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Ready For The 
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The Long and Winding Road to the Garden Room 
Renovation
By Liz Rickett, photos by Wayne Block

Talk about a rousing, rollicking and rocking good time 
– fun for all and all for fun. The New Year's Eve cel-

ebration was all that and more. Congratulation to the Social 
Committee for another fabulous festive affair. Committee 
members Florian Jeffers, Ann Morini, and Maggie Stipek 
were responsible for planning and coordinating this annual 
end-of-the-year celebration as 88 guests bid farewell to 
2011.

A three-piece combo called the Fabulous Footnotes brought 
most of the partygoers to their feet. Their renditions of big 
band sounds, oldies, Latin, and smooth slow dancing fa-
vorites summoned dancers with and without partners to the 

dance floor. Music from the 30s to the 70s filled the Vista 
Room as the dancing continued past midnight.

A plentiful buffet of finger foods was planned to allow for 
easy mingling among the revelers. The menu included beef, 
chicken-salad and ham sandwiches, marinated vegetables, 
pasta salad, crudités, and platters of fresh fruit. Dessert 
included a wide assortment of mini delicacies to please ev-
eryone's sweet tastes. Catering was provided by Kimberly 
Caters To You. 

Red and white wines were available at each table. 2012 
was welcomed with a rousing champagne toast accompanied 

In December, all homeowners 
received a copy of the document 

entitled Further Amended and 
Restated Master Declaration of 
Covenants, Conditions and Restric-
tions of Casta del Sol. This Further 
Amended and Restated CC&R 
document resulted from the inclu-
sion of two prior amendments and 
all the amendments approved in the 
June 2011 vote. 

For the benefit of all owners who 
currently lease their homes or for 
any owners who may be consider-
ing leasing their homes, I suggest 
you read the newly amended Sec-
tion 4.03c of Article IV. Although 
all of Article IV covers Permitted 
Uses and Restrictions – Residential 
Areas, Section 4.03c is specific to 
Residential Use – Lease.

The highlights of the Section 4.03c 
are:

 1.  Each lease is subject to the re-
quirement that the home be oc-
cupied by at least one Qualifying 
Resident, meaning a person 55 
years of age or older and each 
lease agreement shall contain a 
statement above the signature 
line confirming the same. 

 2.  Any lease of a residence shall 
be by written instrument with 
a copy filed with the Associa-
tion prior to the tenant’s occu-
pancy.

 3.  The lease shall expressly pro-
vide that its terms are subject to 
all provisions of our Governing 
Documents, meaning, for ex-
ample, all tenants must meet all 
age requirements and follow all 
Facility Use and other Resident 
Rules.

 4.  Any violation of the provisions 
of our Governing Documents 
by a tenant constitutes a breach 
and default of the terms of the 
lease agreement, meaning the 

Continued on page 4

Amended 
Lease 
Requirements
By Bill Burfeind, President

Have you seen the remodeled Garden Room? No longer 
dated, it is beautiful as well as useful. I recently spoke 

with Marty Nohe and Patty Oldakowski, members of the 
original Master Plan Committee and the Garden Room 
Renovation Committee, which were responsible for the 
transformation.

It turns out that the completed room, like most good things, 
was not easily achieved. The Master Plan Committee began 
in 2008,with Patty as Chair. It was created to prepare a five-
year plan to update Casta del Sol. Many attempts had been 
made to plan for upgrades to Casta but the committees never 
got off the ground. 

Garden Room before renovation. Garden Room after renovation.

Mr. & Mrs. LaRue take to the dance floor.

Betty and Marion Brouwer celebrate New Year’s Eve with 
Seymour Myer (right).
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

In my January mes-
sage, I began by try-
ing to forecast the fu-
ture since I write my 
message in the first 
week of one month 
for publication on the first of the next 
month. Well I got it wrong again. Our 
contractor was unable to complete our 
restroom project by the end of Decem-
ber and in fact as I write this, they still 
have to finish the tile work before they 
install all the fixtures and complete 
the final touches. From now on, I am 
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MANAGER’S
REPORT
Emergency Plumbing 
Service

In order to help Cas-
ta del Sol residents be 
more prepared for an 
emergency plumbing 
incident, Management is recommend-
ing that you write down the phone 
numbers of local plumbers that provide 
emergency after-hour and weekend 
services. The reason we recommend 
these plumbers is that they are aware 
of the Association’s requirements to 
provide Management with diagnostic 
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Increasing Our Annual Capital Spending Limit
By Bill Burfeind, Chairman CC&R Ad Hoc Committee

In my last couple of CC&R Committee Reports, I mentioned that the CC&R 
Ad Hoc Committee is investigating a potential increase to the Association’s 
Annual Capital spending limit. This limit has been in effect since 1987 and 
is found in Article VI, section 6.05 L of the CC&Rs. This section defines a 
Capital Improvement as a previously non-existing asset with a cost of $500 
or more. The annual limit states that if a Capital Improvement exceeds, in-
dividually or in the aggregate, $10,000 in any one fiscal year, the approval 
of a majority of the owners must be obtained for that Capital Improvement. 
As you will remember, we had such an owner vote last June to approve the 
Capital Improvement for the motorization of our swing gates.

While $10,000 may appear to be a large amount of money to each of us 
as an individual or in thinking what improvement we might make to our 
individual homes for that much money, it is an inefficient amount of money 
looking at it from the perspective of total Association spending. We have a 
total annual budget in excess of $7 million with about $1.8 million in the Re-
serves for the Repair and Replacement of our current assets. There are times 
when the Association needs to enhance and modernize our Community in a 
timely fashion in order to maintain our viability as a Gated Community and 
maintain our property values. A total of $10,000 limits us to only very small 
projects because the cost of labor and materials for projects has skyrocketed 
since 1987.

Considering pure economics since the 1987 establishment of the current 
$10,000 level, the aging of our beautiful community and the competitive 
style and amenities of newer communities, where should we set a new Capi-
tal limit? Assuming that $10,000 is too low, how much is just right and how 
much is too high? That is the question before the CC&R Committee. To help 
the Committee, we will be holding four (4) Homeowner Forums in Febru-
ary to provide owners with some relevant facts and to have you give us your 
opinions on any new level. Here are some ideas to think about:

 1.  Most new Associations set their annual Capital Improvement limit at 5% 
of their total budget as this nicely ties to Civil Code which allows for a 
5% Special Assessment to acquire the necessary Capital monies.

 2.  Setting Casta’s new limit to a percent of our annual budget, not a fixed dollar 
value, will provide automatic adjustments to respond to future economic 
fluctuations and avoid having to continually amend section 6.05L of the 
CC&Rs.

 3.  Any Board approval of a future Capital project, no matter what the Capital 
limit, would continue to be transparent, being reviewed first at the Com-
mittee level, reported in Courier reports or articles and then agendized for 
owner comment at Board meetings.

Please see the shaded box on page 3 and the flyer that accompanied this 
Courier, and plan to attend one of our Homeowner Forums this month. We 
really do want and value your opinions.
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MONTHLY TREASURER’S REPORT
January 19, 2012

The financial statement of Casta del Sol Homeowners Association through 
December 31, 2011 shows:

Actual income of .................................................................... $7,681,487.90

Actual expenditures of ........................................................... $7,255,801.23

Current Year Surplus................................................................. $425,686.67

The total investments in Reserve Money Market accounts,

   Certificates of Deposit and Treasury Notes and Bills ......... $4,022,077.03

The total investments in Operating Money Market accounts,

   Certificates of Deposit, Treasury Notes and Bills and

   Checking Account ............................................................... $1,327,921.31

Re-cycling Income, year to date.................................................... $8,837.36

Operating Interest Income, year to date ........................................ $2,361.51

Reserve Interest income, year to date ......................................... $32,675.42

Treasurer’s comments:

Our actual income for the year was $128,702.00 more than we budgeted. That 
was due mainly to the $116,000.00 of prior year surplus we used as income 
to pay for the extra man-hours on the gates. All major categories were below 
expected expenses with Maintenance and Utilities accounting for approximately 
$293.000.00 of the $425,686.00 in current year surplus. The Reserve Interest 
Income was $3,324.00 under what had been budgeted, but recycling income 
more than made up for that deficit.

Respectfully Submitted,
Robert L. Burdick, Treasurer

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
January 19, 2012

The usual opening ceremonies followed President Burfeind’s 1:03 PM call 
to order. Director Saltzgiver’s absence due to health problems was noted. 
Minutes of four previous meetings were approved followed by presentation 
of the Treasurer’s report. Details are contained on page 3 of this issue. Most 
notable is the $425,687 surplus achieved in 2011. Treasurer Burdick noted 
that the figures reported are subject to change upon auditing. There were 
three delinquent accounts requiring liens and these were promptly approved. 
A write-off of a $3,516 bad debt was approved recognizing that collection is 
highly unlikely.

The consent calendar was approved with no discussion. Items covered 
included: the annual calendar, Architectural Committee members, funding 
for an Alava speed bump ($1,200), standards and guidelines for patio covers, 
setting dates for homeowner forums to increase the capital limit, removal of 
storm damaged trees ($20,000), pavement evaluation proposal ($28,600), 
soliciting RFPs for common area signage and insurance premiums for the 
coming year ($38,293).

New business included approval of a $40,000 expenditure limit for the re-
furbishment of the Billiards Room and the pavement evaluation contract.

General Manager Hodosh urged residents to clean out their swales to prevent 
water damage during the rainy season. He also reported his meeting with the 
City’s Crime Prevention Specialist to discuss crime prevention in Casta del 
Sol. 

Maintenance Supervisor Pedersen reported completion of the Garden Room 
on January 19. He added that house painting starts on February 13.

The resident forum opened with an appeal from Canine Companions to create 
a dog park to be located, as described in a petition first launched in October, 
2010, in the vicinity of the Heritage Garden. The speaker was advised to refer 
the details to the Greenbelt and then the Facilities Committees who would then 
bring it to the Board’s attention.

The forum continued with a request for the status of the golf course slope. 
The General Manager noted that contacts have been made with the course 
manager who explained that they have plans but progress is slow.

Meeting adjourned at 1:57 PM. Next General Meeting February 16, 2012 
at 1:00 PM in the Vista Room.

Russ Atkinson, Courier Staff

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2
going to give up forecasting and only 
report actual completions. We do have 
so many good things happening each 
month that there will always be ac-
complishments to report. For instance, 
Bill Thornton, Pac West and our other 
tree removal contractors did a great job 
the end of December cleaning up after 
those heavy wind storms. See Bill’s 
report in this issue.

In this Courier there are two im-
portant articles having to do with our 
CC&Rs. The first is about the newly 
amended section 4.03c which specifies 
certain requirements when an owner 
leases their residence. The second 
is about an effort under study to po-
tentially increase the annual $10,000 
Capital spending limit. Please read both 
of these articles.

In our Board Executive sessions, 
we continue to meet with quite a few 
homeowners concerning traffic viola-

tions. The two violations that certainly 
concern me the most are speeding and 
rolling stops at or totally ignoring stop 
signs. These bad driving habits need 
to be corrected. We are an adult com-
munity and if you have not figured 
that out, it means we have a lot of 
very senior people driving our streets. 
Unfortunately, some of those drivers 
have reduced hearing, vision and/or 
reaction time. We are a bunch of ac-
cidents waiting to happen. In fact we 
have had a series of rather serious ac-
cidents these last couple months. I am 
asking all of you to slow down, stop at 
each and every stop sign, use your turn 
signals, and carefully watch out for the 
other guy.

In June we will have our next an-
nual meeting and election. But I want 
to give you all your chance to start 
voting right now. If you do not want 
additional speed bumps on our streets 
or a speed bump placed at every stop 
sign, cast your vote now by driving the 

speed limit and stopping at stop signs. 
However, if you want to vote in favor 
of speed humps and stop sign speed 
bumps, just keep speeding and rolling 
through stop signs. The more traffic 
violations we see, the greater will be 
the need for the Board to take correc-
tive actions.

Finally, in this February Courier, 
we start the process of looking for 
candidates to run for one of four open 
Board of Director positions. The an-
nual election is at the end of June and 
the Election Committee Report in this 
Courier provides you with some im-

portant dates. I have been a Director 
for the last four years and have found 
it to be a very worthwhile and often re-
warding experience. Yes, there is some 
work involved and you have to give up 
some of your personal time to prepare 
for and attend meetings. However, you 
also have the satisfaction of knowing 
your work, in cooperation with your 
fellow Directors and our Management 
Staff, has generally benefited all our 
residents and kept Casta del Sol as a 
wonderful adult community. I strongly 
urge you to consider joining the Board 
of Directors.

Bill Burfeind, President

Homeowner Open Forums
Give us your Opinions about

Increasing the Annual Capital Limit

Tuesday, . . . . . . . . . . . February 7 .................... 2:00 PM

Friday, . . . . . . . . . . . . February 10 .................... 7:00 PM

Wednesday, . . . . . . . . February 15 .................... 7:00 PM

Thursday, . . . . . . . . . . February 16 .................... 3:00 PM

Vista Room

Pet Owner Reminders
Residents are responsible for the actions of their animals. Dogs must be 

kept on a leash when on common property. Pet owners are responsible for 
removing all pet droppings and are prohibited from bringing pets to the 
Casta del Sol Recreation Centers. Please be sure your pets do not disturb the 
peace and comfort of any resident at any time. Please report stray animals 
to Mission Viejo Animal Services by calling 470-3045 (The Association 
staff is not responsible for Animal Control).
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WELCOMING THE NEW 
YEAR, CASTA DEL SOL 
STYLE
Continued from page 1

THE LONG AND WINDING 
ROAD TO THE GARDEN 
ROOM RENOVATION
Continued from page 1

Casta is Recycling More
There is now a bin available for depositing your aluminum cans, right next 

to the newspaper recycling container at Rec Ctr 1. Only aluminum cans may 
be placed in the bin. Access is by two small lids on top.

The Association encourages you to recycle your aluminum cans in this 
manner.

with noisemakers galore and hugs and 
kisses all around.  

My husband and I arrived just before 
8:30 PM and people were already on 
the dance floor. We left after midnight 
and people were still dancing – a sure 
sign of a swinging band and a good 
time.

AMENDED LEASE 
REquIREMENTS
Continued from page 1

For a year, the Committee met, 
planned, hired a professional planner, 
consulted several designers, obtained 
several budgets, survived some po-
litical fights, and visited various other 
senior and planned communities. Then 
2009 came and nothing happened. 

In 2010, Marty 
was Chair .  To-
gether with Chris 
Potasantos, Wayne 
Block, Patty, and 
several other peo-
ple who came and 
went, the group put 
together the Five-
Year Improvement 
Projects Plan. The 
Board adopted the 
Plan in early 2010. 
Initially, five proj-
ects were desig-
nated for upgrades: 
the Garden Room, 
the Fiesta Room, the Fitness Room, the 
Library and the Relocation of Outdoor 
Sports to Rec Ctr 2. The Board de-
cided to begin with the Garden Room, 
thinking it would be the easiest to do. 
In addition,  a remodel there would 
impact most residents as it is the most 
used room in Casta, with 27 meetings 
a month.

Remodeling the Garden Room was 
assigned by the Board to the Facili-
ties Committee for implementation. 
Facilities formed an Implementation 
Sub-Committee with Marty as Chair. 
In late 2010, the final design and speci-
fication plan for the Garden Room was 
approved.

This approval did not come easily. 

adequate. How could we pay for all that 
was needed? The specs were revised. 
The wing walls stayed. Tile became 
carpet. Granite became Formica. The 
wall finish was changed.

The Board approved the new budget 
and new specs. Work began. Luckily, 
the Committee members were on hand 
daily to oversee progress with PCM and 
check what was happening in detail.

The right carpet was delivered but in 
the wrong color.

The AV cabinets interfered with 
bulletin board frames. Doors would 
not open.

The curvature of the beam in the roof 
had to be redone three times.

The lighting fixtures were not deliv-
ered on time. I heard they were origi-
nally sent to Texas.

The counter tops were the wrong 
color.

All errors were corrected at the con-
tractor’s or direct vendor’s expense.

The budget was also a problem. The 
Reserves Study specifies what can be 
spent in total but this amount is not 
broken down as to what each room is 
allocated. The capital versus reserve 
question as for funds also had to be 
addressed.

 Six months after starting, the room is 
almost finished. A Formica counter top 
above the file cabinets is scheduled to 
be installed within a week or so of the 
writing of this article. The caps around 
the can lights are the wrong color.

The remodel has led to a clear process 
of how to update Casta facilities. This 
was not present before. The Board has 
also formed a Reserve Committee and 
is working to designate money for each 
room renovation so there can be a real 
budget before work begins.

How successful is the Garden Room 
renovation? Marty says that now clubs 
and activities are asking for their facili-
ties to be upgraded or maintained. He 
senses a change in the general attitude 
to it’s about time instead of why are 
you doing that?

Next up is work to the Billiards 
Room, per the request of members, and 
a Redesign and Rehabilitation of Pool 
1 and the area surrounding it.

Association can take appropriate 
measures to have the Owner take 
necessary actions to obtain compli-
ance or evict their tenant.

 5.  No Owner shall lease all or any 
portion of their residence for any 
period less than 90 consecutive 
days.

 6.  Whether or not written into the 
lease, each person who leases a 
Residence shall be deemed to have 
covenanted and entered into their 
lease agreement such that during 
the term of their tenancy they will 
observe, perform and be bound by 
all obligations and duties, finan-
cial and otherwise, which are or 
may hereafter be imposed upon an 
Owner or a Resident under any of 
the Casta del Sol Governing Docu-
ments. 

All provisions of newly amended 
Section 4.03c, which I have summa-
rized above, are now in effect. Leasing 
Owners should review this section in 
detail and begin to take actions to bring 
their lease agreements into compliance. 
If any owner has not provided the As-
sociation with a copy of any current 
lease, please provide one to the Admin-
istrative office.

Association Management has revised 
our New Resident Orientation Package 
to have one specific to renters. Own-
ers, known to the Association, to be 
currently leasing their property will be 
sent a Renter Orientation package for 
their information.

Marty Nohe and Patty Oldakowski, members of the 
original Master Plan Committee and the Garden Room 
Renovation Committee.

New counter top for Garden Room is being readied for 
final installation.

There was a lot of input, not all posi-
tive. Some people complained about 
the cost or the need. The Committee 
persevered. The feeling was that the 
common areas in Casta are an exten-

sion of our homes; 
when you remodel 
you want to do it 
right with an at-
tractive, functional 
final result.

I t  t ook  th ree 
months work with 
PCM to get bids, 
revise specs, rebid 
and get a final con-
tract. In the spring 
of 2011, the Board 
approved the con-
tractor and autho-
rized the work.

Now is  when 
more fun began. 

Originally the Garden Room was half 
a room, facing the courtyard, with a 
covered patio in back. Built by the Mis-
sion Viejo Company, builder of Casta, 
there were no plans or specs anywhere 
to refer to for reconstruction. At some 
point in time the back portion (covered 
patio) was enclosed.

The 2011 Renovation budget was 
around $45K for a room that would be 
a rectangle, which would mean taking 
away the two wing walls.

As work began, it became apparent 
this was no easy cosmetic re-do. There 
were structural challenges including 
a sagging ceiling beam and exterior 
wall finishes. Taking down the wing 
walls would compromise the stability 
of the structure unless extensive and 
expensive structural improvements 
were done. Structural engineers and 
contractors quoted figures from $30K 
to $50K above the original budget to 
do the structural fixes.

Now came the battle of the budget. 
The original renovation budget was in-
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February 2012

Join Us In Welcoming
The Following New Residents

Brock Margaret & Stan ............ 28246 Yanez .................................582-3864

 Mission Viejo, CA

Caskey, Donald & Susan ......... 28102 Espinoza ............................434-0986

 Laguna Hills, CA

Baldwin, Glenn ........................ 28462 Cano ......................... (714) 337-1331

 San Clemente, CA

Leach, Phillip & Georgia ......... 28411 Alava ....................... (305) 240-0893

 Key West, FL

Crowley, John .......................... 24136 Calendula ...........................499-3767

 Laguna Beach, CA

Hertzberg, Ruth ........................ 24136 Calendula ....................... Will Notify

 Temecula, CA

Zarkades, William & Carol ...... 28161 Espinoza ............................363-6126

MANAGER’S REPORT
Continued from page 2

reports and discounted prices for Casta 
residents. Please keep these names and 
numbers in an area you can find quickly 
should you have an unexpected plumb-
ing need.

COMPANY Phone Number
Integrity Plumbing
  ............. (949) 582-0649

Mission Viejo Plumbing

  ............. (949) 858-3818

Saddleback Plumbing

  ............. (949) 858-0284

Severson Plumbing

  ............. (949) 429-3422

Cleaning of Swales
In prior years, Southern California 

has experienced heavy rain seasons. 
Homeowners who diligently kept their 
side swales clear had little or no wa-
ter intrusion problems. The Board of 
Directors and the Management Staff 
strongly recommend that homeowners 
continue to make sure that their side 
yard swales are always clear of debris 
to prevent water intrusion problems. 
If you cannot guarantee your swales 
are clear, it is recommended that you 
contact a handyman to see that your 
swales are cleared. The cost of clearing 
the swale is much less expensive than 
paying for water intrusion damage to 
you or your neighbor’s home.

Painting Schedule 2012 
Homeowners that are scheduled 

to have their homes painted in 2012 
will receive notice from Color West 
Painting of their scheduled painting 
date, roughly two weeks prior to the 
scheduled dates. The Casta del Sol 
paint schedule will begin February 13, 
2012. Should your patio cover need 
to be painted or repaired, Color West 
Painting may also include a courtesy 
notice to have the additional painting or 
repair made at the homeowner’s cost. 
This is an option provided by Color 
West Painting as a courtesy and is not 
the result of an inspection made by a 
member of the Architectural Commit-
tee or the Managing staff. Accepting 
the proposal submitted by Color West 
Painting is between the homeowner and 
Color West Painting.

Windstorm
In the January Courier, the Land-

scape Services Coordinator wrote an 
article regarding the December wind-
storm and trees damaged due to the 
high winds. I wanted to compliment 
the Casta’s Landscape Coordinator, 
Bill Thornton, for his quick response 

during the storm and his diligence in 
carrying out the exceptional tree trim-
ming/tree removal programs the Board 
of Directors authorized.

Josh Hodosh, General Manager

LANDSCAPE
NOTES
Casta del Sol Soil 
and Water Condi-
tions

R e c e n t l y ,  w e 
probed Casta del 
Sol’s soil down to 30 inches through-
out the property and samples were 
examined. The results were unex-
pected. In some samples, the soil was 
saturated down to 12-17 inches and 
then powder dry below. This is com-
monly referred to as a hardpan. This 
impervious layer which water does not 
easily penetrate can be caused by many 
factors. In most cases, it was created by 
mechanical equipment compacting the 
soil to meet Orange County Building 
requirements.

These impervious layers create a 
bathtub effect in the soil. Irrigation 
water or rainfall will essentially fill up 
the reservoir. Water will remain below 
the surface for long periods depending 
on weather conditions.

While the first few inches of soil 
may dry out from evaporation causing 
shallow-rooted plants and lawns to 
wilt, below that there is excess water 
drowning the tree roots. Hence, the 
dilemma we face. Shall we apply water 
for shallow-rooted plants frequently or 
deep rooted plants infrequently?

During winter months, the clay soil 
retains moisture and the surface can 
resemble a lake and stay wet for long 
periods of time especially in shade 
areas. Compounding the problem is 
the soil analysis report from Soil and 
Plant Laboratory, Inc. stating that in 
many areas, the salinity is extremely 
elevated and is expected to severely 
restrict normal plant growth.

The recommendation from the Lab 
is to apply irrigation water to leach the 
excess sodium below the root zone. 
They also admit that if drainage is poor, 
this approach will not work.

The new Signature irrigation system 
and onsite weather stations, along with 
sound horticultural practices, are our 
best management tools to deal with the 
soil conditions here at Casta del Sol.

Bill Thornton 
Landscape Services Coordinator

Casta Del Sol Board of Directors Election
Candidates, to serve a two-year term on the Association’s Board of Direc-

tors, are being sought for the June 28, 2012 Annual Meeting and Election. 
There are four positions open for election and the Board would like to solicit 
community-interested homeowners to consider running for one of the open 
Director positions. Candidate applications are available at the Administra-
tion and Recreation Center Offices. Please submit your resume by April 6 
for inclusion in the May issue of the Courier. Board members whose terms 
expire in 2012 are Bill Burfeind, Don Hanzich, Kent Hutchison, and Jerie 
Miller.

Bob and Arlene Burdick moved to 
Casta del Sol from Anaheim thirteen 
years ago. The Moynihans and Bur-
dicks previously owned homes in the 
same Anaheim neighborhood and our 
collective children were often class-
mates in K through 12th grades.

Bob was a long-term school admin-
istrator in the ABC Unified School 
District and was often called upon by 
fellow administrators to present ideas 
and recommendations to his school 
board and district officials. He was 
dedicated to his students. He earned 
his Bachelor’s degree and secondary 
teaching credential from USC and re-
ceived a Master’s degree in Education 
from Whittier College.

Bob served as Chair of Casta del 
Sol’s Budget and Finance Committee. 
He then served on the Casta Board of 
Directors for four years, one as Trea-
surer and three years as President.  

Bob then took a one-year time out, 
just a slight hic-cup in his career of 
service, and returned as Chairman of 

the Greenbelt Committee. He was re-
elected to the Board of Directors last 
June and is its current Treasurer. He 
is presently the Board’s Liaison to the 
Library Committee and the Budget and 
Finance Committee.

Both Bob and Arlene have made it a 
point to visit the children and grand-
children regularly. Sometimes they 
even sneak in a golf game or do a little 
fishing too.

Casta Board Member Robert L. (Bob) Burdick
By Bill Moynihan
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2012 Paint Schedule for february
Calle Verdes — Trim only
27745 27751 27755 27761 27765
27771 27781 27791 27795 27821
27831 27851 27861 27865 27871
27881 27891 27901 27911 27921
27961 27971 27981 27985 27991

I f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
Chris Pedersen at (949) 455-4671.

-  Notice  -
Please Support theAssociation by DiscardingYour Aluminum Cans in the 

Aluminum Can Recycle Container at the Lower End of the Rec Ctr 1 Parking 
Lot. The Association Thanks You. No Plastic Please.

New Recreation Aide
Hi, my name is Janice Cork, the new recreation aide here in Casta del Sol. 

I was born and raised here in Southern California, but moved away in 2002 
to Hawaii, and then to Sacramento. I just moved back here in August to 
Anaheim with my children. I plan to enroll in Fullerton College to pursue 
my bachelors in Science. Please stop in at the Recreation Center and say 
hello. I would love to meet you.



The Casta Courier February 2012Page  8

Serving
Saddleback Valley

Since 1973

KEEPING IN TOuCH
If you are traveling or visiting another state or country, Casta del Sol is 

only a click away. If you want to keep informed as to what is happening and 
who is doing what while you are gone, simply go to www.castadelsol.com. 
This will get you on Casta's website.  

This website has a wealth of information. There is a map of the community, 
better to show your cousin exactly where your home is, listings of community 
news, community events, community bulletins, a photo gallery of people, 
and events here at Casta. On the upper left-hand side there is a list of publi-
cations; find the Courier and click on it. Voila! You have instant access to 
the current Courier issue as well as past issues. Be warned, though, that it is 
not quite the same publication that is delivered to your home. There are lots 
of white spaces which show where ads were placed in the Courier. Chuck 
Boyle, former Casta resident, who set up the program for storage and access 
to past and present Courier editions, set it up so that ads are deleted.

As long as you have access to the internet you can bring Casta with you 
wherever you go.

Liz Rickett, Courier Staff

Most residents of Casta del Sol are 
retired. Bet you knew that. We all go 
about our daily retirement lives enjoy-
ing our neighbors and fellow volun-
teers. We seldom think about what they 
did before retirement.

Most, of course, had normal jobs as 
teachers, plumbers or full time moth-
ers. But some did not. There must be 
a few retired high wire artists, tornado 
chasers and spies among us. Maybe 
some once had exciting experiences, 
adventures or hobbies like lion tam-
ing. 

If you are a Casta neighbor that fits 
one of these categories, we’d like to 
feature your story in the Courier. Just 
write up a brief summary of your un-
usual career, adventure or hobby before 
retirement. E-mail it to us at Courier-
submissions@mail.com or place it in 
the Courier folder at Recreation Center 
1. We’ll get back to you. 

Here’s an example of an unusual past 
story. It’s totally fabricated because no 
one, as yet, has sent us a true one. When 
they do, their stories will be far more 
interesting than this one. 

Agnes Sezaul now lives on a quiet 
cul-de-sac off Via Quixote. You may 
know her. But one time, long ago, 
Agnes was once known as the Great 
Madame Mystico.

Calling All Casta Residents With An unusual Past
By Kent Lihme, Courier Staff

When young, Agnes, as Madame 
Mystico, toured the world predict-
ing future events. Unfortunately, her 
predictions were right only 28% of 
the time. So one day she correctly pre-
dicted it was time to start a new career. 
Instead of predicting future events, 
Madame Mystico began predicting 
past events. 

The Great Madame Mystico became 
an overnight success. She correctly pre-
dicted the winners of past presidential 
elections, the Rose Bowl winners and 
her own birthday. On the Johnny Car-
son Show, Maeame Mystico correctly 
predicted the exact dates of the past 
10 Christmases, Who Shot JR and the 
winner of World War II. Unfortunately, 
she missed the War of 1812, but only 
by 2 years.

Finally, after a long, glorious and 
most successful second career, and 
with an accuracy rate of 92%, the Great 
Madame Mystico retired. Today she’s 
just plain Agnes Sezaul, our neighbor. 
Those who know her would never 
guess she was once the Great Madame 
Mystico.

Now, that story was a bit unusual, 
don’t you think? But I’m sure you 
or your neighbors have far more real 
unusual pasts, adventures or hobbies. 
Please share them with us. We’d like 
to know you better. 

I recently spoke with 
Bill Kress, who worked 
on the Architecture 
Committee,  Signage 
Subgroup, shown in the 
accompanying photo-
graph.

Q -  Why do we need a 
Signage Subgroup?

A -  With the exception to 
the recently updated 
Casta del Sol entry monument 
signs, our common area signs are 
inconsistent and dated. In addition, 
some are in need of repair and some 
are just ugly.

Q -  How did the Subgroup come into 
being?

A -  Earlier in 2011, the Architecture 
Committee had chosen the new 
stucco, trim and accent colors for 
our common buildings. This color 
palette was very well-received and 
the Board asked the Committee to 
update our signs. A related activity 

Outdoor Signage At Casta: How, Where And Why
By Liz Rickett

by another Architecture Commit-
tee Subgroup updated our outdoor 
lighting. The goal for both was to 
maintain the upscale appearance of 
Casta del Sol. Besides me, Signage 
Subgroup members included Micki 
Hill and Audrey Michaels.

Q -  What was the process used to de-
velop the ideas for new signs?

A -   During our paint color work, 
other communities, including 
nearby Palmia, were visited and 
in addition to reviewing their color 
palettes, their common building 

Continued on page 9

Cleaning for a Reason
If you know any woman currently undergoing chemotherapy, please pass the 

word to her that there is a cleaning service that provides FREE housecleaning 
- once per month for 4 months while she is in treatment. All she has to do is 
sign up and have her doctor fax a note confirming the treatment. Cleaning for 
a Reason will have a participating maid service in her zip code area arrange 
for the service. This organization serves the entire USA and currently has 
547 partners to help these women. For more information, go to http://www.
cleaningforareason.org/
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De-Mystifying Medicare
By Mary Ozurovich,
HICAP Coordinator of Volunteers 

signage was studied. 

  We spoke with Chuck Boyle, 
who worked with designing the 
entry monument signs, and using 
these as a guide, we came up with 
a consistent vision for the form, 
fonts, wording, colors and optimal 
placement for the new signs.

  The Facilities Committee provided 
input which we incorporated. After 
the Architecture Committee re-
viewed and approved the signage 
recommendations, we sent them to 
the Board.

Q -  The Board review was on January 
6. What was the outcome?

A -  The recommendations were well 
received and PCM will now pre-
pare a document for competitive 
bids. After the different signage 
companies present costs and design 
options, these will be presented to 
the Board. Depending on budget 
constraints, either all signs pro-
posed will be made and installed or 
a schedule will be created so that 
the signs can be made and installed 
over a specific period.

OuTDOOR SIGNAGE AT 
CASTA: HOW, WHERE 
AND WHY
Continued from page 8

In general, Medicare does not cover 
eyeglasses or contact lenses.  However, 
after cataract surgery, Medicare helps 
pay for cataract glasses, contact lenses, 
or intraocular lenses. The following is 
true after cataract surgery: 

•  Medicare will cover one pair of 
glasses or contact lenses.

•  Medicare only covers standard 
frames. If you elect upgraded frames, 
Medicare will only  reimburse or pay 
for the standard frame amount. You 
pay an additional cost for upgraded 
frames.

•  Lenses are covered even if you had 
the surgery before you had Medi-
care.

•  Payment may be made for lenses 
for both eyes even though cataract 
surgery involved only one eye.

•  An order (prescription) must be on 
file with the supplier. It must be 

signed and dated by the treating doc-
tor.

Make sure your supplier is enrolled 
in Medicare and has a Medicare 
supplier number.  Suppliers have to 
meet strict standards to qualify for a 
Medicare supplier number. Medicare 
won’t pay your claim if your supplier 
doesn’t have a number. You pay 20% 
of Medicare-approved amounts for one 
pair of eyeglasses or contact lenses 
after each cataract surgery with an 
intraocular lens.

Note: If you are a member of a Medi-
care Advantage HMO or PPO, you 
must contact your plan for coverage in-

formation. Health plans are contracted 
with Medicare to cover what Medicare 
covers but can differ on how it covers 
and what you pay (co-pay).

This information has been adapted 
from the Medicare.gov web site. The 
HICAP Program educates and provides 
health insurance information to Medi-
care beneficiaries.

It is part of the Council on Aging – 
Orange County. The HICAP Program 
offers a Medicare Advantage HMO, 
PPO Comparison Chart. Please contact 
HICAP at (714) 560-0424 for more 
information.
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It’s hard to believe that our Signature 
Irrigation System project started 10 
years ago. How time does fly. A few 
years ago, we wrote a report for the 
Courier summarizing all the technical 
aspects of the project. As time passes, 
however, my memory has focused on 
something different – the human in-
terest aspects of the project. Before I 
share a few people stories with you, I’ll 
provide a short history for those who 
have forgotten or those who moved to 
Casta del Sol after 2002.

Back in 2002, the Association awak-
ened to the fact that the then existing 
Osmac Irrigation System was outmod-
ed and rusting away. A new system was 
estimated by some to cost $1,000,000. 
Even worse, there was no money in 
the Association’s Reserve Account to 
pay for it. The Board held a meeting 
to inform the Membership and all hell 
broke loose. A recall election of the 
Board ensued. Although many people 
were very mad and the discussions 
were contentious, the recall failed. 
This experience has been a lesson well 
learned because the scope of all new 
major projects is now fully described 
to the membership before the Board 
authorizes an expenditure. 

Anyway, as soon as things settled 
down a bit, the President and Board 
at that time appointed an Automatic 
Irrigation System (AIS) Committee to 
develop a Comprehensive Plan, Strat-

A Ten-Year-Old Irrigation Story
People do make a difference
By Arthur Rosen egy and Cost Estimate. The Committee 

consisted of Dick Fried, Roger Gordon, 
myself - Arthur Rosen, our Landscape 
Coordinator Bill Thornton and Pac 
West’s Richard Ruiz and Reyes Gomez. 
This team analyzed the problem, pro-
posed alternatives and recommended 
a solution. 

Enough of history. Do you remember 
radio commentator Paul Harvey who 
use to say “And now for the rest of the 
story!” Well, now for rest of the irriga-
tion story - the people involved.

During our very first Homeowner 
Meeting, Dick Fried, Roger Gordon, 
and I decided to describe the compo-
nents of a typical modern irrigation 
system by using props. One of us, hav-
ing found an old set of TV rabbit ears in 
the attic, held it over his head and made 
believe he was an irrigation antenna.  
Another held a table radio and made 
believe he was the irrigation controller’s 
radio transmitter. The last member held 
a valve purchased from Home Depot. I 
think we even had a glass of water. We 
then described how the typical system 
worked using these props. It was like 
a vaudeville act. There were a lot of 
laughs during that presentation. Many 
people came up to us after the meeting 
and told us that they now understood 
how the system works and they had a 
lot of fun at the same time.

The proposed Signature system re-
quired two 30-foot antennas. One was 
installed at the water tower (Borgona 
and Calle Azorin) and one at the main-

tenance yard (Calle Valdez). They 
spoke to each other via radio waves. 
Anyway, the water tower antenna 
had to be positioned just right so that 
it pointed exactly at the maintenance 
yard antenna. Problem was, when 
standing near the water tower antenna 
location, we couldn’t see the mainte-
nance yard because there was eight-
tenths of a mile of trees blocking our 
view. GPS units were just introduced 
so we used one, but my instincts said it 
was not giving us correct information. 
What to do? I went to the Party Store 
and bought three helium balloons. 
Each of these balloons, when filled, 
was nearly four feet in diameter. Do 
you know how difficult it was and 
how foolish I looked trying to get 
three huge four-foot balloons into the 
back seat of my car? I squeezed and 
tugged and feared they were going to 
burst at any time. I finally got them all 
in the back seat like sardines in a can. 
While driving, the balloons wanted 
to expand into the front seat; I had to 
constantly whack them back. The next 
day I bought 500 feet of fishing line. 
Like little boys about to fly their kites, 
we tied all three balloons together and, 
using the fishing line, let them rise 500 
feet in the air.

We then went back to the water tow-
er to see if we could see the balloons, 
eight-tenths of a mile away. We looked 
across the horizon from Jeronimo to 
Alicia but couldn’t see them. Darn, 
the balloons must have broken loose; 
our hearts dropped into our stomachs. 
However, when we got back to the 
maintenance yard, we looked up in 

the sky and could see them as plain as 
day. After a few moments of thought, 
I went to my house, picked up a set of 
binoculars and went back to the water 
tower. It took 10 minutes of scanning 
the horizon to see this small dot in the 
sky; the three four-foot balloons looked 
that small. Sure enough, the GPS unit 
was way, way off. I hope the owner 
of that GPS unit isn’t still wandering 
around the planet. Using the dot in the 
sky, we rotated the water tower antenna 
to precisely point at the maintenance 
antenna.

This next story describes a proud and 
wonderful experience. Roger recom-
mended, and we hired, one of three 
installation companies that bid on the 
project. The hands-on owner was a gen-
tleman named Charlie Amos. Roger, 
Dick and I can honestly say he was one 
of the most wonderful and memorable 
human beings we had ever met. He was 
about 70-years old but had the physical 
characteristics of a muscled 30-year-
old. He was all about going out of his 
way to help us, many times on his dime, 
not ours. If something wasn’t working 
right, he’d fix it with no hesitation. If 
something was needed more than the 
Committee stipulated, Charlie added it. 
He was motivated to make the system 
work, not just install it.

One specific episode will describe 
this man perfectly. A Special Commit-
tee was formed to purchase and install 
the Maye Russ Fountain in the park at 
Calle Valdez and Casta del Sol Drive. 
Unfortunately, the park did not have 
electric power needed for the water 
pump and lights. To my knowledge, the 
nearest and readily available electric 
power source was at a Signature Irriga-
tion Satellite on Calle Marin. I called 
Charlie and we met on Calle Marin. 
After reviewing the situation, Charlie 
said that he thought he could success-
fully bore under the street and install an 
underground conduit in order to reach 
the satellite. “OK, Charlie,” I said, “let 
me know how much it will cost to do it 
and I’ll pass the information on to Bob 
Burdick, the Chairman of the Green-
belt Committee.” We parted. The next 
morning, Charlie called and asked me 
to come up to Calle Marin. I thought he 
was going to give me an estimate and 
chat about the job. To my surprise, he 
had already dug two pits, one on either 
side of the street, bored and pushed 
through a conduit, and never charged us 
for the work. He said working at Casta 
was the best place he had ever worked. 
He and his wife even considered mov-
ing to our community.

Continued on page 11
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Tree Vandalized
Over New Year’s weekend, it was 

reported to 
Management 
tha t  names 
were etched 
on a Ficus tree 
on the corner 
of  Bonalde 
and Espina. 
If you know 
the respon-
sible party or 
can provide 
information 
on who per-
formed this 
act of vandal-

ism, please contact Management at 
949-837-4073. Thank You.

When I think of Charlie, I often re-
member this 70-year-old man’s huge 
hands with very long fingers. When he 
shook your hand he wrapped his around 
yours and, as Dick Fried always says, 
“he brought you down to your knees.” 
We call the new irrigation system the 
Signature System but something inside 
me wants to call it the Charlie Amos 
System. 

Charlie had no medical problems 
and no more than three colds during 
his entire life. Unfortunately, he did 
not get annual checkups. Charlie died 
a few years ago from prostate cancer. 

Members of our Committee drove to 
Riverside to attend his funeral at the 
Riverside Military Cemetery and pay 
our respects to his widow at their home 
in La Verne, Ca. We will never ever 
forget Charlie.

And now you know the rest of the 
story.

A TEN-YEAR-OLD 
IRRIGATION STORY
Continued from page 10
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ELECTION
Planning has begun for the 2012 

Casta del Sol Elections. This year, we 
have four Board of Directors’ positions 
open. 

The Committee would like to encour-
age anyone who is interested in running 
for the Board to pick up an application 
at Rec Ctr 1 or from the Administra-
tion Office. This is your chance to get 
involved with decisions affecting our 
community and fellow residents. If you 
have any questions about how much 
work or approximately how many 
hours are required to be a Director, 
please feel free to ask any of our current 
seven Directors.

This year’s election follows five 
years of uncontested elections. Having 
more candidates than open positions is 
always good for the democratic election 
process. Please consider running.

Here are some important dates:

April 6, 2012 - Deadline for election 
candidates to submit a resume for print-
ing in the May issue of the Courier and 
advertising for Meet the Candidates 
Night.

April 19, 2012 - Deadline for elec-
tion candidate names to be placed on 
the ballot.

April 25, 2012 - Ballot deadline for 
printing candidates’ names and resumes 

LIBRARY
It is already February of 2012—I 

can’t believe it! We hope you were 
able to read or watch DVDs from our 
library during the holidays. We have a 
wonderful Committee of hardworking 
residents who process the items that are 
checked out from our library. If there is 
a particular hardcover book, large print 
or regular print book that you would 
like us to order, please use the order 

FACILITIES
Here are some of the projects the Fa-

cilities Committee will be planning for 
the remainder of the year 2012.

Comprehensive Pavement Evaluation 
Study:  Maintenance of existing roads 
in Casta del Sol becomes more expen-
sive each year. In an effort to control 
these costs and develop a comprehen-
sive, sequential plan, an experienced 
management firm will be conducting a 
site evaluation of all the streets in Casta 
del Sol. This includes soil-testing, eval-
uation of the existing condition of the 
pavement, existing drainage structures, 
handicapped parking conditions and 
slope measurements. This data will be 
used to develop detailed descriptions of 
street problems and treatments required 
over the next five years.

Billiard Room Upgrade:  The Billiard 
Room, which was originally con-
structed in 1975, is badly in need of an 
upgrade of equipment and room décor. 
This will include re-felting of the four 
pool tables, refinishing of walls and 
ceiling, painting of walls and wood-
work, installing 4 wall cue racks, new 
lighting and new carpet. This project 
was requested by John Tennant, Bil-
liard Club President, and developed 
together with Patty Oldakowski of the 
Facilities Committee.

Rec Ctr 1 Pool & Spa Area Renovation:  
Members from Facilities, Greenbelt 
and Architectural Committees are 
working together to develop a plan to 
renovate the pool and spa areas at Rec 
Ctr 1. This includes improvements to 
the pool and spa, the deck, the palm 
tree planters, landscaping, concrete 
walkways, lawn area, the kitchen patio, 
and the stairway and ramp leading to 
the pool and spa.

Sally Gilmore-Hernadi, Co-Chair, 
581-6060

 John Kiely, Liaison

CC&RS
At the hearing held December 16, 

2011 requesting the Superior Court 
to reduce the voting requirements on 
section 9.02 of our CC&Rs, the Court 
asked for some clarifications. When we 
issued the supporting documentation 
for section 9.02 with the ballot, there 
was a printing error in the left-side/
right- side comparison language as 
one portion of one sentence from the 
current 1991 language was also incor-
rectly printed as part of the proposed 
language. Our legal counsel has re-
sponded to the Court’s questions with 
a new filing, which will be heard on 
February 17, 2012.

The Committee continues to focus 
on amending the $10,000 annual limit 
on Capital spending. Please see the 
separate article in Association News 
on this issue and please attend one 
of our Homeowner Meetings on this 
subject. Our Committee now meets 
every second Tuesday of each month 
in the Ceramics Room. All homeown-
ers are invited to attend to observe and 
participate in our meetings.

Bill Burfeind, Liaison
305-4260

GREENBELT
During 2011, we had 3,248 LMR 

(Landscape Maintenance Requests). 
Homeowners turned in 2,547 or 78.4% 
of the total. As you can easily see, 
you (the homeowners) are our best 
resource for keeping Casta del Sol Continued on page 13

for distribution with ballots.

Please submit your application and 
resume to Doris Swanson in the Fiesta/
Administration Building.

Barbara Harris, Chair, 837-0925
Bill Burfeind, Liaison

humming along. Thank you. In addi-
tion, we pruned 950 trees to keep them 
healthy, save them, and let the wind 
blow through. Unfortunately, we had 
to remove 240 mature trees, which 
included 26 removed during our recent 
windstorm in December. We only 
remove trees if they meet our criteria 
of dying, diseased, dangerous, or too 
damaging. The dangerous category can 
also include too densely planted for 
proper root growth and strength. Unless 
in an emergency, no tree is removed 
without an independent, outside, Ar-
borist review. 

As a Committee, we anticipate a busy 
2012. PacWest begins taking care of 
the Lawn Bowling green for better 
consistency, new water audits will be 
submitted to the Board of Directors to 
continue our efforts in controlling wa-
ter costs and, to counter tree removal, 
we are always planting. Chocano, Her-
rera, Bonalde, Cernuda, and Congora 
will especially see new trees going in. 
As a renovation site, the Committee 
will be submitting a proposal to the 
Board of Directors to upgrade and 
update the Tank Hill area surrounded 
by Borgona, Calle Azorin, and Nebrija. 
Our zone inspectors will be beginning 
their rounds again. If you see them out 
there, say ‘Hi’ as their primary function 
is to find room for improvement and 
enhancement. Rec Ctr 2 will see some 
more improvement as we address the 
pear tree Fire Blight concerns and other 
needs. Rec Ctr 1 is being addressed by 
the multi-committee representative task 
force led so ably by Wayne Block as we 
anticipate related landscape changes 
yet in 2012. 

If any of this (or all of it) sounds 
interesting to you, there is a need for 
committee members who are physical-
ly able to walk our zones. Give it some 
thought. Exercise with a purpose? Fi-
nally, please remember to clear out the 
debris in your gutters, downspouts, and 
swales so the water keeps flowing.

Ken Amstutz, Co-Chair, 457-8155 
Kent Hutchison, Liaison 

form in the box where the new books 
are located. We will not be able to hold 
it for you but you can check to see if 
it has been ordered by looking in the 
directory on the new bookshelf.

We are in need of two willing work-
ers to process books on Saturday after-
noons. It takes about half an hour once a 
week. Let me know if you are interested 
by calling me at 829-6666.

Our book group has not made a read-
ing selection yet. If you would like to 
talk to Suzanne Popel, please call her 
at 215-5157.

We are processing a lot of DVDs each 
month and we have some problems. 
There are returned containers that don’t 
have a DVD in it. If you find that you 
have forgotten to put the DVD in the 
container before returning it and find 
it later, please don’t hesitate to bring it 
in. We won’t say a thing to you. Also, 
please be aware that when checking 
out the DVDs, you need to go to the 
counter in the office to get the DVD, as 
it is not in the case on the carousel. 

Our circulation figures for the month 
of December 2011 are: 103 large print 
hardcover, 165 regular print books, 
408 DVDs, 408 paperback books, 34 
donated paperback books. Thanks for 
using our library.

We hope you are enjoying the new 
lights and the carpet as much as we are. 
We think it has made the room look 
very good and we appreciate your co-
operation in keeping it looking good.

Betty Brouwer, Chair, 829-6666
Bob Burdick, Liaison

SOCIAL
Golly, it’s already February, days do 

go by so quickly. I hope all who at-
tended the New Year’s Eve Party had 
a nice time, enjoyed the food, the mu-
sic and the company. I have received 
many compliments, so I hope you were 
among those who were pleased. I con-
tinually ask that if you have complaints 
or compliments to please attend our 
meeting held on the first Friday of the 
month at 10:00 AM. The Committee 
thanks the person who attended our 
January meeting, especially because 
she came to the meeting to give her 
suggestions. Thank you!

At our January meeting we planned 
some of the celebrations for this year. 
The first, if all goes as planned, will 
be a Wine and Cheese Mixer. It’s an 
enjoyable afternoon with various wine 
choices and the cheese and comple-
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Traffic Citations Issued by 
Nordic for the Month of 
December
• Speeding .................................2

• Parking ....................................5

• Failure to Stop .........................5

• No Permit ..............................11

Please obey all Casta del Sol traffic 
regulations.

February 2012 Let’s Go traveLinG
The Getty Center with Lunch at Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant
Wednesday, April 25

Depart: 10:00 AM

Return: 6:00 PM

Price: $78.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities

Sign-up begins Thursday, February 9 at 7:00 AM in the Garden Room.

What better way to start this magnificent day than with lunch in Beverly Hills at 
the world famous Lawry’s Prime Rib Restaurant. Known worldwide for its out-
standing service and perfectly prepared prime rib, Lawry’s is, to many, a favorite 
place to celebrate fine food and friends. Lunch includes your choice of roasted 
prime rib of beef with mashed potatoes with gravy, and creamed corn, Yorkshire 
pudding and horseradish, or chicken with shitake mushroom sauce with mashed 
potatoes and vegetables, or grilled salmon with whole grain mustard sauce with 
mashed potatoes and vegetables. All entrees are served with Lawry’s famous spin-
ning bowl salad, rolls and butter and Lawry’s signature English trifle for dessert 
and, of course, coffee, hot or iced tea.

You’ll have plenty of time to enjoy dining with friends before heading to the 
Getty Center where you’ll spend the afternoon. Your experience at the Getty 
Center begins with a tram ride to the summit, taking in unexpected views of the 
historic Sepulveda Pass. Arriving at the central plaza, you’ll be surrounded by 
gardens, terraces and dramatic architecture. Italian travertine stone imparts a time-
less quality to the Getty Center’s buildings, while glass and curved metal panels 
lend an open, contemporary air. You’ll start your visit at the information desk 
in the entrance pavilion. Here, you can watch a brief orientation film and learn 
about the day’s programs and exhibitions. From there, you are free to experience 
all the Getty has to offer at your own pace. You’ll see paintings by many of the 
most familiar masters – Rembrandt, Goya, Monet and Cezanne, to name a few. 
You’ll also discover one of the greatest collections of drawings by such artists as 
Michelangelo and Degas. From the museum’s terraces and walkways, visitors en-
counter breathtaking views of the nearby Santa Monica Mountains and the distant 
San Gabriels, downtown skyscrapers, the Palos Verdes peninsula and Catalina 

TRAVEL COMMITTEE

SOCIAL
Continued from page 12

TRAFFIC
We received approval from the 

Board to put a speed hump on Alava. 
We hope that it helps slow down the 
speeders and makes the street safer 

mentary sides that bring out the flavor 
of each wine. The Social Committee 
held one in the past and it was not 
only informational, it was a fun time. 
Mark your calendars so you won’t miss 
the April Wine and Cheese Mixer, on 
Sunday, April 22 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM.  
The price is  $10 per person. Yours 
truly will chair this event.

Then onward to Memorial Day, and 
already I’ve been receiving sugges-
tions. Thank you and keep them com-
ing. As I do with each month’s article, I 
will add that we can use more members. 
Think about joining us.

Jill Colombana, 470-9495

for the residents. After it is installed, 
please let us know by letter or attending 
our meeting what you think of it. We 
want to welcome three new members, 
David Croteau, David Jacobson and 
Don Greenwaldt. Our next meeting will 
be held on Monday, February 6 at 9:00 
AM in the Garden Room.

Leslie Stipek, Chair, 215-2046
Don Hanzich, Liaison 

Island. Then it’s back to our bus for a relaxing ride home. What a fabulous day. 
It’s one you don’t want to miss.

Palm Springs Follies with Lunch at the Palm Springs Hilton
Wednesday, May 16

Depart: 9:00 AM

Return: 7:30 PM

Price: $116.00 includes all tax, tips, and gratuities

Sign-up begins Thursday, March 1 at 7:00 AM in the Garden Room. Please note: 
We are advertizing this event early as the sign-up date is the first day of March. 
Due to contractual obligations, we have a very short sign-up time of Tuesday, 
March 1 to Wednesday, March 14. 

Yes, we are heading back to Palm Springs to once again enjoy the Palm Springs 
Follies. This year the Follies are featuring Doo-Wopin’ with The Diamonds. It 
will be a trip down memory lane for kids of all ages. Performing their timeless hits 
from the 50s and 60s – Why Do Fools Fall In Love?, Silhouettes, The Stroll and 
the National Anthem of Rock & Roll, Little Darlin’ they also pay tribute to the 
classic four-part harmony vocal groups of the era as well as the great solo artists 
of the time. Here’s a sample of some of the songs you will hear: Blue Moon, At 
The Hop, Sherry, Splish Splash, Unchained Melody, Lovin’ Feeling and more. Do 
not miss this fabulous afternoon of entertainment and fun at the Follies!

Other Events With Sign-ups underway
Welk Resort presents The Producers
Saturday, March 10

Seats available.

Act Out Mystery Theater presents Once Upon a Murder
at the fabulous Vista Room Restaurant
Saturday, February 11

Some seating still available.

TRAVEL
Your Travel Committee is very ex-

cited about our upcoming Act Out Mys-
tery Theater Presentation and Dinner in 
our lovely Vista Room Restaurante on 
this coming Saturday, February 11. We 
hope you have already signed up for 
this premiere Casta del Sol event. If not, 
hurry on down to Rec Ctr 1 and sign up 
before time runs out. Our dinner on this 
extraordinary evening will be catered 
by Jolanda’s. You will enjoy either 
prime rib or chicken marsala, scalloped 
potatoes, fresh vegetable, spinach and 
strawberry salad, four different hors 
d’oeuvres, wine, and a special Valen-
tine’s Day dessert. And, while enjoy-
ing this sumptuous dinner, you will be 
delighted by the presentation of Once 
Upon a Murder by the very talented 
Act Out Mystery Theatre Company. 
Of course, there will be prizes for those 
who can figure out who dun it, etc. And, 
there may even be a Valentine’s Day 
surprise raffle prize. You will just have 
to come and enjoy an evening of fine 
food and great entertainment to find 
out. See you there.

We would like to remind our travel-
ers once again that we now have our 
very own Travel Committee e-mail 
address for informing you of our up-
coming events. If you have not already 
signed up and would like to receive 
our sign-up reminders please contact 
us at castatravel2012@gmail.com or 
Bryan Spafford at 951-1770 or Barbara 
Heebner at 768-2082. We will be glad 
to add you to our growing e-mail list. 
If you are not on our e-mail list, you 
are missing out. Be assured that your 
information will always remain with 
the Committee and will not be shared 
with anyone else. So, let’s get this show 
on the road. Please check out Let’s Go 
Traveling for our latest trip and sign-up 
information. That’s all folks!

Bryan Spafford, Chair, 951-1770
Joyce Saltzgiver, Liaison

Washington
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www.RetireInCastadelSol.com 
Web Site Owned By TomSipplRealEstate.com  

Call 800-552-1637 Free 
24/7 Recorded Information Service 

Ext. 77 About Casta del Sol (For Friends) 

Ext. 78 Tips for Casta Home Sellers 

Ext. 79 Tips for Casta Home Buyers  
Invite Friends to be Your Neighbors! 

Sell Your Home Fast ... 
List Your Home With Our Partners 
Leading Listing Agents in Orange County  

www.RetireInCastaDelSol.com 

www.CastaDelSolHomesForSale.com 

www.HomesForSaleInCastaDelSol.com 

Let Our Internet Superiority Sell Your Home! 

tsippl@gmail.com  

Resident of Casta del Sol 

Don’t Buy or Sell Real Estate In Casta del Sol … Without An Opinion From A Friend ... See you at the pool! 

Be the First To Know ... 
New Listings and Price Reductions 

All Pictures and All Property Details 

Updates Direct to Your Computer  

As They Occur … Twice a Day! 
Sign Up: RetireInCastaDelSol.com FREE 

  2:00 PM Private Party, V

        •  9:00 AM Variety
               Club Rehearsal, G
•  6:00 PM Baby Boomers
              Valentine Dance, V

1716

2423222120

11

18

25

FridayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Sat / Sun

•  1:00 PM CdS BoD General
                               Meeting, V
•  1:00 PM Women’s Golf
                     Officers’ Mtg., G
•  3:00 PM CC&R
                     Resident Mtg., V

•  9:00 AM Travel
                         Committee, G
• 11:30 AM Ceramic
                          Luncheon, V
•  1:00 PM Architecture
                         Committee, G

151413

27

26

19

Recreation Center 1
 • = EMERITUS SADDLEBACK
   COLLEGE
 AC = ARTS & CRAFTS
 BC = BOCCE BALL COURTS
 CW = CERAMICS WORKSHOP
 F = WHOLE FIESTA ROOM
 F1 = FIESTA ROOM FIREPLACE SIDE
 F2 = FIESTA ROOM BACK SIDE
 G = GARDEN ROOM
 LP = LAPIDARY ROOM
 P1 = POOL #1
 SBP = SHUFFLEBOARD PAVILION
 V = VISTA

Recreation Center 2
 H = HERITAGE ROOM
 LBG = LAWN BOWLING GREEN
 LBP = LAWN BOWLING PATIO/PAVILION
 P2 = POOL 2
 PTC = PADDLE TENNIS COURT
 TC = TENNIS COURT

Daily/Weekly Activity Schedule – February 2012
*AQUA FITNESS: .............................. T,TH, 8:30 AM, P1
*AQUA FITNESS: .............................. M,W,F, 9:00 AM, P1
*ART APPRECIATION: ..................... TH, 10:00 AM, V
*CHORALE: ....................................... T, 10:00 AM, V
*PHYSICAL FITNESS: ...................... M,W,F, 8:00 AM, V
*PHYSICAL FITNESS: ...................... M,W,F, 9:00 AM, V
*PILATES: ......................................... M,W,F, 9:00 AM, V
*SKETCHING CLASS: ...................... F, 12:30 PM, F
*WATERCOLOR: .............................. M,W, 1:00 PM, V
BEADING CLASS:............................. F, 1:00 PM, AC
BIBLE STUDY: .................................. T, 10:00 AM, H
BOBBLE BALL: ................................. EVERY DAY,
 3:00 - 6:00 PM, P2
BOCCE BALL: ................................... M,W, 2:00 PM, BC
BRIDGE: ............................................ M, 12:00 PM, F
BUNCO 1: .......................................... 3rd T, 7:00 PM, H
BUNCO 2: .......................................... 2nd T, 6:30 PM, H
BUNCO 3: .......................................... 1st T, 5:30 PM, H
BUNCO 4: .......................................... 4th T, 7:00 PM, H
BUNCO BABES:................................ 3rd T, 6:00 PM, F
CERAMICS CLASS: .......................... M,W,F, 8:00 AM, AC
CERAMICS CLUB: ............................ M,W,F, 8:00 AM, CW

CRIBBAGE: ....................................... TH, 6:30 PM, H
DUPLICATE BRIDGE: ....................... T,TH, 12:30 PM; F, 6:30 PM, F
HAND & FOOT: ................................. 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th W,
 12:00 PM, H;
 3rd M, 6:00 PM, F;
 1st T after 1st M, 5:30 PM, F
LAPIDARY: ........................................ M,W, 9:00 AM, LP
LAWN BOWLING: ............................. M,W,F, 9:30 AM;
 1st, 3rd TH, 6:30 PM
 2nd S, 10:00 AM, LBG
LINE DANCING: ................................ T, 5:30 PM, V
MAH JONGG 3: ................................. 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T,
 12:30 PM, G
MAH JONGG MAVENS: .................... M, 9:30 AM & 6:45 PM, H;
 S, 10:00 AM, H
MEXICAN TRAIN: ............................. F, 6:00 PM, G
ORIGINAL MEXICAN TRAIN: ........... S, 6:30 PM, H
OPEN PADDLE TENNIS: .................. M,T,W,TH,F, 9:00 AM,
 4:30 PM & 7;00 PM, PTC
OPEN TENNIS: ................................. T,TH, 10:00 AM;
 T,TH, 7:00 PM, TC

PAN 1: ............................................... 1st W, 12:30 PM, F2
 2nd, 3rd, 5th W, 12:30 PM, G
 4th W, 12:30 PM, F2
PAN 6: ............................................... 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th T,
 12:30 PM, G
PARTY BRIDGE: ............................... 2nd, 4th S, 6:30 PM, F
PING PONG: ..................................... S, 9:15 AM; M,6:00 PM, V
PINOCHLE: ....................................... F, 6:00 PM, H
POKER GROUP: ............................... W, 6:30 PM, H
POKER: ............................................. TH, 7:00 PM, F
POKER LADIES: ............................... 1st, 3rd W, 6:30 PM, F
SCRABBLE: ...................................... M,T, 2:30 PM, H;
 T, 7:00 PM, AC
SEWING & CRAFT: ........................... 1st, 3rd, W, 10:00 AM, H
SHUFFLE LEAGUE:.......................... T, 9:00 AM, SBP
SHUFFLE LESSONS: ....................... F, 10:30 AM, SBP
SHUFFLE (POT OF GOLD): ............. W, 7:00 PM, SBP
SHUFFLE SINGLES:......................... TH, 9:00 AM, SBP
STRUMMERS: .................................. T, 1:30 PM, V
TENNIS & PADDLE
     TENNIS COURTS CLEANED: ..... T, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM
TEXAS HOLD’EM: ............................. W, 6:30 PM, F
WOODCARVERS: ............................. M,TH, 12:30 PM, AC

•  Association board and committee meetings  •  Association sponsored activities  •  Club and activity events

•  2:00 PM CC&R
                    Committee, CW

•  9:00 AM Greenbelt
                        Committee, G

•  9:30 AM Las Flores
                            Club Mtg, V
•  7:00 PM Democratic Club
                                   Mtg., G
•  7:00 PM CC&R
                    Resident Mtg., V

10

12

•  6:00 PM Travel
           Committee Mystery
                              Dinner, V

•  1:00 PM Computer
                           Club Mtg., V
•  2:15 PM Master Plan
                        Committee, G
•  7:00 PM CC&R
                    Resident Mtg., V
•  7:00 PM Variety Club
                                    Mtg., G

6 7 8 9        •  8:45 AM Computer
                              Club Mtg., F1
•  9:00 AM Traffic
                             Committee, G
•  9:30 AM Las Damas
                         Officers’ Mtg., G
• 12:15 PM Tee Offs Mtg., G
•  2:00 PM Las Flores
                         Officers’ Mtg., G
•  4:00 PM Italian/American
                         Officers’ Mtg., G
•  7:00 PM Bocce Ball
                         Officers’ Mtg., F

•  9:30 AM Courier
                        Committee, G
• 11:15 AM La Damas
                          Luncheon, V
•  5:00 PM Men’s Golf
                                Dinner, V

•  9:00 AM Facilities
                          Committee, G
•  6:00 PM Italian/American, V

•  9:30 AM Chorale Mtg., G
• 10:00 AM Greenbelt Master
                      Plan Mtg., A&C
•  1:30 PM Architecture
                        Committee, G
•  2:00 PM CC&R
                    Resident Mtg., V

5

       •  1:00 PM Variety
      Club Rehearsal, G
•  5:00 AM Military
        Veterans Pizza Mtg., V

Calendar Coordinator
Charlotte Davis
Recreation Supervisor,
cdavis@pcminternet.com
949/455-4681

Meetings and events

February 2012
RECREATION CENTER HOURS
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

8:00 AM – 10:00 PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

28

•  10:30 AM Courier
                            Stuffing, V

29

• 12:00 PM Republican
                      Club Brunch, V

•  9:00 AM Vegetable
                    Garden Club, G
•  7:00 PM Military
                 Veteran’s Club, F

Groundhog

day

•  1:00 PM Budget &
        Finance Committee, G

• 10:00 AM Welcome
                        Committee, G •  7:00 PM Armdi Mtg., V •  1:00 PM Movie Matinee, V

•  9:30 AM Pool
               Renovation Mtg., G
• 12:00 PM Fishing Club, G

•  9:30 AM Armdi Brunch, V
•  1:00 PM Variety Club
                        Rehearsal, G

President’s day

1
•  9:00 AM Color Counseling
                    Resident Mtg., F
• 10:00 AM Library
                         Committee, F
•  2:00 PM Men’s Golf
                                    Mtg., G
•  5:00 PM Texas Hold ’Em
                       Tournament, F

2

•  9:00 AM
           CdS BoD Workshop, F
•  1:00 PM Women’s Golf
                                     Club, V
•  7:00 PM Republican
                            Club Mtg., G

3

• 10:00 AM Social
                        Committee, G
•  3:00 PM Lawn
                     Bowling Mtg., G

4
•  9:00 AM Variety Club
                        Rehearsal, G

Washington
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Happy Valentine’s Day 

949-460-0077 
L O R I  an d  R I C H  M c K A Y  

L ic .  #  0109 8252  

w ww. Unite dAsse tSe rv ice s .co m  

U N I T E D  A S S E T  SE R V I C E S  

23120 Al ic ia  P arkwa y,  Su ite  200  

Mis s io n V ie jo ,  CA 9 2692  

When you find yourself in need of a trusted real estate professional, 

Call us...we are here to help. 
Dedicated to providing service you can appreciate.                                                                        

Wish ing  you a  day  
f i l led  w ith  joy  

and  a  heart  fu l l  o f  love !  

Porches at Casta del Sol
By Liz Rickett, photos by Randy Smith

The Lihme porch: Pavers transformed this to an outdoor living area.

Liz Rickett’s porch: A great place to sit and read or visit.

Susan Kelley’s porch: The porch that started it all.

The Pesonen porch: This porch has it all, a 
spot to sit, some greenery, and some art.

The Delozier porch: One large decorative accent makes the porch pop.

About six months ago, we got a new neighbor. Of course, I was curious as 
to what she would do with the house. She did a lot, planted here, put this 

there, and really put a lot of 
time and effort into making the 
house look great. The biggest 
change was to the porch. Previ-
ous tenants had neglected this 
part of the house. Some put a 
chair or two out, others a plant 
here or there. Susan dressed 
her porch. She made it into an 
outdoor room. Not only did 
she inspire me to gussy up my 
porch a little, but she made me 
take a look at the porches here 
at Casta.

I found a lot of porches that 
had some seating, some with a 
plant or two, some with a deco-
rative element or two, some 
that had nothing and a few that 
were really interesting. Here 
are some porches that I think 
deserve a second look.
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Thoughts on Trees and 
Views

I love trees. I also love mountains and 
valleys, sunrises and sunsets, oceans 
and inlets – even an unobstructed view 
of golf courses. And while I appreciate 
the water provided by SMWD, their 
many eucalyptus trees don’t satisfy my 
thirst for a better view.

All of the above were gradually 
erased from my field of vision while 
living in various locations during my 
somewhat vagabond years. In Casta del 
Sol and much of Mission Viejo it is the 

majestic Saddleback Mountains that 
have disappeared from view – along 
with the appealing but less majestic 
golf course.

I love the beauty of trees, their 
rustling in the wind, the shade they 
provide and their contribution to a 
better environment. But I regret that 
beautiful scenery has been obliterated 
by their excessive number and size. I 
hope more consideration will be given 
to this problem in the future.

As for the present, the removal or 
trimming of trees and bushes on the 

golf course slope would provide ho-
meowners with the view that we who 
live here bought and paid for when the 
homes were purchased. I know Mr. 
Thornton is working on this problem 
and wish him the success we deserve.

Bette Balliet
462-0994

AEROBICS
During the first week of the New Year 

we had four make-up classes from the 
summer program because of time lost 
due to the air conditioning/heat instal-
lation. We have two days left and hope 
to use them when space is available.

Spring semester started January 10, 
and as usual we have a majority of 
repeaters plus two newcomers. New-
comers are always welcome.

During Christmas break, Leila pulled 
her left hamstring. It is a very painful 
injury and she was told it could take 
up to three months to completely heal. 
Being the good sport she is, she came 
to our classes and will be doing the 
entire semester. She is unable to make 
all of the moves, but she can announce 
them and give the repetitions for them. 
Because she cannot do all the moves, 
she is able to walk around the class 
and observe what we are doing and 
can correct us when we do something 
wrong. That is the advantage of having 
an instructor who can watch and look 
for mistakes, which cannot be done 
when working at home or without an 
instructor.

Hillie Sprayregen, 586-7760

BABY BOOMERS
We had a great turnout for our Rock 

‘n Dues party. The soup, chili and corn 
bread were delicious. Special thanks 
to Valorie Stover for her hard work in 
coordinating the event, and to DJ Don 
for playing our favorite tunes.

Our next event is Hearts on Fire 
Potluck Dinner Dance on Saturday, 
February 18 at 6:00 PM in the Vista 
Room. Sign up at Rec Ctr 1 to bring a 
main dish, side dish or salad. The club 
is furnishing dessert, wine, coffee or 

tea. Cost is $5 for members and $8 for 
guests. We will also feature a 50/50+ 
raffle and music for your dancing plea-
sure. Last day to sign up is February 15. 
Singles will receive a special gift.

Mark your calendars for our Be 
Bop Baby Boomer Birthday Bash on 
Thursday, March 1 at 6:30 PM in the 
Vista Room. We are celebrating our 7th 
birthday and St. Patrick’s Day with a 
baked potato bar and a cake. Cost is $8 
for members, $12 for guests. Sign up 
by February 27.

Any questions about these events, 
call Valorie Stover at 939-1300 or 
Jayne Freed at 837-9099. Visit our blog 
at www.cdsboomers.blogspot.com.

ROCK ON BOOMERS
Jayne Freed, 837-9099

CANINE COMPANIONS
The talk by Mission Viejo Animal 

Services Officer Patrick Robbins on 

CASTA DEL SOL RADIO
Our radio room at Casta del Sol, 

which has been in existence since 1992, 
is equipped with 2-meter radios for lo-
cal communications and an HF radio 
that has the ability to reach around the 
world. Anyone wishing to participate in 
amateur radio or emergency communi-
cations at CdS can contact our member, 
Vern Vihlene W6VDV at 582-0937. He 

BIBLE STuDY
Any resident of Casta Del Sol who 

may be interested in participating in 
the study of the Bible is welcome to 
join in this non-denominational Bible 
Study Club. This is an active group 
growing in numbers for the past 20 
years. Our studies are varied, but al-
ways Bible oriented. Examine and/or 
question the study of the day, but we 
always keep the discussion on topic 
and in the Word.

The Bible Study Club is a non-profit, 
no dues club. It promises to be a lively 
discussion group and most informative. 
For further information, please contact 
Priscilla Brown at 768-5119, or Pat 
Croteau at 716-2295.

Gary Radman, 206-1523

COMPuTER
The Computer Club will meet on 

Friday, February 10 at 1:00 PM in the 
Vista Room at Rec Ctr 1. Jerry Hewitt 
will answer questions he has received 
from members and guests, in addition 
to new questions from the floor. You 
may also e-mail Jerry with your ques-
tions at cdshelpdesk@gmail.com. Light 
snacks will be served and our $20 door 
prize drawing will be held. Guests and 
Casta del Sol residents are welcome.

Joan Collings, 716-4665

January 26 was well attended. He cov-
ered several important subjects includ-
ing vaccinations, advantages of adop-
tion, predators, chip implanting, and 
the shelter’s operations. The question 
and answer period was stimulating.

On Saturday, February 25 our first 
dog walk of the year will take place. 
We’ll meet at Rec Ctr 2 at 10:00 AM 
and walk around and through the 
Heritage Garden and the Butterfly 
Garden.

This will be a good time to explore 
the beautiful Gardens and see how 
they evolved in 2011. There will be no 
need to travel outside the Casta del Sol 
Community. Many of the dogs have 
not taken this walk and will be excited 
at the interesting scents they encoun-
ter. We hope this event will be well 
attended by Club members and other 
residents, as it can improve socializa-
tion for pets and owners. Invite your 
friends and neighbors to come along 
even if they have no dogs.

The Canine Companions Club hopes 
to expand its membership this year. 
This is a great opportunity for folks 
who want to become more active with 
their pets in 2012.

$5/family dues are payable at Rec 
Ctr 1.

Gordy Hite, 951-7588

is a long time member of the Mission 
Viejo AREA/RACES, the disaster pre-
paredness communications team.

If you already have an amateur radio 
license, use your call letters when oper-
ating our CdS amateur club station.

If you would like to obtain a license, 
we will be pleased to provide the infor-
mation that you need. HAM radio is an 
enjoyable hobby as well as an asset to 
the community in case of a disaster.

Burt Bradley, 770-7583

Continued on page 18

CRIBBAGE
Fifteen 2, fifteen 4, and a double 

run of 8 for a dozen. Sound familiar? 
Well, those words and other Cribbage 
sounds can be heard weekly here at 
Cast del Sol. Cribbage is played every 
Thursday evening at Rec Ctr 2 in the 
Heritage Room.

The games start around 6:30 PM and 
continue until around 8:30 or 9:30 PM, 
pretty much however long you want to 
stay. We play with 2, 3 or 4 players on 
a board. The number of players dictates 
the game configurations.

-  Notice  - 
The Association wishes to re-

mind residents that before any 
outside work can be started 
on your home, you must have 
an approved Application for 
Proposed Construction from 
the Architectural Committee. 
Forms are available at Rec 
Ctr 1 and on the Casta del Sol 
community website.
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CRIBBAGE
Continued from page 17

Sometimes all you need is someone 

to make life easier. At Park Terrace, we 

partner with you and your family to 

create your most vital and engaging life. 

•  Resort-style Campus

•  Full-service Senior 
Living

•   Award-winning 
Wellness Program

•  Chef-prepared  
Meals Daily

•  State-of-the-art 
Fitness Center

•  Heated Swimming 
Pool

• Balance Classes 

•  And Much More!

Call Park Terrace Today to Learn More  
About Our “Life...Full” Promotion.  

Toll Free 1-888-859-1184 OR  
www.kiscoseniorliving.com

Kisco Senior Living.  A Partner for Your Life.

21952 Buena Suerte 
Rancho Santa Margarita 
CA 92688  
Lic. #306001157

We u n d erstand seniors 
and t hat’s Wh y to g e t h er, 

We’re t h e  perfect team.

SidebySide

Our game was started eleven years 
ago in 2000, when Virginia Morrison 
and Bobbie Coon decided to form a 
group to play Cribbage. The game was 
an instant success.

For information about the Cribbage 
games, call Wayne Block at 916-
5386.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

DEMOCRATIC
The Democratic Club will be meeting 

on Wednesday, February 15 at 7:00 PM 
in the Garden Room.

We will be presenting an outstand-
ing documentary titled Inside Job. The 
movie is about the global economic 
crisis of 2008 that cost tens of millions 
of people their savings, their jobs, and 
their homes. See how it happened.

This is a video that you don’t want 
to miss viewing. Join us and be in-
formed.

Norm Rosenkrantz, 380-0171

HERITAGE GARDEN
Our January business meeting was a 

round table discussion. At this writing, 
I have no information on the outcome 
of the meeting. We had important 
decisions to make: Heritage Garden 
boundaries, bylaw changes, the Ranch/
Storage building, and more. See the 
March Courier for the outcome of the 
voting.

There are many new plants in the 
garden, including five Coast Oaks and 
three Chitalpas. The Oaks will become 
mighty trees and provide cooling shade 
in about 20 years. The Chitalpas are 
dainty, flowering trees that should 
spring into flower in early summer. 
They were bought with money donated 
in memory of lost loved ones.

The weather has been perfect, you 
will agree, but not for our native plants. 
We need rain. Meanwhile, we must 
closely watch the new plants and trees 
and carefully water them. This is done 
by volunteers. It is hard work. Volun-
teers are also working to bury the irri-
gation tubing that stretches across the 
open spaces. It is unsightly. It poses a 
tripping problem, and rats and coyotes 
damage it. This will improve appear-
ance and safety.

ITALIAN AMERICAN
February 9 is the date for the Pizza 

Party with entertainment for members 
only. Sign-up will began January 13 
and will end February 6.

Mark your calendars for March 10 for 
our Italian Buffet with entertainment.  
Sign-up will begin on February 8 and 
end on March 5. We have fantastic 
entertainment in Nancy Osborne who 
performs big-band songs. It’s a don’t-
miss occasion.

If you haven’t already joined the 
Club, please put checks in the folder at 
Rec Ctr 1. It’s only $10 for the year.

The Club Officers for 2012 are the 
same as last year: Joyce Saltzgiver, 
President; Art Hamblin, Vice-Presi-
dent; Jill Colombana, Treasurer; and 
Anita Robertson, Secretary. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to call 
any of us.

Joyce Saltzgiver, 699-0207

LAPIDARY AND
RELATED ARTS

As part of your New Year’s Resolu-
tions to do something for yourself, have 
you thought about doing something for 
someone else? I’ve found that turning a 
rock into a pretty gift actually doubles 
the fun of this hobby. Think about that 
and, if you feel so inclined, come down 
and join us. Feel free to drop in and see 
what Lapidary is all about, and see what 
you could be doing to put some excite-
ment into your life in 2012.

Smitty is here Monday mornings to 
teach the tips and tricks of polishing 
stones and on Friday afternoons to 
expand that knowledge to Beading and 
Wrapping stones to make jewelry.

Gerry Easton, 243-4591

There will be no meeting in February. 
Saturday, February 25, will be a work 
day. Workers, assemble your tools.

Suzanne Popel, 215-5157

LAS DAMAS
It seems like we can take a breather 

now that the hectic pace of shopping, 
cooking and partying is behind us. So 
come to the Las Damas luncheon on 
Wednesday, March 14 in the Vista 
Room. We open the doors at 11:15 AM, 
and we welcome guests. Invite a friend 
or neighbor to join us as we enjoy an 
afternoon luncheon and live music.

Continued on page 19
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Continued on page 20

LAS FLORES
Hopefully, one of your New Year’s 

resolutions is thinking about perking up 
your garden and home. The February 
15 meeting will have Julie Bowden 
Davis as our speaker. Her topic will 
be Decorating Your Home With House 
Plants. She is the author of a gardening 
book entitled Flower Gardening. She 
writes, “When you match easy care 
plants with the condition of your site, 
gardening becomes a cinch.” Come and 
find out her suggestions.

The meeting will be in the Vista 
Room, refreshments will be served at 
9:30 AM, and the meeting will start at 
10:00 AM. We will have a 50/25-25 
Raffle and Door Prizes.

Sign-ups for the April 13 bus trip to 
Art Alive in San Diego are on going in 
Rec Ctr 1. The trip costs $80, which in-
cludes admission to the museum show 
and lunch at the Edgewater in Seaport 
Village. The deadline for signing up 
will be March 12.

We would love to welcome new 
members. To join please come pre-
pared with your check for $10 made out 
to Las Flores Garden Club or send your 
check to Jo Ann Weinberg at 27702 
Calle Valdes.

Gerry Millikan, 837-3759

LINE DANCING
Many Casta del Sol residents, both 

long timers and those recently moved 
to our great community, may be aware 
of the Line Dance classes which have 

MAH JONGG MAVENS
We held our first monthly Tourna-

ment/Potluck of the New Year on 
January 7, and had the following win-
ners: Jean VanDerford won for the 
most regular Mah Jonggs; Liz Rickett 
and Bess Alderman tied for Quints; 
Gerry Millikan and Bess Alderman 
tied for Concealed. The next tourna-
ment/potluck is on Saturday, February 

MEXICAN TRAIN
Mexican Train is a domino game, 

and anyone who enjoys board games 
is invited to join, beginners and experi-
enced players alike. We will be playing 
every Saturday in the Heritage Room 
at Rec Ctr 2 from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. 
Please come and join in the fun. There 
are no dues.

Call Chris May 581-1407 or Amy 
Nulty 583-1995, or Ken or May Kelly 
215-0968 if you have any questions.

Chris May, 581-1407

MILITARY VETERANS
We will honor you, regardless of 

your branch of service and when or 
where you served, at our next meeting 

MONDAY
AFTERNOON PARTY
BRIDGE

We know your hearts are into our 
Monday Afternoon Party Bridge so 
let’s all (new and returning players) 
try to attend every Monday this month. 
We welcome anyone interested to join 
us for an afternoon of bridge in the 
Fiesta Room. Just come and sign up 
at NOON.

We start play when the tables have 
four complete tables of players. No 
partner is needed ahead of time. It is 
a great chance to meet and greet new 
people and old friends who live and 
play bridge in Casta del Sol. We play 
for fun.

LAS DAMAS
Continued from page 18

The entertainment for March is none 
other than a trio composed of our very 
own Casta del Sol talent. The trio is 
called The Eclectics, and they play mu-
sical favorites of the past—the variety 
of music familiar to our senior com-
munity. Some of you may be familiar 
with our very own Vincent Principale 
on the guitar and Allan Couzens play-
ing the saxophone. The third member is 
a piano player yet to be announced.

Come spend the afternoon with Las 
Damas and enjoy an afternoon where 
we cater to you with a delicious lunch 
and entertain you with delightful tal-
ent.

There is still time to sign up for the 
February 8 luncheon. So check for 
seating availability in the Las Damas 
folder at Rec Ctr 1.

Nellie Cisneros, 305-0546

been taught here by Doug Houston for 
the past two years.

You may have been one of the many 
residents who happened to be walking 
by the Vista Room on a Tuesday eve-
ning, heard the music, and stopped to 
see what was happening. We thought 
you might like to know.

The classes are two hours long, with 
the first hour at the beginner level 
teaching the basic dances and helping 
the new dancers learn the steps and 
vocabulary of Line Dancing. The sec-
ond hour continues with instruction for 
both beginner and intermediate level 
dances.

Class is from 5:30 to 7:30 PM every 
Tuesday evening in the Vista Room. 
The cost is $5 per person for the two-
hour class.

Line dancing is great exercise and 
good for the memory, and no partner 
is necessary. Come join in the fun and 
make new friends as well. Any ques-
tions please call Shirley Cairns, 583-
1008 or Joanie Woodard, 855-4941.

Shirley Cairns, 583-1008

4 from 10:00 AM to 1:30 PM in the 
Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 2. Bring a 
potluck dish to share and $3 to play in 
the tournament.

Mah Jongg Mavens is a social club. 
We play Mah Jongg, using the official 
card of the National Mah Jongg League, 
every Saturday from 10:00 AM to 1:00 
PM. We have a potluck/tournament on 
the first Saturday of every month from 
10:00 AM to 1:30 PM. We also play on 
Monday nights from 6:30 to 9:00 PM 
and Monday mornings from 10:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM. Our games are open to all 
and take place in the Heritage Room at 
Rec Ctr 2. If you are interested in learn-
ing Mah Jongg, come check us out.

Jayne Freed, 837-9099

at 7:00 PM in the Fiesta Room. Just 
call our President, Sandy Hill, and we 
will honor you for serving our country 
with pride and purpose during peace 
or wartime.

If you like what you see, and you 
want to become a member and support 
the fastest growing Veteran’s Orga-
nization in Southern California, Merl 
Barrett, our welcoming committee 
Chairman, will provide you with our 
new member’s kit.

We are looking forward to honoring 
you at our next meeting in February.

Attention members: Our $20 mem-
bership dues are now due and pay-
able.

Sandy Hill, 305-1805
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MONDAY
AFTERNOON PARTY
BRIDGE
Continued from page 19

Please call us if you have any ques-
tions: Dee Becker at 581-9965, or Mary 
Wright at 855-9417, Co-Chairmen. See 
you then.

Mary Wright, 855-9417

SATuRDAY EVENING
BRIDGE

Saturday Evening Bridge will be 
played at 6:30 PM in the Fiesta Room 
on February 11 and 25. Reservations 
are required. Please phone Margot 
Anderson 583-7081.

Margot Anderson, 583-7081

SCRABBLE
Join us for the word game of Scrabble 

every Monday and Tuesday afternoon 
at 2:30 PM in the Heritage Room at Rec 
Ctr 2, and each Tuesday evening at Rec 
Ctr 1 in the library at 7:00 PM.

The evening group is convenient for 
those who cannot attend during the 
day. In the afternoon, players are four 
to a table, depending on the number of 
players present.

We welcome all those interested in 
this word game played in a joyful and 
friendly atmosphere. We have no dues 
or tournaments; we play for enjoy-
ment.

Come and join us.
Amy Nulty, 583-1995

VARIETY
Excitement builds each day as the 

Variety Club has announced that the 
2012 Johnny Carson will be held at 
7:00 PM on Friday, April 20, 7:00 PM 
on Saturday, April 21, and a special 
Sunday matinee at 2:00 PM on April 
22. You can’t miss this one, as our fab-
ulous Casta del Sol players will again 
be demonstrating their superb comedy, 
acting, singing, and dancing. The ticket 
prices will remain the same as last year, 
$7 for one drink (beer or soda) and $8 
for two drinks (beer or soda).

Officers of the club will be totally 
involved in this show. President Marty 
Nohe, Vice President Sara Henninger, 
Secretary Micky Scholte, Treasurer 
Terry Smithton, and Telephone Chair 
Shirley Ziff. The key parts of Johnny 
Carson will be played by Gary Everson 
and Ed McMahon by Ed Tuttle. The 
writers of the various skits include Jan 
Larsen, Sara Henninger, Ed Tutton, 
Terry Smithton, and Micky Scholte. 
Rehearsals will be held on alternate 
Saturdays and Sundays up to April 
14, with a dress rehearsal at 7:00 PM 
on Thursday, April 19. This is going 
to be a super show and will probably 
be sold out.

Micky Scholte, 837-2628

WOODCARVERS
Delbert Daisey, better known as Ci-

gar Daisey, is a colorful character in the 
history of woodcarving. He lives and 
works in Chincoteague, Virginia and 
is an American waterfowl wood carver. 
Delbert’s duck decoys are recognized 
for their artistic value as well as being 
used in duck hunting. He has carved 
about 1900 duck decoys and generally 
uses cork or wood as his material. He 
got his nickname in the 1940s for leav-
ing cigar butts to taunt game wardens 
while he was poaching ducks in the 
lakes in the area where he lives and 
works. His most famous decoy, carved 
for his wife and featured in 1980 in 
National Geographic, is estimated to 
be worth $100,000.

Woodcarvers meet on Mondays and 
Thursdays from 12:30 to 2:30 PM in the 
Arts and Crafts Room at Rec Ctr 1 next 
to the Fitness Center. Drop by and have 
a cup of coffee and see what objects 
the members are carving. Our work is 
displayed in the glass case in the main 
office next to the bulletin board.

Steve Vallely, 916-0228

WOMEN’S POKER
Women’s Casta del Sol Poker group 

is looking for new members who know 
how to play poker games. We play 
every other Wednesday at 6:30 PM in 
the Fiesta Room. Call Kathy Krauss at 
330-3173 for additional information.

Kathy Krauss, 330-3173

REPuBLICAN
Sign up now. Everyone welcome. 

Join us, as we kick off 2012 by toast-
ing to the first Republican President, 
Abraham Lincoln. The Annual Lincoln 
Birthday Champagne Brunch, a tradi-
tion for over 20 years, will be Sunday, 
February 19 at 12:00 NOON.

Mission Viejo Mayor, Frank Ury, will 
be the guest speaker and will share his 
thoughts on what is facing the city.

For those of you who missed last 
year’s brunch, Abraham Lincoln will 
be back again, in full costume, to help 
celebrate his birthday. Bring your 
camera and get a picture with Honest 
Abe.

The cost of the brunch is $16 per 
person. Make check payable to Casta 
del Sol Republican Club and sign up at 
Rec Ctr 1, and reserve a table. Please 
invite friends and family to join you. 
Jolanda’s, a community favorite, will 
be catering the Brunch.

PINOCHLE
Hello Pinochle players. We play Pi-

nochle in the Heritage Room at Rec Ctr 
2 every Friday evening, with play start-
ing promptly at 6:30 PM. There may be 
up to 17 players at one evening game. 
Card playing usually concludes around 
9:30 PM. We mostly play 3-handed. 
But, we also may play partners.

In December, Wally Davis had 
the highest game (3 hands) of 1,240 
points, and Karen Johnson was second 
with 1,110 points. The High Series (6 
games) score was won by Frank Pol-
litt with a total of 4,520 points, and 
Al Johnson was in second place with 
4,200 points. For the month (4 weeks), 
Wally was in first place with 14,190 
points and Frank was second with 
12,990 points! There were 11 Double 
Pinochles claimed, one player having 
two the same evening. Congratulations 
to our winners.

Everyone interested in the game of 
Pinochle is invited to come and join us 
for a fun evening. For more informa-
tion, please call Wayne at 916-5387 or 
Frank at 587-9057.

P. Nuckle, 916-5387

STRuMMERS
The Strummers are a group of folks 

who play guitars or ukuleles. We meet 
every Tuesday 1:30 to 3:00 PM in 
the Vista Room. We play all kinds of 
music. We perform for senior citizen 
groups in the area. If you play either 
a guitar or ukulele, please join us. We 
have a lot of fun. Any questions call 
Ann Crowell 462-3707.

Ann Crowell, 462-3707

Our annual membership dues of $5 
per person are also due and can be paid 
at the time of the Annual Brunch or at 
Rec Ctr 1. Your dues are used to pro-
vide refreshments and speakers.

If you are interested in being more 
active in the Republican Club, please 
consider volunteering and becoming an 
Officer or Committee member.

Linda Barnes, 533-3277

VEGETABLE GARDEN
If you have not yet paid your 2012 

rent, please do so by the end of Janu-
ary or notify a Club Officer of your 
plans for cleaning up and vacating 
your garden.

Some gardens have already been 
returned and reassigned to new gar-

TEXAS HOLD’EM
Want to know more about Texas 

Hold’em? If you have a computer, 
try going to http://www.texasholdem-
poker.com/beginnersintro.

The number of players has increased 
to 14, and we usually play on two 
tables. We play each Wednesday eve-
ning in the Fiesta Room, starting at 6:15 

PM. Early arrival is recommended, as 
the chairs fill up fast.

For more information, please contact 
Jack at 855-6786 or Larry at 951-
3026.

Wayne Block, 916-5387

deners. Welcome to Ray and Bonnie 
Duffy in lot B12, Sherie Ayers in lot 
H2, Klaus Hollstein in lot D8b, Susie 
Caskey in lot E8 and Jim and Ginger 
Wallace in lot C13.

If you are looking forward to acquir-
ing a garden in 2012, now is the time. 
There will likely be additional gardens 
available as gardeners decide to give 
up their lots when 2012 rent becomes 
delinquent.

Ron Harris, 837-0925

Attention Military Veterans
The Courier Staff wants to participate with several well know national orga-

nizations to gather and document service of Veterans. Currently, the emphasis 
is to interview and record information about World War II Veterans. The 
information gathered will be on record in the Library of Congress.

All personnel who have served in the military are asked to provide their 
name and phone number to the staff at Recreation Center 1 to be placed in the 
Courier folder. 

Bill Moynihan is the Miliary Veterans Club member overseeing this project. 
He may be reached at 305-7281.
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AWAY GOLF
Attention all Golfers. Sign-ups are 

now taking place for the tournament 
at Dos Lagos February 21. This will 
be a new experience for our club, and 
we can all look forward to this event 
planned by Arlene Edwards and Bob 
Stalter. The course is located in Co-
rona.

Following a day on the greens, we 
will meet at Claim Jumper restaurant 
at the corner of Marguerite and Santa 
Margarita for awards, dinner and a fun 
social time. So get your golf gear ready, 
sign up at Rec Ctr 1 and be ready for 
a great day.

Our club is open for new members. 
You can join us, knowing you don’t 
need to worry about your swing; the 
others in your group are wondering 
what you think of their swing.

Happy Golfing.
Sherry Kihm 586-6411

BOCCE BALL
The Bocce Ball Club meets on Mon-

day, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons 
from 2:00 to 3:00 PM. The Bocce Ball 
Courts are located behind the Shuffle-
board Building. We invite you to come 
on down for an afternoon of fun and 
friendship.

Officers for 2012 will be: President, 
Carol Zinsmeister; Secretary, Bobbie 
LaRue; and Treasurer, Mary Turkopp. 
Our Social Committee consists of 
Blanca Cipolletti and Judy Martin who 
do an outstanding job in setting up our 
meetings, and Elaine Moog for calling 
our members to inform them of our 
upcoming events. 

Dues for 2012 will remain at $10.00 
per year and are now due. Checks 
should be made payable to CD Bocce 
Ball Club and can be dropped off at 
Rec Ctr 1.

Our next regular meeting will be held 
on Monday, March 5, 2012 at 7:00 PM 
in the Fiesta Room. Following a short 
business meeting, members will enjoy 
a night of cards.

Carol Zinsmeister 305-9890 LAWN BOWLING
During the early 1500s, King Henry 

VIII was very concerned that his ar-
chers and bow makers were spending 
too much time lawn bowling and not 
enough time practicing their wartime 
trades. So he banned them from the 
lawn bowling sport. Of course, during 
the same period he had six wives, at 
least one of whom came to an untimely 
end.

At Casta del Sol, however, lawn bowl-

FISHING
I told you all that we would publish 

the results of the December 15 derby. 
Largest trout—Jim Mathis: 3.3 lbs., sec-
ond largest 3.05 lbs. We had a tie with 
Frank Larson and Al Johnson, both in 
at 3.05 lbs. That does not happen very 
often. We had a good fishing day with 
a good number of trout caught.

We will give you the results of the 
Harry Reiner Memorial Derby held on 
January12 and January 26 in the next 
Courier.

In February we have fishing derbys on 
the 9th and 23rd. Get your fee for the 
derbys and the luncheons in to the Rec 
Ctr 1 Office on time.

Please remember in your thoughts 
the passing of Bob Nulty. We express 
our thoughts and prayers to Bob’s wife 
Emilia and family.

Ocean Fishing Laguna Woods Rod & 
Gun Club fishes out of Dana Point. They 
go fishing on the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
of each month, except when a holiday 
falls on a Monday; then it is switched 
to Wednesday of that week.

Membership is open for the Casta del 
Sol Fishing Club, so call John Waters 
at 951-7720.

Good luck fishing.

When fishing Lake Mission Viejo, 
remember their rules.

Jim Mathis 916-0678

CHIPPERS
The Winter Golf Chipping Tourna-

ment will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 4 at the Rec Ctr 2 Chipping Green, 
weather permitting. We’ll gather at 
9:30 AM and have refreshments. The 
tournament will begin at 10:00 AM. 
Besides cash and raffle prizes, we look 
forward to enjoyable socializing and 
keen competition for all skill levels.

MEN’S GOLF
The Men’s Golf Club is still looking 

for a few good men. Whether you are a 
single digit handicap or just learning the 
game, membership in the Men’s Club 
is for you. We are starting the new year 
with an active schedule of club events 
that will be fun for everyone. We also 
have reserved tee times every Wednes-
day morning, and some groups are 
looking for a fourth man to play. If this 
sounds interesting, call Don Ewoldt, 
our new Membership Chairman, and 
he will give you all the details.

The Roving Reporter ran into Jim 
Lynch last week and observed that Jim 
had put on a few pounds. Jim explained 
that he is still testing the Asia Buffet 
for the dinner on February 8. He has 
been having a great time eating his way 
through the buffet table to find the best 
dish. The Winter Tournament will be 

It’s not too late to sign up at Rec Ctr 
1, or just show up at the Tournament. A 
$2 entry fee and 2012 annual dues of $5 
will be payable at the Tournament. The 
Chippers Club furnishes the golf balls. 

We also have a few loaner chipping 
and pitching clubs for any participants 
who don’t have their own equipment, 
and who are eager to meet others and 
have a lot of fun.

Incidentally, the course will be set up 
Friday, February 3 at 9:00 AM. We are 
always looking for volunteers.

Bob Stalter 916-0493

ing is open to archers, bow makers and 
everyone else. Six ladies from Casta’s 
Lawn Bowling Club attended the 
Southwest Ladies Holiday Luncheon 
and lawn bowling event at Laguna 
Woods on December 14. Two of our 
members were on the first and third 
place teams, and one member was 
on the friendliest team with a game 
ending in a tie after 12 ends. This was 
followed by a catered luncheon and 
gift raffle. Now the Casta Club is ask-
ing the Southwest Women’s Division 
to allow Casta to host a ladies’ event 
in 2012.

Meeting with other clubs while 
competing with beginning, intermedi-
ate, and even world-class bowlers is a 
fun-filled way to pick up pointers on 
proper bowl delivery and rules inter-
pretation. So come join us and enjoy 
a game which has at least a 3000 year 
history.

John Richardson 609-0334
Continued on page 22
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held at the Casta del Sol Course in the 
morning and the dinner after the tourna-
ment will be at The Asia Buffet. Wives, 
significant others, and friends are all 
invited to the dinner party. If you sign 
up today, you can still get in.

Bill McComas 707-1811

MEN’S GOLF
Continued from page 21

PING PONG
Weekly, more people are coming out 

to play this fast-paced sport. We now 
have become a recognized activity, 
playing each Saturday morning from 
9:00 AM to 12:00 NOON in the Vista 
Room and Monday from 6:00 until 8:00 
PM in the Garden Room. If interest 
continues, we may be able to get more 
time slots and more tables.  

TENNIS
President Dee Novoa, Vice President 

Bonnie Duffy, and Tournament Direc-
tor Hedy Kane have completed the 
2012 Club calendar and soon will be 
calling members for help in managing 
some of these social events. They are 
posted at the courts and listed below 
for you to calendar:

March 10–Irish Potato Party (Sign-up 
begins Thursday, February 24)

April 21–Tournament

June 16–Tournament and Luncheon

July 28–Exhibition Tournament and 
Dinner

September 15–Barbecue Dinner

November 10–Dinner Dance

December 9–Christmas Social

Members with e-mail can expect 
timely e-mail reminders, and our 
Telephone Committee will be active. 
However, we can no longer accom-
modate smoke signals, carrier pigeons 
or drums. And forget Twitter.

Myles Kelly asks those who are de-
linquent to please put a $10 check in 
the Tennis Club folder at Rec Ctr 1. 
That small act of kindness and steadfast 
support will make our tidy Treasurer 
happy for a year.

The beautiful weather we enjoyed 
during the holidays broke some re-
cords. Let’s hope for a little more of 
the same. No wonder those snowbirds 
come…and stay.

Sign up early for the Irish Potato 
Party. It will be open to all residents.

June Maguire 581-4392

TEE OFFS
Your board met in January to address 

the 2012 budget and social calendar. 
Thanks to President Joyce Parlin for 
hosting a productive and fun meeting.

The next general meeting is Mon-
day, February 6, 2012 at 1:00 PM in 
the Garden Room at Rec Ctr 1. Bring 
a sack lunch and come early to enjoy 
some social time before we get down 
to business.

Sherry Kihm rounded out 2011 as 
December’s Most Improved Player 
followed very closely by Joyce Parlin, 
but Joyce topped the leader board for 
the last quarter of 2011 followed again 
very closely, by Rosemary Van der 
Laan.

Remember to mark your calendar 
for Tee Off socials Wednesday, May 
9 at the Lawn Bowling Pavilion and 

SHuFFLEBOARD
New members of the Casta del Sol 

Shuffleboard Club are Valerie and Paul 
Stover and Pat Ontiveros. Welcome.

The Sport and Art Foundation 
(SAEF), following a recent Japanese 
clinical study, offers classes throughout 
the country to Alzheimer’s patients 
to improve their overall well being. 
SAEF has discovered that those who 
establish a routine playing ping pong 
will experience changes in balance and 
coordination. Authorities consider it 
the best brain sport.  

Come meet new friends and have fun 
as well as improve your motor func-
tion, attentiveness, concentration, and 
endurance.

Anne Sanregret 348-2773

All major club activities were re-
sumed after the holidays. 

Last month’s Super Shuffle was held 
on Sunday, January 29. Winners will be 
identified in the March Courier. This 
month’s Super Shuffle will be held on 
Sunday, February 19. 

The Wednesday Pot of Gold for 
spring 2012 (sixteen club members 
playing ten matches over a fifteen-week 
period) will start in February. Members 
are still needed to play on a regular 
basis. Call Sue Gardner at 454-1764 
to sign up.

The Thursday Morning League, 
consisting of four five-person teams, 
started its 2012 season at 9:00 AM on 
January 12.

Two teams of Club members (Road-
runners and Cardinals) play teams 
from other communities each Tuesday 
at 9:00 AM. Team competition will 
continue until May 2012. The Cardi-
nals still lead the competition with the 
Roadrunners close behind. Members 
interested in joining a team should call 
Kathleen Fenton at 457-1004.

CdS residents can learn shuffleboard 
basics each Friday 10:30 AM to NOON 
at the pavilion. Instruction is free.  

Dick Briley, we miss you.
Stan Krauson 916-8530

on Saturday, August 11 in the Fiesta 
Room. Plans for May are already in 
the works, but we are looking for your 
suggestions for the August social.

Tee Offs play Monday mornings at 
our own Casta del Sol golf course. Call 
Sherry Kihm (586-6411) regarding 
membership.

What is a rider? No, it’s not the per-
son sharing your golf cart. A rider is 
when you hit a shot long enough to ride 
on the golf cart to your ball.

Arlene Edwards 916-5886

-  Notice  - 
The Association wishes to remind residents that before any outside 

work can be started on your home, you must have an approved Appli-
cation for Proposed Construction from the Architectural Committee. 
Forms are available at Rec Ctr 1 and on the Casta del Sol community 
website.
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Murray Center

Mary Lou Oster

Mary Lou reports 
on Murray Center 
programs available 
to Casta residents.

February  —  Events

Dining Out
with Russ and June 
Noisy but good food

Russ and 
June report 
on a new 
dining 
experience 
each month.

Russ & June Atkinson

If traveling to Laguna Niguel pres-
ents no problem, you can find a three-
month-old restaurant serving good 
food. It’s Hunter Steakhouse, a large 
eatery specializing in beef and seafood 
and offering poultry as well. We had 
a reservation because it was Friday 
night on a holiday weekend. The dining 
rooms are large accommodating about 
200 diners, all at tables, no booths. 
Your first impression may well be the 
same as ours - a blast of background 
conversation noise as you enter. As 
your ears adapt to the sound, a server 
takes your drink requests. June’s usual 
Cosmo was on the strong side, but 
tolerable, while my Chardonnay was 
acceptable.

Starters ranged from the crab-stuffed 
mushrooms at $7.99 to Cajun lamb 
chops at $11.99. We guessed that the 
entrees had generous helpings, so we 

elected to pass up the starters. We be-
gan with a selection of seafood includ-
ing three shrimp dishes, from $10.99 to 
$18.99 or the day’s catch, Australian 
lobster tail, both at Market Price, or 
Alaskan king crab legs at $27.99. 

For the big steak eaters, a great vari-
ety is offered including strip, filet mi-
gnon, sirloin, rib eye, and porterhouse 
with prices ranging from $18.49 to 
$29.99. Prime rib comes in three sizes 
(10 ounce to 1-1/4 pound at $21.49 to 
$27.99). Finally, there are three kinds 
of chicken, baby back ribs, and grilled 
lamb chops. All entrees are served 
with soup or salad plus two side dishes 
selected from a large list. The portions 
are huge as we learned when June’s 
baby backs and my small prime ribs 
were served. We brought home two 
boxes for future suppers and skipped 
dessert.

The next time we visit Hunter we will 
order starters only and maybe add des-
sert. The service was excellent and the 
food was delicious. Major credit cards 
are accepted.

Driving directions: Marguerite to 
Crown Valley and turn right. Follow 
to Niguel Road and turn right. Imme-
diately turn left on Town Center into 
the shopping center. Drive to the far 
end and you will see Hunter.

•  Is anyone getting ready for Super 
Bowl Sunday? The Center is offering 
a tailgate party of favorite goodies 
and snacks on Sunday, February 5, 
from 3:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

•  It’s that time again. Each Thursday, 
February 2 to April 2, AARP, in coop-
eration with the IRS Tax Counseling 
for the Elderly, is offering trained 
volunteers to provide tax assistance 
to seniors with low to moderate in-
comes.

•  On Thursday, February 2, at 1:00 PM, 
DMV Ombudsman Richard Kohr will 
help prepare you for renewal of your 
driver’s license.

•  A Senior Empowerment Program to 
offer education and support for wom-
en and men (age 50 years and over) 
interested in learning to set limits and 
manage conflict within their families, 
will be offered on Thursdays, Febru-

ary 2 to March 22 (8 weeks) at 1:00 
PM.

•  If you are feeling out of touch, Men 
Only Rap Sessions continue on Tues-
days at 10:00 AM, February 7 and 
14, covering topics of relationships, 
love, and men’s health. Dr. Everettt 
Jacobson, LCP will lead the sessions 
to help work things out.

•  Varicose veins can be a cause for 
discomfort, or a serious medical 
condition. Learn causes and treatment 
options from Dr. Laura Findeiss of 
UCI Medical Group on Thursday, 
February 9, at 1:00 PM.

•  Local health care professionals will 
present timely information to improve 
the lives of diabetics. This month, the 
ABC’s of Diabetics will be presented 
by Erin Parise, MD. on Thursday, 
February 16, at 12:30 PM.

•  Another topic, Prospects for Mortal-
ity, sounds challenging. We live in a 
time more concerned with aging than 
with living; more concerned with 
quantity than the quality of our lives. 
Some of this sounds rather depress-
ing, but Dr. Steve Mason will likely 
have some answers on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 21, at 10:00 AM.

•  All of the above are free, but require 
registration. Call 470-3062.

Dorothy Frances

A freelance writ-
er’s humorous spin 
on the ups and 
downs of life.

Small Talk
It Kept Coming Back

Usually when you get rid of some-
thing in your household it’s out of your 
life forever-gone, finished, history. 
That’s the way it’s supposed to be, but 
there was one item in our house that we 
couldn’t seem to get rid of no matter 
how hard we tried.

It all started when, after a few beers 
at our neighbor’s house, my husband 
came back lugging an exercise row-
ing machine. I glanced out the front 
window and swore I could see the 
neighbors laughing and high-fiving 
each other. As I recall, he used it twice 
before it ended up in the rec room, 
utilized by the teenagers as a funky 
place to sit.

My husband finally carted it back to 
the neighbor from whence it came but 
within ten minutes it appeared at our 
door again.

“Sorry,” the neighbor said, “my wife 
threatened to divorce me if I took it 
back.”

The rowing machine stayed around 
for a couple of years until our oldest 
son moved out and took it with him. 
We smiled fondly as he drove away. 
A few months later when his girlfriend 
took up residence with him, he tried to 
bring it back.

His father quickly laid down the 
law.

“You wanted it, you keep it.”

Without missing a beat he pawned 
the rowing machine off on his younger 
brother, who was now sharing a place 
with several other guys, and it found 
new life as a clothes hamper. To our 
chagrin when that son moved back 
home a few months later so did the row-
ing machine. Next time he moved out 
it was with his girlfriend, who clearly 
wanted no part of it. How did these 
young girls get so smart anyway?

After awhile, the neighbors from 
whom this ubiquitous piece of equip-
ment originated moved away, and we 
made friends with the new people. One 
day I found my husband looking out 
the front window grinning from ear-to-

ear. Following his gaze, I saw the new 
neighbor carrying the rowing machine 
across the street.

Last I knew it was collecting dust in 
their den awaiting its next move.

City Highlights

Joyce Saltzgiver

The Casta del Sol Board 
liaison to the City goes to 
City Council meetings so 
you don’t have to.

If you are planning to do renova-
tion on your home that requires a city 
permit, now is the time to do it. At the 
January 3, 2012 City Council meeting, 
the Council voted to waive permit fees 
through July 4, 2012.

The County of Orange has instituted 
a law prohibiting registered sex offend-
ers from entering parks and recreation 
facilities.  Following suit, the City 
Council voted unanimously to institute 
the same law for Mission Viejo.

In Frank Ury’s opening remarks as 
mayor, he stated that the Council will 
concentrate on things that will ben-
efit Mission Viejo residents, become 
more business friendly, look for more 
upscale restaurants to open in the city, 
and public safety.

Colby Durnin, representing The 
Kaleidoscope appeared before the 
Council regarding the improvements 
that have been made since Acquisition 
has taken over the center. He presented 
conceptual plans for the next phase of 
the project’s redevelopment.

Photo a collaborative effort by 
Kent Lihme and Randall Smith.

Love is everywhere.
Happy Valentine’s Day.
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Continued on page 26

Valentine’s Day is not far away and 
it is fun to prepare a special treat for 
your special someone.  These cookies 
are great and the Rocky Road is simple 
and fun. Fix a sweet treat for the sweet-
ness in your life.

Whoopie pie Cookies
1 cup salted butter, divided

1 box (18.25 oz.) devil’s food cake 
mix

2 eggs

4 oz. bittersweet chocolate chips, 
melted

1 cup powdered sugar

1 cup marshmallow cream

2 oz. white chocolate, melted

1 cup prepared chocolate frosting.

Heat oven to 350º

In microwaveable bowl, microwave 
½ cup butter for 30 seconds, or until 
melted. Beat cake mix, eggs, choco-
late chips and melted butter in electric 

What’s Cooking
at Casta

Peggy Stalter

Want help in the 
kitchen? Peggy 
s h a r e s  o n e  o r 
two recipes each 
month. 

mixer at medium speed for one minute, 
or until dough forms. Shape into wal-
nut size balls. Place 2 inches apart on 
parchment paper-lined baking sheets. 
Bake six minutes, or until just set. 
Using back of spoon, make a depres-
sion in the center of each cookie. Let 
cool. Beat sugar, marshmallow cream, 
white chocolate and remaining butter 
in a clean bowl with electric mixer at 
medium speed until light and fluffy. 
Portion the mixture into center of each 
cookie. Chill 30 minutes. Spread frost-
ing over cookies. Makes 32 servings.

Rocky Road Squares
1 - 12 oz package chocolate chips

14 oz can sweetened condensed milk

2 Tbsp butter or margarine

2 cups dry roasted peanuts

In double boiler, melt chocolate 
with milk and butter. In a large bowl, 
combine peanuts and marshmallows. 
Fold in chocolate mixture. Spread on 
wax paper-lined 9 x 13 pan. Chill two 
hours. Remove from pan, peel off wax 
paper, and cut into squares. Cover and 
store at room temperature.

Do you have something special you 
fix for St. Patrick ’s Day? Please share 
it with us. Send it to Peggy at bas-
ket_bouquets@yahoo.com.

In the beginning, when God said, "let 
there be light,” isn’t it possible that he 
was hovering over Southern California 
and silently added “and a perfect cli-
mate?” Although we are surrounded by 
magnificent natural wilderness trails 
and forests, mountains and the Pacific, 
it is primarily the sunshine and excel-
lent weather (for most of the 365 days 
per year) that make us think or exclaim, 
“what a beautiful day” or expect anoth-
er sunny day in Southern California! 
Even if you multiplied those phrases 
by your years as a resident, could you 
count how many times you actually 
said or thought it? Furthermore, could 
you recall how many times the light-
ness and brightness of God’s Country 
here brought a smile to your face or 
lifted your spirits even in the darkest 
of times? 

You might be surprised to learn that 
even with this mood elevating advan-

Alive & Kicking
The Lightness of
Being - Here

Sandy Grossman

Sandy Grossman, MSW, 
LCSW, offers encour-
agement and insight to 
seniors.

tage, some people each year routinely 
get the blues specifically as the last days 
of autumn ushers in the shorter days of 
winter. This condition (that can last 
from late September to March) is called 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) by 
experts who believe that the depressive 
symptoms are caused by less sunlight. 
The symptoms are similar to various 
other medical conditions. Therefore a 
doctor’s detailed interview is needed to 
determine this diagnosis. People who 
are vulnerable to this seasonal change 
may be genetically susceptible to the 
body’s response to reduced sunlight. 
Sunlight is vital to the regulation of 
our circadian rhythms (our body clock), 
the body and brain’s production of the 
necessary hormone Melatonin (which 
triggers sleep) and the brain chemical 
Seratonin that affects mood. 

Treatment for this disorder includes 
antidepressants, psychotherapy and 
Light Therapy. You sit by an artificial 
light box that stimulates the brain to 
reduce melatonin, increase serotonin 
and reset the circadian rhythm. If you 
are glued to the tube, phone, computer 
or bed why not do it all on your patio? 
With the Lightness of Being here, it’s 
the most natural alternative to getting 
a derailed system back on track and 
returning to the thought - “Ah, another 
beautiful sunny day!”

We are indebted to Maxine, that 
fountain of wit and wisdom, for this 
month’s column.

•  Ever get your fast food and kinda 
wish they’d taken their time. 

•  Let your conscience be your guide 
and you’ll never, ever have any fun. 

•  I just tried to book a makeover. They 
said they’d call me when the parts 
come in. 

•  Chocolate is a woman’s reward for 
putting up with men.

•  I like to think of makeup as just an-
other way to lie to men. 

•  The last man to put his arms around 
me was performing the Heimlich 
maneuver. 

•  Men are good for only one thing, but 

Maxine
Bloopers & Blunders

Myles Kelly

Myles Kelly 
brings some 
humor each 
month.

then you have to feed them between 
car repairs. 

•  You can fool some people some of 
the time, and men pretty much all the 
time. 

•  All’s fair in love and war. Course I 
hate fair. 

•  I’m only interested in men who act 
like real men…childish and easily 
manipulated.

•  If you don’t have anything nice to say 
you can probably get a job in human 
resources. 

•  Riding the bus saves gas and helps the 
environment. Plus what other mode 
of transportation gives you so many 
chances to tell people where to get 
off.

Yes, that would be me. Don't know 
what that means? According to the 
dictionary, I am a person who stresses 
a rigid adherence to the details of 
forms and methods. I prefer to consider 
myself a person who delights in the 
richness of the English language and 
values the use of correct grammar.

Indeed, when our children were 
little, the use of incorrect grammar 
was a hair-pulling offense. Even their 
friends were not immune should they 
commit a grammatical sin while in our 
home. This actually was a blessing. Our 
children had nice, long hair and some 
of their friends decided not to come to 
our home that often. Since we seemed 
to be inundated with lots of neighbor-
hood children anyhow, the absence of 
those who spoke incorrectly was no 
big loss to me.

I held a funeral for the subjunctive 
clause. Do you remember that one? Do 
you use it? It doesn't matter because no 
one else does.

The proliferation of reality shows 
has dealt a blow to those of us who 

The Mellowing Of A Martinet
By Liz Rickett

value grammar and words. Who will 
forget the Real Housewife informing a 
woman that her attorney has prepared 
a cyst and decease order? It seems ev-
eryone, except me, uses her and I and 
no one seems to mind.

When I was teaching, a colleague and 
I would sit quietly during in-service 
presentations counting the grammati-
cal mistakes the presenter made. After 
three, that presenter lost a lot of cred-
ibility with us. Unfortunately, there 
were quite a few who achieved no cred 
status.

I have also noticed that the number 
of words used by people has shrunk. 
It seems that most conversation uses a 
minimum of words. Where are the great 
words like tomfoolery, recently learned 
by my third grade grandson, and far 
more acceptable than a four letter word 
as in - Enough of this tomfoolery! How 
about another of his vocabulary words, 
plethora? Isn't that a lot more exciting 
than the words lots or many?

Shall I go on with the deterioration 
of spelling? We love to go to the LA 
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-  Notice  -
2007 editions of the Courier 

have recently been added to 
the Casta del Sol community 
website, so all editions from 
the latest all the way back 
through January 2007 are now 
available at castadelsol.com/. 
You can expect more in the 
future.

I f  y o u 
have a ga-
rage sale, 
they will 
come. 
Saturday, 
January 
14, proved 
this adage 
as a team 
o f  l o c a l 
real estate 
brokers 
sponsored 
the Firs t 
Semi-Annual Casta del Sol 
Garage Sale. Held at the 
Casta del Sol Golf Course 
from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, 
it was packed. 

 More than 44 sellers, all 
of them Casta residents, 
were there with a dazzling 
array of goods, displayed 
inside and around the Club-
house. Some sellers had 
posters advertising furniture 
which could be bought but 
was not on site. 

Since this was a first, interest among 
buyers was high. Parking was limited. 
A person was stationed at the entrance 
to the Clubhouse parking lot, advising 

buyers they 
needed to park 
on the street.

Did I find 
treasures? Of 
course I did. 
I  resisted a 
fabulous set 
of dishes at a 
ridiculously 
reasonable 
price but did 
manage to find 

Buyers came out looking for bargains.

So many sellers registered that tables were placed 
on the patio overlooking the golf course.

Casta Garage Sale
By Liz Rickett,
photos by Liz Rickett

a brand-new sweater, with tags, for $2, 
the canapé plates for which I had been 
searching, unopened boxes of tissues at 
a steal and a wonderful alphabet book 
for my sister on the joys of again, B is 
for Botox.

Can’t wait for summer when the sec-
ond Semi-Annual sale occurs.
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For Further Info:
 Phone Rec Ctr 1, 455-4681 or Harry Akioka at 949-586-9460. DMV certificates 
are good for 3 years. If the date on your certificate is nearing 3 yrs old, you must 
repeat the course to maintain your preferred insurance rate. 

A CLASSROOM
REFRESHER COURSE

DATES:
March 6 & 7, June 5 & 6, 
& October 2 & 3
All classes will be held in 
the Fiesta Room.
In 2 four-hour sessions

FOR DRIVERS AGE 50 YEARS & OVER

Place: .........Fiesta Room
Time: .......... 8 AM - Noon
Register: ......... Rec Ctr 1
Registration Fees:
AARP Member: ....... $12
Non Member: .......... $14 DMV Certificate Issued

Checks Only Please

Many thanks to this group of willing volunteers who prepare the paper for 
distribution. The stuffing date for the next issue is Monday, February 29, 2012, 
10:30 AM in the Vista Room.

Courier Volunteers

Allaire, Paul
Allaire, Wendy
Bates, Sandy
Brantley, Barbara
Burdick, Arlene
Burdick, Bob
Bushnell, Dick
Christensen, Howard
Christensen, Joyce
Clark, Jane
DeLiema, Rose

Donnelly, Annette
Edwards, Laurel
Edwards, Miriam
Freed, Jayne
Gild, Kathleen
Gillis-Vaughn, Debbie
Isbell, Kip
Karge, Yvette
Malloy, Colleen
Malloy, Gary
Massey, Bob

Pennell, Cambria
Perry, June
Roland, Donna
Silkwood, Gordon
Tuttle, Edna
Waters, Dona
Waters, John
Watschke, Elaine
Wegner, Earl
Wegner, Mavis
White, Gail

IN MEMORIAM

Marie Bouchereau
Richard Frock
Dick Sawaya

THE MELLOWING OF A MARTINET
Continued from page 24

This is one of my favorite holidays. 
Maybe it is because I don't have to 
decorate for it. Perhaps it is because I 
don't know any groundhogs; they live 
in Northeastern and Central United 
States, so I don't need to buy any gifts. 
This is good because what do you buy 
a groundhog? Also, I don't need to send 
Happy Groundhog Day cards.

This day is the basis for one of my 
favorite units I taught. My first-graders 
would graph:  Will the Groundhog 
see his shadow? Do you know what a 
groundhog is? Have you seen a ground-
hog? Then we would compare ground-
hogs, rodents belonging to the group of 
large squirrels known as marmots, and 
to pets the students had. Groundhogs 
can be as long as 30 inches, which we 
would have to measure, and weigh up 
to 31 lbs., which we would see when 
we weighed cans of vegetables and dis-
covered how many cans a groundhog 
would weigh. Looking at pictures of 
groundhogs, we would diagram how a 
groundhog was similar to and different 
from student pets.

February 2 was shadow time. The 
hibernating groundhog is disturbed so 
that he awakes from hibernation, which 

GROuNDHOG DAY, FEBRuARY 2
By Liz Rickett

began in October. When the groundhog 
leaves his burrow, he will see his shad-
ow if it is a sunny day. Folklore says 
this means six more weeks of winter. 
If he does not see his shadow, due to it 
being a cloudy day, we are told winter 
will end. We had no burrows from 
which we could leave but we did trace 
our shadows every two hours during 
the day which led to more measurement 
and observation of shadow placement 
which led to discussion of the move-
ment of the earth around the sun lead-
ing to day and night. Pretty neat stuff 
for first -graders.

Wikipedia states Groundhog Day 
is celebrated in the United States and 
Canada. It originated among Pennsyl-
vanians of German ancestry in the 18th 
and 19th Century. Farther back, it can 
be found in ancient European weather 
lore where a badger forecasted weather. 
It is presumed the six-week figure 
comes from the fact that Spring begins 
approximately seven weeks after Feb-
ruary 2. However, the national Climatic 
Data Center reports the overall predic-
tion accuracy is 39 percent.

So here's looking at you groundhog, 
and your shadow too.

County Fair each year; and each year 
we love to visit the table decorations in 
the Home Arts Building. I cringe when 
I read some of the placards describ-
ing menus. One year I spoke with a 
woman who seemed to be in charge of 
the exhibit. I gently noted the misspell-
ings. The response was a blank stare. 
Oh well. Heaven only knows how the 
texting craze will impact spelling. R u 
rdy 2 see it?

Lastly, I cannot believe that univer-
sities sell license plate holders that 
state Blank U Alumni. Don't they have 
someone on staff who can tell them 
that alumni is the masculine plural? 
Unless there are two people in the car 
who graduated from the university, the 
Latin is incorrect. One male graduate 
is an alumnus, a female graduate is 
an alumna, two female graduates are 
alumnae and two graduates, one of who 
is male, are alumni. Come on folks, this 
is Latin I.

I have begun to feel I am waging a 
losing battle. More exasperatingly, I 
find myself, from time to time, using 
poor grammar. It seems it is catching. 
You say it enough and…….

Calling 911
If you have to make a 911 call, 

we are told that it’s better to use 
your landline than a cell phone. 
Why ? A cell phone call goes to 
the Highway Patrol; once con-
nected, they ask you location and 
phone number questions. If you 
use a landline to call 911, it goes 
straight to the Sheriff Dispatcher 
who has your location and phone 
number information already in 
their computer system.

The authorities are aware of this 
issue and are in the midst of cor-
recting the problem.
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AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING 
ARON & SON 

Heating, Air Conditioning & Duct work. 
19 yrs exp. Repair, Service, Installation.  
CdS Resident. No charge for house calls. 
Lic#816346. Call Aron: 949-981-4987 

AUTOMOTIVE – BUY & SALE 
I BUY CARS 

LICENSED AND BONDED CAR DEALER 
NEEDS YOUR OLD CAR. TOP DOLLAR 

PAID FOR NICE CLEAN CARS. 
CALL: CAPISTRANO CAR CO. 

(949) 364-6720 
BATHROOM REMODELING 

Showers, Cabinets. Lic.538182 
Steve Westman: 949-290-1591 

BEAUTY 
NEW YEAR! NEW LOOK AT SALON J! 

(Down the street, on Marguerite) 
20% OFF for Seniors 215-7900 

PERMANENT MAKE-UP 
Brows ♥ Eyeliners ♥ Full Lips each $150 

Call Linda: 949-680-8226 

COMPUTER SERVICE 
IN-HOME COMPUTER HELP 

Repair-Setup-Networking. Experienced 
Senior. 1 on 1 training. Reasonable fees. 

Call Greg for appointment: 949-632-4883 
CONSTRUCTION 

KING CONSTRUCTION 
is a General Contractor. Small, personal 
company with over 20 years in business, 

Many Casta del Sol customers. References 
available. Specializing in kitchen and bath 

remodels. Also: painting, patio covers, 
electrical, tile, doors, windows, etc. 

Lic#687452. Fully licensed, bonded and 
insured. Call for Estimate: (949) 697-8967 

DRYWALL REPAIR 
AAA INTEGRITY DRYWALL REPAIR 

Over 25 Years Experience - Bonded 
Local, all work done by owner 
Lic. #834795– FREE Estimates 

CdS References – Call: 949-677-5435 
ELDER ASSISTANCE/CAREGIVER 

SHINE HOME CARE SERVICES 
Licensed, bonded & insured. Available 

24/7. Need part time or full time help for 
your loved one? We are here to assist you. 

For a FREE assessment, 
Please Call 949-707-1178 

Are you looking for a nurturing caregiver 
who respects your loved ones, provides 
exceptional care, and has excellent CDS 
references? Empathized and experienced. 

Please call: 936-524-7574 
EXTENDED HOME ASSISTANCE 

Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing, 
Alzheimer, Retirement Communities, 

Senior Independent Living. 
We will locate the right residence for you. 

Please call: 800-339-5909 
ELECTRICAL 

ANCHOR ELECTRIC 
34 Yrs. Experience / Master Electrician 
No Job Too Small / FREE ESTIMATES 
Lic #744311 • Call Rob: 949/916-7117 

ERRANDS 
Energetic “young” Casta resident will 
shop, run errands, take you to appts. 
 Helpful, dependable. References. 

Diane 949-380-1149 
GARAGE DOOR REPAIR 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS 
CASTA RESIDENT WITH 17 YRS EXPER. 
Call Bob: 949-380-1149 or 949-444-1259 

GARAGE DOOR REPAIR – CONT’D 

* FREE SERVICE CALL! * 
Tune-up $29.95 - Honest, reliable service. 
Mission Viejo resident 38 yrs. BBB member 
ALL-STAR GARAGE DOOR SERVICE 

Call Jim: 949-215-7179 
GENERAL REMODELING 

WESTCAP CONSTRUCTION 
Local Contractor Specializing in Res. 

Remodels. Great Rates. Small Reliable 
Company. Lic# 962049. Casta del Sol Ref. 
Free Estimates. Call Isaac 949-330-0929 

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 
GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIR 

Clear the way for the rain. Ref. Serving  
Since 1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

Act now before the rains come! 
Call Alex: 949-610-4556 

HANDYMAN 
ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, TILE 

Small repairs. Call George: 949-202-6787 

SOWERS & SON HANDYMAN 
Construction Service: Plumbing, Tile, 

Painting, Wall & General Repairs. 
Lic.934825. Call: (949) 280-4661 
E-mail: sowerstim@gmail.com 

VERN’S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Sr. Citizen Retired Contractor 

40 years Hands on Experience with 
All types of Home Improvement & Repairs 

Insured • Call Vern: 949-300-6662 
WILL-MAN. Easy fix jobs. Wall, paint, 

plumb, elect, tile. Low Prices. 949-458-1833 

PROFESSIONAL CRAFTSMAN 
Home Maintenance / Repairs, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Carpentry, Dry Wall, Painting, 
Termite & Dry Rot Repair, Patio Covers 

Reasonable Rates • CdS References 
-  10% Senior Discount  - 

Call Gary at 949-463-4259 
ALL FLOOR REPAIRS  

Carpet /Tile • CdS Repairman Since 1976 
Call Dan at 949-951-1573 

HOME REPAIR DOCTOR 
From the roof to the floor 
and everything in between 

I’m your man: Perry Green. 
Lic. 815633. Many CdS Refs. 

714-771-1501 or 714-609-4473 
SPECIALTY ON SITE SERVICE 

Custom cabinets, interior doors, 
baseboards. crown moldings, 

drywall & painting 
Father & Son 32 years exp. 
Call Shawn: 949-460-3928 

STEVE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE 
HONEST, QUALITY SERVICE 

General maintenance and repair needs 
REASONABLE RATES--CdS references 

Please call: (949) 433-5759 
HOUSECLEANING 

SPARKLING CLEANING HUS./WIFE 
2 Br. - 2 Ba. Starting at $55.00. Wkly or 

Bi-Wkly.  Full Service Cleaning. All 
Supplies Provided. Honest, Reliable, 

CDS References. Serving  
Since 1990. Gary/Leslie 949-683-0889 

LUCY’S HOMECLEANING SERVICE 
Dependable • Professional • Honest 

Experienced • Other Services Negotiable 
Driving, Errands, etc. 

Free Estimates • Call Lucy: 949-285-1591 

ZOE CLEANING 
Professional Cleaning • Personalized Srvc. 

FREE Estimates • CdS References 
Professional maid home service for you! 

Call Zoe: 949-340-3758 or 949-226-2765 

HOUSECLEANING – CONT’D 

LIANE’S CLEANING SERVICE 
Supplies provided. Good rates. 
Since 1988. CDS references. 
Please Call: 949-589-1367 

TOM'S HOUSCLEANING SINCE 1982 
EUROPEAN/JAPANESE 

Free Estimates-Flat Fee-No surprises. 
Quality work at fair rates - total trust! 
Own equipment and environmentally 
friendly supplies. Happy customers in 

Casta Del Sol since 1991. 
Please call: 949-838-6696 

INVESTMENTS 
TIRED OF ‘CD’ RATES 

AND LOW OR NO 
DIVIDEND RETURNS? 
Want more annual income? 

Earn 8%, 10%, 12% or more! 
with limited risk. 

Call Chuck Abbott, 
your CDS neighbor 

949.362.1477 
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM 

REMODELING 
CASTA DEL SOL SPECIALIST 
Cabinet Refacing, Custom Cabinets, 

Granite Countertops, Flooring, 
Electrical, Plumbing & more. 

Family Owned & Operated with over 20 
years of reputable work in Casta del Sol 

and decades of satisfied customers. 
Call Rich at KITCHEN VISION 

for your FREE estimate. 
Cell: (949) 510-5530 

Office: (949) 589-9611 

MASONRY 
S.P.K. MASONRY 

Front Entryways, Patios, Walls, 
References Available. 498-5882 

MOBILE SCREEN REPAIR 

AVERAGE WINDOW re-screened - $25. 
Min. 2 screens.  We also do patio & front 

door re-screening & replacement. 
Free estimates.  Gary 949-683-0889 

NOTARY SERVICE 
MOBILE NOTARY 

Call Joann McLean: 949-677-1224 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
Certified Loan Signing Agent 

will come to your home. 
Jan Garabedian: 949-235-5700 

PAINTING 

Int./Ext. Painting & Cabinet Refinishing 
Acoustic & Wall Paper Removal, Drywall, 

Textures. 20% Senior Discount. FREE 
Estimates. CDS References. Lic.#334521 

Please Call: (949) 661-4416 
www.romanpaintingandrefinishing.com 

KOSCO PAINTING 
Interior & Exterior, Patio Covers. Wallpaper 
Removal, Woodwork (Baseboards, Molding). 
Connie: 949-583-9235 or 714-200-9235 

PEST & TERMITE CONTROL 

HART’S EXTERMINATION CO. 
Offering a free termite/pest inspection 

We treat over 26 species of bugs from ants 
to rodents and handle all of your Termite 

needs including treatment and repairs 
CdS References - Call: 949-388-1010 

Free Termite Inspection! 
Orange-Oil/Borates/Foaming/Fumigation 
Full-Srvc: We Do Treatments & Repairs 
Our Inspectors Will NOT Pressure You 

Newport Exterminating: 949-261-0700 

PET CARE 
Go with the best for less. Choose Penny! 
BONDED & INSURED – Free Training 
10 years experience – Pet 1st Aid/CPR 

CdS Resident: (949) 600-8885 
www.pennypamperspets.com 

HOLIDAY TRAVEL PLANS? 
CALL FIRST CLASS PET SITTING 

We care for your furry friends while 
you are away.  Daily visits to your home 
to feed, water, meds, walk, play and love. 
Casta resident: Call Jeri: 949-273-9030 

Email: stephensjeri1@gmail.com 
PLUMBING 

REPAIRS from $40. Installations/ 
Remodeling/Gas work. Ref. available. 37 yrs 

experience. Call Hector: 949-551-9596 

SEVERSON PLUMBING 
Worked in Casta for 10 years.  

• Same Day Response • Work Guaranteed • 
• Reasonable Rates • Reliability • 

Master Plumber “KURT”, Lic. # 718893 
Call: (949) 429-3422 or (949) 412-2562 

TAX PREPARATION 
Barbara & Richard 

CDS RESIDENTS - TAX PREP 
Enrolled Agents – Efile • Ofc Trabuco & 

Lake Forest • Home Appointments. 
Call: 949-586-6225  

TILE & STONE INSTALLATION 

Tile / Wood. Steve Westman. 25 yrs. 
experience: 949-443-1299. Lic.538182 

WANTED 

WANTED: BUYERS & SELLERS 
Call Tom Droesch for the Up-To-The Minute 

Real Estate Scoop • 24 Hr Voice Mail:  
949-310-3672 • COLDWELL BANKER • 

www.droeschproperties.com 
WINDOW CLEANING 

SPARKLING WINDOWS. 
All Windows, Screens & Tracks (Inside & 
Out) starting at $55. Service Casta since 

1990. Call Gary: 949-683-0889 

31 YEARS IN ORANGE COUNTY 
$45-$55. Inside/outside. Screens & tracks. 
(Lofts extra). Call Alex at 949-610-4556 
GERONIMO WINDOW WASHING 

I am a resident of Casta del Sol. 
Best rates for Casta guaranteed! 
Please Call Frank: 949.305.8955 

$45 HELPING HANDS SPECIAL $45 
Total Window Care Inside & Out 

Repeat customers & referral discounts! 
Mike at 949-303-3446 - CdS Resident 

All classified ads including inserts/flyers 
must be submitted, pre-approved for 

content and paid for in advance before the 
21st of the month prior to publication. 

Content Rules & Restrictions are available 
from Farmer Publications. 

Thank you! 

 
P.O. Box 7058 

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607 
Phone: (949) 643-3332 

E-mail: CastaCourier@Cox.net 
All advertisements are paid for by the service 

providers and are not referrals from the 
Publisher, Casta del Sol, or Management. 
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949-310-3672 

 

Property Sales & Leasing / New Buyer Community Tours / Home Valuation / Pre-sale Home Preparation / Relocation Services / 
Property Management / Market Forecasting / Pre-foreclosure Counseling / Real Estate Tax & Finance / 1031 Exchanges / Notary 

Public / Prop 60-90 Tax Base Transfers / Escrow & Title Services / Professional Home Staging / Home Service & Repairs 

 

When you list with us you benefit from a complete team of professionals backed by the best company in the business, all working  
together to get your home sold fast!  We are big enough to provide you with the resources and technologies necessary  

in today's tough market, and small enough to ensure you receive the personal service you deserve  
for clear communication, healthy relationships and genuine satisfaction.  

 

Contact us today and let us show you why we have become one of the top real estate groups  
at Coldwell Banker Mission Viejo and how we can put our system to work for you! 

Debbie Jacqueline Tom 

TEAM WORK  *  PROFESSIONALISM  *  PERSONAL SERVICE 

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 

CONTACT US TODAY AT: 

SENIOR DISCOUNTS ON 
ALL ESCROW SERVICES! 

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME! 


