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Military Veterans Club Pizza Party
By Nellie Cisneros, photos by Merl Barrett

Local Artist Featured on Television MVTV
By Sarah Winston, photo by Ed Schwartz

Marlene Gerloff, a 35-year resident of Casta del Sol, was recently invited by 
our local television station MVTV to do a painting demonstration of her 

water color technique. Filming was done in their studio before a live audience. 
The hour-long program was repeated on Cox station #30 several times during the 
first week of February.

Casta del Sol’s 
Military Veter-

ans Club members 
and guests sang and 
danced the night away 
at their annual Piz-
za/Valentine Party 
on February 8. Roy 
Southerland was the 
DJ, entertainer and 
Karaoke King. He 
didn’t have to do a lot 
of coaxing as military 
members and their la-

dies took turns entertaining the troops. 
It was a fun evening with scrumptious 
food, great door prizes and a profitable 
50/50 raffle.

We’ll do it again at the annual Pool 
Party on June 22; plan to join us. You 
do not have to be a club member. All 
branches of the military, men and 
women, are welcome to join this great 
group.

CASTA DEL SOL BOARD OF DIRECTOR ELECTION
Candidates to serve a two-year term on the Association’s Board of Directors 

are being sought for the June 27, 2013 Annual Meeting and Election. Three 
positions are open. Candidate applications are available at the Administra-
tion and Recreation Offices. A biography will also be needed. First important 
date is:

4/05/13 - Deadline for Resumes for printing bios in the May Courier.

Additional important dates on page 6.

The Four Amigos singing Everybody Loves Somebody Sometime. Military 
Club members Robert Casillas, Sandy Hill, Bill Stetzel, and Jim Wallace.

Veterans’ valentine sweethearts are Joyce Parlin, Chris 
Barrett, and Linda Hill.

DJ and Karaoke King Roy Southerland 
with Jaclyn Keller and Linda Hill.

Warning
The Casta Courier is celebrating the Spirit of 

April Fool’s Day.
Included in this issue are 12 April Fool’s Day 
News Items and Jokes, excluding page 15.

Can you find them all?
April Fool’s Day Drawing

Everyone who found all 12 April Fool’s Day items 
(excluding page 15) and would like to be in a 

drawing for a 
$60.00 Gift Card

To
California Pizza Kitchen
Please do the following:

 1.  On a 3x5 card or paper, list the titles of all 
the April Fool’s Day items.

 2.  Add your name and phone number or e-mail 
address.

 3.  Place it in the April Fool’s Day box at Rec Ctr 
1, by 5:00 PM, Monday, April 8.

The winner will be notified April 9, and featured 
in the May Courier if they wish.
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Jerie Miller, President

Although I may 
have protested a bit 
too much, we suc-
cessfully encouraged 
the Casta del Sol elec-
torate to participate in 
the management of 
our wonderful community in record-
breaking numbers. There is no denying 
that the results of the January election 
procedure were gratifying regardless 
of which side of the ballot measures 
you may have been on. It is evident 
that our stakeholders were motivated 
and willing, in some cases hesitantly, 
to participate in the day-to-day govern-
ing of Lady Casta. For this I commend 
everyone. 

For those who had a different outlook 
on the issues presented, I would like to 
assure you that the financial security 
of Casta has been and will remain the 
paramount issue. A fixed income is 
just that, a fixed income. Again I will 
reiterate there are no them and us, only 
us. In the coming year we will evalu-
ate and then make a number of major 
decisions involving our facilities, all 
of which could bear significant cost. 
It will be vital that we understand the 
reasoning, rational and benefits behind 
all proposed projects. 

If we could we would most certainly 
sleep till noon and let the world go by, 
but we can’t because our day-to-day 
existence depends on our ability to 
stretch our monetary assets as far as 
possible and still keep the Lady looking 
attractive. If at any point, you possess 
ideas in support of or contrary to the 
direction of the current thinking, it is 
incumbent upon you to express them. 
Even though it may take a special effort 
on your part, it is the only way to assure 
that Casta’s future is secure for all of us. 
Ideas, worthy, unworthy or otherwise, 
must be considered.

I suppose that many of us moved to 
Casta with the thought that the weight 
of the world, at least that part that had 
to do with our environment, would be 
lightened. Well, here is the reality. We 
still must remain engaged or that to 
which we have become accustomed 
will slowly vaporize. This hypothesis 
is borne out when we see what has 
happened to other HOA environments 
in our State. Our best insurance policy 
is to assure that our residents are kept 
informed and encouraged to participate 
in Casta’s governance. Please remem-
ber that it’s a lot easier to get older than 
it is to get wiser.

MANAGER’S
REPoRT
Josh Hodosh, General Manager

• Board of Director 
Candidates

The Association 
is preparing for the 
June 27, 2013 Annual 
Meeting and Elec-
tion of Officers. The 
primary purpose of this year’s Annual 
Meeting is to elect Board candidates 
to serve the community as Members 
of the Board of Directors. This year 
the Membership will be voting to fill 
three positions.

Should you be interested in serving 
the community as a member of the 
Board of Directors, please pick up a 
candidate application form at Rec-
reation Center 1 and submit it along 
with a not-to-exceed 300 word bio to 
the Administrative Office no later than 
April 5, 2013. April 5 is the deadline 
date for candidates to submit a resume/
bio for inclusion in the May issue of 
the Courier. You can also submit an 
e-mail to dswanson@pcminternet.com 
or mail it to 27651 Casta del Sol Dr., 
Mission Viejo, CA 92692, Attention: 
Candidate Application. If you mail it or 
bring it into the office, please provide a 
computerized copy on a disc that will 
be returned to you. Volunteering is 
essential to the success of the Associa-
tion. Staff would like to encourage you 
to get involved with your community 
and consider running for the Board of 
Directors.

• Association Notification
“The Association cannot afford to 

hire a sufficient number of personnel to 
enforce all rules. Enthusiastic voluntary 
cooperation of homeowners and tenants 
is required.” This is stated in the CdS’s 
rules and regulations and is a reminder 
that staff can always use your help. 
Saying that is easy, but what forms of 
communication can you use to inform 
staff if something needs attention? 

The best method of notifying PCM 
staff of maintenance concerns or viola-
tions is to fill out a Maintenance Request 
Form. Maintenance Request Forms are 
available in Recreation Center 1 and 
the Administrative Office located in 
the Fiesta Building. Your request will 
be evaluated and the appropriate action 
will be taken. If your request requires 
committee review, PCM’s staff will 
inform you of the time and date for the 
next scheduled meeting. We encourage 
you to attend the committee meeting so 
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LANDSCAPE
NoTES
Bill Thornton,
Landscape Services 
Coordinator

• Bees
I was asked to re-

peat this article from 
last year as some homeowners are ex-
periencing bees entering their homes or 
flying around outside.

There are nearly 20,000 known spe-
cies of bees in the world. The best-
known bee species is the European 
honeybee and the one we see most 
frequently in Casta del Sol. Bees play 
an important role in pollinating plants 
and are the major type of pollinator 
in ecosystems that contain flowering 
plants. It is estimated that one-third 
of the human food supply depends on 
insect pollination, most of which is 
accomplished by bees, especially the 
European honeybee.

In 2010, a team of scientists headed 
by Jerry Bromenshenk published a 
paper to describe Colony Collapse 
Disorder affecting the world honeybee 
population. They reported that a com-
bination of a fungus and a new DNA 
virus were found in every killed colony 
the group studied. There are many other 
factors that contribute to the bee popu-
lation decline including pesticides and 
deforestation.

We occasionally find bees in Casta 
del Sol building hives in irrigation 
valve boxes, controller cabinets or 
other equipment they find habitable. 

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
March 21, 2013

President Jerie Miller called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM. All Direc-
tors were present. The President informed everyone that the prior Executive 
session mainly dealt with traffic violations, the majority being speed related.  
Secretary Audrey Michaels gave the Secretary’s Report. Treasurer Bob 
Burdick presented the Recreation Account Report ($454) and the Financial 
Report (detailed on this same page).

There was no Old Business. 

The following Consent Calendar items, pre-approved at the March 7 Work-
shop, were given final approval along with item 8, which was pre-approved 
at a Special Workshop with the Traffic Committee on February 28:

 1. Purchase benches for the Shuffleboard Pavilion - $1300

 2. Hang photo collages in the Garden Room  - $155

 3. Replace round tables for the Vista Room - $673

 4. Replace pool heaters, Pool 1 - $6100

 5. Repair root-damaged sewer line, 27852 Espinoza - $2900

 6. Amend Bylaws of Chorale Club

 7. Updated Bylaws of Lapidary Club

 8. Revise Charter of the Traffic Committee.

New Business included the following:

 1.  New Bereavement Support Committee – motion failed due to a lack of a 
second.

 2. Root-damaged sewer repair, 23681 Via Ventura, $2500 – approved.

 3. Root-damaged patio and wall repair, 28031 Via Castro, $5652 – approved.

 4. Approve Courier Committee Survey.

The General Manager reported that Casta del Sol has less than 2% delin-
quencies with a total value of $71,153.81. He also mentioned a reduction of 
burglaries (see Deputy Sherriff’s report in next month’s Courier), an electri-
cal outage scheduled by Edison, and an upcoming program by which smoke 
detectors or batteries will be offered to our residents by Mission Viejo’s 
Emergency Service Manager.

Bill Thornton, Landscape Coordinator, will shortly update the Irrigation 
Water Efficiency chart for 2012 (can be seen on the Fiesta Room wall). Chris 
Pedersen, Maintenance Services Supervisor, mentioned the asphalt program 
startup in May and carpeting in the Shuffleboard Pavilion. Valerie Hanich, 
our new Recreation Supervisor announced that the Age Verification program 
is winding down and we have 36 new residents.

There were no Homeowner comments. The meeting adjourned at 1:51 PM.
Arthur Rosen, Courier Staff

MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT
March 21, 2013

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
February 28, 2013 shows:

Actual income of ....................................................................... $1,250,004.20

Actual expenditure of ................................................................ $1,059,727.97

Current Year Surplus ................................................................... $190,276.23

The total investments in Reserve Money Market accounts,

Certificates of Deposit and Treasury Notes and Bills ............ $4,775,120.38

The total investments in Operating Money Market accounts,

Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and Bills and

Checking Account .................................................................. $1,516,463.78

Re-cycling Income, year to date ......................................................... $517.48

Operating Interest income, year to date .............................................. $421.39

Reserve Interest, year to date ........................................................... $4,230.07

Treasurer’s comments:

All major categories show a positive balance except for Property Protection 
which is negative due to the purchase of supplies for gate operation.

Respectfully Submitted,
Robert L. Burdick, Treasurer

you can explain your thoughts. Please 
note that all Casta committees allow 
time for residents to speak to the com-
mittee on subjects pertaining to their 
committee. All committee meetings are 
open session and residents are welcome 
to attend.

If you have landscape concerns, you 
should call PWLC1 at 583-2705 and 
a Landscape Maintenance Request 
(LMR) will be generated and acted on 
as needed. If you have an after-hour 
irrigation emergency, please call the 
PWLC1 Emergency Line at 1-800-
464-7952.

If you wish to write a letter to the 
PCM staff, you can drop it off at the 

MANAGER’S REPoRT
Continued from page 2

Administration Office at Recreation 
Center 1 or mail it to 27651 Casta del 
Sol Dr., Mission Viejo CA, 92692. If 
you want the letter to go to the Board, 
you can address the letter: Attention 
Board of Directors and a copy will be 
issued to each member of the Board 
of Directors. If you observe abuses 
of community rules (and if it is pos-
sible), a friendly reminder by you to 
the offender may painlessly correct 
the problem. Lastly, if you ever need 
to call the Management Office, we 
are here for you and can be reached at 
949-837-4073.

Swarms of bees are also sighted in trees 
and shrubs. Swarms are bees resting 
with the queen until the right moment 
when they all fly away in search of a 
permanent location.

Most people have heard about the 
relatively new bees from South Amer-
ica, the so-called killer bees, because 
of their mean tempers. They are very 
similar looking to the European bee. 
Scientists in 1957 were cross breeding 
African bees with European bees try-
ing to improve their pollination capa-
bilities when a replacement beekeeper 
accidentally released the hybrids into 
the wild. In 2002, the Africanized bees 
finally reached Southern California 
and are now a part of our environment, 
whether we like it or not.

Bee removal is not in the landscape 
contract, but Pac West does take calls 
regarding bee locations. Only bees in 
the common area landscape are evalu-
ated for removal. Bees in and around 
homes are the responsibility of the 
homeowner.

We take a measured response to bee 
reports in Casta del Sol. Some calls 
come in when bees are simply flying 
from flower to flower in blooming trees 
like California Peppers or shrubs. This 
is a phenomenon which we cannot and 
do not want to prevent. Even when 
we contract to have the bees removed 
from boxes by a licensed pest control 
company, bees will continue to return 
to the same spot using pheromones, or 
scent left by the others trying to rebuild 
the hive. They will be present for days. 

Continued on page 6
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For further information see other Association News Articles, Calendar or Committee Reports that may be in this issue or contact the committees directly.

Major Project Status Summary

Library Renovation Renovate the library, large print room, Facilities Approve Estimated Reserve Facilities Committee
 recreation office and counter, remove   renovation Cost: $85,000. 4/11/13, 9:00 AM
 fireplace, and modify north door and  designer (Capital Cost) Garden Room
 windows          unknown.

Casta Benches  Remove and relocate benches located Facilities Review the usage TBD Facilities Committee
 on the streets, and at both Rec Ctr 1  of individual  4/11/13, 9:00 AM
 and Rec Ctr 2  benches  Garden Room

Rec 1 Pool and Spa Renovation of pool/spa deck, Facilities, Review $4,000 for  Facilities Committee
Area Renovation landscaping, planters, grass lawn, Architectural, conceptual Conceptual Design 4/11/13, 9:00 AM
 kitchen patio Greenbelt design  Garden Room

Master Plan annual List of suggested improvement Master Plan Finalized --- TBD Board Workshop
update 2013 projects to be implemented over the   Committee  4/4/13, 9:00 AM
 next  five years  Recommendation   Fiesta  Room
   submitted to April  
   Board Workshop  
   agenda  

 Project Name Description Committee Status Financial Impact Next Public Meeting

Our Association Presi-
dent, Jerie Miller, recently 
received an award in the 
Veterans category from the 
Orange County Regional 
Chapter of the Commu-
nity Associations Institute 
(CAI).  The award was pre-
sented at Disney’s Grand 
Californian Hotel on Feb-
ruary 8, 2013. Here is the 
press release:

“The Orange County Re-
gional Chapter of Community Associa-
tions Institute annually recognizes vol-
unteer members in the industry though 
its Orange County Excellence in Com-
munity (OCEC) awards. Nominations 
for the awards are submitted by peers, 
colleagues and industry profession-
als. The Award Selection Committee 
reviews all nominations for those that 
exemplify education, leadership and 
community, which are the qualities of 
the mission for the Chapter. 

“Community Association Board 
Member of the Year is presented to a 
community association board member, 
who has made a significant contribution 
through a singular effort and promotes 
a sense of community. The awards will 
be given based on a board member’s 
tenure with their association. The 

PRESIDENT MILLER RECEIVES CAI AWARD
He Walks the Talk
By Arthur Rosen,
photo by Josh Hodosh

Veteran category reflects 3-6 years of 
service on a community association 
board of directors.

“Winners of the Veteran category 
for Community Association Board 
Member of the Year are Matt Lewis of 
Wisteria Maintenance Association and 
Jerie Miller of Casta del Sol Homeown-
ers Association.

“CAI is a national, nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to fostering vibrant, 
responsive, competent community as-
sociations. With more than 60 chapters 
including the Orange County Regional 
Chapter, CAI represents community 
managers, association board members, 
management companies, and busi-
nesses and professionals who serve 
these communities. Member services 

include educational resources, books 
and periodicals, conferences and semi-
nars, service provider directories and 
professional designations.”

First, congratulations to Jerie, it’s 
an award richly deserved. At CAI, 
Jerie does not sit on the sidelines; he 
follows the volunteer road and walks 
the talk. He attends and participates in 
CAI monthly meetings/seminars and 
absorbs the knowledge of expert speak-
ers. He regularly attends educational 
and leadership classes typically geared 
for General Managers and other man-
agement company employees. He has 
also been a proponent of CAI’s Dollar 
per Door program, a modest fundraiser 
by homeowner associations to support 
and sponsor CAI’s Legislative Action 
Committee (LAC). LAC’s represent the 
best interests of HOA’s in Sacramento. 

Jerie has been sharing CAI concepts 
with all of us. If you have read his 

President’s Messages over the last few 
months, you know he has been empha-
sizing volunteerism by members of our 
Association and advising all of us to 
be more friendly and congenial toward 
each other, especially when it comes to 
governing our Association. He is also 
looking for the knowledge to better 
run our association and spread greater 
harmony, respect and appreciation 
among our members. Job well done, 
Jerie, congratulations.

opt-In for Casta del Sol E-Mail Special News
Casta del Sol now has the ability to send out community special news via 

e-mail. All Casta residents can sign up to receive the e-mail special news by 
visiting the community website at www.castadelsol.com. Find the Special 
News Box (on the left side of the webpage) which reads I want to receive 
CdS community special news e-mails, click on the text, provide your e-mail 
and name, click submit, and you will begin to receive all future community 
special news. The Casta Courier will remain the primary source of Asso-
ciation news, but when an immediate communication is needed, Casta del 
Sol now has the ability to e-mail residents (i.e. an immediate gate closure, 
reminder e-mail for the election, etc.). Please note that PCM does not collect 
e-mail addresses for any reason other than the Casta Courier distribution 
and the special news that you have chosen to receive.

CORRECTION:
On page 15 of the March 

Courier, a caption of one of 
the golfing club photos incor-
rectly named one of the men 
as Mark Davis. His name is 
Walter (Wally) Davis, not 
Mark Davis.
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FOR OVER 24 YEARS 
SERVING SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY 

Call THE ARSHI TEAM for a Free 
Market Evaluation! 

949-455-0606 

Casta del Sol  
Specialist 

28126 Via Enriquez 
 

SOLD ON 03/13/2013 
Lolita Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1400 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $454,900 

23572 Via Benavente 
 

SOLD ON 10/18/2012 
Juanita Model w/view 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1561 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $450,000 

27926 Via Granados 
 

SOLD ON 11/19/2012 
Violeta Model, Remodeled 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1295 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $415,000 

23641 Via Storni 
 

SOLD ON 11/15/2012 
Alicia Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1109 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $335,000 

27683 Calle Valdes 
 

SOLD ON 01/18/2013 
Narciso Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1495 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $425,000 

23832 Villena 
 

SOLD ON 12/10/2012 
Rosa Model, Remodeled 

3 bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $435,000  

28389 Borgona 
 

SOLD ON 01/28/2013 
Cypress Point Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1543 Sq. Ft.  
Offered at $489,900 

23681 Via Ventura 
 

SOLD ON 01/18/2013 
Juanita Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1730 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $525,000 

28461 Alava 
 

SOLD ON 08/01/2012 
Maya Model, Remodeled 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1230 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $425,000 

FIRST  CLASS 
Lic.#01032834 

27711 Via Granados 
 

SOLD ON 02/25/2013 
Maya Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1235 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $399,900 

28011 Calle Valdes 
 

IN ESCROW 
Blanca Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1112 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $350,000 

28121 Via Pedrell 
 

SOLD ON 03/15/2013 
Remodeled w/ Panoramic views 

 Flora Model 
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1453 Sq. Ft. 

Offered at $520,000 

28165 Manchuca 
 

We Represented the Buyers 
SOLD ON 12/18/2012 

Monterey Model 
2 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 1856 Sq. Ft. 

Offered at $494,900 

23995 Delantal 
 

SOLD ON 02/05/2013 
Rosa Model 

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1503 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $429,900 

23912 Via Lugones 
 

IN ESCROW 
Elena Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1350 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $389,900 

28151 Alava 
 

SOLD ON 03/08/2013 
Remodeled Cypress Point 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1543 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $539,900 

28109 Alava 
 

IN ESCROW 
Pebble Beach  Model  

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1502 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $469,990 

23241 El Greco 

 

FOR SALE 
Pacific Grove Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1500 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $516,500 

27862 Calle Marin 
 

SOLD ON 08/07/2012 
Dona Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1297 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $320,000 

28227 Nebrija 
 

SOLD ON 12/17/2012 
Pacific Grove Model 

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1500 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $425,000 

28255 Zarza 
 

FOR SALE 
Violeta Model, Remodeled  

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1295 Sq. Ft. 
Offered at $460,000 

Happy Spring! 
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April 2013 CdS pAint Schedule
Via Murillo (trim only)
23431 . . . . . . . 23441     ............. 23471 ............... 23481 ...............23491
23501 . . . . . . . 23511 ................. 23521 ............... 23531
Via Benavente  (trim only)
23572 . . . . . . . 23742 ................. 23715 ............... 23701 ...............23691
23712 . . . . . . . 23692 ................. 23682 ............... 23672 ...............23662
23652 . . . . . . . 23632 ................. 23622 ............... 23612 ...............23641
23582 . . . . . . . 23572 ................. 23552 ............... 23542 ...............23536
23532 . . . . . . . 23522 ................. 23531
Via Ventura  (trim only)
23542 . . . . . . . 23532 ................. 23511 ............... 23521 ...............23531
23541 . . . . . . . 23561 ................. 23581

If there are any questions — contact Chris Pedersen, Maintenance Supervi-
sor at 455-4671.

LANDSCAPE NoTES
Continued from page 3

Bees are not automatically removed 
unless they present a danger.

Residents should be aware of their 
surroundings. Keep the area around 
your home clear of items that could 
provide shelter for bees; also fill gaps 
in walls and roof lines where possible 
to prevent entry. More information is 
available from UC Davis at www.ipm.
ucdavis.edu/pmg/pestnotes. Click Pests 
in Gardens, then click Bee Swarms 
(new).

April 2013

Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

Cooke, Andrea & Maurice .............. 23681 Via Ventura ............... 305-6364

 Laguna Niguel, CA

Pleso, Kay ....................................... 28475 Pacheco ...................... 636-3746

 Laguna Niguel, CA

Lagos, Antonio & Norma ............... 28429 Alava ................(310) 613-2727

 Torrance, CA

Gonzalez, Donna & Ruben ............. 27686 Via Granados ............. 499-2534

 Yucaipa, CA

Tayian, Wendy ................................ 28376 Yanez ......................... 713-5114

 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA

Samuelsen, Thomas & Joan ............ 28389 Borgona ..................Will Notify

 Modesto, CA

Fodor, Irene ..................................... 28162 Via Herrera ................ 457-1014

 Laguna Woods, CA

Payne, Arlen & LeAnn ................... 27892 Calle Casal ................. 305-2997

 San Clemente, CA

Slattery, Betty ................................. 28186 Alava ......................... 716-2478

 Winnetka, CA

Peruzzi, Anna & Giordano .............. 28152 Via Bello .................... 510-1479

 Cathedral City, CA

Newsom, Bill & Liz ........................ 28202 Via Herrera ................ 916-2185

 Aliso Viejo, CA

Kramer, Elizabeth & William ......... 28242 Yanez ......................... 916-0168

 Laguna Niguel, CA

Howerton,  Lonnie & Nancy ........... 27716 Calle Valdes .............. 635-9588

 Trabuco Canyon, CA

Directory change

Baker, Gordon & Sandra ................. 28465 Alava ......................... 582-8360

McNally, Cheryl ............................. 23972 Villena ....................... 297-8231

Templin, James ............................... 23972 Villena ....................... 297-8231

LoCAL ARTIST FEATuRED 
oN TELEVISIoN MVTV
Continued from page 1

Marlene is well-known for her color-
ful, award-winning watercolors. The 
scene she painted was of Heritage 
House, Mission Viejo’s local history 
museum, set in the park on Melinda. 
The film showed her developing the 
painting using several different pro-
cesses as she explained how and why 
they were used.

Marlene currently teaches at the Nor-
man P. Murray Center, Irvine Fine Arts 
Center and in Laguna Beach. She is a 
member of the Mission Viejo Cultural 
Arts Committee and has designed sev-
eral public art projects for the City. 
She is also active in the Saddleback 
Art League.

Originally from Boston, Marlene re-

MEDICAL ALERT
Residents and their guests cannot park in Cul-de-Sacs with no sidewalks per 

Casta rules. Medical, fire and other emergency vehicles need easy and close 

access to the home with the medical emergency.

ceived her B.F.A from Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design. She had a 
long and successful career as a graphics 
designer and art director before turning 
to watercolor painting. Her work has 
been shown in many galleries, includ-
ing the Galerie Megarte in Paris.

WE NEED YOUR HELP.
The Casta del Sol Traffic Committee is looking for interested residents who 

would consider joining this great Committee.

If you would like to help solve our traffic/security issues, please contact 
Ron Singer:

RTSinger3@cox.net   (949) 305-5561

CASTA DEL SoL BoARD oF DIRECToR ELECTIoN
Candidates to serve a two-year term on the Association’s Board of 

Directors are being sought for the June 27, 2013 Annual Meeting and 
Election. Three positions are open. Candidate applications are available 
at the Administration and Recreation Offices. A biography will also be 
needed. Important dates are:

4/05/13 - Deadline for Resumes for printing bios in the May Courier.

4/24/13 - D eadline for printing names on the ballot and resumé distribu-
tion with the ballot.

5/16/13 -  Candidates introduced at the Regular Board meeting and given 
three minutes to introduce themselves.

6/06/13 -  Meet the Candidate Night at 7:00 PM. Candidates will introduce 
themselves and answer questions from residents.
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BOKER YARUSS
C  949.929.7187 
T  949.478.7840
Boker@BokerYaruss.com 
Lic#01362392

JAYE YARUSS
C  949.842.2961 
T  949.478.7839
Jaye@BokerYaruss.com 
Lic#01434016

Be it Mansion or Townhome, Expect Excellence. We Specialize in Casta Del Sol & Cater to Our Senior Friends and Neighbors.
www.BokerYaruss.com

Boker & Jaye Yaruss 
 

HAVE REPRESENTED OVER 40 REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS  
IN THIS CHALLENGING MARKET 

For a list of our success stories and testimonials, or to receive  
a competitive market analysis for your Casta Del Sol home, call 949.929.7187. 

We provide the most in-depth market analysis and the most detailed  
listing presentation out there – at no obligation or cost to you . 

Call Boker and Jaye today.

ARCHITECTuRAL

Clearly visible house numbers on our 
homes are required by our CC&Rs.  
They are important to ensure that help 
can find you in the event of an emer-
gency, not to mention the frustration it 
saves our guests and service providers 
when trying to identify our homes.

All homeowners of Casta del Sol were 
recently sent the updated Architectural 
Committee Standards & Guidelines. 
We sincerely hope that you will take 
the time to read and become familiar 
with them and file them someplace for 
easy reference. The Guidelines will 
also be available in the next edition of 
the CdS phone book.

Section 14 of the Standards & Guide-
lines refers to house numbers. House 
numbers should be painted in a color 
that strongly contrasts with the surface 
upon which they are mounted and must 

CC&Rs
I hope you saw the By-Laws and 

CC&R Amendment Election results on 
the front page of the March Courier. 
Both amendments passed. We had 
1,535 valid ballots returned, the largest 
number of ballots ever returned in any 
Casta del Sol election. I want to again 
thank the Election Committee and all 
the volunteers who worked during the 
age verification process, made phone 
calls, and went door to door to attempt 
to get more owners to return their bal-
lots. It certainly worked! We needed 
1,285 approve votes to amend the ex-
isting 66 2/3% approval requirement, 
and we received 1,296 approve votes. 
We needed 983 approve votes to amend 
the 51% approval requirement and we 
received 1,281. 

ELECTIoN
The 41st Annual Meeting and Elec-

tion of Officers will be held on Thurs-
day, June 27. This year we have three 
Board of Director positions open. The 
Committee would like to encourage 
anyone who is interested in running for 
the Board to pick up an application at 
Rec Ctr 1 or the Fiesta Building. This 
is your chance to get involved with 
decisions affecting our community 
and fellow residents. Your community 
needs you.

Here are some important dates:

April 5  – Deadline for election can-
didates to submit a resume for printing 
in the May issue of the Courier and 
advertising for Meet the Candidates 
Night.

April 24 – Ballot deadline for print-
ing candidates’ names and resumes for 
distribution with ballots.

Please submit your application and 
resume to Doris in the Fiesta/Admin-
istration Building. 
Barbara Harris, Election Committee, 

837-0925
Jerie Miller, Liasion

be at least 4 inches in height. Section 
18 specifies that the street address must 
be posted on your mail box. 

Several attractive options to the stan-
dard house numbers are now available. 
Pictured here is a sample of a clearly 
visible house number in a bronze 
plaque with solar lighting mounted on 
stucco.

Joann Reinhold, Co-Chair, 859-7592
Joyce Saltzgiver, Liaison

This means as soon as these amend-
ments are recorded, all future By-Laws 
and CC&R amendments can be ap-
proved by a majority of all those who 
vote, provided we receive at least a 
quorum of 964 valid ballots. Remem-
ber, now it will be important for each 
member to learn about and to vote on 
any future proposed amendments. Your 
opinion can now be the deciding vote, 
as the majority will rule because the 
old supermajority requirements have 
been eliminated.

Where do we go from here? The 
CC&R Committee will first be revisit-
ing all of the proposed amendments that 
did not pass in the June 2012 election 
due to a lack of returned ballots. Some 
of those will probably be placed on 
the June 2013 ballots. Additionally, 
the Committee will be learning about 
the totally rewritten Davis-Stirling Act 
changes to find what other amendments 
to propose to have us in compliance for 
2014. All Committee proposals will 
require Board approval in April, as the 
ballots go to press in May.

If you would like to be a part of this 
effort, please join us at our regular 
meetings, the second Monday of each 
month at 2:00 PM in the Ceramics 
Room.

Bill Burfeind, Chair, 305-4260
Jerie Miller, Liaison
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NEW ADDITIoNS To THE 
LIBRARY
Regular Print:
A Town of Empty Rooms,
 Karen E. Bender

Chanel Bonfire, Wendy Lawless

City of Thieves, David Benioff

Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker,
 Jennifer Chiaverini

My Beloved World, Sonia Sotomayor

Out of the Easy, Ruta Sepetys

See Now Then, Jamaica Kincaid

Serving
Saddleback Valley

Since 1973

FACILITIES
A bench group was formed in 2012 

by Architectural Committee members 
Bill Kress and Connie Campanile, 
as well as Patty Oldakowski of the 
Facilities Committee. They inspected 
our community and inventoried over 
100 benches here at Casta del Sol. 
Who would have thought we have that 
many? Wayne Block joined that group 
and together they sought to determine 
the future of these inventoried benches. 

To give an overview, here’s where 
the benches are today: 21 benches are 
located on the streets, including the five 
at the Maye Russ Memorial Fountain; 
25 benches are located around Rec Ctr 
1; 56 benches are located around Rec 
Ctr 2, including 20 at Lawn Bowling 
and 16 in the Heritage Garden; and two 
others are at various locations.

The group found that many of the 
street benches were placed years ago 
when the community had bus service. 
Some of these benches are located 
on concrete pads, but others are just 
placed on dirt or grass. Since there is 
no more bus service, it was felt that 
some can be relocated to other areas.

The group recommended that four 
benches be removed. Another four 
were classified as not needed and may 
be removed in the future. One bench 
will be replaced by relocating another 
bench. The Facilities Committee for-
warded the group’s recommendations 
to the March Board Workshop meet-
ing. The Board, with staff recommen-
dations, decided that the two benches 
on Alava and Villena were on an 
incline, are valuable for those walking 
up the hill, and that they should be re-
placed, rather than removed. If replace-
ment benches cannot be located, the 
Facilities Committee will recommend 
the purchase of replacement benches. 
The Board concurred with the removal 
of two concrete benches on Azorin and 
on Ribalta, but judged that the three 
concrete benches on Azorin, Valdes, 
and Alonso be retained. The bench by 
Gate 1 will be relocated elsewhere.

The removal, relocation, and replace-
ment of benches is a long-term continu-
ing project. We can use your help.

Sally Gilmore-Hernadi, Co-Chair, 
581-6060

Betty Brouwer, Liaison

LIBRARY
It’s the month of April. It’s spring-

time. We survived the cold and wet 
winter months. It’s time for new be-
ginnings. Take a walk in our beautiful 

Heritage Garden, visit with the neigh-
bors, or read a good book. Our library 
has a wide selection of different titles 
and authors. Consider picking out a 
biography, a non-fiction book, or a 
romance novel. Mostly, keep reading; 
it broadens the mind and keeps us alert. 

The DVD spinner has many discs 
available. Gry Kvalheim, who handles 
and processes the entire DVD sec-
tion, does an excellent job and neatly 
displays them by the initial of the first 
letter of the title. At last count in Febru-
ary and March of 2013, the inventory of 
discs was 560. The library once again 
will accept donations of DVDs. Please 
take them to the Rec Ctr 1 office.

In March, 13 regular print and 17 
large print hardcover books were 
purchased. After Arlene Burdick pro-
cesses them, the books are placed on 
the seven-day bookshelves. If you are 
looking for a special book to read and 
want our purchasers to buy it, please 
write the name and author of the book 
and place the request in the box situated 
under the seven-day books.

The donated books are being used 
and are appreciated by the residents. 
These books have a large green dot on 
the spine. The total number of donated 
books as of March is 159. 

In February, 385 paperback books 
were returned and 294 were donated. A 
total of 191 hardcover books of regular 
print were checked out and 101 large 
print books were checked out. Our 
residents enjoyed checking out a total 
of 282 DVDs.

The Book Group will be reading The 
Tiger’s Wife by Tea Obreht for April’s 
discussion. 

The next Library Committee meet-
ing will be on Wednesday, April 3 at 
10:00 AM in the Garden Room. Please 
try to attend.

Bernice Ciolli, 855-1746
Micky Scholte, Liaison

Continued on page 9



The Casta CourierApril 2013 Page  9

Continued on page 10

Snow White Must Die, Nele Neuhaus

The Age of Miracles,
 Karen Thompson Walker

The Good House, Ann Leary

The History of Us, Leah Stewart

The Painted Girls,
 Cathy Marie Buchanan

The Retribution, Val McDermid

Large Print:
An Irish Country Wedding,
 Patrick Taylor
 (back order until 3/8/13)

Collateral Damage, Stuart Woods

Don’t Cry for Me, Sharon Sala

Dream Eyes, Jayne Ann Krentz

Empire and Honor,
 W.E.B. Griffin/
 William E. Butterworth IV

Finding Mercy, Karen Harper

Ironhorse (Robert B. Parker’s),
 Robert Knott

Kinsey and Me, Sue Grafton

Learning to Swim, Sara J. Henry

Miriam’s Heart, Emma Miller

Nano, Robin Cook

Run the Risk, Lori Foster

Shadow Creek, Joy Fielding

Shadow Woman, Linda Howard

Shiver,
 Karen Robards
 (back order February)

Threat Vector, Tom Clancy

Twisted Vines, Carole Price

When Lightning Strikes, Brenda Novak

SoCIAL
This month the Social Committee 

will be holding the Wine and Cheese 
Mixer on April 13, from 3:00 to 5:00 
PM in the Vista Room. Sign-ups began 
on March 8, and will last until April 9. 
We promise a good mix of wines with 
cheeses and other tasty selections to 
compliment their flavors. Like a great 
couple, they bring out the best in each 
other. It promises to be a fun time with 
neighbors and friends, old and new. 
See you there. 

We are also inviting the artists in our 
community to display their paintings. 
Please call Jill Colombana for the de-
tails about displaying your paintings. 

The committee has also started plan-
ning our Memorial Day Barbeque to 

TRAFFIC
Because of the importance of both, 

there are two topics I think are worth 
discussing in this month’s Casta Cou-
rier.

The first one has been mentioned by 
Josh Hodosh, but should be repeated. 
Over the years, Casta has been blessed 
with what we consider a very safe com-
munity. We have recently been made 
aware of multiple instances over the 
past three months, regarding a person 
or persons vandalizing autos and one 
home (twice) within Casta. 

Although we have to be vigilant 
in working toward eliminating these 
occurrences, it should be noted that 
in most instances, the autos and the 
above-mentioned home were unlocked. 
I think the best practice we could ad-
here to is the assumption that Casta is 
our Shangri-La, but we need to live on 
the safe side and lock our autos and 
homes when we are not in residence. 
In additon, let’s go back to the original 
purpose of the automobile as a means 
of transportation, not as a place to store 
our valuables.

Two phone numbers that you should 
write down and have readily available 
to you are:  for Immediate Emergency 
9-1-1, and for Non-emergency (to re-

NEW ADDITIoNS To THE 
LIBRARY
Continued from page 8

be held May 27. We are planning to 
make this year’s event even better than 
the one we had in 2012. Offered will 
be a choice of pulled pork on a bun, 
barbequed chicken breast with warm 
rolls, or a veggie burger. Sides will be 
potato salad, tossed salad, baked beans, 
and mac & cheese. Dessert will be that 
wonderful strawberry short cake on a 
stick. Coffee, water, and iced tea will 
be available. Bring your choice of other 
beverages for yourself or to share. 

The price will be the same as last 
year, only $15. Check-in time is 2:30 
PM. At 3:00 PM there will be a mo-
ment of silence as we begin with the 
Presentation of Colors by members 
of the Military Veterans Club. Each 
branch of the service will be recog-
nized. We especially invite all veterans 
to attend because it is your day! We 
want to thank you for your service to 
this great, free country. The food will 
be served until 5:30 PM. Sign-ups will 
begin on Friday, April 26. If you have 
any questions, check with the staff at 
the Rec Ctr 1 office or give me a call.

The April movie will be Argo.
Jill Colombana, 470-9495

Bill Burfeind, Liaison
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TRAFFIC
Continued from page 9

port a crime but do not need immediate 
response) (949) 770-6011.

The other issue is that on more occa-
sions than I would like, I’ve been con-
fronted by residents telling me someone 
is in violation due to either parking 
unlawfully on our streets, or residents 
having individuals living in their homes 
who don’t appear to be within our age-
restriction policy. You must go to our 
Administration Building and fill out 
the appropriate form located outside 
Tamara’s office to report a violation.

Be assured, the information you pro-
vide is strictly confidential and you are 
fully protected from becoming involved 
in the solution to the problem. The only 
way we can effectively confront and 
correct these violators is with your help.

So please, let’s get this information 
to the powers that be (our Management 
Company) and allow them the ability 
to correct these infractions.

Remember, drive safely.
Ron Singer, Chair, 305-5561

Betty Brouwer, Liaison

TRAVEL
The Travel Committee wants to 

thank you for attending the Wheel of 
Misfortune in February. Also a special 
thank you to all of you who participated 
in the acting; you were all very good 
with the scripts. The mystery was great 

Please Support the Association by Discarding

Your Aluminum Cans

in the Aluminum Can Recycle Container at

the Lower End of the Rec Ctr 1 Parking Lot.

The Association Thanks You.

No Plastic Please.

Rumors of a pirate ship sailing the 
waters of Lake Mission Viejo have 
been confirmed. Last Tuesday, pirates 
raided and plundered a lakeside res-
taurant. All the restaurant’s silverware 
plus two barrels of guacamole were 
taken. The pirates would have carried 
off the serving wenches but the local 
serving wench union voted this down 
17-16.

Later that day, 43 children playing 
on the beach, witnessed the pirate 

fun, the food was spectacular, and the 
fellowship was memorable. Would 
you like another mystery next year? 
Let us know.

We would especially like to thank 
Barbara Heebner for her work in 
making arrangements with the acting 
company, chairing the evening event, 
making arrangements with the caterer, 
and working with the team to make the 
event a complete delight. 

South Pacific at the Welk Theatre was 
enjoyed by all who attended. A play of 
our era with great songs, a love story, 
and all ends well.

At the time I am writing this article, 
we are in the final preparations for our 
trip to the Castaways in Burbank, for 
the Luck of the Irish. The next trip will 
be to the Queen Mary for the Diana 
Exhibit showing her jewelry, gowns, 
and memorabilia. The exhibit depicts 
Princess Diana’s life as history in the 
making at the time of her marriage to 
Charles, and a life that ended so tragi-
cally. The date of the exhibit is April 
24. The price is $96 with lunch at The 
Reef Restaurant. For more details, 
check the Let’s Go Traveling section. 

Our team works hard to make sure all 
our travelers have a pleasant experience 
and an enjoyable trip. If you have any 
problems, please bring them to the es-
corts or to a member of the committee. 
Thank you. 

Jill Colombana, Chair, 470-9495
Joyce Saltzgiver, Liaison

PIRATES TERRoRIzE LAkE MISSIoN VIEjo
ship’s return to the beach. Eight pirates 
carried a large sea chest to the beach 
and buried it in the sand. Before they 
re-boarded the ship, the pirates signed 
autographs and posed for photos with 
the children. 

Some lakeside residents are erecting 
stockades, others are installing can-
nons. The local WalMart reports it is 
sold out of cutlasses. 

The Coast Guard is investigating. 
APRIL FOOL   By Kent Lihme

  
I N T E G R I T Y    •    E X P E R I E N C E    •   R E S U L T S 

  

  
MARIE MILLER 
Broker  - Realtor 
SR Real Estate Specialist 
949. 929-6834 
  
  
  
VERA JACQUES 
Realtor – Appraiser 
SR Real Estate Specialist 
949. 510-0929 
 4333333333

 
  

  
•  FREE  Market Analysis 
•  Home Staging 

•  Home Repairs 

•  Home Preparation 

•  Estate Sales 

•  Market Projections 

•  Tax Base  Transfers 

•  Sales and Leasing 
•  Escrow & Notary Services 
•  Pre-Foreclosure Consult 

  
PROFESSIONALISM & SERVICE BEYOND YOUR EXPECTATIONS 

FROM HOME PREPARATION TO CLOSE OF ESCROW 
START TO FINISH ! 

  
OrangeCountySeniorsMovingForward.com 

Ask How We Can Save You Money! 

MOVING SENIORS FORWARD FOR 25 YEARS 
« DON’T MAKE A MOVE WITHOUT US » 

  
CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED  IN  YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

PLAZA  DEL  LAGO  AT  THE  LAKE 
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Does this Look Like a 
Senior Living Community to You?

Freedom Village is a newly remodeled 
debt-free Continuing Care Retirement 
Community in Lake Forest, CA
Enjoy a vibrant, independent lifestyle now, with the security 
of a 24-hour medically trained staff, who can all perform 
CPR. Value entrance deposits start from $63,000 to $275,000 
for a penthouse. Freedom Village offers independent living, 
assisted living and skilled nursing care, all on the same 
campus. We provide comprehensive, coordinated care for
our residents, offering peace of mind for them and all of
their family members!

Choosing Freedom Village entitles you to special benefits 
including a guarantee of care and services for life, even if 
you outlive your resources through no fault of your own. 
Enjoy life today with security and an affordable plan for 
your future.

Call Freedom Village today to arrange a personal tour with a 
chef prepared lunch or to learn about one of our upcoming 
events with live entertainment - (949) 340-8108.

Follow us on:

Continuing Care Retirement Community

Alfresco Dining

Gold Medalist Chef

Penthouse Apartments

Personal Training

Saddleback Lounge

Casino Trips
Lic. #300606831 COA 143

(949) 340-8108
23442 El Toro Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630

www.freedomvillage.org

S.P.L.A.T. SuES CASTA RESIDENT
The Casta Courier just received a report from its Ace reporter, Sammy 

Snitch. He states that the Spider Protection League of American Tradi-
tions (S.P.L.A.T.) is suing Miss Emily Muffet. The lawsuit on behalf 
of Mr. Harry Spider alleges invasion of privacy and loss of livelihood. 

The lawsuit states that on the morning of January 10, one Miss Emily 
Muffet, from 28259 Via Quiote, sat on a tuffet while eating her breakfast. 
This interrupted Mr. Spider, who at the time was spinning a web under 
said tuffet. When Mr. Spider attempted to sit beside her to tell her this, 
Miss Muffet ran away rather than offering some sort of restitution. Thus 
the lawsuit. APRIL FOOL   By Kent Lihme

CALLING 911
If you have to make a 911 call, we are told that it’s better to 

use your landline than a cell phone. Why? A cell phone call goes 
to the Highway Patrol; once connected, they ask you location 
and phone number questions. If you use a landline to call 911, 
it goes straight to the Sheriff Dispatcher who has your location 
and phone number information already in their computer system.

The authorities are aware of this issue and are in the midst of 
correcting the problem.
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TRAVEL COMMITTEE
April 2013 let’s Go travelinG
The La Mirada Theater presents an Afternoon with Shirley MacLaine 
with lunch at the Elephant Bar
Saturday, May 18

Depart: 10:45 AM

Return: 5:15 PM

Price: $137.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities

Sign-up begins: Wednesday, April 3 at 7:00 AM in the Garden Room.

Shirley MacLaine is an icon of the stage and screen who has danced her way 
through adversity with wit and grit. The Apartment, Sweet Charity, Postcards 
from the Edge, and Steel Magnolias have won her countless awards and nomi-
nations, including a Golden Globe and an Academy Award for Best Actress in 
1983’s Terms of Endearment. Join us for a rare intimate afternoon as she shares 
stories, photos, wisdom, tantalizing behind-the-scenes gossip and a Q&A from 
her spectacular 58-year career. This one-day only performance is sure to leave 
you moved, tickled and inspired. Shirley received the AFI Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2012.

Before we head to the theater, you will enjoy lunch at the Elephant Bar res-
taurant where you will have your choice of three entrees: Fire Grilled Chicken 
Citrus Salad, Macadamia Nut Crusted Fish & Chips, or Santa Barbara Burger. 
All lunches include a beverage (soft drink), and dessert.

So come spend your afternoon with Shirley. You’ll be glad you did!

other Events With Sign-ups underway
Princess Diana Exhibit at the Queen Mary with Lunch at the Reef 
Restaurant
Wednesday, April 24

Price: $96.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities

Seats still available. Sign up in Rec Ctr 1 office.

10560-84217

MILITARY VETERANS CLuB
The Military Veterans Club would like to clarify that 

they were requesting donations of old boots, not old coots. And 
for those who dropped off old coots, please come back and 
pick them up. They are getting hungry. APRIL FOOL    
Submitted by Fran Morgan
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Did You know?
Did you know how easy it is to get your Club event featured on the Bulletin 

Board? Your event must be open to all Casta residents. If it is for members 
only, it should go in your club article, not the Bulletin Board. All you have to 
do is submit your article to sarahenninger@cox.net by the 10th of the month.

You may submit your article in one of three different ways:

1) Send it in the body of an e-mail

2) Send it as an e-mail attachment

3)  Or write it up and take it to Rec Ctr 1 and ask Richard or Evelyn to place 
it in the Courier Folder

Your article should include basics such as where, when, why, how much it 
costs, and who to contact. Keep in mind the size of the Bulletin Board. Please 
submit your article without typing it in all capital letters. I look forward to 
receiving information about your Club’s special events.

Sara Henninger — Your Bulletin Board Editor

MAjoRITY oF QuoRuM
 In last month’s Courier, Bill Bur-

feind said in response to my opinion 
letter, “the easy fix-CC&R disclaimer 
Mr. Abbott suggests as a solution does 
not prevent a new resident from suing 
the Association.” I never said that it 
would! I said that it would “cover us 
whenever they exceed the boundaries 
of any legislation”. I could sue anyone 
for being ugly if I wanted to. I was 
pointing out that it would be very dif-
ficult (re: practically impossible) for 
anyone to find an attorney who would 
take such a case on contingency, as 
attorneys do in these types of situa-
tions, and prevail. I am not worried 
about the $75,000.00 capital limit. I am 
concerned about a Board of Directors 
that wants its own way regardless of 
anyone else’s opinion.

Charles Abbott
(949) 448-0675

CC&R Response: In the February vote 
concerning a Majority of Quorum as 
the future requirement to approve By-
Law and CC&R amendments, over 
84% of our owners who returned bal-
lots, voted to approve. This shows a 
strong majority of owners agreed with 
the Board, so it was the Association’s 
opinion and not just the Board’s way.

RECoRD VoTING IN 
RECENT ELECTIoN

Congratulations to all Casta Del Sol 
homeowners who voted in our recent 
election to pass the majority of quorum 
amendment. There is one caveat that 
we all need to remember. If we had 
this kind of turnout in previous elec-
tions we would not have needed to vote 
to lessen the numbers needed to pass 
an amendment or any other proposed 
change to CC&Rs, etc. 

If we do not take our responsibility 
to vote seriously in the future, we have 
just approved a process by which a 
mere 400 + votes could determine the 
outcome of an election which affects 
the lives and livelihood of over 1500 
homeowners.

Please, let’s keep up the good work 
and get out the vote as we did for 
this election for all future elections 
in Casta Del Sol so a true majority of 
homeowners in this beautiful place will 
determine its future.

Don Griffiths
(949) 340-3834

DEFINITIoN oF TERMS
Response to Corboz March 
Opinion Letter

The terms used to describe the type 
of projects that are being considered 
come from the 2011 revision of our 
CC&Rs, specifically Section’s 6.05D 
and 6.05L. These two sections deal 
with the identification of what are 
maintenance expenses and what are 
capital expenses. Careful reading of 
both of these sections will give the 
reader a better understanding of the 
terms used to describe different types 
of projects within the community. The 
Reserve Study uses the same terms to 
describe what can be expensed to the 
Reserve Funds. Since there is some dis-
agreement among the Reserve Study 
Professionals, it became necessary for 
our Association to better define what 
we believe to be appropriate funding 
sources and thus the CC&Rs were 
revised in 2011.

Bob Burdick, Treasurer
CdS Board of Directors

CoMMITTEE
EXPLANATIoN
Response to Corboz March 
Opinion Letter

Lynne, the potential ultimate cost 
of the Rec Ctr 1 changes discussed at 
the February Workshop Meeting may 
indeed be $150,000 to $200,000; and, 
then again it may not. The high cost 
figures were random opinions offered 
during the meeting. The published 
$85,000 cost figure was a Reserve 
Study estimate for the implementation 
costs of like-for-like replacements. 
Some of the conceived Library capital 
improvements may prove to be unfea-
sible or too expensive. More accurate 
construction cost estimates will be 
determined as the conceptual design 
progresses. 

The Facilities Committee and the 
Library Renovation Project Sub-
committee were definitely aware of 
the budget limitations. The ideas to 
remove the fireplace (create additional 
bookshelf space), modernize the re-
strooms (according to the building 
code, there should be a men’s room), 
etc. were, and still are, part and parcel 
of the conceptual plan to modernize 
the area. They are not final plans. We 
are specifically aware that a profes-
sional involvement is needed to assist 
in making a prudent decision for the 
expenditure of funds and the efficient 

use of space. Our goal is to provide a 
pleasant ambience for residents and 
prospective buyers.

Lynne, the Facilties Committee meets 
on the 2nd Thursday of each month in 
the Garden Room at 9:00 AM. You, 
and others, are invited to attend these 
meetings.
Ed Tutton,Chair, Library Renovation 

Sub Committee
Wayne Block,

Co-chair Facilities Committee

CoMMENDATIoN
I want to commend Judy and the 

Courier staff for the great job they are 
doing. I was laid up with medical prob-
lems for over a year and the Courier 
kept me informed as to what was going 
on in the community. Thank you! Keep 
up the good work.

Joyce Saltzgiver
(949) 303-0596

U.S. DRAPERIES
       AND BLINDS
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949.422.2052  

NOW may be  the best time 
to sell!  

2 Ritz Carlton Dr., Ste. 201 
Monarch Beach, CA 92629 

Call for your NO-Cost, Confidential NO-Obligation analysis 
of your home. Our years of experience & trust in buying, 
selling, investing & short sales can work for you. 

REAL ESTATE INVENTORY LOW = PRICES ON THE RISE ! 
WE HAVE BUYERS = WE NEED SELLERS! 

 

Ursino - Douglas & Associates  
DRE.# 00606926 & DRE.# 01129831 

Kim & Slone 
R. E. Broker Associates 

+  =  
LOW 

Interest 
Rates  

HIGHER 
Sales 
Prices  

LOW 

Inventory  

HOT Market Time!  

•  7:00 PM Variety Club
                                Show, V

1918

2625242322

13

20

27

FridayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Sat / Sun

•  1:00 PM CdS Board
                       General Mtg., V
•  1:00 PM Women’s Golf
                     Officers’ Mtg., G
•  7:00 PM Republican Club
                     Officers’ Mtg., G

•  9:00 AM Travel
                Committee Mtg., G
•  1:00 PM Architecture
                Committee Mtg., G
•  7:00 PM Variety Club
                                  Show, V

171615

29

28

21

Recreation Center 1
 • = EMERITUS SADDLEBACK
   COLLEGE
 AC = ARTS & CRAFTS
 BC = BOCCE BALL COURTS
 CW = CERAMICS WORKSHOP
 F = WHOLE FIESTA ROOM
 F1 = FIESTA ROOM FIREPLACE SIDE
 F2 = FIESTA ROOM BACK SIDE
 G = GARDEN ROOM
 LP = LAPIDARY ROOM
 P1 = POOL #1
 SBP = SHUFFLEBOARD PAVILION
 V = VISTA

Recreation Center 2
 H = HERITAGE ROOM
 LBG = LAWN BOWLING GREEN
 LBP = LAWN BOWLING PATIO/PAVILION
 P2 = POOL 2
 PTC = PADDLE TENNIS COURT
 TC = TENNIS COURT

Daily/Weekly Activity Schedule – April 2013
*AQUA FITNESS: .............................. T,TH, 8:30 AM, P1
*AQUA FITNESS: .............................. M,W,F, 9:00 AM, P1
*ART APPRECIATION: ..................... TH, 10:00 AM, V
*CHORALE: ....................................... T, 10:00 AM, V
*PHYSICAL FITNESS: ...................... M,W,F, 8:00 AM, V
*PILATES: ......................................... M,W,F, 9:00 AM, V
*SKETCHING CLASS: ...................... F, 12:30 PM, F
*WATERCOLOR: .............................. M,W, 1:00 PM, V
BEADING CLASS:............................. F, 1:00 PM, AC
BIBLE STUDY: .................................. T, 10:00 AM, H
BOBBLE BALL: ................................. EVERY DAY,
 3:00 - 6:00 PM, P2
BOCCE BALL: ................................... M,W,F, 2:00 PM, BC
BRIDGE: ............................................ M, 12:00 PM, F
BUNCO 1: .......................................... 3rd T, 7:00 PM, H
BUNCO 2: .......................................... 2nd T, 6:30 PM, H
BUNCO 3: .......................................... 1st T, 5:30 PM, H
BUNCO 4: .......................................... 4th T, 7:00 PM, H
BUNCO BABES:................................ 3rd T, 6:00 PM, F
CERAMICS CLASS: .......................... M,W,F, 9:00 AM, AC
CERAMICS CLUB: ............................ M,W,F, 9:00 AM, CW

CRIBBAGE: ....................................... TH, 6:30 PM, H
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: ....................... T,TH, 12:30 PM, F
HAND & FOOT: ................................. 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W, 12:00 PM, H;
 3rd M, 6:00 PM, F;
 1st T after 1st M, 5:30 PM, F
LAPIDARY: ........................................ M,W, 9:00 AM, LP
LAWN BOWLING: ............................. M,W,F, 9:30 AM;
 1st & 3rd TH, 6:30 PM;
 2nd S, 10:00 AM, LBG
LINE DANCING: ................................ T, 5:30 PM, V
MAH JONGG 1: ................................. TH, 1:00 PM, H
MAH JONGG 3: ................................. 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T, 12:30 PM, G
MAH JONGG 4: ................................. TH, 1:00 PM, H
MAH JONGG MAVENS: .................... M, 9:30 AM & 6:45 PM, H;
 S, 10:00 AM, H
MEXICAN TRAIN: ............................. F, 6:00 PM, G
ORIGINAL MEXICAN TRAIN: ........... S, 6:30 PM, H
OPEN PADDLE TENNIS: .................. T,W,F,S,SU, 9:00 AM;
 T,TH, 7;00 PM, PTC
OPEN TENNIS: ................................. T,TH, 10:00 AM;
 T,TH, 7:00 PM, TC

PAN 1: ............................................... 1st W, 12:30 PM, F2;
 2nd, 3rd, 5th W, 12:30 PM, G;
 4th W, 12:30 PM, F2
PAN 6: ............................................... 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T, 12:30 PM, G
PARTY BRIDGE: ............................... 2nd, 4th S, 6:30 PM, F
PING PONG: ..................................... S, 9:15 AM; M, 6:00 PM, V
PINOCHLE: ....................................... F, 6:00 PM, H
POKER GROUP: ............................... W, 6:30 PM, H
POKER: ............................................. TH, 7:00 PM, F
POKER LADIES: ............................... 2nd, 4th W, 6:30 PM, F
SCRABBLE: ...................................... M,T, 2:30 PM, H;
 T, 7:00 PM, AC
SEWING & CRAFT: ........................... 1st, 3rd, W, 10:00 AM, H
SHUFFLE LEAGUE:.......................... T, 9:00 AM, SBP
SHUFFLE LESSONS: ....................... F, 10:30 AM, SBP
SHUFFLE (POT OF GOLD): ............. W, 7:00 PM, SBP
SHUFFLE SINGLES:......................... TH, 9:00 AM, SBP
STRUMMERS: .................................. 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th TH, 2:00 PM, G
TENNIS & PADDLE
     TENNIS COURTS CLEANED: ..... T, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
TEXAS HOLD’EM: ............................. W, 6:30 PM, F2
WOODCARVERS: ............................. M,TH, 12:30 PM, AC

•  AssociAtion BoArd And committee meetings  •  AssociAtion sponsored Activities  •  CluB And Activity events

•  1:00 PM Budget &
           Finance Committee
                                  Mtg., G

• 10:00 AM Welcome
                Committee Mtg., G

•  7:00 PM Democratic
                           Club Mtg., G

12

14•  1:00 PM Architecture
                Committee Mtg., G
•  7:00 PM Variety
                           Club Mtg., G 

8 9 10 11

•  9:30 AM Las Damas Club
                  Officers’ Mtg., G
•  4:00 PM Italian/American
         Club Officers’ Mtg., G

•  9:00 AM Facilities
                 Committee Mtg., G
•  6:00 PM Italian/America
                          Club Bingo, V

•  9:00 AM Greenbelt
                Committee Mtg., G

7
•  1:00 PM Variety Club
                                    Mtg., G

Calendar Coordinator
Valerie Hanich
Recreation Supervisor,
vhanich@pcminternet.com
949/455-4681

Meetings and events

APRIL 2013
RECREATION CENTER HOURS
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

8:00 AM – 10:00 PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

30

•  9:00 AM Vegetable
           Garden Club Mtg., G
•  6:00 PM Military
         Veterans Club Mtg., F

•  7:00 PM ARMDI Club
                                  Mtg., V

•  9:30 AM Heritage Garden
                                     Club, H
•  1:00 PM Movie Matinee, V

•  9:30 AM Pool Renovation
                                    Mtg., G
• 11:00 AM Republican Club
                          Luncheon, V
• 12:00 PM Fishing Club
                                    Mtg., G

•  9:30 AM ARMDI Club
                               Brunch, V

        •  9:00 AM Lawn
                Bowling Club
                   Spring Fling, LBP
•  3:00 PM Social
               Committee Wine
                  & Cheese Mixer, V

• 10:30 AM Courier
                            Stuffing, V

•  9:30 AM Courier
                Committee Mtg., G
• 11:15 AM Las Damas Club
                           Luncheon, V

6

•  5:00 PM Bowling Club
                              Banquet, V

•  7:00 PM Variety Club
                                Show, V

•  1:00 PM Variety
                           Club Mtg., G

5        •  9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
                        Flea Market, V
• 10:00 AM Social
                Committee Mtg., G
• 11:30 AM Lawn Bowling
       Club Officers’ Mtg., LBP
•  1:00 PM Digital
       Photography Club, SBP
•  2:15 PM Master
                           Plan Mtg., G

 

        •  8:00 AM Paddle
      Tennis Tournament, LBP
•  9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
                      Flea Market, V

AprilFools’s
DAy

1
•  8:45 AM Computer
                        Club Mtg., F1
•  9:00 AM Traffic
              Committee Mtg., G
• 12:15 PM Tee Offs Club
                  Officers’ Mtg., G
•  2:00 PM Las Flores Club
                  Officers’ Mtg., G

2

•  1:30 PM Architectural
                Committee Mtg., G

3

• 10:00 AM Library
                 Committee Mtg., F
•  2:00 PM Men’s Golf
                                    Mtg., G

4

•  9:00 AM CdS BoD
                            Workshop, F
•  1:00 PM Women’s
                     Golf Club Mtg., V
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Spring is a time for new: new leaves on trees, new flowers, and here at Casta 
we have new Clubs where one can meet new people and learn new skills.

The Courier staff thanks the good sports who 
participated in our April Fool’s Day photos.

Make a Racket Club: Jesse Hunt, Ed Pratt, Don Stoddard, Dave French and 
Howard Reafsnyder get in some practice.

Happy Huggers: Bonnie and Ray Duffy, Dee Novoa, Chris Potesanos, Bonnie 
Teder, Lisa Haines, and John Coates show off their moves.

Men’s Water Ballet: Mike Balzer, Van Quinn, Don Stoddard, and Tom Sippl 
practice their moves.

Synchronized Toothbrushers: Vivian Litterest, Maris Stevenson, Bobbie La Rue, 
and Joan Peterson demonstrate the finer points of this sport.

Fencing Club: John Adragna, Verna and Don Wilcox, and Paul Hernadi 
practice for a match.

Overeaters Unanimous: Fran and John Adragna, and Selma and Sam Rosen 
show how to participate in this new sport.

Spooners: Annette Donnelly, Donna Hausberg, Jayne Freed, Pam Douglas, 
and Dave Rickett demonstrate the fine art of spooning.

New Clubs At Casta
Article and photos by Liz Rickett
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Continued on page 18

AERoBICS
In last month’s Courier there was 

an article about Club News columns. 
A suggestion was made that clubs 
should write about their history: how 

BABY BooMERS
We had a blast with Greg Topper and 

his band at our party in March. The 
room was packed.

Are you feeling lucky? Come with us 
to Viejas Casino on April 15, Tax Day. 

WoMEN’S PokER

We’re looking for new members to 
play poker on the 1st and 3rd Wednes-
day of each month, at 6:00 PM in the 
Fiesta Room. Buy in is $5.00 and we 
play dealer’s choice games and a lot of 
them are with a wild card. Some of the 
games we might play would be Seven 
Card Stud with deuces wild, Follow the 

Queen, etc. We explain all the games 
as we play them.

It’s a very friendly game. You prob-
ably will not lose a lot of money or 
make a lot, but just have a good night 
out. If interested please call Kathy 
Krauss at 330-3173.

they started, when, etc. The Aerobics 
Club did exactly that last year when we 
celebrated our twentieth anniversary. 
Since we have had so many newcomers 
during this last year, our history bears 
repeating.

The Aerobics Club name is a misno-
mer. It started as a class for aerobics 
but now has changed; the primary 
activity is body sculpting. Body sculpt-
ing is designed to improve strength, 
coordination, agility, energy, and bal-
ance. It can help reduce hypertension, 
ease arthritis, and improve posture. It 
is also considered the best exercise to 
help prevent osteoporosis and build 
bone density.

We have three semesters: two days a 
week in spring and fall, and five days a 
week in summer. We have a wonderful 
instructor with a great deal of experi-
ence working with seniors.

We welcome newcomers and encour-
age anyone interested in joining to 
attend one of our classes and observe. 
Classes are on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, 8:30 to 9:30 AM in the Vista 
Room. The fee last semester for sixteen 
weeks was $65.00. Come and join us.  

Hillie Sprayregen, 586-7760

Cost is $10.00, which includes games 
on the bus and a tip for the bus driver. 
Lunch is on your own, but Viejas is 
giving us a 50% discount on the buf-
fet. Seating is limited, so if the sign-up 
sheet is full, put your name on the wait 
list. Someone may cancel. Meet at Rec 
Ctr 1 at 8:30 AM for check-in. The bus 
will leave promptly at 9:00, and will 
return at approximately 5:30 PM.

We are celebrating Cinco de Mayo 
on Saturday, Quattro de Mayo (May 4). 
The festivities start at 6:00 PM in the 
Vista Room. This year we are having a 
potluck. Sign up to bring your favorite 
Mexican dish. The Club is furnishing 
margaritas and dessert. Sign-up begins 
on April 8 and ends on May 1. Cost 
is $5.00 for members and $8.00 for 
guests.

Any questions, call Valorie Stover at 
939-1300 or Jayne Freed at 837-9099. 
Check out our photo blog at www.cds-
boomers.blogspot.com.

Rock on Boomers
Jayne Freed, 837-9099

BIBLE STuDY
Any resident of Casta del Sol who 

may be interested in participating in the 
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BIBLE STuDY
Continued from page 17

CANINE CoMPANIoNS
Our event for April is a dog walk 

around the Heritage Garden at Rec Ctr 
2. We will meet on Saturday, April 20, 
in the parking lot at Rec Ctr 2 at 1:00 
PM. Afterwards we will host an ice 
cream social till 3:00 PM in the Lawn 
Bowling Pavilion. The walk and social 
gathering is open to the entire com-
munity. Ice cream is free to paid-up 
members. Others pay $1.00. This is a 
great time for non-members to meet 
with us and get acquainted.

Our March potluck was the usual 
success and more are planned during 
the warm weather months.

The Pet Supply Warehouse on Via 
Fabricante hosts vets who give shots 
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon on Sundays 
and every other Wednesday 6:00 to 
7:30 PM. Exams and diagnoses are 
available for a nominal fee. Call the 
Warehouse for more information (951-
1284).

CASTA DEL SoL RADIo
The Casta del Sol Amateur Radio 

Club would like to invite CdS residents 
to join us at our local HAM club. The 
Mission Viejo AREA/RACES and the 
CdS Radio Club participate with city, 
county, state, and federal offices for 
disaster preparedness and offer emer-
gency communications when needed.

The radio room at CdS, which 
has been in existence since 1992, is 
equipped with 2-meter radios for lo-
cal communications and an HF radio 
that has the ability to reach around the 
world. Anyone wishing to participate 
in amateur radio or emergency com-
munications can contact Vern Vihlene 
at 582-0937 or e-mail avernfilm@
hotmail.com.

If you already have an amateur radio 
license, merely join our club to gain 
access to the radio room. If you would 
like to obtain a license, we will be 
pleased to help you. HAM radio is a 
hobby with a purpose, the purpose be-
ing to provide emergency communica-
tions during disasters.

Burt Bradley, 770-7583

CERAMICS
The annual Casta del Sol Flea Market 

is upon us. The event runs from 9:00 
AM to 2:00 PM on Friday, April 5 and 
Saturday, April 6. Anyone who has 
donations to deliver for the flea market 
is asked to bring them to the Ceramics 
Room right away. Remember, no used 
clothing and no electrical appliances. 
Please make sure the items are clean. 
If you can work a few hours at the flea 
market, please sign up on the bulletin 
board in the workroom. We are hoping 
for a good turnout, and as always, that 
someone’s trash will be treasure for 
someone else.

Have you been thinking about a hat 
for our English Tea? The fun affair 
will take place on May 24 and the cost 
is $14.00 per person. A prize will be 
given for the best hat. Jolanda will ca-

Coyote attacks on dogs in Casta del 
Sol were reported in March. One dog 
was bitten seriously before the coyote 
was driven away. Coyote problems 
will increase because there are fewer 
rabbits. They are very intelligent and 
know where dogs and cats are living. 
Be very alert around your home and 
when walking your dog. Coyotes are 
drawn to the urine scent left by dogs.

Gordy Hite, 951-7588

ter the food, and there will be a 50/50 
raffle. This is always one of our favorite 
events.

The workroom has been buzzing 
with the addition of several more 
new members. The cornucopias made 
in the staining class taught by Lucy 
Perez came out great. Thanks, Lucy. 
The reorganization and relabeling of 
the molds is nearing completion by 
our hardworking president, Victoria 
Crayne. Thanks, Victoria. 

If you have not been an active mem-
ber of late, come on down and meet 
some of our new ladies. We would love 
to visit with you.

Diane Harris, 916-1781

CHoRALE
Did you hear about the new outdoor 

theater that is being built on the slope 
next to Rec Ctr 1? That’s right. All of 
the Chorale’s concerts will now be held 
in the Casta Chorale Amphitheater. 
You are cordially invited to attend 
the groundbreaking ceremony that is 
scheduled for 9:30 AM on the first of 
April, 2013. 

The singing group of 568 members 
outgrew the small Vista Room, so it 
was time for a big change. The new 
stage will be huge and feature the latest 
electronic sound and lighting systems. 
Every chair will recline, and there 
will be an elevator that will “deliver” 
each member of the audience to their 
proper row. Of course, valet parking 
will be available during the concerts, 
and servers will provide delectable hors 
d’oeuvres and the finest champagne to 
our guests. More great news: The LA 
Philharmonic will join us for the Cho-
rale’s upcoming June concerts.

Does all of this sound too good to be 
true? April Fools!

Pam Tennant, 916-8846

CoMPuTER
The Casta del Sol Computer Club will 

meet on Friday, April 12 at Rec Ctr 1 
in the Vista Room.

Jerry Hewitt, one of our Casta Com-
puter Club goldmines, will enlighten 
us with information on using the Cloud 
for sharing and storage of our data, 
photos, etc. Questions from the floor 
are invited and coffee, tea, and cookies 
will be served.

Visitors and guests are always wel-
come. Members, you could be the 
winner of the $20 door prize drawing.

Joan Collings, 305-4173

study of the Bible is welcome to join 
in this non-denominational Bible Study 
Club. This is an active group, growing 
in numbers for the past 20 years. Our 
studies are varied, but always Bible 
oriented. We examine and/or question 
the study of the day, but always keep 
the discussion on topic and in the Bible.

The Bible Study Club normally meets 
at Rec Ctr 2 on Tuesday mornings 
from 10:00 for fellowship, and 10:20 
to 11:45 for study. The Bible Study 
is a non-profit, no dues club. No mat-
ter which section of the Bible we are 
looking at, it promises to be a lively 
discussion and most informative. 

During the month of April, the Bible 
Study Club will start a study in the 
books of 1st, 2nd and 3rd John. 1st 
John, the Epistle, is attributed to John 
the Evangelist, traditionally thought 
to be the author of the Gospel of John, 
and the other two Epistles of John. This 
Epistle was likely written in Ephesus 
between the years 95–110 AD.

For further information, please con-
tact Priscilla Brown at 768-5119.

Gary Radman, 206-1523

Full Service 
Property Management and Leasing 

PAS Residential, Inc. 

(949) 355-1508 

Single Family Homes & Condos 
Professional, Affordable, Licensed and Insured 

References Available 

DRE 01913125 
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ITALIAN AMERICAN
Come one. Come all. Thursday, April 

11, is the date for the Italian American 
Club bingo party. All residents of Casta 
del Sol are invited to Rec Ctr 1 Vista 
Room for an evening of fun and friend-
ship. Festivities begin at 6:00 PM. 
Bingo cards are $1.00 each. Sign-ups 
are not necessary, but please do join 
us. We look forward to visiting with 
you as we all compete for the winning 
bingo cards.

On Thursday, May 9 at 6:00 PM we 
will “travel” to South of the Border 
for a Cinco de Mayo celebration. This 
will include a buffet dinner of favorite 
Mexican foods: chicken fajitas, cheese 
enchiladas, rice and beans, garden and 
fruit salads and dessert. Coffee and hot 
tea will be offered. If you would like 
another beverage, feel free to bring a 
bottle or can of your choice. Enter-
tainment will follow dinner. The cost 
for all of this is only $14.00. Sign-up 
begins Friday, April 12, and closes on 
Monday, May 6.

Save the evening of Thursday, June 
13. This is the date of our annual Sand-
wich Party. Check the May edition of 
the Courier for details.

Marilyn Block, 916-5387

LAPIDARY AND
RELATED ARTS

Suppose that on your last hike in the 
hills you found some interesting rocks. 
You put a couple of specimens in your 
pocket, and when you got back home 
your neighbor told you they looked 
like they might be valuable. He thought 
they contained malachite and azurite, 
judging from the green and blue color, 
and that they might even be good 
enough to cut into some nice cabochons 
for making jewelry. 

Any idea what a cabochon is? Think 
you’d like to actually make some jew-
elry? Do you know what malachite or 
azurite is? Did your ears perk up at the 
word valuable?

You’re closer than you think to be-
ing able to answer a resounding yes to 
every one of those questions. Come 
on down to the Lapidary shop on any 
Monday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 
or the Craft Room next to the Gym 
on any Friday from 1:00 to 4:00 PM. 
Smitty is there to introduce you to one 
of the most fascinating hobbies you’ll 
ever encounter. What you see in the 
display cabinet in Rec Ctr 1 is what 
you could be making in the very near 
future.  Come on down and say “Hi.”

Gerry Easton, 243-4591

LAS DAMAS
Wow, spring and summer fashions 

for this year are colorful and fun to 
wear. Thanks to Damon’s and Draper’s 
and Stein Mart, this year we have two 
stores for the price of one. Our annual 
Fashion Show was full of fabulous 
fashions from playwear to evening 
wear. Ensembles were modeled by our 
very own Las Damas members; many 
thanks to each of our models.

At the May luncheon we will be tak-
ing care of business such as electing 
new officers and start collecting our 
annual $10 dues. Remember to bring 
your checkbook if you want to pay your 
dues for next year. We will also have 
forms placed on the tables for anyone 
wanting to join one of our 11 commit-
tees. Las Damas luncheons could not 
happen without our team of devoted 
committee chairpersons. If you are 
interested in a particular committee and 
want to know more information about 
it, just ask any of the ladies currently 
serving on our Governing Body. We 
meet once a month to plan for each 
luncheon and would love to have you 

Continued on page 20

DuPLICATE BRIDGE
We meet every Tuesday and Thurs-

day from 12:30-4:00 PM in the Fiesta 
Room at Rec Ctr 1. People usually ar-
rive a little early to set up the boards. 
You need a partner in order to play. If 
you want to join us, Al Dassoff has a 
list of players without regular partners.

Al Dassoff, 581-1914

HERITAGE GARDEN
At this writing, the Rancho building 

is standing naked, without its paint 
covering. There is a conflict over 
color. Early rancho homes were white-
washed, but the powers that be want it 
to be toga, a kind of yellow beige. I am 
hoping that when you are reading this, 
the building will be finished, with its 
white coat and brown doors and win-
dow frames, to more closely represent 
the early California look. Meanwhile, 
it is providing the long awaited storage 
space.

April is one of the loveliest months 
in the garden, so that is when we have 
our Annual Garden Tour. We had some 
serious freeze damage this winter and 
are eagerly watching for our plants 
to recover. The California Lilacs are 
budding out already, and the California 
Buckeyes are turning green. Each day 
brings surprises. Jean VanDerford and 
her crew are working hard to restore the 
Butterfly Garden to its glory, and we 
have volunteers Mary Dokter, Yvonne 
Dewey, and Susan Marshall starting 
work to replant the African Garden. 

So, join us on Saturday morning, 
April 27, between 9:00 AM and 12:00 
Noon for a walk through the garden, 
followed by refreshments. All free. 
This is your garden. 

Suzanne Popel, 215-5157

CRIBBAGE
Where are the Cribbage players? We 
know you’ve moved into Casta del 
Sol.  Haven’t played in a while?  Come 
down to Rec Ctr 2 Heritage Room on 
Thursday night and watch us play. We 
do not teach the game, but do promise 
to be patient and assist players while 
they get back in the swing of the game.  
Hone your mathematics skills so that 
you can impress your grandchildren. 
We play one-on-one, with three play-
ers, and partners with four players.

The games are on Thursday nights in 
the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2 – 6:30 
to approximately 8:45 PM. Stop by and 
introduce yourself. For more informa-
tion, call Wayne Block at 916-5387.

Joyce Christensen, 472-5673

join our friendly, hard-working Gov-
erning Body. 

Nellie Cisneros, 305-0546

LAS FLoRES
For our March program, Las Flores 

was fortunate to have Kathleen Krais-
inger from the UC Master Gardener 
Program talk to us about Spring Gar-
dens in Full Bloom. She explained 
how to integrate cottage garden flowers 
(her specialty) with tropical and native 
plants to create an exquisite display of 
color and bloom. We were all eager to 
go home and try out her suggestions. In 
addition, we had a delightful plant ar-
rangement sale, created by our talented 
designers. 

We’re now looking forward to our 
April 20 bus trip to the Coronado Flow-
er Show, the largest flower show in 
the nation that is held under tents. The 
exhibits are inside the tents, surround-
ing a central gazebo, which becomes 
the stage for continuous entertainment, 
announcements, and trophy presenta-
tions. It promises to be an exciting day. 
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LAS FLoRES
Continued from page 19

LINE DANCING
Many Casta del Sol residents, both 

long-timers and those recently moved 
to our great community, may be aware 
of the line dance classes which have 
been taught here by Doug Houston for 
the past two years. If not, if you’ve ever 
happened to be walking by the Vista 
Room on a Tuesday evening and heard 
music, here is what’s going on.

Line dance classes are two hours 
long, with the first hour at the beginner 
level, teaching the basic dances and 
helping new dancers learn the steps and 
vocabulary of this form of dancing. The 
second hour continues with instruction 
for both beginner and intermediate 
level dancers.

Class is from 5:30 to 7:30 every Tues-
day evening in the Vista Room at Rec 
Ctr 1. The cost is $5.00 per person for 
the two-hour class.

Line dancing is great exercise and 

MAH joNGG MAVENS
We had the following winners at our 

March 2 tournament: Jean VanDerford 
and Jayne Freed tied for having the 
most regular Mah Jonggs (5 each); 
Linda Clark won the Singles & Pairs 
category; and Pam Douglas won the 
Jokerless category. The next tourna-
ment/ potluck is on Saturday, April 6 
from 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM. Bring a 
potluck dish to share and $3.00 to play 
in the tournament.

Mah Jongg Mavens is a social club. 
We play Mah Jongg using the official 
card of the National Mah Jongg League 
every Saturday from 10:00 AM to 1:00 
PM. We have a potluck/tournament on 
the first Saturday of every month from 
10:00 AM to 1:30 PM. We also play on 
Monday nights from 6:30 to 9:00. All 
of our games take place in the Heritage 
Room at Rec Ctr 2. If you are interested 
in learning Mah Jongg, come check us 
out and see how the game is played. We 
can work out a time for instructions. 

The new cards should be sent out this 
month. If you haven’t already ordered 
one, you can order it on line at www.
nationalmahjonggleague.org.

Jayne Freed, 837-9099

MILITARY VETERANS
Our February meeting was the first 

meeting conducted in the new two-hour 
format (pot-luck and a guest speaker) 

MoNDAY BRIDGE
I took a look back at the history of 

our game and came up with some 
interesting facts I thought you might 
be interested in. One is that Charles 
Goren did not invent the point-count-
system, Milton Work did. But Charlie 
did popularize it, and made some 
amendments along the way. Be that as 
it may, I found an ancient booklet dated 
1957 entitled, 4-3-2-1. So…I guess the 
system’s been around for a long time: 
[Hic] Milton Work, 1864-1934, Ely 
Culbertson, 1891-1955, Charles Henry 
Goren, 1901-1991. A review of the 
point count system might be in order; 
it was for me.

Our club meets each Monday in the 
Fiesta room. Sign-in is from 11:30 AM 

MEXICAN TRAIN
Mexican Train is a domino game 

that is easy to learn. We play every 
Saturday at Rec Ctr 2 in the Heritage 
Room from 6:30 to 9:00 PM.  Please 
come for good company, the fun, and 
the goodies.

If you prefer, we will teach you ahead 
of time. Please call Chris May (581-
1407) or Joanie Kausrud (707-5601) 
if you have any questions.

Chris May, 581-1407

PHoToGRAPHY
The newest Club in Casta del Sol 

had its first meeting on March 1 and 
elected officers, so we’re good to go. 
Officers are: President, Ed Schwartz; 
Vice President, Tom Sippl; Secretary, 
Ron Harris; Treasurer, Evelyn Rude; 
and Officer at Large, Linda Schwartz. 
Dues were set at $10 per year; bring 
your check to the next meeting. 

At the organizational meeting, pro-
spective members filled out question-
naires regarding which cameras they 
owned and what computer programs 
they used for their photos. We took a 
survey of levels of photographic ex-
perience. A good number considered 
themselves beginners; a lesser number 
claimed to be at an intermediate level, 
and a few said they were advanced. 

Our meeting time and place will be 
1:00 PM on the first Friday of each 
month. The first meeting was in the 
Vista Room; the next meeting will be 
in the Shuffleboard room, and in May 
we’ll be back in the Vista room. We’re 
trying to get a permanent meeting place 
for next year. (We won’t meet in July 
and August.)

We invite you to join us for the next 
get-together, Friday, April 5 at 1:00 PM 
in the Shuffleboard room. Anyone who 
wants help with a camera can come 
early—Ed will be there by 12:15 PM. 
Check out the Club web site: http://
www.edwardns.com/castadelsol.html.

Joann Burch, 305-9946

Continued on page 21

PINoCHLE
We play Pinochle in the Heritage 

Room at Rec Ctr 2 every Friday eve-
ning, with play starting promptly at 
6:30. There may be up to 12 players at 
one evening game. Card playing usu-
ally concludes around 9:30. We mostly 
play 3-handed. But we also may play 
partners, with a single deck. 

In February, Vivian Litterst had 
the highest game (3 hands) of 1,170 
points, and Nancy Money and Lettie 
Hardebeck were tied for second place 
with 1,070 points. The High Series (6 
games) score was won by Nancy with 
a total of 4,120 points, and Lettie was 
in second place with 4,110 points. 

For the month (3 weeks), Nancy was 

A further highlight will be our lunch at 
the Harbor House Restaurant. Instead 
of the usual three menu choices, we can 
select from among five entrees. Guests 
are invited to this exciting excursion; 
sign-ups end on April 13. The cost for 
bus transportation, entry fee, and lunch 
is $78 for members and $80 for guests.

If you like flowers, and who doesn’t, 
we invite you to drop by for one of 
our meetings on the third Wednesday 
of each month at 9:30 AM for refresh-
ments, 10:00 for the program. A closing 
thought: “In every gardener there is a 
child who believes in The Seed Fairy.” 
–Robert Braut

Joann Burch, 305-9946

good for the memory, and no partner is 
necessary. Come and join in the fun and 
make new friends as well. Any ques-
tions, please call Shirley Cairns, 583-
1008, or Joanie Woodard, 855-4941.

Joanie Woodard, 855-4941

to emphasize socialization.

The second hour featured Sol 
Schwartz, a WWII veteran who sur-
vived the Bataan Death March, was 
interned as a POW for three and one-
half years, and performed slave labor 
in their coal mines. Sol believes he 
survived the atomic bomb attack on 
Nagasaki (17 miles away) because he 
was 5,000 feet underground at the time 
of the attack. Sol is the recipient of the 
Bronze Star award for combat and the 
Prisoner of War Medal. Sol will be 95 
in two months and he is surprisingly 
fit with a very positive outlook on life.

Our March speaker was Wes Bickel. 
Wes was an Army platoon commander 
in Viet Nam where he earned a Silver 
Star, two Bronze Stars, as well as sev-
eral other awards (more regarding Wes 
next month.)

Our April speaker will be Howard 
Bender, a Pearl Harbor survivor who 
left the Navy as a Warrant Officer after 
16 years of service.

Veterans and spouses - meetings are 
6:00 to 8:00 PM on the fourth Monday 
of each month.

Boyd Steele, 831-8870

to 12:00 Noon. Play begins promptly 
at 12:00 Noon.

May our cards be friendly and our 
minds sharp.

Jack Kirkeby, 855-6786
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VARIETY
The Variety Club is now at full speed 

moving toward their April show loaded 
with laughs, and it will be Cabaret style 

VEGETABLE GARDEN
Welcome new gardeners Ginny 

and Paul Schweigler and Donald and 
Gamelia Robbins. Improvements 
to the garden are moving steadily 
forward with the planning of a new 
pedestrian gate at the garden entrance. 
Spring is just around the corner and 
the general appearance of the garden 
continues to improve. If you garden, 
please till or remove your tall grass, 
unwanted weeds or flowers before 
they spread their seeds to neighboring 
gardens.

The month of March saw the deliv-
ery of mulch by Waste Management 
and the garden clean-up day. Thanks 
to everyone who helped and partici-
pated in our garden on both days. If 
you are new to Casta del Sol, join the 
Vegetable Garden Club, meet new 
friends and enjoy the fruits of your la-

WooDCARVERS
Woodcarvers meet on Mondays and 

Thursdays from 12:30 to 2:30 PM in 
the Arts and Crafts Room at Rec Ctr 1, 
next door the Fitness Center. We have 
a half- dozen dedicated woodcarvers 
who relax and work on carving projects 
while swapping stories about the latest 
news stories, the activities in Casta del 
Sol, most recent jokes, and general 
discussions and opinions. 

If you are interested in trying your 
hand at one of the world’s oldest hob-
bies, attend one of our meetings. There 
is some free wood and some carving 
tools along with some free advice 
from the carvers who attend regularly. 
Almost anyone who likes to work with 
their hands and has a little imagination 
can complete a small carving.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

TEXAS HoLD’EM
Significant Hands: Feb 6: Larry Kraus 

– four 7s, Jack Kirekby – four 10s, Pete 
Maniaci – four 5s; Feb 13: Larry Kuta 
– four Kings, Bob Mentz – Straight 
Flush to the Queen; Feb 20: Hossein 
Moghaddam. – four 9s. Wow.  

For most evenings, the winning hands 
are mainly two pairs, straights, flushes, 
& full houses, with a spattering of single 
pairs.  

Poker Etiquette Tip: If you folded, 
and your cards would have made a 
great hand on the flop, don’t reel back 
in your chair or bang your hand on the 
table, or let your jaw hang open. Don’t 
let everyone know that you would have 
hit that flop. In fact, don’t react to the 
cards on the board at all. It can poten-
tially ruin a pot by giving some players 
an advantage. 

We play each Wednesday evening in 
the Fiesta Room, starting at 6:00.  We 
usually play on one table, which can 
seat 10-11 players; for 12 or more play-
ers we’ll use two tables. Early arrival is 
recommended as the chairs fill up fast.  

For more information, please contact 
Jack at 855-6786 or Larry at 951-3026.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

SCRABBLE
We celebrated three March birthdays 

last month. Estelle Smith, Pat Gaede, 
and Pat Salverson each received bal-
loons, flowers and a card. Toni Gilder 
made a carrot cake for everyone to 
enjoy. It was Estelle’s 95th birthday, 
and we all remembered her 94th birth-
day celebration last year. She thought 
it would be her last birthday, so she 
invited everyone to her home for a 

PINoCHLE
Continued from page 20

REPuBLICAN
He’s back by popular demand. Sign 

up now and reserve your space as Mi-
chael Reagan returns to Casta del Sol 
to share his thoughts and interact with 
the audience.

Reagan, son of President Ronald 
Reagan, and bestselling author and 
political analyst, will be at Casta del 
Sol Friday, April 26 from 11:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM. Cost - $16.00 per person, 
which includes your lunch.

For those of you who missed ob-
taining Reagan’s new book last year, 
The New Reagan Revolution, it will 
be available for $20.00 cash or check 
before and after the speech. Bring your 
camera and get your picture taken with 
Mr. Reagan as he autographs your 
book.

The following were elected to the 
Republican Club Board at the February 
17 general meeting: President – Linda 
Barnes, 1st VP – Mike Magazin, 2nd 
VP – Martha Lothers, Secretary – Flo-
rian Jeffers, Treasurer – Wendy Allaire.

Three classes remain in the series 
on Major Government Policies and 
Programs being taught by Dr. Michael 
Ferrall, PhD, of Mission Viejo. You can 
still sign up and attend these classes, 
as each session is independent of the 
other. Classes will be held on the fol-
lowing Saturdays: April 6, April 13, 
and April 27 from 1:00 to 3:00 PM in 
the Garden Room. 

Linda Barnes, 533-3277

bor. Come to Rec Ctr 1 to sign up for a 
garden lot. Alice Almand, Real Restate 
Director, will call you when there are 
available lots. The Vegetable Garden 
Club meets the fourth Monday of the 
month in the Garden room at Rec Ctr 
1.  Come on by and share your thoughts 
or concerns with us.

I leave you with a thought: I love 
spring anywhere, but if I could choose 
I would always greet it in a garden!

Randy Gish, 305-2718

in first place with 9,270 points and 
Frank Pollitt was second with 9,210 
points. There were only 4 Double 
Pinochle claimed for the month.  Con-
gratulations to our winners.  

Everyone interested in the game of 
Pinochle is invited to come and join us 
for a fun evening. For more informa-
tion, please call Wayne at 916-5387 or 
Cliff at 768-6975.

P. Nuckle , 916-5387

wonderful party, hosted by her daugh-
ters. But a year later Estelle is still going 
strong, and we all enjoyed helping her 
celebrate her 95th.

Scrabble Lesson: Last month we 
talked about attaching letters we have 
drawn to letters on the board. A good 
way to make a Bingo (using all 7 of our 
letters on one turn) is to attach them 
to an “s” or an “e.” Take the words 
barbecue (to cook over hot coals or an 
open fire) or barbeque (grill). Find an e 
on the board with 7 spaces in front of or 
above, attach the 7 tiles, and you have a 
bingo—worth 50 bonus points. With the 
q, worth 10 points by itself, landing on 
a double or triple letter space, or better 
yet with any letter in the word landing 
on a double or triple word space, the 
points really add up. 

Drop by Rec Ctr 2 any Monday or 
Tuesday from 2:30 to 4:30 PM and join 
us for a fun afternoon. We also play on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 in the Library 
at Rec Ctr 1. Hope to see you one of 
these days.

Joann Burch, 305-9946 

as in the past. At issue now, however, 
is rehearsal, rehearsal, rehearsal. This 
is held every Sunday starting at 1:00 
PM in the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 
1. If you are curious about what is 
required to produce a show such as 
this, stop by as an observer and take a 
look. You may be interested in helping 
in front of or behind the curtain. There 
is always room for more. The show 
opens the evening of Friday, April 19 
and runs through April 20 and 21. 

If you want to know more, contact 
any of the Directors: Melanie Delgado 
at 292-2070, Gene Weaver at 305-
1707, or Club President Sara Hen-
ninger at 340-7726. And remember, 
as Sara says, “There is a lot more than 
acting to put on a show!”

Gene Weaver, 305-1707
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AWAY GoLF
If you haven’t already signed up for 

the April 9 tournament there is still 
time. Final date to sign up is April 2 so 
hurry down to Rec Ctr 1. Don’t miss 
out on the fun. We are golfing at the 
beautiful Welks Resort Golf Course 
and dinner is at Claim Jumper in Mis-
sion Viejo. Golf-only fee is $36.00, 
which includes cart and prize money. 
Dinner is $24.00, including tax and 
gratuity; guests are always welcome. 

We are in the process of planning 
our next tournament to be held on 
Tuesday, June 25. We are in negotia-
tions with a golf course that has never 
before been offered or affordable to our 
Away Golf Club. The details are not 
finalized at the time of this printing. 
Our Courier article in the May issue 
will provide complete details giving 
everyone plenty of time to sign up for 
this exciting event. Reserve the date on 
your calendar now; you don’t want to 
miss out on this one.

Tournaments are also scheduled for 
August and October; details will be 
provided in subsequent Away Golf 
articles. 

Golf is a game in which you yell 
“fore,” shoot six, and write down five.

Joyce Parlin, 588-0337

BoCCE BALL
If you want to have lots of fun and 

laughs, we would love for you to join 
us on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
afternoons from 2:00 to 3:00 on the 
Bocce Ball Courts (located behind the 
Shuffleboard Building.) The game is 
easy to learn, and you will be a pro in 
no time.

Our next regular meeting will be held 
on Monday, May 6 at 7:00 PM in the 
Fiesta Room. Following a short busi-
ness meeting, members will enjoy a 
night of cards.

On Monday, April 1, we will have 
our Annual Pizza-Bingo Party in the 
Vista Room. We are looking forward 
to a great turnout, and a very enjoyable 
night. Be sure and bring lots of money 
for our bingo games and raffle.

Carol Zinsmeister, 305-9890

BoWLING
Casta del Sol Bowling Banquet will 

be held Saturday, April 27 at 5:30 PM 
at Rec Ctr 1 in the Vista Room. Appe-
tizers and wine will be served at 5:30 
with dinner following at 6:00. Mem-
bers pay $22.50 per person. Guests 
are welcome.

Catering by Yolanda includes your 
choice of Brisket of Beef or Salmon 
with Tarragon sauce, garden salad, 
roasted vegetables and potatoes. Yum-
my dessert includes Yolanda’s tasty 
chocolate mouse.

Anne Sanregret, 348-2773

CHIPPERS
Our Spring Tournament is just 

around the corner, so come join us on 
Saturday, May 4 at 9:30 AM at the Rec 
Ctr 2 Chipping Green. Golfers of all 
skills are welcome to participate in a 
really fun event. We chip five balls at 
18 varied targets, and cash prizes are 
awarded to the top three women and 
the top three men. Also, a $1 raffle is 
conducted for various golf prizes.

Sign-ups begin at Rec Ctr 1 on April 
8.  The entry fee is $2.00, and unpaid 
annual dues are $5.00. Make your 
check payable to Casta del Sol Chip-
pers. If you can’t make the tournament, 
we’d appreciate receiving your 2013 
dues - just leave your check with the 
Rec Ctr 1 staff.

Our golf practice cage is attracting 
a lot of attention. It’s open not only to 
all Chippers Club members, but also to 
all Casta residents and their guests age 
18 or older. Remember though - guests 
must be accompanied by the Casta 
resident. And we’re happy to report 
that Casta’s Maintenance Supervisor, 
Chris Pedersen, has installed side barri-
ers as a safety precaution against errant 
golf balls.

We’d love to see you at the Spring 
Tournament, whether you’re a golfer 
or not. We’ll have refreshments and 
good company and a great time for all.

Les Sonntag, 472-3540

FISHING
Here we are already-April. Time flies 

when you are having fun. Our Trout 
Derby on February 25 was a slow one. 
A few fish were caught. The winners 
were as follows: Biggest fish: 2.6 lbs 
Rainbow - Nick Morenc; Smallest 
fish: 1.6 lbs Rainbow - Pam Douglas. 
Congratulations.

The next Derby was on March 8. 
The forecast for weather was not very 
encouraging, but some of us gave it 
a try. We have two more Derbies in 
March, 22 and 29. We’ll let you know 
those results.

Remember when you fish Lake 
Mission Viejo, follow the rules. Nick 
Morenc has sent you those rules.

Ocean Fishing with our friends at 
Laguna Woods is out of Dana Point 
on the first and third Mondays of each 
month, except when Monday is a Holi-
day; then it is on Wednesday of that 
week. If interested, call John Waters 
(951-7720).

Let’s get out there and fish Lake Mis-
sion Viejo. There are a lot of Rainbow 
Trout in there ready to be caught. You 
can rent a boat or fish from shore any 
day. Go get them and have a great time 
fishing.

We are always looking for new mem-
bers. If you have a candidate, contact 
John Waters, Nick Morenc or me.

Jim Mathis, 916-0678

LAWN BoWLING
Not to be outdone by the NCAA 

basketball championships, the Lawn 
Bowling Club held our own version of 
March Madness. The madness is still 
raging at this writing and the results 
will be reported in next month’s Cou-
rier article.

Continued on page 23

DoWN HILL RoLLING
The newly formed Casta del Sol 

Down Hill Rolling Club fielded its first 
competitive team, the Rolling Rascals, 
last Saturday. 

The Rascals rolled against the Inner 
City Bouncers at the new Down Hill 
Rolling Stadium in Anaheim. The 
stadium holds 50,000 spectators and, 
although the hills are Astroturf, rocks, 
mud puddles and doggie doo are real.

The Bouncers are a tough bunch. Be-
ing from the city, they practice rolling 
down busy streets and the sides of tall 
buildings. They skunked our Rolling 
Rascals, 112 – 0. The only casualty was 
Barney Oldfellow, who got banged up 

a bit when he missed a curve and rolled 
into the crowd. 

If you remember a childhood joy of 
rolling down grassy hills, you should 
consider joining the Downhill Rolling 
Club. We meet each Saturday morning, 
7:00 AM at the golf course. 

Our club provides free lessons for 
beginners and advanced classes, in-
cluding swerve and dodge, bounce and 
spin, and backward flip rolls. 

A second men’s team, the Bouncing 
Bobcats and a ladies team, the Turbo 
Tootsies, are now being formed. Future 
plans include cheerleaders. APRIL 
FOOL

By Kent Lihme
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DNA PRoVES BANANAS A 
TYPE oF FISH

For many years, botanists have dis-
agreed as to whether bananas are a fruit 
or a vegetable. Now, Professor Phineas 
P. Piffle, Fishologist with the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game has DNA proof 
that bananas are a type of fish. 

By DNA testing, Professor Piffle has 
discovered that bananas are distantly 
related, by marriage, to the pineapple 
fish. Both these fish inhabit the islands 
of Hawaii, are yellow, go around in 
bunches and live in trees. And, like 
the pineapple fish, banana fish are not 
known to attack people in shallow 
water.     APRIL FOOL

By Kent Lihme

All Casta residents were invited to 
join us any or every Monday in March 
to learn the basics of Lawn Bowling 
and experience a real game during our 
1:00 to 3:00 PM Open Bowling time. 
Every Friday in March provided Pairs 
competition for our members with 
closely contested matches. 

Our St. Patrick’s Day Tournament 
and Party on March 16 is our first major 
club tournament of the year. The fol-
lowing weekend, Sunday, March 24, 
Casta del Sol LBC will be hosting the 
first annual SW Division Ladies’ Vet/
Novice Triples event at our green. The 
competition begins at 9:00 AM and will 
continue until early afternoon. Come 
on down to the green and enjoy some 
great bowling.

Congratulations to our own Ron 
Rollick whose team took 1st Place in 
the SW Division Men’s Vet/Novice 
Triples at Santa Anita on March 2 by 
winning all three matches with +27 of 
a maximum 30 points. The team had 
an 8-point end, qualifying them for a 
Super Shot award.

Mary Thompson, 916-8076

LAWN BoWLING
Continued from page 22

MEN’S GoLF CLuB
I was out at the course for the last 

Wednesday round of golf in March 
and saw a lot of guys searching under 
bushes, in the ruff and in the creeks. 
At first I thought they were having a 
pre-Easter Egg hunt, but Tom Clark 
and Randy Smith explained that some 
players had been hitting errant shots 
and were just looking for their golf 
balls. Plus a couple of golfers were just 
looking for any lost balls to supplement 
their dwindling supply. 

Next I ran into Bill Riethmeier, who 
told me all about the April Spring Golf 
Tournament. It will be held on Wednes-
day, April 10. That evening, the Club 
will host an Italian Buffet Dinner ca-
tered by Jolanda in the Vista room. The 
menu will include Italian Sausage with 
Peppers, Veal Parmesan and Pasta. Ap-
petizers, a salad and dessert will also 
be included along with beer, wine, soft 
drinks and coffee. The Social Hour will 
start at 5:00 PM with dinner scheduled 
at 6:00 PM, followed by tournament 
awards. Bill told me the cost is a very 
reasonable $22.00 for all Men’s Club 
members or guests. Sign-ups close on 
April 3, so hurry down to the Rec Ctr 
1 desk to get on the list.

Finally, I saw Ed Martinez, the 
Wednesday Games Chairman, sitting 

PADDLE TENNIS
Our tournament director and her as-

sistants, Mary Thompson and Kathy 
Leuring respectively, have been very 
busy with activities for the Paddle 
Tennis players. The March Madness 
tournament included many players in 
the competition. It was a very hot day 
but fun was had by all, even the new 
players who got a chance to play. Kathy 
Wu, social director, was busy with her 
treats of no-calorie donut holes for the 
crowd. We must keep up the energy 
for our folks.

Winners in the tournament were NIT 
Mixed: first place-Ed Tutton and Joann 
Reinhold, NCAA Mixed: first place-Ed 
Murphy and Joanne Hedgepeth, and 
NCAA Men: first place-Randy Reed 
and Doug McClintock. Congratula-
tions to all winners.  We love to have 
spectators at our events. Check out our 
column of the Courier each month to 
see what’s coming up. Competitions 
are usually held on Saturday mornings.  
On Saturday, April 6, we are having a 
Ladies’ Member/Guest Tournament. 
Come on down.

Paddle Tennis open court play is on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday at 9:00 AM. We welcome 
all Casta residents. The club has extra 
paddles for those of you who would 
like to learn to play. The club offers 
free lessons and player development 
skills training on Mondays at 4:00 PM. 
If you are interested in learning how to 
play Paddle Tennis, call Mary Thomp-
son at 916-8076 for more information.

If you would like to play on the 
courts, put your name on the schedule 
in the bulletin board with open spots for 
one hour. After playing, please erase 
your name.

This is a great way to get to know 
other players and get your exercise. 

Betty Brouwer, 829-6666

SHuFFLEBoARD
We should all be really enjoying our 

new carpet and beautifully decorated 
Pavilion. It is important that we are 

careful in using the facilities and main-
taining all of the improvements.

If you haven’t seen the results, come 
visit us soon. Thanks again to all who 
have participated in this—a lot of 
behind the scenes work was accom-
plished.

Our Tuesday morning traveling team, 
Cardinals, is still in first place with 
teams from Laguna Woods and Lake 
Forest.

Pot of Gold, Wednesday night’s 
group, seems to have two winners 
jumping out at this writing. I wonder 
who they are.

Thursday morning’s four team groups 
are pretty much even at this stage.

Winners for the February Super Sun-
day were: 1st place-Bobbie LaRue and 
Dave Moog, 2nd place-Pat Ontiveros 
and Mike Geronimo, and 3rd place-
Diane Hughes and Cliff Pesonen.

Friday instruction and practice is 
open to all. Please join us at 10:30 AM. 
Everyone is welcome.

Mary Lou Oster, 855-3890

TENNIS
With the awesome array of recre-

ational opportunities here in Casta, why 
would anyone choose tennis? Besides 
the obvious answers involving physi-
cal exercise and fitness, here’s one you 
might not have considered, that was put 
forth in an article written for USTA 
by Dr. Jack Groppel, Ph.D.: “Tennis 
players scored higher in vigor, opti-
mism and self-esteem while scoring 
lower in depression, anger, confusion, 
anxiety and tension than other athletes 
or non-athletes.” These were findings 
by Dr. Joan Finn and colleagues in a 
study done at Southern Connecticut 
State University.

TEE oFFS
We’re off to a great start to the new 

year with three new members. As a 
small group, we are always looking for 
new members. We welcome all levels 
of players including those new to the 
game and those who have not played 
for awhile. 

We play at 7:30 AM on Mondays, 
April thru October and in the winter at 
8:00 AM. We meet on the first Monday 
of each month in the Garden Room at 
1:00 PM. 

Our first social party is July 13 for 
all our members. For more information 
please call Bette May at 916-2265.

Bette May, 916-2265

The validity of this research was evi-
dent at the first Sunday Social Tennis 
event sponsored by the Tennis Club 
on March 10. Laughter responses out-
numbered moans and groans 3 to 1 as 
new and old tennis players came out 
for a day of Open Tennis. Everyone got 
plenty of playing time and no serious 
injuries were reported.

The Tennis Club will add this new 
Open Tennis time (2:30 to 4:00) ev-
ery Sunday afternoon to the already 
existing schedule of Open Tennis on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights (7:00 to 
8:30). C’mon down.

It was a full house for the club’s an-
nual Famous Potato Party held in the 
Vista Room on March 23. Thanks to 
Kathy Luehring and Nancy Tirrell for 
putting it all together, and to the many 
members who created the decorations, 
cooked, served and cleaned up.

And the winners of the Sweetheart 
Tournament held in February? Wom-
en’s Flight 1: Joanne Hedgepath-1st, 
Hedy Kane-2nd. Men’s Flight 1: 
Ernie Machad-1st, Joe Walton-2nd. 
Women’s Flight 2: Bonnie Duffy-
1st, Carol Martinez/Dee Novoa-2nd. 
Men’s Flight 2: Leo Martinez-1st, Don 
Morgan-2nd.

Can’t make Wimbledon this year? 
Not to worry. Casta Tennis Club is 
putting on their annual Exhibition 
Match on May 11 featuring four of our 
top players. Wonderful margaritas are 
served to viewers, followed by a Mexi-
can Fiesta dinner at the Pavilion. De-
tails will be in the next Courier issue.

Bonnie Teder, 458-7042

with his calculator at a table out on 
the golf course’s patio. He said he was 
working on the seemingly never ending 
battle of trying to figure out some bad 
math on a few scorecards turned in that 
day. Ed put down his calculator long 
enough to tell me he was still working 
on the Spring Tournament format, but 
he will be coming up with yet another 
fun event for all.

Bill Burfeind, 305-4260
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WHAT’S CookING
AT CASTA

Peggy Stalter

Want help in the 
kitchen? Peggy 
s h a r e s  o n e  o r 
two recipes each 
month. 

ALIVE & kICkING
Then It Is Winter

Sandy Grossman

Sandy Grossman, MSW, 
LCSW, offers encour-
agement and insight to 
seniors.

Condensed from an anonymous article

Time moves quickly and suddenly 
you become aware of the passing 
years. It seems like yesterday that I was 
young, just married and embarking on 
my new life with my mate. Yet it seems 
like eons ago. Even though I lived 
them, I wonder where all the years 
went. There are glimpses of my hopes 
and dreams back then. The fact that I 
am in the winter of my life catches me 
by surprise. How did I get here so fast? 
Where did my youth and the years go? 
When I would see older people, I could 
not fathom or fully imagine what it 
would be like.

Here it is. My friends are retired. I see 
their white hair. They move slower and 
are in better or worse shape than me. I 
see the great change. They are not like 
the ones I remember who were young 
and vibrant…but like me, their age is 

showing and we are now those older 
folks that we used to see and never 
thought we’d be.

Taking a walk, let alone a shower has 
become a daily target. A nap is not a 
treat but mandatory if I want to avoid 
falling asleep where I sit. Yes, I have 
slowly but steadily been entering this 
new season of my life, unprepared for 
the aches, pains, deteriorated strength 
and inability to do the things I wish I 
had done and grateful for the things I 
have done. The winter of my life has 
come. I don’t know how long it will 
last. I will do the best I can each day. 
After all, it’s all in a lifetime.

If you are not in your winter, re-
member it will be here faster than you 
think. Do what you can today because 
none of us knows if this is our winter 
or not. You have no promise that you 
will see all the seasons of your life. Tell 
your loved ones what you want them 
to remember. Life is a gift to you and 
how you live it is your gift to those who 
come after. 

Make it a fantastic one!

This is a great dish to serve when you 
have a few friends in or when you are 
planning a party or get together. Give 
it a try. Bill McComas shared it with 
us shortly after I started writing the 
cooking column for the Currier. We 
have enjoyed it after a day out explor-
ing the world.

Elephant Soup
An April Fool’s Recipe Only

One medium Elephant (African is the 
best) 

500 gal hot water

2 baskets of onions, chopped

2 bushels potatoes, peeled and chopped

5 shovels salt

3 shovels pepper 

5 1/2 cases Worcestershire

5 qt. peanut oil (optional)

10 bottles rum (or more if cooking time 
is extended)

Coke to taste

Mix 1 1/2 oz. of Rum with Coke: 
drink. Wash and dry elephant (don’t 
use soap as it will spoil the flavor). 
Chop into bite size chunks. Pour hot 
water into back of 1/2 ton size truck 
(or rented U-Haul). Have another rum 
and coke, and add elephant, spuds and 
other ingredients. Allow to simmer. 
Meanwhile, finish first bottle of rum. 
Stir mixture using canoe paddle or 
small outboard motor. Allow to sim-
mer until vegetables are tender and 
meat falls apart. When guests arrive, 
start them off with remaining rum. This 
recipe will serve 380 people. If more 
are expected, two chopped weasels 
may be added. Do this only if neces-
sary, as most people do not like to find 
hair in their soup. (The peanut oil won’t 
really add to the soup, but it is the way 
the elephant would want it.)

Have fun and enjoy your April Fools 
Day at Casta del Sol. I always look 
forward to receiving your recipes, and 
love to share them with everyone here 
in Casta. Please send them to me at 
basket_bouquets@ yahoo.com.

DAY TRIPPING
The Journey

Liz Rickett

Need a break? No time 
to spare for a vacation? 
Then, it is time to con-
sider a day trip. Let Liz 
guide you to attractions 
close to home.

Do you yearn to go boldly where 
no man has gone before? Are you an 
adventurer? Are you ready to leave 
the humdrum mundane behind? Un-
derneath your mild mannered exterior, 
do thoughts of capes and phone booths 
linger? If you answered yes to one or 
more of these questions, you are ripe 
for a journey.

Before embarking on the journey, 
you must make preparations. You will 
need water, a warm jacket, and a com-
pass. A spade or trowel is also useful as 
is a good length of sturdy rope. Tell no 
one where or when you are leaving, but 
make sure to carry your identification 
with you, just in case.

Your journey begins as the sun rises. 
Follow the last star you see in the sky 
until it points due West. You can fol-
low it on foot but, to be best prepared, 
using a vehicle is advised.

When you find the point on land 

indicated by the beam of the star, stop 
and turn right. You will find a clump of 
grass, slightly burned at the edges, with 
four dandelions in the middle. This is 
the porthole.

Depending on the previous day’s 
weather conditions, you can access the 
porthole in one of two methods: a) tug 
gently on the tallest dandelion in the 
middle, or b) dig carefully around it.

Congratulations. You have gained 
entrance to the porthole. This will be 
confirmed when you see a silver light 
at the bottom or when you hear harp 
music playing.

Now comes the hard part; you must fit 
into the porthole. Luckily you brought 
your water. Drink half the bottle and 
pour the rest around the edges of the 
porthole. Begin digging.

By the time the clock in the porthole 
chimes eight times you must be ready 
to descend.

Take the rope; tie it to a nearby 
bush. If there is no bush, a tree will 
do. If there is no tree, God bless you. 
Now carefully lower yourself into the 
porthole.

You have done it! You have begun 
Phase Two of the journey. This phase 
will be brought to you in our next 
APRIL FOOLS Courier.

DINING ouT WITH 
RuSS AND juNE 

Russ and 
June report 
on a new 
dining 
experience 
each month.

Russ & June Atkinson

Just a Bit Different

We had dined American, Italian, Irish, 
Mexican, Chinese, Indian and Thai and 
we were ready for something really 
different. Surfing the Net revealed a 
Zimbabwe restaurant located in Santa 
Ana. It was appropriately named The 
Big Z but the only reference to a menu 
was a note that read…featuring dishes 
which are served in Zimbabwe.

With a reservation made, we plugged 
the address into the GPS and took off. 
The building at which we arrived was a 
grass shack with a gigantic illuminated 
sign announcing it was The Big Z. The 
receptionist (and as it turned out the 
servers, too) was garbed in colorful 
native dress and led us to our eating 
location. The large room had a dirt floor 
covered with straw. Tables and chairs 
did not match and had probably been 
purchased from Goodwill.

The menus were all hand written 
with the native names for the items 
and translated into English. They were 
signed by Chef Nkwame Lumumba. 
Since only wine and beer were served, 
we opted for glasses of what was de-
scribed as Chardonnay from Zimbabwe 
vineyards. Organic - fertilized by pure 
elephant dung. For appetizers, it was 
difficult to choose between the sau-
téed hyena brains and the pickled boa 
constrictor. The entrée list was more 
difficult. The baked lion tails served 
with chopped palm fronds did not look 
appealing and neither did the braised 
monkey legs. But we had to eat, so 
we finally decided on the giraffe neck 
stew. It was surprisingly tasty thanks 
to the gravy, which was composed of 
a reduction of bat wings flavored with 
brandy from Zimbabwe. Dessert was 
simple, consisting of merely one item, 
zebra milk custard. Major credit cards 
are accepted, provided you show a 
valid passport.

Driving directions: We have chosen 
to eliminate these since we cannot 
recommend The Big Z for everyone. 
It’s for culinary adventurers only.    
APRIL FOOL
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Newly Remodeled Freedom Village Assisted Living

Our heart-centered caring staff and 
excellent food are our specialities.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Ask about our “Short Stay Respite Program” perfect to provide relief to the
primary caregiver. Call now to arrange a tour of our newly remodeled

Assisted Living Center… you will receive a special gift.

(949) 472-4733

Enjoy new friends, activities 
and outings to stimulate your life!

Continuing Care Retirement Community 23442 El Toro Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • www.freedomvillage.org

Our newly remodeled community spaces 
include a beautiful library/game room 
with fireplace, outdoor courtyard, family 
room, dining room and sun deck patio 
with views of Saddleback Mountain.

Lic. #300606831 COA 143

Follow us on:

MuRRAY CENTER

Mary Lou Oster

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

April — Events

Ladies, please remember your dona-
tions to Second Time Around. Your old 
jewelry or accessories can be dropped 
off at the Murray Center anytime dur-
ing the next two months. This is a very 
worthy cause - the American Cancer 
Society.

Each Tuesday in April from 9:00 to 
11:00 AM, you will have the opportu-
nity to learn of the many programs of-
fered by the Braille Institute including 
new devices, services, and technology.

And each Thursday in April at 10:00 
AM, you can learn how to take care of 
your financial well-being, including 
wills and trusts, gift options, or how not 
to outlive your resources. Both of the 
above are free but require reservations.

Every Friday in April at 12:30 PM, 
you can learn to love your computer. 
Don Newton will help you with com-
puter basics and introduce you to the 

Internet: $15 per class, registration 
required.

What is a licensed physical therapist 
and who needs one, what do they do, 
how long does it take, who pays, how 
do I know I need one? Dr. Mark We-
gener will answer these questions on 
Tuesday, April 9 at 9:00 AM.

Having problems with oral medica-
tions? On Thursday, April 11 at 1:00 
PM, UC Irvine pharmacist Bradley 
Williams will discuss aging sensitivity 
to medication ingredients, drug inter-
actions of multiple meds, and how to 
decrease health/safety risks with the 
medications we need to take.

An exercise program from the Ar-
thritis Foundation can help reduce pain 
and improve overall health. Classes 
are for one hour three times per week 
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday) for six 
weeks, beginning Monday, April 15 
at 9:00 AM.

On Tuesday, April 16, from 9:00 to 
11:00 AM, the Roxanna Todd Stroke 
Foundation will give you the opportu-
nity to learn the risk factors, warning 
signs, and prevention of strokes. All 
attending will receive a free Carotid 
Artery screening with results to share 
with your doctor.

Continued on page 26

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writ-
er’s humorous spin 
on the ups and 
downs of life.

SMALL TALk
An Elaborate Joke

Years ago, my husband and I were 
part of a group of four couples who got 
together several times a year to do fun 
trips. The guys all worked together for 
a large company, and the couples were 
spread out across the United States. 
Two of us were from California, one 
was from New Hampshire and the other 
from New Jersey.

On one trip we met in Las Vegas, 
where we had a ball. After seeing a 
show, we went to a nice restaurant. 
Too many drinks later, things got a 
little crazy during dinner with pictures 
taken to bear witness. One of the fun-
niest pictures was of the New Jersey 
guy with a napkin on top of his head 
and a steak knife clenched between his 
teeth. Following is the story of how this 
picture became part of an elaborate and 
hilarious joke.

The four couples were planning to 

meet in San Diego to take the one-
day cruise down to Ensenada. Unbe-
knownst to our New Jersey friends, 
the fun-loving Californians came up 
with the idea of having tee shirts made 
for everyone in the group with the 
incriminating picture on them, includ-
ing the heading, Our Leader. With the 
tee shirts made, our evil plan moved 
forward.

We all stayed at a hotel in San Diego 
and agreed to meet in the bar. Dressed 
in our tee shirts, we got there ten min-
utes before our victim and his wife. 
You can imagine their shock when 
they walked in and saw us. We then 
presented them with their shirts. It was 
a riot. Because we were horribly incor-
rigible, however, that’s still not the end 
of the story.

Knowing that the couple was go-
ing to Texas in the near future to visit 
their daughter and son-in-law, we had 
two more shirts made, which we sent 
to their daughter. So, as the crown-
ing touch to our plan, they rang their 
daughter’s doorbell to find her and her 
husband wearing the tee shirts. They 
couldn’t believe their eyes.

I guess you could say that those tee 
shirts were the gift that just wouldn’t 
stop giving.
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IN MEMORIAM
Lis Marie Behnke

MuRRAY CENTER
Continued from page 25

Interested in learning about long term 
care insurance? On Tuesday, April 16 
at 10:00 AM, HICAP will inform you 
of the realities and myths concerning 

CITY HIGHLIGHTS

Joyce Saltzgiver

The Casta del Sol Board 
liaison to the City goes to 
City Council meetings so 
you don’t have to.

For those of you who are concerned 
about the new bright lights from the 
city Tennis Center - good news. In mid-
April, the manufacturer of the lights 
will be in Mission Viejo to correct the 
problem.

At the March 4 City Council meeting, 
sixteen-year-old Madison Savlov was 
honored by receiving the Community 
of Character Award, a beautiful statue 
topped with a star. For the past two 
years, Madison has asked her family 
and friends to give her money for her 
birthday instead of gifts so she can do-
nate the money to her favorite charity, 
Wheelchair Tennis. Madison is a teen 
to be proud of. Mayor Reardon told her 
that when she is eighteen she should run 
for the City Council.

this topic. Do you need it and who 
pays?

All of the above are FREE, but re-
quire reservations.

The Courier expresses its gratitude to these dedicated volunteers who, each 
month, pack the paper for distribution. The next stuffing date is Monday, 
April 29, 10:30 AM in the Vista Room. 

Courier Volunteers

Burdick, Arlene
Burdick, Bob
Carpenter, Bobbie
Christensen, Howard
Christensen, Joyce
DeGeorge, Marie
Edwards, Laurel
Freed, Jayne
Ham, Carole

Harris, Barbara
Harris, Ron
Holmes, Philomena
Isbell, Elaine
Isbell, Kip
Karge, Yvette
McIntosh, Art
Moynihan, Bill
Mulloy, Colleen
Mulloy, Gary

Peseonen, Cliff
Pinkerton, Jan
Quintard, Valerie
Silkwood, Carolyn
Tuttle, Edna
Waters, Dona
Waters, John 
Wegner, Earl
Wegner, Mavis

oRIGIN oF APRIL FooL’S DAY
By Liz Rickett

Everyone seems to know about this day but no one seems to know why we 
choose it to pull pranks on unsuspecting friends and family members. My curios-
ity whetted, I immediately ran to the Internet to find the origin of this celebration.

According to the Internet, ancient cultures, including the Romans and Hindus, 
celebrated New Years Day on or about April 1 which closely follows the Spring 
equinox which occurs on March 20 or 21. In 1582, Pope Gregory XII ordered a 
new calendar, the Gregorian Calendar, to replace the old Julian Calendar. The 
new calendar denoted January 1 as New Year’s Day. According to a popular 
explanation, many people refused to accept the new New Year’s Day or did not 
know about it. These people continue to celebrate New Years Day on April 1. 
Other people began to make fun of these celebrants, calling them April Fools.

However, as worthy as this explanation sounds, the Internet states that there is 
no direct historical evidence for it. In addition, as early as 1392, Chaucer’s Can-
terbury Tales records an association between April 1 and foolishness.

The Internet does note that many cultures have had days of foolishness around 
the start of April. Romans had a festival named Hilaria on March 25. Hindus 
celebrate Holi and Jews celebrate Purim. 

In sum, it appears there is no answer as to why the 1st of April has been denoted 
as April Fool’s Day. Maybe we should just go ahead and enjoy it. By the way, 
did you know there is a bug on your shirt?

Ickywich, Inc. just announced to the 
Casta Courier approval of their new 
line of poisoned apples by the Federal 
Department of Agriculture. Accord-
ing to Ickywich spokesman, Cackle 
McScreech, these new products will 
revolutionize the witching industry.

Poisoned apples have been a tradi-
tional item in witchs’ bags of tricks for 
hundreds of years. These apples, when 
eaten by princesses, put them to sleep 
until kissed by a handsome prince. 
The most publicized use was by Snow 
White’s stepmother. 

NEW LINE oF PoISoNED APPLES
APPRoVED BY FDA

Ickywich’s new line of poisoned ap-
ples go far beyond this limited use. Its 
basic PA-Model #1, now include snore 
and morning breath features in addi-
tion to long sleep. Other PA Models 
replace sleeping with sneezing, weight 
gain, growing a mustache, falling off 
bikes, itching and other choices for 
witches. Of course, all are still removed 
by a prince’s kiss-as required by law. 
APRIL FOOL   By Kent Lihme

Are you considering a home remodel?   
~  or  ~  

Are you in need of home repair but are unsure 
how to hire the right contractor? 

If you need answers to any of these questions and need someone with 
the qualifications to help you through the construction or repair  process, 
please give me a call.    

(949) 637-0232 

Construction Consultant 
Robert D. (Bob) Knudtson 

Retired General Contractor 
Over 40 years of Experience 

Casta del Sol Resident 

Have you ever received a contractor’s proposal and you’re not really 
sure if you’re getting a fair, competitive price?    
Is the contractor qualified to perform the work you need done?    
Does the proposal include everything necessary to complete the job?  
Does the proposal include work that is not necessary? 
Are you being charged too much? 
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
19 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation.  
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 

Tons of Treasures ~ Collectibles 
Casta Del Sol Resident 

Buy ~ Sell ~ Trade ~ Consign 
27601 Forbes Rd, #50 
Laguna Niguel   92677 

949-310-6993 
AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 

I BUY CARS 
LICENSED AND BONDED CAR DEALER 
NEEDS YOUR OLD CAR. TOP DOLLAR 

PAID FOR NICE CLEAN CARS. 
CALL: CAPISTRANO CAR CO. 

(949) 364-6720 

TRADE YOUR CAR FOR 
…..Patio Cover or Vinyl Fencing or other 

handyman work. Looking for reliable 
economical vehicle. 

Call John @ 949-338-2611 
BATHROOM REMODELING 

Showers, Cabinets. Lic.538182 
Steve Westman: 949-290-1591 

CONSTRUCTION 
GENE NOONAN CONSTRUCTION 
Design and construction of: driveways, 
walkways, patios, patio covers, general 

repair. 35 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Owner-operator. Free estimates. 

Lic.#602033. Call: 949-370-5886 

JWR CONSTRUCTION 
Custom Home Solutions 

• Kitchen • Bath • Patio Covers 
• Doors • Windows • Lic.#925082 
Call for Estimate 949-422-5161 

DRYWALL REPAIR 
AAA INTEGRITY DRYWALL REPAIR 

Over 25 Years Experience - Bonded 
Local, all work done by owner 
Lic. #834795– FREE Estimates 

CdS References – Call: 949-677-5435 
ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

SHINE HOME CARE SERVICES 
Licensed, bonded & insured. Available 

24/7. Need part time or full time help for 
your loved one? We are here to assist you. 

For a FREE assessment, 
Please Call 949-707-1178 

GLORIA’S IN-HOME SERVICES 
Elder care in the comfort of your own home. 

Assistance with meal prep, shopping, dr. appts. 
and all personal needs. 

Expert in Dimentia • 24 Hr. or by the hour 
Call Gloria at 949-371-7425 

COMPASSIONATE CAREGIVER 
Available for shopping, docs appts, meal 

preparation, and any personal needs. 
Experienced. Call Marie: 714-369-2780 

Available for general assistance: 
Shop, errands, doctor’s appt., meal prep. 

Experienced, good driving record, reasonable 
rates. Call Loretta Eul: 949-218-8355 

QUALITY CAREGIVER AVAILABLE 
Good Cook, Driver, Light housekeeping, 

Doctor Appointments, etc. 
Call Marina: 949/606-5276 

Caregiver: Experienced and Reliable. 
Call Elsie: 949-770-2469 or 949-525-0140 

NEED A CAREGIVER? 
Day or night. Call Chris: 

949-461-0564 or 949-916-2022 

CERTIFIED CAREGIVER 
Bonded & insured, experienced & reliable. 

Live in/out. Ref. Jeannie 949-228-4950 

PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVER 
Loving, Caring, Companionship, Personal 

care, Meal prep, Errands, Dr. App’ts, 
Care for your pets, and much more 

Call Kathy: 949-836-8375 

ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER – 
CONT’D 

EXPERIENCED CAREGIVER 
Care customized to your needs. 25 yrs 

experience. Excellent references. 
Call Kay: 949-939-0734 

COOK NEEDED! 
5 days/week. Dinner only. 
Call Paula: 949-770-3321 

ELECTRICAL 
ANCHOR ELECTRIC 

34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

Energetic “young” CdS resident will shop, 
run errands, take you to appts.  Helpful, 
dependable. 5 yrs exp. Ref. available. 

Diane 949-380-1149 
ERRANDS 

Energetic “young” CdS resident will shop, 
run errands, take you to appts.  Helpful, 
dependable. 5 yrs exp. Ref. available. 

Diane 949-380-1149 
GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS 
CASTA RESIDENT WITH 17 YRS EXPER. 
Call Bob: 949-380-1149 or 949-444-1259 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 
GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 

Clear the way for the rain. Ref. Serving  
Since 1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

Act now before the rains come! 
Call Alex: 949-610-4556 

HANDYMAN 
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 

Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 
SOWERS & SON HANDYMAN 

Construction Service: Plumbing, Tile, 
Painting, Wall & General Repairs. 
Lic.934825. Call: (949) 280-4661 
E-mail: sowerstim@gmail.com 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS Reference 
Call Gary at 949-463-4259 

HOME REPAIR DOCTOR 
From the roof to the floor 
and everything in between 

I’m your man: Perry Green. 
Lic. 815633. Many CdS Refs. 

Please call: 714-609-4473 

“THE BALD BROTHERS” 
HANDYMAN SERVICE 

Home Maintenance / General Repairs 
Remodeling, Painting & Dry Rot Repair 

Licensed CA Contractor #758104 
CdS Resident / live here work here 
Please Call Bob at 949-463-0269 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 
HOUSECLEANING 

SPARKLING CLEANING HUS./WIFE 
2 Br. - 2 Ba. Starting at $55.00. Wkly or 

Bi-Wkly.  Full Service Cleaning. All 
Supplies Provided. Honest, Reliable, 

CDS References. Serving  
Since 1990. Gary/Leslie 949-683-0889 

HOUSECLEANING CONT’D 

TOM'S HOUSECLEANING SINCE 1982 
EUROPEAN/JAPANESE 

Free Estimates-Flat Fee-No surprises. 
Quality work at fair rates - total trust! 

Own equipment and environmentally friendly 
supplies. Happy customers in Casta Del Sol 

since 1991. 
Please call: 949-838-6696 

EVA’S EUROPEAN CLEANING 
Weekly, Bi-Weekly & Monthly. Own 
equipment & supplies. Bonded – free 

estimates. Doing business 17 years. Orange 
County & Laguna Woods. 

Call: 949-461-0108 
KITCHEN & BATH REMODELING 

KING CONSTRUCTION  
Specializing in kitchen and bath remodels. 
Fully insured. Lic # 687452. Over 26 years 

in business. Other services include: 
painting, patio covers, electrical, tile, 

doors, windows, etc. Many CdS customers. 
References available. Call for Free 

Estimates: (949) 697-8967 
LANDSCAPING 

MATT THE GARDNER 
Plant care, yard clean-up & design since1984. 

Local. Please call: 949-830-3174 
MOBILE SCREEN REPAIR 

AVERAGE WINDOW re-screened - $25. 
Min. 2 screens.  We also do patio & front 

door re-screening & replacement. 
Free estimates.  Gary 949-683-0889 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
MOBILE NOTARY & LOAN SIGNING 

Call Roberta at 949-584-4610 
Casta del Sol Resident 

Mobile Notary Public 
Well established and locally known! 

Nicole (949) 374-2302 
PAINTING 

Int./Ext. Painting & Cabinet Refinishing 
Acoustic & Wall Paper Removal, Drywall, 

Textures. 20% Senior Discount. FREE 
Estimates. CDS References. Lic.#334521 

Please Call: (949) 661-4416 
www.romanpaintingandrefinishing.com 

KOSCO PAINTING 
7 day work, Interior & Exterior, Free Estimates, 
Wallpaper installation, acoustic ceiling removal, 
drywall, textures. Water damage fix, molding, 

repair of stucco, termite. Lic.#629293 
Connie: 949-583-9235 or 714-200-9235 

*PAINTER NEEDS WORK • 30% OFF* 
PROMPT • PROFESSIONAL • SERVICES 

Lic # 883597• CALL DAN: (949) 448-9696 
RAYMER PAINTING AND 

WALLCOVERING 
Interior and exterior painting. 

Installation and Removal of wallpaper 
CdS Ref. Free estimates. Lic # 668285 

Call Terry: 714-928-8946 
KITCHEN CABINETS 

Refinishing/interior painting. Senior discount. 
Acoustic removal. Licensed and  

Bonded. CDS Ref. 
Please Call: (949) 661-4416 

www.romanpaintingandrefinishing.com 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

Free Termite Inspection! 
Orange-Oil/Borates/Foaming/Fumigation 
Full-Srvc: We Do Treatments & Repairs 
Our Inspectors Will NOT Pressure You 

Newport Exterminating: 949-261-0700 

PET CARE 

FIRST CLASS PET SITTING 
"Your Pets Deserve the Best" 

Great rates and References 
Bonded & Insured 

Check our website for more info 
www.firstclasspetsittingca.com 

Contact Richard or Jeri 
949-273-9030 
PLUMBING 

REPAIRS from $40. Installations/ 
Remodeling/Gas work. Ref. available. 38 yrs 

experience. Call Hector: 949-551-9596 
SEVERSON PLUMBING 

Worked in Casta for 10 years.  
• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 

• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 
Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

GALAXY PLUMBING 
For a job done right the first time call us! 

Senior discount. Many happy CDS customers. 
Lic.C36-713224 

Jason: 714-552-8645 or Jose: 949-677-0288 
ROOF REPAIR 

Reliable, dependable roofer! 
Call for any of your roofing needs. 

Free Estimates. Lic#964049 
Call: 949-264-6313 or 714-598-6442 

TAX PREPARATION 
ROYALTY TAX SERVICES  

Mike Ashrafi – Enrolled Agent (EA) 
Admitted to practice tax before IRS. Serving 

CDS for 10 years. 
House calls available at no additional cost. 

Please call: 949-510-1936 
TILE & STONE INSTALLATION 

Tile / Wood. Steve Westman. 25 yrs. 
experience: 949-443-1299. Lic.538182 

WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute Real 

Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.droeschproperties.com 
COOK NEEDED! 

5 days/week. Dinner only. 
Call Paula: 949-770-3321 
WINDOW CLEANING 

SPARKLING WINDOWS. 
All Windows, Screens & Tracks (Inside & Out) 
starting at $55. Service Casta since 1990. Call 

Gary: 949-683-0889 
32 YEARS IN ORANGE COUNTY 

$45-$55. Inside/outside. Screens & tracks. 
(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 
GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 

I am a resident of Casta del Sol. 
Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

All classified ads including inserts/flyers 
must be submitted, pre-approved for 

content and paid for in advance before the 
21st of the month prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: CastaCourier@Cox.net 
All advertisements are paid for by the service 

providers and are not referrals from the 
Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


