
to join the Casta del Sol Fishing Club. 
We fish both fresh and salt water. Club 
fishing derbies are scheduled through-
out the year. Join us at our monthly 
club lunch meeting held 12 noon to 
1:30 p.m. on the fourth Friday of each 
month in the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 
1. The club also hosts family social 

Chippers
Golf Chippers meet four times a year 

at the Rec Ctr 2 golf practice area. Our 
next event, open to all Casta del Sol 
residents, will be Saturday, December 

7 at 9 a.m. Players who are new to the 
game have found that this activity af-
fords them an opportunity to learn golf 
fundamentals in a supportive manner. 
Twenty to thirty people come out each 
time for two hours of fun. Please bring 
$3 to cover expenses.

If you choose to join the club, annual 
dues are $10. Dates for next year will 
be posted here in the Courier next 
month. We meet quarterly in March, 
June, September, and December. Feel 
free to bring an optional golf-related 
or non-golf-related item to add to our 
prize table. We try to provide a raffle 
prize for every participant. Helpers 
are welcome for setup on Saturday, 
December 6 at 9 a.m.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366
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Fishing
Continued from page 17
activities in June (picnic and cruise at 
the lake) and November (Turkey Shoot 
with food, prizes and games). You are 
invited to join in the fun and become a 
member of the CdS Fishing Club.

Interested in attending a meeting, 
joining the club, or want to pier fish 
from San Clemente pier or charter boat 
fish with club members from Dana 
Point? Call Nick Morenc, 588-6223, 
or John Waters, 951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644

Lawn Bowling
The Lawn Bowling Club wishes you 

a Merry Christmas and Happy Holi-
days. Our Holiday Tournament and 
potluck is this Wednesday, December 
4; check-in time is 12:45 p.m. There 
will be prizes for tournament winners 
along with the ugly holiday sweater 
contest.

We hosted October’s Ladies Day 
and received great reviews about our 
greens. A big Thank You goes to our 
guys who not only set up the greens but 
also served the food. Denise French and 
her team won first place in the morning 
and afternoon. Linda Rubio and her 
team tied for third place in the morning.

Tuesday, December 18 is this month’s 
Ladies Day at Laguna Woods.

Open lawn bowling hours are Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays; check-
in time is 12:45 p.m., and play begins 
1 p.m.

Lawn bowling questions? Contact 
Gary Everson (716-6373) or Butch 
Nelson (351-0941).

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

Men’s Golf
    The Men’s Golf Club started our 

new fiscal year on November 1. The 
first action of the officers at their No-
vember 6 monthly meeting was the 
appointment of positions for our 2019-
2020 year. Those assignments are: 
President & Club Championship – John 
Santoro; Vice President & Membership 
Chairman – Bill Riethmeier; Secretary 
– Carl Ballard; Treasurer – Hal Steele; 
Social Chairman – Frank Geronimo; 
Games Chairman – Ed Martinez; Hand-
icap Co-Chairs – Bill Burfeind & Barry 
Dabreu; Publicity – Bill Burfeind; Sun-
shine – Roger Funk; President Emeritus 
– Randy Smith.

The officers also approved the weekly 
game and quarterly tournament sched-
ule. A copy of the game and tourna-

Paddle Tennis
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, 

Joyful Kwanza, etc. Our best wishes for 
all your season’s festivities.

We held our last tournament of the 
year on November 9 and all had a won-
derful time. Thanks to all the members, 
headed by Eleanor Reafsnyder, who 
buy, bring and prepare the food for 
these occasions.

Our annual members’ meeting was 
held on October 24. The following 
officers were elected for 2020: Pres-
ident, Dave Goff; Vice President, 
Rhonda Cusack; Treasurer, Laura 
Marsh Geronimo; Secretary, Debra 
Friedman; Tournament Director, Metty 
Thomason.

Good news: in addition to Al Guild 
and John Tiffany giving instruction at 
4 p.m. on the second Monday of the 
month, Roger Hobbs and Mike Cusack 
have offered to do the same on the 
fourth Monday of the month.

Thanks again to all the members who 
give of their time and talents to this 
happy club.

Audrey Michaels, 813-3421

ment schedule, a description of each 
game, and a club roster were sent to 
all members.

Are you a golfer looking for a 
Wednesday challenge? Please consid-
er joining our 55+ senior Men’s Golf 
Club. Contact our Membership Chair-
man, Bill Riethmeier, at 770-7022.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Tennis
Another great event sponsored by the 

Tennis Club: our Holiday Party will 
take place on Saturday, December 14 
in the Vista Room from 5:45 to 9:30 
p.m. (Southern Rocket Band, BYOB, 
catered by Tutto Fresco). Sign up be-
fore December 7. Join the club now 
and get the member discount for the 
holiday event and your 2020 dues are 
automatically paid.

For the tennis enthusiast, we have 
open tennis Fridays and Saturdays from 
8 to 9:30 a.m. as well as Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6 to 7:30 p.m. All skill 
levels are welcome. On Monday from 8 
to 9 a.m., we practice our strokes with 
the ball machine. Tennis lessons have 
resumed on Tuesdays from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m.; reservations are required.

Fun….Friends….Forever.
Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

Shuffleboard
Winners for October Social Super 

Sunday were: first place, Val Stover 
and Randy Smith; second place, Shirley 
Saunders and Jayne Freed; third place, 
Bob Caywood and Myra Smith. Our 
next social is January 26. Winners for 
the Super Sunday Shuffle were: first 
place, Brigid Johnson and Carol Zins-
meister; second place, Bob Caywood 
and Jim Saunders; third place, Judy 
Martin and Mo Caywood.

Our combined Christmas party with 
the Bocce Club is Friday, December 13 
at 6 p.m. Jolanda will cater and Tony 
Rogers will entertain. The cost is $22 
for members and $25 for guests or 
non-members. The last day to sign up 
is December 9.

Instruction and practice continue 
every Friday morning at 10 a.m. All 
are welcome.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Pickleball
Now is a great time to learn to play 

pickleball. New players are welcome 
to come and learn the basics on Friday 
mornings from 8:30 to 10 a.m. It is easy 
to learn pickleball. We have paddles 
and balls available for new players to 
use, and more experienced players will 
help you get started.

Beginner/intermediate groups also 
play Mondays at 5 p.m.; advanced 
groups play Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Come out to see how much fun ev-
eryone is having. Pickleball is the 
fastest-growing sport in America, and 
you will quickly see why.

The pickleball courts are also avail-
able for private group play. Sign up on 
the white board outside the courts to 
reserve a time, or just show up and, if 
the courts are empty, feel free to play.

Outside guests are welcome as long 
as they are playing with a resident.

Come join the fun!
Donna Guild, 446-0005

Association Pet Rules
Pet owners must ensure that their pets do not disturb the peace and comfort 

of their neighbors. Also they are responsible for removing all pet droppings 
and keeping their dogs on a leash. Pets are prohibited at the recreation centers 
and should always be watched to protect from possible coyote attacks. No pets 
are allowed to run free or be left unattended in any common area.

Voluntary cooperation of pet owners is required to enforce these regulations. 
Please report stray animals to the Mission Viejo Animal Services by calling 
470-3045.
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What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

Norman Murray Center

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

December Events

•  We have real talent here in Casta 
del Sol. Be sure to visit the Murray 
Center cabana area to see Marlene 
Gerloff”s five enlarged watercolor 
drawings. She also teaches waterco-

 lor classes on Wednesday afternoon.

•  A Christmas Luncheon is planned 
for Friday, December 20, from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Entertainment is 
by Elvis impersonator Scott Rich-
ardson. Suggested cost is $5.50. 
Reservations necessary.

•  Are you turning 65 this year, or are 
already 65 and finally retiring, losing 
employer coverage, or just moved to 
Orange County? If yes, on Tuesday, 
December 3, from 10 a.m. to noon, 
join Jose Juarez, Medicare educa-
tion specialist from MemorialCare 
Medical Group, as he explains how 

Medicare works, what it covers, 
when to enroll, and much more. 
Course #38997.

•  On Tuesday, December 10, from 1 to 
3 p.m., come learn about Alzheimer’s 
disease, its diagnosis, treatment, and 
prevention strategies, and what you 
can do to minimize your risk. Course 
#35687.

•  Another workshop on Thursday, De-
cember 12 from 1 to 3 p.m., will help 
explain the many myths and miscon-
ceptions that surround dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease. This workshop 
will separate fact from fiction, and 
cover what you need to know about 
changes in memory, and strategies 
for communicating and connecting 
with someone experiencing cognitive 
decline. Course #44478.

•  Are you shopping for a new car? 
Smart Driver TEK is a new educa-
tional program that helps drivers 
to understand current and evolving 
vehicle safety technologies. On 
Monday, December 16 from 10 to 
11:30 a.m., learn more, and receive a 
vehicle technology checklist. Course 
#38515.

Wild Rice Dressing
This recipe is a wonderful option 

to go with turkey or prime rib for the 
holidays.

¾ cube butter

18 oz. pearl onions, frozen

4 ½ cups low sodium chicken broth

2 Tbsp. chopped fresh thyme

1 ¼ cups wild rice

1 ¼ cups long grain white rice

1 6 oz. package dried apricots, chopped

1 cup dried cranberries

1 cup pecans, toasted and chopped

Melt 2 Tbsp. butter in a large skillet 
over medium heat.

Add onions, saute until brown, and 
set aside. About 15 minutes.

Bring 4 ½ cups broth and 1 Tbsp. 
thyme to a boil in a large saucepan.

Add wild rice, bring to a boil, reduce 
heat, and cover and simmer 30 minutes.

Add white rice, cover and simmer 
until all rice is tender and liquid is 
almost absorbed, 15 minutes or longer.

Stir dried apricots, dried cranberries, 
and 2 Tbsp. thyme into rice mixture. 
Simmer about 3 minutes.

Stir in pearl onions and remaining 4 
Tbsp. butter.

Mix in pecans and season generously 
with salt and pepper.

Note: If dressing is not very moist, 
add a little more chicken broth before 
baking.

Put into a 9 x 13 baking dish and 
cover with buttered foil. Bake until 
heated through, about 30 minutes in a 
350 degree oven.
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Griffith Park Observatory

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Day Tripping

Tips And Hints For You 
and Your PC
What is “The Cloud”?

This column is written 
by Casta’s computer 
whiz, Jerry Hewitt. 

Jerry Hewitt

All clouds are not those fluffy white 
things that you see in the sky. In com-
puter land, the cloud just signifies a 
remotely located data center. The data 
center can be located anywhere due to 
the capabilities of the internet, although 
most cloud providers have multiple 
locations, and the one closest to you is 
the one most likely used.

Data centers are climate controlled 
giant warehouses with redundant 
power sources, and hopefully, not in 
an area threatened by earthquakes, 
hurricanes, or fires, because reliability 
is a must. They contain networking 
equipment, computers, and encrypted 
storage devices. Redundancy is a must 
to ensure reliability. Security must be 
provided for the facility as well as for 
the data it holds.

The largest use of the cloud by indi-

viduals is for data storage. Microsoft, 
Google, and Apple all offer cloud stor-
age, as do companies like Carbonite, 
Dropbox, Backblaze and others. A 
growing use of the cloud is to provide 
computing services. An example of this 
is Microsoft Office 365. For this service 
you don’t buy the program, instead you 
pay for an annual subscription. You do 
not have a copy of the program on your 
computer. The program and all that you 
create is stored in the cloud. Internet 
access with a moderately fast speed is 
required for cloud use.

Data that you store in the cloud is 
probably more secure than what is 
stored on your computer. However, that 
data can be at risk if your password is 
compromised. Be sure to use a unique 
and strong password for any cloud ac-
counts. Do not save that password with 
your internet browser, although saving 
it with a password manager such as 
LastPass or 1Password should be fine 
as long as you protect, and don’t forget, 
that password. If the cloud account 
allows for two factor authorization, it 
should be used. With two factor autho-
rization, logging into the account will 
need a code that is sent to your phone 
as well as the password.

S e n d  y o u r  p c  q u e s t i o n s  t o 
cdshelpdesk@gmail.com

I have not visited the Observatory in 
Griffith Park, 2800 East Observatory 
Avenue, Los Angeles, since its ren-
ovation and expansion, which ended 
in 2006. What a change! The building 
exterior and panoramic views of Los 
Angeles and surrounding areas are the 
same; that is all.

The public space has doubled with 
the addition of a lower level, which 
was excavated under the front lawn. 
In addition to the planetarium, which 
has several shows throughout the day, 
there is a theater with a film about the 
observatory and its history, exhibits in 
the Hall of the Eye, the Hall of the Sky, 
on the Edge of Space, Depths of Space, 
and Cosmic Connections. The Focault 
Pendulum and Tesla Coil are still there, 
and you can still find out your weight 
on various planets, but that is about all 

that remains from the old Observatory.

The exhibits feature beautiful sharp 
pictures, artifacts, and diagrams with 
easily understood explanations. The 
pictures of the sun are especially stun-
ning.

There is a cafe with tables on a ter-
race overlooking the Hollywood hills 
and the Hollywood sign. If you are a 
shopper, the stellar Emporium Shop 
features books and the usual gifts.

Admission is free. There is a fee 
for the planetarium shows. Parking is 
available right outside the building. 
It is pricey, at $10 an hour. If you are 
adventurous, you can look for street 
parking, which looks easier said than 
done. Check the website for hours, 
show times, and fees.
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Whipped Cream

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

City Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler
Escrow on the purchase of the Casta 

del Sol Golf Course will close on Dec. 
3. New names are already being sug-
gested. If you have a name suggestion, 
send it into the Council.

Purchase of the property means the 
city has ownership, so the State cannot 
mandate that low-income housing be 
built on the property. The purchase will 
only reduce the City Reserve Account 
by one percent, and will be a great im-
provement for many homeowners liv-

ing along the course borders. However, 
we must remember that the renovation 
of the restaurant and the golf course 
is a three-year plan. Nothing happens 
overnight, as anyone who has done 
remodeling knows. In the end, we res-
idents will be proud of this wonderful 
addition to our city’s assets.

Remember to travel on La Paz and 
enjoy the light show. Santa will be on 
the corner of La Paz and Chrisanta on 
weekends.

If you haven’t donated a toy or two 
to the children of the U.S. Marines 
stationed at Camp Pendleton, there is 
still time. Donation boxes are located 
at Rec Ctr 1. The joy on the childrens’ 
faces when they get to select two toys 
is awesome to see. They can hardly 
decide what to choose.

I don’t know of anyone who doesn’t 
like whipped cream. Aside from the 
scrumptious taste, there’s just some-
thing special about eating this de-
lightful topping. It’s almost as though 
you’ve plucked a white, fluffy cloud 
out of the sky and popped it into your 

mouth. Although whipped cream is 
delicious anytime, it’s an absolute must 
during the fall and winter. Let’s face it: 
A steaming cup of hot chocolate on a 
cold day simply wouldn’t be the same 
without its crown of whipped cream 
slowly melting into the chocolate. And 
after a turkey dinner, can you picture a 
slice of luscious pumpkin pie minus the 
whipped cream? Unimaginable!

My love of whipped cream started 
when I was a child in the early 1950s. 
At that time, whipped cream in aerosol 
cans was relatively new. I remember 
going to my Aunt Lee’s house to play 
with my cousin. My aunt was decorat-
ing the perimeter of a pie with dollops 

of whipped cream. I watched in fasci-
nation as the cream seemed to magi-
cally appear from the can and ended up 
looking like little puffy, white castles. 
My wonderful aunt then filled a teacup 
with whipped cream and handed it to 
me with a spoon. One taste and I was 
hooked for life. And yes, I admit that 
every now and then, I still eat whipped 
cream all by itself, just the way my dear 

Aunt Lee introduced it to me. In fact, 
there’s a can of whipped cream calling 
to me right now.
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Continued on page 26

Selma Rosen and Paddle Tennis
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

Billiards at Casta, Making a Reemergence
By Debra Friedman, photo by Paul Harmon

TacoTober?
Article and photos by Kip Isbell

Casta del Sol residents who play pad-
dle tennis know we have free monthly 

Mexican Fiesta in October? You bet! 
The Casta del Sol Vegetable Garden 
Club put on a taco bar feast to tingle 
everyone’s taste buds. They then 
washed it down with margaritas, beer, 
and wine. Nothing like having a freshly 
made taco from Izzy’s Taco Cart to get 
the appetite satisfied. No one was left 
hungry, just maybe a bit over-stuffed.

DJ Don Stocker was at his finest 
playing the tunes to get everyone in 
the mood, and to the delight of some of 
the ladies, he taught a new line dance. 
What an interactive entertainer!

Sara Henninger’s meal lessons, open court when anyone can 
play, special times during open court 
for varying levels of skill, and a reser-
vation system whereby one can reserve 
a court for a specific day and time.

It wasn’t always like this. Selma 
Rosen, who has lived in Casta for 35 
years, remembers when there was no 
reservation system for the courts. It was 
first come, first able to sign up got to 
play that day. People would come to the 
courts at 6:30 a.m. and wait in their cars 
until signups opened at 7 a.m. At that 
time, you could sign up to play tennis 

Casta Classic Cars – Hard to Top
By Bob Destino, photos by Paul Harmon

This 1955 Ford Thunderbird convert-
ible was purchased by Eddie Paskey in 
2001. Since then, he has restored it and 
added some new features including a 
hard top, a new transmission and power 
windows. He has also rebuilt the 400 

horsepower engine. He has exhibited 
the car at numerous car shows, and has 
used it to transport dignitaries at the 
annual Dana Point Festival of Whales 
parade.

The Billiards 
Room has been 
a staple of Casta 
del Sol for many 
years,  but has 
recently experi-
enced a renais-
sance. Thanks to 
club president, 
Fred Wilmott , 
and others taking 
an active role, the 
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Selma Rosen and Paddle Tennis
Continued from page 24

Billiards at Casta, Making A Reemergence

for one and a half hours and paddle 
tennis for one hour.

Selma and Pat McMannis instituted 
the open court system, whereby play-

Billiards Club is revitalized. Recent 
developments include resurfacing the 
four billiards tables, and the addition 
of fold down snack tables, built by 
the Woodworkers Club. In addition, 
there is now a standardized time, Mon-
day – Friday from 1-3 p.m., to gather 
and play. This midday time generally 
attracts about 10-12 players, although 
the room is open for all residents 
throughout the day. Furthermore, there 
is a renewed effort to attract women 
players. There are approximately 20 
women who have shown an interest in 
taking lessons, practicing, and partak-
ing in club activities.

Billiards has a long and rich history. 
Billiards has been played by royalty, 
commoners, and even hustlers. Cue 
ball games evolved from lawn games, 
similar to croquet in 15th century 
Northern Europe. Also referred to 
as pool, snookers, carom or pocket 
billiards, there are various versions of 
the game.

ers could just show up at certain times 
and be guaranteed to play. She not 
only started free paddle tennis lessons, 
she and her late husband, Sam, taught 
paddle tennis for many years. She 
began paddle tennis tournaments with 
other 55-plus communities: Camarillo, 
Laguna Woods, and Palmia. The lights 
at the paddle tennis courts are a result 
of a garage sale put on by Selma and 
paddle tennis members.

An energetic, busy, and positive 
92-year-old, Selma no longer plays 
paddle tennis. That does not mean she 
sits and watches television. She takes 

classes at the Norman Murray Center, 
writes, is active in her temple, partici-
pates in the Casta Book Club, ARMDI, 
and the Variety Club where she does 
sit-down stand-up comedy and plays 
Mah Jongg.

Selma’s priorities are her family and 
her faith. Those who visit her home see 
this instantly as the walls are covered 
with photos of family members, from 
the present to the past, and Judaic ar-
tifacts. Every Friday, she goes to her 
son’s home where the family gathers 
to celebrate Shabbat.

Casta del Sol is fortunate to have the 
classic 9-foot, high-quality tables, a 
step above those found in most homes, 
bars and “pool halls.” Billiards is one of 
the sports offered at CdS that is acces-
sible for nearly all residents. It is fairly 
easy to learn, is located in a beautiful 
all-weather room, and does not require 
the stamina of many other sports. With 
the need for precision, use of physics 
principals, and strategic maneuvering, 
billiards is another vehicle to keep the 
mind alert and functioning.

Hopes are for the ranks of billiards 
players to grow. Fred and the other 
board members are looking forward to 
having tournaments, demonstrations, 
and more. The first demonstration by a 
renowned woman champion took place 
in October. Both Fred Wilmott and Tim 
McCoy are available for lessons. They 
can demonstrate techniques designed 
for new players to help develop skills. 
If you are looking for an enjoyable 
way to spend time with friends while 
mastering a new sport, billiards may be 
the place for you. 

Continued from page 24
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 

ARON & SON 
Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
23 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

PRIVATE CAREGIVER 
In -home care, personal assistance, errands, appt's. 

12 years exp. Insured. Jeannie (949) 228-4950 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

HOME HEALTHCARE 
Doc appts, assist medication, meal prep., 
errands, light housekeeping & laundry, 

driving. 33 yrs exp. Licensed. References. 
Call Linda: 949-768-4598. Cell: 949-505-3902 

COMFORT HOME CARE  
Short Notice In-Home Care/Companion. 

Errands, Appts. Call Neneth: 949-295-9806 

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER 
Available to assist with daily care, Dr appts, 

cleaning, cooking and errands. Part-time, full- 
time or live-in. • CdS References 

Call:  949/899-7770 

PRIVATE KOREAN CAREGIVER 
Many years of exp. Excellent references. Will 

help with errands, docs appts, meds 
monitoring, light housekeeping, cooking, 

exercise, companionship. Ann: 714-487-1920 
ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
HANDYMAN 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

HANDYMAN - CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

RYAN’S HANDY MAN 
✓ Painting/Drywall 

✓ Kitchen/Bath Upgrades 
✓ Plumbing / Electrical 
✓ Fences/Decks 
✓ Hauling Service 
✓ Fan/Light Fixtures 
30 Years Experience 

“Odd Jobs are my specialty” 
Ryan: 949-293-5691 Lic # B42695 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

ORGANIZING / DE-CLUTTERING 

ORGANIZED BY SAM 
Residential organizing: closet, kitchen, garage. 
De-cluttering, moving in or out preparations. 

Local donation options assistance. 
Call Samantha Thomas: 714-791-7701 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PET CARE 

EXCLUSIVE TO CASTA 
Excellent care of your fabulous feline(s) while 
you are away. Years of experience with cats. 

CDS discount. Refs. Audrey: (949) 813-3421 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


