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WILL YOU RUN FOR THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS?

The 2019 election for the Board of Directors will be held in June. There 
are three vacancies to fill. If you intend to run for one of these positions, 
you need to submit your application, along with your resume, by April 1 to 
appear in the May issue of the Courier. Once your application is accepted, 
a Courier photographer will contact you to take your photo. If you miss the 
Courier deadline, your name can still appear on the printed ballot if your 
materials are received by April 18.

This is your opportunity to become involved in the decisions affecting 
our beautiful community. Please consider running for a two-year term as 
Director.

If you have any questions, please call our General Manager, Josh Hodosh, 
at 455-4670 or the Election Committee Chairman, Bill Burfeind, at 305-4260.  

Safety within our community is the 
focus of our Traffic Committee. 

This group of nine volunteers has an 
impressive list of recent accomplish-
ments as they fulfill their mission. 
Among projects completed during the 
last year were the development and 
implementation of our new transponder 
system, the upgrading of lighting at 
our entrance gates, the inspection and 

Traffic Committee Co-Chairs Nancy Cunningham and Fred 
Wilmott

upgrading of all 
traffic signage, 
and the nego-
tiation of a new 
cont rac t  wi th 
Nordic Security 
that will provide 
improved service 
and a higher level 
of accountability. 
This committee 
also organized 
and supervised 
the 2019 Age 
Verification and 
Auto Transpon-

Continued on page 6

All proper-
ties in Casta 

del Sol must go 
through a pro-
cess known as 
Age Verification 
to comply with 
certain federal 
regulations and 
in order to qualify 
as a senior hous-
ing development. 
This process is 
required of all 
residents, wheth-
er they drive or 
not. The process 
began on Monday, February 11 and 
continued through Saturday, February 
16. When the first week ended, there 
were volunteers in the library to assist 
residents who were unable to come in 
that first week.

Getting a transponder on your car 

der program, a project that involved 
more than 100 volunteers who in total 
contributed nearly 1,000 hours of ser-
vice; this was a massive undertaking 
that ran smoothly and efficiently.

There are several new projects in the 
beginning stages including the possibil-
ity of cameras at the gates, increased 
pedestrian safety near storm drains, and 

Casta del Sol 
resident 

Charlie Bird’s hall 
closet isn’t big 
enough to house 
all the hats he’s 
worn during his 
life. He worked 
for 34 years at a 
large aerospace 
company where 
he photographed 
and tested aircraft 
parts and jet en-
gines. He was a certified scuba diving 
instructor. He has been a facilities 
manager and a purchasing manager in 
the aerospace industry. He operated his 
own photography business specializing 

in high-end celebrity weddings as well 
as documentary movies, one of which 
was nominated for an Academy Award. 
He is a licensed limousine chauffer. He 
is a trained underwater welder. And for 

the last 23 years, he has worked part or 
full time for Home Depot.

But that’s just part of Charlie’s story. 
He told us, “After having an autistic 
son and battling stage four cancer with 

‘three months to 
live’, I have de-
voted my life to 
helping people in 
need.” He has an 
admirable histo-
ry of community 
service which in-
cludes working 
with Habitat for 
Humanity reno-
vating homes for 

veterans and helping neighbors with 
home repairs.

He enjoys buying, restoring and sell-
ing vintage cars and currently owns a 

Randy Smith (left) and John Waters assist residents with 
new transponders, as part of the age verification program.

windshield was new this year. Volun-
teer Fred Wilmott reported, “In spite of 
bad weather and low temperatures, we 
directed traffic, removed old stickers, 
secured transponders and gave tempo-
rary residents’ passes.” We can now 
approach the gate where sensors will 
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Randy Thompson, President

Last month, we 
talked about disas-
ters and ways to 
prevent them from 
becoming a burden 
upon us. Along that 
line, I would like to 
talk about another avoidable problem: 
traffic citations. 

Since the beginning of 2019, the 
Board has met on six different oc-
casions, about 15-18 hours total, for 
the sole purpose of reviewing traffic 
citations with our fellow residents. 
As of March 7, we reviewed a total 
of 77 traffic citations for things such 
as parking, running stop signs, and 
speeding, which has been verified by a 
radar gun. While parking can be a big 
issue, we on the Board tend to focus on 
the moving violations as they have the 
greatest chance of impacting others in 
the community. Thankfully, we have 
not had any major traffic collisions or 
vehicle related injuries in the commu-
nity in many years. However, with the 
increase in moving violations, that fact 
could easily change.

During recent months, there has been 
a marked increase in the number of 
vehicles that are running stop signs in 
the community and that can easily lead 
to disastrous results. It should be noted 
that there are people who are running 
through stop signs without any type 
of a pause. Additionally, during this 
timeframe, we have seen an increase in 
speeds. Recently, a vehicle was clocked 
at a speed of 48 mph which was picked 
up by the radar gun that was used by the 
Nordic traffic officer. This radar gun is 
calibrated every morning and certified 
by an outside agency each year. 

The goal of the Board’s hearings is, 
and always has been, to get compliance 
with the rules of Casta del Sol. Some-
times that means fines are necessary. 
Despite the fines, some residents and 
guests have been before the Board five, 
six and seven times for moving viola-
tions. For those of us who live on the 
main arteries of our community, Calle 
Valdez, Alava, Villena, Calle Azorin 
and Borgona, the speeders are clearly 
evident.

With regard to traffic fines, I would 
like to restate that they are enforced 
to get compliance with Casta’s rules, 
not for revenue or punitive purposes. 
In fact, traffic fines amounted to only 
.24% of total revenue as of January 31. 

Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.
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LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

2019 Street Tree 
Program

The Greenbelt Committee has select-
ed Pacheco and Barbosa streets for the 
2019 annual tree replacement program. 
Street trees are beautiful and make 
the community park-like just as the 
developers had envisioned. That was 
the direction the landscape architects 
were given when drawing the plans for 
Casta del Sol.

Unfortunately, some 30 to 40 years 
later, the trees are diseased, lifting side-
walks and asphalt, and damaging infra-
structure. The New Zealand Christmas 
trees are infected with phytophthora 
and are lifting sidewalks, as well as 
invading sewers. The eucalyptus trees 
have been infected on Pacheco and 
need to be removed. The Urban Horti-
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MANAGER’S
REPORT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
Free Shredding Event

There will  be a 
free shredding event 
held at Mission Viejo 
High School on April 
6 from 9 to 11 a.m. 
This is an opportunity 
to shred old docu-
ments and any information you don’t 
want shared. Residents should receive 
a new Casta del Sol phone book in 
April. Please consider shredding your 
old phone book since it provides a per-
fect tailored calling list for businesses 
such as contractors, realtors, painters, 
handymen, etc.

Scams
This time of the year, tax-related 

scams are common. Criminals com-
monly pose as the Internal Revenue 
Service (IRS), a tax accounting service, 
or other tax-related agencies. You 
could receive fake emails, phone calls, 
letters, or other communications.

Be on high alert for phony emails, 
calls, and any unsolicited communica-
tions that ask for your username, pass-
words, financial information or other 
personal data.

Some of these FAQs may help you 
to avoid these scams:

Will the IRS contact me via email or 
text messages?

•  No. The IRS never initiates contact 
via email or text messages.

What should I do if I receive an email 
or text message claiming to be from 
the IRS?

 •  Do not reply. Do not click on any 
links or download any attachments. 
Forward those to phishing@irs.gov 
then delete the original message 
without responding.

Check References of Vendors You 
Hire

Staff has heard stories from Casta 
residents about handymen, house 
cleaners, and others that they have 
hired, taking advantage of them. In 
some cases, those residents told staff 
they hired vendors just because they 
were advertising in the Casta Courier. 
The advertisements in the Courier are 
not referrals from the Homeowners 
Association or the publisher, so please 
don’t hire them just because of their 
advertisements. It is important that you 
do your research. Before hiring anyone, 
check references, ask your neighbors 

culture Institute reports that street trees 
have an average lifespan of just seven 
to ten years. 

Displacement of paved surfaces is 
the second most common reason for 
removing a street tree. Utilities such 
as gas, electric and  cable, as well as 
irrigation pipes and wires, etc., are all 
under the trees behind the sidewalk and 
curb, and tree roots can cause damage 
to them.

In my opinion, insects and diseases 
are the number one reason trees need to 
be removed. The trees being removed 
are painted white so that a search of 
utilities below the ground can take 
place before stump grinding is started.

The new street trees to be planted on 
Pacheco will be the Brisbane box. The 
new street trees for Barbosa will be the 
strawberry tree.

In the Sidewalk Accident Decision 
Doctrine, a pedestrian sued the home-
owners association when she tripped on 
a raised sidewalk due to roots located 



The Casta CourierApril 2019 Page  3

FEBRUARY TREASURER’S REPORT
March 21, 2019

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
February 28, 2019 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:
  Income for Operations  ...................................................  $1,490,375.40
  Interest Income  .....................................................................  $3,126.05
  Expenditures (before Reserves) .........................................  $907,077.92
  Total Surplus (Current Year)  ............................................  $193,297.37
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and
   Bills and Checking Accounts  .......................  $1,079,588.96

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:
  Income from HOA  ............................................................  $390,000.00
  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $15,146.09
  Expenditures  .....................................................................  $112,864.05
  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $2,651,350.00
  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   Treasury Notes and Bills  ..............................  $5,092,282.04

 C. Capital Fund Balance:
  Beginning Balance  ..............................................................  $59,456.00
  Interest Earned  ...........................................................................  $45.55
  Expenses   ............................................................................  $16,163.31
  Balance   ............................................................................. $43,388.24

 D. General Contingency Fund:
  Beginning Balance  ............................................................  $152,110.29
  Interest Earned  ...........................................................................  $93.35
  Expenses  .....................................................................................  $0.00
  Balance   ..........................................................................  $152,203.64

Treasurer’s comments:
Our operational financial performance, so far in 2019, is generally under 

budget. It is probably too early in the year to get excited about the amount. As 
you all know, a lot can happen in 10 months. A couple of categories do stand 
out. The traffic category is over budget in the first two months of 2019 and I 
expect it will remain that way for the balance of the year because of the newly 
executed contract with Nordic. On a positive note, the cost of water is under 
budget by approximately $100,000 when compared to the annualized water 
budget. This is, of course, not due to conservation but rather due to unusually 
high rainfall for the first two months of 2019.

The following investment activities occurred in February:
1 CD Matured:
Reserves: Great Western Bank, $200,000 redeemed on 2/26/2019.
2 CDs Purchased:
Reserves: $200,000 invested with Mizuhu Bank, USA on 2/27/2019 at an 
interest rate of 2.45% for 12 months.
Reserves:  $200,000 invested with Wells Fargo Bank on 2/27/2019 at an inter-
est rate of 2.55% for 18 months.

Respectfully submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer

SAFETY FIRST
Continued from page 1

the repair of burned-out street lights.

Nancy Cunningham and Fred Wilm-
ott are the co-chairs of this committee. 
They are fully committed to assisting 
residents and to listening to their con-

cerns and suggestions. The monthly 
committee meetings are always open 
and are held on the first Monday of the 
month at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room.

The most misunderstood area of 
our traffic management is the role of 
the Nordic patrol supervisor and the 
gate guards. These individuals have 
no police powers. They cannot stop 
a vehicle for a traffic violation; they 
can only report that violation to the 

HOA Board of Directors. They cannot 
respond to residents’ calls regarding 
possible criminal activity or personal 
crises; these calls must be made to 
the Orange County Sheriff who will 
respond to them here just as they do 
throughout Mission Viejo.

As with all who volunteer within our 
Casta del Sol community, we are grate-
ful for the hard work and dedication 
of those who serve on this committee.

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
March 21, 2019

The following are highlights of reports presented and actions taken.
•  General Manager Josh Hodosh presented the need for a $125,000 increase 

in the contingency for the Vista Room remodel. Numerous unanticipated 
and severe structural deficiencies and safety concerns have been discovered 
in the process of opening up walls and inspecting the foundation of the 
building. The original contract for the remodel was $561,345 plus a 25% 
contingency. The board approved the additional contingency, bringing the 
total contingency to $252,092. The revised completion date is May 10.

•  The Board approved a bid from Pilot Painting and Construction to paint 327 
units (trim and stucco) in 2019 for a cost of $604,950 plus a contingency, of 
$15,000.

•  Treasurer Bill Swift’s report and comments were accepted. (See report on 
this page.)

•  The Board approved resolutions: to move the general contingency fund of 
$150,103 to the reserve fund; to accept the proposal of $10,000 from GMU 
Geotechnical for bid package preparation for road paving; to accept the 
terms of a one-year retainer agreement with the law offices of Fiore, Racobs 
& Powers; to accept and ratify payments totaling $18,870 to repair tree 
root damage; to accept the cost proposal of $7,500 from Phoenix Planning 
and Construction Services to calculate space needs to remodel/upgrade the 
bathrooms at Rec Ctr 1; and to accept the Social Committee’s schedule of 
events for 2019.

•  The Board approved a proposal from the Greenbelt Committee to participate 
in a rebate program sponsored by Santa Margarita Water District to replace 
turf with drought tolerant landscaping to save water. The project cost is 
estimated at $134,223 and the $3/sq.ft. rebate would be $104,319.

•  Josh reported that 45 homes are delinquent for a total of $48,747 and pro-
posed that liens be placed on seven of them that are more than two months 
in arears. The proposal was approved. He also said that transponders that 
don’t work will be replaced at the Rec Ctr 1 office.

•  Greenbelt Committee Chair Ron Ryan reported that they plan to plant 208 
trees.

•  Architectural Committee Co-Chair Vicki Slawson reported that they are 
inspecting the exteriors of homes to be painted this year. She also gave a 
reminder that no décor is allowed on house front walls.

•  CC&R Chair Bill Burfeind said that meetings to review the current CC&Rs 
will be starting shortly. As Election Committee chair, he reported that there 
are two candidates running for the Board so far and that there are three open 
seats in the June election.

•  Courier Chair Fran Morgan said that the writers’ guidelines are being re-
viewed and that training sessions will be held for all Courier volunteers.

•  Facilities Co-Chair Bryan Spafford announced the formation of a sub-
committee to work with the Greenbelt Committee on issues related to tree 
root damage. He also discussed some of the unforeseen expenses in the Vista 
Room remodel.

•  Reserve Committee Chair Arthur Rosen said that planning meetings for the 
2020 reserve budget will begin on May 10.

•  Traffic Committee Co-Chair Fred Wilmott reported that some residents have 
not yet completed the Age Verification process, and that decals will no longer 
afford access through the resident lanes beginning April 1. He also said that 
cameras may be tested at one gate.

•  Josh announced that new Casta del Sol phone directories will be delivered 
to each home’s driveway soon and that old directories should be shredded 
for security reasons.
The next regular Board meeting will be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, April 18 

in the Fiesta Room. The next Board workshop meeting will be at 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, April 4 in the Fiesta Room.

Bob Destino
Courier Committee member
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBORS: CHARLIE BIRD
Continued from page 1

MAINTENANCE
REPORT
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

CdS Annual Paint 
Project

The Board of Directors awarded the 
2019 paint project to Pilot Painting 
& Construction. They will be paint-
ing 327 homes this year in Area 3 
to include Calle Azorin, Zurburan, 
Zarza, Cano, Yanez, Ribalta, Barbosa, 
Pacheco, and Borgona. The project is 
scheduled to begin in April.

Please refer to section 9.0—Exterior 
Paint of the Architectural Rules and 
Guidelines to understand the home-
owner’s responsibility for the repair 
of all wood surfaces of their property 
prior to the painting of the dwelling. 
Pilot Painting will provide a proposal 
to make all said repairs, but home-
owners may use a contractor of their 
choosing. Be advised that if the wood 
is not repaired and primed at the time 
of painting, Pilot Painting will charge 
the homeowner directly to come back 
to the property to touch up the repaired 
area.

The Homeowners Association will 
send out notification letters with an 
explanation of homeowners’ require-
ments of wood repair and what to 
expect as we develop the schedule 
for the coming months. In addition to 
notification from the HOA, the pilot-
painting.com website will have updated 
information and list when your home 
will be painted. Pilot Painting will also 
provide numerous separate notices to 
homeowners throughout the process of 
painting your homes.

As always, if you have questions 
about any maintenance or construction 
projects, please contact Maintenance 
Services by phone or email. We spend 
half our time in the field, so to ensure 
clarity of your reported issue and a 
quicker response, email is the best way 
to reach us.

Tim Roller,
Maintenance Supervisor,

troller@powerstonepm.com,
455-4671

Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance Coordinator,

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com, 
215-1955

Making sense of Medicare

Join Jennifer Payne, our senior ambassador, as she goes over 
Medicare basics and answers your questions. Bring this ad in to 
receive a free giveaway.*

Laguna Hills
Tues., April 2nd
10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Florence Sylvester 
Senior Center
23721 Moulton Parkway
Laguna Hills, CA 92653

Mission Viejo
Wed., April 24th
10:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.
Norman P. Murray 
Community Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way
Mission Viejo, CA 92692

Lake Forest
Wed., April 3rd
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Lake Forest 
Community Center
25550 Commercentre Drive
Lake Forest, CA 92630

*All attendees may receive a giveaway.
This event is only for educational purposes and no plan-specifi c benefi ts 
or details will be shared. Monarch HealthCare is part of OptumCare®, a 
leading health care organization.

For more information or to speak with a senior ambassador, 
call Monarch at 1-844-814-3760 (TTY 711, Mon.–Fri., 
8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.).

1993 Corvette, as well as a 1956 Chevy 
Bel Air. He uses his antique cars to 
brighten people’s lives. The Bel Air 
has become a rallying point for kids 
who attend the monthly Kid’s Clinic 
at Home Depot in Mission Viejo, an 
event that Charlie oversees. This event 
is national in scope, but Charlie’s clinic 
is the largest in the country with typi-
cal attendance of between 300 and 400 
kids. They come for free lessons on 
how to use tools correctly and safely. 
Charlie always makes this a fun day for 

the kids with special decorations and 
small gifts for them. When they see 
his Chevy parked out front, they know 
Charlie is there and they’ll be having 
a great time. Parents and grandparents 
enjoy the Chevy, too; it brings back 
wonderful memories for many of them 
as they sit behind the wheel and remi-
nisce about times long past.

Charlie likes to boast that the Bel Air 
is “all original” and, although it’s more 
than 60 years old, has only 105,000 
miles. He says, “I even like her rust!”

Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

April 2019
Herrick, Kathleen .........................28462 Barbosa .................(517) 881-7368
 Peachtree, GA
Kinsella, Lisl ................................28052 Via Chocano..........(323) 219-9348
 Walnut, CA
Kraft, Dallas & Willyene .............27870 Via Sarasate ................... 900-6003
 Coto de Caza, CA
Larsen, Jeanne ..............................23611 Via Storni ..............(310) 691-3738
 Beverly Hills, CA
Porfilio, Bruce ..............................23611 Via Storni ..............(310) 709-3939
 Beverly Hills, CA
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VOLUNTEERS CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF THE 
AGE VERIFICATION
Continued from page 1

read our transponder and 
open the gate. The tran-
sponders will be active 
as of April 1. Please use 
caution when approach-
ing the gates.

Valerie Hanich com-
mented, “The process 
went very well, even with 
all of the changes. Resi-
dents were pleasantly 

surprised at how quickly it went.” We 
battled the rain off and on and even 
called the transponder program off 
one day, as you would have had to 
swim to get to the office. This process 
brings together residents who do not 
see each other often. Barbara Harris 
remarked, “It’s as much social as it is 

work.” There were hugs 
and smiles throughout 
the days.

You have heard the 
saying, “It takes a vil-
lage.” This is true of the 
Age Verification Process. 
There were more than 
120 volunteers who as-
sisted residents in pro-
cessing their paperwork. 

Randy Gish from the Board of Direc-
tors said, “Great effort and preparation. 
Job well done. To all volunteers, it does 
not happen without them.” Nancy Cun-
ningham added, “Volunteers are awe-
some and are so great to interface with 
residents. The majority of the Board of 

Continued on page 8
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This is not intended as a solicitati on if your property is currently listed with another broker. 
Surterre Properti es® DRE#01778230

DRE#01362392 · DRE#01434016 · DRE#02065940

HAPPY 
EASTER

HAPPY
PASSOVER
If you have been thinking about selling 
or just want to review your opti ons,
don’t hesitate to contact us today.

Want to talk? We’ll buy lunch.
Call anyti me for more informati on 
on our current market. 

The Yaruss Group, top-producing agents
servicing Casta Del Sol. 

We Love Our Casta Del Sol Friends & Family

Join us for our monthly ARMDI events. 
Contact Jaye for details.

THE YARUSS GROUP
TheYarussGroup.com

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@TheYarussGroup.com

JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@TheYarussGroup.com
ARI MONTANARI · 619.300.9532 · Ari@TheYarussGroup.com
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MANAGER’S REPORT
Continued from page 2

Continued on page 9

ARCHITECTURAL
Between now and September, the Ar-

chitectural Committee will be refining 
the Architectural Rules and Guidelines 
to create a briefer and more user-friend-
ly document. Workshop meetings will 
be held in the Fiesta Room on the 
first and third Fridays of each month 
from 10-11:30 a.m. through the end 
of August. Homeowners are welcome 
to attend and make comments at the 
workshop meetings, but comments will 
be limited to three minutes and must be 
relevant to the topics being discussed. 
Further comments may be made in 
writing at Rec Ctr 1 at any time.

April 5 workshop – discussion will 
include: doors, patio door replace-
ments, dumpsters, and temporary stor-
age containers.

April 19 - no workshop (Good Fri-
day)

May 3 workshop – discussion will 
include: lattice, fencing and gates, 
flowerpots, planters, and lighting.

Residents/owners whose homes are 
to be painted should prepare their ex-
terior walls and foundation areas prior 
to the painters’ arrival. Wood damage 
may require extensive repair well in 
advance of the painting schedule.

Look for us in our orange vests as we 
are out and around your houses, giv-
ing advice, as you get ready for spring 
cleanup. We are always looking for 
ways to make Casta look even more 
beautiful.

FACILITIES
Construction progress is continuing 

in the Vista Room project being carried 
out by DBAC Construction. We are a 
little behind schedule due to footing 
problems with the north (view side) 
wall. Completion is now scheduled for 
late May or early June. Our Mainte-
nance Supervisor and members of the 
Facilities Committee continue to keep 
a close eye on the progress.

Facilities approved $10,000 for GMU 
to prepare the bid package for the 2019 
Asphalt project. Further information 
will be forthcoming as decisions are 
agreed upon regarding the identifi-
cation of streets to be repaired and 
construction timing and schedules. 
When information is available, advance 
notice will be given to all residents on 
the streets affected.

After thoroughly reviewing all 2019 
painting bids, Facilities approved the 
Pilot Painting and Construction bid 
for 2019 in the amount of $619,950. 

ELECTION
The Election Committee met on 

March 1 and March 22 to review and 
update the following: the Candidate 
Application for the Board of Directors 
for the 2019 Election, the Election 
Guidelines and Procedures, and the 
format for the 2019 Ballot. We are all 
set for the 2019 Election. All we need 
now are candidates. Applications are 
available in the Administration Office, 
at the Recreation Desk, and in the Gar-
den Room. Please consider running for 
a two-year term.

The ballots and voting information 
will be mailed to all owners of record 
on May 17. Our Ballot Box will also 
open that day and stay open until June 
26 when the Inspector of Elections 
and the Inspector Designees count the 
ballots. The results will be announced 
at our Annual Meeting the evening of 
June 27 in the Vista Room.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

GREENBELT
Due to the frequent rains this year, 

PWCL1 will be on site working many 
Saturdays to compensate for time lost 
during the normal week. The mowing 
schedules have also been adjusted on 
a temporary basis because of weather 
conditions.

Our yearly street tree program is in 
progress. This includes Pacheco and 

Currently, fines are issued for: 
• Parking:  $50

• Running stop signs:  $100

• Speeding:  $100

Interestingly, fines mandated by the 
State of California in the publication 
Uniform Bail and Penalty Schedules 
2019 Edition for speeding and stop sign 
violations have a minimum fine of $238 
for each of these infractions. Those are 
the minimum fines because each county 
and municipality has the ability to add 
additional fees to that fine that could 
substantially increase the actual fine. 
So, knowing this perhaps makes our 
fines seem a little bit more reasonable. 
The Board is aware that many of our 
residents are on fixed incomes, making 
it all the more reason to comply with 
the rules.

We have had several community 
members plead with the Traffic Com-
mittee to increase patrols due to near-
tragic misses. To that end, patrols were 
increased to seven days a week rather 
than the previous five days. Please, 
also caution your guests and vendors 
to observe our traffic safety rules.

In closing, I would ask that you slow 
down, stop at all stop signs and, if you 
have guests, remind them to park along 
a curb with a sidewalk and display their 
parking passes on their dashboards.

Thanks for your time. See you here 
next month.

and friends who they use for a specific 
service and if they are happy with them. 

Our monthly meeting is on the first 
Tuesday of the month in the Garden 
Room at 1 p.m. All residents are wel-
come but are asked to limit comments 
to three minutes.

Civic-minded residents interested in 
participating as a committee member 
are asked to contact a co-chair.

Vicki Slawson, Co-Chair,
(925) 513-4956

Bill Stetzel, Co-Chair, 728-8029
Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

We have three Board vacancies to 
fill in 2019. Depending on the num-
ber of applicants and their past Board 
experience, we will tentatively have a 
Meet the Candidates Night on May 23 
at 7 p.m. in the Vista Room. We will 
provide future updates about the event 
in the May Courier.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Randy Thompson, Liaison 

We estimate that we can paint ap-
proximately 327 homes and still remain 
under budget. That is good news for our 
association. Our recommendation has 
been approved by the Board.

A Rec Ctr 1 Restroom Subcommittee 
has been formed by Facilities to begin 
the process of meeting the city require-
ment of bringing the restrooms up to 
code requirements. More information 
will follow.

There continue to be many other 
facilities projects being discussed at 
our monthly meetings. All projects 
are complex, and therefore we encour-
age interested residents to attend our 
monthly Facilities meeting. Your input 
is always welcome.

The next Facilities meeting is Thurs-
day April 25 at 9 a.m. in the Garden 
Room. We hope to see you there.

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison

LANDSCAPE NOTES
Continued from page 2

Our maintenance team, even if they 
don’t have the answer, will do their 
best to lead you in the right direction 
if you have a maintenance question or 
feel you have received some advice you 
think is questionable.

in the common area next to the side-
walk. The court found in favor of the 
pedestrian stating that the HOA has the 
obligation to warn a pedestrian about 
the problem, or repair it. Due to this 
ruling, property owners are to protect 
the public. Therefore, the HOA has 
agreed to replace trees lifting sidewalks 
causing a trip hazard. The good news 
is that the Greenbelt Committee has 
authorized planting close to 100 new 
trees on these streets.

The committee and contractor, 
PWLC1, are trying to place the new 
trees further away from concrete and 
utilities hoping to give them a better 
chance at longevity. Sidewalk and ir-
rigation repairs will follow street tree 
removals in the spring.

Directors also volunteered.”

If you have not completed your Age 
Verification paperwork, please con-
tact Recreation Center 1 and make an 
appointment at 455-4681. If you are 
physically unable to come in or do 
not have transportation, please call the 
office and make arrangements to have 
your paperwork mailed to you.

VOLUNTEERS CONTRIB-
UTED TO THE SUCCESS OF 
THE AGE VERIFICATION
Continued from page 6
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GREENBELT
Continued from page 8

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:

Bowlaway, Elizabeth McCracken

Finding Dorothy, Elizabeth Letts

Grateful American,
 Gary Sinese & Marcus Brotherton

King of Scars, Leigh Bardugo

Liar Liar,
 James Patterson & Candice Fox

That Month in Tuscany, Inglath Cooper

The Huntress, Kate Quinn

The Lost Girls of Paris, Pam Jenoff

The Night Tiger, Yangsze Choo

The Only Woman in the Room,
 Marie Benedict

The Ruin of Kings, Jenn Lyons

The Silent Patient, Alex Michaelides

The Wedding Guest,
 Jonathan Kellerman

Large Print:

All the Wrong Places, Joy Fielding

Connections in Death, J. D. Robb

Marilla of Green Gables, Sarah McCoy

Never Tell, Lisa Gardner

Presidio, Randy Kennedy

Tempt Me with Diamonds, Jane Feather

The Conspiracy, Kat Martin

The Current, Tim Johnston

The Lost Man, Jane Harper

The Man She Married, Cathy Lamb

Audio Books:

The Tour, Jean Grainer

Trust Me, Hank Phillippi Ryan
Pat Vitti, Chair, 457-9194

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

SOCIAL
The Memorial Day Event is planned 

for May 27 at the Rec Ctr 1 pool area. 
Signup will begin on April 29. At 
signup you will select your food. Your 
choices are pulled pork on a bun or 
barbeque chicken breast on a bun, with 
sides of coleslaw, beans, tri-colored 
pasta salad, and a delicious dessert of 
pineapple upside-down cake. Punch, 
water, and coffee will be available. You 
may bring your own choice of beverage 
but no glass containers, please. 

There will be the March of Colors 
by the Military Veterans, and we will 
sing songs to honor each division of 
our veterans. There will also be music 
by Kip Isbell. Bring your friends, and 
enjoy the event with your neighbors. Be 
sure to sign up, as this has always been 
a great event. The price is $16.

Our next party will be Fiesta Tues-
day, planned for June 25. There will 

TRAFFIC
Special thanks go to the volunteers 

who continued to help with age veri-
fication during March. The extension 
enabled residents who were unable to 
attend the first week to complete age 
verification and obtain the transponder 
stickers.

Resident information has been en-
tered into the dwellingLIVE software 
for those residents who completed the 
age verification process. The transpon-
der stickers are activated when infor-
mation is entered. Make sure to access 
the new software using your temporary 
registration code. Also, when entering 
through the resident lane, come to a 
stop at the line and move slowly toward 
the barrier arm, waiting for it to rise. 
The barrier arm will not open until 
your vehicle is in close proximity to the 
barrier arm; this is how the system was 
designed in order to avoid tailgating.

The contract for gate attendants at all 
four gates has been awarded to Nordic 

Barbosa streets. Existing trees needing 
to be removed have been verified and 
approved by the Greenbelt Committee. 
New additions have been marked with 
stakes. Dig-Alert has been notified to 
verify utilities. Then a final review of 
the areas will be done.

Greenbelt Committee’s 2019 Reno-
vation Projects are moving forward. 
Both projects were approved by the 
Board on February 21. This includes 
the Marin Slope Renovation (Acacia 
removal on the upper portion only) and 
the Gate #3 entrance on Jeronimo for 
the east and west sides.

Phase #2 of the supplemental tree 
planting approved list has been re-
viewed and will be starting soon. There 
will be approximately 100 new trees 
planted throughout the community.

If you see anything that needs our 
attention, please do not hesitate to call 
PWLC1, Inc. at 583-2705, and ask for a 
LMR (landscape maintenance request). 
They will be happy to follow up with 
you regarding any issue.

The Greenbelt Committee meets on 
the second Tuesday of every month 
at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room. New 
members are still needed to participate 
in our committee. We welcome anyone 
visiting us to see what we’re about. Our 
meetings are open to all residents.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013 
David Ankeny, Board Liaison

LIBRARY
At the last Library Committee meet-

ing, it was announced that Bobbie 
LaRue has retired from the commit-
tee; we wish her well. It was also 
announced that the circulation report 
history has been completed. Although 
we are down from our high in 1996, 
we still have a circulation of close to 
10,000 books/DVDs per year.

After all the reports were given, we 
discussed the need for more space. 
There is no more room for large print 
books, even though they were culled in 
December. Our committee is discuss-
ing and researching ways to accom-
modate accessibility to more books.

Establishing a game night at Rec Ctr 
1 is being considered. It would be open 
to all residents. The library has a wide 
selection of donated games from which 
to choose. As we get organized, we will 
publish our progress and offer a signup 
sheet for residents.

RESERVE STUDY
The Reserve Study Committee will 

begin meeting in May to develop the 
2020 Reserve Study. The members of 
this Committee are the Chairs of the 
following Casta del Sol committees: 
Facilities, Greenbelt, Traffic, Architec-
tural, Budget and Finance, and Insur-
ance. A few of the past presidents are 
also members of the Committee.

The first meeting on May 10 will 
be the Seminar that explains what a 
Reserve Study is all about. The actual 
2020 Reserve Study will be developed 
at meetings on May 17 and 24, June 7 
and 21, and July 12 and 26. All meet-
ings start at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room, 
except the May 24 and July 26 meet-
ings, which will be held in the Fiesta 
Room.

A significant amount of your monthly 
assessment, 26% of this year’s total 

budget, is contributed to the Reserve 
financial accounts. Bill Burfeind, the 
Committee’s Vice-Chair, and I encour-
age homeowners to attend the meetings 
to learn how and why reserve money is 
accumulated and spent.

Arthur Rosen, Chair, 454-8762
Bill Swift, Liaison

be more information in next month’s 
Courier.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
David Ankeny, Liaison

Continued on page 10
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TRAFFIC
Continued from page 9

TRAVEL COMMITTEE

APRIL 2019 Let’s Go traveLinG

Other Events with Signups Underway:
Best of Little Italy, San Diego
with Lunch at Filippi’s
Tuesday, April 9

Price: $114 (includes tax and gratuities)

Departs: 8:30 a.m. - Returns: 5:30 p.m.

Signup began: Tuesday, February 19

ART GROUP
The Casta del Sol Art Group engages 

in various activities including demon-
strations by professional artists, tours 
of museums, and forums to discuss 
participants’ art work. The February 
demonstration of acrylic painting by 
Wendy Wirth was extremely informa-
tive. On March 23, there was a docent 
tour of the Hilbert Museum in Orange 
followed by lunch. All art lovers were 
invited to join us.

On April 17, we will have a discus-
sion of various members’ art work. 
A special treat on May 15 will be an 
exhibition by renowned Chinese brush 
painter, Chris Ho. Following his dem-
onstration, attendees will have a chance 
to practice some simple techniques.

The Art Group is a welcoming place 
for novice artists as well as those who 
participate in any art form, includ-
ing painting, drawing, photography, 
ceramics, mosaics, and jewelry. For 
information or to attend the docent tour, 
contact Ed Tutton, 584-1638.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Grand Canyon West and Laughlin, NV
Tuesday, May 14 - Thursday, May 16 

Price:  *(19-28) $343pp (double)

 (29-37) $288pp (double)

 (38-54) $268pp (double)

 Add $45 for single supplement

 (includes all tax and gratuities)

            *Price determined by number of travelers

Departs: 9 a.m. - Returns: 6 p.m.

Signup began: Tuesday, March 5

Continued on page 12

TRAVEL
We have made a minor change in 

the Grand Canyon West and Laughlin, 
Nevada trip. We removed the Claim 
Jumper dinner so now you can dine 
wherever you wish on both nights. 
And, of course, all baggage handling, 
taxes and bus driver gratuities are 
included. 

BABY BOOMERS
The Baby Boomers are excited to an-

nounce that we’ll be back. Boomers are 
ready to party, and the club has great 
plans underway. If the Vista Room is 
ready, we will have a rockin’ party on 
May 4, so keep that date open. If the 
room isn’t ready, we’ll return in June. 
We will keep everyone informed, so 
look for announcements in the Cou-
rier, emails to members, flyers at Rec 
Centers, and eblasts from the recreation 
office. Until then, we will continue to 
inform Baby Boomers of musical and 
dance events of interest at other loca-
tions.

Please sign up for the club by writing 
a $10 check to Baby Boomers for 2019 
dues. Submit the check at the Rec Ctr 
1 desk and make sure to include your 
email. For more information about the 
Baby Boomers Club, contact Cathy 
Johnson at 305-4705.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

Security Services from March 1, 2019, 
to February 28, 2020.

Residents are responsible to notify 
their guests, contractors, and vendors 
of the vehicle rules within the Casta del 
Sol community. Remember, citations 
are issued to the resident if their guests, 
vendors, or contractors do not follow 
vehicle requirements.

Think about getting involved in our 
community. Committees and groups 
meet regularly. Check out the schedule 
found in the monthly Courier or at the 
Rec Ctr 1 office. For your information, 
the Traffic Committee meets on the first 

Monday of the month in the Garden 
Room at 9 a.m. Come by and check 
us out!

Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair,
350-3562

Fred Wilmott, Co-Chair, 367-6671
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

We are going to Laughlin for two 
nights and three days, on May 14-16. 
We’ll be staying at the Golden Nugget 
Hotel and Casino with two breakfasts 
(limited menu) at the Claim Jumper. 

Wednesday, we’ll visit the Hualapai 
Reservation with a Native American 
cultural performance and lunch, as well 
as a chance to explore the authentic 
Indian Village. While riding on the 
hop on/hop off narrated shuttle bus, 
we’ll stop for photo opportunities at 
three views of the Grand Canyon West: 
Guano Point, Hualapai Ranch and the 
Skywalk at Eagle Point. The Skywalk 
is a glass-floor horseshoe shaped bridge 
that extends 4,000 feet above the Colo-

rado River, and 65 feet from the edge 
of the rim. There is an additional fee 
for the Skywalk.

This adventure is easy to moderate 
walking. If you don’t like gambling, 
there is outlet shopping, and trips via 
boat to Lake Havasu. If you do decide 
to venture from one casino to another, 
there is a water taxi that runs up and 
down the Colorado River for a nomi-
nal fee.

The Travel Committee is looking for 
new members. We meet on the third 
Friday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Garden Room.

Bari Russell, Chair, 837-1847
Victoria Crayne, Liaison
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23442 El Toro Road Lake Forest, CA 92630  |  (949) 340-8108  |  freedomvillage.org

Lic. #300606831 COA 143

The Best  Time Of Your Life 
Starts At Freedom Village…

You can live freely knowing  
that you’ve made a solid  plan for your future!

Best Plan 

The opportunity to make 
lifelong friends

Best Lifestyle 

A Guarantee of Care for Life
Best Value

Gourmet menus with  
4 beautiful dining venues

Best Menus 

Thank you for voting Freedom Village the Best  
Senior Living Community two years in a row!

Call (949) 340-8108 for a complimentary lunch and tour!

Re-define Retirement Living! Step into a vibrant Life Plan Community with extraordinary amenities 
and activities abound! Enjoy peace of mind by choosing a community with Independent Living, 
Assisted Living, and Skilled Nursing with a Guarantee of Care for life.
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CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
Join in the fun on the first and third 

Wednesday of each month (April 3 
and April 17) from 10 to 11:55 a.m. 
in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. 
There is no membership fee. Many of 
us meet afterward at a nearby eatery 
for a no-host lunch. We’d love to get 
to know you.

We will be spending the next few 
sessions on Mother’s Day gifts for the 
residents of Laura’s House, a shelter for 
victims of domestic violence. Included 
in the package this year will be beaded 
bracelets, journals, cards and a luxury 
soap and lotion gift set. No special tal-

CRIBBAGE
Bored at home on Thursdays? Want 

to get out of the house on a Thursday 
evening? Come down to the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2 and play Cribbage. 
(If you’re dissatisfied on other eve-
nings, sorry but we can’t help you.)

Hone your mathematics skills so that 
you can show your grandchildren how 
well you can count to 15, and really 
impress them by going to 31. We play 
one-on-one, with three players, and 
partners with four players. Lessons can 
be arranged by calling Wayne.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
Stop by and introduce yourself. For 
more information, call Wayne Block at 
916-5387, or Joan Davis at 768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

ITALIAN AMERICAN
The Italian American Club will not 

meet in April, but we hope to resume 
meetings in June. We have been told 
that the Vista Room remodeling is 
projected to be finished in mid-May, 
but not soon enough for us to schedule 
a meeting. We should be able to give 
you a date in the next Courier.

John Richardson, 609-0334

BILLIARDS
I’m happy to see more and more peo-

ple using our great community asset, 
the Billiards Room. While you’re there, 
be sure to sign the information sheet 
on the bulletin board. That way you 
can receive updates and information 
on upcoming events, tournaments and 
planned demonstrations. If you haven’t 
done so already, stop by, say hello and 
ask questions. Everyone is friendly and 
looking forward to welcoming new 

CERAMICS
Spring has sprung in the ceramics 

workrooms and beautiful flowers are 
being painted on lovely items. Our 
ladies enjoyed playing bingo in March.
We regret to inform you that the Flea 
Market, usually held in May, has been 
canceled this year due to the renovation 
of the Vista Room. We look forward to 
bringing the event to you next year in 
the new and improved room.

Our club now has 48 members 
with Christine O’Connor and Barry 
Tabata being our newest members. 
Lucy Perez continues to teach pour-
ing to new members. We are proud to 
share that four of our members have 
become Certified Duncan Instructors; 
they are: Shelly Lethiot, Claudia Neill, 
Darrelyn Wood and Barbara Yauchzee. 
Congratulations to these ladies. They 
are sharing new techniques picked up 
at Duncan classes; we are fortunate to 
be able to learn new techniques from 
them.

Shelly Lethiot, 533-3316

BIBLE STUDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol or any 

guest who has an interest in participat-
ing in the study of the Bible is welcome 
to join us. This is an active group of 
folks from different churches. Our 
studies are varied, but always Bible-
oriented. We examine and/or question 
the study of the day, but always keep 
the discussion on topic and in the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 for 
study and prayer. Come and join us as 
we sing the old hymns. We are a no-
dues club. All are welcome. For more 
information, contact Fred Schram, 
633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

BRIDGE
Monday ...................... Rubber Bridge
 11:30 to 3 p.m.
 Host:
 Michael Gormley ............586-1948

Tuesday .................. Duplicate Bridge
 12 to 4 p.m.
 Info:
 Tim McCoy ............. 805-456-9266

2nd & 4th Saturdays ... Rubber Bridge
 6:30 to 10 p.m.
 Coordinator:
 Barbara Kroe ...................472-6465
Players contribute $1 for awards

Much of the popularity of contract 
bridge is attributed to the high stan-
dard of etiquette which is observed by 
players. No other modern game leans 
so heavily on the expectation that 
participants conduct themselves in a 
highly civilized manner. The rules of 
etiquette when playing bridge are based 
on good common sense and courtesy. 
For example, at the end of a round it 
is courteous to thank your opponents 
before moving on to the next table.

CANINE COMPANIONS
The Canine Companions will hold 

their next get-together on Saturday, 
April 20 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Lawn 
Bowling Pavilion. This will be our 
Yappy Hour; bring your own beverage 
of choice and an appetizer to share.

As a side note, Canine Companions 
would like to remind all Casta del Sol 
dog owners to pick up after your dogs.

Linda Brockmiller, 716-2395

players. If you have questions or com-
ments, email me at BilliardsCDS@cox.
net or give me a call.

Fred Wilmott, 367-6671

New to Casta del Sol? Haven’t played 
bridge for years? Check us out. Call 
one of the above numbers for more 
information, or email me.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net

ent is needed. Materials are provided 
and you’ll be shown what to do.

On May 1, our friend from Laura’s 
House will visit us with an update on 
the vital work this group is doing.

For more information, contact Mar-
lene Kazen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

HERITAGE GARDEN
There will be no meeting of the Heri-

tage Garden Club this month. Instead, 
we will have a clean-up and spruce-up 
work day for all our volunteers. The 
month of March gave us enough ac-
cumulated rain days to keep us set for 
spring planting as well as a good start 
against the expected summer heat. For 
this, we are deeply grateful.

Please continue using the recycle bins 
in the back of the Rancho building for 
all your plastic water bottles, aluminum 
cans, and any bottles having a CVC 
label on them. This money helps keep 
our treasury funded so we can pay for 
our plants and supplies.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415



The Casta CourierApril 2019 Page  13

LAPIDARY AND JEWELRY 
MAKING

Hello members. I would like to use 
this Courier opportunity to ask all 
members to make sure their 2019 dues 
are paid. Annual dues are $12. Also, it 
is very important to have each member 
fill out a Waiver of Liability form. I 
will have these forms in the Casta del 
Sol office. Please ask the receptionist 
for the Lapidary/Jewelry folder which 
will contain blank forms. Fill out the 
requested information along with your 
signature and email address and return 
your form to the Lapidary/Jewelry 
folder.

We gladly welcome anyone who 
has an interest in learning lapidary as 
well as in learning new ways to create 
unique jewelry. Join in on the creativity 
and the fun.

Lapidary meets on Mondays from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon and Jewelry Making 
meets on Fridays from 1 to 4 p.m.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

Continued on page 16

LAS DAMAS
Our club has once again found it 

necessary to cancel what would have 
been our next luncheon on May 8. So 
now our plans are in full swing for a 

great June 12 fiesta-themed luncheon 
as we come to the end of this club year. 
As always, we will be dark for July 
and August.

We’ve planned some great entertain-
ment as the Pennyroyal Players will be 
here to perform their show titled Piece 
by Piece with singing and storytelling. 
Menu offerings will include chicken 
enchiladas, salad, Mexican rice, refried 
beans, chips and salsa and for dessert, 
luscious Tres Leches Cake.

Signups for this June 12 luncheon 
will be May 8 through June 9 at the 
Rec Ctr 1 office: members, $18; non-
members, $20. We have missed all 
your smiling faces and it will be a great 
reunion when we meet.

Roxanne Spafford, 951-1770

MILITARY VETERANS
Welcome all veterans to our Military 

Veterans Club. Our diverse group of 
veterans has served in all branches of 
the military. Everyone is invited to at-
tend regardless of the branch, duty sta-
tion, occupation or rank you achieved 
during your time in uniform.

We are primarily a social club with 
guest speakers presenting subjects of 
interest to all veterans. We meet on the 

fourth Monday of each month begin-
ning with a social time at 6:30 p.m. with 
food and beverages, followed by our 
meeting from 7 to 8 p.m. We also have 
regular dinner events with our spouses 
and significant others to enjoy great 
food and dancing. Our next meeting 
will be March 25 in the Fiesta Room. 
We invite all veterans to attend these 
fun events.

Bob Casillas, 468-8135

PINOCHLE
Attention, pinochle players: we play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 

promptly at 6:30 p.m. We mostly play 
three-handed, but we may also play 
partners.

In February, Terry Owen had high 
game (three hands) of 1,450 and Jane 
Knesel and Cathie Joy were second 
with 1,160 each. The high series was 
won by Linda Owen with a total of 
4,240 points. Jane was second with 
4.230 points. For the month, Cathie was 
in first place with 13,570 points and 
Jane was second with 12,810 points. 
There were ten double pinochles re-
ported during the month. Congratula-
tions to our winners.
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April 2019April 2019

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com
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FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

  6:30 p.m. Art Group, AC

 16 15

 21

 20

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - April 2019

*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....M,W, 1 p.m., G;
 T,TH, 8 a.m., G or F
*Pilates  .........................M,W,F, 9 a.m., G or F;
*Yoga .............................W, 5:20 p.m., G
Bible Study ....................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1..........................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ...............4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ................ M,T,TH,F,S, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
                                        W, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12 p.m., F

Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

10 a.m. Welcome, G

 13

 14

  8  10

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
12:45 p.m. Lawn Bowling
                    Tourney, LBG/P 11 a.m. Variety Club, F

  9

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

Hand & Foot ......................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 1st M, 5 p.m.,G
Jewelry Class ................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg .................... M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 p.m.; S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train ................F, 6 p.m., F
Open Paddle Tennis .......M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Original Mexican Train ...S, 6:30 p.m., H
Party Bridge ...................M, 12 p.m., F;
 2nd & 4th S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball .......................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 a.m., G;
 M, 6 p.m., G; W, 6 p.m., G
Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 p.m., H

Poker .............................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies ..................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting ..........................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .....T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Tennis (Open) .................T,TH, 7 p.m.; S, 8-10 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Tole Painting ..................2nd & 4th T, 2 p.m., AR
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Wood Workers ..................M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 
Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 B = Billiards Room
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  9:30 a.m. Heritage
                         Garden, H
  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                        Meeting, F  4 p.m. Democratic , F

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, G

  6

 29 28

 

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Meetings & events

  7

Calendar Coordinator,
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

 11

  9:30 a.m. Travel , G
12 p.m. Fishing, G

 30

10:30 a.m. Courier
                       Stuffing, F

 27

  1 p.m. Canine
              Companions, LBP
  5 p.m. Veggie Garden
                            Party, P1

11 a.m. ARMDI, G

  9:30 a.m. Facilities, G

  5

10 a.m. Social, G
10 a.m. Architectural, F

  1   3

10 a.m. Library, G

  2

10:15 a.m. Greenbelt
                         Master, G
  1 p.m. Architectural, G

  9 a.m. Traffic, F
  7 p.m. Bocce Ball, F

  4

  9 p.m. CdS BoD
                     Workshop, F
  1 p.m. Singles, H

April Fool’s Day

Tax Day
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Casta Classic Cars – A Porsche Passion
By Bob Destino, photos by Paul Harmon

Bill Profeta bought his first Porsche 
in 1976. After a number of mishaps 

and problems, he traded it in on a dif-
ferent model, but that one developed 
problems, too. His real love affair with 
Porsches began when his wife Alice 
asked him what he’d like for his 50th 
birthday. His answer: “A new Porsche.” 
Bill has owned eight Porsches, and still 
has five, including a 1975 Porsche 914, 
a 1985 Porsche 911, a 2000 Porsche 
996 Cabriolet, a 1955 Beck Porsche 550 
Spyder, and a 1968 Porsche 912 which 
he is currently rebuilding.

Casta Classic Cars Invita-
tion

Do you own a classic or antique car, 
or know someone in Casta del Sol who 
does? We’d love to hear about it for a 
future Courier article.

Please call Paul Harmon at (530) 
945-1811.
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PINOCHLE
Continued from page 13

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne 
Block, 916-5387.

Nancy Money, 457-9066

WOODWORKING
We are planning several field trips 

this spring 

On Saturday, March 23, members of 
the Casta del Sol Woodworkers Club 
visited Rockler Woodworking and 
Hardware in Orange to see a demon-
stration on the SawStop table saw. The 
employees at Rockler are well-versed 
in the art of woodworking and the 
use of woodworking hand tools and 
machines. They give demonstrations 
on a few woodworking machines each 
Saturday.

The SawStop table saw was devel-
oped in recent years and has become 
popular with many woodworkers 
because of its unique safety feature of 
an instant stop if a hand or other body 
part comes in contact with the rotat-
ing blade. The saw blade stops within 
five milliseconds. The operator suffers 
only a small nick instead of a serious 
injury. Woodworkers hope to have the 
SawStop table saw in their future Casta 
wood shop.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228 

WATER EXERCISE
It’s been a bit cool outside, but the 

water is great - nice and warm. Join us 
Monday through Friday in Pool 1 for 
water exercise. It’s easy on your knees 
and we have a lot of fun. It’s the best 
bargain in Casta del Sol at only $5 per 
year. Sign up in the Rec Ctr 1 office 
and grab your suit.

Nan Rednall, 770-5973

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Ignoring the winter rains, members 

have continued harvesting crops, and 
are drying out the soil in preparation 
for spring planting. Seasonal rainfall 
has never exceeded this year’s total. 
Flooding might have occurred during 

VARIETY CLUB
The Casta del Sol Variety Club is 

preparing for our 2019 shows. You can 
expect two great shows from the Va-
riety Club following the rave reviews 
for our 2018 events.

The first event, a boutique show of 
about 8 to 10 acts, will be on June 29. 
Auditions for this show will take place 
on April 13 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the Garden Room. We invite singers, 
actors, and performers to try out. Sing-
ers should come prepared with a song 
that is well-known. Actors should be 
prepared to read a play selection.

The full-scale variety show will take 
place on four dates: November 21 
through 24. Mark your calendars as 
you won’t want to miss it.

If you would like to be involved with 
the Variety Club for future shows, 
please contact Barb Turino, (951) 858-
7350 or Sara Henninger, 303-8195.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

SOCIAL SINGLES
All single Casta del Sol residents are 

welcome to join us as we socialize at 
fun get-togethers and form new friend-
ships. There is no membership fee.

We have two events planned in April: 
Thursday, April 4, at 1 p.m. in the Heri-
tage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for socializing 
and games, and Thursday, April 18, at 
1 p.m. at Lucille’s Smokehouse Bar-
B-Que in Lake Forest for lunch. The 
last day to RSVP for the luncheon is 
April 15. Please RSVP only to Carol 
Kowalsky, cekewpie1@cox.net, or 
916-4862. To join the group and get 
on our email list, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Mary Carlson, 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

the storms, but the gradual slope of the 
gardens and drains prevented that. The 
rain has been good for the ground. The 
soil is leached of some old contami-
nation, and nitrogen has been added, 
which will be ideal for plants in the 
coming months. It will be interesting 
to see what happens in the gardens this 
spring and summer. Predicting future 
production is impossible, but the odds 
are this will be a good year for growing.

Garden members: cleanup day is 
Saturday, April 6, beginning at 9 a.m.

You can grow your own vegetables 
and fruit. So, if you don’t have a garden 
lot yet, sign up now at Rec Ctr 1.

Lynne Crum, 581-2349

CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
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AWAY GOLF
Our next tournament will be held on 

Tuesday, June 11 at the Costa Mesa Los 
Lagos Course. Complete details were 
not available in time to meet the dead-
line for this article. Mark your calendar. 
This is a fun and beautiful golf course 
you will not want to miss playing.

Details with cost and signup infor-
mation will be available in our May 
Courier article.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

BOCCE BALL
Do you want to have fun and a few 

laughs? Please join us on the Bocce 
Ball Courts. We play on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday afternoons 
from 2 to 3 p.m. We are located behind 
the Shuffleboard Pavilion.

Rain, rain, go away as we have not 
been able to play in weeks! We are 
thinking about returning to nights in 
April and will keep you posted as to 
when this might happen.

Mark your calendars for our April 
1 special bingo party at 7 p.m. in the 
Fiesta Room. We will be playing eight 
games with a special dessert at half 
time. Due to space limitations, this 
event will be limited to club members 
only.

BOWLING
This has been a very fast bowling 

season. We are in our final weeks with 
league play ending April 25. Because 
of the Vista Room remodel, we will 
not be having our usual banquet this 
year, but we will have a celebration at 
Saddleback Lanes on April 25.

Casta Bowling League 2019-2020 
will begin again on September 12. Ev-
eryone is welcome to join as a fulltime 
bowler or as a sub. We bowl on Thurs-
days at 1 p.m. If interested, please call 
Van Quinn (586-2363) or Gilda Martin 
(244-2901). It is lots of fun and a great 
way to make new friends.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

CHIPPERS
All Casta del Sol residents are wel-

come to join Golf Chippers. No golf ex-
perience is necessary. Save these dates: 
June 8, September 7, and December 7. 
All events are held on Saturday morn-
ings at 9 a.m. We gather at the Rec Ctr 

Continued on page 19

Our next regular meeting will be on 
Monday, May 6 at 7 p.m. in the Fi-
esta Room. Following a short business 
meeting, we will enjoy a night of cards.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890
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TENNIS
Bunco: our first bunco night was a 

great success. Rhonda Cusack won 
$50 for the most buncos, Linda Smith 
won $25 for the most wins, and Jeff 
Trainer had a great time winning $10 
for the most losses. Besides the games, 
everyone enjoyed the food and com-
panionship.

Open Tennis: we have open tennis ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday night from 
7 to 8:30 and every Saturday from 8 to 
10 a.m. Currently, Court 2 is for open 
tennis and Court 1 is for the challenge 
ladder tournament.

We continue to offer tennis lessons. 
Lessons are Tuesdays from 9 to 10:30 
a.m.; reservations are required.

We will be holding an event in the 
Vista Room on May 18; details to fol-
low. Save the date.

Mary Heyer, (413) 687-1341

SHUFFLEBOARD
Sunday Super Shuffle winners for 

February were: first place, Judy Martin 
and Stan Krauson; second place, Mo 
Caywood and Michael Bukala; third 
place, Laurie Storrie and Bob Cay-
wood. The Social Super Sunday group 
winners were: first place, Ann Loranger 
and Tom Clark; second place, Shirley 
Saunders and Mo Caywood; third 
place, Gilda Martin and Bob Caywood.

NORMAN MURRAY 
CENTER

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

April Events

2 golf practice area. Bring a wedge golf 
club or use one that we can provide.

Give Golf Chippers a try. If you like 
it, join for $10 to cover membership for 
the 2019 season. We collect $3 at each 
session to cover light refreshments and 
prizes. On the Friday before each event, 
we set up at 9 a.m.; you are welcome 
to lend a hand. Any Casta resident may 
practice after the site is set up. Also, 
please consider bringing a simple item 
from your garage or a golf-related item 
to donate for the prize table. Questions: 
Call Walt McCleary, 697-1571, or Bob 
Hrad.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

PICKLEBALL
Now is a great time to play pickleball. 

On Friday mornings from 8:30 to 10, 
new players are welcome to come and 
learn the basics. A group is also playing 
on Monday evenings at 6 p.m. It is easy 
to learn pickleball. We have paddles 
and balls available for new players to 
use. Please wear tennis shoes and come 
enjoy the game.

The pickleball courts are also avail-
able for private group play. Sign up 
on the white board outside the courts 
to reserve a time, or just show up; if 
the courts are empty, feel free to play. 
Outside guests are welcome as long as 
they are playing with a resident.

The 2019 annual dues for pickleball 
are $10 and may be paid now at the Rec 
Ctr 1 office.

Come join the fun!
Donna Guild, 446-0005

LAWN BOWLING
Here we go: Friday, April 12 will be 

our exciting Yardstick Bowl Tourna-
ment. It’s fun, fast and lots of laughs. 
To thank all our bowlers for their 
patience and understanding during the 
extremely wet conditions this winter, 
the LB club will be providing the food, 
beverages and desserts. This event is 
for members only. The dress will be 
white shirts with white or beige shorts 
and flat-soled shoes. Check-in time is 
12:30 p.m. with play from 12:45 to 2:45 
p.m. If you plan to attend this event, 
contact Gary Everson, eversong2007@
gmail.com or 716-6373, by April 5.

Open bowling winter hours: Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, check- 
in time 12:45 p.m., with play from 1 to 
3 p.m.; Saturdays check-in time 9:45 
a.m. with play from 10 to 12 noon.

Lawn Bowling questions? Contact 
Gary Everson (716-6373) or Butch 
Nelson (351-0941).

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

FISHING
Whether you are an experienced fish-

erman or a novice, you are welcome to 
join the Casta del Sol Fishing Club. We 
fish both fresh and salt water. Club fish-
ing derbies are scheduled throughout 
the year. Join us at our monthly club 
lunch meeting held from 12 to 1:30 
p.m. on the fourth Friday of each month 
in the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1.

The club also hosts family social 
activities in June (picnic and cruise at 
the lake) and November (Turkey Shoot 
with food, prizes and games). You are 
invited to join in the fun and become a 

Leagues continue to play Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings and Wednes-
day nights. Instruction and practice 
continue every Friday morning at 10 
a.m. All are welcome.

Our shuffleboard summer bingo party 
is scheduled for June 8. Please mark 
your calendars. Signups will begin in 
May.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

member of the CdS Fishing Club.

Interested in attending a meeting, 
joining the club, or want to pier fish 
from San Clemente pier or charter boat 
fish with club members from Dana 
Point? Call Nick Morenc, 588-6223, 
or John Waters, 951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644

• Two courses will help you identify 
with, and better understand, the be-
haviors and needs of those living with 
dementia. Presented by the Virtual 
Dementia tour on Tuesday, April 16. 
Course #26233 from 10 to 11 a.m., and 
Course #26234 from 11 a.m. to noon.

• The Age Well, Drive Smart class pres-
ents their program on Tuesday, April 
16, from 10 a.m. to noon. This program 
is designed to help seniors refresh their 
knowledge of the rules of the road, and 
learn about normal age-related physical 
changes that may affect driving ability. 
Course #27847.

• On Thursday, April 18, from 10 a.m. 
to noon, Monarch Butterfly will pres-
ent a program showing how meditation 
can be very beneficial for seniors. Ben-
efits include reduced stress, improved 
mood, decreased loneliness, and im-
proved longevity. Course #29685.

• Also on Thursday, April 18, from 1 
to 3 p.m., there will be a presentation 
showing options to make your life 
easier and more enjoyable, whether you 
choose to stay in your current home or 
transition to a different one. Course 
#26356.

• Another beneficial program continues 
every Thursday through April from 9 
to 11 a.m. It will help you reduce the 
fear of falling, increase activity levels, 
and set realistic goals for increasing 
strength and balance. Course #24323.

• All of the above are free, but call 
for reservations. For more informa-
tion, consult the Murray Memo which 
you can receive electronically or have 
mailed to your home by calling 470-
3062.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

There is no finalization yet in the 
sale of the Casta del Sol Golf Course 
property.

The China National Swim Team has 
been training at our beautiful Margue-
rite Aquatics Center. The swimmers 
were introduced at a recent Council 
meeting and will continue training for 
several more weeks.

The city will once again host Bunny 
Days on the Oso green on Saturday, 
April 13 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bring 
your grandchildren; they will all have 
fun. This year there will not be a bake 
sale as part of the Easter egg hunt.

Mayor Raths has decided to discon-
tinue his bid to nominate a candidate 

as an Ambassador to the city. The 
motion to appoint such an individual 
did pass by a 3 - 2 vote. However, 
due to resident comments and ensuing 
controversy, the mayor decided, with 
councilmember approval, to table the 
position.

The Murray Center will increase the 
quantity of Murray Memos that we 
receive at Rec Ctr 1. However, those 
copies disappear quickly. The best 
way to be sure to receive your copy 
is to pick it up at the Murray Center. 
Or, call 470-3062 to have the Murray 
Memo mailed to your home or sent to 
you electronically.

CHIPPERS
Continued from page 17
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San Joaquin Wildlife
Sanctuary

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

DAY TRIPPING

WHAT’S COOKING
AT CASTA

Want help in the 
ki tchen? Linda 
shares her favorite 
recipes. 

Linda Brockmiller

TIPS AND HINTS FOR 
YOU AND YOUR PC

Your Computer’s Hard Drive 
Will Fail

This column is written 
by Casta’s computer 
whiz, Jerry Hewitt. 

Jerry Hewitt

The hard drive is essential for smooth 
operation of your computer. It is where 
all of the information on your computer 
is stored. This includes the operating 
system, all programs, and all files that 
you create, like documents, photos, 
music and videos. But your hard drive 
is going to fail.

The hard drive acts like a file cabinet 
in that all of the files on it are available 
and waiting to be used. Some files, like 
the operating system, are used every 
time the computer is used. Other files, 
like Aunt Sally’s recipe for monkey 
cake, are used very seldom. If any of 
these files become corrupted, they can 
be unusable. In the case of the operat-
ing system, that could mean that the 
computer becomes unusable.

Most hard drives save data on disks 
spinning at high speed, with an arm that 
moves across the disk to read/write. 
Over time, the surface of the disks 

can deteriorate, which makes the data 
harder to read and the computer seem 
slower. With this type of failure, the 
computer may stop operating, but data 
can be recovered.

Other failures can be catastrophic, 
resulting in loss of data. This can hap-
pen when a computer is dropped or 
jarred and the read/write arm comes in 
contact with the disk. Also, a clicking 
noise from the hard drive indicates that 
a mechanical failure may be imminent, 
and action should be taken immediately 
to avoid data loss.

Newer style drives are solid-state 
drives, SSDs, and have no moving 
parts. They are not subject to mechani-
cal failure and provide faster perfor-
mance. SSDs are also more expensive. 
Due to the cost, SSDs typically have 
lower storage capacity than spinning 
drives, and are found on high perfor-
mance computers.

Both spinning drives and SSDs re-
quire an electronic interface between 
the drive and the computer, and this 
can fail without warning.

To minimize your risk of data loss 
from hard drive failure, be alert to slow 
performance issues and clicking noises. 
And, of course, be sure that you have 
your data backed up.

S e n d  y o u r  p c  q u e s t i o n s  t o 
cdshelpdesk@gmail.com.

Rain Devils

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

SMALL TALK

This year’s rainstorms have con-
vinced me that rain devils control our 
lives during rainy weather. I imagine 
them as monster-like little creatures 
that take great pleasure in playing nasty 
tricks on us. Here’s a replay of how 
they tortured me one day.

I drove to a doctor’s appointment 
under clear skies. Upon arrival, rain 
teemed down moments after I stepped 
out of my car. I raced inside, drenched 
and with elevated blood pressure. The 
rain devils laughed their heads off.

After my appointment, the rainstorm 

had passed, so I stopped at the grocery 
store. I couldn’t believe it when I came 
out of the store twenty minutes later to 
a downpour. Rain seeped into my shoes 
and dripped from my hair as I loaded 
soggy bags of groceries into my car. 
The rain devils rolled around laughing.

Once home, I dried off in time to walk 
my dog. Although it wasn’t raining, I 
took the umbrella. Sure enough, a block 
from home, it began to pour. While at-
tempting to balance the umbrella, hold 
onto the dog, and pick up droppings, I 
once again got soaked. I cursed the rain 
devils! They clearly heard me because 
the wind blew my umbrella inside out 
and broke it. We rushed home, and a 
minute after entering the house, the 
rain completely stopped. While the rain 
devils howled with laughter, I devoured 
two chocolate brownies.

The moral? If you can’t beat ‘em . . . 
use it as an excuse to eat chocolate!

Orange Chicken with Biscuits
4 chicken breasts or thighs, boned

Flour for coating

Salt and pepper

Paprika

1 Tbsp. butter

1 Tbsp. oil

1 can Pillsbury Biscuits

Orange Sauce
½ cup orange juice

1 grated orange rind

1 tsp. lemon juice

¼ cup sugar

2 tsp. melted butter

Coat chicken in seasoning and flour. 
Brown the chicken quickly on both 
sides and place in a baking dish. Bake 
at 400 degrees for 20 minutes.

Take chicken out of oven and push 
to center of baking dish. Place biscuits 
beside the chicken around the sides of 
the pan. Pour orange sauce over the 
chicken and lightly on the biscuits and 
bake at 400 degrees for another 10 
minutes. Pour any extra sauce from the 
pan over the chicken.

Located in Irvine, this 300-acre con-
structed wetland, the largest coastal 
freshwater marsh in Southern Cali-
fornia, is the floodplain of San Diego 
Creek. Owned by the Irvine Ranch 
Water District, the San Joaquin Wild-
life Sanctuary serves a dual purpose of 
removing nitrates from the creek water 
and providing a bird habitat.

The sanctuary has more than 10 miles 
of wheelchair-accessible hiking trails 
and a series of ponds, ringed with na-
tive plants. The landscaping has been 
designed to attract birds, and there are 
also nesting boxes for birds. More than 
120 species of birds, including hawks, 
swallows, roadrunners, hummingbirds, 
herons, egrets, pelicans, sandpipers, 
ducks, geese, and kingfishers, have 
been spotted there.

Open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, this 
is a great place to take kids, especially 
during the early mornings when the 
birds are most likely to be spotted. The 
trails are easy to walk, and even if you 
don’t see a lot of birds, the native plants 
are fun to identify. It is an oasis of calm 
even though it is very close to the Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, the I-405 
freeway, and the John Wayne Airport.

There are monthly nature and bird 
walks, both of which are free. The 
former take place on the first Saturday 
of the month at 9 a.m. The latter are 
held the second Sunday of the month 
at 8 a.m. During the summer, there are 
bat walks held during the evenings, for 
which a fee is charged.

There is a gift shop staffed by a 
knowledgeable volunteer, as well as 
restrooms, picnic tables, and free park-
ing. Best of all, there is no admission 
fee.

The Sanctuary is located at 5 Ripar-
ian View, Irvine. The phone num-
ber is 261-7963. The website has 
more activities and information: 
www.seaandsageaudubon.org.

ATTENTION CASTA RESIDENTS. . .
Meals on Wheels are available five days a week (Monday-

Friday) or three days a week (Monday, Wednesday, Friday). 
Delivery is made between 11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. each day. 
Call 470-3063 to register.
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What a wonderful day for the Spring 
Chippers Event as 20 duffers/semi-pros 
used their skills to try and best 18 very 
challenging holes. Hazards would be 
a more appropriate name though, as 
nobody mastered any of them.

We were pleasantly surprised to have 
two delightful ladies from the United 

Kingdom join in as guests of Audrey 
Michaels. One of them won ladies third 
place! As always, winning is not as im-
portant as getting together and enjoying 
our beautiful Casta del Sol sunshine 
and sharing a Saturday morning with 
friends and new acquaintances alike. 
Next event is on Saturday, June 8.

CHIP, CHIP, CHIPPING!
Article and photos by Kip Isbell

Bob Hard explalins the rules.

Another photo on page 24
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Easter
CELEBRATE

BETWEEN THE RAINSTORMS
Article and photo by Kip Isbell

Rain the day before and the day after, 
but on that beautiful clear and chilly 
Saturday, the Paddle Tennis Club held 
their Just for The Love of the Game 
Tournament. A leaf blower was com-
mandeered to dry the courts before play 
could begin. Spectators were bundled 
up and seemed to thoroughly enjoy 

watching the competition. It was a real 
head-turner!

There were three divisions in the 
tournament. Winner of the Red Divi-
sion was the team of Kevin and Marci 
Smith. Winner of the White Division 
was Gary Everson and Joann Reinhold. 
The Pink Division winner was Howard 
and Eleanor Reafsnyder.
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GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEIGHBORS:
ARLYS FOWLER
By Bob Destino, photo by Paul Harmon

Arlys Fowler and her late husband 
were born in North Dakota and, except 
for a brief period early in their mar-
riage, lived there all their lives. She 
moved here recently to be near three of 
her four children who live in this area. 
When we spoke with her in October, 
she was still getting settled and was en-
joying our Southern California climate 
“especially compared to North Dakota 
at this time of year.” She appreciated 
our Welcome Committee’s visit and is 

looking forward to becoming involved 
in Casta del Sol activities.
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CHIP, CHIP, CHIPPING!
Continued from page 21

FRANCYS RENZI, 105 AND STILL GOING STRONG
By Liz Rickett, photo by Darrelyn Wood

Francys Renzi may be 105 but she 
is no stereotypical old lady. She plays 
mahjohngg, goes to church services at 
Church of the Master, enjoys going out 
to lunch with friends and watches the 
news. She always has a smile on her 
face and loves living in Casta del Sol.

An original owner, moving here in 
1983, Francie became active right 
away. She sang in a Casta group, 
played pan, learned mahjohngg, and 
started the Italian American Club.

Born at home in Los Angeles, Francie 
remembers wearing a string of garlic 
around her neck to protect her from 
worms. If she had a headache, her mom 
would peel a potato, cut it in half and 
rub the potato against her forehead. 
Amazingly enough, it always cured 
the headache. Home remedies were 
important, as doctors were few and 
far between and very expensive when 
found.

Francie has always been a hard 
worker. As a child she attended school 
on Mondays for half a day because she 
had to help her Mom with the laundry. 
The wash was done outside in the yard 
in a big tub where the clothes were 
boiled. Tuesday was ironing day, which 
she did as soon as she came home from 
school. Her dad made wine from grapes 
he grew. Francie remembers stomping 
on the grapes with her brothers, all of 
whom wore boots.

She never went to the beach or a 
movie until she was an adult. The 
one entertainment at her home was a 
phonograph.

Francie has had a variety of jobs: 
switchboard operator, mail-room clerk, 
grocery store checker, home designer 
and bakery salesperson.

She and her husband, Joe, were mar-
ried for 75 years. Joe taught at Pierce 
College and also sang and played the 
piano.

It is hard to believe this vibrant 
woman is 105 years old. She plans to 
make a copy of her birth certificate and 
carry it with her as proof.
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Is Homecare
Too Expensive?

23442 El Toro Rd., Bldg. #2, Lake Forest, CA 92630 | www.freedomvillage.org

(949) 472-4733

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing

Freedom Village Assisted Living offers Laguna
Woods residents short-term stays with 5-star dining, 
personalized support, medication management, life 
enriching activities and entertainment.

Lic. #300606831 
COA 143

FOLLOW US ON:

Call today to schedule a tour:

$165/
for up to 10 days

Day

On Tuesday, March 12, 
thousands of Painted Lady 
Butterflies came to visit Casta 
del Sol in an experience that 
Paul Harmon called a “flygra-
tion.”

People sat in the Butterfly 
Garden for about an hour 
watching a solid mass of these 
butterflies, all moving north-
northwest. A few stopped for a 
minute or so, only to continue 
on.

PAINTED LADIES VISIT CASTA
By Liz Rickett, photos by Paul Harmon

It is assumed that these butterflies in 
the Butterfly Garden were part of “an 

unusually heavy migration … making 
its way from Mexico to reach breeding 

grounds in Oregon,” according 
to a report in the March 13, 2019 
Orange County Register. The 
butterflies were visible in much 
smaller numbers the week before 
and days after.

Painted Lady Butterflies are 
smaller and more common than 
the Monarch Butterfly. They also 
feed on 100 host plants, while the 
Monarch only host on milkweed. 
Both varieties can be seen in the 
Butterfly Garden but seldom in 
such huge swarms.
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A GOOD READ: THE 
WOMAN IN THE WIN-
DOW
By Liz Rickett

If you liked the film Rear Window  
. . . if you enjoyed the book Gone Girl, 
or Girl on the Train, you will want to 
read The Woman in the Window by A. 
J. Finn.

Anna Fox lives in a house in Harlem. 
An agoraphobic, separated from her 
husband and daughter, she drinks more 
than she should and takes more than 
the prescribed dose of her prescrip-
tions. Her days are spent watching her 
neighbors, learning about their lives, 
and becoming interested in their daily 
routines.

One day, looking at the house across 
the street, she sees something disturb-
ing -- or does she? In less than one 
month, her life is shattered because of 
what she claims she saw. You won’t 
want to put this book down until you 
finish it.

This book is available at the Casta 
del Sol Library.

THE STREET WHERE 
YOU LIVE
Edited by Bob Destino

Every street name in Casta del Sol has 
a story. Here are a few of those stories.

•  Ribalta, named for influential Span-
ish painter Francisco Ribalta.

•  Via Unamuno, named for Spanish 
existentialist writer Maquel de Una-
muno.

•  Zurburan, named for Spanish ba-
roque painter Francisco de Zur-
buran.

•  Via Pellicer, named for Mexican 
writer Carlos Pellicer whose work 
expresses a joyful acceptance of life.

•  Via Hierro, named for 20th century 
Spanish poet Jose Hierro.

•  Via Lorca, named for Spanish 
baroque poet Federico de Garcia 
Lorca.

•  Via Mistral, named for French writer 
and poet Frederick Mistral whose 
best known work is the play Mireille.

•  Via Molina, named for either Argen-
tine poet Enrique Molina or Spanish 
theologian Luis Molina.
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IN MEMORIAM
Yoshikawa Kinoshita
Georgia Sabin
Jerry Walters

Courier Volunteers
The Courier expresses its gratitude to these dedicated volunteers who, each 

month, pack the paper for distribution. The next stuffing date is Tuesday, 
April 30, 10:30 a.m. in the Fiesta Room.
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Brantley, Barbara
Brickman, Ree
Chenarides, Arline
Colombana, Jill

Cromwell, Irina
Freed, Jayne
Friedman Debra
Harris, Barbara
Herzberg, Bruce
Isbell, Kip
Jankowski, Jerry

Jankowski, Nancy
Kirsch, Linda
Malloy, Gary
Massey, Bob
McCoy, Deb
Moynihan, Bill
Rothert, Evelyn

Schinas, Kathy
Smith, Myrna
Stoddard, Don
Sweet, Susan
Waters, Dona
Waters, John
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 

ARON & SON 
Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
23 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

AVON PRODUCTS 
Call Nancy Miller at 949-454-1048 for 

FREE brochures and samples. 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

COMPUTER SERVICE 

OC GEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRAPERIES 

ACCURATE WINDOW COVERINGS 
Draperies – Blinds – Shutters - Shades 

Sales – Installations – Repairs 
SALE  10% to 50% off 

Serving Casta Del Sol for over 15 years 
Call 949-588-7002 Lic#794804 / Insured 

www.accuratewindowcoverings.net 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. Call: 
949-842-6831 

PRIVATE CAREGIVER 
In -home care, personal assistance, errands, appt's. 

12 years exp. Insured. Jeannie (949) 228-4950 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

EVA’S BACK! 
EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 
estimates. Doing business 19 years. 

Casta del Sol & Laguna Woods. 
Call: 949-461-0108 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

Call or email KITCHEN VISION for details! 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 

➢ QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ GRANITE COUNTERTOPS 
➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ KITCHEN UPGRADES 
25 yrs. of CdS References CSLB#698412 
  **KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611** 

email: KITCHENVISION@COX.NET 

MOVERS 

WEST COAST RELOCATION 
Local & Long Distance Moves, Packing 

Services, Storage & Custom Moves 
FREE Insurance with every move 

Senior Discount - $50 Off Total Price 
Lic. #191386  •  Call: 949-386-0335 

MUSIC LESSONS 

GUITAR LESSONS FOR RETIREES 
Your home or my studio. Special CDS residents  
rates. Call for a FREE “get acquainted” lesson. 

949-413-1918 
www.EZmusicLessons.net 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent (CdS Res.) 

● IRS & CTEC Registered Tax Preparer 
● Bonded ● Individual Tax Returns 

● Corporations ● Partnership ● Trust ● Gift 
For appointments call: 949.716.9970 

WILLS & TRUSTS 

Wills & Trust 
LIVING TRUST - $599 Complete!! 

Call Greg: (949) 851-4969 

WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

37 YEARS IN ORANGE COUNTY 
$60 Inside/Outside. Screens & tracks. 

(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 
*Also Gutter Cleaning.* 

PRO WINDOW CLANING 
Free Estimates. Quality Work Guaranteed. 

We’ll match any price! Screen Repair Service. 
Call Tony: 949.354.7227 

 
 All classified and display ads including 

inserts/flyers must be submitted and paid 
for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


