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Nellie Cisneros Receives Caregiver 
Award
Photo by Dani Bensimon

God Bless the U.S.A.
By Lee Greenwood, photo by Kip Isbell

Military Ball Features Salute to 
Patriotism
By Nellie Cisneros, photos by Kip Isbell

Completion of Rec Ctr 2 Showers 
and Restrooms
By Fran Morgan and Sally Gilmore, photo by Al Guild

The choice of neutral colors and tile gives the restrooms a fresh and stylish look.

The Rec Ctr 2 showers and rest-
rooms project is now complete. 

The renovation of these facilities be-
came necessary this summer because 
many of the old shower pans began 
leaking, causing water to seep into the 
walls and plumbing of both the shower 
and restroom areas. Once the project 

began, a major problem was discovered 
when the demolition workers found 
that the required footings beneath the 
interior walls were missing. The show-
ers, restrooms, and the pool had to be 
shut down for health and safety reasons 
while the repairs were undertaken.

Casta del Sol’s Military 
Veterans Club hosted 

its traditional Honors Ball 
to celebrate Veterans Day 
on Sunday, November 11. 
The theme was Salute to 
Patriotism.

Seven members of the 
club passed away this year.  
In memoriam, we celebrate 
these veterans for their pa-
triotism and service to our 
country. They are: Navy 
Yeoman Howard Bender 
(World War II); Army Para-
trooper Sgt. Frank Johnson 
(Korea); Army Special-
ist Harvey Kasser (Cold 
War), Army Sgt. Keith 
LaRue (Vietnam); Marine 
Donald Lewis Robbins (Vietnam); 
Marine Corpsman Paul Rubenstein 
(World War II); and Air Corps Sgt. Sol 
Schwartz (World War II).

The annual Honors Ball is always a 
festive evening with great live music, a 
delicious dinner, fabulous door prizes, 

and moving tributes honoring all those 
who bravely served in all branches of 
the military.

Always an honored tradition is the 
cutting of the cake bearing the seals 
of the Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, 

Congratulations to Nellie Cisneros 
(right) for receiving the 2018 Al-

zheimer’s Orange County Visionary 
Women Caregiver Award, a unique 
honor for individuals who demonstrate 
exemplary commitment to compas-
sionate care. Awards were presented 
at the 12th Annual Visionary Women 
Celebrating Caregivers Luncheon on 
September 13 at Rancho Las Lomas 
in Silverado Canyon.

Please Stop at the Gates

Veteran’s Day November 2018

I’d thank my lucky stars

To be living here today

Cause the flag still stands for freedom

And they can’t take that away

And I’m proud to be an American

Where at least I know I’m free

And I won’t forget the men who died

Who gave that right to me

And I’d gladly stand up next to you

And defend her still today

Cause there ain’t no doubt

I love this land

God Bless the U.S.A.

A reminder from the Traffic Commit-
tee to remember the following when 
entering the gates in the resident lanes:

1.  Stop at the stop line when entering 
in the resident lane.

2. Wait for the gate arm to open.

3.  Only one vehicle may drive through 
at a time.

4.  Gate arm will close immediately 
after a vehicle goes through.

5.  The next vehicle may drive through 
once the gate arm reopens.

6. The gate arm will then close again.

7.  If you cause a gate arm strike, you 
will be responsible for the damages.

8.  No vehicle is to follow behind 
another without first stopping and 
waiting for the gate arm to operate 
as above.

Cutting the cake bearing the seals of all five 
military branches are George Locke and 
Carol Carroll.

 

COUPON BOOKS
Residents should have received an assessment statement in November. 
In late December, homeowners will receive their coupon books for their 
January - November 2019 payments. If a resident is signed up to have 
their payments made automatically (ACH) through Powerstone, no cou-
pon book will be sent for that resident.
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Randy Thompson, President

In the coming 
months, you will 
begin to notice 
some changes re-
lated to the opera-
tion of the gates 
here at Casta. If you 
haven’t already noticed, there are new 
signs that tell you that the gates will 
only allow one car through per raise 
of the barrier arm; it also tells you that 
there will not be any tailgating. This 
will be important in the near future as 
we move to using transponders (these 
are stickers somewhat like those we 
are currently using, only more sophis-
ticated and costlier) for each resident’s 
vehicle(s). The transponders will signal 
the resident gate to open without the 
assistance of the gate attendant and will 
close automatically and immediately 
after each car passes. That is why it is 
imperative that you do not tailgate the 
vehicle in front of you. If you should 
tailgate and hit the gate arm, you will 
be responsible for any damages to 
your vehicle as well as to the barrier 
arm itself. Our goal is to have the tran-
sponder equipment in place so that we 
can begin using it during the annual 
age verification process, which is cur-
rently scheduled for February 2019. 
Naturally, you’ll receive an email blast 
from Valerie indicating the actual dates 
as well as an article in the Courier.

We will also be installing a new 
software package that was recently 
approved by the Board, called Dwell-
ing Live. This software will be a new 
system that will manage aspects of 
how the gates operate and will handle 
guest passes, both permanent and those 
newly added by you. The Dwelling 
Live software has many capabilities. At 
the beginning, we will be using only a 
couple of these features. As time goes 
on and we get more acquainted with 
the software and its uses, we will start 
using other parts of the program.

The goal of these changes is to make 
it easier for residents to enter the com-
munity while at the same time taking 
some of the burden off the gate atten-
dants who are currently managing both 
lanes of traffic at each gate. It has come 
to my attention that there have been 
some thoughts and comments regard-
ing the automated gate proposal that 
was voted down a couple of years ago. 
Have no fear; the above-mentioned 
updates do not constitute gate automa-

Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by email in 
the form of a document attached to 
an email. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor email addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by email by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Garden Room.
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LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape 
Services 
Coordinator

It was a record 
year in 2018: The hard freeze in the 
spring, then the extreme heat wave 
in the summer. Both the temperature 
highs and lows damaged the plants, 
but luckily most recovered over time. 
The heat wave affected the plants dif-
ferently because sunlight causes the 
plants to grow faster. The trees took a 
beating too. Insects like the polyphagus 
shot hole borer and the fungus it carries 
has been showing up more and more in 
recent years killing trees.

The top call to PWLC1 was for irri-
gation, but other calls were for skunks, 
squirrels, insects and crows. Fire ants 
are here too. Homeowners may call 
O.C. Mosquito and Vector Control at 
654-2421 to report sightings.

Water usage is and will continue to 
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MANAGER’S
REPORT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager

Please Be Aware When Driving in 
the Resident Lane

I n  t h e  c o m i n g 
months, residents 
will learn more via 
the Courier, inserts, 
etc., about the age 
verification schedule 
for 2019. In case you haven’t heard, 
the HOA is going to go to transponders 
in 2019 and the windshield decals will 
not be used. 

Please be sure to practice the follow-
ing when driving in the resident lane:

1.  Stop at stop line in the resident entry 
lane.

2. Wait for the barrier arm to open.

3.  Only one vehicle may drive through 
at a time.

4.  Barrier arm will close immediately 
after one vehicle goes through.

5.  The next vehicle may drive through 
once the barrier arm opens again.

6. Barrier arm will then close again.

7.  If you cause a gate strike, you will be 
responsible for the damages.

8.  No vehicle is to tailgate behind an-
other vehicle (following cars into the 
community is not permitted).

This may take some getting used to 
because everyone has always waited on 
the gate attendant to open the gate, but 
it should be easier when the resident 
vehicle has the transponder because 
they will be able to come in without 
waiting on the gate attendant. Until the 
transponders are activated, please wait 
for the gate attendant to manually open 
the barrier arm. Please adhere to the 
aforementioned rules and if you have 
any questions, please feel free to attend 
a Traffic Committee Meeting, held on 
the first Monday of each month at 9 
a.m. in the Garden Room.

Architectural Rules and Guidelines/
Rules and Regulations

The Board of Directors is review-
ing and planning to approve the draft 
changes to the Architectural Rules 
and Guidelines and the Casta Rules 
and Regulations. The Board would 
like to thank all the homeowners who 
provided comments which were helpful 
in the draft. If homeowners have further 
comments on the rules, please attend a 
future Board meeting or feel free to talk 
with management staff.

be at the top of all landscape managers’ 
lists. Not just because of cost, which 
goes up every year, but watering the 
correct amount to keep plants healthy. 
With half of Casta property being irri-
gated with recycled water and the other 
half with imported domestic water, 
salt can build up in the soil causing 
hot spots and damaging leaves. The 
lab where we send the soil for analysis 
states that the high sodium content 
needs to be leached down below the 
roots in order to maintain plant health. 
PWLC1 cannot over-irrigate, so rain 
is the solution which none of us has 
control over.

PWLC1 was awarded another three-
year contract in January after a com-
petitive bidding process last year. The 
Signature irrigation system is aging 
but working as expected. The radios in 
each of the 132 controllers are expected 
to become obsolete, as the manufac-
turer will not make them in the future. 
Signature joined forces with Weather-
matic, an irrigation company that has 
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BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
November 15, 2018

The Board:

•  Heard the treasurer’s report, and the financial statement was accepted. Trea-
surer Bill Swift emphasized the monthly dues increase to $381 beginning in 
January;

•  Heard General Manager Josh Hodosh report that 52 homeowners are col-
lectively $52,651.43 delinquent in their dues and that four liens and one 
foreclosure are being issued. Josh also stated that the Pepsi vending machines 
are being removed but that the Coke machines will stay for now. He also 
asked that residents stop at the barrier arms at the gates and wait for the arm 
to go up;

•  Heard Board President Randy Thompson report that in executive session 
there were 18 speeding tickets heard and four other violations discussed. 
Fines totaling $1,350 were assessed;

•  Approved transfers from surplus to fund capital expense at $59,456 in 2019 
and contingency reserves at $150,000;

•  Approved a revised assessment and billing collection policy. A statement 
will be sent in November for the December assessment. Assessments are 
due each month whether or not a coupon book or statement is received;

•  Approved a policy allowing notice to be sent via email, facsimile, or other 
electronic means in compliance with Senate Bill 261;

•  Heard the Traffic Committee announce the February age verification and 
transponder/sticker procedure and request about 200 volunteers to help. The 
Committee is revising procedures for gate attendants and operation of barrier 
arms to avoid barrier arm strikes;

•  Approved payment to Santa Margarita Plumbing of $6,195 for repairs at 
Rec Ctr 2 in the pool/spa area;

•  Heard Maintenance Services Supervisor Tim Roller report that plumbing 
pipes collapsed underneath two homes due to common area tree root dam-
age; that a vendor’s vehicle damaged the Gate 2 resident barrier arm, and 
the repair cost is the responsibility of the vendor; that there are 26 homes 
left to paint; that bids for the Vista Room project should be completed by 
now; and that the Rec Ctr 2 shower room project should also be complete. 
Tim also reminded residents to call DigAlert at 811 before digging even a 
few inches;

•  Heard Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton report that the Land-
scape Maintenance Request count this year is 2,835; that total tree removals 
is 224; that four large pine trees on El Greco near Nebrija will be removed 
due to bark beetles; that the Green Belt Committee approved removing the 
acacia along the perimeter fence along the golf course property due to rabbit 
infestation; and that six bay laurels will be planted at the Rec Ctr 1 entry;

•  Heard a reminder from Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich of the New 
Year’s eve party on December 31;

• Approved the Budget & Finance Committee amended Charter;

•  Heard that the Courier had recommended approval to renew the part-time 
editor’s contract for a one-year term;

•  Accepted the resignation of Pat Riethmeier as member and co-chair of the 
Architectural Committee and thanked her for nine years of service on the 
committee;

• Changed the date of the annual volunteer lunch to December 5; and

•  Approved the placement of collection boxes at Rec Ctr 1 for toys for Marine 
Corps children at Camp Pendleton.

The next regular Board meeting will be Thursday, December 20 at 1 p.m.  
in the Vista Room at Rec Ctr 1. The next Board workshop meeting will be 
Thursday, December 6 at 9 a.m in the Fiesta Room.

Fran Morgan, Courier Chair

OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT
November 15, 2018

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
October 31, 2018 shows:

 A. Operating Fund:

  Total Income ...................................................................  $7,080,160.10

  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $12,265.62

  Expenditures (Before Reserves) .....................................  $5,138,619.70

  Surplus (Current Year) .......................................................  $119,155.86

  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   Certificates of Deposit,
   and Checking Accounts  ................................  $1,717,134.99

 B. Maintenance Reserve Fund:

  Income from HOA ..........................................................  $1,798,070.90

  Interest Income  ...................................................................  $76,070.90

  Expenditures  ..................................................................  $2,164,819.50

  Reserve Study – Planned for the total year  ....................  $2,764,500.00

  Balance – Total investments in Money Market Accounts,
   and Certificates of Deposit.............................  $5,071,159.88

 C. Capital Fund Balance:

  Beginning of year 2018  .......................................................  $56,076.00

  Interest Earned  .........................................................................  $222.08

  Expenses   ..............................................................................  $6,896.68

  Balance   ............................................................................. $49,401.40

 D. General Contingency Fund:

  Beginning of year 2018  .....................................................  $150,000.00

  Interest from Prior Year  ...........................................................  $910.42

  Interest Earned - Current Year  .................................................  $893.56

  Expenses  .....................................................................................  $0.00

  Balance   ..........................................................................  $151,803.96

Treasurer’s comments:

The good news is that the total operating expense for the first 10 months of 
2018 is 0.2% under budget. However, examination of the details reveals the 
beginning of issues, the worst of which is that the water expense is over-budget 
by 11% ($80,984). I expect the water expense for the last two months of the 
year to be reduced because our weather for these two months should be colder 
and therefore require less water. However, we may still exceed the planned 
water budget for 2018.

Many of the other operating accounts are running under budget but I do expect 
that they will be close to the budget by year-end.

You may have noticed that the Reserve Fund cash account is quite high, at 
$1,115,840. We are awaiting the final asphalt bill for repair of our roads this 
year for about $700,000. Once that bill has been satisfied, we will resume 
investment in CDs to improve our cash management. 

The following investment activities occurred in October:

 CDs Matured:
 • Reserves: American Express, $50,000 redeemed on 10/12/2018

 • Reserves: TCF National Bank, $150,000 redeemed on 10/12/2018

 • Reserves: Ally Bank, $50,000 redeemed on 10/15/2018

 • Reserves: United Community Bank, $150,000 redeemed on 10/22/2018

 CDs Purchased:
 • Operations: Santander BK Natl Assn, $100,000 for 12 mo. @ 2.50%

Respectfully Submitted,
William G. Swift, Treasurer
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COMPLETION OF REC CTR 2 SHOWERS AND RESTROOMS
Continued from page 1

MILITARY BALL FEATURES SALUTE TO PATRIOTISM
Continued from page 1

The Lone Table with a setting for one 
represents those veterans who served 
bravely and did not return.

Marines and Navy. This year the cake 
cutters were George Locke, one of the 
founding members of the club, and 
Carol Carroll, widow of Army veteran 
Richard Thomas Carroll.

The Lone Table with a setting for one 
was the center of attraction as guests 
stopped by to reflect on our fallen com-
rades. The unoccupied table represents 
those veterans who served bravely and 
did not return.

Veterans Day, November 11 – a day 
to honor and express our gratitude to 
all men and women who served in the 
United States Armed Forces, and a fond 
remembrance of seven special veterans.

The scope of the project included 
replacing interior walls, as well as 
painted and tile surfaces. Shower stalls 
and sinks were relocated and replaced 
with all new fixtures and partitions. 
New windows and doors were also 
added. A modification was made to 
the entryway with the addition of stairs 

to provide easy access to the building. 
While the pool was closed, there were 
several upgrades to the pool equipment 
as well.

The renovation required major lay-
out changes to satisfy the American 
Disability Act (ADA). These included 
increasing the size of the shower and 

toilet spaces and access to sinks. Each 
of the men’s and women’s restrooms 
now has two shower stalls with bench-
es, two toilets, and two sinks.

Maintenance Supervisor Tim Roller 
managed this project and said there are 
still a few corrections underway. “This 
project is an example of what happens 
when work begins on old buildings. 
You just never know what you will 

find beneath the surface,” said Tim. 
But the team was up to the challenge. 
Facilities Committee member Earl 
Denos coordinated this project for the 
committee and worked diligently to 
solve the problems. The project was 
budgeted for $350,000 with contin-
gency. Even with the challenges, the 
work was completed under budget and 
is now open and ready for use.
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MOVE TO PARK TERRACE ON US!
For a limited time, we’ll cover your moving expenses 
when moving into one of our Memory Care apartments*

Thoughtfully designed, our memory care community offers family 
members peace of mind knowing their loved one is in a secure 
and comforting environment. Park Terrace’s Memory Care courtyard 
features elegant architecture, exterior decor, and furnishings. 

The size of our courtyard is unparalleled and gives our residents 
the freedom to wander the paths and enjoy the sights and sounds 
of the outdoors, while remaining secure. We have drawn from our 
own experiences and incorporated the most successful concepts
in dementia care to create the physical environment, services, 
amenities, and enrichment programs that promote the independence, 
dignity, and individuality of each resident. 

Call 949.888.2250 or visit LifeatParkTerrace.com

*Park Terrace will move you from anywhere in Orange County. Resident must move 

 in by November 30, 2018 to qualify and use Park Terrace’s moving service partner.
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If you want to talk, we’ll buy lunch. 
Call us today for more informati on 
on our current real estate market. 

BOKER AND JAYE YARUSS, 
Your Casta del Sol Top-Producing 
Community Real Estate Specialists.

JOIN US FOR OUR POTLUCK
ARMDI Community Hanukkah Latke Party

Sunday, December 9th · 6:00 p.m. in the Vista Room

Call now to bring a dish (no charge)

To RSVP, please call Jaye at 949.842.2961
or email Jaye@BokerYaruss.com

BOKER &
JAYE YARUSS

BOKER YARUSS · 949.929.7187 · Boker@BokerYaruss.com

JAYE YARUSS · 949.842.2961 · Jaye@BokerYaruss.com

DRE#01362392 · DRE#01434016

This is not intended as a solicitati on if your property is currently listed with another broker. 
Surterre Properti es® DRE#01778230
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Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

December 2018
Barnett, Jan .................................... Unlisted .................................. 939-5148
 Coto de Caza, CA
Barry, John & Mary ....................... 28265 Las Casas ............(714) 457-2279
 Temecula, CA
Fan John ......................................... 23832 Villena ................(626) 826-6336
 Laguna Woods, CA
Frederick, Fonda & Frank .............. 27912 Via Granados ............... 939-1324
 Mission Viejo, CA
Jacobs, Jack & Sandy ..................... 28486 Pacheco ....................... 215-2862
 Mission Viejo, CA
Johnson, Marilyn ............................ 27844 Espinoza ...................... 583-1180
 Laguna Woods, CA
Marra, Guy & Rita ......................... 27880 Via Sarasate ..............Will Notify
 San Jose, CA
Noble, Steve & Sharon .................. 23892 Via Lugones .......(704) 582-3102
 Harrisburg, NC
Pizzi, Steve & Sheri ....................... 28421 Barbosa ........................ 697-5381
 Mission Viejo, CA
Shelly, Lynne ................................. 27768 Via Sarasate ........(310) 600-5253
 San Pedro, CA
Stokesbary, Robert & Anna Marie . 28431 Alava ..................(714) 396-3705
 Brea, CA
Theisen, Dianne ............................. 27792 Via Granados ............... 295-5485
 Saint Augustine, FL
Thompson, Kevin & Darlene ......... Unlisted .................................. 306-9663
 Mission Viejo, CA
Tunell, Bruce & Judith ................... 23912 Villena ......................... 859-8191
 Phoenix, AZ

Directory change

Rennie, Joanne ............................... 28032 Via Bonalde ................. 829-9344

Scaglione, Linda & Tom ................ 28456 Pacheco .........................Unlisted

December 2018 CdS Paint ScheDule

We should be able to complete the 495 homes before the end of Novem-
ber. If for some reason the weather holds us up with wind or rain, we will 
have 12 houses to paint in December: 
Via Pedrell
28081 . . . . . . . . 28082 ...............28091 ..............28101 ..............28111
28121 . . . . . . . . 28131
Via Arriaga
28121 . . . . . . . . 28131 ...............28161 ..............28171

If you have any questions, please contact Elizabeth at 951-3768, Ed 
Pedroncelli at 215-1955, or Tim Roller at 455-4671.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

MANAGER’S REPORT
Continued from page 2

tion. All four of the gates will continue 
to have gate attendants and will only 
make the entry process faster and easier 
for residents. Gates 2, 3 and 4 will con-
tinue to close at 10 p.m. and access will 
only be allowed through gate 1 after 10 
p.m. Additionally, we will continue to 
divert vendor traffic to Gates 1 and 2 
for safety reasons.

Thanks for your time, see you here 
next month. Have a happy holiday 
season, and all the best to you in the 
coming year.

Happy Holidays
Your Powerstone staff would like 

to wish all the Casta del Sol residents 
a very happy holiday season. We feel 
blessed to be a part of your wonderful 
community.

MAINTENANCE
REPORT
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

The Association is 
responsible for the 15 
common area build-
ings, the components in those build-
ings, 22 miles of roads, the roughly 
150,000 square feet of sidewalks 
throughout the community, includ-
ing walls, fences, benches, drinking 
fountains, and facility signage. Your 
maintenance team has a preventative 
maintenance schedule for the thou-
sands of components in use throughout 
the community. This includes manag-
ing outside contractors that service the 
pools, general contractors renovating 
buildings, painters and others that 
handle road construction, concrete 
grinding, plumbing, etc. We also patch 
stucco on the homes caused by wear 
and tear, and we repair or replace As-
sociation mailboxes. We do our best to 

keep the place up and running in good 
condition for everyone to enjoy.

Please keep in mind that maintenance 
services does not service the green ar-
eas. We do not take care of any plants, 
grass, or the sprinklers that feed them. 
CdS landscape services is managed by 
Bill Thornton and our outside contrac-
tor, PWLC1. They can be reached at 
583-2705.

As always, if you have questions 
about any maintenance or construction 
projects, please contact maintenance 
services by phone or email. We spend 
half our time in the field, so to ensure 
clarity of your reported issue and a 
quicker response, email is the best way 
to get hold of us. Or, if possible, you 
may also submit a written maintenance 
request form available at Rec Ctr 1.

Tim Roller,
Maintenance Supervisor,

troller@powerstonepm.com,
455-4671

Ed Pedroncelli,
Maintenance Coordinator,

epedroncelli@powerstonepm.com, 
215-9155

LANDSCAPE NOTES
Continued from page 2

been around since the 1940s. It’s too 
soon to predict what will happen with 
this new company, but the system is not 
in jeopardy and is working as designed. 
The president of Signature Control Sys-
tems, Brian Smith, has committed to 
continuing the support Casta expects. 
The Greenbelt Committee is already 
exploring wireless radios using Wi-Fi 
to replace the FreeWave radios.

SPEEDING CAN BE COSTLY
Sometimes we forget that the speed limit in Casta del Sol is 25 mph on all 

streets at all times. The price of forgetting can be a fine of $100 and an invita-
tion to have a conversation with the Board in an executive session.
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Continued on page 10

GREENBELT
The holidays are here again! Home-

owners, please remember to keep all 
holiday decorations located in the 
foundation areas only.

As 2018 is quickly coming to a close, 
the Greenbelt Committee (GC) is work-
ing with Pac West Landcare (PWLC) 
to complete our planned projects. Our 
most current project is the front yard 
turf removal and upgrade with new 
sod on 20 units on Alava. Next is the 
Olympiad plant materials improvement 
along the walls, with the slope areas 
being completed by December 15. A 
recently finished project is the Herrera 
turf removal with water-saving plant 
replacements receiving a rebate check 
for $23,198 from Santa Margarita 
Water District. Notice the addition of 
plantings to the Veteran’s Club Memo-
rial at Rec Ctr 1. Our street tree project 
for this year was on Nebrija with the 
addition of fifty-four trees. The Rec Ctr 
2 monument signage planting is tem-
porarily on hold, though it is already 
approved for installation.

Rec Ctr 1 olive tree removals were 
necessary due to disease and large 
cavities and continual bee infestation. 
The GC has selected six, twenty-four 
inch Laurus nobilis (Sweet Bay) trees 
as replacements. The locations have 
been approved and staked. Planting 
should take place in the first week of 
December.

PWLC 1, Inc. is currently planting 
trees, shrubs, and handling any prior 
LMRs (landscape maintenance re-
quests) throughout the community. If 
you notice anything that needs atten-

ARCHITECTURAL
Fabulous festivities! It is holiday time 

and that means outdoor decorations. 
Just a reminder that decorations may 
be installed 30 days before the holiday 
but must be taken down no later than 
15 days after the holiday. In the case 
of Christmas, this means January 5, 
which is the Feast of the Epiphany or 
Twelfth Night. Please be very careful 
while decorating. It is important to 
remember safety first.

We are happy to report that many 
homes are looking fresher as a result 
of the new paint, and even more so due 
to cleaner foundations with less clutter 
and patio covers in much better shape.

A suggested resolution for 2019 is 
for all of us to have a home looking 
as attractive as others on our street or 
cul-de-sac.

Happy Holidays.
Bill Stetzel, Co-Chair, 728-8029

Vicki Slawson, Co-Chair, 925-513-
4956

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

FACILITIES
At the time of submission for the 

December Courier article, the Facilities 
Committee has been reviewing the up-
dated Vista Room bids from DBaC for 
construction and Hendrickson Sound 
Image for the audio-visual and sound 
system. Afterward, review options will 
be presented to the Board of Directors 
(BoD) for approval with construction 
to begin in early January 2019.

The asphalt project for 2018 has been 
successfully completed. Thank you for 
your patience and understanding during 
the recent construction. In early Janu-
ary, the Facilities Asphalt Subcom-
mittee will be meeting with GMU, our 
asphalt consultant, to begin planning 
for Asphalt 2019 Phase 2.

The Facilities Committee was di-
rected by the BoD to review the pool 

BUDGET AND FINANCE
The Budget & Finance Committee 

continues to review the monthly finan-
cial statements provided by Powerstone 
Property Management.

All residents are welcome to attend 
the Budget and Finance Committee 
meetings. The Committee meets on the 
third Monday of each month at 1 p.m. 
in the Garden Room.

Happy Holidays!
Lisa Shoemaker, Chair, 305-6336

Bill Swift, Liaison

gate access to Rec Ctr 1 and Rec Ctr 
2 for safety and compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
A scope of work was written, and bids 
are being reviewed to present options 
to the BoD for their consideration and 
approval.

All projects are complex, so we en-
courage interested residents to attend 
our monthly Facilities meetings held 
on the fourth Thursday of each month 
at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room to better 
understand project issues and to voice 
suggestions and ask questions. Your 
input is always welcome.

The Facilities Committee wishes all 
our Casta residents Happy Holidays 
and a Happy New Year. 

Bryan Spafford, Co-Chair, 951-1770
Earl Denos, Co-Chair, 837-3702

Randy Gish, Liaison

tion, please do not hesitate to call Pac 
West at 583-2705 and ask for an LMR.

Ron Ryan, Co-Chair, 294-0013
David Ankeny, Board Liaison

LIBRARY
Our November Library Committee 

meeting was very productive. We 
discussed several issues and voted on 
a couple of changes to our policies. 
We also welcomed two new members, 
Laurie Balmer and Al Bongarzone. We 
have found another place to distribute 
our monthly culled books; it is the 
Park Terrace assisted living facility 
in Rancho Santa Margarita. A former 
library volunteer, June Perry, now re-
sides there and is reorganizing the Park 
Terrace library. They are looking for 
newer books written after 2000. Since 
the majority of our books were written 
after 2000, we can easily accommodate 
that request.

The committee voted to allow shut-
ins to have access to our newest books 
a month after their purchase for a 
four-week period instead of the shorter 
three-week period. The committee also 
voted to raise the price of reimburse-
ment for lost books that were purchased 
from $10 per book to $15 per book. 

Since new books cost around $25 each, 
we felt it was a reasonable change.

The committee has inventoried the 
puzzles and would like to maintain this 
inventory. We are asking residents to 
put their newly donated puzzles on the 
Annex countertop instead of adding 
them to the existing supply.

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:

Alaskan Holiday, Debbie Macomber

Bridge of Clay, Markus Zusak

Button Man, Andrew Gross

Every Breath, Nicholas Sparks

Holy Ghost, John Sandford

Killing the SS,
 Bill O’Reilly & Martin Dugard

Reagan, Bob Spitz

The Clockmaker’s Daughter,
 Kate Morton

The Library Book, Susan Orlean

The Next Person You Meet in Heaven, 
 Mitch Albom

The Witch Elm, Tana French

Unsheltered, Barbara Kingsolver

Winter in Paradise, Elin Hilderbrand



The Casta Courier December 2018Page  10

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE 
LIBRARY
Continued from page 9

SOCIAL
The Social Committee is getting 

Large Print:

A Spark of Light, Jodi Picoult

Ambush,
 James Patterson & James O. Born

Crisis, Felix Francis

Gone So Long, Andre Dubus III

Once a Scoundrel, Mary Jo Putney

Our Homesick Songs, Emma Hooper

Tear Me Apart, J. T. Ellison

The Romanov Empress, C. W. Gortner

Virgil Wander, Leif Enger

Why Not Tonight, Susan Mallery

Audio Books:

An Absolutely Remarkable Thing,
 Hank Green

Ensnared, J. S. Scott
Pat Vitti, Chair

Mary Kay Crowley, Liaison

TRAFFIC
Dave Jacobson, co-chair, retired 

from the Traffic Committee. We thank 
Dave for all of his contributions to the 
community. Nancy Cunningham, our 
secretary, who has been on the Traffic 
Committee for over a year, has stepped 
up to fill this position.

The Casta Board of Directors ap-
proved the resident lane barrier arms 
Access Control, DwellingLive, a pro-
prietary ownership software program, 
as well as transponder stickers for ve-
hicle entrance. Access Control operates 
the barrier arms to automatically open 
and close. Transponder stickers will be 
used in place of decals to provide more 
protection against theft. The Associa-
tion is currently working with the new 
contractor, California Gate Systems 
(CGSystems), to set up a database for 
use with our Age Verification Program. 
This will be held in late January and 
early February. Specific dates and 
volunteer information will be available 
shortly.

Our current gate and patrol service 
contract ends February 28. We are in 
the process of seeking bids that provide 
the skills we require to meet our resi-
dents’ needs.

We are also in the process of updat-
ing our Rules & Regulations to cor-
relate with the changes to transponder 
stickers. Also, we are reorganizing the 
document to make it easier to locate 
specific areas.

Members are needed. We are looking 
for those who are willing to contribute 
ideas and advancement to the Traffic 
Committee. Don’t complain; make it 
better. Anything good is worth work-
ing for.

We meet the first Monday of the 
month at 9 a.m. in the Garden Room. 

Carole Gish, Co-Chair, 439-3734
Nancy Cunningham, Co-Chair, 350-

3562
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

ready for the Christmas season. We 
decorated the Vista Room on Tues-
day, November 27, and it brought the 
Christmas spirit to all those who helped 
decorate. Stop by the Vista Room to 
see the lovely result.

New Year’s Eve is the next holiday 
event. It will be a great night with 
food, dancing, and camaraderie. The 
theme this year is The Great Gatsby 
with sparkly glitter, gorgeous feathers, 
and more. Our great designer Valerie 
and her delightful mother are ready to 
decorate with their fine artistic designs. 
Roy will provide the great music for 
the night. Dinner choices are Jolanda’s 
prime rib with trimmings, or salmon 
with trimmings. Dessert is cheesecake. 
Dinner will be served at 7:30, and the 
price is $49.50. Champagne will be un-
corked before midnight. Bring your fa-
vorite beverages and have many toasts 
to this year, to living in beautiful Casta 
del Sol, and to the New Year, 2019.

From the Committee members and 
Liaison, Bountiful wishes for a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
David Ankeny, Liaison

TRAVEL COMMITTEE
December 2018 Let’s Go traveLinG

Events with Signups Underway:
Cambria Christmas Market (2 nights and 3 days)

Thursday, December 6 – Saturday, December 8

Price: Double $650 per person - Single $785 per person
 (includes all tax and gratuities)

Departs: 8:30 a.m. - Returns: 8:30 p.m.

WAIT LIST ONLY (Please sign up.)

Showcase Rose Parade at Victory Park, Pasadena 

Wednesday, January 2, 2019 

Lunch: Tam O’Shanter (includes all tax and gratuities)

Price: $98

Departs: 7:30 a.m. - Returns: 3 p.m.

Signup begins: Wednesday, November 21 (short signup)

Indian Wells Tennis Tournament

Tuesday, March 12, 2019

Price: $110 (includes all tax and gratuities)

Departs: 8 a.m. - Returns: 8 p.m.

WAIT LIST ONLY

For more information, contact Jill Colombana at 470-9495.

TRAVEL
We will be starting the New Year with 

sparkles, glitter, colors, and flowers 
everywhere. Where are we going? We 
are going to the Rose Parade Showcase 
of Floats on Wednesday, January 2. The 
Parade’s elaborate floats can be viewed 
up close, and volunteers are there to an-
swer any questions about the creativity 
and construction. You can walk through 
the float displays at your leisure, explor-
ing one by one. Lunch will be served 
at Tam O’Shanter, where food choices 
are crown roast beef, chicken breast, or 
filet of sole. Succulent prime rib is of-
fered for an extra $4. All entrees include 

house salad, coffee, tea and dessert. 
The price is $98. Signups began on 
November 21. This trip is expected 
to sell out fast, so sign up soon. If the 
trip is sold out, put your name on the 
wait list.

The Magic Castle trip is scheduled 
for the evening of February 19.  More 
details will be provided in the January 
Courier.

The full roster of 2019 trips includes 
many new offerings. Watch for upcom-
ing announcements.

Jill Colombana, Chair, 470-9495
Victoria Crayne, Liaison
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23442 El Toro Road Lake Forest, CA 92630  |  (949) 340-8108  |  freedomvillage.org

Lic. #300606831 COA 143

The Best  Time Of Your Life 
Starts At Freedom Village…

You can live freely knowing  
that you’ve made a solid  plan for your future!

Best Plan 

The opportunity to make 
lifelong friends

Best Lifestyle 

A Guarantee of Care for Life
Best Value

Gourmet menus with  
4 beautiful dining venues

Best Menus 

Thank you for voting Freedom Village the Best  
Senior Living Community two years in a row!

Call (949) 340-8108 for a complimentary lunch and tour!

Re-define Retirement Living! Step into a vibrant Life Plan Community with extraordinary amenities 
and activities abound! Enjoy peace of mind by choosing a community with Independent Living, 
Assisted Living, and Skilled Nursing with a Guarantee of Care for life.
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Continued on page 13

CANINE COMPANIONS
Our next outing will be our annual 

holiday party at Mimi’s at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 5. Please RSVP 
to Gordy at 951-7588. Bring a gift 
exchange not over $10. Dues for 2019 
are $7.50 per person.

All new and current residents and 
their dogs are welcome to come and see 
what we are all about and join. If inter-
ested, please call Linda Brockmiller at 
716-2395 or email her at lindabrock@
cox.com.

Fred Rowen, (714) 743-0612

CERAMICS
The holidays are upon us and we are 

looking forward to our members-only 
Christmas Potato Party. This free, fun 
event begins at 11 a.m. on December 
14. It will start with a general meet-
ing at which time we will install our 
officers for 2019. Then we will get 
busy with a yummy lunch of chili, 
soup, baked potatoes and dessert. If 
you would like to participate in a gift 
exchange game, bring a wrapped gift 
costing no more than $10, and enjoy the 
fun. Sign up in the Ceramics Room so 
we know how many to expect.

A warm welcome to new member 
Gillian Bailey and returning member 
Sharon Kneller.

There is nothing on our calendar in 
January, so just relax and recuperate 
from the holidays and look forward 
to playing bingo with us in February; 
more information later.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
If you’d like to have fun, make new 

friends, and put a little joy in someone’s 
life, join Crafts for Charity on the first 
and third Wednesday each month (De-

BRIDGE
Monday ......................Rubber Bridge
 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Host:
 Michael Gormley ............ 586-1948
 Co-host:
 Tim McCoy ..............805-456-9266

Tuesday .................. Duplicate Bridge
 12 to 4 p.m.
 Director: Dennis Maynard, 505-4337

Saturday .....................Rubber Bridge
 6:30 to 10 p.m.
 Coordinator:
 Barbara Kroe ................... 472-6465

Each player contributes $1 for awards

Singles (second and fourth Saturday)

BIBLE STUDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol or 

any non-resident who has an interest 
in participating in the study of the 
Bible is welcome to join us. This is an 
active group of folks from different 
churches. Our studies are varied, but 

ART GROUP
The Casta del Sol Art Group has had 

many great activities since its incep-
tion. On October 24, renowned impres-
sionist artist Toni Danchik provided a 
painting demonstration to rave reviews. 
Her stunning oil paintings are exhibited 
at the Festival of the Arts.

The Art Group is the ideal place to 
enhance art skills, attain new tech-
niques, and have fun with like-minded 
residents. You don’t have to be a pro-
fessional artist to join us. We love to 
learn from each other and practice new 
forms of art.

Regular monthly meetings will re-
sume in January on the third Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Arts and Crafts/Ceramics Room. If you 
are interested in joining us for the field 
trip and are not currently a member, 
please contact Ed Tutton at 584-1638.

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

always Bible-oriented. We examine 
and/or question the study of the day, 
but always keep the discussion on topic 
and in the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. for study and prayer. Come and 
join us as we sing the old hymns. We 
are a no dues club. All are welcome. 
For more information, contact Fred 
Schram, 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Bridge can be an intense activity. 
Expectations for you or your partner’s 
defensive suit lead or trick play will not 
always meet team needs, but silence 
is golden. I have found it easy to be 
frustrated by a particular play, mine or 
my partner’s. I try to remind myself that 
my partner is trying to play well and is 
equally disappointed by what turns out 
to be a less than optimum play.

New to Casta del Sol? Check us out 
Monday, 11 a.m., in the Fiesta Room.

Tim McCoy, mccoytest@cox.net
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949.777.6545

Call today to schedule  
a hearing consultation!

 Mission Viejo • 26302 La Paz Rd, Ste 107

www.MissionAudiology.com  

Open Your World 
TO BETTER HEARING

YOU HEAR WITH YOUR EARS,  
YOU UNDERSTAND  
WITH YOUR BRAIN.

Premium technology. Total brain support.
From your local AudigyCertified™ practice. 

CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
Continued from page 12

cember 5 and December 19) from 10 
to 11:55 a.m. in the Heritage Room at 
Rec Ctr 2. There is no membership fee.

This month we’ll wrap holiday gifts 
for the women and children of Laura’s 
House, a shelter for victims of domestic 
violence. We will also put together tray 
favors for Meals on Wheels recipients 
in Mission Viejo. All materials are sup-
plied and you’ll be shown what to do. 
Afterward, many of us meet at a nearby 
eatery for a no-host lunch gathering.

On December 19, we will have a 
special make-it/take-it activity for our 
members and we’ll discuss plans for 
2019. New ideas are always welcome. 
For details, please call Marlene Kazen, 
916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, (310) 480-9093

CRIBBAGE
Come one, come all. Well, don’t all 

come because there is a seating limit 
set by the fire marshal. We play one-
on-one with three players and partners 
with four. Contact Wayne for lessons. 
Hone your mathematics skills so that 
you can show your grandchildren how 
well you can count to 15, and really 
impress them by going to 31.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 
6:30 until approximately 8:45 p.m. 
Stop by and introduce yourself. And if 
you want to play, you’re very welcome 
to join us in a game or two, or three!

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387, or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

HERITAGE GARDEN
The holiday season is upon us once 

again. Now that fall planting has been 
completed in the Heritage Garden, 
we’re getting ready for our annual holi-
day cookie exchange meeting at 9:30 
a.m. on December 13 in the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2. Historically, the 
holiday cookie exchanges have been 
really enjoyable social times with the 
sharing of some truly delicious cookies 
and other treats.

If you’re interested in meeting the 
members of the HGC in a pleasant 
social environment, please plan on 
coming to our holiday cookie exchange 
- with or without cookies. We always 
have plenty to share!

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

LAPIDARY AND JEWELRY 
MAKING

The Lapidary and Jewelry Making 
Clubs are taking on a more excited 
tone as we get closer to the holidays. 
Many of us are relatively new members 
and have caught the bug to be creative 
with stones as well as beads. If lapidary 
work is not quite your thing (although 
I have learned to love it), then give 
jewelry making a try. I find that re-
cipients of these types of gifts are more 
appreciative because they are getting 
one-of-a-kind gifts made by someone 
who considers them very special.

Feel free to stop in at lapidary on 
Mondays from 9 a.m. to 12 noon or 
join us for jewelry making on Fridays 
from 1 to 4 p.m. You may discover a 
hidden creative passion.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

ITALIAN AMERICAN
Since many clubs and organiza-

tions will be having parties during the 
December holiday season, the Italian 
American Club will not meet in De-
cember. Our holiday party is usually 
held in January rather than December, 
but the remodeling schedule for the 
Vista Room is uncertain. We will have 
more information for you in the Janu-
ary Courier.

The 2019 club dues will start on Janu-
ary 1 but, with the Vista Room closed 
for at least several months, the club 
has decided to reduce the 2019 dues to 
$10 from the usual $15. Meanwhile, we 
wish all a very merry Christmas and a 
happy holiday season.

John Richardson, 609-0334

LAS DAMAS
The December 12 holiday luncheon 

signups end on Sunday, December 9. 
The December luncheon menu includes 
a green salad, meatloaf, scalloped po-
tatoes, and fresh veggies, followed by 
yummy Oreo chocolate cream pie for 
dessert. Soundsation & Choralistics 
Singers from El Toro High School will 
be joining us again.

The good news is that you have this 
one last opportunity to make your mon-
etary donation for the purchase of toys 
for the children of our Camp Pendleton 
Marines.

Note: The latest information we have 
regarding the Vista Room remodel 
is that work should begin in January 
and will continue throughout the next 
couple of months. Therefore, beginning 

MILITARY VETERANS
The Military Veterans Club meeting 

schedule and membership application 

in January, our Las Damas luncheons 
have been canceled until further notice. 
If there are any changes, you will be 
contacted by our telephone committee 
by phone or email.

Dianna Swanson, 470-4716

are available in the office at Rec Ctr 1. 
If you would like to find out more about 
the club, contact me by phone at 837-
1544 or by email at the address below.

Club officers for 2019 were elected 
at our October 22 meeting: President, 
Robert Casillas; Vice President, Wes 
Bickel; Treasurer, Bill Burfeind; Sec-
retary, Steve Vallely; Sargent-at-Arms, 
Randy Smith.

Continued on page 17
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December
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December
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CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - December 2018

*Aerobics  ......................M,W,F, 8 a.m., V;
*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....M,W, 1 p.m., V;
 T,TH, 8 a.m., V
*Pilates  .........................M,W,F, 9 a.m., V;
*Yoga .............................W, 5:20 p.m., V
Bible Study ....................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1..........................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ...............4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ................ M,T,TH,F,S, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
                                        W, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H

Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  9:30 a.m. Veggie Garden, G  
1 p.m. Budget &
                             Finance, G 10 a.m. Welcome, G

  9 a.m. Greenbelt, G

  8

  9

  3   5

10 a.m. Library, G 10 a.m. Social, G

  4

10:15 a.m. Greenbelt
                         Master, G
  1 p.m. Architectural, G

Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12 p.m., F
Hand & Foot ......................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 p.m., H;
 1st M, 5 p.m.,G
Jewelry Class ................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:15 p.m.; LBG
Mah Jongg .................... M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 p.m.; S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train ................F, 6 p.m., F
Open Paddle Tennis .......M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Original Mexican Train ...S, 6:30 p.m., H
Party Bridge ...................M, 12 p.m., F;
 2nd & 4th S, 6:30 p.m., F
Pickleball .......................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 a.m.;
 M, 6 p.m., V or G; W, 6 p.m., G

Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker .............................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Ladies ..................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting ..........................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .....T, 9 a.m., SBP
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
 T, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Tennis (Open) .................T,TH, 7 p.m.; S, 8-10 a.m., TC
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Woodcarvers ....................M,TH, 12:30 p.m., AR

 
Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  9 a.m. Facilities, G
  9:30 a.m. Heritage
                         Garden, F

  6 p.m. ARMDI Hanukkah
                                Event, V

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                           Lunch, V

11 a.m. Ceramics Event, F
  6 p.m. Bocce &
      Shuffleboard Event, V

  7 p.m. Strummers Event, V

  1

 24 23

  6 p.m. Baby
                     Boomers, V

  9 a.m. Traffic, G

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

Meetings & events

  2

Calendar Coordinator
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

  6

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                     Workshop, F
  1 p.m. Singles Group, H

  7 p.m. Social’s New
   Year’s Eve Party, V

  9:30 a.m. Travel , G

 25

Management & 
Recreation Offices 
Closed

 22

 26

  5:30 p.m. Tennis Event, F

 27  28

10:30 a.m. Courier
                      Stuffing, V

  1 p.m. CdS BoD
                        Meeting, V

 29

 31 30 New Year’s Eve
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New England Tour: “A wonderful trip!”
By Bob Destino, photos by Bari Russell

On September 17, twenty-five Casta 
del Sol residents flew to Boston to 

begin a bus tour of Southeastern New 
England arranged by the CdS Travel 
Committee. The group was joined by 
visitors from Canada, England and vari-
ous parts of the U.S. According to Trav-
el Committee Chairman Jill Colombana, 
“We quickly became a family.”

Over the eight days of the tour, they 
visited Providence and Newport, Rhode 
Island and Boston, Cape Cod, Plymouth, 
Provincetown, Hyannis, Nantucket and 
Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts. The 
architecture was mentioned often as the 
most impressive feature of the places 
toured. Sights in Boston and Providence 
are steeped in history. The islands of 
Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard were 
described as “quaint.” A giant catered 
lobster feast was enjoyed on Cape Cod.

The stately and elegant mansions of 
Newport were impressive. The historic 
homes of many famous people were 
pointed out throughout the trip. The 
group toured the famous Marble House, 
a summer cottage built by the Vander-
bilt family in 1892 and constructed of 
500,000 cubic feet of marble.

The experience was “wonderful” 
according to participants Carole Gish 
and Jane Freed. “The committee did a 
fantastic job organizing the trip. We met 
new people, and all had fun together,” 
Carole added. The hotels were good, 
the food was good, the tour guides were 
excellent, and even the bus drivers re-
ceived praises.

Photo by Sharen Tait
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27862 Via Granados 
Mission Viejo  
Offered at $560,000 

949-510-0411 
Lisasocalhome@gmail.com  

BRE: 01267001 
Realtor, CDPE 
Certified Distressed Property Expert 

Please call to arrange viewing! In beautiful Casta Del Sol: a senior gated 
community with 2 sparkling pools, tennis court, lawn bowling, two club 
houses and many activities and clubs. This Narciso floor plan home is a 
corner end unit, only two homes in the cul-de-sac. It has 1,472 sq. ft. of 
bright and open floor plan on 3,700 sq. ft. lot. Features 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,  
bonus room/den, newly upgraded. New flooring, paint, scrapped ceiling, 
double pane windows, sliders, patio cover, and 2 car garage.  

Great time to buy!! 

FREE ADMISSION
Experience the Christmas Story on foot 

or from the comfort of your car

Friday, December 7th, 6:00-10:00pm
Saturday, December 8th, 6:00-10:00pm

Plus - Canned Food Collection to 
support local families in need

Live animals & actors with music & narration
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PINOCHLE
Attention, pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. We mostly play 
three-handed, but we also may play 
partners. We played partners twice in 
October. Cathie Joy and Cathi Moro 
were high with 6,360.

In October, Cathi had high game 
(three hands) of 1,050. The high series 
was won by Nancy Money with a total 
of 3,750 points. Cathi was second with 
3,540 points. For the month, Nancy 
was in first place with 7,030 points and 
Cathi was second with 6,660 points. 
There were only four double pinochles 
reported during the month. Congratula-
tions to our winners.

Anyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, call Wayne, 
916-5387.

Nancy Money, 457-9066

Our last meeting for 2018 was the 
Military Veterans Club’s Honors Ball 
held on November 11. The Honors Ball 
is a semi-formal dinner held each Vet-
erans Day in the tradition of a dining-
in, regimental dinner or formal mess 
dinner. The first meeting for 2019 is 
scheduled for January 28 in the Fiesta 
Room.

Be sure to notice the U.S. flag that is 
being flown by the Military Veterans 
Club at the Veterans Monument on fed-
eral holidays and on significant military 
anniversaries such as VE Day.

Wes Bickel, wbickel@cox.net

SOCIAL SINGLES
All single Casta del Sol residents are 

welcome to join us as we socialize at 
fun get-togethers and form new friend-
ships. There is no membership fee. We 
have two events planned in December: 
Thursday, December 6, at 1 p.m., in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 for 
socializing and games, and Thursday, 
December 20, at 1 p.m., at The Claim 
Jumper in Mission Viejo for lunch. The 
last day to RSVP for the luncheon is 
December 17. Please RSVP to Carol 
Kowalsky, cekewpie1@cox.net, or 
916-4862.

To join the group and get on our 
email list, or for more informa-
tion, please contact Mary Carlson at 
marycarlson28@gmail.com.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Many of our gardeners plant winter 

gardens with broccoli, lettuce, peas, 
and other fall/winter crops. If you don’t 
intend to do a winter garden, consider 
tarping your lot to prevent weeds from 
growing.

If you have been thinking about 
growing your own fruit and vegetables, 
this is a good time to reserve a garden 
for planting in the spring. We have 
many full lots available. For a tour of 
the garden to see what lots may interest 
you, sign up at the Rec Ctr 1 office or 
contact Lynne Crum, 581-2349. Dues 
are $30 per year plus a refundable 
cleanup deposit.

We donate weekly to Second Harvest 
which helps feed local families and 
seniors. We take pride in growing our 
own food and sharing this food with 
the community.

Monthly meetings are held on the 
fourth Monday at 9 a.m. in the Garden 
Room. Happy holidays!

Carole Gish, 439-3734

VARIETY CLUB
The KCDS Variety Club Radio Show 

was held on November 15, 16 and 17 
and was a resounding success. Over 
30 Casta del Sol residents acted, sang, 
danced or helped with the show.

The success was in large part due to 
our professional director, Bear San-
chez, along with CdS residents Barb 
Turino and Cathy Johnson as assistant 
directors, Sara Henninger as the musi-
cal director and Debra Friedman as the 
choreographer. All who participated 
worked tirelessly for several months to 
prepare for the show, rehearsing skits, 
learning songs and practicing chore-
ography. The performers enjoyed the 
camaraderie and the whole experience. 
Following the show, the participants 
enjoyed a well-deserved cast party.

If you would like to be involved with 
the Variety Club for future shows, 
please contact Barb Turino (951-858-
7350) or Sara Henninger (303-8195).

Debra Friedman, 230-7195

WATER EXERCISE
Our club remains one of the best bar-

gains around. For a $5 annual member-
ship fee you are welcome to participate 
in any/all CD-led classes held Monday 
through Friday from 9 to 10 a.m. in 
Pool 1. That $5 check (payable to CdS 
Water Exercise please) is to be paid at 
Rec Ctr 1 where you will also be asked 
to complete the required liability form. 
Come on in, the water is fine.

Chris Velton, 547-1339

WOODWORKING
Woodcarvers, as you may have no-

ticed, have changed their club name to 
Woodworkers. The name Woodcarvers 
gave the impression that the club’s ac-
tivities are limited to hand carving ob-
jects from wood. This resulted in a lack 
of interest by those community wood-
workers interested in other aspects of 
the craft. A name change, along with a 
concerted effort by existing club mem-
bers to promote the advantages of club 

membership, and with the anticipation 
of having an actual woodworking shop 
in the crafts area, may attract other 
interested woodworkers.

Woodworkers meet on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons from 12:30 to 
2:30 p.m. in the Rec Ctr 1 Arts and 
Crafts Room next to the Fitness Center. 
Drop by and see what the members are 
making.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

MILITARY VETERANS
Continued from page 13
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AWAY GOLF
As we approach the new year, we 

look forward with anticipation to many 
more golf outings, playing new golf 
courses, and revisiting some of our old 
favorites.

Wishing you all a wonderful holiday 
season and many blessings for you and 
your families in 2019!

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

BOCCE BALL
Guess what? We are still playing 

at night from 7 to 8 p.m. on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and will con-
tinue to play until the folks wearing 
shorts go back to long pants.

If you have not already signed up for 
our Christmas dinner dance, you have 
until Monday, December 10 to do so. 
Cost for members is $20 and for guests 
is $24. I guarantee that you will have 
a great evening, so come on down and 
join in the fun. 

Dues will remain at $10 per year 
and are payable on January 1. Our 
next regular meeting will be Monday, 
January 7 at 7 p.m. in the Fiesta Room. 
Following a short business meeting, we 
will enjoy a night of cards.

BOWLING
This month we are looking forward 

to our holiday pot luck on December 
13. To celebrate the holidays, we will 
be off starting December 21 and will 
return on January 20.

Our bowling league wishes everyone 
a very merry Christmas and a happy 
and healthy 2019.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

FISHING
Fishing at Lake Mission Viejo has 

improved. Tilapia are reproducing 
and growing. Stocking of trout was 
expected in November.

Our club has many fishing derbies 
scheduled. Join us at our monthly club 
lunch meeting held from 12 to 1:30 
p.m. the fourth Friday of each month 
in the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1. The 

Continued on page 19

Your Bocce Club board would like to 
wish all of you a very happy holiday 
season and a great new year.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

 
 

CSLB #698412 

We can help you prepare your home for the holidays and New Year! 
NEW TO CASTA? CALL FOR OUR REFERENCE SHEET!  

High Quality & Reputable / Over 25 years of work in Casta del Sol! 

 Winter Specials going on now through the New Year! 
 Custom Quartz Slab Countertops for Kitchen or Bath 
 Custom Granite Slab Countertops for Kitchen or Bath 
 Custom Cabinet Refacing  or New Custom Cabinetry 
 Painting and Drywall Repair 
 Acoustic Ceiling Removal and Re-texturing 
 We do most home improvements!  All jobs large or small! 

HAPPY  
HOLIDAYS 

Call or Email for your FREE ESTIMATE 
kitchenvision@cox.net 

(949)589-9611 or cell (949)510-5530 

Pebble Beach Model Reface 

Quartz Countertops 
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MEN’S GOLF
Continued from page 18

LAWN BOWLING
Our October annual meeting was a 

great hit with a wonderful turnout, lots 
of fun, food, laughs and competition. 
The Casta del Sol Lawn Bowling Club 
presented President Mary Thompson 
with an award acknowledging her 
many years of service, passion and 
dedication.

The 2019 officers are: President, 
Gary Everson; Vice-President, Butch 
Nelson; Treasurer, Ann Loranger; and 
Secretary, Sondra Nelson. Officers-at-
Large are Bernadette Nabors, Joann 
Reinhold, Dottie Lewis and prior 
President Mary Thompson.

Our CdS lawn bowling Coast League, 
is currently in 5th place. Keep perse-
vering team; we are proud of you and 
know that you can do it!

Mark your calendars for the Laguna 
Woods holiday luncheon on Tuesday, 
December 18.

Club dues remain $20; US bowls 
dues are optional and also $20. For 
lawn bowling questions, contact Gary 
Everson, 716-6373 or Butch Nelson, 
351-0941. May you all have a wonder-
ful Christmas and holiday season.

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

club also hosts family social activities 
in June (picnic and cruise at the lake) 
and November (Turkey Shoot with 
food, prizes and games). You are in-
vited to join in the fun and become a 
member of the Casta del Sol Fishing 
Club.

Interested in attending a meeting, 
joining the club, or want to pier fish 
from San Clemente pier or charter boat 
fish with club members from Dana 
Point? Call Nick Morenc, 588-6223, 
or John Waters, 951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644

MEN’S GOLF
At our annual business meeting held 

on October 17, the membership voted 
to change our Casta del Sol classifica-
tion from a club to an activity. This was 
approved by the CdS Board of Direc-
tors at their workshop on November 1. 
This allows our 52 non-resident mem-
bers to have a vote in how we operate 
our golf club and get help from them as 
officers and committee chairmen. We 
currently have only 36 resident mem-

PADDLE TENNIS
Officers for 2019 were elected by 

acclamation at the October meeting. 
The new officers are: President, Marci 
Smith; Vice President, Joann Reinhold; 
Treasurer, Ed Pratt; Secretary, Audrey 
Michaels; and Tournament Director, 
Kevin Smith. Thanks were extended to 
the outgoing 2018 club officers.

The annual Sadie Hawkins Tourna-
ment was held on November 18. It 
was an entertaining event for both the 
players and the enthusiastic audience, 
with potluck food and beverages. (The 
results of the competition became 
known after the deadline for this issue 
of the Courier had passed.)

The beginning players’ clinic is held 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. every Monday. In-
termediate players are welcome to join 
in at 4:30 p.m. to practice their skills. 
Due to the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, however, the clinic will be 
cancelled on Monday, December 24 
and Monday, December 31.

Al Guild, 446-0005

bers, so help was needed. We are still 
a golf club sanctioned by the USGA 
and SCGA.

We have 63 members whose roll-
ing 12-month memberships expire on 
December 31. All who need to renew 
their memberships should go to www.
SCGA.org to renew online.

If you are interested in joining our 
Men’s Golf Club and playing with 
us every Wednesday morning, please 
contact our membership chairman Bill 
Riethmeier at 770-7022.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

TENNIS
As the tennis club ends a year of good 

times with family, friends and neigh-
bors, we’d like to thank all of those who 
helped make that happen, especially 
the club officers, Charlie Nobile, Dean 
Schwartz, Sonia LeTourneau, Joe Hart, 
Dave Smith, and Jodie Trainer. A spe-
cial thanks to all those volunteers who 
helped make this year so much fun. 
We couldn’t have done it without you.

Our club has planned several events 
for 2019. Our first event is scheduled 
for January 1 to welcome in the 2019 
Tennis Club officers. We’re planning 
a bunco party, potato party, Mexican 
dinner, music event by the pool, BBQ, 
pasta dish contest or brunch, and a holi-
day party. Be sure to take advantage of 
the lower cost to attend these functions 
by becoming a club member for $10. 
Several tennis events will be planned 
along with our Friday lessons.

Fun...friends...forever.
Joe Hart, 939-1792

PICKLEBALL
It’s a great time to play - or learn - 

pickleball. Friday mornings from 8:30 
to 10 a.m. new players are welcome to 
come and learn the basics. If you have 
played paddle tennis or tennis in the 
past, it is easy to learn pickleball. We 
have paddles and balls available for 
new players to use. Please wear ten-
nis shoes and come enjoy the game. 
A group has also started playing on 
Monday evenings at 6 p.m.

The pickleball courts are also avail-
able for private group play. Sign up 
on the white board outside the courts 
to reserve a time, or just show up. If 
the courts are empty, feel free to play. 
Outside guests are welcome so long as 
they are playing with a resident.

SHUFFLEBOARD
Some of you may not know that we 

have two groups that play on Sunday 
afternoons once a month. One, called 
Sunday Super Shuffle, meets at 1 p.m. 
Their winners in November were: first 
place, Carol Zinsmeister and Michael 
Bukala; second place, Brigid Johnson 
and Bob Caywood; third place, Mo 
Caywood and Paul Stover. The other 
group, called Social Super Sunday, 
had winners: first place, Randy Smith 
and Maris Stevenson; second place, 
Bob Caywood and Myrna Smith; third 
place, Ann Loranger and Linda Clark. 
Their next event is January 27 at 2 p.m. 
Neither of these groups play by tourna-
ment rules, and they use different rules 
each Sunday – it’s a fun afternoon!

The last day to sign up for the Christ-
mas Party on December 14 is Tuesday, 
December 11. Tony Rogers is the 
entertainment. Member’s price is $20, 
guests are $24.

Friday morning instruction and 
practice continues at 10 a.m. All are 
welcome.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Annual dues for pickleball are $10 
and may be paid at the Rec Ctr 1 office. 
Hope to see you on the courts.

Donna Guild, 446-0005



The Casta Courier December 2018Page  20

I DIDN’T KNOW THAT.
If you exceed the speed limit, you could be fined.
If your housekeeper exceeds the speed limit, you could be fined.
If your plumber exceeds the speed limit, you could be fined.
If any of your vendors exceed the speed limit, you could be fined.

 

DECAL REMINDER
When replacing or disposing 

of an auto or moving to another 
community, please remember to 
remove and return the auto decal 
to the Recreation Office at Rec Ctr 
1. Failure to do so will result in a 
$50 fine for each decal.

ASSOCIATION
PET RULES

Pet owners must ensure that pets 
do not disturb the peace and com-
fort of neighbors. Pet owners are 
responsible for removing all pet 
droppings and keeping their dogs 
on a leash. Pets are prohibited at 
the recreation centers and should 
always be watched to protect from 
possible coyote attacks. Volun-
tary cooperation of pet owners is 
required to enforce these regula-
tions. Please report stray animals 
to Mission Viejo Animal Services 
by calling 470-3045.

NORMAN MURRAY 
CENTER

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

December Events

•  Thursday, December 6 at 1 p.m. Dr. 
Trinh will discuss the latest research 
findings about our ability to remove 
Alzheimer’s plaque from the brain 
with the ultimate hope of treating 
and preventing Alzheimer’s. Course 
#25073

•  Monday, December 10 at 10 a.m., the 
Hearing Loss Chapter will discuss 
Holiday Helps to Survive the Holi-
days with hearing loss, and will also 
present gift suggestions for hearing 
technology to use with hearing aids 
or cochlear implants. No reservations 
needed.

•  Monday, December 10 at 10 a.m. 
Pharmacist Bill Liu will present an 
overview of cough, cold, and flu 
preparations to use, and safe dosages 
to take, to prepare you for the winter 
months. Course #13524

•  Tuesday, December 11 from noon 
to 1 p.m. Dr. Laila will speak about 

arthritis: what causes it and how to 
reverse it; the types of arthritis and 
how they develop; and how to reverse 
arthritis and live pain free with mo-
bility through a holistic approach. A 
vegetarian or non-vegetarian lunch 
is provided. Course #25073

•  Check for other events in the MUR-
RAY MEMO which you can receive 
electronically or have mailed by 
calling 470-3062. Also, more infor-
mation is available in print form at 
Rec Ctr 1.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

The City Council heard a report from 
Vector Control about the dangers of 
standing water in our yards. Mosquitos 
can breed in as little as a teaspoon of 
water. The dangerous mosquitos are 
black and white or black and yellow. 
If you are bitten and it is possible to 
save the mosquito, call Vector Control 
at 654-2421 or 714-971-2421. They 
will test the bug for West Nile Virus 
or Typhus. If you find any dead crows 
in your yard, also call Vector Control, 
and they will collect the carcass for 

testing. Every dead crow tested so far in 
the county has been infected with West 
Nile Virus. Recently, a Tustin resident 
died from West Nile Virus. Residents 
were asked to be vigilant and watch for 
standing water.

In December, Casta residents are 
again being asked to contribute toys 
to the children of our adopted Head-
quarters Battalion Marines at Camp 
Pendleton. Collection boxes for toys 
are at Rec Ctr 1 from Tuesday, No-
vember 27 until Tuesday, December 
18. The Marines’ children are allowed 
to select the toy of their choice at their 
huge Christmas party at Camp Pend-
leton. So buy an extra toy during your 
shopping and drop it off at Rec Ctr 1. 
Our Marines give so much, and this is 
our opportunity to show our support.

TIPS AND HINTS FOR 
YOU AND YOUR PC

Your Web Browser

This column is written 
by Casta’s computer 
whiz, Jerry Hewitt. 

Jerry Hewitt

Any time that you access informa-
tion on the internet you are using your 
web browser. Every location on the 
internet has a specific address, and the 
browser allows you to connect to those 
addresses. 

The browser is often confused with 
a search engine that is used to search 
for information. The browser is the 
software application that accesses web-
sites and web pages. A search engine 
contains a list of every web site that 
uses a particular word, and gives you 
a list of those sites to select from with 
the browser. You must use a browser 
to get to a search engine.

There over fifty browsers to choose 
from, but five of them represent 95 
percent of the browser market share. 
They are:

1. Google Chrome by Google. About 
50 percent market share. Default search 
engine is Google.

2. Safari by Apple. About 30 percent 
market share due largely to iPhone 
and iPad use.  Default search engine 
is Google.

3. Internet Explorer/Edge by Micro-
soft. About 10 percent market share. 
Default search engine is Bing. In 
Windows 10, Internet Explorer was 
replaced with Edge. Internet Explorer 
once had over 90 percent market share, 
but it is no longer as secure as the oth-
ers, and is not recommended. 

4. Firefox by Mozilla. About 5 
percent market share. Default search 
engine is Yahoo.

These browsers are free, and you can 
use any one you like, and have more 
than one installed. To use a browser 
other than Edge or Internet Explorer, 
you must download and install it. A 
safe place to find Chrome and Firefox 
is at ninite.com. Just select the one you 
want, scroll down the page, and click 
on the box that says Get My Ninite. The 
browser will be downloaded, installed, 
and a shortcut will be put on your 
desktop. You may then set it as your 
default browser in Windows Settings/
Apps/Default Apps.

If you want to be in the majority, 
you will use Chrome and search with 
Google.

S e n d  y o u r  p c  q u e s t i o n s 
to|cdshelpdesk@gmail.com.

Childhood Daze

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writer’s 
humorous spin on 
the ups and downs 
of life.

SMALL TALK

One day, amidst bill paying and 
listening to news reports that were 
depressing, I remembered the carefree 
days of my childhood when I played in 
the woods behind my house. Always 
a daydreamer, the woods became my 
passport to other times and places via 
my vivid imagination. I climbed the 
trees and pretended I was in the tower 
of a castle, and when I swung on the 
rope that someone tied to the branch of 
a tree, it became a magnificent white 
horse that transported me to new ad-
ventures.

If only I could go back. Hey, why 
not? My memory isn’t great, but my 
imagination works well. I closed my 
eyes and pictured myself at my pres-
ent age entering the woods. Within a 

minute I was coughing due to allergies 
and asthma. But I pushed on, stopping 
at a tree—my castle. I lifted one leg 
to climb, but when my knee bent, my 
arthritis made me wince in pain. Okay, 
so no castle. I turned to the rope. This 
would be easy. I grabbed the rope, 
started to run, and then lifted my pain-
ful legs up off the ground. Yes! I was 
air born on my white horse . . . until my 
arthritic hands lost their grip and slid 
down giving me rope burn. I screamed, 
let go of the rope, and crashed onto 
the ground, breaking my hip. My eyes 
instantly popped open, and the fantasy 
thankfully disappeared.

The moral? Always remain a kid in 
your fantasi
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Each month on the first Saturday, 
the Baby Boomers choose a unique 
theme for their fun-filled musical par-
ties. What could be more appropriate 
for an October party than celebrating 
Oktoberfest? On October 6, the Vista 
Room was decked out in a motif remi-
niscent of the annual German celebra-
tion. Table centerpieces were large 
soft pretzels and beer steins. The feast, 
catered by Jolanda and served fam-
ily style, included bratwurst, chicken 
schnitzel, sweet and sour red cabbage, 
sauerkraut, German potato salad, and 
chocolate cake a-la-mode.

The first Oktoberfest was held in 
the year 1810, in honor of the Bavar-
ian Crown Prince Ludwig’s marriage 
to Princess Therese von Sachsen-
Hildburghausen. The festivities began 
on October 12 and ended on October 
17 with a horse race. The citizens of 
Munich were invited to attend the 
festivities held on the fields in front of 
the city gates to celebrate the happy 
royal event. Since then, the festival has 
grown to include horse races, games, 
rides, music, and beer.

BABY BOOMERS OKTOBERFEST PARTY BRINGS 
GOOD CHEER
By Debra Friedman, photos by Kip Isbell

Steve Dudek, aka the one-man band, 
provided the entertainment for the 
Baby Boomers party. His selection of 
songs contained some German-oriented 
tunes as well as popular favorites. His 
saxophone and accordion music were 
especially fitting for the Oktoberfest 
event.

Over 100 Baby Boomers turned 
out for this month’s event to munch, 
guzzle, and dance away the evening. 
One CdS resident, Ingebord Lillieman, 
donned an authentic Bavarian costume, 
while other attendees embraced the 
theme with their attire.

Continued on page 22

Continued on page 24

Mission Viejo’s senior taxi service 
operates 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week to city residents aged 60 and 
older. Rides cost $5 each way but may 
be shared with two others. The curb-to-
curb service is provided by California 
Yellow Cab.

Service boundaries are within Mis-
sion Viejo and Laguna Hills and in-

THE SENIOR DIAL-A-TAXI PROGRAM
By Priscilla Tripp

clude such places as private homes, 
restaurants, banks, theaters, city hall, 
library, hospitals, etc. The service 
will take you to medical appointments 
but not to medical treatments, such 
as chemotherapy. Also, you must be 
self-sufficient or provide an attendant. 
Vans with lift equipment are available.
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Guests Cheering

Authentic Bavarian Costume

Attendees Dancing to 
Music of Steve Dudek

BABY BOOMERS OKTOBERFEST PARTY BRINGS GOOD CHEER
Continued from page 21
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THE SENIOR DIAL-A-TAXI PROGRAM
Continued from page 21

Continued on page 26

In addition to locations in the city and 
Laguna Hills, there is a list of satellite 
locations that you can get a ride to. 
They include: Freedom Village in Lake 
Forest, Metrolink train stations, Family 
Assistance Ministries in San Clemente 
and even the VA Center in Santa Ana.

Rides may be scheduled from one 
hour in advance to weeks or months 
ahead.

You must have an application on file 
and a city-issued photo I.D. card to use 
the service.

Applications are available at city 
hall, at the Norman P. Murray Com-
munity and Senior Center and online 
at cityofmissionviejo.org.

THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE
Edited by Bob Destino

Every street name in Casta del Sol has 
a story. Here are a few of those stories.

•  Via Maragall, named for Castillian 
Spanish writer Juan Maragall.

•  Calle Neruda, named for Nobel Prize 
in Literature winner, Chilean poet 
Pablo Neruda.

•  Via Pedrell, named for Felipe Pedrell, 
Spanish composer and member of 
The Royal Academy of Fine Arts.

•  Via Rivas, named for Spanish dra-
matist Angel Saavedra Rivas.

•  Via Turina, named for prominent 
Spanish composer and conductor 
Joaquin Turina.

•  Villena, named after an ancient Span-
ish city dating back to the late 15th 
century.

•  Calle Alonso, named for 20th century 
Spanish writer Damaso Alonso.

•  Barbosa, named for Brazilian guitar-
ist and composer Carlos Barbosa-
Lima.

•  Via Bonalde, named for Spanish 
dancer Caballero Bonalde.

•  Via Chocano, named for Peruvian 
poet Jose Santos Chocono.

•  Via Enriquez, named for 17th century 
Spanish writer Antonio Enriquez.
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Please call to schedule a tour and 
feel the Freedom Village difference.

5-Star Vacation for Your Loved One!

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Lic. #300606831 COA 143

FOLLOW US ON:

23442 El Toro Road Bldg 2 Lake Forest, CA 92630 | www.freedomvillage.org (949) 472-4733

Call Freedom Village Assisted Living to learn about 
our short-term respite care programs with personalized 
care, 5-star dining, medication management and 
rejuvenating activities.

Our licensed nurses and caregivers are here to take 
care of your loved ones around the clock.

Assisted Living • Skilled Nursing

eed a Break from Caregiving?givingeed a Break from Cared a Break from Caregivink from Caregiving?d a Break from Caregeed a Break from Caregiving?Break from Caregiving?i i g?Do You Need a Break from Caregiving?

CANINE COMPANIONS’ HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARADE
By Sally Gilmore-Hernadi, photos by Paul Harmon

An early Halloween costume parade 
was held by Canine Companions on 
October 27 at the Lawn Bowling Pa-
vilion. The three best-dressed dogs 
earned prizes for themselves and their 
owners. First place prize of a gift 
certificate from MJ Pet Spaw went 
to Maggie Mae, owned by Patricia 

Patricia Crowley and Maggie Mae

Cordelia Neale with Coco Chanel

Crowley. Second place prize of a 
Nila dog bone went to Coco Chanel, 
owned by Cordelia Neale. Third place 
winner, Chebaka (Koko Puff) owned 
by Dorothy Arevalos, got a doggie 
dental chew. Honorable mention went 
to Buddy the Bandit, owned by Dawn 
and Bob Henry.

Dorothy Arevalos with Koko Puff

Buddy the Bandit, owned by 
Dawn and Bob Henry, received 
an honorable mention
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THE COURIER WANTS TO CELEBRATE YOUR 
GOOD TIMES

Are you celebrating a notable mile-
stone in your life this month or in the 
near future? A milestone birthday, or 
a special anniversary? We are happy 
for you. And your neighbors will be 
too, when they know about it. Please 

send your names, the event you are 
celebrating, and the date of that event 
to the Courier. We will publish them 
as space permits. No photos required, 
just the names, the milestone you are 
celebrating, and the date. Send to: fm-
organ17@cox.net.

Offer Expires: 12/31/18

THE STREET WHERE YOU LIVE
Continued from page 24

•  Via Lugones, named for Argentinean 
writer Leopold Lugone

•  Calle Marin, named for Latin writer 
Diego Marin whose Ediciones de 
Lara was published in 1948.

•  Calle Nervo, named for much loved 
Mexican poet and diplomat Amado 
Nervo.

•  Via Pondal, named for Jose Augus-
tine Pondal, a Cuban poet

•  Via Rodrigo, named for Spanish 
musician and composer Joaquin Ro-
drigo.

•  Via Silvestre, named for Paul Ar-
mand Silvestre, a French writer who 
collaborated with Spanish writer Gil 
Blas.
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Brantley, Barbara
Brawley, Pat
Burdick, Arlene
Burdick, Bob
Chenarides, Arline
Colombana, Jill
Cromwell, Irina

Courier Volunteers
The Courier expresses its gratitude to these dedicated volunteers who, 

each month, pack the paper for distribution. The next stuffing date is Friday, 
December 28, 10:30 a.m. in the Vista Room.

Freed, Jayne
Friedrich, Debra
Harris, Barbara
Herzberg, Bruce
Horner, Judy
Isbell, Elaine
Isbell, Kip

Malloy, Gary
Marino, Ginger
McCoy, Deb
Morgan, Fran
Rothert, Evelyn
Russell, Bari
Schinas, Kathy

Stoddard, Don
Sweet, Susan
Treichel, Mary
Waters, Dona
Waters, John
Willis, Jacqueline

IN MEMORIAM
Joan Finnerty
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 

ARON & SON 
Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
23 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOUR CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BEAUTY 

AVON PRODUCTS 
Call Nancy Miller at 949-454-1048 for 

FREE brochures and samples. 

PERMANENT MAKE-UP 
Brows • Eyeliners • Full Lips / each $200 

Call Linda: 949-680-8226 

COMPUTER SERVICE 

OCGEEKER COMPUTER SERVICES 
Over 15 Years Exp. Servicing PCs 

Ref. available. OCGeeker.com 
Please call (949) 307-9421 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

BILL NEWSOM 
General Building Contractor 

Lic# 354362 
Remodeling Specialist 
Casta del Sol Resident 

949-315-9042 
newsomhome@aol.com 

DRAPERIES 

ACCURATE WINDOW COVERINGS 
Draperies – Blinds – Shutters - Shades 

Sales – Installations – Repairs 
SALE  10% to 50% off 

Serving Casta Del Sol for over 15 years 
Call 949-588-7002 Lic#794804 / Insured 

www.accuratewindowcoverings.net 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 
personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, 
appts., errands, housekeeping, meal prep. 

Bonded & insured. Lic # 304700141. Call: 
949-842-6831 

PRIVATE CAREGIVER 
In -home care, personal assistance, errands, appt's. 

12 years exp. Insured. Jeannie (949) 228-4950 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED 
CAREGIVER 

For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

HANDYMAN 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 
25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HANDYMAN BOB 
          •  SMALL JOBS PREFERRED 
          •  LIGHT ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING 
          •  DOOR AND GATE HARDWARE 
          •  ASSEMBLY/GATE REPAIRS 
          •  AND MUCH MORE 
          •  20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
          •  CALL/TEXT 949-716-3805 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
Call Alex at 949-307-9093 

BILL NEWSOM 
Home Maintenance Services 

● mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
● carpentry, tile, cabinet repairs 
● drywall repairs, painting, etc. 

45 years experience. CdS Resident. 
949-315-9042 

newsomhome@aol.com 

HOUSECLEANING 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

EVA’S BACK! 
EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 
estimates. Doing business 19 years. 

Casta del Sol & Laguna Woods. 
Call: 949-461-0108 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

Call KITCHEN VISION 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 

➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ CUSTOM-BUILT CABINETS 
➢ KITCHEN UPGRADES 
➢ PANTY PULL-OUTS 
➢ GRANITE & QUARTZ 

COUNTERTOPS 
➢ BATHROOM REMODELS & MORE! 

25 yrs. of CdS References CSLB#698412 
KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611 

MOVERS 

WEST COAST RELOCATION 
Local & Long Distance Moves, Packing 

Services, Storage & Custom Moves 
FREE Insurance with every move 

Senior Discount - $50 Off Total Price 
Lic. #191386  •  Call: 949-386-0335 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures, wallpaper removal, installed 

baseboards, patio covers. Lic.#629293. 
Connie: 949-583-9235. 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

REAL ESTATE FINANCING 

REVERSE MORTGAGE SPECIALIST 
Reverse/Refinance or Purchase Transactions 

As Is Lending NMLS 1422332 
Stephanie Anderson NMLS 1460936 

(949) 422-9992 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.tomdroesch.com 

WILLS & TRUSTS 

Wills & Trust 
LIVING TURST - $599 Complete!! 

Call Greg: (949) 851-4969 

WINDOW CLEANING 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

37 YEARS IN ORANGE COUNTY 
$60 Inside/Outside. Screens & tracks. 

(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 
*Also Gutter Cleaning.* 

 
 All classified ads including inserts/flyers 

must be submitted, pre-approved for content 
and paid for in advance before the 21st of the 

month prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


