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Groove-y Night
Article and photos by Kip Isbell

Shop Casta’s Unique Holiday 
Boutique!
Article and photo by Darrelyn Wood

  

President’s
Message
Randy 
Thompson, 
President

The ability 
to use a credit 
card for pay-
ments such as 
transponders, application fees, So-
cial Committee events, and Travel 
Committee trips is finally coming 
to Casta del Sol in October 2019. 
All credit and debit cards will be 
accepted.

In order to use your credit card at 
Casta, you will be required to pay 
a small transaction fee, which will 
be equal to the amount the HOA is 
charged by our bank to process the 
credit card. Many residents have 
been asking for this benefit and 
prefer the convenience of using 
their cards rather than depending 
on a checking account. When we 
use our credit cards in regular 
businesses, the business pays these 
transaction fees because it’s con-
sidered the price of doing business. 
For us at Casta, it’s strictly a con-
venience to our residents and not to 
be a financial burden to the HOA.

The instrument used to take 
your credit or debit card is called 
Square, and will be available only 
at the Rec Ctr 1 office. Also, please 
note that transactions for club fees 
paid by members to their various 
clubs cannot, at this time, use the 
Square card reader. Also, those 
residents who still prefer to use 
their checking account to pay fees 
may certainly continue to do that 
at no additional charges.

To fully appreciate the con-
venience of using your credit or 
debit card, let’s look at it from a 
historical perspective.  Throughout 
time, people have used items, in-
stead of money, to purchase things 
they needed to survive. Bartering 
and trading was the norm. As far 
back as 9,000 B.C. animals were 
used in exchange for goods and 
services. Over the years, currency 

Continued on page 8

Landscape
Notes
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services Coordinator

Tree Maintenance and
Removal

The heavy 
w i n d s  o n e 
night in Jan-
uary caused a 
pine tree to fail 
and damage a 
house in Casta. This caused a flurry 
of calls for arborists to inspect trees. 
Trees that were determined to have 
the potential of causing damage 
to a property have been removed. 
Everyone who loves trees hates to 
see them removed. However, when 
lives and property are in danger, 
there is no choice but to remove 
the trees and plant new ones better 
suited to Casta’s environment. 
Unban reforestation is a term used 
for what is occurring in Casta. The 
Greenbelt Committee has been 
having new trees planted annually 
to maintain the landscape.

Unfortunately, trees must also 
be removed if they are dead or dis-
eased or are too close to each other, 
which is referred to as density. 
Trees lifting sidewalks and patios, 
invading sewer pipes, leaning, or 
infested with bark beetles, are some 
examples of removal situations. 
Trees are examined by certified 
arborists prior to removal. The 
polyphagous shot hole borer and 
fusarium dieback is killing almost 
all species of trees. Sadly, the 
California sycamore is one of the 
trees listed that is being infested. 
Removing trees with the borers as 
soon as possible may help to reduce 
the borer population, but not stop it. 

A recent GPS count by Great 
Scott Tree Service showed a total of 
9,149 trees in Casta. Great Scott is 
under contract with the Association 
to trim trees that are over 25 feet 
in height. They are trimming trees 
in mowing areas 1 and 2 this year. 
Pac West Landscaping prunes all 
trees under 25 feet per their contract 
schedule.

Continued on page 9

Wo w .  T h e 
tennis club 

really knows how 
to throw a party. 
There were 143 
people gathered in 
the firepit area at 
the event, Hot Au-
gust Night, to eat, 
drink and listen to 
the music of the 
OC Groove. This 
nine-piece band 
kept the dance 
area filled with flying feet and elbows 
all evening. The band had a wonderful 
mix of vocals, guitars, keyboards, Continued on page 9

drums, trumpet, trombone, and a 
very sassy saxophone. This was OC 

This communi-
ty event gets 

better every year 
due to the talents 
of Casta’s resident 
ar t isans .  Come 
see and buy these 
unique, handmade 
gifts at Casta’s an-
nual Holiday Bou-
tique, which will 
be held in the Vista 
Room on Friday, 
October 18 and Saturday, October 19 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. both days. Mark 
your calendars and bring your family, 

friends and neighbors. This is a great 
opportunity to purchase one-of-a-kind 

Continued on page 9
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Manager’s
Report
Josh Hodosh, General Manager

Budget Approval Upcoming
At the October 3 

workshop meeting, 
the Budget and Fi-
nance Committee 
plans to recommend 
the 2020 budget to 
the Board of Direc-
tors. The Board recently approved the 
2020 reserve portion of the budget and 
will be receiving the recommended 
operating/capital portion.

If you would like to learn more about 
the budget process and how the com-
mittee came to the figures they will be 
recommending, please plan to attend 
the October Board workshop meeting. 
In November, all residents will receive 
a copy of the approved 2020 budget 
mailing and treasurer’s letter describ-
ing the details of the budget.

Irrigation Controllers
As Bill Thornton, our Landscape 

Coordinator, wrote in a prior Courier 
article, the Signature irrigation system 
controlling our Association irrigation 
was installed around 2002 and has 
worked well for Casta del Sol. But un-
fortunately, the HOA was notified that 
Signature was purchased by Weather-
matic, a company in Texas, and they 
will no longer support our system.

Due to losing our Signature system, 
the HOA has obtained proposals for 
a complete irrigation controller re-
placement for the association, which 
is scheduled in the reserve study for 
2020. Some of the bidders have asked 
if Casta would allow their company 
to install a free demo controller so we 
can see if their irrigation controllers 
fit the association’s needs. The current 
plan is to test the demo sites through 
the end of the year and then interview 
the companies who best fit our needs.

If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact management or attend 
the Greenbelt meeting, October 8 at 9 
a.m. in the Garden Room.

Maintenance
Report
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

2019 Asphalt 
Project

Please be advised that in addition to 
the asphalt construction scheduled in 
2019, we will be re-striping all streets 
in the community this year during the 
first part of October. This will include 
painting the curbs and installing pave-
ment markers. This process will not 
require street closures, but there will be 
areas cordoned off with traffic delinea-
tors and cones. There will be flagmen 
onsite directing traffic, so please be 
patient and follow directions. We will 
do everything we can to assist home-
owners in or around affected areas.

2019 Paint Project Carrying into 
2020

Due to unforeseen and extensive 
weather delays at the start of the year, 
Pilot Painting will only be able to com-
plete 227 of the 327 homes scheduled 
for painting in 2019. This will affect 
100 homes on Barbosa, Pacheco, and 
Borgona which will be rescheduled for 
completion in January through March 
of 2020. The affected homeowners will 
receive notification with a new project-
ed date of completion for their home. 
We apologize for the inconvenience.

As always, if you have questions 
about any maintenance or construction 
projects, please contact Maintenance 
Services by phone or email. We spend 
half of our time in the field, so to en-
sure clarity of your reported issue and 
a quicker response, email is the best 
way to reach us.

Tim Roller,
Maintenance Supervisor,

troller@powerstonepm.com,
455-4671

Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance Coordinator,

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com, 
215-1955

OctOber 2019 CdS Paint Schedule

Ribalta
23481............... 23485 ...................23491 ................ 23495 ................23501
23505............... 23506 ...................23512 ................ 23514 ................23516
23518............... 23522 ...................23524 ................ 23526 ................23531
23535............... 23541 ...................23545 ................ 23551 ................23555
23561............... 23565 ...................23571 ................ 23575 ................23581
23585............... 23591 ...................23595 ................ 23601 ................23605
23661............... 23665 ...................23671 ................ 23672 ................23675
23676

Please refer to section 3.07 of the CC&Rs and 9.0 Exterior Paint of the Ar-
chitectural Rules and Guidelines to understand the homeowner’s responsibility 
for the repair of all wood surfaces of their property prior to the painting of 
the dwelling. Pilot Painting will provide a proposal to make all said repairs, 
but homeowners may use a contractor of their choosing. Be advised that if 
the wood is not repaired and primed at the time of painting, Pilot Painting 
will charge the homeowner directly to come back to the property to touch up 
the repaired area.

Residents may contact Pilot Painting directly at 714-229-5900 or 714-392-
4865 with any questions about painting or repair to the home.

Tim Roller and Ed Pedroncelli

Casta Club and Activities 
Meeting Room Reservations

It’s almost that time of year again for 
the clubs and activities to turn in their 
Room Reservation Forms for 2020. 
This year we will be having the Clubs’ 
Events Meeting on Tuesday, October 
29 at 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room. 
It’s important a representative from 
each club attends and turns in your 
form that day because it will give you 

priority on dates versus the clubs that 
do not show up for this meeting. Also, 
at this meeting we will be going over 
the basics of hosting an event at any 
of the Recreation Facilities. Clubs can 
pick up a letter about the meeting and 
the Room Reservation Form in their 
club folder at the Recreation Office. 
Activities may pick up their Room 
Reservation Form at the Recreation 
Office front desk starting October 1. If 
you have questions, you can email me 
at vhanich@powerstonepm.com.

Valerie Hanich, Recreation Director
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Board Meeting Highlights
September 19, 2019

The following are highlights of reports presented and actions taken.
•  The Board approved a proposed restroom and showers upgrade plan for Rec 

Ctr 1, developed by Phoenix Planning and Construction Services. Following 
this approval, final construction documents can be prepared, and construction 
proposals can be solicited.

•  The Board passed a resolution to accept a policy to allow credit card pay-
ments for Casta del Sol Social Committee events, Travel Committee trips, 
transponders and architectural application fees. All processing fees will be 
paid by the Association except for overnight travel trips.

•  Treasurer Bill Swift’s report and comments were accepted. (See report on 
this page.)

•  General Manager Josh Hodosh reported 66 homes were delinquent as of 
August 31 for a total amount of $66,299, that 11 liens have been filed and 
that 71% of the total dollar amount is in the process of collection. One new 
lien of $1,520 was approved.

•  Josh also said that a study is underway to determine resident gate usage by 
gate and time of day. The results will be published for all residents.

•  The Board approved resolutions to repair 68 feet of fencing damaged by a 
fallen tree at a cost of $3,740; to approve an invoice for $8,327 from Santa 
Margarita Plumbing to repair common area tree root damage; to renew our 
workers compensation insurance at an annual cost of $364; to renew our 
retainer agreement with the Law Offices of Hickey & Associates; and to 
make our annual contribution of $1,927 to the Community Associations 
Institute legislative arm, which advocates in Sacramento on behalf of Cali-
fornia community associations. The Board also approved the proposed 2020 
Travel Committee trip schedule.

•  Maintenance Services Supervisor Tim Roller reported that 100 homes sched-
uled to be painted this year will actually be painted during the first quarter 
of 2020 due to earlier weather delays, and that new locked timers have been 
installed on the barbeques at Rec Ctr 1.

•  Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton reported the removal of a 
eucalyptus tree on Granados that fell as a result of root rot, and that the final 
inspection by Municipal  Water District of Orange County of this year’s lawn 
rebate program has been completed and will be followed by a rebate to CdS 
of $3 per square foot of replanting.

•  Traffic Committee Co-Chair Nancy Cunningham reported that the committee 
is researching cameras with the capability to read license plates for all gates.

•  BoD member David Ankeny presented the Greenbelt Committee report. Five 
companies have installed sample irrigation controllers for test purposes, and 
four companies are making proposals for new rodent traps. Due to budget 
shortages, Greenbelt has placed all future planning on hold until January.

•  Facilities Committee Co-Chair Bryan Spafford reported the asphalt project 
is proceeding well and on schedule, and that the contractor has been very 
helpful to residents as needed.

•  Budget & Finance Committee Chair Lisa Shoemaker reported that the 2020 
proposed budget is being reviewed due to planned increases in Santa Mar-
garita Water District water rates.

•  Election Committee Chair Bill Burfeind presented an update on the status 
of California bill SB323 and some of its implications for future Casta del 
Sol election procedures. The governor has not yet signed the bill.

•  Courier Chair Fran Morgan reported that rewriting of the Courier Guidelines 
is nearing completion.

•  A member of the Lapidary Club presented his concern regarding the club’s 
status following construction of the new restrooms at Rec Ctr 1.

•  Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich reported that an electronic bingo 
system has been purchased for club use in Casta.
The next regular meeting will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, October 17 in the 

Vista Room. The next Board workshop meeting will be at 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
October 3  in the Vista Room.

Bob Destino
Courier Committee Member

August Treasurer’s Report
September 19, 2019

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
August 31, 2019 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:
  Income from Operations  ................................................  $6,022,292.05
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $13,173.08
  Expenditures (Before Reserves) .....................................  $4,322,145.14
  Total Surplus (Current Year)  ..............................................  $66,992.77
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and
   Bills and Checking Accounts  .......................  $1,326,222.84

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:
  Income from HOA  .........................................................  $1,560,000.00
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $72,967.79
  Expenditures  ..................................................................  $1,172,897.06
  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $2,651,350.00
  Contingency  ......................................................................  $150,000.00
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   Treasury Notes and Bills  ..............................  $5,412,077.74

 C. Capital Fund Balance:
  Beginning Balance  ..............................................................  $59,456.00
  Interest Earned  .........................................................................  $186.35
  Expenses   .....................................................................................  $0.00
  Balance   ............................................................................. $59,642.35

 D. HOA ASSETS:
  Total Assets  ....................................................................  $6,911,471.05

Treasurer’s comments:
During the month of August, we realized a decrease in our net surplus from 

$165,590 to $66,992. The majority of this decrease was caused by overspending 
in both accounts Tree Removal and Tree Planting of $66,189. We anticipate 
future expenses from these two accounts for the remainder of the year to be 
minimal. There is some good news on the horizon. Even with the overspending 
of these two accounts, we still predict an annual net surplus of +$23,281.

Performance for Eight Months of 2019 (Year to Date)
 Expense Area Budget $ Expense $ Surplus/(Loss)$

Land Maintenance 1,852,998 1,907,302 (54,303)

Recreation/Life 253,884 246,536 7,348

Repair & Maint. 186,247 193,282 (7,035)

Traffic Control 472,197 504,990 (32,793)

Utilities 796,921 717,667 79,253

General & Admin 750,031 752,386 (2,337)

There were no investment activities that occurred in August:

• CDs Matured:
 Operations: None

 Reserves: None

• CDs Purchased:
 Operations: None

 Reserves: None

Financial Statement:
Upon motion duly made and seconded on September 19, 2019, the Board 

approved the August 31, 2019 financial statement, this treasurer’s report, and 
ratifies the review by the individual Board members, as well as all transfers of 
funds made in this period and reflected in the financial statement.

Respectfully submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer
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Join Us In Welcoming
Our New Residents

OctOber 2019
Bivona, Josie & Mark .................... Unlisted .........................(708) 990-5003
 Orland Park, CA
Carroll, Michael & Lourdes ........... 24004 Delantal ..............(714) 624-6561
 Anaheim, CA
Conrad, Darrell & Pam .................. 27695 Via Turina ................... 933-4985
 Mission Viejo, CA
Farris, Donna .................................. Unlisted .................................. 378-6158
 Aliso Viejo, CA
Goddard, David & Mary ................ 28264 Borgona .........................Unlisted
 San Juan Capistrano, CA
Hanson, Sherry ............................... 27807 Espinoza .............(714) 745-8365
 Trabuco Canyon, CA
Hougland, Blake & Karen .............. 27663 Via Granados ............... 636-5537
 Mission Viejo, CA
Johnson, Christine .......................... 23951 Via Maragall .................Unlisted
 Trabuco Canyon, CA
Marquez, Richard & Eleanor ......... 28385 Borgona .........................Unlisted
 Aliso Viejo, CA
Nelson, Kyle & Peggy ................... 27716 Via Granados ............... 709-8992
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA
Robertson, Karen & Richard .......... 23671 Via Garfias .................. 584-6487
 Mission Viejo, CA
Shiroma, Scott & Marion ............... 28186 Via Chocano .......(714) 488-3393
 Brea, CA
Tonjes, Marianne ........................... 28358 Alava .............................Unlisted
 Huntington Beach, CA
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This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another broker.  
Surterre Properties® DRE#01778230

DRE#01362392 · DRE#01434016 · DRE#02065940

…which means that the holidays are right 
around the corner.

If you are looking to spend the season 
in a new home, call anytime for more 
information on our current market. 

Want to talk about real estate? 
We’ll buy lunch. 

The Yaruss Group, top-producing 
real estate agents serving Casta Del Sol. 

We Love Our Casta Del Sol 
Friends & Family

Join us for our monthly ARMDI events. 
Contact Jaye for details.

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com

JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com
ARI MONTANARI · 949.999.4823 · Ari@TheYarussGroup.com 

FULL
SWING

FALL IS IN
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22772 Centre Drive, Suite 130
Lake Forest, CA 92630 | FD 2241

(949) 382-7782
PacificCremationSociety.com

Request your FREE
Personal
Planning
Guide:
(949) 382-7782

Planning gives your family:  
P rotect your family and your investment

E ase the burden on your family

A ssured price guarantee

C ompassionate professional care

E xtended travel & relocation plan

Take the Plunge,
Plan Ahead Today

President’s Message
Continued from page 1

has taken some truly odd shapes, from 
cowrie shells, bronze and copper im-
itation cowrie shells, gold and silver 
nuggets, to Chinese deerskin notes and 
Native American stringed wampum 
beads. As you might guess, many of the 
aforementioned items would be quite 
cumbersome to carry around town, 
hence the creation of currency.

As people started moving across our 
country in the 1800s, credit became 
much more important.  It was not safe 
to carry large amounts of currency or 
gold as one moved from East to West. 
Credit cards made their first appearance 
in the early 1900s when individual 
department stores issued cards to their 
regular customers for use only in their 
store. Bank issued credit cards appeared 
in 1946, but again, they were only for 
local purchases by their customers. 
The first time we got a credit card that 
was in wide use was in 1950 with the 
Diners Club Card which was mainly 
intended for use while traveling. The 
Diners Club Card had about 20,000 
cardholders by 1951. The glory of this 
card was that you could use it as cur-
rency during any given month as long 
as you paid the balance in full at the 
end of each month. After the success 

of these cards, the American Express 
Card came on the scene in 1958 which 
could be used internationally. Finally, 
Bank of America cards became popu-
lar, and soon all banks had jumped on 
the bandwagon.

Fast forward to today and there are 
literally hundreds of options when 
it comes to the credit cards you can 
obtain. They are convenient to use 
and easy to carry around. Also, they 
are safer than carrying large sums 
of cash, offer revolving credit and, 
if you play your cards right, you can 
purchase items with the bank’s money 
throughout the month and pay them 
off at month’s end without incurring 
any interest.

So, maybe Casta is a few years behind 
the rest of the world, but beginning in 
October, we will begin to catch up.

Thanks for your time and see you 
here next month.

Medical Alert
Residents and their guests can-
not park in cul-de-sacs with no 
sidewalks per Casta del Sol rules. 
Medical, fire and other emergen-
cy vehicles need easy and close 
access to the home with a medical 
emergency.
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Landscape Notes
Continued from page 1

Shop Casta’s Unique
Holiday Boutque!
Continued from page 1

Groove-y Night
Continued from page 1

Ideally, all trees will be pruned ev-
ery three to five years. The trimming 
schedule is dependent on the species 
and growth habits, so some trees will 
require pruning more often than others. 
The selection of trees to be pruned will 
be determined by arborists for health 
and safety. Trees are pruned per the 
International Society of Arborists 
guidelines and the Casta contracts.

For more information on tree care and 
management in Casta, see pages 65-66 
in the Casta phone book.

Groove’s first Casta del Sol appear-
ance, and they certainly made a mem-
orable impression to all within earshot.

Wood Ranch Grill provided the very 
tasty eats, and there was plenty of wine, 
beer, margaritas and sodas to keep 
everyone happy.

The club’s social director, Jodie 
Trainor, is to be commended for pro-
curing such talented and energetic 
entertainment to CdS. This was the 
second outstanding band the club has 
brought to Casta in the last year. Club 
President Charlie Nobile has fulfilled 
his position as leader of this thriving 
club in a very positive way. We want 
more!

gifts. There will also be a fine assort-
ment of pastries for sale and festive 
music.

This event is hosted by the Casta del 
Sol Ceramics Club. Casta artisans may 
sign up to sell and select a table starting 
September 27 at the Recreation Center 
1 Office. For more information, contact 
Shelly Lethiot at 533-3316.

You Can Help
Reduce Street Damage

The association spends a signif-
icant amount on asphalt paving 
each year. If you live on a straight 
cul-de-sac, you and your neighbors 
can help reduce street damage by 
putting all trash cans on ONE side 
of the street for pick up.
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Greenbelt
The Greenbelt Committee (GBC) has 

completed our SMWD ( Santa Margari-
ta Water District) rebate project on Ali-
cia near Guard Gate #4. Another part 
of this project is the corner of Marin 
and Valdez with a water diversion fea-
ture, plus new plantings on Chocano, 
Bonalde, Cernuda, Marin, Arriaga, and 
Maragall. This project is the replace-
ment of turf areas with drought-tolerant 
shrubbery and groundcover required 
by the SMWD, thus saving on water 
and maintenance cost to Casta del Sol 
in the future.

Our operational budget (GBC por-
tion) for 2020 is pending acceptance by 
the HOA Board of Directors. Areas of 
concern for next year are our contracts 
with increases in all materials and labor 
and the increase in dying, dead, and 
diseased trees, along with increases 
in sewer damage from some existing 
trees. This is tracked under the line item 
for tree removal costs.

If you notice any items that need 
our attention, please do not hesitate 
to call PWLC 1 at 583-2705 and ask 
for an LMR (Landscape Maintenance 
Request). They will be happy to fol-
low-up with you regarding any issue. 
All LMRs are entered into the com-
puter and addressed on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

The GBC meets on the second Tues-
day of every month at 9 a.m. in the Gar-
den Room. All residents are invited to 
join in and bring any questions or ideas 
to help our community go forward in 
the future.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013
David Ankeny, Board Liaison

Continued on page 12

Facilities
September was a very busy month for 

the 2019 Asphalt Project. Even though 
completion is scheduled for September 
30, we may have some carryover into 
October with our punch list for our final 
completion certificate from GMU and 
Mission Paving.

The 2019 October painting schedule 
is printed in the Courier with streets 
and addresses of the homes to be 
painted. If your home is on this list to 
be painted and you have any questions, 
please call Pilot Painting directly at 
(714) 229-5900 or (714) 392-4865.

The Rec Ctr 1 restroom project is 
still in the structural engineering phase. 
Facilities is awaiting further direction 
from the Board of Directors. We hope 
to have architectural drawings and city 
permits soon. As the project moves 
forward, we will communicate the 
details to our residents as they become 
available. Please attend our meetings 
for further updates and details.

The BoD awarded a contract to Phoe-
nix Planning and authorized them to 
develop and propose a plan for all Rec 
Ctr 1 buildings and their usage. This 
will provide the Board with needed 
information on how best to utilize all 
Rec Ctr 1 buildings.

All projects are complex and we en-
courage interested residents to attend 
our monthly Facilities meetings. Your 
input is always welcome and appre-
ciated. The next Facilities meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, August 22, at 
9 a.m. in the Garden Room.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison

CC&Rs
The CC&R Committee met on Au-

gust 29 with Vicki Slawson, Architec-
tural Co-Chair, and Ed Pedroncelli, 
Maintenance Coordinator, to review 
and discuss draft amendments to 
CC&Rs Article VIII, Architectural 
Committee. The review included a po-
tential restructuring of the nine current 
Article VIII Sections for a more logical 
alignment, changes to add language 
covering architectural actions pro-
cessed by the Board of Directors and 
amended wording to better describe 
Architectural Committee actions and 
the use of the Architectural Standards 
and Guidelines.

The results of this meeting will be an 
updated draft of amendments to Article 
VIII that will be reviewed with the full 
Architectural Committee for their ap-
proval before proceeding to Board and/

Library
At our last meeting, the committee 

discussed the status report on our 
latest project, the additional pull-out 
drawers as approved by the Facilities 
Committee and the Board of Directors. 
The company whose bid was accepted 
cannot do the job after all. The Wood-
workers Club offered to do the job 
themselves, asking for only the cost 
of the materials and a small donation 
to the club. The Library Committee 
unanimously agreed to have the wood-
workers do a sample shelf to see if it 
would work.

The committee also voted to elimi-
nate two programs that were not being 
utilized by residents: the home-bound 
delivery service and the in-house 
games programs. The donated games 
will be offered for free at the New-
comers Luncheon. Three other projects 

Architectural
The Architectural Committee is a 

small committed group of resident 
members who have a high interest in 
maintaining a well-groomed commu-
nity. We consider style, color, décor, 
and other items falling within the Rules 
and Guidelines in our phone book. Be-
fore asking questions, please read the 
applicable R&G section. Our purpose 
is to have an HOA with homes at their 
best value.

For several months during 2019, staff 
has been photographing the exteriors of 
homes for the purpose of future chang-
es to exterior features. These photos 
will help in several ways including 
during escrow.

As the weather cools, the committee 
will be looking at the foundation areas 
as viewed from the street. Of consid-
eration will be the number of items, 
weeds, dead plants, and how well all is 
maintained. Since school is in session, 
why not give your foundation a grade 
from A to F and then go from there? 
This note is to encourage you to take 
action before an inspector asks that 
something be done.

Anyone with an interest in working 
on this committee may wish to fill out 
the volunteer form at Rec Ctr 1. There 
is a fair amount of walking and note 
taking as well as working with others 
on the team. Call a co-chair for a chat. 
Meetings are on the first Tuesday of the 
month in the Garden Room and begin 
at 1 p.m. Guests are always welcome.

Vicki Slawson, Co-Chair,
925-513-4956

Bill Stetzel, Co-Chair, 728-8029
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

or legal reviews and then (hopefully) 
placed on the 2020 Ballot for member 
approval.

Next, the CC&R Committee will re-
turn to work on potential amendments 
to Article IX, Funds and Assessments. 
The draft amendments in process will 
better describe the actual funds used 
by the Association and will probably 
require some new definitions and 
potential amendments to Article III, 
General Restrictions, in all the sections 
covering types of maintenance.

The next Committee meeting will 
depend on the availability of members 
of the Budget and Finance Committee 
to review Article IX.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison

were discussed and tabled for further 
research: whether to subscribe to the 
local newspaper; whether to track do-
nated reading material; and whether 
to modernize the library by going to a 
scanner system.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:

Bitter Roots, C. J. Box

Chances Are, Richard Russo

Lady in the Lake, Laura Lippman

Never Have I Ever, Joshilyn Jackson

One Good Deed, David Baldacci

Outfox, Sandra Brown

Sapiens, Yuval Noah Harari

The Beekeeper of Aleppo,
 Christy Lefteri

The Lager Queen of Minnesota,
 J. Ryan Stradal

The Last Good Guy,

 T. Jefferson Parker

The Turn of the Key, Ruth Ware

The Whisper Man, Alex North

Things You Save in a Fire,
 Katherine Center

Large Print:

A Dangerous Man, Robert Crais

A Vineyard Summer, Jean Stone

An Ocean of Minutes, Thea Lim

Labyrinth, Catherine Coulter

Life, Love, and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness, Sandra Hill

Riding Shotgun,
  William W. Johnstone & J. A. John-

stone

Rules for Visiting,
 Jessica Frances Kane

Summer on Mirror Lake, JoAnn Rose

Temptation’s Darling, Joanna Lindsay

The Cactus, Sarah Haywood

Audio Books:

In the Country of Women,
 Susan Straight

The Russian Account, Stephen Coonts 
Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

Reserve Study
After the joint meeting with the 

Board of Directors, the Committee’s/
Board’s Reserve Study data was given 
to our Reserve Analyst, Sean Andersen. 
Sean entered all the data into his com-
puter program and created the proposed 
2020 Reserve Study. He issued the 
study to the Association in late August. 
The study was officially examined and 
approved at the September Board meet-
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23442 El Toro Road Bldg 2, Lake Forest, CA 92630 | www.freedomvillage.org

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing

Assisted Living
• 24/7 licensed nurse on-site
• Medication management
• Life enrichment activities
• Gourmet dining options
• Affordable all-inclusive monthly fee
• Spacious Suites Available

Skilled Nursing
Our goal is to support your loved 
ones to a speedy recovery and re-gain 
their independence!
• Life enrichment programs
• On-site professional rehab team
• Gourmet dining options
• 5 Star Medicare rated

Your Loved One...
Deserves the Best!

Lic. #300606831 COA 143

FOLLOW US ON:

(949) 472-4733

Experience The
Freedom Village Difference!

Awarded by
US News &

World Report
Best Nursing Home

in California
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Reserve Study
Continued from page 10

Traffic
Good news: most Casta del Sol resi-

Travel
Only a couple more trips are left for 

2019 and, as a lot of you already know, 
we have an exciting schedule set for 
2020. The travel team and Bree from 
Good Times Travel have put a lot of 

TRAVEL COMMITTEE

Candlelight Pavilion The Bells of Christmas

Saturday, December 14

Price: $134 (includes all tax and gratuities)

Lunch: Each guest has an entrée choice upon arrival 

Departure: 10 a.m. - Return 5 p.m.

Signup Begins: Wednesday, October 9 at 8:30 a.m.

Events with Signups Underway:
Big Bear Oktoberfest

Sunday, October 20

Price: $129 (includes all tax and gratuities)

Lunch: Included 

Departure: 8 a.m. – Return: 6 p.m.

Signup Began: Wednesday, August 7

Viejas Casino and Resort

Thursday, November 12

Price: $20 (Includes bus driver gratuity)

Lunch: On your own

Departure: 9 a.m. - Return: 6 p.m.

Signup Began: Wednesday, September 26

OctOber 2019 Let’s GO traveLinG

ings. The data will guide maintenance 
and construction work for 2020 as well 
as the assessment increase included in 
the 2020 budget deliberations by the 
Budget and Finance Committee.

Arthur Rosen, Chair, 454-8762
Bill Swift, Liaison

Social
The members of the Social Commit-

tee would like to thank everyone who 
attended our events during 2019. The 
Social Committee looks forward to 
planning our events to please you and 
trusts that you will enjoy the events as 
much as we do. We enjoy entertaining 
our neighbors and friends with a great 
social event schedule.

No events are planned for October, 

but we are planning ahead. Holiday 
tree trimming is not too far away with 
thoughts and plans for a joyous holiday 
season.

Valerie is thinking of adding movie 
days; the first tentative date is October 
24. Valerie will alert us to the time 
and movie title to be presented in the 
remodeled Vista Room’s big screen.

We would like to add members to 
our committee so if you like to plan 
social events for enjoyment, fun and 
celebration, please come join us. We 
would like having you serve with us 
on the Social Committee.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
David Ankeny, Liaison

dents have completed the age verifica-
tion process and acquired the vehicle 
transponder stickers. Residents who 
have not completed age verification 
and acquired the transponder stickers 
should stop by Rec Ctr 1.

Please note the following regarding 
residents and guests entering CdS: 1) 
Residents may contact any gate to add 
guests. Be patient when calling the 
gates as attendants may be process-
ing visitors; 2) If you are expecting 
more than three guests, we ask you to 
prepare a list of guests noting the date 
and time of arrival, and take that list to 
any gate attendant for computer entry; 
3) Residents can add guests, vendors 
or contractors without contacting the 
gates. Access is easy by going to www.
dwellinglive.com. If you want further 

information, contact Rec Ctr 1; 4) Res-
idents with transponder stickers should 
be entering through the resident lane. 
Contact Rec Ctr 1 on issues associated 
with a transponder sticker; 5) Tran-
sponder stickers for FasTrak cannot 
be placed next to the CdS transponder 
sticker. When placed too close, the 
barrier arm may not go up. If this is 
happening, go to Rec Ctr 1 to get the 
issue checked out.

Residents are invited to Traffic Com-
mittee meetings on the first Monday 
of the month at 9 a.m. in the Garden 
Room. There is time at the start of the 
meeting for residents to share on traffic 
related items.

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562 

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

effort into making this our best year for 
travel. We only have ten trips planned 
for 2020. By doing this we hope to 
generate more resident participation. 
We are planning to publish our final 
2020 travel schedule in the December 
Courier.

Our final signup and trip for 2019 
is Candlelight Pavilion The Bells of 
Christmas, Saturday, December 14. 
This is always an enjoyable afternoon 
with a wonderful lunch that includes a 
glass of champagne. Dessert is usually 
something yummy.

Please don’t forget: all trip signups 
are now starting at 8:30 a.m. at Rec 
Ctr 1 on whatever days the Travel 
Committee selects.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Ron Foglesong, Liaison

Meals On Wheels
Meals on Wheels is available five days a week, Monday-Friday, or three days 
a week Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Delivery is made between 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. each day. Call 470-3063 to register.
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Baby Boomers
The Baby Boomers will present a 

Harvest Moon themed party on October 
5. We will be dancing to the soulful 
sounds of Steve Dudek, a one-man 
phenomenon. He received rave reviews 
when he performed last year. Be pre-
pared for all the fun and flair of Baby 
Boomers parties. The festivities start at 
6 p.m. in the Vista Room.

The catered dinner by Jolanda’s, 
will include meatloaf, roasted chicken, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, cranber-
ry mold, Caesar salad and berry crum-
ble for dessert, the kind of comfort food 
you know and love. You are welcome 
to BYOB. Prices are $22 for members 
and $25 for non-members. Signups 
take place until October 2.

Mark your calendars for future events 
including Everything on the Pizza Ex-
cept Anchovies on November 2, and a 
Holiday Party on December 7. Parties 
feature live music, delicious food, 
dancing, and raffles.

For information contact Cathy John-
son at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Bible Study
Any resident of Casta del Sol or 

any guest who has an interest in par-
ticipating in the study of the Bible is 
welcome to join us. This is an active 
group of folks from different church-
es. Our studies are varied, but always 
Bible-oriented. We examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but al-
ways keep the discussion on topic and 
from the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 

Billiards
Tuesday, October 15, 4 to 5 p.m. 

Hold that time slot open. As part of 
our effort to make our Billiards Room 
a more important and welcoming part 
of our community, the Billiards Club 
has arranged for a professional bil-
liards Hall of Fame champion to visit 
Casta and give us a demonstration and 
lesson. If you’ve never seen a truly 
talented billiards player, you’re in for 
a treat. Robin Dodson was California 
Woman’s Champion three years in a 
row. She holds four World Billiards 
Championship titles and has won 27 
professional tournament titles. It will 
be an entertaining and exciting pro-
gram. Watch for more announcements 
and Eblasts for details.

Billiards Fun Fact – The term pool-
room now means a place where bil-
liards is played, but in the 19th century, 
a poolroom was a betting parlor for 
horse racing. Billiard tables were in-
stalled, so patrons could pass the time 
between races.
Fred Wilmott, BilliardsCdS@cox.net

Bridge
Monday ...................... Rubber Bridge

 11:30 to 3 p.m.

 Host:

 Michael Gormley ...........586-1948

Continued on page 17

Our Trees and Grass
I am so concerned about the many 

trees being removed in Casta, and our 
agreement with the water companies 
to exchange grass in domestic-wa-
tered areas for drought-tolerant plants 
- we’re not in a drought. Many of us 
bought here because of the park-like 
surroundings. Trees are necessary for 
our and the earth’s existence. I under-
stand the plumbing and sidewalk issues 
but doubt the removal for disease. All 
of us have potentially cancerous cells 
circulating in our blood and some are 
dealing with stage 1-2 cancer. Should 
we be euthanized? At what stage do 
these diseased trees need to be eutha-
nized? Are they a threat? Can they live 
with their disease?

We have removed the grass and two 
healthy trees (per Ron Ryan, Greenbelt 
Committee chair) at Marin and Calle 
Valdes for dry-creek-bed landscaping 
per agreement with Municipal Water 
District of Orange County and Santa 
Margarita Water District. Since Casta 
is receiving a rebate of $105,921 for 
removing 35,307 square feet of grass, 
is this a conflict of interest? Do we need 
the money for our budget? Could this 
be an ongoing temptation?

By Courier rules, I must give an alter-
native to this program. Here it is: Just 
don’t do it! Please speak up if you care.

Jo Steciuk

Note: The care and maintenance of the 
over 9,000 trees in Casta is the respon-
sibility of the Greenbelt Committee and 

Landscape Services Coordinator Bill 
Thornton, who is a certified arborist. 
Bill and the committee write reports in 
each issue of the Courier about proj-
ects that are in process and planned. 
See Bill’s report on page one of this 
issue focusing on trees. Also check 
the Association’s Tree Management 
Policy adopted by the Board in 2010 
to understand the specific guidelines 
for the preservation and maintenance 
of all trees in Casta.

Dog Rules
I have been a dog lover all my life; 

my dog is my best friend. Being a dog 
owner carries responsibilities with it, 
and one of those responsibilities is to 
pick up after your dog when walking 
in the common area. I have observed 

that some residents of the community 
do not do that and leave dog feces in 
the common area. This is an unlawful, 
unhealthy, unneighborly and disgusting 
habit. I would suggest the CdS Board 
enforce the rule specifically prohibiting 
this behavior and fine offenders for 
violations.

James Barnes

Note: The fine for failure to clean up 
after a pet is $100 for the first offense. 
(See Pet Regulations on page 92 in 
the Casta phone directory.) However, 
since the Association does not have a 
dog patrol service, violations must be 
reported to the office on a customer ser-
vice request form. Reported offenders 
are invited to a hearing with the Board.

Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
for study and prayer. Come and join us 
as we sing the old hymns.

We are a no-dues club. All are wel-
come. For more information, please 
contact Fred Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Tuesday .................. Duplicate Bridge

 12 to 4 p.m.

 Info:

 Tim McCoy .......... (805) 456-9266

2nd & 4th Saturdays ... Rubber Bridge

 6:30 to 10 p.m.

 Coordinator:

 Barbara Kroe ..................472-6465

Players contribute $1 for awards

Stay Sharp! Play Bridge!

The Casta del Sol bridge players 
seek individuals for rubber bridge on 
Mondays at 11:30 a.m. It is first-come, 
first-served so players should get there 
early to assure they get a spot. We are 
also seeking unsanctioned duplicate 
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October
2019
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2019

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com

 17 16

 25 24 23 22 21
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 15 14  19

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - October 2019

*Aerobics  ......................M,W, 8 a.m., V;
*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....M,W, 1 p.m., V;
 T,TH, 8 a.m., V
*Pilates  .........................M,W,F, 9 a.m., V
*Yoga .............................W, 5:20 p.m., G
Bible Study ....................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 7-8 p.m., BC
Bunco 1..........................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ...............4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ................ M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
                                        W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12 p.m., F

Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, G

10 a.m. Welcome, G 

 12  7   9

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                         Luncheon, V

  1 p.m. Canine
              Companion, LBP
 5:30 p.m. Tennis Club
                           Event, V

  8

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G 

Hand & Foot ......................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 S, 6:30 p.m., H;
 1st, M 5 p.m., G
Jewelry Class ................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Line Dancing ..................T, 4 p.m., V
Mah Jongg .................... M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 p.m., H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train.................F, 6 p.m., F
Paddle Tennis .................M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Party Bridge ...................M, 11:30 a.m., F;
 2nd & 4th S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball .......................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 a.m., V;
 M, 6 p.m., V; W, 6 p.m., G

Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker .............................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies ..................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting ..........................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams ......T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis (Open) .................T,TH, 7 p.m.; S, 8-10 a.m., TC
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 12 p.m.. – 2:30 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  9:30 a.m. Heritage
                             Garden, H
  1 p.m. CdS BoD, V  4 p.m. Democratic, F

  5:30 p.m. Men’s Golf
                          Dinner, V

  9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
      Ceramics Boutique, V
  9:30 a.m. Travel, G
10 a.m. Architectural, F

  5 p.m. Veggie Garden
                              Event, P1

 5

  6 p.m. Baby Boomers, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, G
  7 p.m. Bocce Ball, F

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Meetings & events

  6

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

 10

  6 p.m. Italian/American
                           Event, V

  9 a.m. Veggie Garden, G
  6 p.m.  Military Vets, F

12 p.m. Fishing Club, G

 26

  9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
        Ceramics Boutique, V

  9 a.m. Facilities, G
  1 p.m. Free Afternoon
                                Movie, V
  6 p.m. Singles Group, G

 27

  3
  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                    Workshop, V
  1 p.m. Singles Group, H
  5 p.m. LB Open
                      House, LBP
  7 p.m. Republican, G

  4

10 a.m. Social, G
10 a.m. Architectural, F

 13

 20

  2

10 a.m. Library, G

  1

10:15 a.m. Greenbelt
                         Master, G
  1 p.m. Architectural, G

 18

 28  31 30 29

10:30 a.m. Courier
                        Stuffing,

Halloween
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Casta del Sol Hoedown
By Sara Henninger, photos by Fran Morgan

On August 17, the Social Commit-
tee put on another great event for 

our community. Residents gathered 
around the pool area at Rec Ctr 1. Many 
people were in country attire with blue 
jeans, hats and boots. It was a hot night, 
but what else is new for us at this time 
of year?

Doug Houston was the D.J. and he 
sang along with every song. Several 
people danced and when Doug played 
a line dance, the floor filled up with 
people. Doug joined the group for some 
good old boot skootin. Line dancing 

is something this community loves to 
do, and Barbara Harris has started up 
her free line dance classes, which are 
offered on Tuesdays. Check the sand-
wich board for more details.

The hoedown was catered by Jolan-
da’s and included such favorites as ribs, 
chicken, beans, coleslaw, fruit, and 
apple pie with ice cream for dessert.

These types of events are made avail-
able to us by the Social Committee, and 
we must do our best to take advantage 
of a great night out. So, watch your 
Courier throughout the year.

(left to right) Rosalie Molloy, Brian Malloy, and Irene Westerman

D.J. Doug Houston with
Recreation Director Valerie Hanich

Judy and Steve Deering
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Continued on page 18

Lapidary And Jewelry 
Making

I tend to focus on our groups’ Lap-
idary Club information and updates. 
But there is another related group I feel 
creates just as much excitement. The 
Jewelry Making Club is a very active 
part of the Lapidary Club. There are a 
few craft stores in Mission Viejo that 
offer a large selection of items for jew-
elry making. However, you can learn 
basic jewelry making by taking your 
old jewelry and giving it a new look. 
You may have a knack and want to do 
your own creation. Or we will be happy 
to get you started.

Feel free to stop in on Fridays from 
1 to 4 p.m. As always, Lapidary wel-
comes all on Mondays from 9 a.m. until 
noon. We all have such a good time and 
enjoy each other a great deal.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

Las Damas
The signup deadline for our October 

9 Halloween luncheon is Sunday, Octo-
ber 6. Members are $18 and non-mem-
bers are $20. Please sign up if you have 
not already done so. We have a great 
new singer/musician, Keith Foelsch, 
who you are sure to enjoy.

Our membership drive for this club 

Bridge
Continued from page 13

bridge teams for Tuesdays at noon. All 
groups meet in the Fiesta Room at Rec 
Ctr 1. Please let us know if you can be 
a substitute rubber or duplicate bridge 
player by calling one of the numbers 
above.

If you are new to CdS or haven’t 
played bridge for years, check us out 
by calling one of us or emailing me for 
information.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

Crafts For Charity
The Crafts for Charity ladies are busy 

with holiday projects for the residents 
of Laura’s House, a shelter for victims 
of domestic violence. We are also 
making holiday tray favors for Meals 

Ceramics
Signups are now open for the Annual 

Holiday Boutique slated for Friday 
and Saturday, October 18 and 19 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tables may be rent-
ed through the Rec Ctr 1 office. The 
boutique is open to residents selling 
personally handmade items. Hurry 
to reserve a table as they go quickly. 
Ceramics Club members are reminded 
to sign up to work at the boutique and 
to bring homemade baked goods for 
the sale.

There will be no class taught in Oc-
tober due to the boutique. Our mem-
bers enjoyed the staining class taught 
by Shelly Lethiot in September and 
many new pieces were created using 
the staining technique. Thanks, Shelly.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

Canine Companions
The Canine Companions are always 

looking for new members. We meet 
once a month at the Lawn Bowling 
Pavilion for lunch. Our next event, the 
Halloween Party Doggie Dress Up, will 
be on Saturday, October 12 from 1 to 3 
p.m. Our first-place prize is a free dog 
checkup at Olympiad Animal Hospital 
in the Albertsons Center. Make sure 
you dress up your dog.

Our annual Christmas Party is at the 
Claim Jumper Restaurant (27845 Santa 
Margarita Parkway, Mission Viejo) on 
Wednesday December 4 at 5:30 p.m. 
The signup sheet will be in the Rec Ctr 
1 office from November 1 to November 
30. Please make a check out to Linda 
Brockmiller for $10 per person to hold 
your reservation. Also, please bring a 
gift per couple costing less than $10 for 
our gift exchange.

Fred Rowen, 714-743-0612

Cribbage
New Residents: Tired after a day’s 

work? Tired after days of unpacking? 
Cannot make daytime events? Need to 
unwind in the evenings? Want to begin 
social interactions with established 
Casta residents? If any of the above is 
true, the solution is before you: Crib-
bage on Thursday nights! 

We play one-on-one, with three play-
ers, and partners with four players. Les-
sons for the game can be arranged by 
contacting Wayne Block. The games 
are on Thursday nights in the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 6:30 p.m. until 
approximately 8:45 p.m. Stop by and 
introduce yourself!

Hone your mathematics skills so that 
you can show your grandchildren how 
well you can count to 15, and really 
impress them by continuing to 31.  

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

on Wheels recipients in Mission Viejo.

If you would like to be part of the fun 
and make new friends, join us on the 
first and third Wednesday (October 2 
and 16) from 10 to 11:55 a.m. in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. After-
ward, many of us meet at a nearby 
eatery for a no-host lunch. There are 
no dues for membership. All project 
materials are supplied.

Thank you to our Casta residents who 
have so generously donated items they 
make, as well as materials they no lon-
ger need, to help defray costs. We are 
still in need of holiday greens and or-
namental items suitable for small table 
centerpieces. Please contact Marlene 
Kazen, 916-5044, for details.

Jessica Hollowell, 310-480-9093

Democratic
The October meeting for the Casta 

Dems will be Sunday, October 13 at 
4 p.m. in the Fiesta Room. We will be 
discussing important issues and mak-
ing plans for the crucial next year.  As 
always, our meetings are part social, 
so please bring a snack and a drink to 
share.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744 

Heritage Garden
There will be no regular Heritage 

Garden Club meeting this month. 
Instead, we will have a work day on 
Saturday, October 19. All volunteers 
will join in to help each other with 
fall cleanup, pruning, and even some 
planting in the Heritage Garden. If you 

are at all interested in helping out for an 
hour or two on our weekend work day, 
please call me or contact any of us you 
see working in the garden.

The regular HGC volunteers will 
appreciate your help very much!

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

Italian American
The October 10 meeting will start at 

6 p.m. with a lasagna dinner served by 
Antonuccis. Following dinner, there 
will be a vocal program featuring Jen-
nifer Hart. The cost for this event is $20 
for members and $22 for guests. Ticket 
sales started on September 16.

While working constantly to provide 
quality food, service, and entertain-
ment, a recent IAC Board review of 
the ever-rising costs in these areas 
has caused some revisions in club 
operations. Starting in January, wine 
will not be served, but a BYOB pol-
icy will be adopted. Currently all of 
the 50/50 money is being paid out in 
prizes. This will change to a true 50/50 
shared equally by the drawing winners 
and the club. Finally, the $100 bingo 
blackout game will be eliminated, and 
that money will be spread out over the 
other games. Club dues for 2020 will 
be $10.

John Richardson, 609-0334
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Las Damas
Continued from page 17

Making sense of Medicare

Join Monarch HealthCare® and a licensed insurance agent 
to learn more about Medicare Advantage and Part D plan 
options. Bring this ad in to receive a free giveaway.*

Mission Viejo
Wed, October 16
6:00 pm–7:30 pm
Norman P. Murray 
Community Center
24932 Veterans Way
Mission Viejo, CA 92692

Laguna Hills
Mon, October 28
10:00 am–12:00 pm
Courtyard by Marriott
21375 Avenida de la Carlota
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Mission Viejo
Wed, October 23
10:00 am–11:30 am
Norman P. Murray 
Community Center
24932 Veterans Way
Mission Viejo, CA 92692

Laguna Hills
Mon, October 28
2:00 pm–4:00 pm
Polly’s Pies
23701 Moulton Parkway
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

*All attendees may receive a giveaway.
A sales person will be present with information and applications.
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 
(844) 814-3760 and TTY number 711. John Papapietro/Golden Outlook, 
license #0G21475, Jill Takahashi/Aetna, license #OK88852, and Karen 
Good/AGA, license #0K63228 are licensed insurance agents that work 
with Medicare benefi ciaries to explain Medicare Advantage, Medicare 
Supplement and Prescription Drug Plan options. Monarch HealthCare is 
part of OptumCare®, a leading health care organization.

For more information or to speak with a senior ambassador, 
call Monarch at (844) 814-3760 (TTY 711, Mon.–Fri., 
8:30 am–5:00 pm).

year, which began in September will 
continue through the October luncheon. 
You may submit your $15 membership 
check payable to Las Damas at the lun-
cheon or in the Rec Ctr 1 office.

Our November 13 luncheon signups 
will begin immediately following the 
October luncheon. April Walsh, sing-
er/entertainer will be on stage. Our 
Thanksgiving holiday menu includes 
tri-tip, scalloped potatoes, garden sal-
ad, mixed vegetables, capped off with 
pumpkin cheesecake.

Also coming up at our November 13 
luncheon will be our annual canned 
food drive. Plan to bring your donations 
and place them in the containers that 
will be provided.

Dianna Swanson, 470-4716

Military Veterans
Attention all Casta Del Sol Veterans! 

Every military branch is invited to join 
us at our monthly meetings. Our next 
meeting is on Monday, October 28 in 
the Fiesta Room. We begin at 6:30 
p.m., with light food and beverages, 
followed by our meeting from 7 until 
8 p.m. 

Our guest speakers in October, will 
be the Cunninghams who both served 
in Vietnam as medical professionals. 
They will share their stories of what 
they encountered during their tour of 
duty. It will be an informative presen-
tation from this courageous couple that 
you will want to hear.

October is also our annual meeting 
to vote for next year’s Veterans Club 
Board. Members interested in running 
are encouraged to submit their names 
this month for consideration. A vote 
will take place at the meeting, so please 
attend and your vote can be counted. 

Bob Casillas,
robertcasillas@hotmail.com

Pinochle
Attention, pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. We mostly play 
three-handed, but we may also play 
with partners. We played partners twice 
in August. Cathi Moro and Linda Owen 
had high scores with 6,780.

In August, Terry Owen had high 
game (three hands) of 1,130 and Wayne 
Block was second with 1,120. The high 
series was won by Terry with a total of 
4,170 points and Cathie Joy was second 
with 3,990. There were nine double 
pinochles reported during the month. 

Congratulations to our winners.

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
at 916-5387.

Nancy Money, 929-9011

Variety Club
The Variety Club will soon be gear-

ing up for our spring 2020 show. It will 
likely be a radio style show with music, 
dancing, skits, and surprises. We hope 
to have the same talented director who 
led us in the last two shows. Informa-
tion about the auditions, show dates, 
and ticket sales will be announced in 
several months through flyers, articles 
in the Courier, and E-blasts.

In the meantime, we are always look-
ing for new talent in our community. 
So, if you have any interest in acting, 
singing, dancing, playing music, per-
forming or helping out, please contact 
Co-Presidents Barb Turino (951-858-
7350) or Sara Henninger (303-8195).

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Social Singles
We welcome all single Casta del 

Sol residents to join us as we socialize 
at fun get-togethers and form new 
friendships. There is no membership 
fee. We have two events planned in 
October: Thursday, October 3, at 1 p.m. 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for 
socializing and games, and Thursday 
October 24 at 6 p.m. for a potluck 
dinner. The last day to RSVP for the 
potluck is October 21. Please RSVP 
to Carol Kowalsky, cekewpie1@cox.
net, or 916-4862. 

To join the group and get placed on 
our email list, or for more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Carlson at 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

Vegetable Garden
Here it is October, already. Fall gar-

dens have been planted with cabbage, 
broccoli, cauliflower, peas, and a vari-
ety of winter vegetables. That means 
delicious soups.

Our second vegetable garden social 
event is Taco-tober Fiesta which will 
be held on October 26 at 5 p.m. pool-
side (weather permitting). If inclement 
weather, we will be in the Vista Room. 
Enjoy the made-to-order soft corn ta-
cos, in a choice of carne asada (beef), 
chicken, pork or vegetarian potato/
onion. Toppings are cilantro, cheese, 
lemon, salsa, and avocado.  Accompa-
niments are beans, rice, fried potatoes, 
grilled onions, and chips with salsa. Of 

Continued on page 19
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Bocce Ball
Oh, my goodness, we have bocce ball 

players coming out of the walls! It is 
so nice to see the great crowds that are 
coming down to play bocce ball on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday nights 
at 7 p.m. The laughter and fun keep on 

Away Golf
Our next tournament will be held on 

Tuesday, November 12, at the Woods 
Valley Golf Course in Valley Center. 
We will have a shotgun start at 10 a.m. 
Signups are from October 14 through 
November 3. Cost for golf, cart and 
prizes is $47. We have had many 
members indicate that they would like 
to have an awards dinner; therefore, 
we are trying to plan an Italian dinner 
after the tournament in the Vista Room 
at Casta del Sol. Social time (BYOB) 
is 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 pm. 
The cost for dinner only is $13. Cost 
for golf and dinner is $60. Guests are 
always welcome.

Mark your calendar and sign up early. 
You don’t want to miss this opportunity 
to play a fun and beautiful course with 
your friends and neighbors. You can 
sign up as a single, twosome or bring 
your entire foursome.

Jim Peterson, 770-1253

Chippers
Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

December 7. The final Golf Chippers 
event of the year will begin at 9 a.m. 
at the Rec Ctr 2 golf practice area. All 
Casta del Sol residents are invited, and 
you may bring a guest. First-timers pay 
a $3 activity fee for each event. Return-
ing players need to complete payment 
of their 2019 annual dues of $10.

We meet four times a year for two 
hours of relaxed, no-pressure activity. 

Vegetable Garden
Continued from page 18

Woodworking
The Woodworkers Club had a display 

table at the Casta Community Fair 
on September 28. New and existing 
community residents had a chance to 
meet Woodworkers Club members 
and see some of the items we are cur-
rently making. Woodworkers will also 
display our work, including outdoor 
Christmas decorations and other wood 
items suitable for Christmas gifts, at 
the Ceramics Club annual Holiday 
Boutique on October 18 and 19 in the 
Vista Room.

Woodworkers meet on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons from 12:30 until 
2:30 in the Arts and Crafts Room next 
door to the Fitness Center. Drop by if 
you are interested in finding out more 
about our club and our future projects 
and activities.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

Water Exercise
We are close to autumn, but it is still 

great to be in the pool! We have water 
exercise each morning, Monday to 
Friday from 9 to 10. You can sign up 
in the office for $5 for the year. What 
a bargain for improving your body and 
spirit.

We are happy to have new members 
join us. One of them said her doctor 
told her it would help her back prob-
lems to be in the pool. She has joined 
us to improve her health.

In my grandmother’s day, women 
exercised by doing chores - washing 
clothes with an old-fashioned washer, 
scrubbing floors, caring for vegetable 

course we will have desserts! Margari-
tas, beer, wine, and soft drinks will be 
served. DJ Don Stoker will provide our 
festive music. Since this date is close 
to Dia de Los Muertos, we might even 
see a ghost or two. Festive attire is 
welcome. Expect great raffle prizes! It 
is $15 per person. 

Lynne Crum, 581-2349

gardens, and other intensive duties. 
Today, we push the buttons and don’t 
get the exercise women used to get. We 
get things done quickly and easily and 
then get to play!  So, come play with 
us and get in shape at the same time.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

growing with so many players.

Our bocce potluck on Labor Day was 
a big success. Thanks to all the mem-
bers who brought some really yummy 
food to this event. A big thank you to 
Liz and Dick Henderson, Patty Gladysz 
and Marlene Solem for helping with the 
set-up and clean-up.

We would like to welcome aboard 
our newest members, Patty and Jim 
Toth.

Our next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, October 7 at 7 p.m. 
in the Fiesta Room. Following a short 
business meeting, we will enjoy a night 
of cards.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

Continued on page 20
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Chippers
Continued from page 19

Richard Nixon Presidential 
Library and Museum

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Day Tripping

Richard Nixon, 37th President of 
the United States, is one of the more 
controversial figures in recent history. 
Located at 18001 Yorba Linda Boule-
vard, Yorba Linda, on what was once 
the Nixon family small citrus farm, the 
Richard Nixon Presidential Library and 
Museum features many exhibits that 
attempt to shed light on the man, his 
life, and his presidency.

The library is divided into several 
sections, each of which visits a chap-
ter in his life: The Sixties, Vietnam, 

Foreign Policy, Domestic Policy, Wa-
tergate, the 1960 and 1972 Presidential 
Campaigns, the Middle East, Congres-
sional Years, White House Years, Pat 
Nixon, and Elder Statesman. There 
are artifacts, multimedia experiences, 
films, photographs, and murals. 

As you enter, there is a theater with 
a film detailing his life. In an exact 
replica of the president’s Oval Office, 
you can sit in the president’s chair be-
hind the president’s desk. You can tour 
the home in which Nixon was born, 
which is located on the property. The 
president’s helicopter, which you can 
also tour, is next to Nixon’s boyhood 
home. The gravesites of the president 
and his wife, Pat Nixon, are also on the 
grounds. There is a café, a gift shop, 
and a bookstore.

I was really impressed with the ex-
hibits. They presented a very balanced 
portrait of the man, his triumphs, and 
his tragedies.

Inexperienced players are welcome to 
come and learn to do short chip shots 
at a variety of targets.

You are welcome to donate golf-re-
lated or other items for our prize table. 
Everyone goes home with something. 
Top-scoring men and women win cash 
prizes. We look forward to seeing some 
new faces.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

Fishing
If you are an experienced fisherman 

or a novice, you are welcome to join 
the Casta del Sol Fishing Club. We fish 
both fresh and salt water. Club fish-
ing derbies are scheduled throughout 
the year. Join us at our monthly club 
lunch meeting held 12 to1:30 p.m. on 
the fourth Friday of each month in the 
Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1. The club 
also hosts family social activities in 
June (picnic and cruise at the lake) and 
November (Turkey Shoot with food, 
prizes and games).

You are invited to join in the fun and 

become a member of the CdS Fishing 
Club. Interested in attending a meet-
ing, joining the club, or want to pier 
fish from San Clemente pier or charter 
boat fish with club members from Dana 
Point? Call Nick Morenc, 588-6223, or 
John Waters, 951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644

Lawn Bowling
Come one, come all Casta del Sol 

residents to our annual Open House 
on Thursday, October 3 at 5 p.m. at 
the Rec Ctr 2 Lawn Bowling Pavil-
ion. There’ll be plenty of finger food, 
beverages, loaner balls and instructors 
to answer your questions and let you 
experience the fun of bowling on the 
green. Come join the fun and festivities.

Three of our members, with their 
teams, won at the Laguna Beach La-
dies Day. Congratulations: Joanne 
Hedgespeth won in the morning; Mary 
Thompson, Denise French and Joanne 
Hedgespeth won in the afternoon. Way 
to go, ladies! Wednesday, October 16 is 
this month’s Ladies Day at Santa Anita.

Open Lawn Bowling hours are Mon-

days, Wednesdays and Fridays; check 
in time is 9:15 a.m.; play begins 9:30 
a.m.

For lawn bowling questions, contact 
Gary Everson (716-6373) or Butch 
Nelson (351-0941).

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

Men’s Golf
In August, we completed the first 

phase of our Club Championship and 
determined our flight winners within 
four handicap brackets. Those winners 
are: A Flight – Rich Oldakowski; B 
Flight – Peter Harrington; C-Flight – 
John Santoro; D Flight – Hal Steele. 
They will have playoffs in September 
to determine the Club Champion.

On October 16, we will hold the final 
tournament of our club year. That eve-
ning we will hold our Fall Tournament 
Awards Dinner and Annual Business 
Meeting. We will be electing our offi-
cers for next year and are looking for 
interested volunteers. The Awards Din-
ner will be a sit-down dinner catered 
by Jolanda. The meal choices will be 
either prime rib or salmon. The cost for 
members and guests will be $20 each 
Signups began on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11 and will close on Saturday, 
October 12. Please sign up now.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

Tennis
After a very successful and fun Hot 

August Night, we are planning a hol-
iday party. Save the date: Saturday, 
December 14; details to come.

For the tennis enthusiast, we have 
open tennis Fridays, 9 to 10:30 a.m. 
and Saturdays, 8 to 10 a.m. as well 
as Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 to 7:30 
p.m. (new time). All skill levels are 
welcome. On Mondays from 8 to 9 
a.m., we practice our strokes with the 
ball machine.

Tennis lessons have resumed on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.; 
reservations are required.

Fun….Friends….Forever
Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

Shuffleboard
Winners for August Sunday Super 

Shuffle were: first place Mo Caywood 
and Howard Reafsnyder; second place 
Bob Caywood and Carol Zinsmeister; 
third place Gilda Martin and Susan 
Herrning.

Leagues have begun on Tuesday 
mornings at 9 a.m., Wednesday eve-
nings at 7 p.m., and Thursday morn-
ings at 9 a.m. All leagues are in need 
of substitutes. If interested, call Bob 
Caywood at 916-1972. Instruction and 
practice continue every Friday at 10 
a.m.; all are welcome.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890



The Casta CourierOctober 2019 Page  21

What’s Cooking
At Casta

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

City Highlights

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

Our city council is back at work after 
a brief break. Issues on the table for the 
next term include the Casta del Sol Golf 
Course and the Village Center. 

Councilwoman Bucknum informed 
us of the state’s expectations for 

Mission Viejo after attending SCAG 
(Southern California Association of 
Government) meetings. The state ex-
pects Mission Viejo to grow 1.5 to 10 
percent in the next few years by adding 
a minimum of 700 housing units; 46 to 
96 percent of these housing units are to 
be affordable units. Where are these 
homes to be built, and how will this 
impact our already heavy traffic? These 
are important questions for which there 
are currently no answers. 

Thank you to Councilwoman Buck-
num for attending these meetings and 
representing Mission Viejo.

Pipe Demons

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

Small Talk

After having dealt with four pipe 
leaks in my house, I’ve decided that 
pipe demons, who love nothing more 
than wreaking havoc, have set up 
housekeeping inside my pipes. Unfor-
tunately, these devious demons have 
been celebrating their victories at my 
house for years.

Two of the leaks caused small 
amounts of damage and one caused 
moderate damage. The other, however, 
which I refer to as the whopper, was a 
different story. It caused $7,000 worth 
of damage, thereby rendering my kitch-
en and dining room useless just two 

weeks before my family was arriving 
for Christmas. Bah humbug!

I am well aware of how underhand-
ed pipe demons can be because each 
of the leaks happened either late on a 
Friday afternoon, during a weekend, or 
on a holiday. This meant I had to wait 
several days with the water turned off 
before help was available. One time, 
they decided that since I had a big tur-
key already defrosted, Thanksgiving 
Day would be the perfect time to attack. 
You can imagine how stressful it was 
to cook an entire Thanksgiving dinner 
without benefit of running water. I have 
no doubt that they were high-fiving 
each other over that one.

The horrendous pipe demons have 
cost me much angst and a lot of money. 
But their reign of terror is about to end 
because I’m having my house re-piped. 
Their demise is imminent, and I intend 
to laugh gleefully as they are being 
annihilated. And that, my friends, is 
what’s called sweet revenge!

Apple Cranberry Cookies
½ cup shortening
1 1/3 cup packed brown sugar
1 egg
2 cups sifted flour
1 tsp. baking soda
½ tsp. salt
1 tsp. ground cinnamon
½ tsp. ground cloves
¼ tsp. ground nutmeg
1 cup chopped walnuts
1 cup chopped, peeled, cored and diced 
apples

1 cup dried cranberries
¼ cup milk

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Beat 
shortening, brown sugar, and egg. 
Cream until light and fluffy and well 
mixed.

Stir together flour, baking soda, salt, 
cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg.

Stir half of the dry ingredients into the 
cream mixture. Add walnuts, apples, 
and cranberries. Stir in the remaining 
half of the dry ingredients and milk 
and mix well.

The mixture will be very thick. Scoop 
well rounded tablespoons onto a cookie 
sheet. Bake for 10 to12 minutes.

Cool on racks and glaze with frosting, 
if desired, while still warm. Makes 
about 3 dozen cookies.

Frosting: Combine powdered sugar, 
butter, vanilla and enough milk to make 
the glaze spreading consistency.
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Norman Murray Center

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

October Events

The Murray Center offers many 
opportunities for seniors to hear about 
social, medical and technical informa-
tion. But did you know that Age Well 
Senior Services serves hot and cold 
lunches, Monday through Friday, from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.? The menus 
are published in the Murray Memo for 
each day, and a suggested donation is 
$5.50. A two-day advance reservation 
is requested. There will be a special 
Halloween Luncheon at the center on 
Thursday, October 31, where Martin 
Anthony will provide entertainment. 
Suggested donation is $5.50. Reserva-
tions by October 29 at 470-3063.

A nine-week education course begins 
Wednesday, October 9 from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. for individuals who feel they 

have experienced abuse, including ver-
bal, financial, psychological or physical 
abuse. Participants will learn how to 
set limits and manage conflicts within 
families. Course #35362.

Have you ever been scammed? Se-
niors are being targeted. On Tuesday, 
October 15, from 9:30 to 11 a.m. you 
can learn about all of the red flags to 
watch for. There are resources which 
provide information on who, and 
where, to report your calls. Course 
#38119.

Unlike drugs, dietary supplements are 
not pre-approved by the government 
for safety or effectiveness before being 
marketed. Bring your list of supple-
ments on Monday, October 28, from 10 
to 11:30 a.m., and Dr. Nasira will eval-
uate and discuss the evidence-based 
efficacy, potential side effects, and 
nutrient interactions of some of the 
most common dietary supplements. 
Cost $8. Course #38619. Reservations 
required, 470-3962.

Further information is available in 
the Murray Memo, which is available 
at Rec Ctr 1, or sent directly to you by 
calling 470-3062.

Tips And Hints For You 
and Your PC
Malwarebytes

This column is written 
by Casta’s computer 
whiz, Jerry Hewitt. 

Jerry Hewitt

Has your computer gotten slower?

Are you getting popup ads?

Has your internet browser home page 
changed?

Has your default search engine 
changed?

If so, you may be infected with mal-
ware. Malware, or malicious software, 
is anything that has harmful effects 
on a PC. Malware includes damaging 
programs like viruses and Trojan hors-
es, which are the target of anti-virus 
programs, but also annoying programs 
like spyware and adware.

Since new types of malware appear 
virtually every day, it is difficult for any 
program to be 100 percent effective. 
For that reason, Malwarebytes often 
finds threats that are not targeted by 
traditional anti-virus programs. You 
shouldn’t have two anti-virus programs 
running on the same PC, but since 
Malwarebytes runs differently from 

traditional anti-virus programs, both 
can peacefully coexist.

Malwarebytes is available in both 
paid and free versions, with the primary 
difference being that the paid version 
runs continuously in the background, 
and the free version runs only when 
requested by the PC user. If you down-
load and install Malwarebytes it runs a 
trial version of the paid program. After 
two weeks it automatically changes to 
the free version. Of course, it will nag 
you to upgrade to the paid version, but 
this message may be disregarded.

Malwarebytes is available from 
Malwarebytes.org. Just click on the 
Free Download button in the upper 
right. Follow the instructions to install 
the program. You will then have a Mal-
warebytes icon on your desktop. Click 
it to open the program and simply click 
scan now to run the program. When it 
finishes a scan you will see the threats 
detected. Simply click the quarantine 
selected. If it found no threats, congrat-
ulations on safe browsing.

I have used the free version for 
several years since it finds the same 
threats as the paid version. I just have 
to remember to run it periodically. It 
is my first line of defense if I notice 
a significant slowdown of the PC or 
frequent ads popping up.

S e n d  y o u r  p c  q u e s t i o n s  t o 
cdshelpdesk@gmail.com
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For nearly 20 years, Belmont Village has faithfully delivered the highest standard 
of care for Los Angeles and Bay Area families. Finally, our award-winning assisted 
living and memory care have arrived in Orange County. Complete with exquisite 
residences and expansive views, here you are known, invested in and catered to. 
Our collaborations with USC and UCLA have championed cognitive health and 
evidence-based enrichment programs, providing unparalleled service and support 
for Orange County seniors and families.

THE CARE MOM RECEIVES
AT BELMONT VILLAGE
IS IN A CLASS ALL ITS OWN.

THE BEST IN ASSISTED LIVING HAS ARRIVED IN ORANGE COUNT Y
Call 949-643-1050 to schedule a personal tour today.

A L I S O  V I E J O

Meet our founder and see our whole story at
BELMONTVILLAGE.COM

300 Freedom Lane (off Liberty)

Premier Programs for Hospitality, Health & Wellness

Licensed nurse on-site 24/7
Medication management 
Diabetes Center of Excellence
Circle of Friends®, proven to moderate memory loss
Dedicated Alzheimer's Care
Mind Body Awareness (MBA) Wellness program
Physical therapy, rehabilitation and fitness
Nationally-recognized, highly trained staff

©2019 Belmont Village, L.P. | RCFE 306005563
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Continued on page 26

Tony and Gay stand in front of an 
antique Saudi door they found in 
a market near an oasis in Saudi 
Arabia.

The Arabian Nights and Days of Gay and Tony Giampaolo 
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

In 1973, urged by his wife, Gay, Tony 
went on a job interview. It was fairly 
routine, except for the fact it began with 
a body search. After the interview, he 
was offered a job with Aramco with a 
generous salary and benefits and paid 
housing. Shortly afterwards, the young 
couple and their four children, aged 5 
to 13, moved to one of three Aramco 
compounds in Saudi Arabia.

For the kids, it was Paradise. There 
were all kinds of sport facilities and 
sport competitions. There was even 
a staffed Teen Club. Their son Frank 
learned to play tennis with lessons 
provided by Aramco. He is now a pro-
fessional tennis coach and has written 
five books about tennis.

There was some adjustment for Gay 
and Tony. Gay could only drive in the 
compound. When she left the com-
pound, she had to make sure her legs 
and arms were covered. The religious 
police patrolled the streets and spray 
painted uncovered legs and arms.

No alcohol could be sold. However, 
at orientation Tony was given a book 
called Blue Flame with instructions on 
how to make alcohol. The camp had 40 

stills made by the company. Obliging 
neighbors helped him learn how to 
use them.

Their home telephone could not make 
international calls. To call family, they 
had to make an appointment a week in 
advance and then go to the post office 
to make a call.

They came to the States once a year 
and had to use this vacation to shop 
for everything they would need for the 
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The Arabian Nights and Days of Gay and Tony Giampaolo 
Continued from page 24

Today
By Beverly Colligan -- CdS Resident
We have seen the Summer hurry past.

Only in memory can it last.

Winter’s coming is another day, and

Our plans can always run away.

Future and past remain on call, but

It is the now that matters most of all! 

Bring Batteries To Rec Ctr 1
State law prohibits disposal of household batteries in landfills, where our 
trash is taken, because they contain toxic materials which contaminate the 
environment. Casta del Sol makes it easy to dispose of your used batteries. 
Just drop them in the marked container outside the main door of Rec Ctr 1.

entire year - clothes, shoes, toiletries, 
and even appliances. Aramco paid to 
ship everything to Saudi Arabia. How-
ever, they could not ship anything with 
a Sears label as at the time Sears was 
owned by a Jewish firm.

One year they bought a car in Rot-
terdam, loaded the kids, Tony’s sister 
and some of their new purchases, and 
took three weeks to drive to Saudi 
Arabia. Sixty miles of the trip went 
through desert, no road, no trees, no 
signs, no landmarks, just sand. They 

hired a guide who sat beside Tony, 
gazed straight ahead, said not a word 
but pointed with his thumb when Tony 
needed to turn.

In spite of the challenges, the entire 
family loved living in Saudi Arabia, 
moving only because the schools, while 
excellent, had no high school.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 

ARON & SON 
Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
23 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

AIR DUCT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Call Kevin: 866-574-1467 or 562-441-4111 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRYER VENT CLEANING 

HB AIR DUCT 
90 Day Warranty On Work 

10% Senior Discount. 
Kevin: 866.574.1467 ext.2 or 562.441.4111 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. 
Call: 949-842-6831 

PRIVATE CAREGIVER 
In -home care, personal assistance, errands, appt's. 

12 years exp. Insured. Jeannie (949) 228-4950 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

HOME HEALTHCARE 
Doc appts, assist medication, meal prep., 
errands, light housekeeping & laundry, 

driving. 33 yrs exp. Licensed. References. 
Call Linda: 949-768-4598. Cell: 949-505-3902 

PRIVATE KOREAN CAREGIVER 
Many years of exp. Excellent references. Will 

help with errands, docs appts, meds 
monitoring, light housekeeping, cooking, 

exercise, companionship. Ann: 714-487-1920 

LICENSED CAREGIVER 
10 yrs. experience. General Care of client incl: 

Personal Needs, Errands. Dr’s. Appts., etc. 
Exp. with Alzheimer / Dementia. $16/hr. 

Call Noretta: 949-588-6204 (Leave message) 

COMFORT HOME CARE  
Short Notice In-Home Care/Companion. 

Errands, Appts. Call Neneth: 949-295-9806 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

FENCES & GATES 

CUSTOM VINYL FENCES & GATES 
25 yrs. CdS References  

CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 47 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

EVA’S BACK! 
EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 
estimates. Doing business 19 years. 

Casta del Sol & Laguna Woods. 
Call: 949-461-0108 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN & BATH UPGRADES 
➢ BATHROOM MAKEOVERS 
➢ shower doors, mirrors, cabinets, 

painting & decore! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 
Over 25 yrs. of CdS References 
CSLB#’s 698412 & 1054197 

  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 
email: KitchenVision@cox.net 

ORGANIZING / DE-CLUTTERING 

ORGANIZED BY SAM 
Residential organizing: closet, kitchen, garage. 
De-cluttering, moving in or out preparations. 

Local donation options assistance. 
Call Samantha Thomas: 714-791-7701 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

Best Painting & Drywall work around! 
INTERIOR PAINTING  

DRYWALL REPAIR & RETEXTURING 
ACOUSTIC REMOVAL 

CABINET REFACING & REFINISHING 
25 yrs. CdS References /CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


