
Digging Up Your Roots
By Liz Rickett, photo by Darrelyn Wood

Do You Have a “Cul-de-sac”
Husband? We Do.
By Cindy Cattern,
photo by Merl Barrett

 

Assocation News Brief
Appointment Needed if You Missed Vehicle Registration

If you were unable to attend the age verification and vehicle registra-
tion at the end of January, you will need to make an appointment with the 
Recreation Office to turn in your paperwork and get a new vehicle decal. 
Please call the Recreation Office at (949) 455-4681 to set up an appointment.

Special Open Board Meeting
Pool 1 Renovation Project
Wednesday, 2/18/15
1:00 PM 
Garden Room

Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7

 

Casta del Sol Board of Directors Election
Applications will soon be available for three open seats on the Casta del 

Sol Board of Directors. Directors serve two-year terms. The deadline to 
submit an application along with a personal resume is April 3. The elec-
tion will be held at the Annual Homeowner Association Meeting on June 
25. Watch for more information about the election in the next issue of the 
Courier.

Ever since she retired from teach-
ing in 1998, Jacque Bauer has 

been busy digging up her family roots. 
Her interest in genealogy began in 
high school when her paternal aunt 
distributed a book of pedigree charts. 
Pedigree charts tell the names, birth, 
marriage and death dates of one’s an-
cestors. Jacque says this information is 
her Bible, guiding her where to look, 
what information to pursue, and who 
to search.

A few years after her mother’s death, 
the family found an old box full of 
photos, letters, certificates and all sorts 
of information about her mother, her 
mother’s family, the relationship be-
tween her mom and dad. Armed with 
these documents, she was able to begin 
to trace her maternal roots.

Jacque’s interest in genealogy has 
taken her to the National Archives in 
Washington D.C, the Archives for-
merly located in Laguna Niguel and 
the Holy Grail of genealogists, the 
Family History Library located in Salt 
Lake City.

Family tradition states that Jacque’s 
family came to the United States in the 
early 1600s. She is busy finding sources 
that will prove or disprove these claims.

If you are interested in digging up 
your family roots, Jacque has the fol-
lowing advice:

1. Start with yourself. Document 
where you were born, when, and the 
names of your parents. If you have pic-
tures, birth, confirmation certificates, 
make copies.

2. Don’t just focus on your direct 
line. Spread out. Look for brothers and 
sisters of your grandparents, who they 
married, where they lived.

3. Source all information you gather 
so it can be found by others.

4. Begin with census records. They 
become public 72 years after they are 
gathered. Now you can access 1940 and 
earlier censuses.

5. With early census, keep in mind 
that handwriting can obscure names.  
L, T, F and S may all look the same.

6. Names may be misspelled. Be 
creative. In her family, Farnsworth was 
sometimes written Barnsworth.

7. Look at wills, land, marriage and 
court records. Search surrounding 
counties. One of her relatives was 
too impatient for a judge to marry the 
couple at the county courthouse, so they 

I live on a street of six homes on Espi-
noza and we are blessed to have Jan 

and Steve Vallely on our street. Every 
Wednesday, within minutes of the trash 
being collected, Steve goes around and 
puts everyone’s trash can back up on 
their driveway so it can easily be put 
away. The cans of our more elderly 
neighbors are put away. I have seen 
him gathering mail, and even driving 
our neighbors to the hospital. He never 
tires of helping, with Jan by his side.

Jacque Bauer

John Huntington

Continued on page 7

Steve Vallely

Meet John Huntington, New CdS 
Chorale Club Director
By Sara Henninger, photo by Spencer Hall

John Huntington has been named 
the new CdS Chorale Club Direc-

tor for the Saddleback Emeritus Class 
held here in the Vista Room. The new 
semester began on January 20, with 59 
students signed up for the class.

John has extensive credentials, in-
cluding his lifelong study of the human 
voice. He has had a career as a singer 
and actor, as well as more than thirty 
years of teaching and coaching. His 
students thrive in an environment that 
embraces every style and branch of 
singing art.

John is one of California’s premier 
musical theatre artists and is an ac-
complished baritone. He has played 
such roles as Bud Frump from Cyrano 
de Bergerac. He also has some amazing 
stage credits including, Neville Craven 
in The Secret Garden, Fagan in Oliver, 
the Phantom in Phantom of the Opera, 
and Quixote in Man of La Mancha. He 
played Hans in the popular children’s 
video, Rigoletto.

J o h n  i s 
a graduate 
of Brigham 
Young 
University. 
He is cur-
rent ly  on 
the staff at 
Saddleback 
College. He 
operates 
t h e  J o h n 
Hunting-
ton Studio, 
here in Mission Viejo, which offers 
private voice instruction. He resides in 
Mission Viejo with his wife of 35 years.

John began directing the CdS Chorale 
shortly before the last semester ended. 
He has great plans for the Chorale and 
our Spring Concert will be called, It’s 
a Grand Night for Singing, a Tribute to 
the Music of Richard Rodgers.

If you think you might enjoy getting 
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Bill Burfeind, President

The saying is: “You 
can’t teach an old 
dog, new tricks.” I 
am going to disagree 
with that. I am older 
than some of you and 
younger than others, 
but I can guarantee that I have learned 
a lot about Common Interest Develop-
ments since moving here almost 10 
years ago. I have spent time reading 
and understanding the California Civil 
Code that governs Associations and 
used that knowledge working with the 
CC&R Committee in developing all the 
recent amendments to our Governing 
Documents. I have also attended many 
classes provided by the Community 
Association Institute, a trade group 
that supports and provides training to 
both Association Managers and Board 
members.

If this old dog can learn a few new 
things, then I believe all our members 
can, as well. The first one I’d like you 
to work on is the Association Annual 
Policy Statement. It is a new require-
ment of California Civil Code that 
every Association issues an Annual 
Policy Statement before the beginning 
of each calendar year. We issued our 
2015 Policy Statement on November 
1, 2014. The first section of the State-
ment covers how you should send any 
official documents to the Association 
or Board. If we do not receive your 
request for action in one of the manners 
listed, then it is not an official request 
requiring any action by the Board or 
General Manager.

Josh Hodosh, our General Manager, 
and the Board members do receive 
phone calls and e-mails about Associa-
tion issues, and both Josh and the Board 
are committed to find resolutions. How-
ever, most of these communications are 
not provided as per the Annual Policy 
Statement and are therefore officially 
informational only.

So my February request to all us 
old dogs is to read through the Asso-
ciation’s Annual Policy Statement and 
learn what it contains. You might just 
learn something useful or save yourself 
from having a problem.

MANAGER’S
REPORT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager
•  Registered Guest 

List
Age verification 

and vehicle registra-
tion has come and 
gone. If you have not 
had a chance to com-
plete the process, don’t worry, you still 
have time! Check in with the recreation 
staff so they can assist you with the reg-
istration. They are taking appointments 
at 949-455-4681.

During the registration process you 
were asked to provide a list of your 
guests’ names so they can access the 
community without being called in 
by you. Please heavily consider every 
guest registered on your registered 
guest list, because all guests on this 
list will have access to the community 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Start-
ing April 27, 2015, only vehicles with 
2015/2016 vehicle decals will be able 
to gain entry through the resident lane. 

• Waste Management
All Casta residents currently receive 

curbside collection from Waste Man-
agement, Inc. As part of their contract, 
Waste Management has agreed to pro-
vide free bulky item collection three 
times per calendar year, up to five items 
per pick-up. Bulky items include large, 
hard-to-handle household items such as 
furniture (couches, tables, chairs, etc.) 
and appliances. Should you wish to 
have a bulky item pick-up, please call 
Waste Management at (949) 642-1191. 
Additional pick-ups are available for a 
nominal fee.

• Associa-PCM
In 2010, PCM was acquired by a 

management company called Associa, 
which is one of the largest management 
companies in the world and based in 
Dallas, Texas. The PCM logo cur-
rently states “An Associa Company” 
under it. You will see this on all staff 
business cards as well. This article was 
included in my management report to 
inform residents they may hear or see 
the name Associa PCM instead of just 
PCM in 2015. Staff at Casta del Sol 
will continue to answer the phones as 
we always have, Casta del Sol Home-
owners Association, so there won’t be 
any impact to our residents. However, 
I wanted to clarify for residents when 
they hear Associa PCM, it is still PCM 
and your same Casta del Sol staff. 

LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services 
Coordinator
•  C o m m o n  A r e a 

Trees

Great Scott Tree Service has been 
pruning mature trees that are over 25 
feet tall in Casta del Sol since January 
2006. All trees less than 25 feet are 
the responsibility of PWLC 1, Inc.; 
the onsite landscape contractor. Great 
Scott now prunes up to 1,100 trees an-
nually. Depending on the growth rate, 
species and other factors, tree pruning 
is selected based on a contract schedule.

Some trees in the contract are on 3 
to 5 year pruning cycles; others may 
be longer. All trees are inspected by 
Arborists who are certified with the 
International Society of Arboriculture, 
or ISA, and scheduled for pruning pri-
marily for health and safety.

When the GPS inventory was con-
ducted by Great Scott in 2013, there 
were 9,457 trees counted in Casta. As 
the years go by, trees are removed for 

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Opinions editor may not 
exceed 200 words. The writer’s name 
must appear at the bottom of the letter. 
One submission per person per issue. 
Same deadlines as above apply. 

DEADLINE
for submiting e-mail Courier copy

to the Section Editor is:
Tuesday, February 10, 2015

(If submitting hard copy rather than 
e-mail, the deadline to place in the Rec 

Ctr 1 Courier folder is February 7.)

The Courier Committee meeting is on:
Wednesday, February 11, 2015

at 9:30 AM, Garden Room 

The Casta Courier is published monthly by the Casta del Sol Homeowners Association. 
The mailing address is 27651 Casta del Sol Drive, Mission Viejo, Calif. 92692. Deadline 
for submitting material for the next month appears at the bottom of this page.

Casta del Sol HOA

President: Bill Burfeind billburfeind@gmail.com
Vice President: Jerie Miller jerie47@gmail.com
Secretary: Audrey Michaels castaaudrey@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Arthur Rosen amrosen@cox.net
Directors: Betty Brouwer bettybrouwer@cox.net
 Bob Burdick us2burds@dslextreme.com
 Wally Lukanov wallylukanov@gmail.com

- Board of Directors - 

DISCLAIMER
CdS Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications, accept no responsibility for content, accuracy 
or opinion, expressed or implied, of articles, letters or advertisements. Inclusion of advertisements does 
not carry with it any endorsement, actual or implied, for the product or services advertised. The CdS 
Homeowners Association and Farmer Publications have content Rules and Restrictions that must be met, 
and accept no responsibility for damage occasioned through use of products or services advertised herein.

For Courier staffing contact information, please see page 26.

Continued on page 7

various reasons: i.e., bark beetles, roots 
damaging sewers and lifting concrete. 
But trees are also being added as 
requests come in from the Greenbelt 
Committee and residents. All tree re-
quests in the common area must meet 
the guidelines of the Homeowners 
Association, and not all requests can 
be approved.

No trees are allowed in the homeown-
er’s foundation planter, which is not 
common area. Any damage from trees 
or plants in the side yard, foundation or 
even the atrium to property would be 
the responsibility of the homeowner.

Small trees like Ficus, Star Pine, 
Palms and other cute trees that you 
may purchase when they are in a small 
container at the nursery can ultimately 
grow to be costly when they mature, if 
planted too close to infrastructure.

With the reality of the drought, the 
irrigation system is currently reduced 
by a mandatory 20%. It may not seem 
serious in the winter, but when summer 
returns, any trees planted will need 
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MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT
January 22, 2015

2014 YEAR-END REPORT
The unaudited financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association 

through December 31, 2014 shows:

Actual income of ........................................................................$7,618,408.99

Actual expenditure of .................................................................$7,662,625.44

Current Year Deficit ...................................................................... ($44,216.45)

The total investments in Reserve Money Market accounts,
Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and Bills ...................$4,961,990.75

The total investments in Operating Money Market accounts,
Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes, Bills and
Checking Account ...................................................................$1,473,872.32

Re-cycling Income, year to date .......................................................$1,842.01

Operating Interest Income, year to date ............................................$2,066.97

Reserve Interest, year to date ..........................................................$28,330.75

Treasurer’s comments:

The month of December 2014 ended with a surplus of $34,443.52. This 
dropped the end-of-year deficit to $44,216.45 thanks to a lot of rain and a 20% 
water reduction program. 

Salaries in total for the year were $5,212.11 under budget. Total Maintenance 
costs for the year, not including salaries were $21,566.43 over budget due to 
a very proactive staff.

Our accumulated reserve Interest for the year was $3,421.25 below the esti-
mated amount listed in the 2014 Reserve Study.

The following categories were under budget for the year: G&A, $27,724.87; 
and Recreation, $72,135.65. Landscape was on budget, overspending by a 
small amount, $746.92. The following categories were over budget for the 
year: Maintenance, $78,064.74; Traffic, $1,299.39; and Utilities $82,132.03.

The main factor creating the Utility deficit was water. Water costs for the year 
were $899,138.22 verses a budget of $805,775; a $93,363.22 deficit.

The Reserves ended the year with a balance of $4,811,022.97. This Reserve 
balance is $86,033.97 greater than the estimated year-ending Reserve Balance 
of $4,725,000 given to our Reserve Analyst back in August 2014.

The $150,000 contingency account was not used during the year for any 
emergency activity.

The $10,000 Capital account was not used during the year and ended the year 
with a $10,012 balance. This money will be rolled over and become part of 
the $51,725 Capital account for 2015. The remaining $41,713 required for the 
2015 Capital account will be transferred from surplus in January

Respectfully Submitted,
Arthur M. Rosen, Treasurer

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
January 22, 2015

•  Guest Speaker - Mr. Volzke, Public Information Manager for Santa Margarita 
Water District, addressed the drought situation and how it will affect Casta 
residents with increased rates in the near future.

• Financial Reports
  o  Recreation account money in amount of $1220 requested from General 

Fund.
  o  November and December and Fourth Quarter Reserve Fund Supplement 

reports were given. Refer to Page 3 of Courier.
  o  Thirty-one homes reported in arrears; resolution to record liens on seven 

homes approved.

• No Oral Reports by Committee Chairs

• No Old Business

•  All 14 items on the Consent Calendar approved - In addition to several 
maintenance items, the Pickleball Court Relocation and the formation of a 
Bowling League Club were approved. Also approved were the 2015 Annual 
Calendar, a Travel trip change, donation of microphone purchase and con-
solidation of project guidelines.

• New Business
  o Three maintenance contracts were approved.

• Management Reports

  o  Decal replacement for 2015-2016 was scheduled to be completed during 
January.

  o Tree pruning is in progress.
  o House painting for 2015 starts February 2.
  o Gatehouse renovations are complete.

•  Comments/Reports - None from Board Members or Residents and no Mis-
sion Viejo Liaison Report.

•  Adjournment - Next meeting of the Board of Directors on February 19 at 
1:00 PM in the Vista Room; next Workshop Meeting on February 5 at 9:00 
AM in the Fiesta Room.

Pat Vitti, Courier Staff

The November Report, published as a draft in the January issue of the Courier, 
was approved by the Board in January..

RESERVE FUND
QUARTERLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT

January 22, 2015
2014 YEAR-END REPORT

The unaudited fourth quarter Reserve Fund financial statement for Casta del 
Sol Homeowners Association shows:

Reserve Balance as of September 30, 2014  ..........................  $4,924,696.40
Fourth Quarter Activity, October 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014.

 INCOME
  Homeowner Contribution  .........  $448,500.00
  Reserve Interest Earned  ................  $8,564.58
  Total Reserve Income  ...............  $457,064.58
 EXPENSES
  Total Reserve Expenses  .............  (570,727.01)
 NET FROM RESERVES  ...................................................... ($113,662.43)
Reserve Balance as of December 31, 2014 ................................ $4,811,033.97

Respectfully Submitted,
Arthur M. Rosen, Treasurer

MAINTENANCE
NEWS
Tim Roller,
Maintenance
Services Supervisor

• Library Renovation
In  t he  coming 

months, the Board of Directors is 
going to receive proposals for the 
library renovation project. The Li-
brary Committee, Library Renovation 
Sub-Committee and Staff have been 
working tirelessly with an architect 

and designers to create a beautiful, 
functional and efficient space with all 
the modern features. 

The Recreation Office and lobby 
would be completed in the first phase 
of the project, so we can limit any 
interruption in service to residents and 
get staff back in their new work space. 
The largest part of the project will be 
the removal of the fireplace and the 
addition of a men’s bathroom.

Continued on page 7

More Than an Employee
On January 8, 2015, Casta del Sol lost a long-time friend and 10-year em-

ployee, Richard Lesheski.  Richard’s unique contributions to Casta far exceeded 
his role as an employee in the Recreation Department.

Richard not only had a smile on his face and a cheery attitude each day, he 
considered all residents of Casta as family and loved being part of their lives. 
This spirit to help and connect was always felt by residents.
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877.225.2284
www.calbath.com

12 Months | No Payments | No Interest

Family Owned and Operated for 23 Years

Tub to Shower Conversions Full Bath Remodels Acrylic Bath Makeovers

BATHROOM MAKEOVER!

CALL TODAY
for Complimentary Design 

& Estimate
15% OFF ALL PROJECTS FOR 
CASTA DEL SOL RESIDENTS

NEW YEAR SALE

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/15 CALL FOR DETAILS
LIMITED TIME OFFER

Lic. # 689923 | Bathroom Remodels • Kitchen Remodels • Closet Organizers •  Bathroom & Kitchen Refinishing • Acrylic Remodels•   
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FOR OVER 26 YEARS 
SERVING SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 

Call THE ARSHI TEAM for a Free 
Market Evaluation! 

949-455-0606 

Casta del Sol  
Specialist 

FIRST  CLASS 
Lic.#01032834 

28041 Via Machado 
   

SOLD ON 04/15/2014 
Alicia Alt. Model  

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1031 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $419,900 

23532 Via Benavente 
   

SOLD ON 08/28/2014 
Guadalupe Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1437 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $500,000 

28169 Manchuca 
  

SOLD ON 07/15/2014 
Cypress Point Model 
With Panoramic View 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1543 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $510,000 

23296 El Greco 
  

SOLD ON 08/14/2014 
Pacific Grove Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bath, 1500 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $480,000 

27830 Espinoza 
    

SOLD ON 07/18/2014 
Maya Model– Customized 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1552 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $469,900 

28572 Barbosa 
   

SOLD ON 08/21/2014 
Maya Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $449,000 

28171 Manchuca 
   

FOR SALE 
Pebble Beach Model w/loft 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1740 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $715,000 

24106 Calendula 
 

SOLD ON 01/23/2015 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft.  
Offered at $489,900 

28159 Manchuca 
   

SOLD ON 03/28/2014 
Cypress Point Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1543 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $529,900 

28477 Borgona 
   

SOLD ON 04/22/2014 
Monterey Model w/loft 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1900 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $550,000 

23772 Via Hierro 
    

SOLD ON 01/16/2014 
Blanca Alt. Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1126 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $390,000 

28496 Barbosa 
   

SOLD ON 09/09/2014 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1495 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $470,000 

~Happy Valentine’s Day~ 

23481 Ribalta 
  

SOLD ON 09/12/2014 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $469,900 

28572 Barbosa 
   

 SOLD ON 11/12/2014 
Maya Model– Remodeled 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $569,900 

    

28222 Via Cernuda 
  

SOLD ON 03/27/2014 
Juanita Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1563 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $529,900 

     

     

  

 

Thank You Casta del Sol For All Your Business 
 

Nobody Sells More Homes In  
Casta del Sol Than The Arshi Team. 

 

No Other Agent Or Company. Period. 

28407 Alava 
    

FOR SALE 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $549,900 

28165 Manchuca 
 

FOR SALE 
Monterey Model w/Loft 

2 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1856 Sq. Ft.  
Offered at $610,000 

 

24068 Calendula 
  

SOLD ON 01/28/2015 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1471 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $490,000 
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For further information see other Association News Articles or Committee Reports that may be in this issue or contact the committees directly.

Major Project Summary

Rec Ctr 1 Pool and Spa Renovation of pool/spa deck, pool Facilities, Contractors/ Reserve Costs/ Rec Ctr 1 Pool and Spa
Area Renovation stairways, landscaping, planters, Architectural, Construction Proposal Costs will Area Renovation
 kitchen patio, grass lawn Greenbelt Schedule update be discussed Subcommittee
     2/27/15, 9:30 AM
     Garden Room
     Special Open Board Meeting
     2/18/15, 1:00 PM
     Garden Room

Library Renovation Renovate the library, large print room, Facilities Contractor/Permit Estimated Reserve Library Subcommittee
 restrooms, and recreation office and  update Cost: $145,000 2/25/15, 2:00 PM
 counter; remove fireplace    Garden Room

 Project Name Description Committee Status Financial Impact Next Public Meeting

When buying a common interest prop-
erty, you automatically become a member 
of an association. Here are a baker’s dozen 
of items to consider first:

 1.  Read the CC&Rs. The document is a 
joint agreement between all the own-
ers regarding the property, and it binds 
you when you become an owner – so 
read it before you take ownership. 
Look for restrictions regarding how 
you use your property – Are there 
pet limits? Can you park your RV in 
the driveway? Are there restrictions 
against hard floors (in multi-story 
buildings)? You will want to know 
that before you own.

 2.  Check the reserves disclosures. Pru-
dent associations set aside money 
each month to offset the ongoing 
deterioration of major capital com-
ponents (roofs, asphalt, paint, etc). 
Associations with little money saved 
in reserves are more likely to impose 
special assessments against the mem-
bers when major refurbishments are 
needed. Unfunded reserve accounts 
are a form of hidden debt not reflected 
on the balance sheet.

 3.  It isn’t about me, it’s about us. Com-
mon interest communities are just that 
– communities. The HOA is not them, 
it’s us.

 4.  In California, the common interest 
development (aka HOA) law is so 
complicated it is difficult to operate 

HOA Homefront – Tips for the Prospective Member
By Kelly G. Richardson, Esq. CCAL one without professional help. If 

the association has no professional 
manager, it is probably innocently 
violating many laws (and the board 
is probably working too hard as free 
managers of the community).

 5.  The board members are homeowners 
also, and they pay the same assess-
ments you do. They volunteer their 
time to handle things you don’t have 
to worry about. If you want to worry 
about those things, volunteer for the 
board.

 6.  No license or credential is required 
in California to manage associations 
– ask about the reputation and creden-
tials of the manager.

 7.  If you buy a condominium, under-
stand that common area, the shared 
property, is probably a lot more than 
you think. It may include even the 
drywall underneath your paint, or the 
floor underneath your carpeting.

 8.  In associations it is NOT better to ask 
for forgiveness than permission. You 
may be required to apply in writing 
to the association before you make 
changes to your home (and possibly 
to your yard).

 9.  Never assume the board is not enforc-
ing a rule or restriction, so that it is OK 
for you to ignore it – the association’s 
enforcement actions are normally in 
closed session, and you may be un-
aware of the board’s actions against 
violators… until you become one.

 10.  HOA managers don’t make decisions 
– managers advise the board, and then 
implement board decisions and policy.

 11.  Individual directors have no power 
to make decisions - HOA leadership 
is a team sport, and the board makes 
decisions, not one director (even if 
President).

 12.  Read the Community Association 
Institute Introduction to Community 
Association Living. The free download 
can be found at www.caionline.org. 
Click on education then education for 

Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

February 2015
Huddleston, Wallace & Noreen ...........23662 Via Pelllicer ......................581-8391

 Lake Forest, CA

Grossman, Morley & Nancie ...............28241 Nebrija ..............................328-9168

 Edinburg, TX

Haynes, Elsa .........................................23696 Villena .................... (714) 392-1148

 Orange, CA

McKay, William & Roberto ................27802 Espinoza ........................Will Notify

 Newport Beach, CA 

Tammen, Claudia .................................27784 Via Sarasate ............ (714) 791-5788

 Silverado, CA

Liljegren, Dorothy ................................23316 Villena ...........................Will Notify

 Hot Spring Village, AR

Jacobs, John & Anita ...........................28416 Borgona ............................600-5695

 Laguna Woods, CA

Sweigart, Robert & Eileen ...................23886 Villena ..............................859-8230

 Mission Viejo, CA

Kudla, Karen ........................................28296 Borgona .................. (951) 526-7362

 Murrieta, CA

Johnson, Joy .........................................27732 Via Sarasate ......................472-5430

 Lake Forest, CA  

Directory change

Wells, Robert & Denise .......................23711 Via Storni ..........................305-8312

Gomez-Garcia, Maggi ..........................28261 Las Casas ..........................716-4891

homeowners.

 13.  It’s all about being a good neighbor. 
Consideration is the key to happy 
and successful association living. A 
self-centered focus is a path leading 
to conflict and unhappiness with the 
neighbors in the association.

Common interest development associa-
tions are a large and increasing sector of 
the housing market. Look before you leap, 
embrace the benefits (and responsibilities) 
of common interest community living, and 
have a positive experience!

Editor’s Note:

The Courier has previously published important and relevant HOA articles written 
by Kelly G. Richardson that were published in the Orange County Register. Mr. 
Richardson is the managing partner of Richardson Harman Ober PC, a law firm 
with offices in Southern California known for community association advice. Mr. 
Richardson has kindly authorized the publication of his latest article in The Courier; 
all rights reserved.
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February 2014 CdS Paint Schedule

Calle Alonso (trim only)
23901 . . . . . . . 23905 ................. 23911 ............... 23915 ...............23921
23923 . . . . . . . 23925 ................. 23931 ............... 23935
Espinoza (trim only)
27891 . . . . . . . 27893 ................. 27895 ............... 27897 ...............27883
27885 . . . . . . . 27887 ................. 27889 ............... 27875 ...............27877
27879 . . . . . . . 27881 ................. 27867 ............... 27869 ...............27871
27873 . . . . . . . 27859 ................. 27861 ............... 27863 ...............27865
27851 . . . . . . . 27853 ................. 27855 ............... 27857 ...............27849
27847 . . . . . . .  27845 ................ 27843 ............... 27841 ...............27839
27837 . . . . . . . 27835 ................. 27833 ............... 27831

If there are any questions, contact Chris Pederson at 949-215-1955 or Color 
West Painting at 1-951-757-4358.

DIGGING UP YOUR 
ROOTS
Continued from page 1

MEET JOHN HUNTINGTON, 
NEW CDS CHORALE CLUB 
DIRECTOR
Continued from page 1

DO YOU HAVE A “CUL-DE-
SAC” HUSBAND? WE DO.
Continued from page 1

went to the adjacent county.

The Mission Viejo Library and 
Family History Center at the Mormon 
Church have genealogy sections staffed 
by volunteers. These are great places to 
start digging your family roots.

One day, not long ago, he really 
proved his husband prowess. I saw 
my dog pouncing toward something 
on my side yard patio. I assumed it 
was a lizard and was admonishing her 
to come in. When I approached her, I 
realized, too late, that it was a gopher 
snake. She already had it in her mouth 
and was proudly shaking it toward me.  
I screamed so loud that many neighbors 
came out to check on me, including Jan 
and Steve. When I told them what hap-
pened, Jan was as horrified as I. Steve, 
on the other hand, just told me calmly 
that he would handle it. And handle it 
he did. He went home to put on gloves 
and armed with a plastic trash bag, 
bravely entered the yard and retrieved 
the snake from my dog’s mouth. He 
just as calmly put it in the trash can. He 
really went above and beyond to be a 
good neighbor, so please let everyone 
know how lucky those of us who live 
on their cul-de-sac are.

There will be plenty of built-in shelv-
ing and custom drawers throughout the 
library, making it easily accessible for 
everyone. Charging stations and Wi-Fi 
access for computer and Kindle users 
be will part of the new conveniences. 

We will need everybody’s patience 
during this time, as the project is 
expected to take a few months once 
it begins. Construction is tentatively 
scheduled to begin in March of 2015.

MAINTENANCE NEWS
Continued from page 3

LANDSCAPE NOTES
Continued from page 2

extra water to become established. 
Homeowners will be asked to volunteer 
hand watering to help establish new 
trees, because there are possible fines if 
the HOA water meters exceed the limit.

involved with this dynamic group, pick 
up a Saddleback Emeritus Schedule 
available at Rec Ctr 1.
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LIBRARY
This is a short month, but has many 

memorable days. To mention a few, 
there is Chocolate Lover’s Month, 
Groundhog Day, Presidents’ Day, 
American Heart Month, get your cardio 
check up, and many more. 

With these cool days, our library is 
a very busy place. I read somewhere 
that reading is dreaming with open 
eyes – how true. There are so many pa-
perback books available on our shelves. 
I always put one in my purse and it 
makes waiting for an appointment time 
go faster. Keep reading! 

Have any of our readers gone on 
some of these sites on the internet, such 
as Lumosity, Brain Power or Rosetta 
Stone? I find them interesting. An ac-
tive brain is a happy brain!

Twelve regular hard cover books 
were bought in January, as well as 
eleven large print hard cover books. 

Some exciting news to be shared with 
all residents: the library will be going 
into a complete renovation this year. 
The bids have gone out and when ap-
proved by the Board, renovations will 
begin. Please check the Courier for 
further details.

The next Library Committee meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, February 
5 at 10:00 AM in the Garden Room. 
Please try to attend.

Bernice Ciolli, 855-1746
Wally Lukanov, Liaison

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE 
LIBRARY
Regular Print:
Deep Down Dark, Hector Tobar

Everything I Never Told You,
 Celeste Ng

Hope to Die, James Patterson

In the Kingdom of Ice, Hampton Sides

Moriarty, Anthony Horowitz

No Fortunate Son, Brad Taylor

Orphan Train, Christina Baker Kline

Redeployment, Phil Klay

The Cinderella Murder,
 Mary Higgins Clark

The Job,
 Janet Evanovich & Lee Goldberg

There Was a Little Girl, Brooke Shields

We Are Not Ourselves,
 Matthew Thomas

Serving
Saddleback Valley

Since 1973

ARCHITECTURAL
The Architectural Committee has 

developed several new paint color 
schemes for all models of homes in 
Casta del Sol. It was our intent to up-
grade home paint colors throughout 
Casta. The committee felt that after 
40 plus years of very similar exterior 
home paint colors that it was time for 
us to have a small town look, just like 
the rest of Mission Viejo.

So you can now choose several new 
paint colors for your stucco/siding 
and/or trim and even a different ac-
cent color for hinged doors, shutters, 
flower boxes, etc. Because we believe 
that most residents are not aware of the 
new paint color schemes which were 
first introduced a couple of years ago, 
the Architectural Committee is offering 
Paint Color Specialists, who will be 
happy to assist home owners choose 
the paint color scheme for their home. 

When you receive a notice from 
Color West stating they will be painting 
your home this year and you wish to 
make a color change and want to know 
what other paint colors are available, 
please call Joann Reinhold at 859-7592. 
She can help answer your questions 
and/or concerns and will be happy to 
meet with you to show you all the new 

FACILITIES
Each January the Association sends 

its residents a list of the accomplish-
ments of the Board of Directors and the 
major committees at Casta del Sol. The 
Facilities Committee’s list was long 
and varied, and illustrated the com-
mitment of the committee to meet the 
challenges of keeping Casta’s facilities 
in good condition. 

2015 will see the completion of the 
two renovation projects at Rec Ctr 1, 
the pool and library.  The commit-
tee will continue to closely monitor 
their progress through construction, 
and their status will be reported in the 
Courier. Scheduled meetings on these 
and other projects will be announced 
in the Courier, and interested residents 
are invited to attend.

GREENBELT
As with all Casta del Sol commit-

tees, we begin a new year. Our Board 
Liaison, Bob Burdick, did not overstate 
the importance of a total community 
understanding of those issues that seem 
most visible to all of us. Brown lawns 
may be the tip of the iceberg or not. I 
wish I had a clear picture of possible 
additional sanctions by SMWD in the 
coming years. I am not convinced that 
SMWD has a crystal ball either. No 
matter what lies ahead for Casta, the 
Greenbelt Committee will act accord-
ingly for the total benefit of our com-
munity. Former Greenbelt Chair Ken 
Amstutz stated at the beginning of last 
year: The Greenbelt Committee tries 
its best to balance the current needs of 
today’s homeowner with the demands 
of the future.

As Greenbelt Committee members, 
we will make every effort to balance 
community needs with our established 
Rules and Policies of the Greenbelt 
Committee. If you are new to this com-
munity, our committee meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month. See your 
Courier calendar for specific times 
and location. As a homeowner, you 
may be able to resolve your individual 
concern first by reviewing specific top-
ics covered in our community phone 
directory. The Greenbelt Committee 
works with our Landscape Services 
Coordinator, Bill Thornton, to ensure 
that all homeowners have an outlet to 
help with their concerns.

You may have noticed some small 
changes to the entrance at Gate 1 and to 
several areas adjacent to and in front of 
the Fiesta Room. One of the largest un-
dertakings for the Greenbelt Committee 
in 2015, in conjunction with SMWD, 
will be the Turf Renovation Removal 
Rebate Program. At the time of this ar-
ticle, our Casta Board of Directors was 
reviewing decisions to move forward 
on this project. If you are interested 
in being a member of this committee, 

color choices available for your model.

Please note that the Architectural 
Committee meets on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 1:00 PM in the Gar-
den Room. Routine architectural ap-
plications are being processed weekly; 
only unusual requests will be discussed 
by the entire committee.

Jerie Miller, 454-1048
Audrey Michaels, Liaison

The Facilities Committee meets on 
the second Thursday of the month in 
the Garden Room at 9:00 AM and in-
terested residents are invited to attend. 
Members of the committee are assigned 
various projects currently under discus-
sion and report on their status at each 
meeting. For more information contact 
Victoria Crayne at crayne@prodigy.net 
or call 587-1853.

Wayne Block and Victoria Crayne,  
587-1853

Wally Lukanov, Liaison 

please do not hesitate to contact me at 
the number listed below.

Randy Gish, 305-2718
Bob Burdick, Board Liaison

Continued on page 10
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BOKER YARUSS
C 949.929.7187

Boker@BokerYaruss.com
www.BokerYaruss.com

JAYE YARUSS
C 949.842.2961

Jaye@BokerYaruss.com
www.BokerYaruss.com

BE IT MANSION OR TOWNHOME, EXPECT EXCELLENCE 
We Specialize in Casta Del Sol and Cater 
to Our Senior Friends and Neighbors

BOKER & JAYE YARUSS
www.BokerYaruss .com

Boker & Jaye Yaruss | We Mean Business

SOLD  |  23471 Villena  |  Represented Seller

LISTED  |  23701 Via Benavente  |  $449,900

SOLD  |  23751 Via Mistral  |  Represented Seller

SOLD  |  27722 Via Rodrigo  |  Represented Seller

SOLD  |  28194 Alava  |  Represented Seller

LISTED  |  28048 Espinoza  |  $529,900

SOLD  |  28475 Pacheco  |  Represented Seller

SOLD  |  27802 Espinoza  |  Represented Seller

SOLD  |  28461 Pacheco  |  Represented Seller

LISTED  |  23732 Via Hierro  |  $489,000

SOLD  |  23805 Villena  |  Represented Seller

SOLD  |  23511 Via Murillo  |  Represented Seller
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Large Print:
MacCallister, The Eagles Legacy The 
Killing,
 Wm. W. Johnstone & J.A. Johnstone

Never Turn Your Back on an Angus 
Cow,
 Dr. Jan Pol

No River Too Wide, Emilie Richards

Rain on the Dead, Jack Higgins

The Assassination Option,
  W.E.B. Griffin & Wm. E. Butter-

worth IV

The Book of Unknown Americans,
 Cristina Henriquez

The Catch, Taylor Stevens

The Escape, David Baldacci

Three Bargains, Tania Malik

Tom Clancy Full Force & Effect,

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE 
LIBRARY
Continued from page 8

MASTER PLAN
On January 6, the Committee met 

and interviewed the principles of ICG, 
our company of choice, which is well 
versed in Master Planning consultation 
to Senior HOAs, as well as City and 
Educational Institution future planning.

Their resume is considerable and con-
tains involvement in Laguna Woods 
Master Plan, Joslyn Senior Center 
Facility Master Plan Needs Assess-
ment in Claremont, American Sports 
Center at the Great Park, Boulder Hills 
Multifamily Development in Menifee, 
Mead Valley Senior Housing in Mead 
Valley, California and several major 
master plan projects for the City of 
Pasadena, to name just a few.

Of considerable interest to the com-

SOCIAL
In case you have not heard, the 

winners of the Let’s Decorate Casta 
categories are: Reason for the Season 
first place, Bill and Mimi Burfeind and 
second place, Elaine Watschke and Kip 
Isbell. Nostalgic/Traditional first place, 
Van Quinn and Mike Balzer and second 
place, Bill Newsom. Anything Goes 
first place, Vern and Fran Sprankle 
and second place, Tom Gertsen. The 
displays were spectacular. Every entry 
was so nice that it must have been dif-
ficult to pick the winners. I am glad I 
was not a judge because I would still be 
here trying to decide the winners. They 
all deserved a prize. We on the com-
mittee thank everyone who decorated 
their homes. Perhaps next year there 
will be more entries and Casta del Sol 
will again be shining brightly during 
the holiday season.

We begin with plans for 2015, and 
there is a possibility, because of the 
pool area being remodeled, we may 
have to scratch the Memorial Day 
event. This summer we plan a chili 
cook-off with a hoedown party. Also 

TRAVEL
The sign-up continues for an evening 

of Comedy and Magic at the Rec Ctr 
1 office.

Plans are for an amazing evening 
with appetizers, entree choices of 
Prime Rib or Salmon served with 
scalloped potatoes and veggies, and 
Jolanda’s famous Bombe. Wine will 
accompany the meal. Following the 
meal, two famous comedy persons 
will entertain you. An award-winning 
magician, Johnny Ace Palmer, will 

TRAFFIC
The Traffic Committee wishes to 

thank all the volunteers who worked 
so hard to get the bi-annual Age Veri-
fication and Automobile Registration 
Stickers program completed during the 
last week of January. This is a major, 
necessary program, part of which is 
mandated by the State. Again, thank 
you all.

Five new signs have been installed 
throughout our community indicating 
speed enforcement using radar. Hope-
fully, this will encourage speeding 
drivers to slow down when entering 
Casta del Sol.

A reminder that when you employ 
a vendor such as a housekeeper, care-
giver, etc. and you are the first house 
visited and this vendor then goes to 
another house in Casta del Sol on the 
same day, you will be held responsible 
for any traffic infractions this person 
may commit. It is important that you 
tell such vendors to obey the traffic 
rules in Casta. A sub-committee is 
presently working on a possible system 
which would allow us to track such 
workers while they are in Casta del Sol.

Dave Croteau, 716-2295
Audrey Michaels, Liaison

FREE
HEARING SCREENING

Expires 6/30/15.

FREE
BATTERIES FOR 3 YEARS

949.207.7749
Dana Ryan, HAD

Nisreen Alkhayer, Au.D.
*With purchase of an AGX5, 7, or 9 device.

THIS 
YEAR  

I WILL

BETTER
HEAR

Hearing Centers
SoundWavePart of

www.missionaudiology.com Mission Viejo • 26302 La Paz Rd, Ste 107

 Mark Greaney

When Britain Burned the White House,
 Peter Snow

mittee was ICG’s method of approach-
ing the residents of Casta del Sol to 
gain their input to the future needs 
amenities and special interests of the 
community. They accomplish this by 
a series of surveys, in-person through 
open houses, questionnaires mailed to 
the home, website notification and a 
number of workshops with club mem-
bers and interested residents.

As a result of the two-hour meeting, 
the committee saw fit to recommend to 
the Board of Directors that they enter 
into a contract agreement with ICG to 
begin the Master Plan Renaissance, or 
rebirth if you will, of Casta’s present 
and future recreational facilities and 
amenities.

After the meeting with ICG, the com-
mittee also considered revisiting our 
ability to reduce electric costs through 
solar applications, as well as other rev-
enue stream possibilities and proposals 
to provide standards and guidelines for 
re-facing or modernizing the eleva-
tions of some of the older Casta model 
homes. Progress on these items will 
appear in later editions of the Courier.

I am pleased to have two new mem-
bers, Len Rullo and Martha Shelby, on 
our committee and look forward to their 
participation.

Our next meeting will be on February 
6, at 2:30 PM in the Garden Room.

Ed Tutton, 584-1638
Jerie Miller, Liaison

in the plans are Karaoke, Wine and 
Cheese with a show of artist’s talents. 
Other events planned are Oktoberfest, 
Tree Trimming Party, Let’s Decorate 
Casta, and the New Year’s Eve party. 
We have a full plate to fill with your 
help in attending.

There were approximately 56 people 
at the New Year’s Eve party, and re-
ports are they had a very good time. 
The music was great, the food was 
delicious, and with good friends and 
neighbors there could not be a better 
mix. That’s the way to celebrate the 
last day of the year.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
Audrey Michaels, Liaison

Continued on page 11

 

With 260°F Steam Extraction! 
 We clean tile & grout 
 We do tile & grout repair 
 We do grout re-coloring 
 We re-grout and re-caulk tubs, showers 

and more! 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 

 Travertine cleaning & sealing 
 Marble cleaning & sealing 
 Mexican Pavers 
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23442 El Toro Rd., Lake Forest, CA
www.freedomvillage.org

(949) 340-8108

Just Make a Brand New Start of It.

Step out of your rut!
Meet new neighbors at line dancing, yoga class,  beach walks or 

nightly as you enjoy 5-Star dining.

Visit Freedom Village today and experience our vibrant lifestyle with beautiful amenities and friendly residents.  
Tour our Saddleback Lounge, State-of-the-Art Health Club, Art Studios, Theatre, Poker Room, Card Room and so much more.  

Our Continuing Care program guarantees a secure plan for your future with Independent Living, Assisted Living and 
Skilled Nursing, all on one beautiful campus.  Benefit from Comprehensive Coordinated Care which is exclusive to 
Freedom Village – learn why our residents enjoy life today and have peace of mind for future healthcare needs.

Call today 
for a complimentary luncheon and tour:  

fascinate you with his slight of hand 
abilities. All this for only $56, so hurry 
on down and sign up for an evening to 
remember right here in our own Vista 
Room. 

For March, our trip is to the San Di-
ego History Museum for the Discovery 
of King Tut’s Tomb exhibition with 

1000 breathtaking recreations of his 
treasures. We will start off with lunch 
at Phil’s BBQ for a combo plate of 
BBQ Tri-Tip Sandwich, BBQ Chicken, 
cole slaw, potato salad, cookies and a 
beverage.

I am still receiving compliments for 
the wonderful day every one had who 
traveled with us to the Candlelight Pa-
vilion for Christmas. The food, service, 

beverages, and entertainment were 
excellent. It was a real treat having 
Mr. and Mrs. Santa remain after lunch 
and play the part to take pictures with 
anyone who wanted to do so. It was 
truly a day filled with the holiday spirit.

If you have not already done so, stop 
by Rec Ctr 1 and pick up a schedule of 
our 2015 trips. You’ll be sure to find a 
trip you won’t want to miss. The next 

sign-up date is February 9 for a trip to 
Santa Barbara City College Culinary 
School, and highlights of places to see 
in Santa Barbara and a train ride home. 
The trip date is Monday, April 20.

We are still taking reservations for 
our America’s Music Cities trip, fea-
turing New Orleans, Memphis, and 
Nashville.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495
Betty Brouwer, Liaison

TRAVEL
Continued from page 10
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ADVANCED CATARACT SURGERY
WITH MULTIFOCAL LENSES

NEW LASER ASSISTED CATARACT SURGERYNEW LASER ASSISTED CATARACT SURGERY

ORANGE COUNTY EYE INSTITUTEORANGE COUNTY EYE INSTITUTE

Diplomate American Board
of Ophthalmology

Fellowship Trained in Cornea
and Refractive Surgery

24411 Health Center Dr., Suite 340 • Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Saddleback Memorial Medical Tower

(949)
837-EYES(3937)

www.oceyeinstitute.com

Most PPO’s, Medicare
Some Vision Plans, Some HMO’s

• Cataract • Dry Eye • Glaucoma • LASIK• Cataract • Dry Eye • Glaucoma • LASIK
• Macular Degeneraton• Macular Degeneraton

GEORGE M. SALIB, M.D.

C O M P R E H E N S I V E  E Y E  C A R E

February 2015 Let’s Go traveLinG
Savory Santa Barbara & Sunset Train Ride
Monday, April 20

Depart: 8:30 AM

Return: 9:00 PM

Price: $116.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities.

Sign-up Begins: Monday, February 9, at 7:00 AM in the Garden Room.
We begin our trip with a comfortable motor coach ride to Santa Barbara City 

College’s Culinary School where we will take a seat in the dining Room. These 
future chefs  will show off their new found skills by preparing your choice of a 
gourmet entree from one of the following: Poached Salmon, Beef Tenderloin, 
Chicken Marsala or a Vegetarian entree. 

After lunch we will be joined by a local guide for an afternoon tour of Santa 
Barbara with highlights that include the County Courthouse, Mission Santa Bar-
bara, a bird refuge, and historic Stearn’s Wharf. We will have time to stroll down 
State Street, exploring galleries, boutiques, and shops before boarding our one-way 
Amtrak train taking us to Union Station where we will transfer to our motor coach 
to return us to Casta del Sol. A wonderful day with delicious food, a guided tour, 
and, of course, a wonderful sunset train ride home - a perfect day. Don’t miss it.

Other Events With Sign-Ups Underway
An Evening of Comedy & Magic 
With Dinner In Our Own Fabulous Vista Room Restaurant
Tuesday, February 24
Price: $56.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities.
Sign-up continues in the Rec Ctr 1 office.

The Discovery of King Tut
With Lunch in San Diego at Phil’s BBQ
Thursday, March 26
Price: $98.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities.
Sign-up continues in the Rec Ctr 1 office.

TRAVEL COMMITTEE
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Continued on page 17

CANINE COMPANIONS
We’ve had some good and bad 

weather this year, but I hope that now 
the temps will stay fairly high so we 
can have some outside events. A num-
ber of new folks have joined the Club 
recently bringing more interest for our 
older members.

Last year we had fewer problems 
with coyotes. However, December and 
January brought two dog fatalities by 
coyotes, both of which affected newer 
residents. It appears that a lack of avail-
able food has increased attacks close to 
homes. This is dangerous. We experi-
enced it two years ago when dogs were 
attacked in the spring and it lasted into 
the cooler months. So, please be extra 
careful. When you see new residents 
with dogs, alert them to the problem 
and tell them to read our Club’s articles 
for the latest news. Cautionary advice 
can spare the new residents from these 
extremely sad events.

On the brighter side, we’ll be having 
potluck events soon and these are happy 
times for the attendees and the dogs. All 
residents are invited to join us in the 
potluck and speaker meetings, which 
we will schedule for this year. We are 
a very social group and expanding.

Gordy Hite, 951-7588

BIBLE STUDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol who 

has an interest in participating in the 
study of the Bible, is welcome to join in 
this Bible Study Club. This is an active 
group of folks from different faiths, 
and the numbers have been growing 
steadily for over 20 years. Our studies 
are varied, but always Bible oriented. 
We examine and/or question the study 
of the day, but always keep the discus-
sion on topic and in the Bible.

The Club meets at Rec Ctr 2 every 
Tuesday morning from 10:00 AM for 
fellowship, and 10:20-11:45 AM for 
study. In February we will be looking 
at how to study the Bible. It is sure to 
be an interesting discussion. The Bible 
Study Club is a non-profit, no-dues 
club. No matter which section of the 
Bible we are studying, the discussion 
is always lively and informative. For 
information contact Andy Trussell at 
859-4524.

Written by Gary Radman for
Andy Trussell, Chair 859-4524

BABY BOOMERS
Come help us celebrate Chinese New 

Year with our Chop Stick Hop on Sat-
urday, February 7, at 6:00 PM in the 
Vista Room. We are serving Chinese 
food, cookies, wine, coffee or tea all 
for only $10 for members and $14 for 
guests. We will have a DJ to take your 
favorite music requests, and a 50/50 
raffle. Sign-ups start on January 10 at 
Rec Ctr 1 and end on February 4. 

BRIDGE AT CASTA
Monday ....................Party Bridge
 12:00 Noon until 4:00 PM
 Nancy Tirrell ..................273-8253
 Co-host:
 Michael Gormley ...........586-1948

Tuesday ....................Duplicate Bridge
 12:30 until 4:30 PM
 Allan Kausrud ................707-5601

Saturday night ..........Party Bridge
 Joanne Guenther ............457-1847
 Call for details.

The Game of bridge started in the 
mid-nineteenth century and was an 
offshoot of Whist (my grandparents 
played that one), which slid into auc-
tion bridge, then to contract bridge, 
which we play today. This is an in-
teresting sequence of card games. It 
was a whopper in home entertainment 
from its inception. In 1940 there were 

CERAMICS
Hello to all our friends and club 

members. 2015 was warmly welcomed 
at our January pizza and bingo lun-
cheon. Joe and Carol Hart called the 
numbers and made it very entertaining. 
It was so much fun that another bingo 
date has been set for Friday, March 
20 at 11:30 AM. This time bring your 
own lunch (if you wish). Soft drinks 
and dessert will be served and there 
will be a raffle. There is no cost other 
than $1 for each bingo card.

The Flea Market is set for March 
27 and 28. Donations can now be 
brought to the Ceramics workrooms. 

AEROBICS
The Aerobics Club had its longest 

break in over twenty years. We usu-
ally try to have a two-week break, but 
sometimes need to extend it to a third 
week.  However, the feeling now is that 
we should have the same calendar as 
Saddleback College.

Two of the most important things the 
club stresses are strength building and 
improving balance. Both of these are 
important for seniors and as the saying 
goes, either use it or lose it. Over the 
years muscle tissue, bone density and 
strength dwindle and these changes 
make everything harder to do. They 
also open the door to falls and fractures, 
which makes it harder for you to lead 
an active life. Strength training is the 
most effective way to slow and possibly 
reverse much of this decline. Balance 
can be improved even at a very old 
age. At our classes we do a great deal 
to improve balance. We use balance 
pods, standing on one foot and having 
the other foot do the exercises, but the 
newest thing is standing with a pod 
under each foot. Not easy!

We welcome all to see a class in ac-
tion.

Hillie Sprayregen, 586-7760

ARMDI
The ARMDI Activity Group in 

Casta del Sol supports and promotes 
the Israeli Red Cross and furthers 
awareness and a sense of community 
for the Jewish residents in Casta, while 
opening our doors to all residents who 
are interested.

We show movies, have guest speak-
ers, listen to great music and eat. We 
financially support the purchase of 
American-made ambulances and medi-
cal ambucycles. We meet the 4th Sun-
day of the month in the Vista Room at 
9:30 AM for a Sunday morning bagel 
and lox breakfast, where we feature 
various activities. The cost is $8 and 
sign-ups are at Rec Ctr 1.

Stuart Barnet, 951-0944

We will be celebrating our 10th 
birthday on Saturday, March 7 at 6:00 
PM in the Vista Room. Sign-ups will 
start on February 7 at Rec Ctr 1 and 
end on March 4. This event is still in 
the planning stages, so be sure to check 
back next month for all the details. We 
want to make it extra special.

If you have any questions or want to 
help set up the events, please call Geor-
gie at 716-6042 or Fran at 305-5547.

Rock on Boomers.
Jayne Freed, 837-9099

40 million bridge players in the U.S. 
and that equated to about one in three 
men, women and children. Of course, 
our game has undergone many refine-
ments since its beginning but it is still 
a game of bidding, setting a contract 
and trick taking. Bridge, as it was in 
the beginning, tests us along the way. 
This testing is good for it makes us use 
our minds, creates a challenge, brings 
people together, and it has no equal in 
non-sport recreational activity.

Jack Kirkeby, 855-6786

Members are asked to come in and 
sign up to work and to make cookies 
for this event.

With great sadness, we must report 
the passing in December of our long-
time member and friend, Florence 
Briley. She worked hard for the club 
for many years and is missed.

Members Jane Washa and Georgia 
Leach are moving away from Casta del 
Sol and we bid them goodbye and wish 
them well. Welcome to new members 
Barbara Krowe and Lisa Serrano. We 
look forward to getting to know you 
better.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

CHORALE
The Casta del Sol Chorale Club is 

up and running again as of January 20. 
Our new director, John Huntington, is 
getting us prepared for our upcoming 
concert, entitled It’s a Grand Night for 
Singing, a Tribute to Richard Rogers. 
Imagine the wonderful music you are 
going to hear later this spring. The 
Chorale Club is grateful for the talent 
and values that John Huntington brings 
to our group. 

This year’s officers are: President, 
Sara Henninger; Vice President, Marge 
Hartman; Secretary, Paula Berg; Trea-
surer, Sue Hite; and Member-At-Large, 
Mike Hochgesang.

If you are interested in joining the 
Chorale, please pick up a Saddleback 
Emeritus catalog at Rec Ctr 1. Any 
questions, give me a call.

Sara Henninger, 340-7726

COMPUTER
Now that we are one month into the 

year,  and have recovered from the end 
of year colds and ailments, we hope 
one of your new year resolutions is to 
learn more about your desktop, laptop 
and tablet computers. If you missed 
the January club meeting, you may 
not know that we have our very own 
computer club blog. It is still in beta 
test mode, but give it a try by going to:  
cdscomputerclub.blogspot.com.

Many of you experienced users may 
have utilized MS Publisher to make 
flyers in the past. During our February 
meeting, Ed Schwartz will be showing 
us how to make flyers using MS Word.

As always, we welcome newcom-
ers. Dues are only $10 per year for the 
primary member and an additional $5 
for a significant other. Remember, you 



Celebrating our 25th 
year in business and 

proud to be ”Your 
Neighborhood Plumber”.

Same low prices 
Same great service

ANNIVERSARY
1989-2014

We Specialize in the repair, 
sales and installation of 
the following:
Water Heaters - standard and tankless
Faucets and Disposals
Water Pressure Regulators
Slab Leaks and more Call us at (949) 858-3818

or visit our website at rsmplumbing.com

We offer special
discounts to our
Casta residents.

Save money on 
your energy bills 
with our expert 
Heating & Air 
Conditioning 
Solutions.

Mention this ad for $25 off
your next service call.

We are here to serve you seven days a week.
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- President’s Day- 1918

2726252423
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FridayMondaySunday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday

  1:00 PM Afternoon
                            Movie, V

1716

22

21

Daily/Weekly Activities Schedule - February 2015
*Aerobic Exercise ..........M,W,F, 8:00 AM, V (varies)
*Chorale Ensemble ........T, 10:30 AM, V
*Pilates ..........................M,W,F, 9:00 AM, V
*Sequential Stretching...M,W, 1:00 PM, V
Aerobic Club ..................T,TH, 8:00 AM, V
Beading Class ................F, 1:00 PM, AC
Bobble Ball..(Every Day)...3:00-6:00 PM, P2
Bocce Ball ......................M,W,F, 2:00-3:00 PM, BC
Bunco 2..........................2nd T, 6:30 PM, H
Bunco 3..........................1st T, 5:30 PM, H
Bunco 4..........................4th T, 7:00 PM, H
Bunco Babes ..................3rd T, 6:00 PM, F
Ceramics Class ..............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, AC
Ceramics Club ...............M,W,F, 9:00 AM, CW
Crafts for Charity ...........1st, 3rd W, 10:00 AM, H
Cribbage ........................TH, 6:30 PM, H
Duplicate Bridge ............T, 12:30 PM, F
Hand & Foot ...................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W,
 12:00 PM, H;
.......................................3rd M, 6:00 PM, F;

Association, Board & committee meetings          •          Association sponsored activities          •          CluB & community special events

  9:30 AM ARMDI Event, V
  6:30 PM Military
                      Veterans , F

10:00 AM Welcome, G

12 14

  9:00 AM Facilities, G
  6:00 PM Italian
           American Event, V

15

98 11

  3:00 PM Republican
                    Club Event, V

  9:30 AM Courier, G 
11:15 AM Las Damas 
                    Luncheon, V   1:00 PM Computer, V

10

  9:00 AM Greenbelt, G

  9:00 AM Chippers
            Tournament, RC2
  6:00 PM Baby Boomers
                            Party, V

.......................................1st T after 1st M, 5:30 PM, F
Lapidary Class ...............M,W, 9:00 AM, LP
Lawn Bowling ................M,W,F, 1:00 PM; T,TH, 6:30 PM
 S, 9:30 AM; LBG
Mah Jongg 1 ..................TH, 1:00 PM, H
Mah Jongg 3 ..................2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T, 12:30 PM, G
Mah Jongg 4 ..................TH, 1:00 PM, H
Mah Jongg Mavens .......M, 6:30 PM, H; S, 10:00 AM, H
Mexican Train ................F, 6:00 PM, G
Open Paddle Tennis .......T,W,TH,S,SU, 9:00 AM, PTC
Open Tennis ...................T,TH, 10:00 AM;
.......................................M,T,W,TH,F, 7:00 PM, TC
Original Mexican Train ...S, 6:30 PM, H
Pan 1..............................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, W, 12:00 PM, F;
 ......................................2nd W, 12:00 PM, G
Pan 6..............................1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, T, 12:30 PM, G;
 2nd T, 12:30 PM, V
Party Bridge ...................M, 12:00 PM, F;
 2nd, 4th, S, 6:30 PM, F
Pickleball .......................M, 9:00 AM; T, 1:00 PM;

.......................................F, 9:00 AM, PBC
Ping Pong.......................S, 9:15 AM; M,W, 6:00 PM, V
Pinochle .........................F, 6:30 PM, H
Poker Group ...................W, 6:30 PM, H
Poker .............................TH, 7:00 PM, F
Poker Ladies ..................1st, 3rd, W, 6:30 PM, F
Quilting ..........................1st, 3rd, TH, 1:00 PM, AC
Scrabble ........................M, 2:00 PM, H; T, 7:00 PM, L
Shuffle League ...............T, 9:00 AM, SBP
Shuffle Lessons .............F, 10:00 AM, SBP
Shuffle (Pot Of Gold) ......W, 6:30 PM, TH, 7:00 PM, SBP
Shuffle Singles ..............TH, 9:00 AM, SBP
Strummers .....................1st, 2nd, M, 3:30 PM, CW;
 3rd, 4th, M, 3:30 PM, G
Tennis/Paddle Tennis Courts Cleaned
.......................................T, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Texas Hold’em ...............W, 6:30 PM, F2
Water Exercise ...............M,T,W,TH,F, 9:00 AM, P1
Woodcarvers ..................M, 2nd, 4th, TH, 12:30 PM, AC;
.......................................1st, 3rd TH, 1:00 PM, CW

 
Recreation Center 1
 ESC = Emeritus Saddleback College
 AC = Arts & Crafts
 BC = Bocce Ball Courts
 CW = Ceramics Workshop
 F = Whole Fiesta Room
 F1 = Fiesta Room Fireplace Side
 F2 = Fiesta Room Back Side
 G = Garden Room
 L = Library
 LP = Lapidary Room
 P1 = Pool 1
 PBC = Pickleball Court
 SBP = Shuffleboard Pavilion
 V = VISTA

Recreation Center 2
 H = Heritage Room
 LBG = Lawn Bowling Green
 LBP = Lawn Bowling Patio/Pavilion
 P2 = Pool 2
 PTC = Paddle Tennis Court
 TC = Tennis Court

RECREATION CENTER
Monday - Friday

8:00 AM – 10:00 PM
Saturday and Sunday

8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

Meetings & events

  1:00 PM CdS BoD, V  9:30 AM Las Flores, V
10:00 AM Budget &
                       Finance, G

Heritage Garden
                        Work Day

10:30 AM Courier
                      Stuffing, V
12:00 PM Fishing, G

  9:00 AM Travel, G
11:30 AM Ceramics
                            Event, V

Calendar Coordinator
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@pcminternet.com
949/455-4681

75 6

10:00 AM Social, G
  2:15 PM Master Plan, G

- Groundhog Day -

9:00 AM CdS BoD
                       Workshop, F

February
2015

February
2015

1 2

  9:00 AM Traffic, G

3

10:15 AM Greenbelt
                   Master Plan, F
  1:00 PM Architectural, G

4

10:00 AM Library, G
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Heritage Realtor Group 

Dave Eisenbrey 
Realtor 

Direct:   (949)294-3727 
Email:   EisenbreyDave@gmail.com 
Web:      HeritageRealtorGroup.com 

27742 Vista del Lago, Suite #1 
Mission Viejo, CA 92692 

Casta del Sol Real Estate 

BRE # 01738121 

Congratulations to our 2014 Holiday Home Decorating Contest Winners
By April Wilsey, photos by Darrelyn Wood

In December, Casta del Sol celebrated its third an-
nual Holiday Home Decorating Contest. Thirteen 

homes participated in this event. The categories were 
Reason for the Season, Nostalgic/Traditional, and 
Anything Goes.

Reason for the Season: 1st Place Bill and Mimi Burfeind, 27876 Via Granados Reason for the Season: 2nd Place Elaine Watschke & Kip Isbell, 27816 Via Sarasate

Nostalgic/Traditional: 1st Place Van Quinn & Mike Balzer, 24082 Silvestre Nostalgic/Traditional: 2nd Place Bill Newsom, 28202 Via Herrera

Anything Goes: 1st Place Vern and Fran Sprankle, 28393 Borgona Anything Goes: 2nd Place Tom Gertsen, 28142 Calle Casal

Homeowners began decorating the outsides of 
their homes November 28 and the judging took place 
between December 15 and 19, with the winners be-
ing announced December 22. First place winners 
were awarded $30 and second place winners were 
awarded $15.

Not all CdS homeowners who decorated their 
homes entered the contest, but the lights and decora-
tions were appreciated by all in the community. And 
remember, it’s never too early to start planning for 
the next holiday season.
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COMPUTER
Continued from page 13

LAS DAMAS
Join us Wednesday, February 11 at 

11:15 AM in the Vista Room at Rec Ctr 
1 for our Be My Valentine luncheon. 
Members: $15. Guests: $17. Please 
make checks payable to Las Damas. 
Don’t forget to select your meal: light 
entrée is beef brisket and alternate is 
Cobb salad. Versatile duo Mick & 
Diane will offer a variety of tunes. 
Sign-up period ends February 8.

As part of our goal to be of service to 
our community, Las Damas is planning 
a clothing drive for the March luncheon 
to benefit the clients of Working Ward-

 
www.CastaDelSolRealEstate.com 

Valorie Stover 
949.939.1300 

15 yr. Resident, Specializing in Casta del Sol 

Homebuyers interested in moving to Casta del Sol use our website to 
monitor home values and receive up to date listing alerts. 

If you’re considering moving and would like to avoid Looky-Loos, we can 
introduce you to serious Homebuyers 

Our goal is to get the highest price possible for your home, as quickly as 
possible. Before you list your property, let’s see if it’s one of the homes 

our Homebuyers have been waiting for. 

www.CastaDelSolHomeValues.com 
Check out our website for a FREE instant online 

Market Estimate of the value of your home, 
Exclusively for Casta del Sol! 

Or call me for a more Comparative Market Analysis 

Any questions contact me! 
949.939.1300 

Val@castadelsolrealestate.com 

BRE #01439520  

CRAFTS FOR CHARITY
Do you enjoy the pleasure of craft-

ing? How about that special feeling 
you get from helping someone in need? 
That’s what Crafts for Charity is all 
about. Join us on the first and third 
Wednesday each month (February 4 
and February 18), from 10:00 to 11:30 
AM in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 
2. There’s no membership fee. Many 
of us meet afterward at a nearby eatery 
for a no-host lunch gathering.

We will soon be delivering Valentine 
cards to Laura’s House, a shelter for 
victims of domestic violence. Upcom-
ing projects include Mother’s Day 
bracelets and cards, as well as Thank 
You cards for Marines and Sailors 
based out of Camp Pendleton who are 
sponsored by the city of Mission Viejo. 
On-going activities include clipping 
coupons for military families based 
overseas and making soft, colorful 
hug pillows to donate to Child Abuse 
Prevention.

We’d love to meet you, and we are 
always looking for new ideas. Share 
your craft skills with us, or simply drop 
by and lend a hand. No special talent is 
needed. You’ll be shown what to do.

For details, please call Marlene Ka-
zen, 916-5044.

Jessica Hollowell, 916-9399

ITALIAN AMERICAN
On Thursday, February 12 at 6:00 PM 

we will have a fun night of Bingo in the 
Vista Room. Bingo Cards are $1 each. 
Members and non-members are invited 
to join us for a fun evening. Sign-up is 
not necessary. There will be cookies 
and coffee for refreshments.

In March we are going to have a 
fantastic dinner with high energy enter-
tainers. Watch the bulletin board for all 
the details. Our board is in the process 
of putting together a complete list of the 
entertainment in store for us in 2015.

We hope your holidays were all you 
wished them to be.

Mo Caywood, 916-1972
DEMOCRATIC

We welcome you to our Community 
Meeting on Wednesday, February 18, 
at 7:00 PM in the Garden Room.

We have invited the Honorable Cathy 
Schlicht, Mayor of Mission Viejo, 
as our guest speaker. Mayor Schlicht 
will be discussing fiscal solutions to 
preserve the current reserves in the city 
of Mission Viejo. The discussion will 
be followed by a question and answer 
period. Plan to attend the meeting and 
be informed about your city.

Norm Rosenkrantz, 380-0171

HERITAGE GARDEN
You might like to know about our 

Continued on page 19

will not be eligible for the monthly 
cash prize until your dues are paid. The 
club’s goal is to have one hundred paid 
members by the end of this year.

The meeting will be held February 
13, at 1:00 PM in Rec Ctr 1 Vista 
Room.

Mike Carr, 305-3191

club’s very successful recycle program. 
It has produced $427 just since August. 
It is another of Dave Rickett’s projects. 
You leave your discarded CRV marked 
bottles and cans in the barrels behind 
the Rancho. Dave collects them, hauls 
them home, crushes them, and bags 
them. When he has a large load, he 
drives them to Santa Ana where he gets 
top dollar. Dave’s last load produced 
$96! He donates all of the money to the 
Heritage Garden Club Building Fund 
for the new Rancho tile roof. He also 
collects newspapers, but the cans and 
bottles bring the big dollars. 

We have three projects in mind for 
2015. The first, the Rancho roof, will 
cost $2,008. We are close to our goal. 
Next, we plan to do a trial irrigation 
project in the garden. A small area 
will be the test site. Third, we want to 
collect funds for a front patio for the 
Rancho, providing a place where we 
can hold meetings or small events.

There will be no regular meeting this 
month, but we will have a workday on 
Saturday, February 21. Come if you 
can between 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.

Suzanne Popel, 215-5157

robes. This organization helps women 
re-entering the workplace who are in 
need of job interview and business 
appropriate items. For details, contact 
Kim Chiurazzi. 

Kim, our Fashion Show Director, is 
still looking for a few models and vol-
unteers who would like to participate in 
this year’s fashion show, Cruising Into 
Spring gala luncheon in April. To find 
out more, e-mail her at kchiurazzi@
cox.net.

Sign-up for the March 11 St. Patrick’s 
Day luncheon starts after this month’s 
luncheon at 2:00 PM in the office at Rec 
Ctr 1. Mike Chamberlain, the Singing 
TV Guy, will entertain us.

Jessica Hollowell, 916-9399

LAS FLORES
Our next meeting on Wednesday, 

February 18 will feature Steve Goto, 
speaking to us about Planting Toma-
toes Successfully in a Container. Steve 
is an expert nurseryman and lecturer 
based in southern California. He uses 
organic gardening practices to grow 
over 900 varieties of heirloom toma-
toes and other vegetables.  He gives 
seminars every spring and tomato tast-
ings every summer at Rogers Garden 

and across the west coast.

Please join us in the Vista Room at 
9:30 AM for a mini-brunch, the general 
meeting at 10:00, followed by our pro-
gram. We look forward to seeing you 
there. As always, guests are welcome. 

Special Notice: The Las Flores bus 
trip to the Getty museum originally 
planned for April has been cancelled. 
Instead, we’ve planned to go to the 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in 
Claremont. This is the largest botanic 
garden dedicated exclusively to Cali-
fornia native plants.  From the beautiful 
display of white, violet and blue lilacs 
to the yellow flannel bush, the spring 
bloom is amazing!  Bird enthusiasts can 
enjoy a wonderful variety of species. 
We hope you will come to the February 
meeting and sign up to join us in April.

Susan Delozier, 786-5415

MAH JONGG MAVENS
I am sad to report that we lost our 

friend and fellow Maven, Vivian Lit-
terest on New Year’s Day. Vivian was 
a long-time Mah Jongg player and we 
will all miss her very much.

We had the following winners at our 
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THANK YOU FOR MAKING US THE #1 SELLING REAL ESTATE OFFICE IN MISSION VIEJO FOR 2014!

CONTACT GOLF CLUBHOUSE FOR DETAILS ABOUT JOINING FUTURE EVENTS

25950 Acero Ste. 100 | Mission Viejo, CA 92691
If your home is currently listed with a broker, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Designed/Printed By One Step Services 1-888-587-5301. © Copyright, all rights reserved.

Chad CalBRE #01702292 | Justin CalBRE #01924005  | Bob CalBRE #01903602

direct: (949) 257-7695

BOB WIDTFELDT
bob@isellsoc.com

JUSTIN GREEN
justin@isellsoc.com

CHAD WIDTFELDT
chad@isellsoc.com

GREEN | WIDTFELDT

R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R S
R EGENCY

R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R S
R EGENCY

1.21.15

CASTA DEL SOL MEN’S QUARTERLY GOLF TOURNAMENT
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MAH JONGG MAVENS
Continued from page 17

VARIETY
Variety Club began the new year 

with a casting call for performers for 
the 2015 show. There are a total of 16 
skits, eight per act requiring a cast of 
38. The call resulted in welcoming new 
members. Consequently, you will see 
a number of new faces along with the 
old. These veterans (better than old) 
help stabilize the program and assist 
in providing experience for the new-
comers. This is just one element that 
enables Variety Club to sustain and 
grow professionally, but also to pro-
duce fine first-rate performances. We 
are light years ahead of Andy Hardy’s 
show in a garage. We closely resemble 
what you could see at a professional 
theater because we have to go through 
the same process as they do to bring 
our two-hour show to the stage. What 
better experience to work your way 

REPUBLICAN
As the new year dawns, the Republi-

can Club is going to focus on the more 
important and divisive issues facing the 
conservative element in the USA. The 
first issue we will tackle is one that has 
garnered immense interest, and will 
impact nearly every area of our lives. 
That topic is Immigration Reform. On 
February 8, we have engaged a panel of 
experts who will address the pros and 
cons of this very sensitive subject. It is 
necessary to sign up to attend this event 
and sign-up sheets are in the office at 
Rec Ctr 1. The cost of admission will 
be $10 per person for paid members, 
or $5 per person for guests. Dues may 
be left in an envelope at the Rec Ctr 1 
office or may be mailed to Membership 

PINOCHLE
Hello, Pinochle Players.

We play Pinochle in the Heritage 

MILITARY VETERANS
The Military Veterans Club did 

not meet after November 11 so that 
members could travel and enjoy the 
holidays. The Club leadership for 2015 

Room at Rec Ctr 2 every Friday, with 
play starting promptly at 6:30 PM. Card 
playing usually concludes around 9:30. 
We generally play 3-handed, but we 
also may play partners.

Everyone interested in the game of 
Pinochle is invited to come and join us 
for a fun evening. For more information 
please call Frank at 454-8636 or Nancy 
457-9066.

Nancy Money, 457-9066

Chair Barbara Heebner at 23757 Calle 
Azorin, or paid at the door. 

The Republican Club event will be 
held on February 8 at 3:00 PM in the 
Vista Room of Rec Ctr 1. Be sure to 
sign up at Rec Ctr 1 office. Table seat-
ing will not be assigned. Come early if 
you wish to sit with a friend.

Art McIntosh, 500-6694

January tournament: Myrna Smith 
won for having the most regular Mah 
Jonggs; Bobbie La Rue and Linda 
Clark tied with Concealed hands; Gerry 
Millikan won the Singles & Pairs 
category; and Madi Jacobson won the 
Jokerless category. The next potluck/
tournament is on Saturday, February 7 
from 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM. Bring a 
potluck dish to share and $3 to play in 
the tournament. 

We play Mah Jongg using the official 
card of the National Mah League every 
Saturday from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
We have a potluck/tournament the first 
Saturday of every month from 10:00 
AM to 1:30 PM. We also play on Mon-
day nights from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. All 
of our games take place in the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2. If you are interested 
in learning Mah Jongg, come check us 
out to see how the game is played. 

 Jayne Freed, 837-9099

Lic# 344248 

Vinyl Fences and gates Paver and Cement work 

Solid Roof Patio Covers Open Lattice Patio Covers www.oceanpacificpatios.com 

Family Owned & Operated 

 Since 1977 

949-525-1267 

Specializing in 

 Alumawood Patio Covers 

is as follows: President, Boyd Steele; 
Vice President, Merl Barrett; Trea-
surer, Ed Fuller; and Secretary, Steve 
Vallely. Our first meeting was held on 
January 26, primarily as a social, while 
focusing on developing a plan for the 
events over the balance of the year. One 
major goal is to bring back our older 
members who are wanting to come, but 
lack transportation.

Club meetings are scheduled on the 
4th Monday of each month and run 
from 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Functions on 
March 23, June 22, and September 28 
will include spouses. Special events 
include a pizza party on March 9, a 
pool party on June 13, and the Military 
Honor Ball on November 11.

On Saturday, January 3, our presi-
dent was able to present a plaque from 
RADM Lorges, U.S. Navy, Com-
mander of the Naval Readiness Com-
mand Southwest (San Diego) to club 
member RADM Bill Miles, honoring 
his 100th birthday.

Our next meeting will be at 6:30 PM 
February 23 in the Fiesta Room.

Boyd Steele, 831-8870

Continued on page 20
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through the process and enjoy the ac-
colades from our always-appreciative 
sold-out audiences.

What really make us different is a 
commitment to the production, enjoy-
ing the experience and, oh yes, the 
price of admission. Come join us any 
Sunday in the Garden Room from 1:30 

VARIETY
Continued from page 19

VEGETABLE GARDEN
The Vegetable Garden is a beehive 

of activity. There were upwards of 16 
garden lots available in the month of 
January. If you are interested in garden-
ing, please sign up at Rec Ctr 1. There 

WOODCARVERS
The new year always brings thoughts 

of making new resolutions. Some peo-
ple make resolutions that are neglected 

“Your loved ones are safe with us. Always” 

Warning! 
   

E-mail : donnington@att.net 

(714) 530-7946 

All of our caregivers are : 
Health screened and Drug tested. 
Criminal background checked.  
Covered by Workers Comp/Bond.    
W-2 Employees. NOT 1099s. 
Trained to our very high standards.
  

Always ask a Homecare Agency for their Workers Compensation Policy & 
proof that caregivers are W-2s, or you might become their employer! 

Website : donningtoncorp.com 

 

to 4:00 PM as we rehearse. Call Gene, 
305-1707 or Marty, 458-1034.

Gene Weaver, 305-1707

is a lot sign-up sheet in the Vegetable 
Garden Folder. Welcome new garden-
ers, Beverly Speiss, Francis O’Malley, 
Barbara Hochgesang, Dru and Cyndi 
Anastasio and Melita Rikis. Effective 
January 1, the lot clean-up fee was in-
creased to $80 for new gardeners only. 
Currently the lot dues remain at $20. 
New gardeners will have to pay $100 
at the time they receive their garden 
lot. The Club is seeking a Real Estate 
Director. If you are a Club member and 
have a few computer skills and love to 
meet new people, please contact Randy 
Gish for this vacant position.

The Club has established two new 
committees for 2015--Financial and 
Social. The next Club meeting will be 
on February 23 at 9:00 AM at Rec Ctr 
1 in the Garden Room. Get involved; 
join a committee.

I leave you with a thought: Sometimes 
the one you dismiss so easily is the one 
who will stay to weather the storm with 
you. Dodinsky

Randy Gish, 305-2718

or put off until they are forgotten. A 
few people make resolutions that they 
actually keep and accomplish. If your 
new year resolution is to try something 
new for 2015, and you like to work with 
your hands, you might consider visiting 
the Woodcarvers Club.

Woodcarvers meet on Monday and 
Thursday afternoons from 12:30 until 
2:30 PM in the Arts and Crafts room 
at Rec Ctr 1, next door to the Fitness 
Center. Our doors are always open to 
visitors and those who may be interest-
ed in working with their hands to carve 
objects in wood using only hand tools. 
No experience is needed. See what 
you can do if you have always thought 
of being creative in wood-carving but 
have never tried it.

If you are interested, there is free 
wood and there are some carving tools 
along with ideas and advice to help new 
members get started. You have nothing 
to lose. Drop by and see what projects 
the members are working on. You may 
want to join us.

Happy New Year and good luck 
keeping your new year resolutions.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

26,000 Casta Couriers were distributed in 2014.  Sketch by Curt Nehring

Casta del Sol Board of Directors Election
Applications will soon be available for three open seats on the Casta del Sol 

Board of Directors. Directors serve two-year terms. The deadline to submit 
an application along with a personal resume is April 3. The election will be 
held at the Annual Homeowner Association Meeting on June 25. Watch for 
more information about the election in the next issue of the Courier.

Assocation News Brief
Appointment Needed if You Missed Vehicle Registration

If you were unable to attend the age verification and vehicle registration at 
the end of January, you will need to make an appointment with the Recreation 
Office to turn in your paperwork and get a new vehicle decal. Please call the 
Recreation Office at (949) 455-4681 to set up an appointment.
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GARAGE DOOR PROBLEMS?... 

23 years experience in garage door repairs and service 
CA Contractors License # 689204 

Call Bob Massey, resident of Casta del Sol. 

949-380-1149 
or 

Cell:  949-444-1259 

LAWN BOWLING
Our President, Mary Thompson, has 

been very instrumental in getting our 
green back into shape. Thank you, 
Mary, for all your hard work, dedica-
tion, time and effort.

Come test the green and see for your-
selves how smooth and fast the bowls 
roll. You will be amazed at the speed.

Here are some exciting upcoming 
events and tournaments:

Casta del Sol LB Club will be host-
ing the Southwest Vet Novice Women’s 
Triples on Sunday April 22 from 8:00 
AM to 4:00 PM. 

In-house tournaments are the follow-
ing three Saturdays: May 9, June 20, 
and July 18 from 9:45 AM to 1:00 PM, 
respectfully.

The ever-loving, fun-filled Hot Au-
gust Nights will be Tuesday nights 
August 11, 18 and 25 from 4:45 to 
8:00 PM.

Our Annual Anniversary Tournament 
Party is Saturday, October 17 from 

FISHING
Hope all is well with all of the fisher-

men and fisherwomen this new year. 
We still have no good news to report 
on the Trout Season at Lake Mission 
Viejo. They are trying everything to 
solve the algae problem in the lake. 
They still have not been successful in 
removing the pest. They tried to plant 
a small amount of trout in a blocked 
off cove and have had no success. Our 
Trout Derby Season is on hold until 
further notice.

We have a Luncheon Meeting on 
February 27, in the Garden Room at 
12:00 Noon. If you are coming, let Nick 
Morenc know or sign up at Recreation 
Center 1, so that they know how many 
are coming, for lunch and beverage.

Ocean Fishing with the Laguna 
Woods Fishing Club goes out of Dana 
Point on the first and third Mondays of 
each month, except when Monday is a 
holiday, then it will be on Wednesday 
of that week. If interested, contact John 
Watters, We are always looking for 
new members: Contact Nick Morenc, 
588-6223, John Waters or Jim Mathis. 
Stay tuned and we will soon be able to 
get our Trout Derbies back on track.

Jim Mathis, 951-7720

CHIPPERS
Golf is a hard game to figure. One 

day you’ll go out and slice it, hit into a 
trap and miss every green. The next day 
you’ll go out and for no reason at all 
you really stink. For whatever reason, 
we love it and think you will too.

Bone up on your skills at the Rec 
Ctr 2 golf practice area. It’s open year 
round for all residents to enjoy. Bring 
your wedge and a friend and take full 
advantage of the artificial turf tee line 
installed last year. You might notice 
that right- and left-handed rubber tees 
have also been installed at the practice 
cage. New President Bob Hrad will 
keep us posted as progress is made on 
projected improvements to this practice 
facility.

All improvements to date should have 
prepared you for the winter Chippers 
Tournament on Saturday, February 7, 
at 9:00 AM where hot coffee and enthu-
siastic players await. Annual club dues 
of $10 can be paid with your attendance 

AWAY GOLF
Our first tournament of 2015 is 

on February 17 at the beautiful San 
Juan Hills Golf Course in San Juan 
Capistrano. This is a Golf Only event. 
Cost for golf, cart and prizes is $39.00. 
After golf, we will meet for a no-host 
happy hour and award prizes. There is 
still time to sign up at Rec Ctr 1 until 
Monday, February 9.

We look forward to a great day and 
hope for a good turnout. Call us. We 
would love to hear from you to plan 
one of these fun golf outings. We are 
available to help you.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

BOCCE BALL
Please join us for fun and laughs 

on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
afternoons from 2:00 to 3:00 PM on 
the Bocce Ball Courts. We are located 
directly behind the Shuffleboard Pa-
vilion. If you have not already paid 
your 2015 dues, please do so as soon 
as possible. The dues are $10 per year, 
and can be dropped off in the office at 
Rec Ctr 1.

Our next meeting will be held on 
March 2 at 7:00 PM in the Fiesta 
Room. Following a short business 
meeting, we will be playing cards.

Save the date of Monday, April 6 for 
our Pizza-Bingo Party, which will be 
held at 6:00 PM in the Vista Room.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

or conveniently dropped off at the Rec 
Ctr 1 office. Make check payable to 
CDS Chippers Club. Watch for the 
spring tournament on May 9.

Bob Hrad, 290-0366

9:45 AM to 2:00 PM.

The third annual Skins Game will 
be Monday, November 2 from 12:45 
to 4:00 PM. All events are held at the 
LB Pavilion.

Keep an eye open for the US Open 
of Lawn Bowling. All CdS dates and 

times are subject to change.

If you have not paid your dues yet, 
please do.

For free lessons, call Mary Thomp-
son, 916-8076, Gary Everson, 716-
6373, or Dottie Lewis, 716-6438.

Dottie S. Lewis, 716-6438

 

With 260°F Steam Extraction! 
 We clean tile & grout 
 We do tile & grout repair 
 We do grout re-coloring 
 We re-grout and re-caulk tubs, showers 

and more! 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES: 

 Travertine cleaning & sealing 
 Marble cleaning & sealing 
 Mexican Pavers 
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PADDLE TENNIS
You know the Winter Online Lad-

der League (WOLL) is underway and 
continuing to April 26. There have 
been some fun, spectator-friendly 
matches, so come watch.   You also 
know that Palmia is hosting Casta for 
an Inter-Club tournament on February 
7 and that a March Madness in-house 
tournament is set for February 28. You 
know all this because you read the e-
mails and have seen the Competitive 
Events schedule put together by our 
Movers and Shakers. That includes 
Hyper Kathy Wu who has produced 
another active Social Calendar with lots 
of events to look forward to this year.

Our Club made a commendable show-
ing at the recent OCPTA Invitational. 
Of the 61 competitors, we fielded 26 
participants and produced 12 winners. 
At the end of last year, Sam Rosen 
passed away. He and Selma Rosen have 
given a lot of time and talent to this 
Club over the years. He will be missed. 
Hopefully, during the holiday season, 
you had the unique pleasure of seeing a 
mobile Santa waving from the back of 
Merritt’s golf cart. That’s called Casta 
Christmas Creativity.

There’s an envelope waiting for your 
$10 check at Recreation Center 1, if 
you haven’t paid your dues.

June Maguire, 581-4392

MEN’S GOLF
The first of our quarterly Tourna-

ments was held on Feb 21 and it ap-
peared that a good time was had by 
all. Congratulations go to the winners, 
who received their rewards at the din-
ner later that evening. Our thanks go 
to Dick Sivertson for spearheading the 

planning for the festivities.

February’s games are: Feb 4 – Team 
Twosome Total; Feb 11 – Team Scram-
ble; Feb 18 – Odd/Even Twosome and 
Feb 25 – Best Fifteen Holes. February 
11 and 25 are Dollar Days. Remember 
to both initial the signup sheet and put 
$1 in the box provided.

Membership Chairman Bill Rieth-
meier tells us that he is working on en-
listing several additional new members, 
with two new members so far in 2015. 
Let’s remember to keep encouraging 
all of our golfing friends to join us on 
Wednesdays.

A weekly dilemma: if you are afraid 
a full shot might reach the green while 
the foursome ahead of you is still put-
ting out, you have two options: You 
can immediately shank a lay-up, or 
wait until the green is clear and top a 
ball half way there!

Bill Burfiend, 305-4260

SHUFFLEBOARD
The month of February has 29 days 

in Leap years when the year is divis-
ible by four. Normally February has 28 
days. So we will leap in 2016.

Richard Erickson has been faithfully 
prepping our courts for the Thursday 
morning team play the past several 
years. We are all very grateful for his 
services and wish to express our thanks 
to him. The session this year runs for 
sixteen weeks and ends April 30. We 
can always use more subs, so if able, 

TENNIS
Our new board members are: Presi-

dent – Leo Martinez; Co-Vice Presi-
dents – Bob Genisman, Merritt Olda-
ker; Secretary – Joe Walton; Treasurer 
– Kathy Wu; Tournament Director 
– Dee Novoa.

The Tennis Club will host its Potato 
Party at 5:30 PM on Saturday, March 
14, in the Vista Room, Recreation 
Center 1. Come and celebrate Saint 
Patrick’s Day with all the jolly lads 
and lasses. We will start with a cocktail 
hour, followed by our popular baked 
potatoes with choice of toppings, in-
cluding chili for the bold and brave. 
Wine, beer and soda will be provided. 
DJ Boyd Garrison will keep our toes 
tapping. The cost is $15 per person and 
all Casta del Sol residents are invited. 
Sign-up starts on February 23 at Rec 
Ctr 1 and ends on March 10.

Open tennis times at the CdS courts, 
Rec Ctr 2, are from 7:00 to 8:30 PM on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 10:00 to 
11:30 AM on Fridays. The Friday time 
is especially for players at beginning 
and pre-intermediate levels.

We will hold our first exhibition 
tournament on March 21. Watch for 
upcoming details on this event.

Attention all members and members-
to-be: Be sure to pay your 2015 dues of 
$10 per person at Rec Ctr 1 right away. 
We are always eager to have new mem-
bers. Come and join our lively club.

Joe Walton, 273-8696

please sign up on the posted board 
sheet.

We invite all residents to our first 
Sandwich/Bingo party of the year to 
be held Saturday, March 21 at 6:00 
PM in the Vista Room. Yolanda will 
cater a choice of ham, turkey and beef 
sandwiches, potato salad, coleslaw and 
fresh fruit. Wine and soda, brownies 
and cookies will be included. There 
will be a 50/25-25 raffle. Signup begins 
Friday, February 20 and closes Tues-
day, March 17. Cost to members is $11 
and guests $13. Please make checks 
payable to CdS Shuffleboard Club. 
League time corrections: Wednesday 
Pot o’ Gold 6:30 PM and Sunday Super 
Shuffle 1:00 PM (3rd Sunday).

Kathleen Fenton, 457-1004
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MURRAY CENTER

Mary Lou Oster

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

February Events

- HELP REDUCE THE DAMAGE -

We spend nearly ¾ of a million dollars on asphalt paving 
each year. You can help reduce the damage to your cul de 
sac asphalt street. Put all trash barrels on ONE side of your 
Cul de Sac street.

Living well with limited vision can 
be challenging. Every Tuesday morn-
ing during February at 10:00 AM, the 
Braille Institute will help you learn 
how you can regain your independence 
through these classes.

A reminder that the AARP Taxaide 
Program for free assistance in filing 
federal and state income tax returns 
for low to moderate income taxpayers 
will be offered, by appointment only, 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00 
AM to 4:00 PM.

Who will watch over you and your 
assets when you can’t? On Tuesday, 
February 3 at 1:00 PM learn what 
conservatorship is and how effective 
estate planning tools can avoid costly 
court proceedings.

A free eight-week educational sup-
port group is being offered every 
Thursday at 1:00 PM, February 5 to 
March 26, for individuals who think 
they have experienced abuses (verbal, 
financial, psychological, physical) and 
are interested in learning to set limits to 
manage conflicts within their families.

Whether you are leaving your home 
of many years or you just need more 
space, getting rid of stuff is daunt-
ing. Gentle Transitions will lead an 
interactive, engaging hour with tips, 
techniques, and laughs specific to 
downsizing on Tuesday, February 10, 
at 10:00 AM.

Are you in constant pain? Have you 
tried everything? Learn about acupunc-
ture techniques and get your questions 
answered from Dr. Dung Trinh (In-
ternal Medicine at Memorial Care) on 
Thursday, February 19, at 10:00 AM.

Learn why 529 plans and Roth IRA’s 
are replacing U.S. Savings Bonds for 
tax-advantaged giving to grandchil-
dren. Features and benefits will be 
discussed by Scott Walker (CFP) on 
Thursday, February 26, at 10:00 AM.

All of the above are free, but require 
reservations. Call 470-3062.

Enjoy entertainment, refreshments, 
and bingo (sponsored by Vintage at 
MV) on Senior Sunday, February 22, 
from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.

Dial-A-Taxi’s newly expanded ser-
vice now includes residents registered 
in Orange County Transit Authority’s 
ACCESS program. The program pro-
vides sedan and/or wheelchair acces-
sible vans 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
to anywhere within the city limits, city 
of Laguna Hills, and to selected satel-
lite destinations. The cost is $5 one 
way/$10 round trip.

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

City Council meet-
ing report provided 
by Casta del Sol’s 
Board liaison to the 
Council.

Carole Weidler
The City Council selected members 

to represent Mission Viejo on the 
following regional boards: Ed Sachs 
will serve on both the Orange County 
Fire Authority Board of Directors and 
the San Joaquin Hills Transportation 
Corridor; Greg Raths will serve on 
the Foothill/Eastern Transportation 
Corridor Agency; and Wendy Buck-
num will represent the city on the 
Capistrano Unified School District 
(CUSD). For the complete list of the 
City of Mission Viejo’s Committee 
appointees, please review the minutes 
of the January 5 City Council meeting. 
All City Committee meetings are open 
to residents. Times are listed on the 

City website; meetings are held in the 
Council Chambers.

Mayor Schlict is advocating open and 
transparent City government, thereby 
encouraging all residents to attend any 
of the City Committees that might be of 
interest. Mayor Schlict also said there 
will be many changes to the City during 
her term. You might be interested in 
just what those changes will be.

Budget discussions for 2015/16 have 
begun. If you are interested in budget 
items or want to know how your tax 
money is being spent, you are invited 
to attend budget meetings.

Constructing restrooms in many of 
our neighborhood parks, especially 
those not located next to a school, is 
one of the key items on the Mayor’s 
hot list. Residents are always invited 
to attend City Council meetings, held 
the first and third Mondays at 6:00 PM 
in the City Council Chambers (across 
from the Library).

WHAT’S COOKING
AT CASTA

Peggy Stalter

Want help in the 
kitchen? Peggy 
s h a r e s  o n e  o r 
two recipes each 
month. 

These recipes are from Casta del Sol 
resident Suzanne Popel. They make 
great side dishes.

Chili Cheese Rice
1 C rice

2 C beef or chicken bouillon

1 4-oz. can diced green chilies

¾ C cottage cheese

¼ C chopped onion

1 C sour cream

salt and pepper as desired

1-½ C grated cheddar cheese

Cook rice in bouillon. Saute onions. 
Add all ingredients but cheese. Put in 
greased casserole. Add cheese on top. 
Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees.

Cole Slaw
1 large head cabbage

1 large white onion

1 bell pepper

1 C sugar

Finely slice cabbage, onion, and bell 
pepper, and layer it with sugar. Set 
aside and prepare dressing. 

Dressing
2 Tbsp. sugar

1 tsp. celery seed

1 tsp. caraway seed

1 tsp. dill seed

1 tsp. salt

¾ C salad oil

1 C vinegar

Combine ingredients in a saucepan 
and bring to boil. Pour over slaw and 
vegetables. Cover immediately. Refrig-
erate at least four hours. Drain excess 
dressing before serving. This makes a 
lot of salad. It is best made a day or two 
ahead. It will keep for weeks.

Scalloped Tomatoes
1 large can diced tomatoes with juice

½ stick margarine or butter, melted

1 C chopped onion

1 C chopped celery

Sugar and salt to taste

3-5 slices of bread, shredded or cubed

Mix and bake at 300 degrees. Taste 
and re-season if needed. Cook until 
thickened. (about 1-½ hours)

Would you like to share a favorite 
recipe? Send them to basket_bou-
quets@yahoo.com
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JUST FOR LAUGHS

The following is of-
fered to help you laugh, 
chuckle, grin, and maybe 
smile for a moment. 

Ed Tutton

It Could Happen to You

Recently, I went out for an evening 
with friends. During the evening I had 
several cocktails followed by some 
rather nice red wine with our dinner. 
After midnight, I had the sense to 
know that I was slightly over the limit. 
So I did something that I’ve never 
done before; I took a cab home. Sure 

enough, on the way home there was 
a police roadblock, but since it was a 
cab, they waved it past. I arrived home 
safely without incident. This was a real 
surprise, as I had never driven a cab 
before. I don’t know where I got it, 
and now that it’s in my garage, I don’t 
know what to do with it.

This year before you criticize some-
one, you should walk a mile in his or 
her shoes. That way when they find out 
what you said, you’re a mile away and 
you have their shoes.

And lastly, wouldn’t it be great if we 
could put ourselves in the dryer for ten 
minutes and come out wrinkle-free and 
three sizes smaller?

Call:  (949) 922-1577 

Wheelchair 
Accessible 

Van 

 Hospital and Facility Discharges 
 Outpatient Surgery Transports 
 Appointments to Doctors and Therapy 
 Airport Transportation 
       Door-to-Door 

Luxury 
Chrysler 
Sedan 

Serving South Orange County 

Available 7 Days a Week 

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writ-
er’s humorous spin 
on the ups and 
downs of life.

SMALL TALK
Implausible Explanations

Pre-school children have a way of 
coming up with implausible explana-
tions, especially when trying to escape 
a scolding. Despite your frustration 
when trying to get to the bottom of a 
situation, sometimes you just have to 
smile and enjoy the show.

Delivered with wide eyes and elabo-
rate hand gestures, I always got a kick 
out of this story, which was used when-
ever something went missing. “A huge 
bird flew down, grabbed it away from 
me, and took it up to his nest!”

Then there was my niece, who con-
nected everything that happened in life 
to princesses and fairy tales, including 
her mislaid shoe. “Cinderella’s fairy 
godmother must have thought it was 
the glass slipper and took it to the 
prince.”

And when I found that the cookie 
jar had been raided, my sons had no 
problem whatsoever with throwing a 
favorite TV character under the bus. 
“It was the Cookie Monster, Mom. 

We tried to stop him, but he wouldn’t 
listen.”

Just when I thought I’d heard them 
all, my grandson came along. A 
forthright, honest little guy right from 
the beginning, he seemed to be the 
exception to the rule on implausible 
explanations.

He was about three years old and was 
spending the weekend at our house. 
The kitchen floor was covered with 
toys that he’d abandoned. Upon see-
ing the mess, my husband told him to 
pick up his toys. After telling him two 
more times to no avail, grandpa finally 
got angry, and much to my grandson’s 
dismay, made him sit in the corner.

I couldn’t imagine why my grandson 
would choose to incur his grandfather’s 
wrath rather than pick up his toys. After 
grandpa went out to the garage, I ap-
proached my unhappy, blond cherub.

“Why didn’t you pick up your toys 
when Grandpa told you to?” I asked 
reproachfully.

I awaited his answer, fully expecting 
some sort of far-fetched excuse involv-
ing monsters or space aliens.

Instead, he turned his frank, blue-
eyed gaze upon me and simply said, 
“Because I didn’t want to.”

And that’s the closest I ever came 
to choking to death on swallowed 
laughter.

-  Notice  -
The Association wishes to remind residents that before any outside 

work can be started on your home, you must have an approved Applica-
tion for Proposed Construction from the Architectural Committee. Forms 
are available at Rec Ctr 1 and on the Casta del Sol community website.
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On Saturday, January 3, Military 
Veterans Club president, CAPT Boyd 
Steele, USN (Ret.) presented a plaque 
from RADM Lorges, U.S. Navy, Com-
mander of the Naval Readiness Com-
mand Southwest (San Diego) to club 
member RADM Bill Miles, USNR 
(Ret.) honoring his 100th birthday. 
RADM Miles is the recipient of the 
Navy's Distinguished Flying Cross for 
action in the Pacific during WWII. Photo by Boyd Steele
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HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY
FOR 50+ YEAR ANNIVERSARIES

The Courier Celebrates Valentine’s Day by honoring all those 
residents married 50 years or more: Congratulations to all these 
couples:

BILL MILES: 100TH BIRTHDAY

Call for monthly specials . . .After our Refacing & Countertops!!  

Typical Casta Kitchen  
Before.. .  

CSLB#698412 

 Countertops 
 Refacing 
 Custom Cabinetry 
 Painting & Drywall 
 & More! 
25 yrs of Casta del Sol 

References! 

KITCHEN VISION
(949) 589-9611 
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IN MEMORIAM
Florence Briley
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As a family owned funeral home our bottom line is possessing community values, while offering  
affordable plans and personalized service. When the need arises, let us care for you and your family. 

Community Values
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Laguna Hills
Chapel & Crematory

949.581.4300
FD 1293

Irvine
Arrangement Center
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San Juan Capistrano
Arrangement Center

949.325.0143
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Two clubs from Casta del Sol joined 
forces this Christmas season to collect 
funds for the families of the Headquar-
ters Battalion of the First Marine Divi-
sion from Camp Pendleton in conjunc-
tion with the Mission Viejo Marines 
and Sailors Adoption Committee.

The Military Veterans of Casta del 
Sol Club together with the Las Damas 
del Sol Club joined efforts by collecting 
monetary donations to purchase toys for 
the Camp Pendleton marine families. 
Together the two clubs collected almost 
$3,000. The toys were purchased at the 
Disneyland Cast Members Store open 
to current and Golden Ears Disneyland 
employees, with discounts ranging 
from 50 to 90%. Using these discounts, 
the groups purchased between $5,000 
and $6,000 worth of toys.

CASTA DEL SOL CLUBS JOIN FORCES TO BRING 
HOLIDAY CHEER
By Nellie Cisneros

A Christmas celebration for the ma-
rine families was held on December 
19 at Camp Pendleton complete with 
dinner, music, Santa and 225 very 
excited children. Anxiously awaiting 
Santa's arrival, the children were not 
disappointed as each child received 
three toys and two books. A total of 
900 marines and their families enjoyed 
the festivities.

Invited guests included officers of 
the Mission Viejo Marines and Sailors 
Adoption Committee, Bill Moynihan 
and other members from the Military 
Veterans Club, and Nellie Cisneros 
representing Las Damas Club.

The Military and Las Damas Clubs 
deserve a salute for combining their 
efforts and generosity. Thank you for 
your expression of support and grati-
tude to the courageous men and women 
protecting our freedom.

Out here on the West Coast, we do 
not think much about the end of winter. 
Many of us are from other parts of the 
country and have settled here in sunny 
southern California. I, for one, am from 
Ohio and I remember looking forward 
to Ground Hog Day to mark the end of 
winter. Here are some facts you might 
not know.

In 1723, the Delaware Indians settled 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. When 
German settlers arrived in the 1700s, 
they brought a tradition known as 
Candlemas Day, which is the mid-
point between the Winter Solstice and 
the Spring Equinox. Superstition held 
that if the weather was fair, the second 

GROUND HOG DAY, FEBRUARY 2
By Sara Henninger

half of winter would be stormy and 
cold. If the sun came out on February 
2, it meant six more weeks of wintry 
weather.

According to an old English saying:

If Candlemas be fair and bright,

Winter has another flight.

If Candlemas brings clouds and rain,

Winter will not come again.

On February 2, 1886, a proclamation 
was placed in The Punxsutawney Spirit 
stating, “Today is Ground Hog Day 
and up to the time of going to press, 
the beast has not seen its shadow.” 
The Ground Hog was given the name 

of Punxsutawney Phil, Seer of Seers, 
Sage of Sages, Prognosticator of 
Prognosticators, and Weather Prophet 

Extraordinary,” and his hometown is 
considered the Weather Capital of the 
World.

GROUND HOG DAY, FEBRUARY 2
Continued from bottom of column 2

Continued on top of column 3
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
20 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation. 
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Winter is coming save $$ on your energy bills! 
949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 
I BUY CARS 

LICENSED AND BONDED CAR DEALER 
NEEDS YOUR OLD CAR. TOP DOLLAR 

PAID FOR NICE CLEAN CARS. 
CALL: CAPISTRANO CAR CO. 

(949) 364-6720 
AUTOMOTIVE – REPAIR 

AUTO BODY REPAIRS 
BUMPS / DENTS and PAINTING 

RESTORED TO ORIGINAL CONDITION 
CALL A CASTA RESIDENT- ED MURPHY 

AUTO COLLISION SOLUTIONS 
23251 ANTONIO PARKWAY 

RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA  
949.888.8260 

BATHROOM REMODELING 
Showers, Cabinets. Lic.538182 
Steve Westman: 949-290-1591 

BEAUTY 
AVON PRODUCTS 

Call Nancy Miller at 949-454-1048 for 
FREE brochures and samples. 

COMPUTER SERVICE 
COMPUTER MAINTENANCE  

For computer maintenance & optimization 
$45 1st hr, $25/hr thereafter 

Can provide additional help to use 
high-tech products. – CdS Resident  
Please call CK at 949-630-9160 

CONSTRUCTION 
GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

All your construction needs in one company 
www.sagertconstructionservices.com 

Jeff: 949-433-9833 • Lic. #899245 
ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

SHINE HOME CARE SERVICES 
Licensed, bonded & insured. Available 

24/7. Need part time or full time help for 
your loved one? We are here to assist you. 

For a FREE assessment, please 
Call 949-588-1178 or 949-446-8095 
GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 

Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 
Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 

and all personal needs. 
Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 

Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

PIERRE’S CARING HEART 
- Assistance for the Elderly - 
Companionship, Caregiver, 
Assist with daily Activities 

Transportation, Cooking, Cleaning 
Very Dependable 

Call Pierre at 714-337-6152 

CHERISHED 
IN-HOME-CARE SERVICES 

for seniors, provides transportation, 
meal preparation, grocery shopping, 

errands, laundry, housekeeping, bathing, 
and dressing. Caregivers thoroughly 

screened, licensed and bonded. 
Call Gloriana or Mark at (949) 556-0412 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

RELIABLE/EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER 
For all your personal needs, incl. in-home 
care, meals, errands, doctors appts., etc. 

Call Vicki: 949-542-9913 

Experienced & Reliable 
care for all of your personal needs and activities 

of daily living. Call Jeannie & Nancy: 
(949) 228-4950 or (949) 436-3390 

Caregiver: Experienced and Reliable. 
Call Ella: 949-525-3374 

ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS 
CASTA RESIDENT WITH 23 YRS EXPER. 
Call Bob: 949-380-1149 or 949-444-1259 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

KING CONSTRUCTION  
Specializing in kitchen and bath remodels. 
Fully insured. Lic # 687452. Over 26 years 

in business. Other services include: 
painting, patio covers, electrical, tile, 

doors, windows, etc. Many CdS customers. 
References available. Call for Free 

Estimates: (949) 697-8967 
GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 
Clear the way for the rain. Ref. Serving  
Since 1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

HANDYMAN 

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 
Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS Reference 
Call Gary at 949-463-4259 

HOME REPAIR DOCTOR 
From the roof to the floor 
and everything in between 

I’m your man: Perry Green. 
Lic. 815633. Many CdS Refs. 

Please call: 714-609-4473 

“THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

TERMITE/DRY ROT REPAIR 
Interior Painting, Gutter Cleaning 

Home Maintenance, General Repairs, 
Licensed CA Contractor #758104 

CdS Resident / Live Here, Work Here 
Please call Bob at 949-463-0269 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs. 
Patio covers. Bonded & Insured. Lic.588990 

REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 
Please call: (949) 433-5759 

CALL RICH @ (949) 510-5530 
for your Home Improvement Needs 

Lighting & Electrical*Drywall & Painting 
Acoustic Removal* Cabinets & More! 

25 yrs. of Casta References. CSLB#698412 

HANDYMAN – CONT’D 

Need A Handyman? 
Call Ed Schweikert@ 949-257-6046 
or e-mail: eschweikert1@gmail.com 

Painting, Fixtures, Electrical, Plumbing, 
Drywall Repair 

HOUSECLEANING 
SPARKLING CLEANING HUS./WIFE 
2 Br. - 2 Ba. Starting at $55.00. Wkly or 

Bi-Wkly.  Full Service Cleaning. All 
Supplies Provided. Honest, Reliable, 

CDS References. Serving  
Since 1990. Gary/Leslie 949-683-0889 

TOM'S HOUSECLEANING SINCE 1982 
EUROPEAN/JAPANESE 

Free Estimates-Flat Fee-No surprises. 
Quality work at fair rates - total trust! 

Own equipment and environmentally friendly 
supplies. Happy customers in Casta Del Sol 

since 1991. 
Please call: 949-838-6696 

EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 

estimates. Doing business 17 years. Casta del 
Sol & Laguna Woods. 
Call: 949-461-0108 

* FIVE STAR CLEANING SERVICE * 
Dependable • Professional • Honest 

CdS References • Other Services Negotiable 
Please Call: 949-285-1591 

VICKY'S HOUSEKEEPING 
Over 22 years exp. 20 years in Casta del Sol 
Ref. available upon request. Free estimates 

Please call (714) 376-3863 
KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

COUNTERTOPS!  COUNTERTOPS! 
*CUSTOM GRANITE COUNTERTOPS* 

*QUARTZ CAESARSTONE & SILESTONE* 
*KITCHEN REFACING* 

TRANSFORM your outdated kitchen with stylish 
new doors and drawer boxes in a matter of days! 
OVER 25 YRS OF CASTA REFERENCES! 

KITCHEN VISION (949) 589-9611 
MOBILE SCREEN REPAIR 

AVERAGE WINDOW re-screened - $25. 
Min. 2 screens.  We also do patio & front 

door re-screening & replacement. 
Free estimates.  Gary 949-683-0889 

PAINTING 

KOSCO PAINTING 
7 day work, Interior & Exterior, Free Estimates, 
Wallpaper / acoustic ceiling removal, drywall, 

textures. Water damage fix, molding installation, 
repair of stucco, termite. Lic.#629293 

Connie: 949-583-9235 or 714-200-9235 
PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

Free Termite Inspection! 
Orange-Oil/Borates/Foaming/Fumigation 
Full-Srvc: We Do Treatments & Repairs 
Our Inspectors Will NOT Pressure You 

Newport Exterminating: 949-261-0700 
PLUMBING 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 10 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

GALAXY PLUMBING 
For a job done right the first time call us! 

Senior discount. Many happy CDS customers. 
Lic.C36-713224 

 Call Jose: 949-677-0288 

PLUMBING – CONT’D 

Santa Margarita Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Celebrating 25 yrs. in business! 

10 yrs. work in CdS & offering Casta Discounts 
Satisfaction guaranteed! - Randy 

949-858-3818 or visit RSMplumbing.com 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 

Quiet, private location on green belt! 
2 bd, 2 ba, 2 car garage 
28082 Via Enriquez 

Call 949-677-5013 or 760-445-8202 

ROOF REPAIR 

Reliable, dependable roofer! 
Call for any of your roofing needs. 

Free Estimates. Lic#964049 
Call: 949-264-6313 or 714-598-6442 

California Roofing and Weatherproofing 
has re-roofed and repaired 500+ homes in Casta 

del Sol community over the past 25 years! 
Contact CdS most trusted roofing contractor for 

all your roofing needs! Lic.#371530 
Please Call: 949-951-9091 

TAX PREPARATION SERVICES 

Barbara & Richard 
CDS RESIDENTS - Enrolled Agent. 

Pick-up, our house or your house 
appointments. Call: 949-859-1152 

Jay Larsen, EA, RTRP, CRTP 
Enrolled Agent (CdS Res.) 

● IRS & CTEC Registered Tax Preparer 
● Bonded ● Individual Tax Returns 

● Corporations ● Partnership ● Trust ● Gift 
For appointments call: 949.716.9970 

TILE & STONE INSTALLATION 

Tile / Wood. Steve Westman. 25 yrs. 
experience: 949-443-1299. Lic.538182 

WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute Real 

Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.droeschproperties.com 

WINDOW CLEANING 

SPARKLING WINDOWS. 
All Windows, Screens & Tracks (Inside & Out) 

starting at $55. Service Casta since 1990. 
Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

33 years in Orange County 
$45-$55. Inside/outside. Screens & tracks. 
(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 

Also Gutter Cleaning & Power Washing! 

GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 
I am a resident of Casta del Sol. 
Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

 
All classified ads including inserts/flyers must 

be submitted, pre-approved for content and 
paid for in advance before the 21st of the month 

prior to publication. 
Content Rules & Restrictions are available 

from Farmer Publications. 
Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: CastaCourier@Cox.net 
All advertisements are paid for by the service 

providers and are not referrals from the 
Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


