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Tada! The library is open for busi-
ness. Please refer to the library 

article in this issue for some important 
information about the library. Our of-
ficial grand reopening celebration will 

Pat Vitti stocks books in our new library.

be held on January 8, 1:00 to 3:00 PM 
with refreshments. Come on down and 
get acquainted with the new library and 
brand new books to read.

When new resi-
dents move 

to Casta del Sol, 
they are contacted 
by members of the 
Welcome Commit-
tee to schedule a 
home visit. Mem-
bers of the commit-
tee serve as friendly 
ambassadors to get 
new residents off to 
a good start, giving 
them information 
about the association’s rules, as well 
as all the activities available to them.

New residents often say they are 

The annual volunteer appreciation luncheon was held last month. Hosted by 
the Board of Directors of Casta del Sol, this event honors the many dedicated 

volunteers who serve on the various committees in Casta.

How did this third generation Kan-
san end up in Casta del Sol? He 

blames his wife, Linda. We thank her 
because from the day they moved here, 
Marty has been actively involved in a 
host of activities and committees.

Marty’s background is in finance 
and sales. In Kansas, he worked as an 
investment banker, dealing with public 
finances.

Active in parks and recreation, he 
went to a convention in Minnesota 
where he met Linda, a native Iowan, 
who was then living in and working 
for the City of Santa Barbara. Turning 

on all his charm, he promised her he 
would take her back to California if she 

Wally Lukanov, Arthur Rosen, Bill Burfeind, Dick Fried, Myrna Smith and Jayne 
Freed were among those at the luncheon.

Ron and Sheila Lurvey, Barbara Harris and Fran Morgan

overwhelmed with information and 
appreciate the personal visit to help 
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Jerie Miller, President

I think it might be 
appropriate to start 
the year with a look 
at a growing element 
of our population: the 
family dog. I’m not 
sure what their exact 
number is here in Casta del Sol, but it 
appears that they occupy a significant 
position in our overall population. 

That brings me to the other popula-
tion attached to the mutts, dog masters. 
Dogs, just by being dogs, catch more 
than their share of flack for what hap-
pens when they are allowed to flex 
their muscles. If dogs had opposing 
thumbs, they could be trained to ac-
complish what the dog masters seem 
to be repulsed by, picking up the used 
dog food. You can buy oats for horses 
in two conditions; dog food, not so 
much. Please keep in mind that when 
you think you are not being watched 
and decide to forgo the picking up part, 
you are leaving the objectionable stuff 
in plain sight to be seen by all. You 
have unwittingly added to the dog’s 
struggle to fit in and do what dogs do 
best, comfort us.

I would surmise that during the 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays, 
there will be many times in our homes 
when the family pet is left alone, ne-
glected, no walks, and other disruptive 
instances. Just a reminder, please try to 
minimize those disruptions.

To expand the pleasure and enjoy-
ment of your dog mastership, please 
consider joining the Canine Compan-
ions Club. There you will able to share 
all kinds of dog stuff:  grooming, types 
of food, illnesses, remedies, and so on.  

Casta is not immune to the natural 
forces of Mother Nature, coyotes. It 
is very unlikely that we will be able 
to directly impact the coyote situation, 
so we have to control the part of the 
problem that we can control, our pets’ 
outside activities. I suggest that when 
you have your pet outdoors, that at all 
times you assume there is a coyote lurk-
ing within striking distance. The coyote 
believes that this land is theirs, for their 
exclusive use, day or night.

I hope when you read this, that it’s 
raining cats and dogs. Come to think of 
it, if in fact it is raining cats and dogs, 
would we still have to pay to have them 
spayed?

Hope 2016 is a good one for you.

MANAGER’S
REPORT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
•  P r o p o s e d  A u t o 

Gate Update Being 
Considered by the 
Board
In  January,  the 

Board of Directors 
should be reviewing 
a recommendation to take the next step 
for automating the Casta del Sol gates. 
At this time, the committee does not 
believe our current system meets our 
expectations and is recommending, 
among other things, multiple cameras 
at each gate, automatic transponders 
for resident access, additional patrols, 
pedestrian fob access, better vehicle 
tracking, closing gates 2 and 3 to 
vendors and guests and having only 
resident access for those two gates, and 
much more. 

The Automatic Gate Committee is 
planning to schedule resident feedback 
sessions over the next month to go 
over what is involved with the recom-
mendation. Please look for dates on 
the homeowner sessions in the Gate 
Committee Courier article or call the 
clubhouse at 455-4681.

•  Assessment Payment / New Home-
owner Account Numbers
Beginning November 1, 2015 Asso-

cia-PCM upgraded their accounting 
software and migrated to a new online 
owner portal. What does this mean to 
our homeowners? It means every Casta 
owner will have a new billing account 
number.  This does not affect your ID 
card or identification numbers on the 
card.

In this issue, there is an insert explain-
ing the new billing system. The letter 
that was mailed to the homeowners 
with the billing statement has more 
details, but the cliff note version is: 
There is a new portal at http://access.
associawebsites.com/AssociaAccess 
where you may review your account 
balance, payments, work orders and 
much more. The old portal no longer 
works, so you should re-register for the 
new portal. All you need is your new 
account number. Go to the new portal 
and click on Register. If you currently 
pay by credit card, you will need to sign 
into Associa Access, choose Pay Dues 
then Click Here to Pay Online. If you 
pay bills online through your bank’s 
website, you will need to update your 
bank’s payment instructions to reflect 
the new account number. We will still 
be able to process your payments using 

LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services 
Coordinator
• Free Sandbags

With El Nino on 
track to bring a wet 
winter, the City of Mission Viejo 
is offering free sandbags to protect 
properties from possible flooding and 
emergency erosion that could occur 
with significant rain storms.

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.
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Submissions to the Courier

All submissions must be by e-mail in 
the form of a document attached to 
an e-mail. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor e-mail addresses.

Deadline for submitting is the 
eighth of the month for the paper to 
be delivered at the end of that month.

Letters to the editor must also be 
submitted by e-mail by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.

The Courier Committee meets on 
the second Wednesday of the month 
at 9:30 AM in the Garden Room.
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New Courier Submittal Deadline:  
Deadline for submitting to the Cou-
rier is the eighth of the month for 
the paper to be delivered at the end 
of that month.

MONTHLY DUES INCREASE 
REMINDER

Residents should have received a 
budget mailing this past November 
explaining the 2016 assessment 
increase. As a reminder, please 
note that the Casta del Sol HOA 
dues effective January 1, 2016 are 
$335.00 per month. If you have 
any questions, please contact staff 
at 837-4073.

your old account number; however, 
it is important that you change to the 
new account ID as soon as possible. 
Any questions, please feel free to call 
the administration office at 837-4073.

•  Holiday Decorations / Tree Pick-Up 
Info
Please let this serve as a reminder 

that those beautiful decorations that 
you so lovingly placed on the exterior 
of your homes, are required by the Ar-
chitectural Guidelines to be removed 
by January 15, 2016.

Waste Management will only pick-
up Christmas trees on the following 
dates: December 30, January 6, and 
January 13.

Your Associa-PCM staff hopes that 
all Casta del Sol residents enjoyed the 
holiday season and have a happy and 
healthy New Year!
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Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

January 2016
Alarid, Elsie ................................... 28251 Alava ................. (714) 600-8483
 Villa Park, CA
Amato, Giovanna ........................... 28021 Via Machado ...............305-7309
 Laguna Woods, CA
Angelini, Maureen ......................... 27789 Espinoza ............ (805) 258-8865
 Ventura, CA
Brickman, Reeana .......................... 27745 Calle Valdes ................716-2296
 Chino Hills, CA
Bushway, Glenn & Marnie ............ 28135 Via Nervo ....................306-5048
 Coto de Caza, CA
Castillo, Rosendo & France ........... 27706 Via Granados ..... (305) 282-5899
 Palmetto Bay, FL
Coyle, Judith .................................. 23652 Via Benavente ..........Will Notify
 Westminster, CA
Cronk, Ronald ................................ 24096 Silvestre ............. (714) 673-8797
 Orland Park, KS
Finley, Jenifer & Daniel ................. 27686 Calle Valdes ................444-4197
 Dana Point, CA
Frost, Elmer & Julie ....................... 28011 Via Castro ......... (951) 378-9874
 Garden Grove, CA
Gallaway, Dennis & Dolores ......... 28415 Barbosa .............. (714) 315-1536
 Orange, CA
Glickman, Caryl & Adam .............. 27891 Calle Valdes ...... (973) 420-7524
 Laguna Woods, CA
Guild, Donna & Al ......................... 23686 Ribalta .........................446-0005
 Shell Beach, CA
Hess, Julie ...................................... 23765 Calle Azorin ................246-5595
 Palm Desert, CA
Morse, Richard & Sharon .............. 28312 Zarza ............................525-1504
 Temecula, CA
Payne, Barry & Wendy .................. 28161 Manchuca ....................859-9560
 Lake Forest, CA
Russell, Maxine & Michael ........... Unlisted ........................ (818) 378-2072
 North Hollywood, CA
Sutton, James ................................. 28002 Via Bonalde .................842-5892
 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA

LANDSCAPE NOTES
Continued from page 2

Sandbags are available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week through April 
on a first come, first served basis. Bags 
are pre-filled and are limited to 10 bags 
per resident. Residents may pick-up 
sandbags throughout the city at the 
following locations:

•  Alicia Park, 23650 Via Linda

•  Animal Services Center, 28096 Hill-
crest

•  Mission Viejo Civic Center, 200 Civic 
Center

•  Florence Joyner Olympiad Park, 
22760 Olympiad Road

• Gilleran Park, 24960 Felipe Road

•  Norman P. Murray Community and 
Senior Center, 24932 Veterans Way

•  Youth Athletic Park, 22056 Olympiad 
Road

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
December 3, 2015

Financial reports that normally appear on this page are not available and will 
appear instead in the February issue.

At the meeting, the Board:
 •  Approved a transfer of up to $200,000 from the Prior Year Surplus account 

so that the 2016 starting balance will be $3.9 million in the reserves;
 •  Approved replenishment of the Capital Improvement Account and the 

Reserve Contingency Account in an amount up to $145,000 from the Prior 
Year Operating Surplus Account;

 •  Approved a resolution renewing the Association’s earthquake insurance 
policy for 2016 at a cost not to exceed $6,137 for $4,763,545 in coverage;

 •  Approved a resolution funding the second phase of the turf renovation project 
for replacing turf with drought tolerant plants at a cost up to $62,133 with 
an anticipated rebate of up to $25,000;

 •  Approved a resolution to install 3,025 square feet of landscaping on the 
south side of Pool 1 for a cost not to exceed $11,982;

 •  Approved a resolution to install 1,628 square feet of artificial turf over the 
decomposed granite located just east of and adjacent to the Shuffleboard 
Building at a cost not to exceed $11,640;

 •  Approved a reallocation of $19,000 for the installation of Pool 1 fire pits 
from Rec Ctr 1 reserves to capital expenses;

 • Approved a resolution appointing 16 committee chairs for 2016;
 •  Approved a resolution appointing 10 members of the Architectural Com-

mittee for 2016;
 •  Approved a resolution to replace the drinking fountain at the northwest 

corner of the Shuffleboard Building at a cost not to exceed $3,000;
 •  Learned from General Manager Josh Hodosh that the library reopening 

celebration will be held on January 8;
 •  Heard from Bill Thornton that our water rates will increase substantially 

on January 1. (Go to smwd.com/rates for more information.);
 •  Heard from Josh that liens are placed on homes that are at least two months 

in arrears in payment of monthly dues;
 • Thanked Sue Hite for her many years on the Budget & Finance Committee;
 •  Welcomed Charlie Nobile, who has been appointed co-chair of the Master 

Plan Committee;
 •  Congratulated Recreation Services Supervisor Valerie Hanich for earning 

a master’s degree in Hospitality and Tourism from San Diego State;
 •  Heard the following from residents: a suggestion that the spotlights on the 

palm trees at Pool 1 be turned off to save money on electricity; a comment 
that the road was not closed long enough when new paving was installed; 
and a comment that people who are still employed can’t serve on commit-
tees because the meetings are held during the day.

The next regular meeting of the Board will be on January 21, 2016 at 1:00 PM 
in the Vista Room at Rec Ctr 1. The next workshop meeting will be on January 
7 at 9:00 AM in the Fiesta Room.

Priscilla Tripp, Courier Chair

MASTER PLAN SURVEY RESULTS:
The Master Plan survey results are available for resident review. The sur-

vey results have been tabulated by a third-party consultant firm, Integrated 
Consulting Inc. (ICG) and are available in two places: 1) They are posted 
on the Casta del Sol Website www.castedelsol.com and 2) in the Recreation 
Center 1 office.

The Master Plan Committee is meeting regularly with Ron Hagan, from 
ICG, to analyze the results of the survey and will be meeting with home-
owners in homeowner workshop meetings within the first quarter of 2016. 
The next Master Plan meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 8 at 3:00 
PM in the Garden Room.

Josh Hodosh
General Manager
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THE MANY TALENTS OF 
MARTY NOHE
Continued from page 1

lived with him in Kansas. Eight years 
later, he was able to make good on his 
promise when a job opening occurred 
in California.

Moving to Casta, he immediately be-
came active in the Budget and Finance 
Committee, the Master Plan and Facili-
ties Committees and the Task Force for 
Rec Ctr 1. Serving on these committees 
enabled him to use his organizational, 
management and financial skills while 
benefiting the Casta community.

Acting was the last thing on his mind 
when he was asked to be a stagehand 
for the Variety Club. The last time he 
had been on stage was in the sixth grade 
when he played Abraham Lincoln. 
Next thing he knew, he was not only a 
stagehand but stagehand manager and 
in two skits. Soon he was serving as 
president of the Variety Club.

Always interested in music, he played 
the violin from sixth grade through 
high school. In college, he traded the 
violin for a guitar. After retirement, he 
took two semesters of classical guitar 
at Saddleback College and joined the 
Casta strummers where he now serves 

as club manager.

Just to make sure boredom does not 
set in, Marty now serves on the Orange 
County Grand Jury. It is a one-year 
contract and a full-time job. His Casta 
friends know the skills and talents that 
have served him and Casta so well 
during his years here will prove just as 
valuable serving Orange County.

When it comes to real estate...RESULTS ARE WHAT COUNT! 
 We have sold over 800 properties in the Saddleback Valley 
 We have over 30 years of Real Estate Experience. 
 We live in Mission Viejo 
 We sell homes in Casta del Sol. 
If you are thinking of selling your home this year—Please call us. 
WE DO IT ALL FOR YOU: 
 Free Home Staging 
 Suggesting repairs or updating areas  

before you go on the market. 
 We will negotiate the Best Price and  

help you all the way through escrow. 
You deserve to get the  
Most Money For Your Home! 
Call for a Free market Evaluation!  

Happy New Year! 
We hope you have a Healthy & Amazing 2016! 

Jim & Kathy Neidert 

949-370-5942 
theneiderts@cox.net 

BRE # 00971411 

Jim 

Casta del Sol Mens Club 
See You On The Course! 

HOMEOWNERS BOARD 
SALUTES VOLUNTEERS
Continued from page 1

Board President Jeri Miller gave the 
welcome and noted that it is the volun-
teers who help keep Casta functioning. 
After introducing the Board members, 
he named all 17 committees and recog-
nized committee chairs. A handout was 
placed at each table setting listing the 
accomplishments of each committee 
during 2015. (A copy of the handout 
has been inserted in the Courier.)

Then it was time to enjoy the food, 
served by staff members Valerie 
Hanich, Evelyn Okuma and Tamara 
Csiszer, and the punch served by Doris 
Swanson. Leo Brito and Danny Vil-
legas did the clean up detail so guests 
could spend the time socializing in the 
festively decorated Vista Room.
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FOR OVER 27 YEARS 
SERVING SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 

Call THE ARSHI TEAM for a Free 
Market Evaluation! 

949-455-0606 

Casta del Sol  
Specialist 

FIRST  CLASS 
Lic.#01032834 

23662 Villena   

 
FOR SALE 

Rosa Model  
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 

23532 Via Benavente   
 

SOLD ON 08/28/2014 
Guadalupe Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1437 Sq. Ft. 

28151 Calle Casal 
  

FOR SALE 
Blanca Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, 1114 Sq. Ft. 

28205 Zurburan 
 

SOLD ON 12/14/2015 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1472 Sq. Ft. 

28572 Barbosa 
 

SOLD ON 08/21/2014 
Maya Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 

28171 Manchuca  

 
SOLD ON 04/15/2015 

Pebble Beach Model w/loft 
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1740 Sq. Ft. 

24106 Calendula 
 

SOLD ON 01/23/2015 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft.  

28161 Manchuca   

 
SOLD ON 12/01/2015 

Pebble Beach Model 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1492 Sq. Ft. 

23701 Via Benavente 
   

SOLD ON 12/14/2015 
Blanca Model 

2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, 1112 Sq. Ft. 

24006 Delantal 
 

SOLD ON 09/30/2015 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1471 Sq. Ft. 

28496 Barbosa 
 

SOLD ON 09/09/2014 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1495 Sq. Ft. 

23481 Ribalta 
 

SOLD ON 09/12/2014 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 

28572 Barbosa 

 
SOLD ON 11/12/2014 

Maya Model– Remodeled 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 

   

28052 Via Cernuda 

 
SOLD ON 11/01/2015 

Dona Model 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1300 Sq. Ft. 

     

     

 

28407 Alava 
 

SOLD ON 04/30/2015 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 

 

24068 Calendula  
 

SOLD ON 01/28/2015 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1471 Sq. Ft. 

 

28413 Alava  

 
SOLD ON 04/22/2015 

Maya Model 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1300 Sq. Ft. 

~Happy New Year~ 

 

 

28165 Manchuca 
 

SOLD ON 03/19/2015 
Monterey Model w/Loft 

2 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1856 Sq. Ft.  

27731 Via Rodrigo 

 
SOLD ON 09/21/2015 

Rosa Model 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1505 Sq. Ft. 

23822 Villena 

 
SOLD ON 05/04/2015 

Narciso Model 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1472 Sq. Ft. 

23296 El Greco 
  

SOLD ON 08/14/2014 
Pacific Grove Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, 1500 Sq. Ft. 
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MAINTENANCE
REPORT
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

WELCOME COMMITTEE
Continued from page 1

them get settled. Some new residents 
may be unfamiliar with a homeowners 
association. Members of the Welcome 
Committee help sort it all out and an-
swer their questions.

The committee currently has 10 
members forming teams of two each 
who schedule visits of about an hour 
to go through a packet of information 
about Casta. Barbara Harris serves as 
committee chair and the Board liaison 
is Audrey Michaels. Barbara likes to 
say the first part of the presentation is 
about the rules and the volunteer work 
involved at Casta, the second part is 
about the activities and fun available 
to residents. The visiting team leaves 
their names and phone numbers with 
the new residents, offering to be their 
liaisons if they need more information 
after the visit. Each welcome visit ends 
with a few gifts and goodies, including 

a hand-stenciled book bag with the 
Casta name and signature sun symbol. 

The Welcome Committee meets 
on the third Tuesday of the month at 
10:00 AM in the Garden Room. The 
qualifications to serve on the commit-
tee include having a few hours a month 
available to call on new residents, 
the ability to listen, a positive and 
friendly attitude, and familiarity with 
the rules and activities at Casta. For 
more information, call Barbara Harris 
at 837-0925.

Each fall, new residents are invited 
to a luncheon hosted by the Welcome 
Committee and the Social Committee. 
For the past three years, the luncheon 
has been followed by a Community 
Fair where representatives of commit-
tees, clubs, and activities mingle with 
new residents to answer their ques-
tions. Last year the luncheon was held 
in September with more than 100 new 
residents attending.

• House Painting
The 2016 paint pro-

gram will begin on February 1. Each 
resident will receive notification from 
the Homeowners Association’s paint 
contractor, Color West Painting, three 
weeks before any work will begin. 
The streets to be painted in February 
are: Delantal, 27642-27656 Rodrigo, 
Turina, Silvestre, 27684-27743 Calle 
Valdes, Granados, Calendula, 27780-
27856 Espinoza, Sarasate, and 23972-
23986 Calle Alonso.

The streets and addresses above are 
listed in the order that the painting 
will be done. Each month the homes 
scheduled to be painted the following 
month will be listed in the Courier. For 

this year’s cycle, all homes painted will 
have only the trim and any wood siding 
painted. To schedule an appointment 
for color changes, contact Color West 
at 257-7018.

Homeowners should inspect their 
homes for possible dry rot and/or 
termite damage that will need to be 
repaired prior to the arrival of the paint-
ers. If your home is in need of repairs, 
you may contact your own contractor, 
or you may contact Color West Paint-
ing at the above number for a repair 
estimate.

If you have questions, please contact 
the Maintenance Coordinator, Chris 
Pedersen at 215-1955.

Tim Roller,
Maintenance Supervisor,

455-4671
Chris Pedersen,

Maintenance Coordinator,
215-1955

ASSOCIATION SURPLUS EQUIPMENT
LOOKING FOR NEW HOMES

Wood-framed leather chairs used in the Association’s Library

Also, some display cases used in the Library

Cost: Your best offer

Contact the Recreation Center at 455-4681.

Casta del Sol’s finances are made up of 
five (5) funds: 

Operational - think of your personal 
checking account

Maintenance Reserves – think of your 
personal savings account

Contingency – think of your emer-
gency/rainy day account

Capital - think of money set aside to 
add a room onto your house

Surplus – think of the Operational ac-
count ending the year being under spent

•  OPERATIONAL (YEARLY BUD-
GET)
Each year Casta is required to develop 

a budget for the next year, which is a 
projection of the money needed by the 
Association to cover its operating and 
reserve expenses. Our budget currently 
includes 90 line items. Each item is 
carefully reviewed by the Budget and 
Finance Committee with input from 
other committees and our management 
staff. After deliberations, a recommen-
dation is made for each budget item that 
is submitted to our Board of Directors 
(BoD) for approval. Once the budget 
is approved, it is sent by mail to each 
Casta homeowner in the fourth quarter 
of the year. This budget also becomes 
the basis for tracking the income and 
expenses each month. 

•  MAINTENANCE RESERVE 
FUND(s)
The term Maintenance Reserves 

BUDGET AND FINANCE TERMS
By Bill Swift and Arthur Rosen

refers to the fund(s) specifically set 
aside and used to maintain or replace 
existing Casta facilities and equipment 
that has deteriorated during prior years. 
This fund may not be used to purchase 
Capital items (defined below.) Our 
Reserve plan is established each year 
based on a Reserve Study conducted 
by Association Reserves Inc. The 
Reserve analyst has listed 197 items 
in our 2016 Reserve Study that are in 
the process of deteriorating and will 
need to be replaced in a future year. 
The Reserve Analysis calculates the 
future cost and useful life of each item, 
and then establishes the amount to be 
collected each month for each item so 
that the total replacement dollars will 
be available when any of the items need 
to be replaced. The amount of money 
to be collected each month is part of 
your monthly HOA assessment. Cur-
rently, the monthly Reserve contribu-
tion included in your HOA assessment 
is $83.03.

• CONTINGENCY FUND
The Contingency Reserve Fund is 

an emergency fund for the purpose of 
having money available to respond to 
totally unexpected and/or unanticipated 
safety or emergency type of expenses. 
The Contingency Fund is required to 
begin each year with $150,000, maxi-
mum. If there are no unexpected and/
or unanticipated expenses in any one 
year, the existing $150,000 rolls over 
to the next year. If, however, some 

or all of the $150,000 is used in any 
one year, the fund must be refilled to 
the $150,000 level in the next year’s 
budget. For many years, this fund has 
remained virtually untouched. How-
ever, in 2015, a structural beam in 
the library cracked and needed to be 
replaced. The approximately $91,000 
needed for this project came from the 
$150,000 Contingency Fund. In order 
to replenish the Contingency Fund to 
start 2016 at the $150,000 level, the 
money had to be replaced by either 
a 2016 HOA assessment, the Surplus 
Fund or a special assessment. The 
Board chose to provide the funds from 
the Surplus Fund for 2016.

• CAPITAL FUND

Capital is defined by our CC&Rs as 
an improvement or additional asset 
that is (i) a substantial discretionary 
addition to the common areas, (ii) a vol-
untary significant upgrade to common 
area materials, or (iii) a discretionary 
material alteration to the appearance 
of the development. The Capital Fund 
must be used solely for the purchase of 
these types of items. It is established 
each year at 0.67% of the total expense 
budget (minus the Contingency and 
Capital replenishment requirements.) 

We are authorized to spend up to 
$52,529 in 2016. Any funds expended 
for Capital items must be replaced the 
following year either through an HOA 
assessment, use of Surplus Funds or by 
special assessment. In 2015 we spent 
approximately $51,000 from the Capi-
tal fund for the Rec Ctr 1 Pool, Library, 
and Lawn Bowling; all of the items 
were identified as a Capital expendi-
ture. To replenish the Capital Fund for 
2016 to the $150,000 level, the Board 
transferred $52,529 of Surplus money 
to the Capital Fund.  

• SURPLUS ACCOUNT
If Operational spending in any one 

year is less than what is budgeted, 
there is a money surplus. Some years 
the expenses exceed the budget and 
there is a deficit. Any surplus is held 
in a dedicated Surplus Account. The 
surplus serves two purposes: First, 
it provides money for variations in 
monthly spending (cash flow.) Casta 
needs about 1-1/2 times the average 
monthly operational expenses, which 
amounts to approximately $900,000, 
to be able to pay large bills in any one 
month. Secondly, when available, it 
can pay for items such as those de-
scribed above.
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w w w . B o k e r Y a r u s s . c o m

BOKER & JAYE YARUSS

 BOKER & JAYE 
YARUSS
w w w . B o k e r Y a r u s s . c o m

BE IT MANSION OR TOWNHOME, EXPECT EXCELLENCE 
We Specialize in Casta Del Sol and Cater 
to Our Senior Friends and Neighbors BOKER YARUSS

C 949.929.7187
Boker@BokerYaruss.com

JAYE YARUSS
C 949.842.2961

Jaye@BokerYaruss.com

www.BokerYaruss .com

ROBERT “BOKER” YARUSS  |  Broker Associate  |  REALTOR®

• Member NAR, CAR, OCAR

• GRI (Graduate of the Real Estate Institute)

• CPRES (Certi� ed Probate Real Estate Specialist)

Boker is a highly quali� ed, DETAIL ORIENTED PROFESSIONAL skilled in navigating and negotiating the most dif� cult Real Estate 

transactions. Adherence to the law and attention to your needs ensures a smooth and timely transaction.

JANICE “JAYE” YARUSS  |  REALTOR®

• Member NAR, CAR, OCAR

• BSBM (Bachelor of Science in Business Management)

• SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)

• Notary Public

Jaye has tremendous energy and is METICULOUS IN ALL SHE DOES. She listens intently and has an uncanny empathy 

for the needs of her clients. She works closely with them to ensure a smooth and trouble-free experience.

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 • Customized Listing and Sales Programs
 • No-Cost “BPO” Property Evaluation
 • First Time Buyers and Financing Programs
 • Short Sales Specialists
 • Foreclosures Specialists
 • Distressed Properties - 203K (Renovation) Loans
 • Investment Properties - 1 to 4 Units
 • Luxury Real Estate - Surterre Best Buy Program

CERTIFIED PROBATE REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 • Court Approved Sales
 • Special Services for Administrators and Executors
 • Experienced in Family Trusts
 • Conservatorships / Guardianships

SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 • Downsizing and Relocation
 • Relocation to Assisted Living
 • Whole House Clean Out and “Get Ready” Services
 • Donation Coordination
 • Staging for Best Showing and Quick Sale
 • No-Cost Cardboard Boxes
 • No-Cost Consultation for Families

PROFESSIONAL CLIENT SERVICES 

C A S TA  D E L  S O L  S P E C I A L I S T
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Continued on page 9

Each year brings new opportuni-
ties for all of us, and as we get ready 
for another exciting year, I wanted 
to take a moment and reflect on the 
prior year’s successes at Casta del 
Sol. 2015 was a terrific year and our 
community accomplished a great 
deal. Inserted in this month’s Cou-
rier, you will find a list with some of 
those highlighted accomplishments.

Those accomplishments could not 
have been achieved if it weren’t for 
our great committees and committee 

COMMITTEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2015
structure. The contributions made 
this past year were essential in the 
Association’s success, helping the 
Board of Directors make decisions 
that truly shaped the community. The 
Board of Directors is proud of the 
accomplishments achieved in 2015, 
and looks forward to a productive 
2016. If you would like an additional 
copy of the committee highlights, 
you may pick it up at Rec Ctr 1. 

Josh Hodosh, General Manager

ARCHITECTURE
The Committee wishes to thank both 

Jerie Miller and Wally Lukanov for act-
ing as interim chairs for the past eigh-
teen months. Chris Pederson’s patience 
with the committee as we transition is 
also very much appreciated.

Our new co-chairs are Bill Stetzel 
and Pat Riethmeier, and we welcome 
new members Annette Donnelly, M.J. 
Fortin, and Bill Porfeta.

A lot was accomplished in the last 
couple of years. Our paint specialists 
Connie Campanile, Bettye Murphy, and 
Joann Reinhold decided on new color 

schemes for 2016. Over 540 applica-
tions were approved for exterior home 
improvements. Kudos to Connie and 
Mario Campanile, Bettye Murphy and 
Joann Reinhold for their service over 
the past five years. It is very much ap-
preciated.

Thank you to all who have worked 
on this committee, and for the endless 
hours dedicated to keeping our com-
munity beautiful.

Pat Riethmeier, 770-7022
Bill Stetzel, 728-8029, Co-chairs

Audrey Michaels, Liaison

AUTOMATED GATES
The Automated Gates Committee will 

come before the Board of Directors in 
January with a proposal to move for-
ward with automating the Casta del Sol 
gates. A tentative schedule of Resident 
Feedback Sessions is as follows:

 Thursday, January 28 at 10:00 AM in 
the Vista Room

 Thursday, January 28 at 1:00 PM in 
the Vista Room

 Saturday, January 30 at 10 :00 AM in 
the Vista Room

 Wednesday, February 3 at 6 :00 PM 
in the Vista Room

Dave Croteau, Chair, 716-2295 
Jerie Miller, Liaison

FACILITIES
Happy New Year from the Facilities 

Committee! As the New Year starts, we 
begin our new projects that are slated 
for 2016. We are beginning Phase 2 of 
the library project, which includes the 
completion of the recreation office and 
reception area. 

The Rec Ctr 2 Maintenance Build-
ing and Rec Ctr 2 Shower Committee 
will begin to create the general design 
criteria, with a detailed list of requested 
design elements, to improve these two 

areas. The Master Plan Committee will 
select specific ICG Survey alternatives, 
and recommend them to the Board ear-
ly in 2016. Following Board approval, 
the Facilities Committee will begin its 
planning for the implementations of 
these recreation facility alternatives; 
e.g., fitness center, arts & crafts, and the 
Lawn Bowling Pavilion. We are also 
involved in the general maintenance of 
streets, sidewalks, benches and many 
more repairs to keep Casta del Sol 
looking its best!

The Facilities Committee meets on 
the second Thursday of each month in 
the Garden Room at 9:00 AM. If you 
are interested in any of the projects we 
are doing, please come. Everyone is 
welcome. If you want more informa-
tion, or want to participate, please 
contact co-chairs Wayne Block at wm-
block@earthlink.net or Shelly Lethiot 
at shellyulv2@msn.com.

Shelly Lethiot, Co-chair, 533-3316
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

GREENBELT
The Casta del Sol Board of Directors 

at their December meeting approved 
the south side landscaping above Pool 
1 and the placement of artificial turf 

We Offer YOu:
• Free Market Analysis of YOUR home
 • Home Preparation and Staging

  •Comprehensive Marketing Plan
  • Property Sales and Leasing

Matching People and Homes Is What We Do
experience    prOfessiOnalism    service    integritY (And we’re friendly!)

ELIZE KIKKERT
GRI, SRES

EVELYN TEE
CNE

Direct: 949-462-4064
uAtHomeByElize@gmail.com

CalBRE: 01903249

Direct: 949-292-4127
HomesByEvelyn@gmail.com

CalBRE: 01457934

Ready to assist you, your friends and family to sell, 
purchase or lease homes in Casta del Sol.

Absolutely Stunning View Rosa Floorplan Home.

Gorgeous completely remodeled 
home, with enclosed atrium.

Charming completely remodeled Rosa Floorplan home.

Sold Price $705,000

sOld in ZerO daYs

sOld fOr Over asking price

recentlY sOld

3 bed / 2 bath/ (3rd bedroom used as office), 1503 Sq. Ft. 

3 bed / 2 bath/ (3rd bedroom staged as office), 1503 Sq. Ft. 

23492 Vilena

28382 Zarza

28167 Nebrija

2 bed/ 2 bath/ den, 1543 Sq. Ft.

List Price $710,000

List Price $665,000
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GREENBELT
Continued from page 8

New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:
After You, Jojo Moyes

Banquet of Consequences,
 Elizabeth George

Career of Evil, Robert Galbraith

Lights Out, Ted Koppel

Mycroft Holmes, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

Rogue Lawyer, John Grisham

The Crossing, Michael Connelly

The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto,
 Mitch Albom

Tricky Twenty-two, Janet Evanovich

Woman Who Walked in Sunshine,
 Alexander McCall Smith

Large Print:
A Window Opens, Elisabeth Egan

Ardennes 1944:The Battle of the Bulge,
 Antony Beevor

Bull Mountain, Brian Panowich

Corrupted, Lisa Scottoline

Frontier, S. K. Salzer

The Gilded Life of Matilda Duplaine,
 Alex Brunkhorst

The Japanese Lover, Isabel Allende

The Promise, Robert Crais

The Secret Chord, Geraldine Brooks

The Secrets of Lake Road,
 Karen Katchur

Patricia Vitti, Chair, 457-9194
Sarah Winston, Liaison

over the decomposed granite area 
that is adjacent to the landscape area 
and the sidewalk that runs along the 
Shuffleboard Room. This entire area 
will be completed in early 2016. The 
month of December saw many home-
owners receive Greenbelt violation 
notices for the improper placement 
of holiday decorations. Homeowners 
are reminded that you may not place 
personal items in any common area, 
which includes common area trees. It 
is difficult for the maintenance crews 
to do their job when there are electrical 
cords that cover the lawn. Celebrate the 
holidays but respect the work crews.

As much as we all love birds, I would 
encourage our residents not to feed 
the crows. I have received calls ques-
tioning why the mow crews were not 
picking up the grass clippings. What 
appears to be grass clippings on your 
lawn is really the product of the crows 
digging for grubs or worms.

Looking to replace the tree that was 
removed from your front yard lawn 
area or the removal of a dead shrub? 
The first step is not to ask the mainte-
nance crews for help, but rather make a 
formal request, which is called a Land-
scape Maintenance Request or LMR. 

On December 16, the Santa Margarita 
Water District conducted a forum for 
Homeowners Associations on new 
Drought and Mandatory Water Re-
strictions for 2016. Casta has done a 
fantastic job in meeting statewide water 
restrictions; but overall, SMWD has 
fallen short. In simplistic terms, Casta 
may have additional restrictions placed 
on it for 2016.

The Greenbelt Committee would like 
to welcome its newest team member, 
Inez Calley. Join the Greenbelt Com-
mittee at their next meeting on January 
12 at Rec Ctr 1 in the Garden Room at 
9:00 AM.

On behalf of the Greenbelt Commit-
tee, I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all Casta residents and our 
HOA Board of Directors a very Happy 
New Year.

Randy Gish, Chair, 439-3743
Audrey Michaels, Liaison

LIBRARY
The library is finally open. During 

our hiatus from the library, the Library 
Committee has come up with what we 
hope are beneficial changes to the way 
we do business.

First, you will notice a completely 

new look; we have been refreshed. 
There will be a printed guide avail-
able to get you around for the first few 
weeks. Secondly, we are extending the 
period in which you can check out a 
new book from 7 days to 14 days, lim-
ited to 2 books per customer. The new 
books will be on display for one month 
before they are incorporated into the 
regular bookshelves. Thirdly, we have 
initiated a process by which you can 
access an inventory of our purchased 
books on your computer at home.

We hope to include an inventory of 
our DVDs, our donated books and our 
paperbacks in the near future. This 
process will be described in a printed 
guide available in the library and in 
this media soon. Fourth, we will not 
be accepting any donations (books, 
DVDs and paperbacks) for the immedi-
ate future, or until such time as we can 
incorporate a database of these items.

MASTER PLAN
The Master Plan Committee contin-

ues to work with our consultant, ICG, 
to finalize the results and priorities of 

SOCIAL
By the time you read this article, you 

will be celebrating the New Year. How 
was your New Year’s Eve? Were you 
able to celebrate by wishing the old 
year away and bringing 2016 in with 
joy and hope? We celebrated here in 
the Vista Room and I will report about 
that in the February Courier.

Dave Jacobson has left the position of 
chair of the Social Committee for the 
chair of the Traffic Committee. We are 
now looking for a replacement. Valerie 
Hanich, Recreation Supervisor, has 
been filling in until we get a new chair. 

We have not yet started plans for par-
ties for 2016, so if you have any good 
ideas just give me a call and I will bring 
them to the next meeting.

Please join us for our monthly movie 
in the Vista Room on the fourth Thurs-
day of each month. Check the clip 
bulletin board at Rec Ctr 1 for more 
details.

Happy New Year from the members 
of the Social Committee.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

TRAFFIC
Casta del Sol residents are respon-

sible for the actions of each person 
they authorize to receive a gate pass. 
Violation of CdS traffic rules can result 
in a citation or a fine. Fines for traffic 
violations by a resident, a guest, or a 
vendor whom you authorized to re-
ceive a gate pass, must be paid by the 
resident. Fines for traffic violations are 
as follows:

Speeding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 100

Parking in a No Parking zone . .$ 50

Not stopping at a Stop sign . . . .$ 50

Rolling through a Stop sign . . . .$ 50

Please inform your guests of Casta’s 
traffic guidelines.

If you would be interested in joining 
the Traffic Committee, come and listen 
to the meeting held on the first Monday 

TRAVEL
The Travel Committee is off to a 

good start for 2016, with our trip on 
Saturday, January 23, to the Welk 
Resort Theater to see Meet Me in St. 
Louis. Their fabulous brunch buffet is 
included with the trip. On January 6, at 
8:00 AM in the Garden Room, we will 
be signing up for the Pipes and Drums, 
to celebrate the music of Scotland. This 
February 20 trip features the Band of 
the Scots Guards as they join the Pipes, 
Drums and Highland Dancers of the 
Black Watch Battalion, which is the 
Royal Regiment of Scotland.

In March we are planning an exciting 
St. Patrick celebration to be held here in 
the Vista Room. There will be a won-
derful dinner and entertainment. More 
about this in next month’s Courier.

We added the trip schedule for the 
year 2016 in this month’s Courier as 
an insert. Please place it on your re-
frigerator door, and you will have the 
schedule for each trip. When you travel 
with us, just sit back, relax, and leave 
the driving to the bus driver. Hope to 
see you often.

Jill Colombana, Chair, 470-9495
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

the projects for the foreseeable future. 

ICG will provide a presentation to our 
committee that will value weight with 
cost estimates, of the project alterna-
tives that the committee selected at our 
November meeting. The presentation 
will be held on January 8 at 3:00 PM 
in the Garden Room. Please stop in at 
this meeting to see the potential future 
of Casta del Sol.

Marty Nohe and Charlie Nobile,
Co-chairs, 458-1034

Wally Lukanov, Liasion

of the month at 9:00 AM in the Garden 
Room. We are always looking for new 
committee members.

The Traffic Committee wishes every-
one a very Happy New Year.

Dave Jacobson, Chair, 472-0526
Dave Croteau, Liaison

•  The largest pumpkin grown in the 
world weighed 1,140 pounds?

•  There are twelve flowers in the design 
on each side of an Oreo cookie?

•  Norway consumes more spicy Mexi-
can food than any other European 
nation?

•  Pepper and mustard are the top selling 
spices in the world?

•  It takes about 200 grapes to make a 
bottle of wine?

•  The king of spades, hearts, clubs and 
diamonds in a deck of cards represent 
King David, Charlemagne, Alexander 
the Great, and Julius Ceasar?

•  Bullet proof vests, windshield wipers 
and laser printers were all invented 
by women?

DIDYANO?
By Kent Lihme
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TRAVEL COMMITTEE
January 2016 Let’s Go traveLinG
CERRITOS CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS PRESENTS:
The Bands of the Royal Marines and Scots Guard
Saturday, February 20
Depart:  6:00 PM
Return:  11:30 PM
Price:  $100.00
Sign-up begins Wednesday, January 6 at 8:00 AM in the Garden Room.

The Band of the Scots Guards joins the Pipes, Drums, and Highland Dancers 
of The Black Watch 3rd Battalion, The Royal Regiment of Scotland to celebrate 
the music of Scotland, England, Ireland, and Wales. This show features a unique 
blend of music, pageantry, and history highlighted by traditional folk music and 
military tunes.

Other Events With Sign-Ups Underway
WELK RESORT THEATER PRESENTS:
Meet Me in St. Louis
Saturday, January 23
Price: $89.00 includes all tax and gratuities with a buffet lunch.
This trip is sold out; please add your name to the wait list.

I moved into Casta five years ago, 
loving everything here. My main con-
cern is with security; we don’t seem 
to be getting much bang for the buck.

I leave for work at 3:30 AM, from 
gate 3. Over the past few weeks the out-
bound gate was open and the re-entry 
spikes down. This allows anyone to 
access our “secured” community until 
the guard arrives at 6:00 AM. (Yes, 
I’ve called and filled out forms.) The 
resident-side gate arms are left open 
after someone is admitted, most no-
ticeably at gate 3. (I have called about 
that as well.)

Our community has some very bad 
habits. It seems every other person 
driving here (residents, family, contrac-
tors, etc.) disobeys the speed limit and 
stop signs. I walk a lot, having walked 

the entire subdivision. I rarely see our 
patrol officer stopping anyone.

I would suggest making gates 2, 3, 
and 4 unmanned with key code entry 
access, keeping gate 1 manned. I don’t 
know what the budgetary requirements 
would be, but I wouldn’t mind Orange 
County Sheriffs patrolling our streets 
and issuing tickets to those who are 
breaking the law. It would make things 
a lot safer for all of us.

Bruce Midkiff

Editor’s Note: Casta del Sol doesn’t 
have gate security; we only have access 
control. The Board encourages people 
who experience traffic issues to attend 
the Traffic Committee meeting. The 
next meeting is on Monday, January 4 
at 9:00 AM in the Garden Room. 

SECURITY AT CASTA DEL SOL

Paula & Rick Cosenza 
CalBRE#01025393 & CalBRE#00619896 

Mary Van Holt 
CalBRE#01335977 

Providing a combined 60 years of 
knowledge & experience. 

INTEGRITY, HONESTY, LOYALTY 

949-495-2510 or 714-745-6279 
www.CasaBellaRealtyGroup.com 

Casta del Sol 
Total Current Active Listings 14 

Average List Price $561,804 

Average Days on Market 43 Days 

Total Pending Sales 14 

Average Pending Price $549,257 

Demand (Prior 30 days Pending) 9 

Expected Market Time 47 Days 

Total November Sales 2015 12 

Average Sales Price $539,917 

Average Days on Market 62 Days 

Average Square Feet 1,332 

Average $ Per Square Foot $405 

Highest Sales Price $730,000 

Lowest Sales Price $415,000 

Sales to List Price Ratio 97% 

Source:  Steven Thomas, ReportsOnHousing.com 
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When Carol Favreau’s 20-year-old 
grandson, Trevor Howard, was diag-
nosed with leukemia, Carol wanted to 
send him to UCLA Hospital with her 
arms around him, giving him lots of 
love and hugs. Since she could not do 
that, she did the next best thing: she 
made him a fleece tie blanket. Trevor 
loved the blanket, using it constantly 
not only to keep warm but also to think 
of his grandmother and her love and 

Blankets for a Cause
By Liz Rickett, photo by Darrelyn Wood

support. He asked Carol if she could 
make blankets for other cancer patients 
in the hospital.

Carol told the ladies of Casta del 
Sol’s Ceramics Club about Trevor’s re-
quest. She was amazed at the response. 
They had a blanket party. Before she 
knew it, 15 blankets were made by 
these talented and caring ladies. Each 
blanket has the picture of the Casta 
resident who made the blanket.

In addition to these blankets, Trevor 
and his girlfriend, Jill, each made a 
blanket as did other members of his 

family. All 20 of these blankets have 
been donated to children who are 
cancer patients at UCLA.

Barbara Longan, Carol Favreau 
and Barbara McIntyre with 
three of the blankets made by the 
Ceramic Club members



The Casta Courier January 2016Page  12

CANINE COMPANIONS
I would like to introduce myself as 

the new president and as an enthusias-
tic resident who loves all animals. With 
the new year, it is our desire to create 
a calendar of events and activities for 
all members with the purpose of so-
cializing our dogs and their owners. 
We will be offering events of interest 
that will both educate and enhance the 
enjoyment of having a pet. We want to 
encourage new membership by ask-
ing for your attendance at any event, 
member or not. I will be sponsoring a 
meet and greet hot dawg luncheon at 
the Lawn Bowling Pavilion between 
11:00 AM and 2:00 PM on Saturday, 
January 23. Bring your dog.

COMPUTER
Happy New Year. The computer club 

welcomes all Casta del Sol residents 
who want to learn new computer in-
formation as part of their new year’s 
resolution.

Continued on page 13

CHORALE
Our holiday concerts on December 

14 or 15 were joyous. After months 
of rehearsals, we sang our hearts out 
to celebrate the season with 18 songs, 
ranging from old standards to seasonal 
songs in Old English, German, Ital-
ian, Hebrew and Latin. Maestro John 
Huntington challenged us to learn 
some music that we didn’t even know 
we were capable of singing. What a 
triumph it was for us to become more 
accomplished musicians due to his 
encouragement and energy. He also 
wowed the audiences with his solo. 
Andrew Van Vlear performed a piano 
solo.

The maestro and the entire Chorale 
wish you a healthy and happy new year.

Paula Berg, 588-0351

BABY BOOMERS
Our Rock ’n Dues Blues party is on 

Saturday, January 9 at 6:00 PM in the 
Vista Room. This year, we will have a 
baked potato bar with all the fixings, 
wine, soft drinks and dessert. The 
price for this event is $8 for members 
and $12 for guests, but if you pay your 
2016 dues by January 6 (which is the 
last date to signup), those in attendance 
will receive a ticket for a return of $5. 
DJ Kip will be there to provide music 
for dancing, and we will have a 50/50 
raffle.

Be sure to check back next month for 
information on our February 6 event. 
It’s still in the planning stages and 
promises to be really good.

For questions, please call Georgie at 
716-6042 or Fran at 305-5547.

Jayne Freed, 837-9099

BIBLE STUDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol and 

any non-resident who has an interest in 
participating in the study of the Bible 
is welcome to join in this study club. 
This is an active group of folks from 
different churches. Our studies are 
varied, but always Bible oriented. We 
examine and/or question the study of 

CERAMICS
Happy New Year everyone. Our club 

members look forward to another great 
year making beautiful items. We will 
learn some new techniques and continue 
to make things for personal use and 
for our club. Everyone should be very 
proud of the hard work they put into 
making ceramics for the flea market and 
the holiday boutique. Sales from these 
events allowed our club to donate over 
$1,300 to various charities in 2015.

Special thanks to the officers who 
led us to new heights in 2015. Also, 
thanks to those who will serve as 2016 
officers: President, Carol Favreau; First 
Vice President, Carol Hart and Diane 
Herbert; Second Vice President, Lisa 
Serrano; Third Vice President, Lucy 
Perez and Kathy Heide; Secretary, Jean 
Schanz; and Treasurer, Diane Harris.

There are no events scheduled in 
January. However, save February 13 at 

Lic# 344248 

Vinyl Fences and gates Paver and Cement work 

Solid Roof Patio Covers Open Lattice Patio Covers www.oceanpacificpatios.com 

Family Owned & Operated 

 Since 1977 

949-525-1267 

Specializing in 

 Alumawood Patio Covers 

the day, but always keep the discussion 
on topic and in the Bible.

Our next meeting will be on Tues-
day, January 5 at Rec Ctr 2 from 10:00 
AM for fellowship and 10:20 to 12:00 
Noon for study and prayer.

Come and join us as we sing the old 
hymns.

Bible Study is a non-profit, no-dues 
club. For more information, contact 
Peter Filakouridis at 305-1935.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

Thanks to Gordy Hite, our treasurer, 
for guiding the club single-handedly 
and our new vice president, Debbie 
McLean, for her participation.

Please RSVP for the luncheon by 
contacting Tom.

Tom Brockmiller, 584-8061

5:00 PM to have pizza and play bingo 
with us.

Diane Harris, 916-1781
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CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
If you would like to have fun, make 

new friends, and help someone less 
fortunate, join the Crafts for Charity 
Club on the first and third Wednesday 
each month (January 6 and January 
20) from 10:00 to 11:30 AM in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. There is 
no membership fee. Afterward, many 
of us meet at a nearby eatery for a no-
host lunch.

We will begin the new year by mak-
ing Valentine’s Day cards for the 
women at Laura’s House, a shelter for 
victims of domestic violence. After 
that, we will start making colorful 
children’s journals, as well as gifts for 
Mother’s Day. Come join the fun. No 
special skill is needed. Materials will be 

LAPIDARY & RELATED 
ARTS

The lapidary group would like to 
wish everyone happy holidays.

I am sure there were some beautiful 

ITALIAN AMERICAN
We hope your holidays were great 

and that you have a very happy new 
year.

After all the hustle and bustle of the 
holiday, we hope you are now ready 
to relax at a fun pizza bingo night on 
Thursday, January 14 at 6:00 PM in the 
Vista Room. Besides pizza, there will 
be dessert, wine, coffee, tea or BYOB. 
The cost will be $6 for members and 
$8 for guests. Sign-up ends January 
10. Please make checks payable to the 
Italian American Club.

Mo Caywood, 916-1972

HERITAGE GARDEN
Calling all members, dues are now 

due. Please join if you have not done 
so already. We want your support and 
friendship.

A walk in the Heritage Garden would 
be a great way to start the new year. 
Walking is one of the best exercises, 
so go to the garden and walk. It will be 
good for mind, body and soul. Do you 
know how many times you would have 
to walk around the garden’s perimeter 
to get to 10,000 steps? Experts say we 
need 10,000 steps a day. Get out there 
before the rains come. I have heard gar-
den walkers say that they are pleased 
with all the work that Pac West and the 
club members have been doing. The 
garden looks clean, fresh and ready for 
new plants. We are beginning to work 
on our future garden design plans.

May your garden, health and joy all 
grow and bloom in 2016.

Laura Marsh, (203) 223-8723

DEMOCRATIC
Mark your calendars. We will wel-

come in the new year with a party on 
Sunday, January 10 in the Vista Room, 
4:00 to 6:00 PM. BYOB and a small 
appetizer to share.

Linda Schwartz, 305-2962

CRIBBAGE
Do your grandchildren challenge you 

at math? Do you pause when adding 
small numbers? Can you mentally add 
numbers to 15? Can you mentally add 
numbers to 31? If your answer is yes, 
then there’s a place for you at our crib-
bage tables. The Casta del Sol players 
do this, and also enjoy a good time with 
fellow players. The only requirement is 
that you can count to 31. We play one-
on-one with 3 players, and partners with 
4 players. Lessons may be arranged by 
calling Wayne Block.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2, 6:30 
until approximately 8:45 PM. Stop by 
and introduce yourself.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block or Joan Davis at 768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

COMPUTER
Continued from page 12

LAS DAMAS
On Wednesday, January 13 at 11:15 

AM, we will be celebrating It’s our 
Continued on page 17

At the January meeting, Ed Schwartz 
will help us better understand the mys-
teries of the Cloud, because, in our 
world, it no longer simply has to do 
with the weather.

The 2016 club dues are now being 
collected. They are $10 per year for the 
primary member and an additional $5 
for a significant other. Be sure to pay 
your dues before January 4 to be in 
the January 8 drawing for the $20 cash 
prize. The monthly meetings are held 
on the second Friday of each month.

Please join us at the January 8 meet-
ing, at 12:30 PM in Rec Ctr 1 Vista 
Room.

Mike Carr, 305-3191

provided and you will be shown what 
to do. Just drop by and lend a hand. We 
would love to meet you.

For details, please call Marlene Ka-
zen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, 919-9399

silver-wrapped pendants in a number of   
Christmas stockings this year.

Feel free to join us to see what lapi-
dary is all about. Any Monday from 
9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon you will find 
the group working away. Stop in and 
let us show you around. Just imagine, 
we start with an old, nondescript rock 
and end up with a beautifully shaped 
and polished pendant. It is something 
to see. Whether you keep it, or give 

it as a gift, it will be without a doubt 
considered priceless.

This past year we have grown as 
friends and consider ourselves the 
lapidary family.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

DARLENE SIMMONS
949.910.5915
Darlene@DarleneSimmons.com
CalBRE# 01862144
Awarded Leading Edge Society Award

A Free Market Analysis 
of your home!

Call Now At NO Obligation For:

SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE...CONTACT DARLENE, YOUR CASTA DEL SOL 
REAL ESTATE EXPERT TO SELL, PURCHASE OR LEASE HOMES! 

Learn about Senior discounts 
on all escrow services!

© 2015 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway 
affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeSer-

vices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®  Equal Housing Opportunity.  
CalBRE 01317331

25652 Crown Valley Pkwy Suite F-1
Ladera Ranch CA 92694



Celebrating our 25th 
year in business and 

proud to be ”Your 
Neighborhood Plumber”.

Same low prices 
Same great service

ANNIVERSARY
1989-2014

We Specialize in the repair, 
sales and installation of 
the following:
Water Heaters - standard and tankless
Faucets and Disposals
Water Pressure Regulators
Slab Leaks and more Call us at (949) 858-3818

or visit our website at rsmplumbing.com

We offer special
discounts to our
Casta residents.

Save money on 
your energy bills 
with our expert 
Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Solutions.

Mention this ad for $25 off
your next service call.

We are here to serve you seven days a week.
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - January 2016
*Aerobic Exercise (Starts 1/19)...M,W,F, 8:00 AM, V
*Beg. Chair Exercise (Starts 1/19) ....T,TH, 8:00 AM;
  M,W, 1:00 PM, V
*Chorale Ensemble (Starts 1/19) ......T, 10:30 AM, V
*Pilates (Starts 1/19) .....M,W,F, 9:00 AM, V
Beading Class ................F, 1:00 PM, AC
Bobble Ball..(Every Day)...3:00-6:00 PM, P2
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 2:00-3:00 PM, BC
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 PM, H
Bunco 3..........................1st T, 5:30 PM, H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7:00 PM, H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6:00 PM, F
Ceramics Class ..............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, AC
Ceramics Club ...............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10:00 AM, H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 PM, H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12:30 PM, F
Hand & Foot ...................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W,
 12:00 PM, H;
.......................................3rd M, 6:00 PM, F;

Association, Board & committee meetings        •        Association sponsored activities        •        CluB & activity events

  1:00 PM Budget &
                        Finance, G 10:00 AM Welcome, G

  9:00 AM Greenbelt, G 

7 9

10

43 6

10:00 AM, Library, G
  9:00 AM Traffic, G
  7:00 PM Bocce Ball, F

  7:00 PM Military
                       Veterans, F

12:30 PM Computer, V
  3:00 PM Master Plan, G

  6:00 PM Baby Boomers
                           Party, V 

5

10:00 AM Greenbelt
               Master Plan, AC
  1:00 PM Architectural, G

.......................................1st T after 1st M, 5:30 PM, F
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9:00 AM, LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:00 PM;
 T,TH, 6:30 PM; 
 S, 9:30 AM, LBG
Mah Jongg 1 ..................TH, 1:00 PM, H
Mah Jongg 3 ..................2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T, 12:30 PM, G
Mah Jongg 4 ..................TH, 1:00 PM, H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 PM, H; S, 10:00 AM, H
Mexican Train ................F, 6:00 PM, F
Open Paddle Tennis .......T,W,TH,S,SU, 9:00 AM, PTC
Open Tennis ...................T,TH, 10:00 AM;
.......................................M,T,W,TH,F, 7:00 PM, TC
Original Mexican Train ...S, 6:30 PM, H
Pan 1..............................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, W, 12:00 PM, F;
 ......................................2nd W, 12:00 PM, G
Party Bridge ...................M, 12:00 PM, F;
 S, 6:30 PM, F
Pickleball .......................M,W,S 10:30 AM; T, 4:00 PM;
.......................................F, 8:30 AM, TC

Ping Pong....................... S, 9:15 AM; M,W, 6:00 PM,
 V or G
Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 PM, H
Poker Group ...................W, 6:30 PM, H
Poker .............................TH, 7:00 PM, F
Poker Ladies ..................1st, 3rd, W, 6:30 PM, F
Quilting ..........................2nd, 4th, TH, 1:00 PM, AC
Scrabble ........................T, 7:00 PM, L
Shuffle League ...............T, 9:00 AM, SBP
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10:00 AM, SBP
Shuffle (Pot of Gold) .......W, 6:30 PM, TH, 7:00 PM,SBP
Shuffle Singles ..............TH, 9:00 AM, SBP
Strummers .....................3rd, 4th W, 3:00 PM, G;
 1st, 2nd W, 3:30 PM, V
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
.......................................T, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 PM, F2
Water Exercise ...............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, P1
Woodcarvers ..................M, 2nd, 4th, TH, 12:30 PM, CW;
.......................................1st, 3rd TH, 1:00 PM, AR

 

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

RECREATION CENTER
Monday - Friday

8:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday and Sunday

8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

Meetings & events

  9:00 AM Facilities, G
  6:00 PM Italian
           American Event, V

  4:00 PM Democratic
                           Event, V

  9:30 AM Courier, G
11:15 AM Las Damas
                    Luncheon, G

12:00 PM Fishing, G

  9:30 AM Travel, G

Calendar Coordinator
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
valerie.hanich@associa.us
949/455-4681

2

2524

  9:00 AM CdS BoD
                     Workshop, F
  1:00 PM Singles, F
  1:00 PM Women’s
                              Golf, V
  2:00 PM Social, G

  9:30 PM ARMDI Event, V

1

Recreation &
Management Office 
Closed

January
2016

January
2016

10:00 AM Gate Info, V
  1:00 PM Gate Info, V
  1:00 PM Movie, G

29

10:30 AM Courier
                       Stuffing, V

30

10:00 AM Gate Info, V

31

26 27 28

  9:30 AM Las Flores, V
  9:00 AM Free Blood
    Pressure Screening, G
  5:00 PM Men’s Golf
                         Dinner, V
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Heritage Realtor Group 
Agents for  Coldwell Banker 

Dave Eisenbrey 
Realtor 

Direct:   (949)294-3727 
Email:   EisenbreyDave@gmail.com 
Web:      HeritageRealtorGroup.com Casta del Sol Real Estate 

BRE # 01738121 

Last 6 Months’ Average Sales Data:  Casta del Sol 
 CARMEL FIESTA PUD 
AVG Days on market 63 59 46 
AVG Sales Price $641K $550K $553K 
AVG $/SqFt $372.00 $361.00 $372.00 

Sign up for Dave’s Bi Monthly Orange 
County Housing Wealth Trends At: 
EisenbreyDave@gmail.com 

Insert: OC Housing Wealth 
in the Subject Line. 

The Racquet Club’s Fall Gala
Article and photos by Liz Rickett 

If you wanted to see the Vista Room 
transformed into an elegant dining 

and dancing venue, you needed only 
to attend the Racquet Club’s Fall Gala. 
Under the capable direction of Sondra 
Nelson and Carol Martinez, and with 
the help of a host of attendees, Novem-
ber 14, 2015 was a magical evening. 
Due to their vision, and the helping 
hands of many club members, the Vista 
Room was festive, cozy and warm.

Guests entered a room aglow with 
candles. Champagne, either in punch 
or in a flute, was given to each person 
as they arrived. Hors d’oeuvres were 
passed as people mingled and chatted. 
The ambience was accentuated by the 

piano music of Claudia Gambino. 
Wine stewards kept the wine flowing 
as guests enjoyed a dinner catered by 
Jolanda. After the dinner, dancing 
began to the music of Boyd Garrison.

Sondra and Carol, along with Joann 
Reinhold, master-minded the first 
gala, then called the Fall Finale, in 
2009. These clever women kept note 
of every detail of that event and were 
able to duplicate that evening this year, 
serving the same champagne punch, 
now a tradition, the same menu, the 
same table decorations and even using 
the same musicians.

As is readily evident from the pho-
tos, a good time was had by all.

The Fearsome 
Foursome. 
The brains, 
inspiration 
and muscles 
behind the 
Galas: Leo 
and Carol 
Martinez and 
Sondra and 
Butch Nelson.

Everything 
Coming up 
Bubbles. The 
champagne 
crew: Howard 
and Eleanor 
Reafsyner, Bev 
and Don Macke 
and Nancy and 
Ed Pratt.

Wine and Nibbles. Pete Samuels, head sommelier and his assistants, Ed 
Murphy, Ken Campbell, and Don Stoddard pose with Kathy Wu, one of 
the appetizer ladies who prepared and passed appetizers along with Rita 
Kaltebach, Linda Nohe and Diana Campbell.

Enjoying 
the evening 
are Mo 
Stoddard, 
Van Quinn, 
Karen 
Everson and 
Mike Balzer.

Fran 
Sprinkle 
shows how 
she dances 
as Vern 
Sprinkle 
and Leo 
Martinez 
watch.
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Serving
Saddleback Valley

Since 1973

LAS DAMAS
Continued from page 13

MILITARY VETERANS
Happy New Year to all. Our club 

message this year is simple: Promote 
fellowship within our ranks and rec-
ognize all veterans who have sacrificed 
so much to defend our country. The 
club is comprised of members from all 
branches of the armed forces. We are 
fortunate to have Veterans from World 
War II, the Korean conflict, Vietnam, 
and the Cold War. Non-veterans wish-
ing to join may be admitted as honorary 

LAS FLORES
Our first meeting of the new year will 

take place on January 20. We have a 
very interesting and informative pro-
gram scheduled featuring Carlos Ruiz 
of the Flowerdale Nursery in Santa 
Ana speaking on Cymbidiums, How to 
Grow and Divide. Carlos is a teacher 
and horticulturalist at Victor Valley 
College, as well as senior horticultur-
alist in charge of product design and 
marketing at Flowerdale. He is a very 
engaging speaker and shows his pas-
sion for plants. Our meeting begins 
in the Vista Room at 10:00 AM on 
Wednesday, January 21, but come by 
9:30 and enjoy a mini-brunch with deli-
cious breakfast casseroles, pastries and 
fresh fruits, as well as coffee and tea.

Please join us for what should prove 
to be a very informative program fea-
turing a beautiful orchid variety. We 
look forward to seeing you there. As 
always, guests are welcome.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415\

PINOCHLE
Hello pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 PM. We mostly play 
3-handed but we also may play part-
ners. In November we played partners 
once. Frank Pollitt and Nancy Money 
won with 7,660 points.

In November, Frank had the highest 
game (3 hands) of 1,270 points and 
Dawn Hibbs was second with 1,200 
points. The High Series was won by 
Frank with a total of 4,430 points, and 
Cathi Moro was second with 4,090 
points. For the month, Frank was in 
first place with 10,480 points and Dawn 
was second with 9,100 points. Con-
gratulations to our winners. Everyone 
interested in the game of pinochle is 
invited to come and join us. For more 
information, please call Wayne at 916-
5387, Frank at 454-8636 or Nancy 
Money.

Nancy Money, 457-9066

SINGLES GROUP
Our singles group is growing. We 

are an informal and fun group and 
currently get together two times per 
month for a variety of activities. In 
January, we will be meeting on the 
first Thursday, January 7, for games 
(Mexican train, cards, etc.) at 1:00 PM 
in the Fiesta Room.

Our second get-together will be on 
the third Thursday, January 21, for 
happy hour from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at 
Coni’s house. She has generously of-
fered to provide appetizers, but plan 
to BYOB.

Please RSVP to Mary Carlson to get 
Coni’s address and to let us know how 
many people to expect.

Mary Carlson, 380-0744

WOODCARVERS
Woodcarvers meet on Monday and 

Thursday afternoons from 12:30 to 
2:30 PM in Rec Ctr 1 Arts and Crafts 
Room located next door to the Fitness 
Center.

Club members participate in events at 
Casta del Sol that offer us the opportu-
nity to display our work. As a group we 
visit places, such as the Orange County 
Fair Craft Exhibits and the Rockler 
woodworking store in Orange to get 
new carving ideas, and to keep abreast 
of the latest developments in tools and 
materials.

Stop by the Arts and Crafts Room 
when the club meets and see the 
members’ projects. You may want to 
try your hand at woodcarving. No ex-
perience is needed. We have free tools 
and materials for beginners, as well as 
advice on how to get started.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Happy New Year, and welcome to 

our new gardeners: Charles Cooper, 
Firooz and Mahvash Khosrarviyani, 
Chaz and Tissy Manuel, Donna and 
Rubin Gonzales and Jack Frost. If you 
have not paid your 2016 club dues, or 
clean-up deposit fee, you have until 
January10 before your lot is returned 
to the club for non-payment.

Join us for the first meeting on Janu-
ary 25 in the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1 
at 9:00 AM. Our club agenda, previous 
month’s minutes and club information 
are posted at the garden gate.

We bid farewell to Barbara Heebner 
as she stepped away from her club offi-
cer position. We will miss you Barbara. 
Also, Carole Weidler and Ginny Chu 
have left their positions.

Birthday in the Vista Room at Rec Ctr 
1. Remember to bring a beautifully 
wrapped white elephant or re-gift to 
exchange. Meal options are chicken 
marsala or chicken Caesar salad. The 
Sound Encounter barbershop quartet 
will sing us into the new year. Members 
are $15 and guests are $17. Signup by 
January 10.

Early sign-up for the February 10 Be 
My Valentine luncheon starts after this 
month’s luncheon in the office at Rec 
Ctr 1. Robin Kelly and Shelby Grimm 
will entertain us.

To help meet the rising costs of 
entertainment, luncheon prices will 
increase by $1, starting in February. 
Tickets will be $16 for members and 
$18 for guests. In addition, the board is 
continuing to discuss other ways to cut 
expenses without reducing the quality 
of our luncheons.

Jessica Hollowell, 916-9399  

non-voting members. One non-veteran 
member, whose father served in WWII, 
was recently accepted.

Meetings are held the fourth Monday 
of each month, generally in the Fiesta 
Room at 7:00 PM.

Our January meeting guest speaker 
will be Earl Gentry who will share his 
WWII and Korean naval experiences. 
Please come and enjoy the interaction 
and friendship we have to offer.

Merl Barrett, 770-5024

VARIETY
Our plan is to begin casting calls in 

January. The first call is scheduled 

for Sunday, January 10 at 3:00 PM in 
the Garden Room. The show is now 
scheduled for Friday, Saturday and a 
Sunday matinee: May 20, 21 and 22. 
We need members both for performing 
and working behind the curtain. The 
regular club meeting is on the second 
Thursday of the month at 4:00 PM in 
the Garden Room.

Kim Urick, (928) 301-7226 or Gene 
Weaver, 305-1707

The club is saddened by the unex-
pected passing of longtime gardener, 
David Lindahl.

Randy Gish, 305-2718
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If your home is currently listed with a broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
Designed/Printed By One Step Services 1-888-587-5301. © Copyright, all rights reserved.

Chad CalBRE #01702292 | Justin CalBRE #01924005  | Bob CalBRE #01903602

direct: (949) 257-7695

Representing Casta del Sol Real  
Estate at the Highest Level

BOB WIDTFELDT
bob@gwrealestate.com

JUSTIN GREEN
justin@gwrealestate.com

CHAD WIDTFELDT
chad@gwrealestate.com

GREEN | WIDTFELDT

CASTA DEL SOL SHUFFLEBOARD

Proudly Supporting the Casta Del Sol Community

PRIME PROPERTIES

PRIME PROPERTIES

Thanks to your support, we have successfully been selling Casta del Sol real estate for 
over 11 years! Please consider us for all of your real estate needs.



The Casta CourierJanuary 2016 Page  19

Continued on page 20

AWAY GOLF
Looking forward to 2016, and an-

ticipate it will be a great year for the 
Away Golf Club. We currently have 
one tournament scheduled for March. 
Details will be published in the Febru-
ary edition of the Courier.

We have wonderful news to start the 
New Year. For several months, I have 
reported that our current co-chair and 
treasurer have resigned their office as 
of December. I am thrilled to announce 
that Bob Stalter and Jim Peterson have 
volunteered to serve as treasurer and 
co-chair.

I wish you peace, health and happi-
ness throughout the New Year.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

BOCCE BALL
On behalf of your Board of Directors, 

we would like to wish you all a very 
happy and healthy 2016. Thanks to Pat, 
Mo, Judy, Gunther, Blanca and Frank 
for all of their help throughout the year.

If you want to have lots of laughs, we 
would love for you to join us on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday afternoons 
from 2:00 to 3:00 PM on the Bocce Ball 
Courts. No experience is necessary and 
you will be a pro in no time.

Dues for 2016 will remain at $10 per 
year and are now due. Checks should 
be made payable to CdS Bocce Ball 
Club and can be dropped off at Rec 
Ctr 1.

Our next meeting will be held on 
Monday, February 1 at 7:00 PM in the 
Fiesta Room. Following a short busi-
ness meeting, we will be playing bingo.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

BOWLING
Happy New Year! May 2016 bring 

you all health and many blessings. Our 
league is in full swing and going into 
the second half of the season. If you 
are interested in joining us, please call 
Van Quinn at 586-2363.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

FISHING
At the club’s annual Turkey Shoot 

luncheon in November, President Nick 
Morenc introduced new members and 
held election of 2016 club officers. 
Officers for 2016 are President - Nick 
Morenc, Vice President - John Waters, 
Treasurer - Mike Balzer, and Secretary 
– Dave Ruff.

Lake MV fishing was great last 
summer and fall, yielding many legal 

LAWN BOWLING
May 2016 bring you joy, peace, good 

health and happiness. 

We had our first Lawn Bowler(s) of 
the Month competition with a huge 
turnout and nine winners. Congratu-
lations go to: Skips - 1st place Gene 
Bryant; 2nd place Shuman Chan; and 
3rd place Mary Thompson. Vices - 1st 
place Denise French; 2nd place Karen 
Knight; and 3rd place Judy Bryant. 
Leads - 1st place Don Robins; 2nd 
place Amy Chan; and 3rd place Peter 
Rosario.

Five of the twelve ladies who attend-
ed November’s South West Ladies Day 
at Sun City were from Casta del Sol, 
and four of them were in the money. 
In the morning, Amy Chan and her 
teammates placed 1st; Joanne Hedg-
espeth and her team placed 2nd and 
Mary Thompson and Denise French’s 
team placed 3rd. Amy Chan’s team 
with Denise French, took 1st place in 
the afternoon. Joanne Hedgespeth and 
her team came in 3rd. Congratulations, 
ladies.

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

MEN’S GOLF
The club officers trust that everyone 

enjoyed a festive holiday season. We 
wish all a great 2016.

Sign-up is currently underway for the 
club’s first quarterly tournament dinner 
to be held on Wednesday, January 20. 
You have until January 13 to sign up. 
This dinner will be a Mexican buffet 
catered by Jolanda and held in the Vista 
Room. For menu details, see the flyer 
in the sign-up folder available until 
January 13 at Rec Ctr 1. Complimen-
tary margaritas, beer, and wine will be 
provided by the club. If your foursome 
includes non-resident members, please 
encourage them to attend these quar-
terly event dinners.

Rachel Burnett, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology Hearing Centers

SoundWave
Part of the Sound Wave 

Hearing Centers

www.MissionAudiology.com

Call today to schedule  
your complimentary  
hearing consultation.

949.207.7749  
26302 La Paz Rd, Ste 107 • Mission Viejo

But in the hands of an expert,

I’m the key to  
a better way of life.

Alone I’m just  
a hearing aid.

PADDLE TENNIS
As we welcome in the New Year, we 

offer a special invitation to you who 
have an interest in meeting new friends, 
learning a new sport, or adding a little 
exercise to your New Year’s resolution. 
We are a group of men and women 
who enjoy exercise, the weather and 
each other.

Monday afternoons at 4:00 PM are 
reserved for all who want to learn the 
sport. You’re never too old or young. 
It is not unusual to have players from 
55 to 92+ on the courts - all having fun 
together. Lots of fun events, including 

stringers of tilapia. The lake is being 
stocked with trout, and several club-
fishing derbies are scheduled through 
spring. Club members fish for free at 
all scheduled derbies. Upcoming derby 
dates are January 5 and 19, and Febru-
ary 12 and 22.

Club luncheon meetings are held at 
12:00 Noon on the fourth Friday of 
each month in the Garden Room at 
Rec Ctr 1. If interested in attending a 
meeting, joining the club as we begin 
the trout season, or want to ocean fish 
with us from Dana Point, call Nick 
Morenc, 588-6223, or John Waters, 
951-7720.

Dave Ruff, 415-5644

Games this month are: January 6 – 
Individual Low Net; January 13 – Best 
Ball Twosome; January 20 – Winter 
Tournament; and January 27 – Team 
Scramble. Dollar Days for the month 
are January 13 and 27.

Hal Steele, 419-0656

mixers with other O.C. paddle tennis 
clubs, and our Sadie Hawkins Tourna-
ment (ladies ask the men to be their 
partners in a mixed doubles event). 
We ended 2015 with our holiday party 
enjoying each other’s company. As 
always, a good time was had by all.

Don’t forget it’s time for 2016 dues, 
only $10 a year.

Ginnie Swartz, 361-8442

PICKLEBALL
The first Pickleball Round Robin took 

place Sunday, December 6 on our own 
courts. There were three groups, with 
four members playing in each group.

Group 1 winners were Ron Aarset, 
first place, with Dorothy Aarset taking 
second place. Group 2 winners were 
Roger Hobbs in first place and Denise 
French in second place. Group 3 win-
ners were Gary Everson taking first 

“Your loved ones are safe with us. Always” 

Warning! 
   

E-mail : donnington@att.net 

(714) 530-7946 

All of our caregivers are : 
Health screened and Drug tested. 
Criminal background checked.  
Covered by Workers Comp/Bond.    
W-2 Employees. NOT 1099s. 
Trained to our very high standards.
  

Always ask a Homecare Agency for their Workers Compensation Policy & 
proof that caregivers are W-2s, or you might become their employer! 

Website : donningtoncorp.com 
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PICKLEBALL
Continued from page 19

SHUFFLEBOARD
The Cardinals and Roadrunners had 

a special treat in November when Har-
court Real Estate Properties brought us 
lunch and took pictures of us in league 
play. Hopefully, the publicity will in-
crease interest in playing the fun game 
of shuffleboard.

Thursday morning winners were 
down to the wire. Play resumes in mid-
January with new teams. Watch for the 
fall winners. Wednesday night Pot of 
Gold resumes in January.

Super Sunday continues to be of 
great interest. The latest winners were 
1st place, Carol Zinsmeister and John 
Richardson, 2nd place, Judy Martin and 
Howard Reafsnyder, and 3rd place, Mo 

TENNIS
Thank you for serving, 2015 officers, 

and welcome aboard, officers of 2016! 
Incoming are Merritt Oldaker, presi-
dent; Sondra Nelson, vice-president; 
John Lind, secretary; Joe Walton, 
treasurer; and Hedy Kane, tournament 
director.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

NORMAN MURRAY 
CENTER

January Events

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

place with Frank Geronimo and Butch 
Nelson tied for second place.

Some of our pickleball players ven-
tured to a tournament in Oceanside 
where Frank Geronimo and Joanne 
Hedgespeth did us proud by winning 
gold medals in the 3.0 division.

Open court is held Mondays and Sat-
urdays 10:30 AM to 12:00 Noon, Tues-
days 4:00 to 5:30 PM and Fridays 8:30 
to 10:00 AM at the tennis courts. All 
are welcome to watch, learn and play.

Liz Rickett, 309-9035

Caywood and Ron Ransom. Next event 
takes place on January 17.

Instruction and practice continues 
every Friday at 10:00 AM. Everyone 
is welcome. Just a reminder, dues are 
due this month. Make checks payable 
to CdS Shuffleboard for $10.

Happy and healthy New Year to all!
Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Grab your racket and join us on Fri-
days at 10:30 AM to hit with beginning 
and pre-intermediate players. Come 
on Saturdays at 9:30 AM to hit with 
people up to the intermediate level. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7:00 
PM, you can enjoy open doubles with 
a fun-loving, ever-improving group of 
players at various levels.

Besides whacking a tennis ball, we 
know how to celebrate, as attested by 
our recent rollicking holiday party. We 
spice our tournaments with mimosas 
and lots of laughs. Come and support 
our club, friends and friends-to-be. You 
can sign up and pay your $10 annual 
dues at Rec Ctr 1.

Joe Walton, 273-8696

The City Council meetings will re-
sume on Tuesday, January 12, at 6:00 
PM. Meetings are the second and fourth 
Tuesdays in the Council Chambers 
across from the Library. Residents are 
always welcome to attend.

Candidates for the 2016 City Council 
election who have announced to date 
are: former Mayor Trish Kelley, who 
initiated the City’s Character Program 
and spearheaded our adoption of the 
Marine Corps Headquarters Battalion 
at Camp Pendleton, and Olympic gold 

medalist Brian Goodell, who currently 
serves as a Community Service Com-
missioner. Watch for more announce-
ments about the election. 

The new bocce ball courts at the 
Murray Center are scheduled to open 
in February, weather permitting. Sev-
eral of our residents spoke in favor of 
building the courts, certainly expedit-
ing the planning and construction of 
the new courts. This is an example of 
our City Council listening and acting 
on a request from residents.

I wish a happy and healthy New Year 
to all of our residents.

Did you receive a new iPad for Christ-
mas? If so, you have an opportunity 
to improve your skills every Tuesday 
during January and February from 3:00 
to 4:00 PM. Ed Schwartz will teach the 
basics so that you can get the most out 
of it. (You may also stay from 4:00 to 
5:00 PM for additional practice with a 
student expert.) Then from 4:00 to 5:00 
PM Ed Swartz will teach you how to 
use Microsoft Windows, e-mail, and 
cloud services. Bring your laptop and 
be prepared to take notes.

Osteoporosis and osteopenia are 
common concerns for older adults. On 
Thursday, January 7, at 1:00 PM learn 
of new machines that could increase 
bone density, muscle strength and bal-
ance, as well as reduce pain.

On Monday, January 11, at 10:00 AM 
the Hearing Loss Chapter will present 
Bill Rouser and his special program, 
Hearing Loss 101, discussing common 
myths and aspects of mental health for 
the hard of hearing. Bill draws from his 
own personal experience with severe 
hearing loss. Contact pwkirkeby@cox.
net for more info.

Social Security is the foundation of 
American retirement income. Learn 
the benefits, when to start withdrawing, 

and what to expect, presented by Credit 
Counseling Service of Orange County 
on Tuesday, January 12, at 4:00 PM. 

Learn what your cell phone can do for 
you concerning calendar functions, the 
internet, skype, music, YouTube, news, 
and search topics to find answers in a 
few seconds. It’s called Cellular Phone 
Know How on Thursday, January 14, 
at 1:00 PM.

Medicare for Dummies takes place 
on Tuesday, January 19, at 10:00 AM. 
Learn the basics of this national insur-
ance plan for those 65 and over. The 
traditional plan, the advantage plan, 
prescription coverage, supplemental 
plans, timing, what is and is not cov-
ered and common misconceptions will 
be discussed by the Health Insurance 
and Counseling Advocates Program 
(HICAP).

On Wednesday, January 20, at 12:30, 
Dr. Charles Efrig, retina specialist, will 
lecture on macular degeneration, what 
it is, and what can be done.

Are you planning to move mom or 
dad? Learn from the Council on Aging 
and Alzheimers Association about how 
to assess and manage life changes for 
those you love on Saturday, January 
30, from 9:00 AM to Noon.  All of the 
above are free but require reservations. 

SMALL TALK

The Small Talk column is on hiatus. 
It will return soon.

WHAT’S COOKING IN
CASTA?

What’s Cooking in Casta will re-
turn next month. 

ALIVE AND KICKING

The Alive and Kicking column is on 
hiatus. It will return soon.
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Vincent Price Art Museum 

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

DAY TRIPPING

I had heard of this place for many 
years but never visited. A friend lives 
in West Los Angeles; we live here. This 
sounded like a great place to meet. 

The museum, housed in a separate 
building on campus, began in 1957 
when Vincent Price and his wife do-

nated 90 pieces from their personal 
collection to the college art gallery to 
establish the first “teaching art collec-
tion” housed at a community college. 
They later donated an additional 2,000 
objects. The permanent collection now 
has over 9,000 objects. It includes 
artwork from ancient civilizations 
in Central and South America, with 
a concentration of art from Western 
Mexico and Peru.

There are seven galleries. When we 
visited, four were open, three that house 
permanent collections. One displays 
Form and Function in Ancient America 
with objects dating from 2,000 BCE to 
1,500 CE. Another gallery showcases 

Modern Expressions of Figure and 
Form with modern art works in a range 
of media, technique, and styles. The 
third, Makings of Mexican Modern-
ism, features prints and paintings from 
the late 1800s to the 1960s by some 
of Mexico’s most significant modern 
artists. The fourth gallery highlighted 
student work.

Of all the displays, I was most im-
pressed by the ceramics. The student 
work was juried, and was also inter-
esting. The people who work in the 
museum are all students. We enjoyed 
talking with them about their artwork 
and the museum. I was sorry the other 
galleries, which display altars for El 

Dia de los Muertos, were not open.

The museum is located at 1301 
Avenida Cesar Chavez, Monterey 
Park. Admission is free. Parking is in a 
structure nearby. Hours are 12:00 Noon 
to 4:00 PM on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays and 12:00 Noon 
to 7:00 PM on Thursdays. Check the 
website to see what exhibits are cur-
rently showing. If you choose to go, 
copy the directions from the website. 

Monterey Park has many excellent 
Asian and Mexican restaurants. It 
doesn’t take a long time to tour the mu-
seum. You might want to check Yelp 
and find a restaurant nearby.

Jim Gordon could not escape a career 
in music. His great grandmother was 
approached by a young man in the si-
lent movie theater where she played the 
piano as background music. Holding a 
sheet of music he had composed in his 
hand, he told her, “If you can play this 
music, I will marry you.” She did and 
he did and the music continued.

Jim’s grandfather taught all his kids 
how to play an instrument, and they 
all played music nightly on the radio 
in Montana. Most went to Hollywood 
to pursue music careers, but Jim’s dad 
stayed in Montana where he worked as 
an electrical engineer.

At age 2, Jim began to play the 
piano. He began formal lessons at 5, 
studied the clarinet at age 11, joined 
the musicians’ union at age 14, played 
professionally all through high school 
and studied arranging and composition. 
During this time, he was also involved 
in electronics, had an amateur radio 
license and built a number of electronic 
devices for music. After high school, 
he received a scholarship to the Los 
Angeles Conservatory of Music.

In Los Angeles, he worked as a studio 
musician, recording with many famous 
artists including the Andrews Sisters, 
Ricky Nelson, Glen Campbell, Rod 

JIM GORDON, THE MUSIC MAN
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

Jim uses this synthesizer to combine his two 
passions: electronics and music.

Stewart, Ray Charles and Pat Boone.

In the late ‘70s, he became interested 
in computers. He built a computer, 
left Hollywood and moved to Orange 
County where he became a computer 
programmer.

In 1990, he combined his interest in 
music with his interest in computers. 
He began composing and recording 
music in his own studio using different 
synthesizers and acoustic instruments, 
some of which he had designed and 
built.

Last year Jim got raves for his work 

CHESS ANYONE?
The only disappointment Jim has 

encountered living here at Casta is 
that there is no chess group. Any-
one interested in playing chess? 
Contact Jim Gordon at 472-0241.

Jim at his keyboards in his home studio.

accompanying the Variety Show. If 
you don’t want to wait until then to 
hear his music, you can pull up his 
website at www.jimsjazz.com to learn 
more about him and see him in action 
in videos.
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Continued on page 23

I am reporting a vicious scam. I am 
deeply ashamed to admit that I came 
close to falling for it but quit just in 
time. It still cost me $99. I had to can-
cel my credit card to prevent further 
damage, and put out a warning because 
my best friend lost $5,000 on the same 
scam. I realized how dangerous and 
prevalent it is. Furthermore, I have had 
two more calls from the same crook.

Here is what happens: You receive 
a call from a caller with a strong In-
dian accent claiming that he is from 
Microsoft and that your computer is 
infested with dangerous viruses. He 

Variety is the spice of life. Make choices, take chances, have no routine. 
Don’t be a stick in the mud, seek out new challenges, new opportunities.

Here are just 10 ways you can make your life more interesting and even 
exciting.

 1.  Read books with lots of different words.

 2.  Eat at restaurants that offer more than one choice on the menu.

 3. Have friends with different names.

 4. When talking, say different things.

 5.  Put on different underwear now and then.

 6.  When looking at the sky at night, see more than one star.

 7. Breath both in and out.

 8.  When watching TV, occasionally change the channels.

 9. Go both up and down stairs.

 10.  Try brushing a different tooth each morning.

LEAD AN EXCITING LIFE
By Kent Lihme

SNOWFLAKES
By Kent Lihme

asks many questions, apparently to 
acquaint himself with your computer. 
In the process, he gets your credit card 
number or bank account number and 
your social security number. (This is 
where I bailed out but my friend did 
not.) He is very slick and persistent. 
He will claim to clean your computer 
and maintain it for X-number of years, 
depending on what you order. You 
complete the transaction and he goes 
to work to immediately clean out your 
accounts! 

I am not a fool, but this time I was 
caught. Do not fall for this scam.

TELEPHONE SCAMor, perhaps, punch out little animal designs 
like animal crackers. Tiny little flower shapes 
would be nice too. I guess the snowflake fac-
tory could always reissue the old shapes but 
this time in the colors.

Oh yes, one more snowflake statistic: 87 
percent of the world’s pro-
duction of snowflakes today 

Well, here we are again, in the depth of winter and haven’t seen a single 
snowflake. Up close anyway.

However, had we lived near Fort Keogh, Montana, on January 28, 1887, 
we would have seen snowflakes 15 inches in diameter and eight inches thick. 
Up close too.

The American Meteorological society stated this was not an isolated 
incident either. But, of course, these things always happen far away in the 
good old days.

Do you know snowflakes are not just frozen raindrops? No, that’s sleet. 
Snowflakes are clusters of ice crystals formed in clouds. Some scientists say 
no two snowflakes are exactly alike. How do they know? Have scientists 
looked carefully at each snowflake to make sure? Maybe they just do random 
samplings.

Wouldn’t it be fun to sneak in some duplicate snowflakes? Perhaps one 
will fall in Siberia and another in the Peruvian mountains? I doubt anyone 
would notice.

Someday the snowflake factory will run out of original patterns. What 
will happen when they do? Maybe they should try to alphabet snowflakes 

comes from China.

Identity theft is a problem any time of the year. But, while consumers are focused 
on giving during the holidays, crooks are focused on taking. If there’s one thing 
consumers don’t need during the holidays, it’s identity theft.

The National Foundation for Credit Counseling (NFCC) offers the following tips 
to help consumers protect themselves from identity theft during the busy holiday 
season:

 1.  Be aware of your surroundings. Sidewalks and malls will be crowded and 
shoppers will be distracted — and this is the perfect environment for a pick-
pocket. If someone bumps into you, don’t assume it was an accident. Clutch 
your purse closely at your side or in front of you with the wallet hidden at the 
bottom or stow wallets in an inside coat pocket.

 2.  Don’t carry large sums of cash. Charge your purchases or use a debit card. 
Just remember that credit cards offer some protections that debit cards don’t. 
When you use a credit card, you can dispute a purchase before paying for it. 
With a debit card, the money is removed from your account at the time of the 
purchase. A thief can wipe out your checking or savings account before you 
ever realize the theft has taken place.

 3.  Guard your PIN number at the ATM. Be aware of anyone lurking around 
the ATM, and if someone is standing too close, simply ask him or her to step 

11 BEST TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY
DURING THE HOLIDAYS
Printed from the Associa website
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Continued on top of column 3

GARAGE DOOR PROBLEMS?... 

24 years experience in garage door repairs and service 
CA Contractors License # 689204 

Call Bob Massey, resident of Casta del Sol. 

949-444-1259 
or 

949-380-1149 

Continued on page 26

The Vegetable Garden 
Club had a problem. The 
plots are identified by num-
ber, but the old plot ID tags, 
small tiles bought at Home 
Depot and hand lettered by 
club members, were long 
past their prime. The club 
looked at various alterna-
tives but could find nothing 
reasonable, durable and at-
tractive. One of the mem-
bers suggested contacting 
the Ceramics Club to see 
if they could come up with 
something.

Randy Gish, Vegetable 
Club president, met with 
Shelly Lethiot, President 
of the Ceramics Club, to 
explore the possibility of 

VEGETABLE GARDEN AND CERAMICS CLUBS, A 
PERFECT PAIR
Article and photos by Liz Rickett

working together to create a tag. Shelly 
immediately rose to the challenge. 

New identification tag installed on a plot 
fence

Old identification tag

A cost estimate was determined after 
which the Ceramics Club came up with 

seven to ten sample styles for 
approval by the Vegetable 
Garden Club.

The Vegetable Garden 
Club approved one design. 
Now the real work began for 
the Ceramics Club. They had 
to not only make and fire the 
tags, they had to place the 
holes on the tags correctly 
after determining the size 
of the screw holes needed. 
In addition, Ceramics Club 
members had to mark each 
tag, by hand, with the correct 
lot identification number.

All wood fenced garden 
plots, 85% of the total plots, 
now have the new identifi-
cation number tags affixed. 
This is a great example of 
cooperation among Casta del 
Sol clubs and the use by one 
club of the talents in another.

back. Thieves can also install devices that read your information at the ATM 
without you knowing it. If you notice anything unusual about the ATM, use 
a different one, and report what you’ve seen to the bank.

 4.  Don’t let your credit card get out of your sight. Unscrupulous clerks or 
waiters can copy your card information or swipe your card into a second card 
reader and later make a new credit card for themselves. Worse yet, they can 
sell your information to an organized crime ring.

 5.  Lighten your wallet. Remove anything from your wallet that you don’t ab-

solutely need to have with you. That way, if someone is successful in stealing 
it, they won’t get as much. Never carry your Social Security card with you, 
but check other cards that might use your SSN as an identifier. If you’re not 
going to be using your checkbook, leave it at home.

 6.  Make copies of your credit cards. Copy both sides of all your cards. If you 
lose your wallet, you’ll have easy access to all of your account numbers and 
phone numbers, allowing you to alert your bank immediately.

 7.  Keep up with all receipts. Not only will you need them to make returns easily, 
but crooks are very interested in stealing the information they contain. Never 
stuff the receipts into your car visor or leave them exposed in any way.

 8.  Open your credit card statements as soon as they arrive. Check the bill 
for any unauthorized purchases. Even better, keep a watchful eye on your ac-

11 BEST TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY
DURING THE HOLIDAYS
Continued from page 22

11 BEST TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY
DURING THE HOLIDAYS
Continued from bottom of column 2
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VARIETY CLUB PROMO PARTY
By Sara Henninger, photos by Kip Isbell

Colleen Gamarra and Karen Krausen running the Margarita Machine

Sara Henninger, Jim Gordon and Gene Weaver making music

Guests enjoying the food and entertainment 

Jerry and his grandson, Dylan Wasserman, at the Korean War 
Memorial

Jerry at the 
World War II 
Memorial

The Variety Club held its second 
annual promo party on November 13. 
More than 70 people attended. The club 
provided a nice buffet filled with all 
kinds of snacks, along with margarita 
mixes and wine to please most anyone’s 
palette.

The Variety Club members put on a 
program to give their audience a taste 
of what the show would be all about. 
Sara Henninger and Gene Weaver sang 
a duet, Side by Side, and Stan Krausen 
and Gene Weaver did a reading from 
an old-time radio show. Laurie Naliboff 
sang You’ve Got a Friend and Jim 
Gordon delighted everyone with his im-

promptu piano playing. Eleanor Raifs-
nyder showed everyone her whistling 
talents. Liz Rickett gave an overview 
of how she came to be involved in the 
show and how she ultimately ended up 
as an Indian Princess. Kim Urick, the 
club president, talked a bit about the 
upcoming Variety Club shows which 
will be held the first week of May. 

There were raffle prizes, and every-
one had a good time. If you are inter-
ested in any aspect of putting on the 
2016 Variety Club Show, we invite you 
to attend our casting party on January 
10, at 2:30 PM in the Garden Room. 
Stop by and see what’s going on. 

JERRY SILVERSTEIN AND THE TOUR OF HONOR
By Liz Rickett, photos submitted by Jerry Silverstein

Long-time Casta del Sol resident 
Jerry Silverstein, profiled in the August 
2015 Courier as the recipient of the 
Volunteer Merit Award from the Cali-
fornia Parks and Recreation Society, 
received another award. He received 
a Tour of Honor by Honor Flight, 
Southland.

This national organization awards 
honorees with an all expense paid 
three-day trip to Washington to tour the 
Capital’s memorials to World War II.

Jerry was an Infantry Instructor dur-
ing WWII. For the Flight, veterans can 
take a companion paying all expenses 
for this person. Jerry chose his grand-
son, history buff, Dylan Goldwasser. 
Jerry was last in DC before any of 

the memorials were constructed. His 
grandson was in DC for his eighth-
grade trip, after which he declared he 
wanted to see the memorials again but 
this time with his granddad.

The trip began with a chartered flight 
from LAX. In Washington, the group 
visited Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Iwo Jima Memorial, the U.S. Air 
Force Memorial, the National World 
War II Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, 
Vietnam Veterans and Korean War 
Veterans Memorial and the Navy 
Memorial.

If you want to know more about this 
organization, check the website honor 
flight.org.
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23442 El Toro Rd. Bldg 2, Lake Forest, CA www.freedomvillage.org

Open to the public.    (949) 472-4733

Please call to schedule a tour and feel the 
Freedom Village di�erence. 

Call Freedom Village Assisted Living to learn about our 
short-term respite care programs with personalized 

care, 5-star dining, medication management and 
rejuvenating activities. 

Our licensed nurses and caregivers are here to take care 
of your loved ones around the clock.

Serving Southern California for over 25 years 

 CalBRE# 01964400 

Nick Sarris – REALTOR® 
(949) 887-6163 

nsarris@gmrealtyOC.com 

Tony L. Salay – REALTOR® 
(949) 306-0477 

tsalay@gmrealtyOC.com  

GM Realty Group is pleased to announce the addition  
of Nick Sarris to the GM team. 

ALL NEW LISTINGS WILL RECEIVE  
A HOME STAGING PACKAGE FROM  

BLUE IRIS STAGING, 
COMPLIMENTS OF GM REALTY.  

IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY WORKING WITH AN BROKER OR AGENT, THIS IS NOT A SOLICITATION. 

 CalBRE# 01973281  
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IN MEMORIAM

Howard Christensen
Sydney Gordon
David Lindahl

Courier Volunteers
The Courier expresses its gratitude to these dedicated volunteers who, 

each month, pack the paper for distribution. The next stuffing date is Friday, 
January 29, 10:30 AM in the Vista Room. 
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counts by going online and reviewing your accounts each week. If you notice 
anything out of the ordinary, report it immediately to your bank. Doing so 
will likely remove any payment responsibility you might have for fraudulent 
purchases.

 9.  Secure all personal information even while at home. Unfortunately, many 
times an ID thief is someone we know. During the holidays, you may have 
guests in your home. Remove temptation by putting personal information out 
of sight.

 10.  Consider signing up for a credit monitoring service. Such services alert you 
via email anytime there is an inquiry or other activity to your credit report. In 
other words, if someone tries to open an account in your name, you’ll know 
about it. Such services are offered by all of the major credit reporting bureaus, 
and could be money well-spent.

 11.  Order your credit report. Consumers are allowed one free credit report ev-
ery 12 months from each of the three bureaus. Order a report now from one 
bureau, and order another one in January from a different bureau. This will 
give you a good snapshot of activity and will alert you to anything unusual.

11 BEST TIPS TO PROTECT YOUR IDENTITY
DURING THE HOLIDAYS
Continued from page 23

BONUS: If you want to take extra precaution, you may want to purchase 
an RFID-blocking wallet to protect against wireless identity theft. While 
not common, wireless identity theft can occur if a person with an RFID 
reader is in close proximity to you and your RF-enabled cards.

In spite of all your efforts, if you are victimized by ID theft, contact an 
NFCC Member Agency for help. Their certified counselors can walk 
you through the steps to recovery. To find the agency closest to you, dial 
(800) 388-2227, or go online www.nfcc.org. To locate a Spanish speaking 
counselor, call (800) 682-9832.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
20 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

I BUY CARS 
LICENSED AND BONDED CAR DEALER 
NEEDS YOUR OLD CAR. TOP DOLLAR 

PAID FOR NICE CLEAN CARS. 
CALL: CAPISTRANO CAR CO. 
CDS RESIDENT: (949) 364-6720 

BATHROOM REMODELING 

Showers, Cabinets. Lic.538182 
Steve Westman: 949-290-1591 

BEAUTY 
AVON PRODUCTS 

Call Nancy Miller at 949-454-1048 for 
FREE brochures and samples. 

FEEL GOOD, LOOK GOOD, 
as a Mary Kay Consultant I can show you how! 

Call me for you free pampering session!  
Christine Johnson: (949) 677-1179 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

DRAPERIES 

ACCURATE WINDOW COVERINGS 
Draperies – Blinds – Shutters - Shades 

Sales – Installations – Repairs 
SALE  10% to 50% off 

Serving Casta Del Sol for over 15 years 
Call 949-588-7002 Lic#794804 / Insured 

www.accuratewindowcoverings.net 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 
GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 

Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 
Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 

and all personal needs. 
Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 

Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

CHERISHED 
IN-HOME-CARE SERVICES 

for seniors, provides transportation, 
meal preparation, grocery shopping, 

errands, laundry, housekeeping, bathing, 
and dressing. Caregivers thoroughly 

screened, licensed and bonded. 
Call Gloriana or Mark at (949) 556-0412 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER 
For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

Caregiver: Experienced and Reliable. 
Call Ella: 949-525-3374 

CAROL & KATHYS IN HOME SERVICES 
- with a Personal Touch!! 
Please call 949-228-0394 

EXPERIENCED/RELIABLE/CERTIFIED 
For all of your personal needs & activities 

of daily living. Jeannie: 949-228-4950 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS 
CASTA RESIDENT WITH 24 YRS EXPER. 

Call Bob: 949-444-1259 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

KING CONSTRUCTION  
Specializing in kitchen and bath remodels. 
Fully insured. Lic # 687452. Over 26 years 

in business. Other services include: 
painting, patio covers, electrical, tile, 

doors, windows, etc. Many CdS customers. 
References available. Call for Free 

Estimates: (949) 697-8967 
GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 
Clear the way for the rain. Ref. Serving  
Since 1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

HOME REPAIR DOCTOR 
From the roof to the floor 
and everything in between 

I’m your man: Perry Green. 
Lic. 815633. Many CdS Refs. 

Please call: 714-609-4473 

“THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 
CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 

Handyman & Home Improvement Services 
Custom Painting*Drywall*Acoustic Removal 

Electrical*Plumbing*Most Home Repairs 
Cabinet Refinishing & Refacing! 

25 yrs. of Casta References. CSLB#698412 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Christmas Tree Set up and light installation. 
Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Repair 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

HOME REPAIR, ETC. 
Handyman services: painting, carpentry, 

assembly, installations, drywall, electrical, 
plumbing & more. 

Call Bob @ 949.716.3805 
Bobjanmill@cox.net. 
HOUSECLEANING 

SPARKLING CLEANING HUS./WIFE 
2 Br. - 2 Ba. Starting at $55.00. Wkly or 

Bi-Wkly.  Full Service Cleaning. All 
Supplies Provided. Honest, Reliable, 

CDS References. Serving  
Since 1990. Gary/Leslie 949-683-0889 

TOM'S HOUSECLEANING SINCE 1982 
EUROPEAN/JAPANESE 

Free Estimates-Flat Fee-No surprises. 
Quality work at fair rates - total trust! 

Own equipment and environmentally friendly 
supplies. Happy customers in Casta Del Sol 

since 1991. 
Please call: 949-838-6696 

EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 

estimates. Doing business 18 years. Casta del 
Sol & Laguna Woods. We speak 

Call: 949-461-0108 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

WANT YOUR HOUSE CLEAN AND 
ORGANIZED? 

Kate Martin’s Cleaning Service 
Insured. All supplies provided. 10+ years exp!! 

Same person will always clean your place! 
Free estimates! CdS ref available: 949-637-6614 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

KITCHEN REFINISHING & REFACING 
TRANSFORM your outdated kitchen with  

New Doors, Drawer Boxes & Pantry Pull-outs! 
25 yrs. of CdS References CSLB#698412 

KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611 
MEDICAL EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

Electric Hospital Bed $500, Alt Pressure 
Air Mattress $400, Patient Lift $400, 

2 Wheelchairs $80 each, 2 Power Chairs. 
CdS resident - Call: 949-444-6101 

MOBILE SCREEN REPAIR 

AVERAGE WINDOW re-screened - $25. 
Min. 2 screens.  We also do patio & front 

door re-screening & replacement. 
Free estimates.  Gary 949-683-0889 

PAINTING 

CUSTOM INTERIOR PAINTING 
CABINET REFINISHING 

Acoustic Ceiling Removal & Drywall Repair 
Wallpaper Removal * 25 yrs. CdS References 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 CSLB#698412 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PET CARE 

FIRST CLASS PET SITTING 
"YOUR PETS DESERVE THE BEST" 

Great Rates and References available 
Bonded and Insured 

We are Casta Residents - Senior discounts! 
See our website for more information 

www.firstclasspetsittingca.com LIKE us on 
www.facebook.com/firstclasspetsittingca 
Contact Richard or Jeri: 949-273-9030 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

GALAXY PLUMBING 
For a job done right the first time call us! 

Senior discount. Many happy CDS customers. 
Lic.C36-713224 

 Call Jose: 949-677-0288 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES 

Barbara & Richard 
CDS RESIDENTS - Enrolled Agent. 

Pick-up, our house or your house 
appointments. Call: 949-859-1152 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent (CdS Res.) 

● IRS & CTEC Registered Tax Preparer 
● Bonded ● Individual Tax Returns 

● Corporations ● Partnership ● Trust ● Gift 
For appointments call: 949.716.9970 

TILE & STONE INSTALLATION 

Tile / Wood. Steve Westman. 25 yrs. 
experience: 949-443-1299. Lic.538182 

WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute Real 

Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.droeschproperties.com 

WINDOW CLEANING 

SPARKLING WINDOWS. 
All Windows, Screens & Tracks (Inside & Out) 

starting at $55. Service Casta since 1990. 
Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

33 years in Orange County 
$45-$55. Inside/outside. Screens & tracks. 
(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 

Also Gutter Cleaning & Power Washing! 
 
 All classified ads including inserts/flyers 

must be submitted, pre-approved for content 
and paid for in advance before the 21st of the 

month prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: CastaCourier@Cox.net 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


