
Veterans Day Celebrated by Military Veterans Club
By Nellie Cisneros, photos by Randy Smith

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

Racquet Clubs’ Gala Another Rip-Roaring Success
By Priscilla Tripp, photos by Lee Lesser

Volunteer Luncheon
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

 

Board Vacancy
With the resignation of Audrey 

Michaels, there is now a vacancy 
on the Board of Directors. The 
Board will conduct interviews in 
January of residents interested in 
filling the remaining six months of 
Audrey’s term.  Contact General 
Manager Josh Hodosh for further 
details.

Maintenance  Yard 
Open House

The Board of Directors and 
Facilities Committee invite Casta 
residents to attend an open house 
from 3:45 to 5 p.m. on January 
11 at the remodeled maintenance 
yard located at Rec Ctr 2. Park 
at the Rec 2 parking lot and fol-
low the open house signs. Light 
refreshments will be provided.

Architectural
Committee Alert

The Architectural Committee 
will soon be inspecting for patio 
clutter. For sanitary and aesthetic 
reasons, please remove all trash 
and storage clutter from your 
patio area to avoid receiving a 
citation.

Vendor Gate Entry 
Change

Effective February 1, 2018, 
vendor and service vehicles will 
be required to enter Casta del 
Sol only at gates 1 and 2. Due 
to safety issues at gates 3 and 4, 
the Traffic Committee and the 
HOA Board have approved this 
relocation of vendor and service 
vehicles. People doing any work 
at your home, whether a handy-
man, plumber, house cleaner or 
dog groomer, will have to use gate 
1 or 2. When scheduling vendor 
appointments, please inform them 
of this change.

On Thursday, December 7, 120 
volunteers attended the Vol-

Wanda Errico, a 30-year volunteer, 
spoke as Josh Hodosh looked on.Irina Cromwell, a Casta volunteer 

since 1981, was recognized.

 Come as a flapper or come as you are,
 Dress as a gangster or silent screen 
star.
 It’s going to be fun, no matter the 
dress,
 Just bring yourself and we’ll do the 
rest!

With that on the invitation, we knew 
it was going to be good; and true to 
form, the dynamic duo of Sondra 
Nelson and Carol Martinez pulled off 
another winner in their series of glit-
tering galas for the racquet clubs of 
Casta del Sol.

This year’s theme was the Roaring 
Twenties, so one wall of the Vista 

Room was transformed with a large city 
silhouette and a giant full paper moon 
shining over a speakeasy. The black 
and white themed table décor featured 
dramatic centerpieces with large black 
feathers, and the room was beautifully 
lit for dining and dancing. An excellent 
band and singer played into the night 
and provided some Charleston music 
in keeping with the Roaring Twenties 
theme. The dance floor came alive with 
tennis and paddle tennis players and 
friends dressed in full flapper finery.

The food was excellent and consisted 
of such items as snazzy appetizers (the Flappers Donna Roland

and Tissy Manuel

Continuing with the yearly tradi-
tion of honoring the men and 

women veterans 
who served our 
great nation, the 
Casta del Sol Mili-
tary Veterans Club 
celebrated with the 
annual Military 
Honors Ball on 
November 11. We 
were especially 
proud and honored 
to have four World 
War II veterans 
attending. Those 

Participating in the military cake cutting ritual are
(L-R) Earl Gentry, Steve Vallely, George Locke,

Wes Bickel and Sol Schwartz.

The Lone Table representing those veterans 
who served bravely and did not return.

Continued on page 4

unteer Lun-
cheon hosted 
by the Board 
of Directors of 
Casta del Sol. 
This annual 
a f fa i r  hon-
ors the many 
volunteers in 
Casta who en-
able our com-
munity to not 
only run ef-
ficiently but 
also save sig-
nificant sums 
of money by 

giving of their time.

Victoria Crayne, Board President, 
introduced Board members who in turn 
introduced the committees for which 

veterans included Earl 
Gentry, Melty Harris, 
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Victoria Crayne, President

I hope you had a 
wonderful holiday sea-
son and are now ready 
to face 2018 and its 
challenges.

At the Volunteer 
Recognition Luncheon 
held on December 7, a list of Casta del 
Sol’s committee accomplishments was 
distributed for all to see. During the 
event, the Board liaison for each com-
mittee introduced the chair and invited 
him or her to share the one accomplish-
ment that provided the greatest satisfac-
tion. Committee members stood to join 
the chair in receiving a well-deserved 
round of applause. A copy of that list 
has been enclosed in this issue of the 
Courier and I urge you to read the 
whole list carefully.   Many items have 
been completed, and others are still on 
the way to becoming a reality.

It was inspiring to hear the committee 
chairs’ commitments to the future of 
Casta. The Board was delighted to have 
this formal occasion to recognize the 
committees, and also acknowledge that 
without the superior staff provided by 
Powerstone, we would be hard pressed 
to bring our plans to reality.

Each committee faces the challenge 
of obtaining new committee members 
to help with an ever-growing number of 
projects. All are welcome to join; there 
is always a place for every resident who 
wishes to make a contribution.

Casta will be holding elections for 
four directors this spring. Your work 
on a committee puts you ahead of those 
who have no current involvement. You 
will learn the process Casta follows in 
planning and executing new projects.

It takes a village working together to 
keep Casta one of the most desirable 
55+ communities in Orange County. 
We achieve greatness when we work 
together.

MANAGER’S
REPORT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
Casta’s 2017
Accomplishments

Each year brings 
new opportunities 
for all of us, and as 
we get ready for an-
other exciting year, 
I wanted to take a moment and reflect 
on the prior year’s successes at Casta 
del Sol. 2017 was an amazing year and 
our community accomplished a great 
deal. Inserted in this month’s Courier 
you will find a list with some of those 
highlighted accomplishments by your 
many committees.

Those accomplishments could not 
have been achieved if it weren’t for 
our great committees and committee 
structure. The contributions made this 
past year were essential in the As-
sociation’s success helping the Board 
of Directors make decisions that truly 
shaped the community. The Board of 
Directors is proud of the accomplish-
ments achieved in 2017 and looks 
forward to a productive 2018. If you 
would like an additional copy of the 
committee highlights, you may pick it 
up at Rec Ctr 1. On behalf of the entire 
community, thank you committees and 
volunteers for all you have done and 
continue to do.

Annual Statements/ Coupon Books
In December, homeowners should 

have received a billing statement re-
flecting their current account balance, 
and a coupon book for 2018. If you are 
already set up through ACH (auto pay) 
you will not receive a coupon book. 
We strongly encourage you to review 
the statement. Also, please note the as-
sessments beginning this month will be 
$359 per month per residence.

If you did not receive these docu-
ments, please call the Administration 
Office at 837-4073 so we can be sure 
to help get the information you need. 

Holiday Decorations / Tree Pick-Up 
Info

Please let this serve as a reminder 
that those beautiful decorations you so 
lovingly placed on the exterior of your 
homes are required by the Architectural 
Guidelines to be removed, boxed and 
stored away by January 15.

Waste Management will only pick-
up Christmas trees on the following 
dates: December 28, January 3, and 
January 10.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA

President: Victoria Crayne vcraynecasta@gmail.com
Vice President: Randy Gish gishra@sbcglobal.net
Secretary: Audrey Michaels castaaudrey@hotmail.com
Treasurer: William Swift wgswift1940@gmail.com
Directors: Steve Garman garmancds@gmail.com
 Becky Stetzel bex2@me.com
 Randy Thompson rjthompson922@aol.com

- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
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INSIDE

-  Notice  -
The Association wishes to 

remind residents that before 
any outside work can be started 
on your home, you must have 
an approved Application for 
Proposed Construction from 
the Architectural Committee. 
Forms are available at Rec Ctr 
1 and on the Casta del Sol com-
munity website.

LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services 
Coordinator

Ahead of the win-
ter season, the City 
of Mission Viejo is 
offering free sandbags for residents to 
protect their properties from possible 
flooding that could occur with signifi-
cant winter rain storms.

Sandbags are available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week through April 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Bags 
are pre-filled and are limited to 10 
bags per resident. Residents may pick 
up sandbags throughout the city at the 
following self-serve locations:

Continued in column 3

• Craycraft (Alicia) Park,
 23650 Via Linda

• Animal Services Center,
 28095 Hillcrest

• Mission Viejo Civic Center,
 200 Civic Center

• Florence Joyner Olympiad Park,
 22760 Olympiad Road

• Gilleran Park,
 24960 Felipe Road

•  Norman P. Murray Community and 
Senior Center,

 24932 Veterans Way

• Marty Russo Youth Athletic Park,
 22056 Olympiad Road

Happy New Year

Your Powerstone staff hopes that all 
Casta residents enjoyed the holiday 
season and have a happy and healthy 
new year.

 

IF YOU ENJOY THE
HERITAGE GARDEN
A Donation Will Help Us

Maintain and Expand

Thank you  —  The Casta del Sol 
Heritage Garden Club
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MAINTENANCE
REPORT
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

The Casta del Sol 
community has com-
pleted several major projects in the past 
few years that have involved countless 
hours of sharing ideas and preparation 
by Facilities Committee subcommittee 
members. The Rec Ctr 1 pool area and 
Library renovations were completed 
in 2015. In 2016, we finished the rec-
reation office, made new space in the 
administration office, and added a new 
kiln room in a partial update to the 
Arts and Crafts and Ceramics rooms. 
In 2017, we completed the Landscape 
Maintenance Yard renovation and the 
Gate Houses update.

In 2018, we look to continue the 
renovation trend and work on the Rec 
Ctr 2 shower rooms project which in-

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
December 7, 2017

The Board:

•  Passed a resolution to approve a request for $50,195 for portions of the ex-
tensive remodeling project planned for Rec Ctr 2. For architectural design 
development, construction documents, etc., $30,620 was approved, in addition 
to $8,575 for possible additional path of travel to the shower rooms, plus an 
additional contingency of $11,000. The whole project cost is planned in the 
reserves for $300,000. Construction will start in April-May and last about 
12 weeks, during which time the pool and spa will be closed;

•  Heard from Audrey Michaels that she is resigning from the Board as of the 
end of December after serving for over five years. Board President Victoria 
Crayne indicated her respect and appreciation for Audrey’s service as secre-
tary of the Board. She also indicated that the Board may make an appointment 
of a resident to serve the remaining six months of Audrey’s term;

•  Approved a three-year renewal of the contract with Great Scott Tree Service 
for mature tree trimming at the rate of $203,290 per year plus annual increases 
beginning in a year. Up to 1,000 trees (down from 1,100) per year may be 
trimmed;

•  Heard from General Manager Josh Hodosh that a new phone book with the 
revised rules and architectural guidelines will be coming soon. He also said 
that dues coupon books are coming from Powerstone Management Company, 
and he wished happy holidays to all committee members and volunteers;

•  Heard from Maintenance Services Supervisor Tim Roller that preliminary 
Vista Room renovation plans are in hand. The work is scheduled to take 
place between April 30 and August 20. He also said that the Rec 2 shower 
room plans have been approved and that there are four bids for painting 495 
houses this year;

•  Approved a resolution to ratify payments and make reimbursements to four 
homeowners and vendors for plumbing repairs necessitated by common 
area tree root intrusions totaling $20,347.50. Another resolution to ratify a 
proposal for patio repairs needed because of root damage in the amount of 
$5,025 was also approved. Another related resolution was passed giving staff 
permission to approve and process reserve funds linked to common area tree 
root expenses at a rate not to exceed $7,500 each. Board member Steve Gar-
man said that he is developing a proposal to use preventive measures in these 
tree root problems, which would be much less costly than the reimbursement 
system now used;

•  Heard a report from Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton that four 
stone pines above the Rec Ctr 1 parking lot will be evaluated by a second 
arborist. He also said that plans are being developed for landscaping along 
Jeronimo, Olympiad and Alicia over the next few years;

•  Approved a resolution to renew the Association’s earthquake insurance for 
one year for a premium of $4,997 for the common area buildings and other 
property valued at $5,105,411;

•  Heard from Wally Lukanov that he and several other former Board members 
are forming their own advisory group to answer questions about decisions 
made by past Casta boards;

•  Approved adding the Dunn Edwards color northgate green to the approved 
list of exterior home colors. Painting will begin in February; and

•  Accepted the resignation of Connie Campanile as a member of the Architec-
tural Committee.

The next regular Board meeting will be on January 18 at 1 p.m. in the Vista 
Room at Rec Ctr 1. The next workshop meeting will be on January 4 at 9 
a.m. in the Fiesta Room.

Priscilla Tripp, Courier Chair

cludes the concrete path of travel from 
the parking lot, and the Vista Room 
project. Both spaces are heavily used 
by anyone enjoying the amenities at 
the recreation facilities, and I am sure 
there are lots of opinions about how 
the rooms will look and function. If 
you are someone with an opinion about 
how your facilities operate and want 
to turn your ideas into action, the Fa-
cilities Committee meets on the second 
Thursday of every month in the Garden 
Room at 9 a.m.

Please submit a maintenance request 
work order at the Rec Ctr 1 office 
for maintenance requests. Contact 
Maintenance Services if you have any 
questions about maintenance issues, 
construction projects, architectural ap-
plications or courtesy notices.

Maintenance Supervisor:
Tim Roller, 455-4671

Maintenance Coordinator:
Ed Pedroncelli, 215-1955

Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

January 2018
Hall, Dianne & Lynn ...................... 23621 Via Garfias .................. 244-3971

 Monarch Beach, CA

Hanson, Donald & Marie ............... 23524 Ribalta ...........................Unlisted

 Irvine, CA

Keller, Susan .................................. 27786 Espinoza .............(714) 916-2564

 Laguna Woods, CA

Koontz, Edward ............................. 27786 Espinoza .............(714) 916-2564

 Laguna Woods, CA

McConnell, Carl ............................. 28393 Alava .............................Unlisted

 Kingsland, TX

Parker, Joan & Everett ................... 27875 Espinoza ...................... 348-9677

 Laguna Hills, CA

Rothert, Evelyn .............................. 28024 Espinoza .............(714) 642-4847

 Anaheim, CA

Sabo, Nancy ................................... 28391 Alava ........................Will Notify

 Hemet, CA

Suttelmeier, Velma ........................ Unlisted .........................(424) 237-5786

 Palos Verdes, CA

Williams, Dale & Mary Lou .......... 28305 Alava ..................(909) 996-8259

 Upland, CA

Directory change

Rullo, Leonard & Mary .................. 28448 Buena Vista ................. 581-2515

2018 CdS Paint Schedule

There is no Paint Schedule for this month.
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VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON
Continued from page 1

Casta del Sol 
Residents Receive 

Just mention 
this advertisement at: 

they serve as liaison. Each committee 
chair noted the achievements of that 
committee and introduced members of 
the committee.

Volunteers who serve on more than 
one committee were honored, as were 

Jerry Hebert, and Sol Schwartz.

The customary military cake bearing 
the seal of every military branch was 
cut and served. The Lone Table with a 
setting for one, was the center of attrac-
tion as guests stopped by to reflect on 
our fallen comrades. The unoccupied 
table represents those veterans who 
served bravely and did not return.

The annual Military Ball is always a 
festive evening with great live music, a 
delicious dinner, fabulous door prizes, 
and moving tributes honoring all those 
who bravely served from all branches 
of the military.

VETERANS DAY
CELEBRATED BY
MILITARY VETERANS 
CLUB
Continued from page 1

those who have served for many years. 
Irina Cromwell, who moved to Casta in 
1980 and began volunteering in 1981, 
got a special round of applause as did 
Wanda Errico who has served on the 
Insurance Committee for 30 years.

Recreation Supervisor Valerie Hanich 
was in charge of the food, which was 
served by Powerstone staff.

RACQUET CLUBS’ GALA 
ANOTHER RIP-ROARING 
SUCCESS
Continued from page 1

Great Gatsby prologue), Charleston 
sides and flapper dessert (cheesecake 
with a raspberry drizzle).

While Sondra and Carol planned and 
helped execute all that it took to pull 
the party off, they were ably assisted 
by their husbands, Butch and Leo, and 
a host of others – all told, about 40, ac-
cording to Sondra. Tissy Manuel and 
her team created the city wall and eight-
foot-wide moon, and Jodie Trainer and 
a team of fancy flappers served exqui-
site hors d’oeuvres and individual mini 
bottles of French champagne.

Congrats to them all — this one will 
be hard to top.
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ARCHITECTURAL
Happy New Year to all. 2017 was 

a very good year for this commit-
tee. Much progress was made as we 
settled on new paint colors with Dunn 
Edwards paints, and we completed a 
much needed updating of the Rules and 
Guidelines. You will be able to select 
one of the new paint colors when it is 
time for your house to be painted. The 
Rules and Guidelines will be found in 
the new Casta del Sol Phone Direc-
tory. These rules and guidelines are 
for homeowners to assist them in fill-
ing out applications for any change or 
improvement they plan to make on the 
exterior of their home.

In the last few months many patios 
and fences have been repainted, re-
paired or replaced. Shades are being 
raised when not in use, and colors to 
match have been installed. Front doors 
are being upgraded and dual pane win-
dows are being installed.

As a result of our inspections we 
are seeing applications for trash can 
enclosures. During our random on-
site visits, we are seeing less clutter 
on patios. Hopefully, the committee’s 
messages about cleaning up around the 
exterior of your property have been 
helpful. Items that should be removed 

GREENBELT
With the holidays now behind us, 

we welcome in a positive new year 
for 2018. Check the newly approved 
guidelines pertaining to the greenbelt 
common areas. Contact the Greenbelt 
Committee for approval prior to mak-
ing any changes. No personal items 
shall be placed on the lawn areas that 
might be an obstruction for the mow-
ing crews.

We have two projects to finish from 
our 2017 list due to holiday schedules 
and Pac West’s new contract assess-
ments. There were three companies 
bidding for the next three year’s 
contract and PacWest was chosen to 
continue.

If you haven’t had a chance to see 
the newly landscaped Ribalta Slope 
Project, please take time to check it 
out. It has completely new updated 
plantings along with additional tree 
varieties. Also, all four entry Gatehouse 
landscapes were completed.

The Greenbelt Committee has excit-
ing plans for 2018. Some projects are 
as follows: replacement of turf and the 
addition of new shrubs at Alicia near 
Gate 4; Jeronimo slope at Gate 3 (west 
toward Marguerite); Olympiad - side-

FACILITIES
Let’s start the new year with a look 

at some of the major projects that are 
planned to increase the appearance and 
functionality of the buildings in Casta 
del Sol.

The Fiesta Room (also known as 
Building A): Windows will be replaced 

BUDGET AND FINANCE
Welcome to our new members Jim 

include boxes and bins stored on the 
patio as well as random items half hid-
den behind bushes. As a homeowner 
in this HOA, it is your responsibility 
to be a good neighbor and follow the 
Rules and Guidelines by removing un-
sightly items and exterior storage. Did 
you know that woodpiles invite such 
things as rodents, termites and spiders? 
Please be a good neighbor and do some 
cleanup if it is needed.

Did you know you could have too 
many flower and plant pots on your 
property, and/or pots that are too large 
or too boldly colored? The Rules and 
Guidelines specify the number of ac-
ceptable items in a given space. Please 
be aware of these guidelines as we 
work to keep Casta del Sol looking 
its best.

The Architectural Committee meets 
on the first Tuesday each month in the 
Garden Room at 1 p.m. All are wel-
come to come for a visit. If you have 
any questions, please call one of the 
two co-chairs listed below.

Pat Riethmeier, Co-chair, 770-7022 
Bill Stetzel, Co-chair, 728-8029

Steve Garman, Liaison

and stonework will be added to the 
outside of the building.

The Vista Room (also known as 
Building B): Residents have been 
asking for major improvements in the 
Vista Room and now it is beginning 
to happen. A construction company 
has been selected to coordinate the 
numerous improvements submitted by 
several suppliers. These include sound 
abatement in the walls and ceiling, 
relocation of the stage area, flooring 
replacement, wall insulation and re-
finishing, and new dual pane, floor-to-
ceiling windows, which will provide an 
unobstructed view of the golf course. 
The north walkway will be widened to 
satisfy the city’s ADA requirements for 
exiting from the building. On top of 
the building, there is an existing bell 
tower. The plan for the bell tower is the 
addition of three bells with nighttime 
lighting and exterior stonework.

The Gym (in Building D): The 
building presently houses the gym, 
ceramics and lapidary. Currently, a 
sub-committee is looking at the pos-
sibility of moving some interior walls 
to better allot space for these activities.

Wayne Block, 916-5387
wmblock@earthlink.net

Sally Gilmore-Hernadi, 581-6060
sallygh01@gmail.com

Victoria Crayne, Liaison

Continued on page 8

Slawson, Pam Rhoades, and Barbara 
Escarzaga. We appreciate your will-
ingness to volunteer your time and 
expertise. In addition, a big thank you 
to all the board members, committee 
chairs, staff, interested residents, and 
the Budget and Finance Committee 
members for their attention and hard 
work completing the 2018 budget.

The 2018 budget resulted in an 
increase in monthly dues of $16, an 
increase of 4.66%. There were many 
factors that contributed to this. First 
were the necessary increases in the re-
serve study items to maintain our facili-
ties. Second, increased labor costs were 
reflected in all categories such as land 
maintenance, traffic control, and repair 
and maintenance contracts as well as 
increases for our employees. Third, 
utilities are expected to increase and 
our budget reflected those anticipated 
changes. As a result, the new dues are 
$359, effective January 1.

The committee continues its review 
of the monthly financial statements. 
Water for October was $88,317. 
Year-to-date, we have spent $637,121, 
which makes us $18,616 over budget. 
We hope we will come in with lower 
numbers in the next two months to stay 
within our annual budget for 2017 of 
$742,206.

The October monthly deficit was 
$97,336. The over budget expenses 
were primarily legal bills of $9,000, 
tree removal of $16,000, mature tree 
pruning of $48,000, and water of 
$26,000. As a result, year-to-date net 
surplus was $2,126.

Some of the over budget amounts are 
timing issues with water currently over 
budget, but this should be under budget 
for the next two months. The increase 
in legal fees was due to higher usage. 
The other overages reflect the changing 
conditions in land maintenance and the 
care of our trees.

The committee continues its review 
of the financials and invites all residents 
to join us at the budget meetings. The 
committee meets the third Monday of 
the month in the Garden Room at 1 p.m. 
Hope to see you there.

Debbie Jantz, Chair, 521-0114
Bill Swift, Liaison
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GREENBELT
Continued from page 6

walk to wall; full-street tree upgrades 
(one in January and one in September); 
other regular tree additions are cur-
rently being evaluated for January and 
February; Phase 2 of Silvestre Street 
Tree Project is pending.

If you have questions regarding the 
conditions of any HOA planted front 
yard tree, please do not hesitate to call 
Bill Thornton, Landscape Services Co-
ordinator, at 455-4672 for clarification.

If you notice or see anything that 
needs attention, please do not hesitate 
to call Pac West at 583-2705 and ask 
for an LMR (landscape maintenance 
request). They are currently planting 
trees and shrubs, and handling any prior 
LMRs throughout the community. This 
is part of our fall planting program. 

Become a member and join our team 
thus keeping Casta del Sol beautiful. 
Just stop in and share your thoughts 
and ideas by attending any one of our 
meetings. Help create a strong overall 
community for us to enjoy. All meet-
ings are held on the second Tuesday in 
the Garden Room at 9 a.m.

Ron Ryan, Chair, 294-0013
Randy Gish, Liaison

LIBRARY
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
Artemis, Andy Weir

End Game, David Baldacci

Hardcore Twenty-four,
 Janet Evanovich

Quick & Dirty, Stuart Woods

Seven Days of Us, Francesca Hornak

The City of Brass, S. A. Chakraborty

The Cuban Affair, Nelson DeMille

The Last Mrs. Parrish, Liv Constantine

The Midnight Line, Lee Child

The Story of Arthur Truluv,
 Elizabeth Berg

Thief’s Mark, Carla Neggars

What Happened,
 Hillary Rodham Clinton

Large Print:
A Fugitive in Walden Woods,
 Norman Lock

Amanda Wakes Up, Alisyn Camerota

Every Breath You Take,
 Mary Higgins Clark & Alafair Burke

If the Creek Don’t Rise, Leah Weiss

In the Midst of Winter, Isabel Allende

Manhattan Beach, Jennifer Egan

The Secret Diary of Hendrik Groen,

 Hendrik Groen & Hester Velmans

The Standard Grand,
 Jay Baron Nicorvo

Typhoon Fury,
 Clive Cussler & Boyd Morrison

Watch Me Disappear, Janelle Brown

Audio Books:
Uncommon Type, Tom Hanks

Two Kinds of Truth, Michael Connelly

SOCIAL
The members of the Social Commit-

tee want to thank everyone who at-
tended our social events this past year. 
We have enjoyed planning each event. 
Many parties held last year went well 
so we hope to present them again this 
year. Of course, we also want to plan 
new events for your enjoyment.

Our committee meeting this month 
will be interesting because it is when 
we plan the events for the year. Meet-
ings are held on the first Friday of the 
month in the Garden Room at 9:30 a.m. 
If you have any ideas to share, please 
tell a member or attend a meeting.

Information on the Let’s Light Up 
Casta del Sol contest winners will be 
announced in the February Courier. 
I hope you had a nice New Year’s 
Eve and will all enjoy 2018. Thank 
you to our Board Liaison, Becky, our 
Committee Chair, Kathy, and all the 
members of the CdS Social Committee.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
Becky Stetzel, Liaison

TRAFFIC
Vendors and service vehicles enter-

ing Casta del Sol during December 
and January will be given information 
that as of February 1, these vehicles 
will only be allowed entrance through 
Gates 1 and 2. Due to safety conditions 
we have experienced at both Gates 3 
and 4, these gates will no longer allow 
vendors and service vehicles entrance 
into the community. Vendors include 
any service that is being done at your 
home, i.e., contractors, plumbers and 
painters. Service provider applies to 
care givers, house cleaners, dog groom-
ers, etc. These vehicles will still be 
allowed to exit from all gates.

We are asking residents to begin 
providing this information to all the 
vendors or service personnel you have 
coming to your home. This will make 
the transition easier for the vendors 
and residents. Also, letters will be sent 
out to those vendors we are aware of, 

TRAVEL
We welcome the year 2018 with 

hopes that our travels planned for this 
year will be to your liking. Come travel 
with us; it could be an adventure.

Our trip for February is Cooking on 
Campus at Cal Poly Pomona. This trip 
is a four-for-one experience. We will 
visit the Kellogg House, home to the 
cereal magnate, W. K. Kellogg. He 
purchased 377 acres in Pomona for his 
Arabian horse ranch and winter home. 
We will wander off to the stables to 
see the beautiful horses and view the 
Equestrian Center.

We will dine at the School of Hotel 
and Restaurant Management’s own 
restaurant. Food is prepared and served 
by the students. Before leaving campus, 
we’ll shop at the Farm Store. The price 
for this trip is $88 and signup started 
on December 14.

You have been asking to go to the 
Magic Castle. We will be taking a trip 
to this fabulous place on Saturday, 
March 3, for the price of $135. We will 
start with brunch and then be magically 
entertained. Signups for this trip will 
begin on Thursday, January 25 at 8 
a.m. in the Garden Room. Check the 
Let’s Go Traveling article for more 
information.

Come travel with us for more ad-
ventures.

Jill Colombana, Chair, 470-9495
Randy Thompson, Liaison

notifying them of this change. Vendors 
and service vehicles will be provided 
a map showing the locations for Gates 
1 and 2. This will have no effect on 
residents and guests as all gates will 
still be available from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
and Gate 1 will remain open 24 hours. 

The Traffic Committee meets the 
first Monday of the month at 9 a.m. in 
the Garden Room. Due to the holiday 
in January, we will meet on January 8. 
Please join us if you have any questions 
or concerns, or want to learn about what 
the Traffic Committee does to make our 
community a safe place to live.

Members on the Traffic Committee 
wish you and your family a Happy 
New Year.

Traffic Violations for November:

 Number of incidents ........ 30

 Parking ............................. 24

 Speeding ............................ 5

 Running stop sign .............. 1
Carole Gish, Co-chair, 439-3734

Dave Jacobson, Co-chair, 472-0526
Randy Thompson. Liaison
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23442 El Toro Rd., Bldg. 2
Lake Forest, CA 92630
www.freedomvillage.org

• 24/7 licensed nurse on-site
• Medication management
• Life enrichment activities
• Gourmet dining options
• Affordable all-inclusive monthly fee

Our priority is ensuring your loved one gains 
independence as quickly as possible!
• Life-enriching recreational programs
• On-site professional rehab team
• Gourmet dining options
• 5 Star Medicare rated

Assisted LivingAssisted Living Skilled NursingSkilled Nursing

Lic. #300606831
COA 143

Follow
us on:

Call today to experience the Freedom Village difference
(949) 472-4733
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TRAVEL COMMITTEE
January 2018 Let’s Go traveLinG
Magic Castle and Champagne Buffet Brunch
Saturday, March 3 
Depart: 9:30 a.m.
Return: 4:30 p.m. 
Price: $135 (includes all tax and gratuities)
Signup begins: Thursday, January 25 at 8 a.m. in the Garden Room

Get ready to be entertained, enchanted, amazed, and transported to another era 
– where the impossible appears before your very eyes. Join us for a very special 
visit to the world famous Magic Castle in Hollywood. Built in 1908, the authen-
tic Victorian mansion has been the home to The Academy of Magical Arts since 
1963 and is the world’s most exclusive and renowned private club for magicians 
and supporters of the art of magic. You’ll have three main shows to choose from. 
The day of the event you will be given a program and time schedule of what is 
available. There are also ongoing shows in The Close-Up Gallery, The Parlour 
of Prestidigitation and Palace Mystery. Don’t miss out on any shows - plan well 
and see all.

This adventure comes with lots of walking and stairs. The Privacy Rooms are 
on the second floor. There are no elevators.

Other Events With Signups Underway
Glendale Centre Theatre in the Round - Barefoot in the Park
Saturday, January 20
Depart: 10:30 a.m.
Return: 7 p.m.
Price: $117 (includes all tax and gratuities)
Cooking on Campus at Cal Poly Pomona
Thursday, February 8
Depart: 8:30 a.m.
Return: 4:30 p.m.
Price: $88 (includes all tax and gratuities)

Lic# 344248 

Vinyl Fences and gates Paver and Cement work 

Solid Roof Patio Covers Open Lattice Patio Covers www.oceanpacificpatios.com 

Family Owned & Operated 

 Since 1977 

949-525-1267 

Specializing in 

 Alumawood Patio Covers 

Neal Riemer 1 1/2% Listing 
Commission 

Includes all 
Traditional Marketing 

Plus Latest 
Internet 

Marketing Technology 

Ted Lingenfelter 

Celebrating our 28th Year 
Serving Southern Orange County 

Broker/Owner 
Cal BRE #00852530 

Realtor 
Cal BRE #1898817 

Call today for your FREE Market Evaluation 

23601 Villena • SOLD 

23682 Via Pellicer • SOLD 

28362 Zarza • SOLD 

28004 Espinoza • SOLD 

28115 Calle Casal • SOLD 

28282 Yanez • SOLD 

Other Sales 
27802 Torroba 
28262 Yanez 

28042 Via Bonalde 
28405 Borgona 
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Continued on page 15

DEMOCRATIC
The Casta Democratic Club will 

resume regular meetings on Sunday, 
January 14 at 4 p.m. in the Fiesta Room. 
Monthly meetings will be the second 
Sunday of each month at 4 p.m. in a 
room to be announced each month in 
the Casta Courier. We look forward 
to you joining us for this first meeting 
of the new year. It will be both a brief 
business session and a social gathering. 
Please bring a small appetizer, a bottle 
of wine or a soft drink to share.

The topic for this first meeting will be 
Know Your District. You will receive 

CERAMICS
Happy new year everyone. Are you 

ready for a pizza bingo party? Signups 
are open for the January 12 event which 
starts at ll a.m. The price is $5 for 
members and $6 for non-members and 
includes pizza and a soft drink. There 
will be a 50/50 drawing, so join us.

Our second class taught by a certi-
fied Duncan instructor is scheduled for 
January 8. We learned a lot in the first 
class and look forward to these classes 
which will be taught once each month. 
Sign up for these new classes and learn 
about the uses of different types of 
paints and unique techniques.

Welcome to new members Amy 
Chan, Beverly Macke, Kay Tiffany, 
and Tissy Manuel.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
If you’d like to have fun, make 

new friends and help someone less 
fortunate, come and join the Crafts 
for Charity club on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month (January 
3 and January 17) from 10 to 11:55 
a.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 
2. There is no membership fee, but we 
accept donations to help defray the cost 
of materials.

We’ll start 2018 by making Valen-
tine’s Day cards and gift bags for the 
women at Laura’s House, a shelter for 
victims of domestic violence. We will 
also make Valentine’s Day tray cards 
for Meals on Wheels recipients. No 
special skill is needed. Materials will 
be provided and you’ll be shown what 
to do. Afterward, many of us meet at 
a nearby eatery for a no-host lunch 
gathering.

For details, please call Marlene Ka-
zen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, 916-9399

ITALIAN AMERICAN
The Vista Room is available, so come 

and join us for a Happy New Year pizza 
and bingo night on Thursday January 
11 at 6 p.m. Come and enjoy a fun 
night. There will be wine, coffee or 
BYOB. The black-out game will pay 
$100 to the lucky winner. The cost is $8 
for members and $10 for non-members. 
Signup at Rec Ctr 1 ends January 5. 
Bingo cards will be $1. Please make 
checks payable to Italian American 
Club.

CANINE COMPANIONS
A new year brings to mind resolu-

tions. I refer to those that attend to the 
needs of your loving four-legged best 
friend. Many of us assume and take for 
granted that all is well with their needs 
for medical evaluations and updated 
shots. DVM’s are abundant in this area; 
resolve to make an appointment.

Last year was a good year for the Ca-
nine Club. New and old members en-
joyed our monthly events. We capped it 
off with a very well attended Christmas 
party at Mimi’s thanks to Gordy Hite. 
A new 2018 calendar is forthcoming.

Membership is only $15 per house-
hold and the benefits are many, not 
the least of which are the really fun 
food events hosted by Tome and me. 
Of course, dogs are always invited. 
Join us.

Lastly, our election of officers pro-
vided no changes: Fred Rowen, Presi-

BIBLE STUDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol and 

any non-resident who has an interest 
in participating in the study of the 
Bible is welcome to join us. This is an 
active group of folks from different 
churches. Our studies are varied, but 
always Bible-oriented. We examine 
and/or question the study of the day, 
but always keep the discussion on topic 
and in the Bible.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. for study and prayer. Come and 
join us as we sing the old hymns. All 
are welcome. We are a no-dues club. 
For more information, contact Fred 
Schram at 633-4803.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

BABY BOOMERS
Baby Boomers Round Up: on Satur-

day, January 6 at 6 p.m., the Boomers 
will have a Spaghetti Western Buffet 
catered by Jolanda in the Vista Room. 
The cost is $20 for members and $24 
for guests. The price includes salad, 
pasta with a choice of three sauces, 
and cannolis; BYOB. Entertainment 
provided by Doug Houston will get 
us hootin’, hollerin’, and dancing. We 
will have a 50/50 raffle.

Don’t forget that membership fees 
of $10 are due this month. Watch for 
news of our Mardi Gras event to be 
held on February 10. Any questions, 
call Cathy Johnson at 305-4705 or Gale 
Somodi at 636-3048.

Linda Clark, 855-1904

CRIBBAGE
Can you hear us now? If you can, 

come down to the Heritage Room at 
Rec Ctr 2, and watch us play cribbage. 
And if you want to play, you’re very 
welcome to join us in a game or two, 
or three. We play one-on-one with 
three players, and partners with four 
players. Lessons can be arranged; just 
call Wayne.

Hone your mathematics skills so 

dent; Gordy Hite, Treasurer; and Linda 
Brockmiller, Events.

Linda Brockmiller, 716-2395

that you can show your grandchildren 
how well you can count to 15, and re-
ally impress them by going to 31. The 
games are on Thursday nights in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 from 6:30 
until approximately 8:45 p.m. Stop by 
and introduce yourself.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block at 916-5387 or Joan Davis at 
768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

a handout listing all elected officials 
who represent you. Each month we 
will update the candidates running for 
these offices.

Please email Fran Morgan at fmor-
gan17@cox.net or Martha Selby at 
okiejane1219@gmail.com if you want 
to be added to our group email list to 
receive notices and reminders about 
our group.

Sandy Grossman
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January
2018

January
2018

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
ESTABLISHED IN 1987

OFF Of One
Scheduled Service

Our 
Gift 
To 
You.

We’re OPEN SATURDAYS

Call us at (949) 858-3818 or Visit Our Website at rsmplumbing.com

 18 17

 26 25 24 23 22
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 27

FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
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 21
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - January 2018

*Aeroboics  ....................M,W,F, 8 a.m., V;
*Beg. Chair Exercise  .....M,W, 1 p.m., V;
 T,TH, 8 a.m., V
*Pilates  .........................M,W,F, 9 a.m., V;
*Yoga .............................W, 5:30 p.m., V
Bible Study ....................T, 10:30 a.m., H
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 2-3 p.m., BC
Bunco 1..........................3rd T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 p.m., H
Bunco 3..........................1st T, 6 p.m., H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7 p.m., H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6 p.m., F
Bunco Bunnies ...............4th T, 7 p.m., H
Ceramics Club ................ M,T,TH,F,S, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.;
                                        W, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., AC & CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10 a.m., H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 p.m., H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12 p.m., F

Association, Board & Committee Meetings        •        Association Sponsored Activities        •        Club & Activity Events

  9 a.m. Veggie Garden, G

10 a.m. Welcome, G

  4

 13

 14

  8  10

  9:30 a.m. Courier, G
11:15 a.m. Las Damas
                    Luncheon, V

  9:30 a.m. Heritage
                             Garden, H
  1 p.m. Movie, G

11 a.m. Ceramics, V
  5:30 p.m. Tennis
                           Party, V

  9

  1 p.m. Architectural, G

Hand & Foot ......................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12 
p.m., H;
 1st M, 5 p.m.,G
Jewelry Class ................F, 1 p.m., AC
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9 a.m., LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 12:45 p.m.;
 S, 9:15 a.m.;
 T,TH, 3:15 p.m., LBG
Line Dancing ..................T, 4 p.m., V
Mah Jongg .................... M, 1 p.m., H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 p.m. H;
 S, 10 a.m., H
Mexican Train ................F, 6 p.m., F
Open Paddle Tennis .......M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., PTC
Open Tennis ...................T,TH, 7 p.m.,
 S, 8-10 a.m., TC
Original Mexican Train ...S, 6:30 p.m., H
Party Bridge ...................M, 12 p.m., F;
 2nd & 4th S, 6:30 p.m., F

Pickleball .......................F, 8:30 a.m., TC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 a.m.;
 M,W, 6 p.m., V or G
Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker .............................TH, 7 p.m., F
Poker Group ...................W, 6:30 p.m., H
Poker Ladies ..................1st & 3rd W, 6 p.m., F
Quilting ..........................2nd & 4th TH, 1 p.m., F
Scrabble ........................T, 7 p.m., L
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10 a.m., SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 p.m., SBP
Shuffle Team Play ..........TH, 9 a.m., SBP
Shuffle Travel Teams .....T, 9 a.m., SBP
Strummers .....................3rd & 4th W, 3 p.m., G;
 1st & 2nd W, 3:30 p.m., V
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
.......................................T, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 p.m., F2
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9 a.m., P1
Woodcarvers ....................M, 2nd & 4th;
 TH, 12:30 p.m., CW;
.......................................1st & 3rd TH, 1 p.m., AR

 
Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 CG = Chipping Green
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

  1 p.m. CdS BoD, V  4 p.m. Democratic, F

  9 a.m. Free Blood
        Pressure Screening, L
  5:30 p.m. Men’s Golf
                          Dinner, V

  1 p.m. Budget &
                        Finance, G

  1:30 p.m. Canine
            Companions, LBP  9:30 a.m. Travel, G

  6

 29 28

  9 a.m. CdS BoD
                     Workshop, F
  1 p.m. Singles Group, H

  6 p.m. Baby
                     Boomers, V  

  9:30 a.m. ARMDI, V

Offices and Recreation
                Centers Closed

 30
11:30 a.m. Fishing Club, G

  9 a.m. Traffic, G

RECREATION CENTER HOURS
Monday - Friday  8 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday  8 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Meetings & events

  7

  5

10 a.m. Social, G

 31

10:30 a.m. Courier
                        Stuffing, V 

Calendar Coordinator
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@powerstonepm.com
455-4681

New Year’s Day  1   2

10:15 a.m. Greenbelt
                         Master, G

  3

10 a.m. Library, G

 11

  9 a.m. Facilities, G
  3:45 p.m. Maint. Yard
                     Open House
  6 p.m. Italian American, V



The Casta CourierJanuary 2018 Page  13

Artists in Our Midst: Steve Garman and Mary Kay Crowley
By Priscilla Tripp, photos by Dave Ruff

Both Mary Kay Crowley and Steve 
Garman are accomplished artists 

but neither has any formal training. 
Both are self-taught, which is remark-
able when you see their paintings. They 
also both work with acrylic paints and 
do pen and ink drawings of houses.

Mary Kay started painting 30 years 
ago when she left a career in nursing 
to stay home and raise her children. It 
started as a hobby but her work grew 
into a small business and was carried 
by as many as 300 stores mostly on 
the East and West Coasts. She wants 

to start doing more custom home por-
traits.

Steve only started painting two years 
ago when he retired from the upper ech-
elons of the corporate world, but you’d 
think he’s a seasoned professional. He 
did a painting in high school but then 

life interfered: college, military, family 
and corporate life. His subject matter 
ranges widely. One that he likes is to 
paint Native Americans from photos. 
Since he became a member of the HOA 
Board, he has not had much time to 
paint.

Heritage Realtor Group 
Agents for  Coldwell Banker 

Dave Eisenbrey 
Realtor 

Direct:   (949)294-3727 
Email:   EisenbreyDave@gmail.com 
Web:      HeritageRealtorGroup.com Casta del Sol Real Estate 

BRE # 01738121 

Last 3 Months’ Average Sales Data:  Casta del Sol 
 CARMEL FIESTA PUD    

AVG Days on market 53 37 27 ↑ ↑ ↑ 
AVG Sales Price $638K $646K $652K ↓ ↓ ↑ 
AVG $ per SqFt $360.00 $436.00 $451.00 ↓ ↓ ↓ 
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Continued on page 16

ITALIAN AMERICAN
Continued from page 13

LAS DAMAS
First of all, the best laid plans of 

mice and men often go awry. No mat-
ter how carefully a project is planned, 
things can change unexpectedly. The 
Vista Room renovations have been 
postponed until the end of April. So, 
happily, our January 10, February 14 
and March 14 luncheons are back on 
the calendar. Be sure to mark these 
dates on your calendars.

We are so excited that we will be hav-
ing our January birthdays celebration 
luncheon after all (no gift exchange). 
Deadline for signups is Sunday, Janu-
ary 7. Our luncheon fare will include 
meat loaf with gravy on the side, 
roasted potatoes, mixed vegetables 
and scrumptious lemon cream pie for 
dessert. New entertainers to our club, 
The Groovelles Tribute Group, will be 
singing top hits of great female artists 
from the 60s and 70s. We know every-
one will enjoy their performance. See 
you there.

PINOCHLE
Hello, pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 p.m. We mostly play 
three-handed, but we also may play 
partners.

In November, Jane Knesel had the 
highest games (three hands) of 1,090 
points and Nancy Money was second 
with 1,050 points. The high series 
was won by Cathi Mor with a total 
of 3,920 points, and Jane was second 
with 3,760 points. For the month, Alice 
McNany was in first place with 12,550 
points and Cathie Joy was second with 
11,960 points. There were eight double 
pinochles reported during the month. 
Congratulations to our winners.

Everyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join us. 
For more information, call Wayne at 
916-5387 or Nancy at 457-9066.

Nancy Money, 457-9066

LAPIDARY AND JEWELRY 
MAKING

Our members would like to wish ev-
eryone a blessed and happy 2018. With 
the start of a new year, why not give a 
new hobby a senior-try? Jewelry and 
beading is not a large group, however 
we have enough experienced members 
to help a new member get started. Jew-
elry making is not difficult so a new 
member will be off and running in a 
very short period of time.

If you would like to try a new skill 
that is a bit more challenging, although 
not difficult, give lapidary a try. It is fun 
and the end result of creating a polished 
stone from a rock is so rewarding. I 
have seen some beautiful work come 
from our members.

Lapidary meets on Mondays from 9 
a.m. until 12 noon and jewelry making 
meets on Fridays from 1 until 4 p.m.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

Please remember that your club dues 
of $15 are due this month. Stay tuned 
for future events which will be planned 
according to the availability of the 
Vista Room. We are doing our best to 
bring you some fun events.

Mo Caywood, 916-1972
John Richardson, 609-0334 

February 14 luncheon signups will 
begin immediately following our Janu-
ary birthdays celebration.

Dianna Swanson, 470-4716
Roxanne Spafford, 951-1770

SOCIAL SINGLES
We are not a dating club. All single 

Casta residents are welcome to join us 
as we socialize at fun get-togethers and 
form new friendships. We organize two 
meet-ups a month, but members may 
plan additional get-togethers by email-
ing the group, so be sure to get on our 
email list.

Meet-up 1: Thursday, January 4, 1 
p.m. in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 
2 for socializing and games

Meet-up 2: Wednesday, January 17, 
1 p.m. for lunch at Claim Jumper in 
Mission Viejo. RSVP is required to 
reserve a luncheon table and to notify 
members of changes. The last day to 
RSVP is January 14, so please contact 
Lynn Schroder ASAP by email (Lsch-
roder@earthlink.net) so I can send you 
a confirmation.

To join and get on our email list, or 
for more information, please call Mary 
Carlson at 380-0744.

Lynn Schroder, 215-2078

VARIETY
The old year vanishes and the new 

one appears. Variety Club is prepared 

VEGETABLE GARDEN
A reminder that annual dues were 

payable by December 31. If you are 
planning to give up your garden, con-
tact Lynne Crum at 581-2349.

We are getting into the months when 
watering our gardens will slow down. 
You are to remain at the garden while 
you are watering. If you have a drip or 
sprinkler system, make sure that the 
water is going to your plants and not 
into the pathways.

This has been a bad year for rats and 
squirrels. We have noticed a number 
of lots that have areas that can attract 
rats, such as wood piles, fruit lying 
on the ground, and bins with spaces 

since the 2018 show has been scripted. 
We have put together the working 
sheets that outline all show elements 
as the guide so we can now fill in the 
blanks for the show. This includes cast-
ing and rehearsing up to show time. The 
important elements are dates, times, 
and locations to perform these func-
tions. However, as Shakespeare said, 
“Aye, therein lies the rub!” The Vista 
Room is the nucleus for the show. It 
will be under renovation from April to 
a potentially expected date in August; 
time enough for casting and rehearsing, 
but we’re not able to fix a date for the 
show on the new Vista stage at this 
time. The show date is usually late May 
to early June. However, as a creative 
group, Variety Club will work out a 
schedule for these functions and invite 
new members and performer hope-
fuls for both on-stage and behind the 
curtain. So, watch this space over the 

coming months to see what, when and 
where for all Variety Club functions. 

Gene Weaver, 460-3823
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Continued on page 17

BOCCE BALL
The Bocce Ball Club made history 

on December 2 when the girls beat the 
boys in three consecutive games. The 
first game took only 10 minutes, the 
second 20 minutes, and the third a little 
longer. The girls included: Mo, Pam, 
Marlene, Hedy, Femmy, and yours 
truly. The boys are off to Bocce Ball 
Camp once again!

If you are looking for a fun afternoon, 
please join us on the Bocce courts on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday after-
noons from 2-3 p.m.

BOWLING
Happy New Year to all. The Casta 

del Sol Bowling League celebrated 
the holidays with lots of food and fun 
at a potluck at Saddleback Lanes on 
December 14.

The league is at the half-way point 
in our season. As of mid-December, 
team number nine is in first place. Con-
gratulations to team members Lucille 
Haubner, Judy Paskey, Bob Caywood 
and Van Quinn.

For information on joining us, please 
call me.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Continued from page 15

FISHING
Great news for our lake fishermen: 

the trout are back and active in Lake 
Mission Viejo. Six stocking dates are 
scheduled for 2018 with two scheduled 
for January. Club-sponsored fishing 
derbies are planned for all months in 

LAWN BOWLING
The Lawn Bowling Club wishes ev-

eryone a very healthy, prosperous and 
joyful new year in 2018. As promised, 
here are our annual Skins Game re-
sults: congratulations to Gene Bryant 
and Ann Loranger who are our 2017 
Skins Game champions. It was a very 
exciting and close competition with 
four teams tied at four wins and three 
losses. After the first tiebreaker (total 
points), three teams remained tied. The 
second tiebreaker was head-to-head 
competition with Gene and Ann being 
declared the winners.

Great news: we have free lawn bowl-
ing lessons open to all Casta del Sol 
residents every Wednesday beginning 
at 12:45 p.m. We provide the loaner 
equipment and you provide yourselves 
wearing flat-soled shoes; no other types 
of shoes are permitted on the green. 
Not a convenient time for you? Contact 
Shuman Chan, (626) 428-0250 or Mary 
Thompson, 916-8076.

CHIPPERS
Greetings Casta del Sol residents. 

You are welcome to come to the Rec 
Ctr 2 golf practice area for our quar-
terly Golf Chippers events. No golf 
experience is necessary. We will meet 
on Saturdays at 9 a.m. on March 10, 
June 9, September 8, and December 8 
for two hours of fun. Shoot short golf 
shots at 18 interesting targets.

If you need a club to use, we have one 
for you. Practice golf balls are available 
24/7 for your free use at the golf prac-
tice area. So mark your calendar for our 
next event on Saturday, March 10. Of 
course, you are welcome to help us set 
up for the event on Friday, March 9 at 
9 a.m. Looking forward to seeing you.

Any questions? Call Walt McCleary 
at 697-1571.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

underneath that make great places for 
rats to build nests. Please take the time 
to make sure your garden is kept clean 
and branches from fruit trees are not 
sitting on the ground attracting rats.

Carole Gish, 439-3734

WATER EXERCISE
With the new year, we begin registra-

tion for 2018. Everyone must complete 

WOODCARVERS
Woodcarvers Club members wish 

all Casta del Sol residents a happy and 
prosperous new year. Club members 
meet on Monday and Thursday after-
noons from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at Rec 
Ctr 1 in the Arts and Crafts Room next 
door to the Fitness Center.

Club members work with wood in 
various ways. We make small wood 
signs for personal use containing text 
only or with art work. We make cork 
trivets with various designs and shapes 

the Casta del Sol liability form and pay 
the annual $5 dues at Rec Ctr 1. Your 
prompt attention to this requirement 
for participation is greatly appreciated. 

If you are not familiar with our water 
exercise club, we meet at Pool 1 Mon-
day through Friday from 9 to 10 a.m. 
year-round. You are not obligated to at-
tend any minimum number of sessions. 
You can come whenever it fits into your 
schedule. We receive our instructions 
via various CDs from our boom box.

Jane Garman, 817-723-7265

that can be used as drink coasters, 
hot plate holders, or wall decorations 
along with chip carving and 3D wood 
carvings.

Drop by in the new year and see what 
the club members are working on. You 
may be interested in being creative by 
beginning a new hobby working with 
wood or wood products. No experience 
is necessary and we offer free advice 
as well as free wood and tools for the 
beginner.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

Officers for 2018 will be: Carol 
Zinsmeister, President, Mo Caywood, 
Secretary, and Pat Vitti, Treasurer. 
Dues for 2018 will remain at $10 per 
year and are now payable at Rec Ctr 1.

Our next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, February 5 in the Fi-
esta Room. Following a short business 
meeting, we will enjoy a night of bingo.

Happy New Year.
Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

2018. The next derbies are on January 
12 and 25. Club members fish club-
sponsored derbies for free.

Monthly club lunch meetings are held 
12-1:30 p.m. the fourth Friday of each 
month in the Garden Room. The club 
also hosts family social activities in 
June (picnic and cruise at the lake) and 
November (Turkey Shoot with food, 
prizes and games).

You are invited to join in the fun and 
become a member of the Casta del Sol 
Fishing Club. If you are interested in 
attending a meeting, joining the club, 
or want to salt water fish with club 
members from Dana Point, call Nick 
Morenc, 588-6223, or John Waters, 
951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644
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MEN’S GOLF
Wednesday, January 17 is the club’s 

first tournament for 2018 followed 
that evening by an awards dinner. The 
winter tournament will be a new game 
we are calling Jeopardy. Instructions 
will be provided on the day of the 
tournament.

The awards dinner will begin at 5:30 
p.m. in the Vista Room and will be a 
Barnyard Buffet catered by Jolanda. 
It will include BBQ ribs, chicken, and 
a bunch of sides, plus apple pie. The 
cost will be $20 for both members 
and guests. The signup sheet is open 
at the Rec Ctr 1 desk until Saturday, 
January 13.

Are you interested in joining our 
Men’s Golf Club and playing different 
games each Wednesday morning? Call 
our membership chair, Bill Riethmeier, 
770-7022.

January games are: third, individual 
low net; 10th, best ball twosome; 
17th, winter tournament; 24th, team 
scramble; and, 31st, blind 12 holes.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260

PADDLE TENNIS
2017 was another growth year with 

18 new members. Dues are $10 per year 
paid by check at the Rec Ctr 1 Office.

Sadie Hawkins was our last tourna-
ment of the year. Daisy Mae group 
winners were: first place, Joann R. and 
Butch; second place, Carol and Leo; 
third place, Eleanor and Howard. Lil 
Abner group winners were: first place, 
Joanne and Gary; second place, Mary 
and Bill; third place, Marcie and Roger.

We combined our year-end potluck 
holiday party with the Tennis, Lawn 
Bowling and Pickleball clubs. A good 
time was had by all.

949.777.6545

Call today to schedule  
a hearing consultation!

 Mission Viejo • 26302 La Paz Rd, Ste 107 Rachel Burnett, Au.D.

PREMIUM TECHNOLOGY. 
TOTAL BRAIN SUPPORT.

From your local
AudigyCertified™ practice.

www.MissionAudiology.com  

TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT  
YOUR HEARING + YOUR MIND

TENNIS
Are you ready to kick off the new 

year with a fantastic evening with us? 
The club is catering a dinner from 
Wood Ranch BBQ and Grill featur-
ing their famous tri-tip, BBQ chicken, 
salads and desserts. Enjoy the meal 
while listening to the classic sounds 
of the 80s and 90s. During the meal 
we will present our plans for the 2018 
year including tournaments, exhibi-
tion matches and, of course, our social 
events. These social events not only 
include catered dinners but will also 
feature a special fun Casino Night. 
All events have a special membership 
rate, so sign up now. It is the best $10 
membership at Casta del Sol for tennis 
players and social butterflies.

Joe Hart, 939-1792

SHUFFLEBOARD
Sunday Super Shuffleboard winners 

for November were: first place, Ka-
thie Karr and Chuck Money; second 
place, Valerie Stover and Mike Carr; 
third place, Gilda Martin and Michael 
Bakula. The next Super Shuffle will be 
January 21.

Wednesday night Pot of Gold will 
begin on January 10, and Thursday 
league play will begin again on Janu-
ary 11. Tuesday travel teams start on 
January 23. The Thursday morning 
Crickets team of Carol Zinsmeister, Mo 
Caywood, Ron Ransom and Richard 
Ericson were leading at the end of last 
season.

All are welcome to come on Friday 
mornings at 10 a.m. for instruction and 
practice. Best wishes for a happy and 
healthy new year.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Open play: Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday 12:45-2:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:15-
11:30 a.m.; Tuesday and Thursday 
3:15-5:30 p.m.

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

LAWN BOWLING
Continued from page 16

ASSOCIATION PET RULES
Pet owners must ensure that pets do not disturb the peace and comfort of 

neighbors. Pet owners are responsible for removing all pet droppings and 
keeping their dogs on a leash. Pets are prohibited at the recreation centers and 
should always be watched to protect from possible coyote attacks. Voluntary 
cooperation of pet owners is required to enforce these regulations. Please 
report stray animals to Mission Viejo Animal Services by calling 470-3045.  

MEDICAL ALERT
Residents and their guests cannot park in cul-de-sacs 

with no sidewalks per Casta rules. Medical, fire and other 
emergency vehicles need easy and close access to the home 
with a medical emergency.

Our Monday afternoon clinics run 
throughout the year (except in the 
broiling days of summer) and are in-
troducing more and more players to 
the sport. We have loaner racquets for 
beginners so if you are interested in 
learning the game, come to the paddle 
tennis courts at Rec Ctr 2 on Monday 
afternoons at 4 p.m.

Al Guild, 446-0005
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CITY HIGHLIGHTS

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

NORMAN MURRAY 
CENTER

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

January Events

Here’s a new fitness activity to start 
along with your new year. Boxing is 
the ultimate full-body workout that 
strengthens the entire body and will 
help you increase your energy level, 
improve balance and coordination, 
gain strength, and increase metabolism. 
Classes are taught by Gary Ballard, 
former Middleweight Championship 
fighter, from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. on 
Tuesdays from January 9 to January 
30. Course #7326

How are hearing and balance prob-
lems related? On Monday, January 
8, from 10 a.m. to noon, Dr. Mark 
Wegener, Doctor of Physical Therapy, 
who specializes in helping people with 
dizziness and balance issues, will show 
us how to prevent falls, improve bal-
ance, and help identify the cause of our 
symptoms. No reservations necessary 
and no cost. Call Pril Kirkeby for more 

info, 855-6786.

Have you ever been scammed? On 
Tuesday, January 9 at 10 a.m. you 
can hear a discussion about scams 
targeting seniors. Topics include: 
what scammers say to entice victims, 
red flags to beware of, tips to avoid 
being scammed, and where to report 
suspected scams. Course #7218

Are you tech savvy? If not, maybe 
this is for you. grandPad was designed 
with seniors in mind, and is a smart, 
simple, and safe way to connect with 
loved ones. This innovative device 
comes with features that include: tex-
ting, calling, emailing, video chatting, 
and receiving phone photos, all with 
approved contacts. grandPad also in-
cludes a dedicated live support person 
24/7 to offer needed assistance. On 
Wednesday, January 10, at 10 a.m. you 
can hear more about this. Course #8319

Join Memorial Care Medical Group 
physician, Jason Dugan, MD, on 
Tuesday, January 23 at 10 a.m. as he 
discusses what you can do in the new 
year to improve your health. He will 
present tips on nutrition and exercises 
for your body and brain that can help 
you be your best. Course #8328

Are you considering hip or knee 

Continued on page 20

All the excitement is over and deco-
rations are put away for another year. 
Now it is back to business for the City 
Council.

There is still time to let the City Coun-
cil know your opinion on the lawsuit 
filed by a Malibu firm claiming we 
have violated the voting rights law by 
having City-wide voting for Council 
members rather than district voting. 
Most residents currently speaking on 
the issue are in favor of maintaining 
the status quo, and believe that we are 
a homogenized, racially balanced City 
that does not have pockets of ethnic 
populations residing in any particular 
areas. Residents are being asked to 
weigh in on the issue, and if you 
would prefer to not speak at a Council 
meeting, you can send an email to any 
Council member. It will cost the City 
money to fight the lawsuit if the final 
vote is to veto district voting and stay 
with City-wide voting. Efforts will be 

made in the next month to identify 
who voted for a candidate and what 
location the votes came from. This is 
an exercise that will cost resources in 
order to gather the information, all due 
to a lawsuit filed against our City and 
other cities in Orange County. Stay 
tuned. This is an important issue that 
may end up costing our City millions of 
dollars to fight, and/or to change from 
City-wide to district voting.

Best wishes for a healthy and happy 
New Year to all our Casta del Sol 
residents.

SPEEDING CAN BE 
COSTLY

Sometimes we forget that 
the speed limit in Casta del Sol 
is 25 mph on all streets at all 
times. The price of forgetting 
can be a fine of $100 and an in-
vitation to have a conversation 
with the Board in an executive 
session.



The Casta CourierJanuary 2018 Page  19

ALUMA-WOOD LATTICE

Olvera Street

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

DAY TRIPPING

Last month I wrote that I would tell 
about where my friend and I should 
have spent the day in Los Angeles 
rather than going to Chinatown. The 
answer is Olvera Street.

Across from Union Station, this 
place has lots to do and see. There are 
many restaurants, shops, and places of 
interest. Best of all, most attractions 
are free.

Anchoring Olvera Street is the Avila 
Adobe, built in 1818, and the oldest 
residence in Los Angeles. This is a 
must see, especially if you have out 
of town guests or grandchildren. You 
get a great idea of what it was like to 
live in Los Angeles 200 years ago, 
even though it is 2018 right outside 
the building.

There are lots of shops and stands that 
sell all sorts of Mexican goods, toys, 
clothing, souvenirs and candy.

At the end of the pedestrian mall, you 
can see part of the Zanja Madre, the 
original aqueduct that brought water to 
the town of Los Angeles from the Los 
Angeles River.

One of the places of interest is Our 
Lady Queen of Angels Church, founded 
in 1814, which is directly opposite the 
Old Plaza Church at 535 North Main 
Street. If you have enough energy af-
ter visiting this church, visit Our Lady 
Queen of Angels Cathedral, located a 
short walk away at 555 West Temple 
Street, and compare the architecture 
and decoration of the churches.

David Siqueiros’ most important 
mural, Tropical America, was painted 
on the exterior of the second floor of 
Olvera Street’s Italian Hall in 1932. 
Featuring a peon crucified on a double 
cross capped by an American eagle, 
the mural represented oppression by 
United States imperialism. It was not 
well received, and was painted over 
a year after first being displayed. Re-
discovered in the late 1960s, it is now 
being conserved and can be seen at the 
American Tropical Interpretive Center. 
Admission is free.

There is more: Pico House, the first 
modern hotel in Los Angeles, the old 

Continued on page 20
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replacement? Join Dr. Samuel Park, 
orthopedic surgeon from Mission 
Hospital, on Thursday, January 25 at 
1 p.m. to learn about the latest custom-
ized orthopedic techniques and innova-
tive procedures for joint replacement. 
Course #8574

Registration is required for all cours-
es. 470-3062

Fire House Museum, the Chinese 
American museum, and the Sepulveda 
House. Free walking tours are offered 
Tuesday through Saturday. Look online 
for more information.

DAY TRIPPING
Continued from page 19

NORMAN MURRAY
CENTER
Continued from page 18

EARLIEST MEMORIES
Submitted by Kip Isbell

At 6’2” Pampaw was a gentle giant, 
and I would sometimes fall over back-
ward looking up at him. Mimi babysat 
me a lot while mom worked at the VA 
office, and dad was in Japan in the army 
of occupation. Pampaw was a commer-
cial pansy grower for the Muskogee 
area with two large homemade green-
houses out back of the house, and at 2 
1/2 years old, I loved spending time 
with all the beautiful flowers. One day, 
Pampaw picked a pansy flower and 
taught me how to place it close to my 
nose and gently sniff. The petals would 
flap against my nostrils and stop my 

THE NEW STRUMMERS’ SING-ALONG
By Kip Isbell

sniff. I guess I giggled and stomped my 
feet so much that he just roared with 
laughter and had to sit down, and Mimi 
rushed out to see what all the commo-
tion was about and laughed along.

That’s mine! What’s yours?

The  New St rummers 
packed ‘em in again with 
their semiannual free sing-
along in the Vista Room. 
This time it was holiday 
music that young and not-
so-young could enjoy and 
participate in with vocal 
abandon.

Linda Nohe is flanked by her 
husband, Marty Nohe, who is 
head of the Strummers, and 
instrumentalist Joe Hart. Photo by 
Priscilla Tripp

Four years ago there were only 
three members of the Strummers. 
Now the New Strummers are 25 
strong, including their 95-year-old 
drummer, Jerry Hebert. They sure 
have a lot of fun!

Mrs. Claus made a surprise last 
minute stop with goodies for the 
children in attendance. We look 
forward to the next sing-along in 

Photo by Kip Isbell

July. Thank you, New Strummers, for 
a wonderful evening!
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23442 El Toro Road
Lake Forest, CA 92630
www.freedomvillage.org

Freedom Village is an awarding winning active Life Plan Community for older adults 
who want to simplify their lives and prepare for the future. Our vibrant lifestyle includes 
weekly socials, daily invigorating exercise programs, delicious 5-star dining options, 
continuing educational opportunities, and much more!  Our Continuing Care program 
guarantees a secure plan for your future with a Guarantee of Care for life!

Call today for a complimentary lunch and tour:
(949) 340-8108 Lic. #300606831• COA 143

Follow us on:

VOTED THE BESTVOTED THE BEST
Senior LivingSenior Living
Community inCommunity in
Orange CountyOrange County

JEWELRY MAKING AT CASTA
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

Did you know you can make jewelry 
at Casta del Sol? We are talking ear-
rings, pendants, bracelets. You can also 
have your jewelry repaired at Casta. 
How is this possible? Just get to know 
the friendly people at the Casta Lapi-
dary and Jewelry Clubs.

I recently attended an earring making 
workshop hosted by the Jewelry Club. 

When I entered the Arts and Crafts 
Room, I saw lots of boxes filled with 
all sorts and colors of beads and other 
goodies. I was instructed to choose 
what I wanted to use to make my ear-
rings. There were so many choices that 
it was hard to make a decision. Finally, 
I zeroed in on a stone, a cap, and a 
bottom. I gave these to Denise Chan 
and within minutes my new earrings 

Sandi Banks works with Ruth Kirshner to help 
Ruth make a pair of earrings.

Denise Chan helps Renee Montague create 
earrings just for her.

Here are my new earrings, designed by me, 
crafted by Denise Chan.

emerged. Rich Banks is President of 
both these clubs. Lapidary, the group 
that cuts and polishes stones, meets 
formally Mondays from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon. Rich says that almost every day 
you will find people at the Lapidary 
Room working on individual projects. 

The Jewelry Club meets Fridays from 
1 to 4 p.m. in the Arts and Crafts Room. 
Rich explained that his wife, Sandi, 
started it all when she took the jew-

elry class with Theron Smith, known 
as “Smitty.” Smitty taught her how to 
polish and cut stones and make jewelry. 
When Rich retired, Smitty taught him 
how to do all this, as well as how to 
repair jewelry. Smitty died last year, 
but Rich and other jewelry and lapidary 
club members continue his legacy.
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When recently taking 
a walk on Espinoza in 
Casta del Sol, I hap-
pened to watch a Pac 
West employee create 
art before my very eyes. 
Trees that have only 
been only trimmed over 
the past few years were 
being artistically cut by 
a master artist. Imagine 
the time and energy 
spent by people trim-
ming miniature bon-

THE TREE ARTISTS OF CASTA
Story and photos by April Wilsey

sai trees in their 
homes. Now imag-
ine a man on the 
ground, and then 
in the trees, trim-
ming off large and 
small branches and 
achieving the same 
success as a bon-
sai master. We are 
lucky to have such 
tree artists here in 
Casta.

at Mount of Olives Church
Offering memory care for seniors with mild memory 
impairment and Dementia
Plus a Support Group for you, the caregiver, to prepare 
you for the challenge of caring for 
someone with Dementia

Call for more info: 949-581-3800
24772 Chrisanta Dr, Room H 

Mission Viejo, CA 92691
www.adp.moochurch.org
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 

ARON & SON 
Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
23 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

APPLIANCE REPAIR 

PhD APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Call ALEX (949) 275-7042 

Lic# A-44389. Local. Insured 
People love us on Yelp! 

www.ApplianceOwl.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

SELL ME YOU CAR 
Currently need all makes vehicles under 100K. 
Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner, a 

CDS resident, for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277 
or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM 

BATHROOM REMODELING 

SHOWERS & TUB ENCLOSURES 
30 yrs. Experience  • Lic. 538182 

Call Steve Westman: 949/290-1591 

BEAUTY 

AVON PRODUCTS 
Call Nancy Miller at 949-454-1048 for 

FREE brochures and samples. 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

DRAPERIES 

ACCURATE WINDOW COVERINGS 
Draperies – Blinds – Shutters - Shades 

Sales – Installations – Repairs 
SALE  10% to 50% off 

Serving Casta Del Sol for over 15 years 
Call 949-588-7002 Lic#794804 / Insured 

www.accuratewindowcoverings.net 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

SENIORS HELPING SENIORS® 
Our seniors help other seniors with in-home 

services: cooking, light housekeeping, driving, 
yard work, Dementia/Alzheimer Care, Respite 
Care, and companionship. If you or a relative 

needs help call: (949) 462-4421 

CAREGIVER / PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
12 yrs. exp. Extended medical background. 

Insured. Call: 949-228-4950 

EASY LIVING HOME CARE 
Affordable In-Home Care: companionship, 

personal care, dressing, bathing, shopping, appts., 
errands, housekeeping, meal prep. Bonded & 

insured. Lic # 304700141. Call: 949-842-6831 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 
Clear the way for the rain. Ref. Serving  
Since 1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

 “THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Christmas Tree Set up and light installation. 
Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Repair 

QUALITY HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
by Licensed Contractor 

➢ Kitchen & Bathroom Remodels 
➢ Drywall Repair & Painting 
➢ Acoustic Ceiling Removal 
➢ Tile Flooring 
➢ Vinyl Gates & Patio Cover Repairs 
➢ Kitchen Lighting & More! 

25 yrs. CdS References CSLB#698412 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

HOME REPAIR, ETC. 
Handyman services: painting, carpentry, 

assembly, installations, drywall, electrical, 
plumbing & more. 

Call Bob @ 949.716.3805 
Bobjanmill@cox.net 

HOUSECLEANING 

SPARKLING CLEANING HUS./WIFE 
2 Br. - 2 Ba. Call for estimate. Wkly or 
Bi-Wkly.  Full Service Cleaning. All 

Supplies Provided. Honest, Reliable, Serving 
CdS Since 1990. References Available. 

Gary/Leslie 949-683-0889 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

EVA’S BACK! 
EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 

Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 
estimates. Doing business 19 years. 

Casta del Sol & Laguna Woods. 
Call: 949-461-0108 

TOM'S HOUSECLEANING SINCE 1982 
Free Estimates 

Flat Fee - no surprises - 
Quality work at fair rates 

Total trust 
Own equipment and prof. supplies provided 

Happy customers in Casta since 1991. Please call 
and leave message at 949 838 6696 

Window cleaning available at extra charge. 

Polancos House Cleaning 
Need great quality work? We are 100% 

reliable. We go above and beyond to provide 
excellence for our clients. Service weekly, bi- 
weekly or monthly - we got it all. For our best, 
affordable, unbeatable prices schedule a FREE 

estimate: 714-722-2919 Ref. available. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

SENIORS HELPING SENIORS® 
We're hiring part-time senior caregivers! Our 
seniors help other seniors with in-home non-

medical services. Help someone and earn some 
money at the same time. Flexible, part-time 
hours available! Please call: (949) 462-4421 

PART-TIME HELP NEEDED, 
if you enjoy dogs and cats, this is for you! 

First Class Pet Sitting needs people who can 
walk/feed dog, sometime cat care in clients home 

both in Casta and MV. 
Please call Jeri 949-273-9030 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

Call KITCHEN VISION 
Your Casta del Sol Specialist!! 

➢ KITCHEN REFACING 
➢ CUSTOM-BUILT CABINETS 
➢ KITCHEN UPGRADES 
➢ PANTY PULL-OUTS 
➢ GRANITE & QUARTZ COUNTERTOPS 
➢ BATHROOM REMODELS & MORE! 

25 yrs. of CdS References CSLB#698412 
KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611 

MOBILE SCREEN REPAIR 

AVERAGE WINDOW re-screened - $25. 
Min. 2 screens.  We also do patio & front 

door re-screening & replacement. 
Free estimates.  Gary 949-683-0889 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, acoustic ceiling removal, drywall, 

textures, wallpaper removal, installed baseboards, 
patio covers. Lic.#629293. Connie: 949-583-9235. 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PET CARE 

FIRST CLASS PET SITTING 
"YOUR PETS DESERVE THE BEST" 

Great Rates and References available 
Bonded and Insured 

We are Casta Residents - Senior discounts! 
See our website for more information 

www.firstclasspetsittingca.com LIKE us on 
www.facebook.com/firstclasspetsittingca 
Contact Richard or Jeri: 949-273-9030 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

GALAXY PLUMBING 
For a job done right the first time call us! 

Senior discount. Many happy CDS customers. 
Lic.C36-713224 

 Call Jose: 949-677-0288 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

REAL ESTATE - WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute Real 

Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.droeschproperties.com 

Current Casta del Sol renters 
looking to purchase home in CdS. 2 bedroom plus 

den, 2 car garage. No brokers or listed homes 
please. Dave: (949) 279-6059 

WINDOW CLEANING 

SPARKLING WINDOWS. 
All Windows, Screens & Tracks (Inside & Out) 

Call for estimate. Service Casta since 1990. 
Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

37 YEARS IN ORANGE COUNTY 
$60 Inside/Outside. Screens & tracks. 

(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 
*Also Gutter Cleaning.* 

CMT WINDOW AND POWER WASHING 
Please call for an appointment: 714.326.6432 

 
 All classified ads including inserts/flyers 

must be submitted, pre-approved for content 
and paid for in advance before the 21st of the 

month prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: info@FarmerPublications.com 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


