
Frank Murray: Doctor, Teacher,
Stargazer
By Lois Rothschild, photo courtesy of University of Wisconsin

Casta del Sol is a Water Hero
By Josh Hodosh, General Manager

Celebration of Pool Reopening
at Recreation Center 1
By Sara Henninger, photos by Kip Isbell 

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 6

I am proud to report 
that Casta del Sol 

Homeowners’ Asso-
ciation has received 
recognition from Santa 
Margarita Water Dis-
trict (SMWD) for be-
ing one of their Water 
Heroes.

In 2015 alone, CdS 
has complied with the 
mandated water re-
strictions and began a 
turf renovation project, 
which to date has reim-
bursed the HOA with 
$61,642 in rebates. The 
project removes grass 
in large common areas, while putting 
in attractive low-water use plants. 
Currently CdS is in phase 2 of the turf 

Members of the SMWD Board of Directors and Casta 
representatives, Board Treasurer Arthur Rosen, 
Greenbelt Committee Chair Randy Gish, Greenbelt 
Committee member Linda Nohe , and General 
Manager Josh Hodosh

Look up into a clear night sky, 
and you may understand why Dr. 

Frank Murray has spent almost eight 
decades being interested in astronomy. 
Since exploring the heavens as a small 
boy with a new telescope, he’s been 
fascinated by the universe, he says.

But there’s much more to Frank than 
stargazing. He’s also a down-to-earth 
kind of guy with a solid background in 
science, physics and math. In 1952, he 
was drafted and assigned to an Army 
medical research facility at Ft. Knox, 
where he conducted electroencepha-
lograms. That sparked his interest in 
medicine, which he studied at the 
University of Wisconsin.

Frank and his wife, Ione, had two 
children while Frank was still in medi-
cal school, and four more after he went 
into practice in a Milwaukee suburb. 
Still, with a growing family and a 
busy practice, Frank knew there was 
something else.

“I wanted a relationship with my 
patients, and was interested in HMOs,” 
he said, referring to health maintenance 
organizations. “In 1971, I came to 
California for a seminar at USC, and 

met doctors from Kaiser Permanente. 
It was a group model HMO.” Frank 
joined Kaiser, and two years later 
he was president of the South Bay 
service area. He spent six months at 
the Harvard Business School in the 
advanced management program, and 
became medical director and chairman 
of the board of the Southern California 
Permanente Medical Group. “When I 
returned to California I started to make 
some changes,” he said.

His influence in quality assurance 

A wonder-
ful event 

was held last 
month to cel-
ebrate com-
pletion of the 
pool area re-
model at Rec 
Ctr  1 .  The 
175 to 200 
who attended 
were treated 
to music and 
dancing and socializing with friends and neighbors. There was cake and punch 
and lots of camaraderie.

Casta del Sol’s New Strummers group provided music, as did Kip Isbell, DJ 
extraordinaire. Barbara Harris and several others got out on the concrete and did 
a little line dancing. General Manager Josh Hodosh and Board Chair Jerry Miller 
did the honors and spoke about the time and effort on the part of many that it took 

Baby Boomers 
Halloween Mash
Photos by Kip Isbell

Barbara Brantley, Jayne Freed and 
Darrelyn Wood Bob and Diane Massey

renovation project and should receive 
an additional rebate of up to $25,000.

Continued on page 6 to complete this project. 
The City of Mission Viejo 
was represented by council 
members Greg Raths and 
his wife, Frank Ury and 
Wendy Bucknum.

Looking at the pool area, 
one cannot help but think 
that a photo of it should be 
on a postcard. If you have 
not yet seen it, take a trip 
over to the Rec Ctr. You 
will delight in tall palm 
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Jerie Miller, President

As I was typing 
the President’s Mes-
sage for this month’s 
Courier, this thought 
s t ruck me,  “How 
could it be December 
already? I’m just get-
ting over July.”

I just returned from a stroll around 
the revitalized Pool 1 area. I feel con-
fident our residents, as well as potential 
newcomers, will be mesmerized by the 
beauty and the increased utility afford-
ed by this project. The pool renovation 
project is an outstanding example of 
how our committee volunteer system 
can function. On behalf of the Board, I 
would like to thank all the committees 
and subcommittees involved for a job 
well done. We will all benefit from the 
increased asset value. If you haven’t 
done so, please take a minute and visit 
the much-improved pool at Rec Ctr 1. 

I was going to comment on the library 
project, but at the time of this writing, 
I’m a week shy of being able to see the 
finished product. I’m sure it will live up 
to our expectations.

On a sad note, Casta del Sol recently 
lost one of its truly visionary residents, 
Harriet Behrens. Harriet was the prin-
cipal guiding light involved in the 
creation and growth of the Heritage 
Garden. If it is green and it grows, 
Harriet would know all about it. We, 
along with her fellow gardeners and 
many others, will miss her.

In closing, I would like to wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

MANAGER’S
REPORT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
•  Survey Results on 

Minors Using the 
Facilities
In July, along with 

the Master Plan Sur-
vey, the Board of 
Directors approved 
inserting an opinion survey on minors 
using our facilities. The survey asked 
if homeowners believe access to the 
recreation facilities on a limited basis 
with specific restrictions should be 
permitted for guests less than 18 years 
of age.

At the October 15 Board meeting, 
Ron Hagen from the consulting firm 
ICG reported the results. Residents 
who voted did not favor the Board 
developing language in the rules and 
allowing minors to have access to the 
recreation facilities on a limited basis. 
The tally was 376 in favor of allowing 
the use and 508 against, with 46% of 
households responding.

The Board understands this subject 
can be a hot topic for homeowners and 
wanted me to let residents know they 
do not have any immediate plans to 
take action on anything relating to this 
item at this time.

• Coupon Books
Homeowners will be receiving billing 

statements for the January assessment. 
The purpose of sending out statements 
for the first assessment of the year is 
to give homeowners an opportunity 
to balance their association account. 
Many homeowners are surprised to 
discover they have either over or un-
derpaid their monthly assessments and 
that they actually have a credit or an 
unpaid balance. By sending a statement 
for the January payment, homeowners 
may make corrections to their accounts 
as needed. The 2016 coupon books 
will be sent to homeowners in January 
to be used for assessment payments 
beginning with the February 2016 pay-
ment. If you have recently moved or 
changed your mailing address, please 
call the management office at 837-4073 
to update your address or e-mail. You 
may also contact the office at tamara.
csiszer@associa.us.

LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services 
Coordinator

There are 149 two-
inch irrigation water 
meters serving the 
Homeowner Association’s landscape 
areas. Recently the Santa Margarita 
Water District (SMWD) has started in-
stalling automated metering infrastruc-
ture (AMI) meters as a pilot program 
at no cost to the HOA. The program 
consists of exchanging the original 
meter for a Badger meter with an AMI 
cellular end point. This method utilizes 
meters that transmit consumption data 
that is collected from the use of cellular 
transmitters. Each individual meter is 
equipped with a cellular transmitter 

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.
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an e-mail. See staff box on page 26 
for section editor e-mail addresses.
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submitted by e-mail by the eighth 
and may not exceed 200 words. The 
writer’s name must appear at the 
bottom of the letter.
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MAINTENANCE
REPORT
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

•  The Library is Now 
Open
The library at Rec Ctr 1 is now open, 

although not completely categorized 
until early 2016. Thank you, residents, 

New Courier Submittal Deadline:  
Deadline for submitting to the Cou-
rier is the eighth of the month for 
the paper to be delivered at the end 
of that month.

that sends the data via the cellular com-
munication system to the SMWD. The 
technology offers both SMWD and the 
end-user access to daily consumption 
data through an internet browser or 
Smartphone applications.

The SMWD will be providing access 
to a website that will allow users a 
secure login to retrieve the consump-
tion data.

So far, 11 meters have been installed 
in the domestic water zones. The land-
scape contractor will have access to 
the data.

Photo by Arthur Rosen

CORRECTION

The man in this photo is really Dave 
Croteau, who was appointed to the 
Board of Directors on October 15. 
With so many handsome men serv-

ing on committees in Casta del Sol, 
the Courier mistakenly ran a photo of 
Marty Nohe last month instead of the 
equally handsome Dave. We sincerely 
apologize for the error.

Continued on page 3
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MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT
November 19, 2015

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
October 31, 2015 shows:

Actual income of  ...................................................................... $6,435,015.36

Actual expenditures of  ............................................................. $6,226,770.46

Current year surplus ..................................................................... $208,244.90

The total investments in Reserve Money Market accounts,

Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and Bills  ................. $3,678,518.59
The total investments in Operating Money Market accounts,

Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes, Bills and

Checking Account  ................................................................. $1,706,392.80

Capital Account Balance  ............................................................... $23,955.43

Contingency Account Balance  ...................................................... $60,192.78

Re-cycling Income, year to date  .......................................................... $33.81

Operating Interest Income, year to date  .......................................... $1,945.52

Reserve Interest Income, year to date  ........................................... $28,063.10

Treasurer’s comments:
Although we have a year-to-date surplus of $208,244.90, the month of 

October had a $21,917.54 deficit. Water was $10,722.63 over budget, not a 
surprise during a hot month. Salaries were also over budget due to October 
having (three) pay periods.

Respectfully Submitted,
Arthur M. Rosen, Treasurer

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
November 19, 2015

The Board:
 •  Accepted financial report from Board Treasurer Arthur Rosen. (See report 

on this page.);
 •  Passed a resolution approving a proposal from Color West Painting in the 

amount of $358,450 to paint trim only of 354 Casta del Sol homes in 2016;
 •  Heard a report from General Manager Josh Hodosh that there was a special 

meeting yesterday about automated gates. Bids are expected in January, 
then there will be homeowner meetings;

 •  Heard a report from Josh that delinquent homeowner dues through October 
total $36,250.24;

 •  Approved a resolution to add $3,420.64 to the cost of  relocating the main 
gas line servicing the Pool 1 area in order to pay $3,337.33 to PWLC for 
additional trenching to locate the connector line;

 •  Heard a report from Landscape Services Coordinator Bill Thornton that 
two tall canary pine trees in the median near the entrance to Rec Ctr 1 are 
infested with beetles and will likely be removed on December 18 or 21. 
Note: The contractor was able to remove the trees on November 21. He 
also said that trees on Inez have been marked for removal for safety and to 
stop sidewalk damage;

 •  Approved a bad debt write-off of $2,571.95 on a property that was sold at 
foreclosure;

 •  Announced a foreclosure action with $5,525.50 at stake;
 •  Heard a report from Josh that work in the library is progressing but the 

facility may not be totally finished until January;
 •  Heard reminders from Josh that monthly homeowner dues will increase 

by $5.00 to $335.00 in January and that the annual volunteer lunch is on 
December 3;

 •  Heard from Josh that CdS has received an award from the Santa Margarita 
Water District for water conservation efforts. (See story on page 1.);

 •  Passed resolutions to pay for repairs to sewer lines at two homes caused by 
common area tree roots;

 •  Passed a resolution appointing Dave Jacobson to head the Traffic Committee, 
Valerie Hanich to temporarily head the Social Committee, and a resolution 
appointing three new members to the Architectural Committee;

 •  Passed a resolution approving the 2016 travel schedule;
 •  Heard from Valerie that the holiday home decorating contest ends on De-

cember 13 and that light switches have been installed at the fire pits at Pool 
1; and

 •  Heard from a resident thanking staff and others for getting the Pool 1 re-
model done, and from another resident who thinks the asphalt repair work 
done this year is not satisfactory.

The next regular meeting of the Board will be on December 3 at 9:00 AM 
in the Fiesta Room. There will be no workshop meeting in December. The 
next workshop will be on January 7, 2016.

Priscilla Tripp, Courier Chair

for your patience during this process. I 
hope you will find the wait was worth 
it.

• Architectural Applications

Should you consider making any ex-
terior home improvements or replace-
ments, an architectural application 
must be submitted and an approval 
received from the Architectural Com-
mittee prior to commencement of the 
project. The Committee meets monthly 
and does their best to expedite the 

Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

December 2015
Boffardi, Kathleen & Louis ........... 28267 Nebrija ......................Will Notify
 San Juan Capistrano, CA
Gibson, Gail ................................... 27995 Calle Valdes ...... (760) 835-4499
 Laguna Niguel, CA
Longobart, Rick ............................. 28292 Yanez ..........................943-0334
 Costa Mesa, CA
Martin, Virginia ............................. 28155 Espinoza ......................916-4192
 Palm Desert, CA
Pedinoff, Neil & Sharon ................ 27792 Calle Marin .................357-6345
 Laguna Hills, CA
Rogers, Frances & Robert .............. 27876 Via Torroba .................586-4462
 Redondo Beach, CA
Ross, Cynthia ................................. 28292 Yanez ..........................943-0023
 Costa Mesa, CA
Treichel, Mary & Earl .................... 28586 Barbosa .....................Will Notify
 Huntington Beach, CA

MAINTENANCE REPORT
Continued from page 2 approval process. Copies of your ap-

proved architectural applications are 
kept in the homeowner files in the 
administrative office and give you and 
prospective buyers the assurance that 
your home is in compliance.

Please call maintenance services if 
you have any questions.

Tim Roller,
Maintenance Supervisor,

455-4671
Chris Pedersen,

Maintenance Coordinator,
215-1955

- HELP REDUCE THE DAMAGE -

We spend nearly ¾ of a million dollars on asphalt paving 
each year. You can help reduce the damage to your cul de 
sac asphalt street. Put all trash barrels on ONE side of your 
Cul de Sac street.
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FOR OVER 27 YEARS 
SERVING SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 

Call THE ARSHI TEAM for a Free 
Market Evaluation! 

949-455-0606 

Casta del Sol  
Specialist 

FIRST  CLASS 
Lic.#01032834 

23662 Villena   

 
FOR SALE 

Rosa Model  
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 

23532 Via Benavente   
 

SOLD ON 08/28/2014 
Guadalupe Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1437 Sq. Ft. 

27741 Via Alberti 
 

FOR SALE 
Customized on the Golf Course 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1676 Sq. Ft. 

28151 Calle Casal 
  

FOR SALE 
Blanca Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, 1114 Sq. Ft. 

28205 Zurburan 
 

IN ESCROW 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1472 Sq. Ft. 

28572 Barbosa 
 

SOLD ON 08/21/2014 
Maya Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 

28171 Manchuca  

 
SOLD ON 04/15/2015 

Pebble Beach Model w/loft 
3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1740 Sq. Ft. 

24106 Calendula 
 

SOLD ON 01/23/2015 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft.  

28161 Manchuca   

 
IN ESCROW 

Pebble Beach Model 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1492 Sq. Ft. 

23701 Via Benavente 
   

IN ESCROW 
Blanca Model 

2 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, 1112 Sq. Ft. 

24006 Delantal 
 

SOLD ON 09/30/2015 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1471 Sq. Ft. 

28496 Barbosa 
 

SOLD ON 09/09/2014 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1495 Sq. Ft. 

23481 Ribalta 
 

SOLD ON 09/12/2014 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 

28572 Barbosa 

 
SOLD ON 11/12/2014 

Maya Model– Remodeled 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 

   

28052 Via Cernuda 

 
SOLD ON 11/01/2015 

Dona Model 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1300 Sq. Ft. 

     

     

 

28407 Alava 
 

SOLD ON 04/30/2015 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 

 

24068 Calendula  
 

SOLD ON 01/28/2015 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1471 Sq. Ft. 

 

28413 Alava  

 
SOLD ON 04/22/2015 

Maya Model 
2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1300 Sq. Ft. 

27731 Via Rodrigo 

 
SOLD ON 09/21/2015 

Rosa Model 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1505 Sq. Ft. 

23822 Villena 

 
SOLD ON 05/04/2015 

Narciso Model 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1472 Sq. Ft. 

~Happy Holidays~ 

 
 

 

 

 

28165 Manchuca 
 

SOLD ON 03/19/2015 
Monterey Model w/Loft 

2 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1856 Sq. Ft.  
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programs led to the National Commit-
tee for Quality Assurance in Wash-
ington, D.C. He also led the effort to 
install electronic medical records and 
promoted the use of nurse practitio-
ners, due to the shortage of doctors at 
the time.

Frank and Ione moved to Big Bear 
Lake, where he set up his telescope 
closer to the stars, volunteered at the 
Discovery Center and shared his en-
thusiasm about the heavens through 
teaching. The solar observatory in Big 
Bear is one of only six like it in the 
world. In 2003, when Mars and Earth 
were closer than they’d been in 60,000 
years, he could see both polar ice caps 
on Mars.

But winters in Big Bear made it dif-
ficult to see their children and grand-
children, so two years ago Frank and 
Ione moved to Casta del Sol. He serves 
on the parent board of Molina Health-
care, Inc., a Medicare HMO caring 
for citizens who receive their health 
benefits through the federal and state 
governments, and tends his collection 
of beautiful orchids. His favorites are 

FRANK MURRAY: 
DOCTOR, TEACHER, 
STARGAZER
Continued from page 1

CASTA DEL SOL IS A
WATER HERO
Continued from page 1

The SMWD Board of Directors pre-
sented the Water Hero commemora-
tive plaque to Board Treasurer Arthur 
Rosen, Greenbelt Committee Chair 
Randy Gish and Greenbelt Committee 
member Linda Nohe.

Congratulations to CdS and all those 
who made this happen.

the butterfly orchids, in brilliant blues 
and golds, which he keeps in a room 
that catches the early morning sun.

CELEBRATION OF POOL 
REOPENING AT REC CTR 1
Continued from page 1

ARCHITECTURE
As the year winds down, the Archi-

tecture Committee wishes to thank the 
residents of our community for their 
efforts in maintaining Casta del Sol’s 
well-groomed look.

You recently received our new tele-
phone book for 2015/2016. This book 
is full of information, and we encour-
age everyone to read it. Included is the 
recently revised and updated Standards 
and Guidelines for the exteriors of our 
homes. The Standards and Guidelines 
are given a lot of thought by the com-
mittee members, and any changes are 
usually the result of misunderstanding 
on the part of a resident. The rules are 
intended to keep Casta looking as good 
as when it was first built. We encour-
age anyone who is considering making 
exterior changes to their home to read 
the Standards and Guidelines for help. 
The committee is also available to help 
you on the first Tuesday of the month at 
1:00 PM in the Garden Room. Also, do 
not forget to pick up and complete an 
Application for Proposed Construction 
which is then submitted to the Archi-
tectural Committee for approval. All 

FACILITIES
The Facilities Committee would like 

to wish you all a very joyous and happy 
holiday. 

In 2015, the Facilities Committee 
completed several major projects. The 
Fiesta Room and business office floor-
ing was replaced, the walls & window 
frames painted, along with the addition 
of solar window shades. The library 
was renovated, the fireplaces on both 
sides were removed and new flooring 
was installed in the library. New and 
replacement furniture was acquired 
for the library. In 2016, we will begin 
Phase 2 of the library area with comple-
tion of the work room, rest rooms, 
recreation office, and reception area. 

The pool renovations are now com-
plete and the area is open for swimming 

BUDGET AND FINANCE
Our Board of Directors has approved 

the Budget and Finance Committee 
recommendation for the 2016 Casta 
del Sol operating budget. The annual 
budget is the result of many months of 
effort to arrive at a solid recommenda-
tion. The budget consists of 84 line 
items and represents input from many 
committees as well as the Association/
PCM staff. It is the responsibility of the 
B&F Committee to review and evalu-
ate each input and develop the overall 
budget. I want to thank all those who 
contributed to the process, and espe-
cially the Greenbelt Committee for the 
time spent and their efforts.

In response to my call for additional 
help on the B&F Committee, there were 
four interested residents. I am pleased 
to announce that we have added two 
new members to our committee. They 
are Isabella Corsini and Debbie Jantz. 
Both of these women are relatively new 
residents within Casta and bring much 
experience to our committee. They are 
looking forward to helping with the 
budget process.

work costing less than $1,000 does not 
require the $50 application fee.

The holiday season is fast approach-
ing and we remind you that seasonal 
decorations may be displayed accord-
ing to our guidelines. Holiday decora-
tions are allowed beginning 30 days 
prior to the applicable holiday and 
must be removed 15 days after that 
holiday. See Page 30, Item 12.0 of the 
telephone book for details. As you take 
down and store your decorations, we 
encourage you to take a look around 
your property for items left out in the 
foundation area. During inspections the 
committee sees bricks, rocks, pieces 
of wood, wire, pipes etc., and even a 
ladder left outside. Removing them 
and cleaning up your foundation area 
contributes to the total good looks of 
the place where we live.

Happy Holidays to all and our very 
best of wishes for 2016.

Pat Riethmeier, 770-7022
Bill Stetzel, 728-8029, Co-Chairs

Audrey Michaels, Liaison

The Budget and Finance Committee 
meets regularly on the third Monday of 
each month at 1:00 PM in the Garden 
Room.

Bill Swift, Chair, 600-6160
Arthur Rosen, Liaison 

Continued on page 8

trees swaying in the breeze alongside a 
grand design with fire pits and lighting 
and much more. It is a wonderful site. 
Sit down in the comfortable chairs and 
look out past the lovely landscaping to 
the golf course beyond.

It is events like this that bring us 
together. Casta continues to strive to 
make our community the best it can 
be as it remains a vital part of Mission 
Viejo.
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w w w . B o k e r Y a r u s s . c o m

BOKER & JAYE YARUSS

 BOKER & JAYE 
YARUSS
w w w . B o k e r Y a r u s s . c o m

BE IT MANSION OR TOWNHOME, EXPECT EXCELLENCE 
We Specialize in Casta Del Sol and Cater 
to Our Senior Friends and Neighbors BOKER YARUSS

C 949.929.7187
Boker@BokerYaruss.com

JAYE YARUSS
C 949.842.2961

Jaye@BokerYaruss.com

www.BokerYaruss .com

ROBERT “BOKER” YARUSS  |  Broker Associate  |  REALTOR®

• Member NAR, CAR, OCAR

• GRI (Graduate of the Real Estate Institute)

• CPRES (Certi� ed Probate Real Estate Specialist)

Boker is a highly quali� ed, DETAIL ORIENTED PROFESSIONAL skilled in navigating and negotiating the most dif� cult Real Estate 

transactions. Adherence to the law and attention to your needs ensures a smooth and timely transaction.

JANICE “JAYE” YARUSS  |  REALTOR®

• Member NAR, CAR, OCAR

• BSBM (Bachelor of Science in Business Management)

• SRES (Senior Real Estate Specialist)

• Notary Public

Jaye has tremendous energy and is METICULOUS IN ALL SHE DOES. She listens intently and has an uncanny empathy 

for the needs of her clients. She works closely with them to ensure a smooth and trouble-free experience.

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE
 • Customized Listing and Sales Programs
 • No-Cost “BPO” Property Evaluation
 • First Time Buyers and Financing Programs
 • Short Sales Specialists
 • Foreclosures Specialists
 • Distressed Properties - 203K (Renovation) Loans
 • Investment Properties - 1 to 4 Units
 • Luxury Real Estate - Surterre Best Buy Program

CERTIFIED PROBATE REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 • Court Approved Sales
 • Special Services for Administrators and Executors
 • Experienced in Family Trusts
 • Conservatorships / Guardianships

SENIOR REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST
 • Downsizing and Relocation
 • Relocation to Assisted Living
 • Whole House Clean Out and “Get Ready” Services
 • Donation Coordination
 • Staging for Best Showing and Quick Sale
 • No-Cost Cardboard Boxes
 • No-Cost Consultation for Families

PROFESSIONAL CLIENT SERVICES 

C A S TA  D E L  S O L  S P E C I A L I S T
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GREENBELT
Did you notice a lot of unfamiliar 

faces walking along Yanez in late Oc-
tober? Greenbelt Committee members 
Richard Ruiz and Bill Thornton were 
mapping the north side slope off Yanez 
and the small greenbelt areas to the 
south of Yanez in anticipation of the 
removal of 40 trees and the planting 
of some 57 trees. This project will be 
completed in January 2016 with the 
modification of the irrigation sprinklers 
on the north side slope. This is one of 
several Greenbelt Committee projects 
set for 2015 through 2016.

Attend any future Greenbelt meeting 
to get the latest information on what 
community projects will be occurring 
in 2016. We meet on the second Tues-
day of the month in the Garden Room 
at 9:00 AM.

PacWest has begun the formal pro-
cess of replanting many of the smaller 
slopes within Casta del Sol. These 

Member: 

 Sold in 7 Days !   Priced right 

 Staged right 

 Quickly sold  

 27646 Via Turina – Casta Del Sol 

GM Realty - serving Southern California for over 25 years 

(949) 306-0477      T.SALAY@AOL.COM 
If you are currently working with a Broker or Agent, this is not a solicitation. 

 Tony L. Salay REALTOR ® 
 CalBRE# 01964400 

• Orange County Association Realtors® 
• National Association of Realtors® 
• California Association of Realtors® 

and pool parties with enough room for 
dancing or just looking at the beautiful 
view. Some chairs and lounges were 
refurbished for the pool and spa. New 
and replacement tables, chairs, and um-
brellas were also acquired for the pool 
and spa areas and the kitchen patio.

Also in 2016, a major renovation of 
the Landscape Maintenance Facilities 
at Recreation Center 2 will take place, 
along with the refurbishment of the 
Pool 2 restrooms, showers, and lockers.   

Along with the major undertakings, 
we also oversaw the maintenance, 
repair, and replacement of sidewalk 
streets, benches, and many other vital 
workings at Casta del Sol. Please come 
and join in to be a part of the discus-
sions and help us assess the needs of 
our community. The Facilities Com-
mittee will continue to keep Casta in 
good shape for both current and future 
residents.

Interested residents are invited to at-
tend monthly meetings on the second 
Thursday of each month in the Garden 
Room at 9:00 AM. Everyone is wel-
come. If you want more information, 
or want to participate, please contact 
co-chairs Wayne Block at wmblock@

earthlink.net or Shelly Lethiot at 
shellyulv2@msn.com.

Shelly Lethiot, Co-chair, 533-3316
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

FACILITIES
Continued from page 6

Continued on page 9
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LIBRARY
New Additions to the Library
Regular Print:

Fates and Furies, Lauren Groff

Friction, Sandra Brown

God Help the Child, Toni Morrison

In a Dark, Dark Wood, Ruth Ware

Make Me, Lee Child

Robt. B. Parker’s The Devil Wins,
 Reed Farrel Coleman

See Me, Nicholas Sparks

Shadow Play, Iris Johansen

The End Game,
 Catherine Coulter & J. T. Ellison

The Girl in the Spider’s Web,
 David Lagercrantz

The Murder House,
 James Patterson & David Ellis

The Nature of the Beast, Louise Penny

The Survivor, Vince Flynn

We Never Asked for Wings,
 Vanessa Diffenbaugh

Who Do You Love, Jennifer Weiner

Large Print:

As Night Falls, Jenny Milchman

Devil’s Bridge, Linda Fairstein

Keeper’s Reach, Carla Neggers

Killing Reagan,
 Bill O’Reilly & Martin Dugard

Naked Greed, Stuart Woods

Only a Kiss, Mary Balogh

Purity, Jonathan Franzen

The Company She Kept, Archer Mayor

The Lady from Zagreb, Philip Kerr

The Royal We,
 Heather Cocks & Jessica Morgan

The Secrets She Keeps, Deb Caletti

INSURANCE
As we all know, insurance is im-

portant for every homeowner; that is 
equally true for Casta del Sol. Most 
homeowners are insured for fire and lia-
bility. However, Casta must do that plus 
insure for directors and officers, Fidel-
ity Bond, Umbrella coverage, Workers 
Compensation, and earthquake. So, it 
is vital to have a committee to review 
these requirements.

We work with a broker who knows 
our requirements and researches the 
market to find the best options avail-
able. Our broker is also a source of 
the technical detail we need to ensure 
that we are properly covered for all 
risks. With this kind of backup, there 
is no need to have in-depth insurance 
experience to participate in the com-
mittee activities. The broker usually 
provides three to five proposals for us 
to review with the final choice made 
by committee vote during three com-

GREENBELT
Continued from page 8

slopes have been without plants for a 
good portion of the summer. Hopefully, 
Casta residents will notice the disap-
pearance of mulch and the addition of 
new plants. Many residents will also 
see trees being replanted within the 
community, especially if your tree 
was a casualty of our beetle infestation 
or that pesky sewer line replacement. 
The Greenbelt Committee recognizes 
the fundamental beauty of Casta when 
there are trees blowing in the wind.

Greenbelt members could also be 
seen discussing renovation plans for 
the areas just east of the Shuffleboard 
Room, and west of the horseshoe pits at 
Rec Ctr 1. This area was a casualty of 
the Pool 1 Project construction process. 
In early November, the Casta Board 
reviewed two Greenbelt recommen-
dations which included landscaping 
and a recommendation to cover the 
large decomposed granite area by the 
Shuffleboard Room with artificial turf. 

On November 4, the Casta com-
munity was recognized by the Santa 
Margarita Water District as being a 
community Water Hero. Congratula-
tions must go to Bill Thornton, Richard 
Ruiz, Reyes Gomez, and their work 
force, along with the support from the 
members of the Greenbelt Committee. 

The next Greenbelt meeting is De-
cember 8 at 9:00 AM in the Garden 
Room at Rec Ctr 1.

Randy Gish, Chair, 439-3743
Audrey Michaels, Liaison

mittee meetings each year held prior 
to renewal dates.

Committee members also review the 
insurance coverage of Casta’s various 
contractors to make certain that they 
meet at least minimum requirements. 
We know that there are many activi-
ties here to keep you busy, but we are 
certain that you would find work with 
this committee quite interesting. We 
would welcome you to our group, and 
remember, it’s only three meetings a 
year.

If you haven’t done so already, please 
read the Board president’s article in the 
November Courier which describes 
the responsibilities of a resident/stake-
holder here at Casta.

John Richardson, Chair, 609-0334
Jerie Miller, Liaison 

The Solomon Curse,
 Clive Cussler & Russell Blake

The Sympathizer, Viet Thanh Nguyen

Wildest Dreams, Robyn Carr

X, Sue Grafton

SOCIAL
The Social Committee is reminding 

you that you have little time left to 
decorate your homes if you are enter-
ing the annual Let’s Decorate Casta 
contest. Sign-up is November 23 to 
December 13. Judging will take place 
December 14 to 18, and awards night is 
Monday, December 21. This year you 
may decorate your whole house, and 
your yard, but only the front of your 
house is considered for the awards. 
There will be first and second prizes in 
each category, $30 for first place and 
$15 for second place. The categories 
are: Reason for the Season (memorable 
religious theme,) Nostalgic/Traditional 
(most old fashioned,) and Anything 
Goes (no specific theme - just wow).

Everyone is invited to the Tree Trim-
ming Party on Tuesday, December 1 
at 6:00 PM in the Vista Room, to help 
decorate the tree and the room. Bring 
your creativity and help make the room 
festive. Come join your neighbors as 
we put ornaments and lights on the tree, 
sip on some hot cider, and munch on 
cookies besides sharing fellowship and 
holiday joy.

New Year’s Eve will be a special time 
for anyone attending the celebration, 
which starts at 7:00 PM, with music by 
Lenny Holiday, In the Mood. Dinner 
will start at 7:30 PM, while the music 
continues throughout the meal and on 
to the rest of the night. On the menu 
is a choice of grilled herb chicken in 
champagne sauce or prime rib with 
all the trimmings. Each entrée will be 
served with garlic red potatoes, green 
beans with grilled onions and toasted 
almonds, a salad to begin the dinner 
and a delicious dessert. Everyone en-
joys a favorite beverage so bring your 
choice, and we will serve spiked punch 
and champagne for the midnight toast. 
The price is $49.50 per person. Sign-
up begins on November 30, so join the 
celebration.

Happy Hanukah, Merry Christmas, 
and Happy New Year.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

TRAFFIC
Vehicle parking in Casta del Sol is 

permitted in a resident’s garage, on a 
driveway or on the sidewalk side of any 

TRAVEL
Your Travel Committee has been 

planning the 2016 trips for months, and 
have selected trips which we hope will 
be of interest to you.

We held our Preview Night and it 
was a great success. Thank you for at-
tending, and come travel with us. Main 
Street Experiences showed slides of the 
future trips. Their sales representatives 
did a great job describing them. There 
was something for everybody. We will 
have a printed schedule available to you 
very soon.

This month we are off to the Mission 
Inn, which is so spectacular that it is a 
National Heritage Landmark. This dis-
play is adorned with animated figures 
and millions of lights. It is an amazing 
Christmas sight, which will surely put 
us in the holiday spirit.

As our first trip for 2016, we are of-
fering Meet Me in St. Louis at the Welk 
Theater. This trip includes a lunch buf-
fet. Sign-up for this trip is December 
18 at 8:00 AM in the Garden Room.

From the members of the Travel 
Committee, we wish everyone a Happy 
Hanukah, a Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year.

Jill Colombana, Chair, 470-9495
Victoria Crayne, Liaison

street. If there is no sidewalk, parking 
is not permitted except in specially 
built turnouts on a few of Casta’s older 
streets. Vehicles are to be parked in the 
direction of traffic flow. A fine of $50 
per incident/day can be assessed.

At the November meeting of the 
Traffic Committee, Dave Jacobson was 
named as the new Chair for the Traffic 
Committee.

If you would be interested in joining 
the Traffic Committee, come and listen 
to the meeting held the first Monday of 
the month at 9:00 AM in the Garden 
Room. We are always looking for com-
mittee members.

Dave Jacobson, Chair, 472-0526
Dave Croteau, Liaison

DIDYANO. . .
By Kent Lihme
• Daffodils have more genes than 
people?

• Turtles’ sex is determined by the 
temperature of the sand covering 
the eggs?

• The first skyscraper was built in 
1865 and it was 12 stories high?

• Coca-Cola originally included 2% 
cocaine and was green?
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Paula & Rick Cosenza 
CalBRE#01025393 & CalBRE#00619896 

Mary Van Holt 
CalBRE#01335977 

Providing a combined 60 years of 
knowledge & experience. 

INTEGRITY, HONESTY, LOYALTY 

949-495-2510 or 714-745-6279 
www.CasaBellaRealtyGroup.com 

Casta del Sol 
Total Current Active Listings 13 

Average List Price $569,050 

Average Days on Market 40 Days 

Total Pending Sales 17 

Average Pending Price $544,882 

Demand (Prior 30 days Pending) 12 

Expected Market Time 33 Days 

Total October Sales 2015 10 

Average Sales Price $513,313 

Average Days on Market 40 Days 

Average Square Feet 1,450 

Average $ Per Square Foot $354 

Highest Sales Price $585,000 

Lowest Sales Price $393,000 

Sales to List Price Ratio 97% 

Source:  Steven Thomas, ReportsOnHousing.com 

TRAVEL COMMITTEE
December 2015 Let’s Go traveLinG
Welk Resort Theater Presents Meet Me In St. Louis
Saturday, January 23
Depart: 9:30 AM
Return: 5:00 PM
Price: $89.00 includes all tax and gratuities
Sign-up begins Friday, December 18 at 8:00 AM in the Garden Room

Are you ready to meet us in St. Louis? This wonderful musical is set in 1904 
St. Louis, based on the Kensington Stories by Sally Benson and MGM’s motion 
picture Meet me in St. Louis. Life is wonderful for the Smith family. The World’s 
Fair is about to begin and love is in the air. This is a lovely way to extend the 
December holidays and bring in the New Year. Our meal will be a buffet lunch 
as only the Welk Resort can present. 

Lic# 344248 

Vinyl Fences and gates Paver and Cement work 

Solid Roof Patio Covers Open Lattice Patio Covers www.oceanpacificpatios.com 

Family Owned & Operated 

 Since 1977 

949-525-1267 

Specializing in 

 Alumawood Patio Covers 

WHERE IS YOUR 911 EMERGENCY?
By Liz Ricket, photo by Liz Ricket

It can happen anytime, anywhere: a 
slip, a fall, a medical emergency. When 
this happens, we all know to call 911 
and to make sure the operator knows 
where we are located.

What happens if you are playing 
tennis and don’t have a phone? What 
happens if you are in the billiards room 
and only have your cell phone? 

Not to worry—Rec Ctr 1 and Rec Ctr 
2 each has a red emergency phone read-
ily visible for such emergency calls. 
At Rec Ctr 1, it is located on the wall 
outside the Arts and Craft Room, fac-
ing the pool. At Rec Ctr 2, it is located 

on the wall outside the double door 
entrance to the Heritage Room. Each 
phone has a piece of paper attached to 
the front indicating the address where 
the phone is located.

If you cannot get to a red phone, every 
meeting room and every sports facility 
now has a piece of paper indicating the 
address of that room or facility, so you 
can provide your location to the 911 
service. These are posted either on a 
bulletin board or a place visible to all.

This is the sign 
to look for in 
every Casta 
facility.
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23442 El Toro Rd., Lake Forest, CA
www.freedomvillage.org

(949) 340-8108

Visit Freedom Village today and experience our vibrant lifestyle with beautiful amenities and friendly residents.  
Tour our Saddleback Lounge, State-of-the-Art Health Club, Art Studios, Theatre, Poker Room, Card Room and so much more.  

We are an active 60+ Life Plan Community.  Come experience our active lifestyle with wellness classes and daily 5-star 
dining. Choose to secure a plan for your future health needs. Call now to gift yourself a great lifestyle today and plan for 
your health tomorrow.

Call today 
for a complimentary luncheon and tour:  

Embrace life with your family again. 
Grandchildren love the pool and putting green!

Someone has been building beautiful 
stone stacks in the Heritage Garden, but 
no one knows for sure who it is. 

Several weeks ago, a group of gar-
den volunteers were walking through 
the grounds to see what needed to be 
done in the way of winter cleanup. “We 
were amazed to find at least a dozen 
very artistically balanced groupings of 
rocks,” said Micki Nichka, the garden 
club’s secretary.

A MYSTERY IN THE GARDEN
By Priscilla Tripp, photo by Darrelyn Wood

“I don’t know for sure, but apparently 
they were made by three PacWest gar-
deners during their lunch break,” she 
said. “I saw and heard them [recently] 
when I was watering but I thought they 
were just enjoying the flowers. They are 
very creative and beautiful. It’s amaz-
ing where such art can come from.”

To see these little impromptu works 
of art, start at the entrance to the Heri-
tage Garden, which is located behind 

the tennis courts on the 
opposite side from Rec 
Ctr 2. The garden, not 
coincidentally, is also 
located adjacent to the 
PacWest gardening 
equipment and supply 
yard.

Stone stacking is not 
a modern phenomenon 
but goes back to an-
cient times. Technically, 
manmade stone stacks 
or piles are called cairns, 

and they appear in the 
mythology of ancient 
Greece.

“Modern cairns may 
also be erected for 
historical or memo-
rial commemoration or 
simply for decorative 
or artistic reasons,” ac-
cording to Wikipedia. 

Continued on page 23

A stone stack in the 
Heritage Garden
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CANINE COMPANIONS
The club will have a holiday party 

in December at a local restaurant. 
Members will be notified and a bulle-
tin board notice will be posted for the 
community.

The Halloween party was great fun 
and was attended by members of the 
Bichon Rescue of Orange County 
folks, who brought three Bichons that 
are available for adoption. All the dogs 
got along very well. As usual, the food 
was delicious and all had a good time. 
Several residents joined the club.

If you have read about the coyote 
problems in Irvine, you are reminded to 
stay cautious when your pet is outside.

We wish all a wonderful holiday 
season and the best for 2016.

Gordy Hite, 951-7588

COMPUTER
Our meetings start at 12:30 PM for 

a question and answer period. We 
encourage you to tell your neighbors 
about the knowledge they will gain 
from our presenters.

Are you thinking about purchasing 
a tablet as a Christmas gift? Or, have 
your kids been hinting that you need to 
get one? During our December meet-
ing, Ed Schwartz will help attendees 
choose between an Apple iPad (iOS) 
or Samsung type (Android) tablet.

The 2016 club dues are now being 
collected and are $10 for the primary 
member and an additional $5 for a sig-
nificant other. Be sure to pay your dues 
before January 4 to be in the January 
8 drawing.

Please join us for the December 11 
meeting, at 12:30 PM in Rec Ctr 1, 
Vista Room. The 2016 officer nomina-
tions are underway and elections will 
take place during this meeting. We look 
forward to your attendance and vote.

Mike Carr, 305-3191

CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
If you would like to have fun, make 

new friends and help someone less 
fortunate, join Crafts for Charity on 
the first and third Wednesday each 
month (December 2 and December 
16) from 10:00 to 11:30 AM in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. There is 
no membership fee, just stop by and 
lend a hand. Afterward, many of us 
meet at a nearby eatery for a no-host 
lunch gathering.

We make items for the women and 
children at Laura’s House, a shelter for 
victims of domestic violence, as well as 
for other groups in and around our com-
munity. We always have a variety of 

Continued on page 13

CHORALE
It’s the season to hear some great 

music performed by our very own cho-
rale, made possible by the Saddleback 
College Emeritus Program and our 
non-profit club. After our concerts, en-
titled God Rest Ye Merry, there will be 
goodies made by our singers to satisfy 
your sweet tooth.

PROPOSAL FOR ESL CLASSES IN CASTA DEL SOL  
ESL – English as a Second Language

Would you like to improve your English? I’m interested in starting a group 
here in Casta del Sol if there is enough interest. I have six years’ experience 
helping students in the area. My classes focus on everyday conversations and 
pronunciation and there is very little written work or grammar. We talk, we 
laugh, we learn. The classes are free.

Dixie at 939-413-1035 or mcalister1951@cox.net.

BABY BOOMERS
The Jingle Bell Rock Holiday Dinner 

Dance is on Saturday, December 5 at 
6:00 PM in the Vista Room. Dinner 
is being catered by Jolanda and will 
include tray passed hors d’oeuvres, an 
entrée, dessert and wine. We will have 
music and dancing, a Golden Rainbow 
raffle, and other surprises. For ques-
tions, call Georgie at 716-6042 or Fran 
at 305-5547.

Jayne Freed, 837-9099

BIBLE STUDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol who 

has an interest in participating in the 
study of the Bible is welcome to join 
us. This is an active group of folks from 
different faiths. Our studies are varied, 
but always Bible-oriented. We examine 
and/or question the study of the day, but 

BRIDGE AT CASTA
*Monday ...................Rubber Bridge
 12:00 Noon until 4:00 PM

 Nancy Tirrell ................. 273-8253

always keep the discussion on topic 
and in the Bible.

On December 1, we will have the 
election of officers for 2016. Our final 
Bible study for 2015 will be December 
15, and we will start back on Tuesday, 
January 5.

The club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10:00 AM for 
fellowship and 10:20 to 12:00 Noon 
for study and prayer. Come and join 
us as we sing the old hymns.

The Bible study is a non-profit, no 
dues club. For more information, con-
tact Andy Trussell at 859-4524.

Kay Reed, 354-1460

 Co-host:

 Michael Gormley .......... 586-1948

Tuesday ................. Duplicate Bridge
 12:15 until 4:30 PM

 Allan Kausrud ............... 707-5601

*Saturday night .........Rubber Bridge
 (second and fourth Saturday)

 6:30 until 10:00 PM

 Joann Guenther…..…929-4244

 (first, third and fifth Saturday)

 6:30 until 10:00 PM

 Michael Gormley .......... 586-1948

*Singles

Our Monday bridge Halloween party 
certainly was a winner. There were 
witches and goblins, plus funny black 
hats, tasty food, camaraderie and lots 
of laughs. It was a fun time for all of 
us. We laughed, we joked and had a 
great time. Thanks to those who made 
it happen.

On Tuesday, December 15, the Tues-
day Duplicate Bridge Club will hold its 
holiday party. On Monday, December 
21, our Monday Bridge Club will have 
its holiday party. Please indicate to 
those in charge of your intent to attend 
either of the above parties.

Jack F. Kirkeby, 855-6786

This will be a concert everyone can 
enjoy. Thanks to Andrew VanVlear, 
our superb accompanist, and Sara Hen-
ninger, our club president, we have had 
sectional CDs to work with in addition 
to our weekly rehearsals and sectional 
meetings.

Tickets are on sale at Rec Ctr 1 for 
only $10 each. Concerts are Monday 
and Tuesday evenings, December 14 
and 15 at 7:00 PM. Don’t wait to get 
your tickets, as we always sell out.

We wish to take this opportunity to 
wish all of you a blessed holiday sea-
son and a happy, healthy and peaceful 
2016.

Sue Hite, 951-7588  
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LAPIDARY & RELATED 
ARTS

It’s been a time of growth in the 
past couple of months for the lapidary 
group. We have some new members 
who have been bitten by the lapidary 
bug and all are enjoying their new-
found artistic talent.

The lapidary group had a number 
of members participate in the annual 
Christmas boutique. It was very suc-
cessful for our group with a number 
of residents purchasing some beautiful 
hand-crafted stonework wrapped in 
silver. There is nothing like a one-of-
a-kind piece of jewelry for yourself 
or to give as a gift during this holiday 
season or any time.

We are always looking for new mem-
bers. Join us for the fun and the art of 
creating a beautiful piece of stonework. 
It is such a sense of accomplishment 
knowing this piece of jewelry started 
out as a rock. Stop in Mondays at 9:00 
AM at the lapidary shop to see how we 
do what we do. You never know, you 
may discover a new passion.

Denise Chan, 444-4703

ITALIAN AMERICAN
Merry Christmas and happy holidays 

to all.

Join us in the Vista Room on Monday 
December 7, at 6:00 PM for a fabulous 
Christmas dinner of prime rib with 
all the trimmings and a special des-
sert. There will be wine, coffee, tea 
or BYOB. We will be entertained and 
inspired by the wonderful Christmas 
program of Ron Johnson. The cost 
will be $18 for members and $20 for 
guests. Sign-up starts November 13 and 
ends December 2. Please make checks 
payable to the Italian American Club.

Best wishes and blessings to you all 
for an incredible holiday season.

Mo Caywood, 916-1972

HERITAGE GARDEN
When you read this we will be look-

ing forward to the winter holidays and, 
hopefully, the rain will have started.

If you are a garden walker you will 
see many plants have been removed, 
as has most of the underground drip 
system. Open spaces are like a blank 
canvas to gardeners, for we dream of 
what we might plant. First we need a 
plan, than we need rain.

We have uncovered our secret rock 
artists and love their work. In the past, 
we have had secret tree trimmers. I 
wonder if they will be back?

Enjoy the holidays, join our Decem-
ber food sharing meeting and walk our 
garden; also give us your ideas and your 
support. Put the garden on your holiday 
gift list this year so we can plant again 

DEMOCRATIC CLUB
Mark your calendars. We will wel-

come in the new year with a party on 
January 10. Details will be in the Janu-
ary Courier.

Linda Schwartz, 305-2962

CRIBBAGE
Do your grandchildren challenge you 

at math? Do you pause when adding 
small numbers? Can you mentally add 
numbers to 15? Can you mentally add 
numbers to 31? If your answer is yes, 
then there’s a place for you at our crib-
bage tables. The Casta del Sol players 
do this, and also enjoy a good time with 
fellow players. The only requirement is 
that you can count to 31. We play one-
on-one with 3 players, and partners with 
4 players. Lessons can be arranged by 
calling Wayne Block.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room, Rec Ctr 2, 6:30 PM 
until approximately 8:45 PM. Stop by 
and introduce yourself.

For more information, call Wayne 
Block, or Joan Davis at 768-6650.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
Continued from page 12

LAS DAMAS
Let it snow at our holiday luncheon 

on Wednesday, December 9 at 11:15 
AM in the Vista Room, Rec Ctr 1. 
The Soundsation & Choralistics sing-
ers from El Toro High School will 
entertain. Meal options are tri-tip roast 
or cobb salad. Members are $15 and 
guests are $17. Sign-up ends Decem-
ber 6.

LAS FLORES
The holiday season is upon us once 

again. We’d like you to join us for 
the Las Flores Garden Club luncheon 
on December 16 to be held in the 
Vista Room. Champagne punch will 
be served at 11:00 AM and after a 
short meeting at 11:20, lunch (catered 
by Jolanda’s) will be served at 11:45. 
The entertainment will be provided by 
The Yuletide Carolers OC, dressed in 
Victorian period costume and singing 
our loved holiday tunes.

    The cost for the luncheon is $17 for 
members and $19 for guests. The menu 

Continued on page 17

projects, including pillowcases, stuffed 
bags, beaded bracelets, greeting cards 
and journals. All materials are supplied 
and you will be shown what to do.

We are seeking donations, such as 
medium-sized holiday gift bags and 
colorful tissue paper. For details, please 
call Marlene Kazen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, 916-9399

soon. Happy New Year, and health and 
happiness to all.

Laura Marsh, (203) 223-8723

After this month’s luncheon, sign up 
in the office at Rec Ctr 1 for our annual 
It’s Our Birthday luncheon on January 
13. We will be exchanging beautifully 
wrapped re-gifts, and the entertaining 
Sound Encounter Barbershop Quartet 
will sing us into the New Year.

Also, it’s never too late to join Las 
Damas. Annual dues, valid from Sep-
tember through August, are only $15. 
At your first two luncheons as a new 
member, you will be seated at our spe-
cial welcome tables. Our vice president 
of membership, Gayle Weaver, will 
answer all your questions at 899-4958.

Jessica Hollowell, 916-9399



Celebrating our 25th 
year in business and 

proud to be ”Your 
Neighborhood Plumber”.

Same low prices 
Same great service

ANNIVERSARY
1989-2014

We Specialize in the repair, 
sales and installation of 
the following:
Water Heaters - standard and tankless
Faucets and Disposals
Water Pressure Regulators
Slab Leaks and more Call us at (949) 858-3818

or visit our website at rsmplumbing.com

We offer special
discounts to our
Casta residents.

Save money on 
your energy bills 
with our expert 
Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Solutions.

Mention this ad for $25 off
your next service call.

We are here to serve you seven days a week.

29 30 31
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Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - December 2015
*Aerobic Exercise (Ends 12/16) ..M,W,F, 8:00 AM, V
*Beg. Chair Exercise (Ends 12/15) ....T,TH, 8:00 AM;
  M,W, 1:00 PM, V
*Chorale Ensemble (Ends 12/15)
 T, 10:30 AM, V
*Pilates (Ends 12/15) .....M,W,F, 9:00 AM, V
Beading Class ................F, 1:00 PM, AC
Bobble Ball..(Every Day)...3:00-6:00 PM, P2
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 2:00-3:00 PM, BC
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 PM, H
Bunco 3..........................1st T, 5:30 PM, H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7:00 PM, H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6:00 PM, F
Ceramics Class ..............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, AC
Ceramics Club ...............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10:00 AM, H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 PM, H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12:30 PM, F
Hand & Foot ...................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W,
 12:00 PM, H;

Association, Board & committee meetings        •        Association sponsored activities        •        CluB & activity events

  1:00 PM Budget &
      Finance Committee, G
  6:00 PM Let’s Decorate
                Casta Winners
                   Announced, V

10:00 AM Welcome, G
  7:00 PM Chorale
                        Concert, V 

10 12

13

76 9

  9:30 AM Courier, G
11:15 AM Las Damas
                    Luncheon, V

  1:00 PM Traffic
                  Committee, G
  6:00 PM Italian
           American Event, V 12:30 PM Computer, V

  5:00 PM Paddle Tennis/
       Tennis Club Event, V

8

  9:00 AM Greenbelt, G

.......................................3rd M, 6:00 PM, F;

.......................................1st T after 1st M, 5:30 PM, F
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9:00 AM, LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:00 PM;
 T,TH, 6:30 PM; 
 S, 9:30 AM, LBG
Mah Jongg 1 ..................TH, 1:00 PM, H
Mah Jongg 3 ..................2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T, 12:30 PM, G
Mah Jongg 4 ..................TH, 1:00 PM, H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 PM, H; S, 10:00 AM, H
Mexican Train ................F, 6:00 PM, F
Open Paddle Tennis .......T,W,TH,S,SU, 9:00 AM, PTC
Open Tennis ...................T,TH, 10:00 AM;
.......................................M,T,W,TH,F, 7:00 PM, TC
Original Mexican Train ...S, 6:30 PM, H
Pan 1..............................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, W, 12:00 PM, F;
 ......................................2nd W, 12:00 PM, G
Party Bridge ...................M, 12:00 PM, F;
 S, 6:30 PM, F
Pickleball .......................M,W,S 10:30 AM; T, 4:00 PM;

.......................................F, 8:30 AM, TC
Ping Pong....................... S, 9:15 AM; M,W, 6:00 PM,
 V or G
Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 PM, H
Poker Group ...................W, 6:30 PM, H
Poker .............................TH, 7:00 PM, F
Poker Ladies ..................1st, 3rd, W, 6:30 PM, F
Quilting ..........................2nd, 4th, TH, 1:00 PM, AC
Scrabble ........................T, 7:00 PM, L
Shuffle League ...............T, 9:00 AM, SBP
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10:00 AM, SBP
Shuffle Teams ................TH, 9:00 AM, SBP
Strummers .....................3rd, 4th W, 3:00 PM, G;
 1st, 2nd W, 3:30 PM, V
Sunsetters .....................F, 5:30 PM, LBP
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
.......................................T, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 PM, F2
Water Exercise ...............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, P2
Woodcarvers ..................M, 2nd, 4th, TH, 12:30 PM, CW;
.......................................1st, 3rd TH, 1:00 PM, AR

 

Recreation Center 1
 * = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = Vista

Recreation Center 2
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

RECREATION CENTER
Monday - Friday

8:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday and Sunday

8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

Meetings & events

  6:30 PM ARMDI
         Hanukkah Dinner, V

  9:00 AM Free Blood
    Pressure Screening, G
11:00 AM Las Flores
                    Luncheon, G

  7:00 PM Chorale
                         Concert, V

  7:00 PM Strummers
                  Sing-a-long, V

Management &
           Recreation Offices
                              Closed

  9:30 AM Travel, G

Calendar Coordinator
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
valerie.hanich@associa.us
949/455-4681

5

2827

  9:00 AM Facilities, G
  6:00 PM Bocce Ball &
       Shuffleboard Party, V

  6:00 PM Baby Boomers
                            Party, V 

3

  9:00 AM CdS BoD, F
 1:00 PM Singles, F

4

11:30 AM Ceramics
                         Brunch, V

December
2015

December
2015

1
10:00 AM Greenbelt
              Master Plan, AC
  1:00 PM Architectural, G
  6:00 PM Tree Trimming
                            Party, V

2

10:00 AM Library, G

10:30 AM Courier
                       Stuffing, V

  7:00 AM New Years Eve
                           Party, V
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Heritage Realtor Group 
Agents for  Coldwell Banker 

Dave Eisenbrey 
Realtor 

Direct:   (949)294-3727 
Email:   EisenbreyDave@gmail.com 
Web:      HeritageRealtorGroup.com Casta del Sol Real Estate 

BRE # 01738121 

Last 6 Months’ Average Sales Data:  Casta del Sol 
 CARMEL FIESTA PUD 
AVG Days on market 58 57 41 
AVG Sales Price $642K $554K $510K 
AVG $/SqFt $373.00 $366.00 $379.00 

Sign up for Dave’s Bi Monthly Orange 
County Housing Wealth Trends At: 
EisenbreyDave@gmail.com 

Insert: OC Housing Wealth 
in the Subject Line. 

Military Ball Honors Members of the Greatest Generation
By Nellie Cisneros, photos by Merl Barrett and Kaaron Carver 

The Military Ball was elegant, 
inspiring, and rich with military 

tradition. Nine members of the great-
est generation were honored and cel-
ebrated at the annual Military Veterans 
Club Ball on November 11. The theme 
of this year’s ceremony was the com-
memoration of the 70th anniversary 
of the end of World War II. The nine 
veterans included Bill Connor, Syd 
Gordon, Gerry Hebert, Earl Gentry, 
RADM Bill Miles, Tom Pearson, Paul 
Rubenstein, Sol Schwartz, and Major 
“Ski” Waskowski. All of these hon-
orees are either residents of Casta del 
Sol and/or members of the Military 

Veterans Club. We are honored to 
have so many heroes living amongst 
us here at Casta.

A heartfelt tribute was bestowed 
on the World War II veterans by all 
in attendance. President Boyd Steele 
presented each veteran with a personal 
framed picture created by Kaaron 
Carver, which included a short sum-
mary of their military background.

As we reflect on the achievements of 
the men and women of World War II, 
we extend our gratitude for their cour-
age, sacrifices, and patriotism which 
will forever inspire future generations.

Cake cutting with five World War II veterans: (L to R) 
Jerry Hebert, Sol Schwartz, Bill Miles (seated - cutting 
with military sword), Earl Gentry, and Ski Waskowski. 
Photo by Merl Barrett

Rita Fuller and Chris Barrett, both wives of officers, did 
the setup/décor and cleanup. Photo by Merl Barrett

Tom was a guest, Boyd Steele is current 2015 president, 
and Wally Lukanov is a member. Photo by Merl Barrett

Rita and husband Ed Fuller 
with cake - Ed is currently Club 
treasurer. Photo by Merl Barrett

Earl and Betty Gentry. Photo by Kaaron 
Carver

Paul and Anita Rubenstein. Photo by 
Kaaron Carver

Ski and Lucia Waskowski. Photo by 
Kaaron Carver

Sol Schwartz and Rhonda Reardon. Photo 
by Kaaron Carver
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Serving
Saddleback Valley

Since 1973

choices are baked salmon, chicken 
Marsala, and pesto pasta. Indicate your 
choice when signing up. We will have 
a 50/25-25 drawing and door prizes. 
Everyone is invited to join us for what 
should be a delightfully festive day.

Susan Delozier, 768-5415

LAS FLORES
Continued from page 13

MILITARY VETERANS
The Military Veterans Club is open to 

all service veterans, male and female, 
spouses of deceased veterans, and other 
government employees. We can also 
admit honorary members (non-voting) 
to any individual desiring to be in the 
club. Our meetings are normally on the 
fourth Monday of the month. We try 
to get a club member to speak at each 
meeting. The first meeting in 2016 will 
be January 25.

On November 11 we held our Honor 
Ball to recognize those who have 
served. We specifically recognized our 
WWII members: Bill Miles, Ski Was-
kowski, Sol Schwartz, Bill Conner, 
Tom Pearson, Syd Gordon, Jerry He-
bert, Paul Rubenstein and Earl Gentry.

Election results for 2016 were an-
nounced and they are: Merl Barrett, 
president; Wes Bickel, vice president, 
Steve Vallely, secretary; Ed Fuller, 
treasurer; and, Gary Everson, sergeant-
at-arms.

Boyd Steele, 831-8870

PINOCHLE
Hello pinochle players. We play 

pinochle in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2 every Friday, with play starting 
promptly at 6:30 PM. We mostly play 
three-handed. But, we also may play 
partners. In October we played partners 
once. Dawn Hibbs and Roxie Anderson 
won with 6,430 points.

In October, Bob Mentz had the high-
est game (three hands) of 1,130 points 
and Roxy Anderson was second with 
1,070 points. The high series was won 
by Dawn with a total of 3,900 points, 
and Wally Davis was second with 
3,860 points. For the month, Wally was 
in first place with 14,000 points and 
Bob was second with 12,600 points. 
Congratulations to our winners.

Everyone interested in the game of 
pinochle is invited to come and join 
us. For more information, please call 
Wayne at 916-5387, Frank at 454-8636 
or Nancy Money.

Nancy Money, 457-9066

SINGLES GROUP
Our group is informal and currently 

meets twice a month. The first Thursday 
of the month, December 3, we will be 
meeting at 1:00 PM at the Fiesta Room, 
in the Administration Building at Rec 
Ctr 1 for games and socializing. On the 
third Thursday of the month, December 
17, we will be meeting for lunch at 
11:30 AM at California Pizza Kitchen 
on Marguerite in Mission Viejo. For 
more information contact Mary.

Mary Carlson, 380-074

WOODCARVERS
At the Ceramic Club’s annual holiday 

boutique, members displayed their 
completed projects.

Dick Erickson displayed his hand-
made wooden writing pens and wooden 
jewelry. Other members displayed 
wood carvings and unique cork trivets 
of many different designs. Club mem-
bers are currently working on 3D and 
chip carvings suitable for any occasion 

VARIETY
November was a high activity month 

with script writing for the 2016 show 
under the direction of Stan Krauson. 
By end of the month, we had a script. 
Now, we need to get a cast. This will 
not begin until a casting call in January.

We are awaiting the promo evening 
on Friday, November 13, to hopefully 
attract new members. Although we had 
a number of residents who indicated an 
interest in joining, there was minimal 
follow-up. We know the talent is avail-
able. However, we need to ferret it out 
not only to grow the club, but also to 
present their talent.

The 2016 show is about six months 
away and is scheduled for May 13, 14, 
and 15. This is time enough for casting 
and rehearsals. It might be difficult to 
cast the show, but never difficult to have 
a three-evening sell-out crowd.

Gene Weaver, 305-1707

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Club officers are now official: Randy 

Gish, president; Nancy Pratt, vice-
president; Carole Gish, communica-
tions; Karen Knight, secretary; Susan 
Marshall, sunshine, Nancy Ruff, social; 
Bill Kramer, maintenance; Wes/Elaine 
Bickel, real estate; Dorothy Aarset, 
treasurer. Installation of all officers 
will take place December 14 in the 
Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1 at 9:00 AM. 
Please note that this is a change from 
the club’s regular scheduled meeting 
date. Rules and regulation changes for 
2016 are currently being finalized after 
the sub-committee recommendations 
were presented on October 26 to club 
officers. New R&Rs will be mailed or 
e-mailed out to all garden members in 
January.

Club dues letters, with lot clean-up 
increases for 2016, were mailed out 
October 15 to all members. December 
31 is the deadline for payment if you 
plan on retaining your lot for 2016.

Randy Gish, 305-2718

as well as holiday gifts.

Woodcarvers meet on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons from 12:30 to 
2:30 PM in the Arts and Crafts room 
next door to the Fitness Center. Drop by 
for a cup of coffee and see what proj-
ects the members are currently carving.

Steve Vallely, 916- 0228
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If your home is currently listed with a broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.
Designed/Printed By One Step Services 1-888-587-5301. © Copyright, all rights reserved.

Chad CalBRE #01702292 | Justin CalBRE #01924005  | Bob CalBRE #01903602

direct: (949) 257-7695

Representing Casta del Sol Real  
Estate at the Highest Level

BOB WIDTFELDT
bob@gwrealestate.com

JUSTIN GREEN
justin@gwrealestate.com

CHAD WIDTFELDT
chad@gwrealestate.com

GREEN | WIDTFELDT

LISTED AND SOLD IN UNDER 7 DAYS!!!

Proudly Supporting the Casta Del Sol Community

Wishing Everyone a Happy Holiday Season and a Wonderful New Year!

PRIME PROPERTIES

PRIME PROPERTIES

JUST SOLD

24096 SILVESTRE 
SOLD FOR $620,000
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Continued on page 20

AWAY GOLF
We currently have one tournament 

scheduled for March 2016. Details will 
be published in the February edition of 
the Courier.

Union Bank has a new policy we 
must comply with. All future checks 
for our events must be made payable 
as follows: Casta del Sol Away Golf.

For several months I have reported 
that our current Co-Chair and Treasurer 
have resigned their office as of Decem-
ber. If we are unable to get volunteers 
to fill these two vacant positions for 
2016, I will have no choice except to 
take steps to formally disband the club. 
I’m sad to have to tell you this but I 
have no other option. These positions 
are considered part time; we have only 
four-five events a year and the bulk of 
the effort planning events is provided 
by the tournament organizers. Please 
consider calling or e-mailing me for 
information regarding these positions.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

BOCCE BALL
Members still have until Friday, De-

cember 4 to sign up for our Christmas 
Party.

The Bocce Ball Club meets on Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday from 2:00 
to 3:00 PM so come on down and join 
in on the fun. We are located behind 
the Shuffleboard Pavilion.

Officers for 2016 will be: President, 
Carol Zinsmeister; Secretary, Mo 
Caywood; and Treasurer, Pat Vitti. 
We would like to thank Bobbie LaRue 
for the great job she has done as our 
Secretary over the past five years.

Dues for 2016 will remain at $10 
per year and will be due in January. 
Checks should be made payable to CdS 
Bocce Ball Club and can be dropped 
off at Rec Ctr 1.

Our next meeting will be held on 
January 4, at 7:00 PM in the Fiesta 
Room. Following a short business 
meeting, we will be playing cards.

Happy Holidays.
Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

BOWLING
Want to try something different in 

the New Year? How about bowling? 
Join us for lots of fun and laughs on 
Thursday afternoons at Saddleback 
Lanes. For information on being a 
regular bowler or a sub, call Van Quinn 
at 586-2363, or Gilda Martin.

Gilda Martin, 244-2901

FISHING
The end of the year is near. Trout 

should be stocked in Lake Mission 
Viejo in late November. In December, 
the stocking dates are Dec 2, 16 and 29.

Our Fishing Derbies have begun, so 
come and join the fun. Contact Nick 
Morenc, 588-6223, or John Waters, 
951-7720, for details.

The Turkey Shoot was held on No-
vember 20, and a great time was had 
by all - lots of fun food, drinks, and 
camaraderie. They have been catching 
tilapia at the lake. Give it a try!

Ocean fishing out of Dana Point is 
on the first and third Mondays of each 
month, except when Monday is a holi-
day, and then it will be on Wednesday 
of that week. New members, please 
contact Nick Morenc or John Waters.

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.

Jim Mathis, 916-0678

CHIPPERS
The Golf Chippers Club is helping 

Silverado High School develop a golf 
program for special needs students. 
Club members recently presented six 
sets of golf clubs to Special Education 
teacher, Garrett Gray. As the program 
develops, Casta del Sol residents might 
be invited to give one-on-one assistance 
to needy students at the Lake Forest 
Golf Practice Center. Additional dona-
tions of used golf clubs will be heartily 
accepted.

Please mark your calendar for next 
year’s Golf Chippers Events: Feb. 6, 
May 7, Aug. 6, and Nov. 15, 2016. 
Congratulations to the winners of our 
November event: Mary Ann Driskill, 
Marty Malkin, Wilma Waitkoss, Les 
Sonntag, Doris Sonntag, and Mike 
Cusack.

The golf practice area is open to all 
Casta residents, all day, every day, at 
no charge. So, come out and hit a few 
balls as often as you can. Balls and 
clubs are available.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

LAWN BOWLING
Weekday Open Lawn Bowling win-

ter hours are in effect: MWF 12:45 to 
3:00 PM, Tuesday and Thursday 6:15 
PM, (weather permitting), and Satur-
day 9:15 AM.

Twelve of the forty ladies who at-
tended October’s South West Ladies 
Day at Newport Harbor were from 
Casta del Sol, and three of them were in 

the money. Eleanor Reafsnyder’s first 
Ladies’ Day was very productive as she 
and her teammates placed 2nd in both 
morning and afternoon matches. Dottie 
Lewis’ team was 3rd in the morning 
and Amy Chan’s team was the champ, 
taking 1st Place in the afternoon.

November began with our club’s 
Annual Skins game, winner-take-all. 
Norm and Ann Loranger were the over-
all winners with one tie and four wins. 
Butch Reynolds and Dennis French 
received Honorable Mention as they 
lost their first match but turned things 
around and won the next four matches. 
Congratulations to our winners.

Dottie Lewis, 716-6438

MEN’S GOLF
Thanks for past service go to outgoing 

club officers Wally Davis and Dick Siv-
ertson, and to Bill Burfeind, who moves 

FREE
HEARING SCREENING

Expires 12/31/15.

FREE
BATTERIES FOR 3 YEARS

949.207.7749
Dana Ryan, HAD

Nisreen Alkhayer, Au.D.
*With purchase of an AGX5, 7, or 9 device.

THIS 
YEAR  

I WILL

BETTER
HEAR

Hearing Centers
SoundWavePart of

www.missionaudiology.com Mission Viejo • 26302 La Paz Rd, Ste 107

from being President to the non-officer 
position of President Emeritus. Bill will 
continue as Handicap Chairman.

We applaud the initiative shown by 
two new volunteers to serve as club 
officers: Tom Driskill, our new Trea-
surer; and Randy Reed, who will orga-
nize the Club Championship for 2016. 
I’ll serve again as President, while Bill 
Reithmeier continues to serve as Vice 
President and Membership Chairman, 
and Randy Smith continues his duties 
as Secretary.

Hal Steele, 419-0656

PADDLE TENNIS
By now, that new and improved 

player rotation system of Leo’s should 
be second nature, even to slow learners, 
as it brings safer and more efficient play 
to our courts.

The tournament on November 7 with 
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PADDLE TENNIS
Continued from page 19

SHUFFLEBOARD
Just a reminder, you have until Fri-

day, December 4, to sign up for the 
Christmas Dinner Dance taking place 
on Thursday, December 10.

TENNIS
Mark your calendar for our free-

spirited holiday party on December 12 
at 5:00 PM in the Vista Room.

Our Fall Gala dinner-dance was a 
grand success. This event sparkles 
more brightly every year.

Fun Fridays and Swinging Satur-
days: come to the courts at Rec Ctr 2 
on Fridays at 10:30 AM if you would 
like to hit with beginning and pre-
intermediate players. Come at 9:30 AM 
on Saturdays to hit with players up to 
the intermediate level.

WATER EXERCISE
The Water Exercise program runs 

during the Saddleback Emeritus semes-
ter breaks and on any of their holidays. 
We provide instructional music CDs 
for our exercises. Our program runs 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 to 
10:00 AM. For current members lost 
with the transition to Pool 2, it’s time 
to come back.

For new members, register in the Rec 
Ctr 1 office. Dues are $5 annually, paid 
with a check. Exercising in water is 
easy on the joints and bones and is a 
painless way to exercise and have fun 
while doing it. Join us and start new 
friendships with other Casta del Sol 
residents.

Carole Gish, 439-3734

PICKLEBALL
Be sure to mark your calendar to save 

Sunday, December 6, for a Pickleball 
Round Robin starting at 9:00 AM.

The weather has cooled down, and we 

Laguna Woods was also a rotation sys-
tem of sorts. Players from both clubs 
were merged for a blind draw. Then 
partners switched every five games. No 
winners or losers, just lots of good play 
on a gorgeous day.

Welcome to Charlie Nobile, our new-
est member. He’s another diversified 
tennis player, has an amazing wife, 
three grown kids, and is originally from 
Queens, New York.

Everyone is looking forward to 
the Saturday, December 12 Holiday 
Potluck with the Tennis Club. Hurry 
- there’s still time to sign up for the 
holiday merriment!

Kathy and Merritt: “Good friends and 
good cheer; it’s that time of the year.”

June Maguire, 581-4392

will still play Pickleball on Mondays 
and Wednesdays starting at 10:30 AM, 
Tuesdays at 4:00 PM and Fridays at 
8:30 AM. Also, Saturdays we play at 
10:30 AM.

We had a really good turn out this 
past Saturday and utilized both courts, 
which makes the wait time significantly 
shorter.

And if you are still working and un-
able to play during the week, come 
down on Saturday mornings. We would 
love to have you join us and learn how 
to play Pickleball.

Pickleball dues of $10 are due by 
January 31. Please submit your check 
made out to Casta del Sol Pickleball 
Club. The banks are requiring that all 
checks deposited must be made out as 
stated above, or they will not accept 
them.

Joann Reinhold, 859-7592

Last month’s Super Shuffle Sunday 
winners were 1st place Val Stover and 
Ron Ransom, 2nd place Pat Ontiveras 
and Michael Bukala, 3rd place Diane 
Hughes and Chuck Money. Congratu-
lations!

Many thanks to you guys who volun-
teer to maintain the courts every week.

Instruction and practice continues 
every Friday at 10:00 AM. All are wel-
come to visit the pavilion at any time.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

Sign-up and payment of club dues 
for 2016 have now begun at Rec Ctr 
1. Check the January Courier for new 
services to members, including les-
sons by a teaching pro, who will also 
observe and rank players. Remember 
that we reserve both courts for open 
tennis on Tuesday and Thursday at 7:00 
PM. Come and enjoy the cool nights!

Joe Walton, 273-8696

Sandy Grossman

Sandy Grossman, MSW, 
LCSW, offers encour-
agement and insight to 
seniors.

ALIVE & KICKING
Now is the Time

Let’s face it. Our future has arrived. 
Why is it that many of us act as if we 
have all the time in the world to get 
to it someday? Even though the Casta 
Courier is filled with a monthly cal-
endar of daily activities and articles 
from each of the interest groups, many 
residents rarely show up around Rec 
Ctrs 1 or 2 to see all that is happening 
here at Casta del Sol. I challenge you 
to show up one Saturday morning be-
tween 9:00 and 10:00 AM at Rec Ctr 
2 to see a multitude of people playing 
tennis or paddleball, swimming, walk-
ing, lawn bowling, working in their 
gardens, planting and watering plants 
in the beautiful garden area. It truly is 
a sight to behold.

You’re missing a more comprehen-
sive view of what goes on here at Casta 
if you think the hub of activity exists 

only at Rec Ctr 1 by the Casta office, 
or the lapidary, ceramic and art center, 
pool, library, fitness center, the Fiesta, 
Garden, and Vista rooms.

Whatever old or new interest has been 
in your mind, now is the time to do it 
here at Casta or at the Norman Murray 
Senior Center. What are you waiting 
for? That said, the first thing you can do 
to get inspired is to take that Saturday 
morning challenge. The second thing 
to do is to read the Casta Courier to 
learn what each group or club, and 
the calendar of events or committee, 
is offering. Follow-up by showing up, 
or by calling the contact in charge of 
the group. If you have a new idea for 
a group, why not announce it in the 
Courier? Get the word out.

I hope to meet you one Saturday 
morning as I walk little Taffy along 
the path around the Heritage Garden 
Trail, taking in the beauty and ener-
getic activity that the area has to offer. 
Our someday is now. If now is what 
we have, why squander it? Invest the 
time that you have now in making each 
moment and day count. You will not 
regret it.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler

Orange County Mosquito and Vec-
tor Control presented information to 
residents regarding the present danger 
of the yellow-fever mosquito recently 
found in Mission Viejo as well as other 
areas of the county. A bite from one of 
these mosquitos has led to one new case 
of West Nile virus in Mission Viejo. 
Even a small dot of standing water 
can be a breeding place for the smaller 
black and white stripped yellow-fever 
mosquito.  Vector Control will come 
and do an inspection of your home 
and yard area. Be on the alert for torn 
screens or any pocket of standing water 
as these are dangerous. Yellow-fever 
mosquito larvae do not die off during 
cold weather.

Vector Control warns that wiping out 
the threat is a shared responsibility. 
Residents must be vigilant around their 
property areas. More information and 

a photo are available on the website 
http://www.ocvcd.org/.

The city offers many wonderful holi-
day sights during December, including 
homes decorated in Casta del Sol. Ven-
ture out along La Paz, and travel west 
to the intersection of La Paz and Chri-
santa. The Mount of Olives Lutheran 
Church has a live outdoor pageant. 
Santa himself has arrived at City Hall 
and will be at the corner of La Paz and 
Marguerite every weekend all month. 

From this writer, best wishes for the 
most Merry Christmas and certainly a 
healthy New Year, and thanks for read-
ing this column. You are also invited to 
attend City Council meetings held on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 6:00 PM at 
City Hall to express any concerns you 
might have, or send a message to any/
all council members. For e-mail ad-
dresses, go to http://cityofmissionviejo.
org/CityHall/. They do respond.

SMALL TALK
The Small Talk column is on hiatus.  

It will return soon. 
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WHAT’S COOKING
AT CASTA

Peggy Stalter

Want help in the 
kitchen? Peggy 
s h a r e s  o n e  o r 
two recipes each 
month. 

Use these recipes for bringing new 
tastes to your holiday entertaining.

Holiday Pumpkin Pie Cake
Submitted by Jan Vallely

Mix, and place in a greased 9 x13 pan:

1 box yellow cake mix (reserve 1 cup 
for topping)

1 stick melted butter

1 egg

Mix, and then pour over mixture in pan: 
1 large can pumpkin pie mix 

3 eggs

2/3 cup (small can) evaporated milk. 

Add to the 1 cup of cake mix previously 
set-aside:
1/2 cup sugar

1/2 cup chopped walnuts

1/2 stick melted butter

Sprinkle over ingredients in pan. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 50 to 60 
minutes. Cool and refrigerate.

Serve with Cool Whip.

Spinach Balls
Submitted by Mary Eppich 
3 10-oz. boxes of frozen spinach

1  package Pepperidge Farms herb 
stuffing mix

6 eggs, well beaten

¼ cup butter, melted

1 onion, chopped

½ cup Parmesan cheese

½ tsp. thyme

1 ½ tsps. garlic salt

1 tsp. black pepper

Cook spinach as directed, drain and 
squeeze dry. Mix all ingredients well. 
Shape into 1-1½ inch balls and place on 
waxed paper on a cookie sheet to freeze 
individually. Place in sealed container 
and freeze. Take out individually as 
you wish to serve. Place frozen balls 
on a greased cookie sheet and bake at 
350 degrees for 20-25 minutes. Makes 
about 40 balls.

Thank you for sharing your recipes 
with your Casta friends. Send them 
to my e-mail at basket_bouquets@
yahoo.com.

Discovery Cube, Santa Ana

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

DAY TRIPPING

We have been members of the Dis-
covery Cube for several years. Recently 
the Cube underwent a huge expansion. 
We, our kids and grandkids loved the 
old Cube and were anxious to discover 
what had changed and what remained.

Many of our favorite exhibits remain: 
the Eco Challenge, a favorite of our 
9-year-old who does this over and 
over and then once more; the Science 
of Hockey, where the kids get to act as 
scorer in one part and goalie in another, 
the Shake Shack, allowing our Eastern 
family the chance to see what an earth-
quake feels like. There are some nifty 
new exhibits: the Helicopter Tour of the 
Irvine Ranch, and the Inspector Train-
ing Course where one looks for pests 
in a house and garden, to mention two.

As always, there are changing exhib-
its. When we were there, the kids tried 

to act as Sherlock Holmes, searching 
for clues to solve a mystery as they 
went around a room decorated to look 
as if they were in London at the time 
of Holmes. The newest one will be Hot 
Wheels, Race to Win. Even though we 
are members, there is a nominal addi-
tional charge for these extra, traveling 
exhibits. However, they are well worth 
springing for.

With the additional space came two 
other changes. The cafeteria no longer 
sells Taco Bell and Pizza Hut items. 
Instead, there is a larger cafeteria with 
healthier options. These options are a 
tad pricier but tasty and not completely 
unreasonably priced. In addition, the 
gift shop is larger, with some really 
nice items, and is placed so that one 
must go through it to exit.

We and the grandkids agree that 
the expanded Discovery Cube is well 
worth a visit. If you have grandkids that 
visit often or live locally, consider a 
membership. The membership is good 
for entrance to other science museums 
throughout the country.

Located at 2500 North Main Street, 
Santa Ana, the Cube is open from 10:00 
AM to 5:00 PM daily.

NORMAN MURRAY 
CENTER
December Events

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

Mary Lou Oster

You can participate in Senior Santa 
again this year. Angel Tags will be 
available at the center so that you can 
purchase a gift (and return it to the 
Information Desk) to be delivered to 
some isolated senior. This program is 
sponsored by Orange County Adult 
Protective Services.

Since computers are here to stay, you 
can learn how to prepare and take your 
required Automated Knowledge Test 
(the new title for the driver’s exam) 
from the Department of Motor Vehicles 
on Thursday, December 3, at 1:00 PM. 
(One of the new questions was about 
space cushions – a new term for us old 
folks.)

Our own Casta Chorale will share old 
and new favorites at the Concert for the 
Holidays, led by John Huntington on 
Tuesday, December 8, at 12:00 Noon.

On Thursday, December 10, at 1:00 
PM, William Smith (retired Army 
Lieutenant Colonel) will share practi-
cal techniques of meditation to relieve 
stress, depression, and give life mean-
ing, titled Meditation and Holiday 
Spirit.

Are you considering retiring in 2016? 
If so, on Tuesday, December 15, at 
4:00 PM, Consumer Credit Counsel-
ing Service Orange County will help 
you calculate your cost of retirement, 
sources of income, and personal sav-
ings and investments.

Sometimes holiday expectations pose 
stresses for family togetherness. Learn 
communication techniques to safely 
set limits and manage family conflict, 
establish personal priorities, and learn 
how to share your thoughts on Thurs-
day, December 17, at 1:00 PM.

Celebrate the spirit of the Christmas 
season with good friends, good food 
and entertainment (provided by Elvis 
and Friends) to top off the turkey and 
trimmings feast on Friday, December 
18, at 11:30 AM. The suggested dona-
tion is $4.50 for seniors, $6 for non- 
seniors. Reservations are required by 
December 11. Telephone, 470-3063.
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“Your loved ones are safe with us. Always” 

Warning! 
   

E-mail : donnington@att.net 

(714) 530-7946 

All of our caregivers are : 
Health screened and Drug tested. 
Criminal background checked.  
Covered by Workers Comp/Bond.    
W-2 Employees. NOT 1099s. 
Trained to our very high standards.
  

Always ask a Homecare Agency for their Workers Compensation Policy & 
proof that caregivers are W-2s, or you might become their employer! 

Website : donningtoncorp.com 

 

The original story of poinset-
tias comes to us from Mexico. 
There was a little girl named 
Maria and she had a younger 
brother, Pablo. They were very 
poor but still looked forward to 
Christmas because of a festival 
that was held at their church.

POINSETTIA DAY, DECEMBER 12
By Sara Henninger

The church set up a manger and all 
the days leading up to Christmas had 
parties and parades. The children es-
pecially wanted to bring a gift to the 
church for the Baby Jesus, but being 
poor, they had no money to do so.

On Christmas Eve, Maria and Pablo 
decided to pick some weeds along the 
road and were taking them to give to the 

Baby Jesus. The other children 
had gifts for the Baby Jesus 
and they made fun of Maria 
and Pablo and their lowly 
gift. “Even the most humble 
gift, if given in love, will be 
acceptable in his eyes,” said 
dear Pablo.

The children began adorning the man-
ger with their weeds and miraculously 
the leaves turned into bright red pet-
als. The manger was soon surrounded 
by the star-like flowers that we know 
today as poinsettias. Look around our 
community and city and you are sure 
to find an abundance of these beautiful 
Christmas plants.

WHIMSIES ON EDUCATION
By Kent Lihme
•  Facts are okay, but not always necessary or even desir-

able.

•  A survey found five out of every four students have 
problems with fractions.

•  The secret to earning advanced degrees is to have nothing 
much else to do.

•  If one survives trigonometry in school, everything else 
in life will be easy.

•  Some people cherish their ignorance on a vast variety of 
subjects.

•  Why is our number system based on sets of 10? Check 
your fingers and toes.

•  It’s a small mind that can only think of one way to spell 
a word.

•  Most people respect education, provided they don’t have 
to do any of it.

• How come school grades don’t include an E?

•  The number zero doesn’t mean anything except in math 
and finance. There, it’s quite popular.

•  A law of physics requires things to get heavier the longer 
you carry them.

•  Years ago, we studied the speed of sound and light. They 
were slower then.

GARAGE DOOR PROBLEMS?... 

24 years experience in garage door repairs and service 
CA Contractors License # 689204 

Call Bob Massey, resident of Casta del Sol. 

949-444-1259 
or 

949-380-1149 

MEDICAL ALERT
Residents and their guests cannot park in Cul-de-Sacs with no 

sidewalks per Casta rules. Medical, fire and other emergency 
vehicles need easy and close access to the home with a medical 
emergency.

VETERAN OF THE YEAR FETED DURING MISSION 
VIEJO’S VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
Photo by Liz Rickett

William “Bill” Moynihan was honored as Mission Viejo’s Veteran of the 
Year on Wednesday, November 11 during the City’s annual Veterans Day 
ceremony at 2:00 PM inside the Norman P. Murray Community and Senior 
Center at 24932 Veterans Way.
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A MYSTERY IN THE
GARDEN
Continued from page 11

They may vary in size from small rock 
piles to hills of stones.

Hopefully, the one at the entrance 
next to the ground-level Heritage Gar-
den sign is still standing. You’ll be 
amazed to see it.

I remember we had no butter; it was 
all being sent to the troops. Instead we 
had bags of white stuff with an orange 
belly button on the bag. As a child, 
it was my job to squeeze the button 
while squeezing the bag. In a matter 

WORLD WAR II AS I REMEMBER
in Flushing, New York by Liz Rickett

WORLD WAR II AS I REMEMBER
in Flushing, New York by Liz Rickett

I remember standing in line at the lo-
cal A&P with my mother and younger 
sister. In addition to cash and ration 
cards, she brought a tin can filled 
with drippings she had collected from 

cooking. She would give the clerk the 
tin can before she left the store. I re-
member one store had a sign, “Ladies 
remember to bring your fat cans in on 
Wednesdays.”

of moments, the substance, which was 
probably lard, turned yellow. Then it 
was ready for the bag to be cut, the 
contents scooped out, placed in a butter 
bowl and then put on the table.

All of us are aware that 
the facilities here at Casta 
del Sol are aging and in 
need of a face lift. We 
also know that renova-
tion is often costly. Enter 
Casta’s own Design on a 
Dime team: Marc Vargas, 
Jimross Arena and Leo 
Brito. These talented PCM 
employees have refreshed 
and renewed facilities at the 
Lawn Bowling Pavilion at 
a minimum cost, thanks in 
large part to their hard work 
and creativity.

In the bathrooms, they 
replaced rotted dry wall, 
painted walls and parti-
tions, and installed new 
sinks, faucets and a shelf.

They rebuilt the stor-
age cabinet, making two 
storage units out of one. 

DESIGN ON A DIME, CASTA STYLE
Article and photo by Liz Rickett 

In addition to putting in a new wall, 
they redid the electrical, installed new 
baseboard and new shelving, finishing 
with a new coat of paint.

The Lawn Bowling trophy case was 
in sad shape. The team redid the dry 
wall, put in new wood shelving with 
carpet on top so that trophies will not 
slide, and installed new lighting.

The kitchen is their masterpiece. It 
was old and dingy. They installed new 
flooring, baseboards, countertops and 
fan, and painted the walls and cabinets. 
They could not find new hinges to fit 
the old cabinet doors so they painted 
the hinges with a metal paint to match 
the new pulls. To add a finishing touch, 
they painted the lighting cans and the 
switch plates the same color.

Marc Vargas in the renovated Lawn Bowling 
Kitchen.

All this was done for under $3,000.

Previously Marc Vargas and Ruben 
Ruvalcaba saved Casta $6,000 by reno-
vating benches rather than having new 
ones bought.

The latest job was adding three 
courses of concrete blocks at Rec Ctr 
1 to make sure the Pool renovation was 
up to code. Marc and his crew with the 
addition of Danny Villegas got the job 
done quickly and at a lot less cost than 
an outside contractor.

Marc is the lead guy. Maintenance 
tells him what needs to be done, but 
leaves it up to his creative mind to 
find the best way to do it at the best 
possible cost.

Thanks guys for all you do for us.
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Dorothy Chambers and Evelyn Vocila, ready to work at 
the Mission Viejo Library Bookstore

CASTA’S DYNAMIC DUO
Article and photo by Liz Rickett

If you venture 
into the Mission 
Viejo Library Book 
Store on a Monday 
during the hours of 
2:00 to 4:00 PM, 
you will encoun-
ter Casta del Sol’s 
own Dynamic Duo 
- Evelyn Vocila and 
Dorothy Chambers. 
These women, who 
have a combined 
age of 179 years, 
volunteer in the 
book store each 
week, accepting 
donations, stocking 
shelves, and selling 
books, CDs and DVDs.

Evelyn, a 35-year Casta resident, 
began volunteering in the book store 
when the new Mission Viejo Library 
opened in 1997. She chose Mondays 
as her volunteer day, in part because it 
has the most holidays, she said.

Dorothy, a 26-year Casta resident, 
has been volunteering for seven years. 
She was paired with Evelyn by the 
volunteer coordinator. Although they 
did not know each other when they 
began volunteering during the same 
shift, today they are the best of friends 
and often spend time together outside 
of their allotted volunteer time.

Both women love books, and love 
meeting and helping people. They 
especially enjoy getting to know the 

regulars who come to the bookstore, 
often watching families grow up. Each 
is a former teacher, although after be-
ginning as a teacher, Dorothy switched 
careers and went on to work as a tax 
accountant.

Evelyn describes herself as a frus-
trated scientist. Her favorite reads are 
non-fiction books, including history, 
nature and science.

Dorothy also loves to read. Her 
preferred book is any biography of an 
American.

If you are near the library on a Mon-
day afternoon, drop into the book store 
so you can meet this Dynamic Duo. 
They exemplify the best of Casta: ac-
tive, alert, intelligent, and giving.

Elaine Vance has been a member of 
Las Damas del Sol Club for the past 30 
years. She was honored with a surprise 
recognition at the September luncheon. 
I asked Elaine why she has maintained 
her membership all these years and she 
responded, “I like meeting new people.” 
In addition to the food and entertain-
ment, Elaine’s favorite event is the Las 
Damas Fashion Show.

In true Las Damas tradition, she met a 
friend at the first luncheon she attended 
and they remained friends and sat at the 
same table for the next 27 years until 
her friend moved to Florida. Elaine has 
made new friends and kept the old.

As a token of appreciation for her 
dedication to the club, she was awarded 
a beautiful certificate of appreciation, 
and a festive basket filled with home 
baked goods. In addition, she will no 

longer have to pay yearly dues, and has 
a pass that will allow her to go to the 
front of the line when purchasing her 
luncheon tickets.

Congratulations, Elaine. Thank you 
for your loyal membership to Las 
Damas. 

AWARD WINNING MUSICIANS MOVE TO CASTA
Article and photo by Lois Rothschild

Moving to Casta was a natural after 
28 years in Texas, as Morley’s parents 

were previous residents and he and 
Nancie knew they’d be happy here.

Music is more than a leisure pastime 
for the Grossmans. As a celebrated 
classical pianist and accompanist, 
Morley is recognized by world-class 
musicians who have been his teachers, 
his friends and his mentors through 
the years. Nancie is an accomplished 
mezzo soprano, lover of opera, and has 
trained and performed in Europe and in 
Israel. Their Casta home reflects their 
life together in music and in their faith.

“My father sang, and he loved op-
era,” Nancie says. “My training began 
in my teen years. I majored in music 
in college, and studied in Hannover, 
Germany, and Austria. I’ve also sung 
in operas and served as a cantor in my 
synagogue.” She has performed in 
Englebert Humperdinck’s Hansel and 
Gretel, in Mozart’s The Magic Flute 
and Cosi fan Tutti, and in Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s The Mikado.

Morley was a California boy, grew 
up in Anaheim, and started playing the 
piano at age 5. By the time he was 15 
he was winning awards and enrolled as 
a full scholar at the California School 
of the Arts in downtown Los Angeles. 
He graduated from California State 
University, Long Beach, and earned a 
master’s degree in piano performance at 
the Cleveland Institute of Music where 
he also worked as a teaching fellow. At 
Indiana State University in Blooming-
ton, Morley earned a doctorate in musi-
cal arts, graduating with honors. Nancie 
was an undergraduate there, and they 
were introduced by a mutual friend.

They married in Baltimore in 1969 
and some years later settled at the 

University of Texas – Pan American 
campus in Edinburg, about 300 miles 
south of Austin and very near the Mexi-
can border. Morley was a professor of 
music, teaching piano and composition, 
and performed with the San Antonio 
Symphony. Nancie and Morley have 
studied and performed in Germany, 
Austria and Israel.

But Morley is no musical snob. He 
has an interesting take on pretentious 
concert goers who consider popular 
romantic composers like Tchaikovsky 
and Rachmaninoff less important than 
the three ’Bs,’ Bach, Beethoven and 
Brahms. “The romantics are beloved by 
the public,” he says. “But that doesn’t 
make them any less important.”

Among many awards Morley has 
received are the Coleman Chamber 
Music Award, recognition from the 
Music Teachers of America and the 
Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore. 
He has been profiled in International 
Piano, a prestigious magazine pub-
lished in London, England, as a result 
of his book, “The Revision Process in 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concert No. 1 
in F Sharp Minor; Opus 1” – available 
on Amazon.com.

Music is a powerful connection and 
has been a backbone of their lives for 
over 40 years. They’ve shared their 
passion for music through teaching and 
performing, and opening their home 
here in Casta to celebrate special oc-
casions for their neighbors and friends. 

“I love to entertain,” says Nancie. 
“We’ve never been happier.”

LAS DAMAS CLUB HONORS 30-YEAR MEMBER
By Nellie Cisneros, photo by April Wilsey

Nancie and Morley Grossman
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Continued on page 26

 Choosing the right Real Estate Agents can net you thou-
sands of dollars more! 

 We have over 30 years of Real Estate Experience. 

 We have sold over 825 homes in the area! 

 We will help you every step of the way from start to finish. 

 We are aggressive in setting the listing price & 
negotiating the best results for you. 

 Please call for a Free Market Evaluation. 

           “We Do it all for you.” 

YOU DESERVE TO GET THE MOST 

MONEY FOR YOUR HOME! 

Jim & Kathy Neidert 

949-370-5942 
theneiderts@cox.net 

BRE # 00971411 

Susan and George Korean and 
their two Labrador retrievers are 
new residents of Casta del Sol. 
Cowboy, a yellow Lab, is the 
older dog and Aston, the black 
Lab, is a puppy. But these sweet 
dogs are no ordinary pets. The 
Koreans are trainers for Guide 
Dogs for the Blind, Interna-
tional.

People like the Koreans who 
begin the training are called 
puppy trainers. They get the 
puppies as soon as they are 
weaned. Their job is to begin 
socializing the dogs and getting 
them ready for the final guide 

CASTA COUPLE TRAIN GUIDE DOGS
By Fran Morgan, photo submitted by Susan and George Korean 

training, which is provided by the 
professionals at headquarters in San 
Rafael, California. 

The Koreans have been puppy train-
ers for about 11 years. To qualify as a 
trainer, one must pass a background 
check, have no history of abuse, and 
pass a home inspection. The dogs live 
inside the trainer’s home; they are 
never kept outside or in a pen. The 
basic rules are no jumping on furniture, 
beds, or people. The puppies are not 

allowed to visit doggie parks and are 
not socialized with other dogs. 

The Labrador breed is used because 
of its intelligence, health, and mild 
temperament. Cowboy is a dog they 
began training and turned over to the 
organization for the final guide train-
ing. It turned out that Cowboy has a 
soft trachea that could not tolerate the 
harness. So, he was returned to Susan 
and George and he will live out the rest 
of his life with them.
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IN MEMORIAM
Harriet Behrens
Robert Brown

Ray Heimann
Fred Unger

Courier Volunteers
The Courier expresses its gratitude to these dedicated volunteers who, each 

month, pack the paper for distribution. The next stuffing date is Wednesday, 
December 30, 10:30 AM in the Vista Room. 
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Lihme, Kent
Malloy, Colleen
Malloy, Gary
Massey, Bob
Morgan, Fran
Moynihan, Bill
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Aston is now being socialized by the 
Koreans. The first task is teaching the 
dogs to relieve themselves on com-
mand and on leash. They also train 
them to be around people, deal with 
the public, behave in restaurants, travel, 
and respond to commands. There is 
no guide training at this stage of the 
process.  Socialization is the goal, and 
it takes 16 to 18 months.

Only about half the dogs make it all 
the way to placement in service. Su-
san and George have had two of their 
animals go all the way through the 
program. The dogs are in service for 
about ten years. Susan says these dogs 
are placed all over the world and they 
keep in touch with all their animals. 
They currently have one serving in 
Washington, D.C.

The puppy trainers are invited to the 
graduation ceremony in San Rafael 

and are asked to get up and talk about 
their puppy. The trainers get to meet 
the person who will be paired with their 
dog. Meeting the person their dog will 
serve makes the transition easier. The 
sadness they feel in parting with their 
dog is mixed with pride in sending their 
animal off to do an important job.

DIDJANO. . .
By Kent Lihme

•  Lollipops wee first developed by 
George Smith at the end of the 19th 
century. Pieces of candy, at that time, 
were large and unwrapped, thus a 
sticky mess. Mr. Smith put candy on 
a stick and named it Lollipop after a 
then famous race horse.

•  The term “white elephant” originated 
in ancient Siam. There, only the king 
could own a rare and sacred white el-
ephant. When the king was displeased 
with one of his subjects, he’d give 

them a white elephant, which because 
of its cost to maintain, would ruin the 
new owner.

•  The “Happy Birthday” song was first, 
“Good Morning Dear Children,” writ-
ten in 1893. A publisher changed the 
opening line to “Happy Birthday,” 
in 1924. No one seems to know why, 
but it works.

•  A secret deal was made between the 
Church and Henry VIII, whereby 

the deeds to 12 manor houses would 
be exchanged for a monastery. The 
deeds were carried to the king inside 
the crust of a pie. On the way, the 
steward carrying the pie took a deed 
to one manor house for himself. Little 
Jack Horner’s descendents still live 
there today.



The Casta CourierDecember 2015 Page  27

 

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
20 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Save $$ on your energy bills! 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 
AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

I BUY CARS 
LICENSED AND BONDED CAR DEALER 
NEEDS YOUR OLD CAR. TOP DOLLAR 

PAID FOR NICE CLEAN CARS. 
CALL: CAPISTRANO CAR CO. 
CDS RESIDENT: (949) 364-6720 

BATHROOM REMODELING 

Showers, Cabinets. Lic.538182 
Steve Westman: 949-290-1591 

BEAUTY 
AVON PRODUCTS 

Call Nancy Miller at 949-454-1048 for 
FREE brochures and samples. 

FEEL GOOD, LOOK GOOD, 
as a Mary Kay Consultant I can show you how! 

Call me for you free pampering session!  
Christine Johnson: (949) 677-1179 

CDS RESIDENT MASTER HAIR STYLIST 
Professional hair care services in the comfort 

of your own home for ladies and gents. 
FREE consultation, Casta Resident Discounts. 

Call Judy: (949) 874-3648 

CONSTRUCTION 

GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

DRAPERIES 

ACCURATE WINDOW COVERINGS 
Draperies – Blinds – Shutters - Shades 

Sales – Installations – Repairs 
Free Shop at Home Service 

SALE  10% to 50% off 
Serving Casta Del Sol for over 15 years 

Call 949-588-7002 Lic#794804 / Insured 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 
GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 

Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 
Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 

and all personal needs. 
Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 

Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

CHERISHED 
IN-HOME-CARE SERVICES 

for seniors, provides transportation, 
meal preparation, grocery shopping, 

errands, laundry, housekeeping, bathing, 
and dressing. Caregivers thoroughly 

screened, licensed and bonded. 
Call Gloriana or Mark at (949) 556-0412 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER 
For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

Caregiver: Experienced and Reliable. 
Call Ella: 949-525-3374 

CAROL & KATHYS IN HOME SERVICES 
- with a Personal Touch!! 
Please call 949-228-0394 

HOME SWEET HOME 
Compassionate, dependable in home care 
Assist with meals, hygiene, transportation 

Licensed & Insured, CdS References 
Call Jonni:  949/463-8372 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS 
CASTA RESIDENT WITH 24 YRS EXPER. 

Call Bob: 949-444-1259 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 

GENERAL REMODELING 
WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 

Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 
Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 

Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

KING CONSTRUCTION  
Specializing in kitchen and bath remodels. 
Fully insured. Lic # 687452. Over 26 years 

in business. Other services include: 
painting, patio covers, electrical, tile, 

doors, windows, etc. Many CdS customers. 
References available. Call for Free 

Estimates: (949) 697-8967 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 
Clear the way for the rain. Ref. Serving  
Since 1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

HOME REPAIR DOCTOR 
From the roof to the floor 
and everything in between 

I’m your man: Perry Green. 
Lic. 815633. Many CdS Refs. 

Please call: 714-609-4473 

“THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 
Handyman & Home Improvement Services 
Custom Painting*Drywall*Acoustic Removal 

Electrical*Plumbing*Most Home Repairs 
Cabinet Refinishing & Refacing! 

25 yrs. of Casta References. CSLB#698412 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Christmas Tree Set up and light installation. 
Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 

Drywall Repair 

HOME REPAIR, ETC. 
Handyman services: painting, carpentry, 

assembly, installations, drywall, electrical, 
plumbing & more. 

Call Bob @ 949.716.3805 
Bobjanmill@cox.net. 

HOUSECLEANING 

SPARKLING CLEANING HUS./WIFE 
2 Br. - 2 Ba. Starting at $55.00. Wkly or 

Bi-Wkly.  Full Service Cleaning. All 
Supplies Provided. Honest, Reliable, 

CDS References. Serving  
Since 1990. Gary/Leslie 949-683-0889 

TOM'S HOUSECLEANING SINCE 1982 
EUROPEAN/JAPANESE 

Free Estimates-Flat Fee-No surprises. 
Quality work at fair rates - total trust! 

Own equipment and environmentally friendly 
supplies. Happy customers in Casta Del Sol 

since 1991. 
Please call: 949-838-6696 

EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 

estimates. Doing business 18 years. Casta del 
Sol & Laguna Woods. We speak 

Call: 949-461-0108 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 

Want Your House Clean And Organized? 
Call Kate at: 949-637-6614 

Insured. All supplies provided. 10+ years exp!! 
Same person will always clean your place! 

Call today for free estimate!!! 

PROFESSIONAL HOUSECLEANER 
Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly • Work Guaranteed 

Low Price • Free Estimate • CdS References 
Call Ceelia:  949/981-6367 

KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

KITCHEN REFINISHING & REFACING 
TRANSFORM your outdated kitchen with  

New Doors, Drawer Boxes & Pantry Pull-outs! 
25 yrs. of CdS References CSLB#698412 

KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES 

ARE YOU SUFFERING 
FROM CHRONIC KNEE PAIN?? 

Get back to the activities you love without 
debilitating pain. Try an Offloading knee brace 
risk free for 30 days. See for yourself how you 
can return to an active life. Schedule a fitting 

with J&B Bracing today! Discover how one of 
our braces can change your life! 

Call 949-677-8379 for more info! 

MOBILE SCREEN REPAIR 

AVERAGE WINDOW re-screened - $25. 
Min. 2 screens.  We also do patio & front 

door re-screening & replacement. 
Free estimates.  Gary 949-683-0889 

PAINTING 

CUSTOM INTERIOR PAINTING 
CABINET REFINISHING 

Acoustic Ceiling Removal & Drywall Repair 
Wallpaper Removal * 25 yrs. CdS References 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 CSLB#698412 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

PET CARE 

FIRST CLASS PET SITTING 
"YOUR PETS DESERVE THE BEST" 

Great Rates and References available 
Bonded and Insured 

We are Casta Residents - Senior discounts! 
See our website for more information 

www.firstclasspetsittingca.com LIKE us on 
www.facebook.com/firstclasspetsittingca 
Contact Richard or Jeri: 949-273-9030 

PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 20 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

GALAXY PLUMBING 
For a job done right the first time call us! 

Senior discount. Many happy CDS customers. 
Lic.C36-713224 

 Call Jose: 949-677-0288 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

RFA PLUMBING. 
Plumbing with integrity. Lic# 433759. 

Please Call: 949-392-0192 or 949-235-5400 
TILE & STONE INSTALLATION 

Tile / Wood. Steve Westman. 25 yrs. 
experience: 949-443-1299. Lic.538182 

WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute Real 

Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.droeschproperties.com 

WINDOW CLEANING 

SPARKLING WINDOWS. 
All Windows, Screens & Tracks (Inside & Out) 

starting at $55. Service Casta since 1990. 
Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. Friendly & 

reliable. Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

33 years in Orange County 
$45-$55. Inside/outside. Screens & tracks. 
(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 

Also Gutter Cleaning & Power Washing! 
 
 All classified ads including inserts/flyers 

must be submitted, pre-approved for content 
and paid for in advance before the 21st of the 

month prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: CastaCourier@Cox.net 

All advertisements are paid for by the service 
providers and are not referrals from the 

Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


